



HAND 
HES 
HEREPAGE 














Hand 
Hills 
Heritage 


ited snd pled by 


The Hand Hills Book Committee 


© ta ty Lake Chad, 1966 








DEDICATION 


















1 made 








‘TABLE OF CONTI 


Map ofthe Ares 
Foreword 


1, Warrior of the Hie 


“The Hand lle Lake Cb 





4. Alpha 
5. Mand Hits 
@ Bhi 


9. Dates 
1 Had Hi Lake 
12. Rody Hil 
Inde 








Tie ey wad on 
eusia 


@ rest 


Horse Teak & ish La 




















Bh oon it to 
wai ro 

















‘To THE READER 
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CHAPTER 1 


ty Fone Linen 
One othe more point etre of Soh Eaton Albert the 
ines bor many pentiecr qr Lie Hind” Thos hil gabe 
sth dtr onmtpet nthe Wining Hl form « Bh pl 
‘ley ofthe Red Deer River lashes ke ne reg the heart 
Nod fe 























This was once ledin country. He 
bile Some old legends sem to soagest that she Blacklol, at ch 
‘tert hed ie fo th ‘deepen 
(oo tie Dinepeing ll sil caine he Hadlo, sored 
tard rom tok eet to py nd eng o bao et 
Blacklot bor wae tboroghly train inthe woof te simple but exam 
































The short ted powerful Blac! bow, wos exci te fet 
Cheer aed ci tops npn, Up tae ned anor oe 
ed nue, paced that wa pb th 


kt Ons of tc met wth sogetst te eng coats of fe 
Fer Buck ino the din pst Tbe erat date is anown, But the event 
Bickins Cros end Autninne legends gine tn inling othe th 
‘hcl he fog 

[pend fear thoughout sosthara Albarn, 

















































Fee winter za, Ie wae «tk 
acc hwo tell ot opt om 
in the sandy cll android sores the Tne bullae rng ne 
‘es The get hes toned hugh el dng thee ly 
‘nd shed the hy ses Tet pindpal Seog wee A 























Hows hd not yet appeared 0 the western play, Thee eam 
which dinate plac el the Egg ae agian cone 
ws comply change the wey of eo te blo tant Ths 

the wt cena of tome brooght to Meso iy Heras 
aren 118, godly spread puns the cen pene Aso 
173 i's sii with he Sb Soahe) doe Hct fi se 
‘he snes sil hed fot woking ily to todo he 
en 




















ter Pale, ho wala tog thls county i 1182, wd wae 
obaly the fa hie man ose te Hid Hl, debe «bul 
Fn He hw the young men dove thesia been mone, 
‘uth a stone pee thor Tne stu seb 
lf ef stale height, and ora 
nthe hatom, These tig play wh Uw Bion cle Spake 
"lad ee” wre fay camman in Aleve athe Noe 
Sines nd many of thon Rad foe in aly cosine for eoeeeds 
eel dove wind Yori. Fr ta eso tae Shon 
dito bull," hed ng wat oped 
‘er th ele bore the adr cme swe ofthe ange The oped 
roi animals nee aught ne us end Spee! Tae 
mol the bund wold then ct the creak he che 
is ein the fel and bone the eons wl et re. Moc 
the meat ld and pou up with bales ended to 
inept fr wn Ifthe buns le ey ane Uwe 
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This was ar ile was sheet and unbelenaby Bard 
Daath was ny na, das win ne, ft te see 
horn of bul blo fom 8 whiqe of Tn-ped art st 








his parc tne the Blacot fr were ow eb. They 

Fmtng pounds eddie ttl joy whec ciple bay ot 
ll carly tbe Ret Da vr the ta ad 

sScunken hand that secede nw eft inal and cheno 

















dhe aged andthe sick were wsoaily the Trt to succumb. ‘The fact that 











In spite of everthing the boy lv ad trv, loa the oer 
tude nthe hand thew sees 4 hoe aid hi ile Hand 
He sr lene to bold hs um ads gong sl eel sheet 

* it for ar bandage ear at 
s homstring and beame sell in the ae ofall he radon weapons 

















Labonte oe Sin tet ee ce 
ole cee ce rae 
Taba dat ee meen wit el eed 
opie ees ee 
leah he would be masked as a coward and 
We Chipieo Te be aa hs atl a ome heen 












































Ilckoot bys be fied fo the lnety Badlands, ooking his pager god 
‘te Gmamenorte# Sky, a acca! bent or se oer crt 
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Side abe el of dar hey cin ithe Mwai was ll da 
Pee elle ot" on Micich I yon want ry He you rus 
wey far ie He payed tthe Son foe stenth sed i arom 

Br std tle” tnd athe te seing Cte, The fron 
ee gl Jed end ying memy goon and chic hand 
TL PF ae tn enews wee sel. Win tbe ghost of Mich 
iP eda spe Tal he wok nih inthe fet and bre of 














The survivors hace out dhe ll qtering ert wit su sone 
nea vied ast 20 ta ir eourege and stent sold 
fo in usice ctor hey muted body ad 
tthe Mich a Band ls 






The ot Homies hve gone freer apd she aes of de oars 
rest eS et Free aa. Tele way a Ue den 
“soso att entrant you ec sad om «gh 
i'w fo out one the be al doe fed Deer Valo, te 

bp he legend ted Hay all soon levee 











PRE-HISTORY IN THE HAND HILLS 
wr Jean (Con) Car 


stnly reminded of 
ie tend 
‘s 





the plone een hese bulge at fe they bs 












ie lenatons of caapina and maple en the tne founda 
thee howe ead fa Wc 





Tory tll ws thle names when 
oo ‘als who ras brn or ed ere, Remain 
ace hon (poner are te boule atin we hae 
Ae a gy and no hort Hand lawl be 
mune ttaat mentor of thee bey and sure pope who 
EEE cTitthe tes land oat wan len ban td coc ded 
‘Ring ou aca of fe Alor pane wold be sample wit 
‘Conon tthe cit Indian Ti, ho, revo tHe ong of 
‘Rewhteman, fad lad cla over hss ae 























Many Tadan cms have ent ete Hand Tl some al 
See eben recoded Perhaps ite os vandals oe 
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The eusted eld of the Hand Hil hove yet her eden 
i a carly people, wad many sls of Inen ae ne aed 
Seti ci man hl fe 








CHAPTER 11 








Lone Red Gross ws gla ivaed in the ft 
ie roe py ee de tn pleats 
sal it propa for ur by Me Ed Bal 























(ore “The Lone branch ofthe Re Cro ws ogi by 
Carige Het 6s pet be veel wo. 
Sint t/t tometer sgplel pani te ato ls soc 





forthe Red Cram mone oe UPA 
ASapesedhat'e Spr day and plese be sage Tort beet of he 








ie? GA ed ht Bi nr Jk Miler a ee 
redo ut oo shat hit ranch and dat the ett 
rowel tothe Lansbnte Red Come, Jo Mier sue! the fall 


‘ponsliy of veisng preparing ht pound, clcng the neck 




















sel main te Som whic meh ont fo be bg oe, Jy 20 

To eyes tht spect he Re Crom pened Jack Mile 
with a Bondy eoged ad rath hich Jak J Prowly ‘xh 
Toect teeta Ai ae fea stmpede povel tle soci ont 
it'eae sm dled tuner show for the bent oe ed 
‘Gunt te illoping yea, in wc the Hanna, Calpe and Dei 
Feces cre is prise sol anc sod eats 


The fllowing eile wee meno of th Lansbate Rak Crom 
during World War EUs Opens See Mee Wn Cyne (ove Ale 
‘Mi Dave Reeves (ee Lily Sina), Mex. Sins, Sey Mex. Thomas Heston, 
Se ie Leonard ll (noe Caarine Hasan) eR 

(ce Beli’ Dua), Fer Clark Bi" Won Owers, ‘in 
Wiamaan (ne Ply Doug), Mex Ronk By (ld ot of ekg 
Inthe cok ci at the fist taped), Me). Young. Mr Robt 
Mio, Mi Mlray Hanon aod Me’ Ee Novell” 




















The flowing scsnnt of the tht sanpede wat writen by 
a Bal el we Cee Ie bere tea sate tht memonbe e 











‘Que: THE FIRST STAMPEDE” “in the aly smmer of 191%, erg 
Jed regs lig dee wb pat ot te Jock lr 





an near the snus onto te Hand Hie Lake a psd fr he 
Soto the Red Cron 


This show wae alld the Hand Hille Like $1 































1 bolas Jack Miler ase the fall esp 








The date was st fr foi 2h, and eel Jy 
prs Ih gree and Ed. Willan te sme Tack och 
Fh Lake lod bas and Jn Lawn of Se Tham 

i Peg wn had smd a, hgh 




















che Hore Teh. | 





the te sow ured et 10 bes He fy mle ne 
2 eck Mile 





1 rie the Bue ore in the sng and sunt of 1916, Wale 
Macslond nto werkt ty Mile sas roe hi tothe Tata 
‘ports 1916 we rode hint 2 dance at Lat Ale be suo 

cd bching bone, Wale sai 1 bad own ow 
uuu yon ender th ale have gu win oe ong 















‘On Jly 10 de ft ates began tase with am 
ide of he oe, 












5 were parked wt of the bldg, and orth, The Re 











‘wag operated by Red Crom members fram Lonebut Hany Craig 
nso ie, ts de May, Jo Rie ad Mong an 

















‘if with one furrow. A few of the lage badger hole wee shoveled 
Tata 1 would be cuore 9 ie ade toy, ut war OR, 
3h the at he ce he we ow i 








The show got rling aout 1:0 wth pony ree, hase rae 
ow bare’ mee fe whlch te es a  ccage Bese doe te 
faces would be to his iurat voit al the send poe ma a 
ie bane em ig i the lt Bere en ie 








Thre war ao 4 slow cr ice, te car malig the omest tine 
star hic badger foe that had bee fled 'wih dit i ovaably stalled 
‘Te rce dew spot del oer 





"Aer the ie, the animes, Waller MacFashnd, called for 
‘oro tive tothe coals fr ihe bron lig 








he the marth nn sow 
‘oath Ae te Hand Hil 














shit s0'we all rae frm ete No Tar aur eae 
“The chute was Bull om aout the mil of the corals om de 
te sock cme out ded north. The hall econ where 





seta the sl sci to the wat wat al ne fed wih 
0 ca fone Fora acon me ind ane ta ane hall eto end 
‘i's twormie fence exp al ie fake fot te a 

We were fat turned oot of the chte with the wie wort in 
front of ua sing af carson each ade an eyone wi & oe 
tne wasted to lp of binder cal chae hares a fn ont eowboys 








“All the stock had 10 be ight and anced down meine 
sadde and yrage On of te tle produc fry oun: bode 
tl akesel ble the show ot ser way Each ine war ped 
room war made ping wr vs ued unl i fe 
‘allowed without tenn. Wl wan cased = amon, 











Ted Gantsr, Tam Lain an Bl Call wee appointed jules 
At het tise Te Gudne war buyg ate for fat Bare He anh 
Sater, Clem Cantey, bnew ety sens of he Had Hil, Clem 
(Gerda ae contrat a he Clgry Stampede 181, ble 
fn the dle bone ing nd er opr 

"Whe I it hrew Tad Gainer he wa 
ad ve, dy sos er Never ley 











We mets oie ne 





the late omar he would vt he rahe fm Steer down 
the Hand Hil and leg be Ra Dew Rr taconite 








e 





A blee hls home wat fone Stel soho must have had 

big tern nthe fal 1817 bed move strlen ead 

US," stu of Hanna, ut Be swe worked thom to the sck 

Saati sal Puncher end branded dhe ees thi were ink © 

Besa ead Burs’ brand. We sr ott the cone Yo be ship 
‘te puking plant 











Th stock yards were mal, we wore se days 
rand ows sa oding » rin Ind coe 





el ured te sme ober yl and etme in charge of 
shot tw hued seventy fend oer oa fod lt sth 
Tos ip tn mb af iad mar ve ele lose 8 
to buddy pol 








1 bse all the contents agreed ewes far and compet 
fudge oth atc Hand lead Seer fe sve 





"Ages deal cou bo write shot Tom Lamon se the Lawion 
tam However slice toy ta or eer ys Tom wa oundop 
{fran be was t ged shan good cowboy std kocw the com 





Tat might not gual im for w stp Jade ander esting 
rues tl opin tly, tat tat ine Be was oer ar and 
ttn nd orl oe yess afr that be Jed te Hand ils 








i Cavell, of Une Wil ase wa fen elem was 8 
horace nasal by Howl He cme Aer rm ao td had 
SaaS ao when tat rely wi, He ma «ig san te In 
TSE Joon nbn that he nod raed pl, ep oc, or 
i Jt Feo ongoe Sand on mie here he has, be 
och sie mike te. 











se was rl tine cowboy and rote gd hors all his 
Ae tuning tine be a op a hee, fom yeas of epee 
A SSS ee he hn ie bone rider mas br Wouble o aco 
tit ald dle the pd 





Hews well quale jd i heey dasa the Ha Hs 
Lake Sump He ware 4 Bap ture ad ry ey wit 
LAE ES7Pta ron tater ltd remarad 9 Uale il that 
SE eit of wr opporeniier and young man should 

jE gabe Unk Wiles py a," ave manly Tot pp 
se i acl have bc toro) th ely stabs Te ake 
in be mits 
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om. Clayton Ferguson, a bother of Mex Cal Hart 


the 
pie mney the wae to bjt deg 

































he show woutd yp wih a dance tn te hay ot of the barn 
sod lta tl morning’ Ungote 


or those who enjoy poy ery inches poem wth the 
penis of he wrt Me Sd Lang ef Flanna 


FIRST HAND MILLS STAMPEDE 





© igh omer mn 
“he ea ft ete 
The ssospiere was weer, 
Wer ble ge 0 ved 

The fst Hand His ake Stampede, 

















Falls dred 





Whe ciren daned ges 
Fre most pepe the wat eel new 
Yeu ie mar somsching din, 
1 drow fan fet evrywce 

‘he word of ica 











Horses andthe early Medel 
Aelar as thee oll we 
Thea the feo may 

Aad prope chest ad 

At the Hand Ts Lake Strpede 





le wa hd bie the Hand Hil Lake 
‘Upon the Miler rnc | 
AAP proces sow 

‘Wert to ell Red Gos Branch 

‘he oa aches all phe In 

For the crowd must git mony’s worth 
A the Hand il Lake Stampa 
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The grandad we ode 
eB i 








fe erg 


its tne cs cowboys ide 























‘od nally he Lt vt wt 
Mesnng wenyone mien chan 








orto the Baylt of the bara 
Th’ held the cowboy bl 
The dence led ol orig 

















And think that’s tue, inde 
or ther wl ner be wtb 
{ie the Hand Hie Late Stampede, 















del Oral yon ty combos | 
Remember, there was sill start place 





We know thu they hive gro 
Always they'l be remembered 
‘When we decom of rd remember 








So Loe oF Hu, remus TH WATE 








1S LAKE CLUB HOUSE 





“The following + st of cosune ll who fatally hep 
finger tthe Cte Hoe plas sa wth te epson he ft 
rapt HBS, das have Ina: 


Preens: Iy A Hlet, FL, McBain, Aion Anderen, 1005-21, 
ary Shela 19, | J, Mil, 28s |. Mane, HBO; RD. 
eninge 10058; Jug, 1885 Prac Courtney, 1850-68. 








Yuen SW LH Ml, Sy. 
ate oat. une, a, A 6 Moray TOE 
Yate tae Chaos bids k'& Contn 186 

s, lseat "Hard, ith Se-Vie-eene D. Ba 


ss 


















2.6 W. A 
Shocfe subettotd for him) "W-A Shoude, 1882 olan Bene 

















183635 Arhur Marion DE, Kinpiey Morn, 10308; Dave Whe 
THE LH Mona, Jy 1888 
(CHANGES IN THE PHYSICAL FEATURES. 
ne of the unin aes of the Cabs prow his onthe 





ihave been the proce through which se sly at watching het 
bg ied 














sarpecirs wee Jk Men 
Bride 





Zan tai 








King Marion reals Shorty Moray, Dave Wan, Le Flt Lo 
Den, Main snd Anon Aran, Fre McFuen, Coorg Hard 
ie. Joa Eads all eer obey datos, and Radel 
‘Set wispy tn pan Dag er ee spin 
Re etre was a bck braling pooped tk. Mie Noro, teal 
the ge tovrored comet mint powered by wo ten on ranks 
ou dees the lar cana, yo Bd notig dat wale dy exept 





























rv the be, Hary Shots dared King’s tie he day he spp 








st cly the barest neces mer evidence, each year ew Spone= 
sme en wlions were mde ling the edges sana 0 and 
thing hoses sods ple wee established jant eas of the swings 
the oreo the all bat fad tobe moved fare roth ang 














operate the “Lady af the Lake” frm the pler on Stampede Day which 
{tata lows Qh, “That Wiliam Mild grantee eo he 
ak Whar? force peta of the yeus a0 the xl ane of id 
Second oa if reqused ater one yeer ain event of Cub oot providing 
{Sia bn ha Mil ave he a ne of cond ae” Unga 














Me. Penk was he shipper ofthis eat aa on intrigue 
int the Lay of te Lake" was hvog bet eto tare ain 
ite he seevothy for he cies The bat hab 
mie ont of hc ial ae 1829 doco th op tn the ter able end 
inet emergence of sand are‘ bung ows and per so 
Ine se othe ake Tw no deed Dy roan tle dn 
26 the emai ofthe ler wer baled suey by 1. Moe aod 
Paice 




















In 1995 4 ple wlopone stain wat Ile fe the Clab Hesse 
we greed he tone ae the tule i he bares fr pp 





tected fn 1005. Un hat dime arses 


The fat custing rink wae ain 1926, and Hand Hs coe 
diunpssted theme at sSrond"tn agar dra and 
ferent Businenmer, fom the ings sang the Hoe ogi tht 
Teli nd ural hee onthe dace la fo ath «few wink 
tthe spe pee um on «twenty Jour hour sched’ ‘The Hit nk 
doa anda bu aga 108, A basketball cuts ad en 
sem cout pane wp acento Mt bot ary tn te 0 al 
ft deta, "The suing nk war marl, be pre vod eee 
Ihe cours ds in 18Gh Me lrg dpe he cog sk for 
Soo Cone hus dll) the Dsl Contig ‘Clo t.blp pay 
SP th bak ot The semsinder a thelr mus shed ).B 


Py 


Th iar 







































a big lt ane of 194 for S070 Ueto dala od sevens 
sane bate ak oth ete fe Cab wee ne 








Howard, Elmer Flt an Loree’ McDoosid simon mmedinely cm 
ff men estblshng new homes in the diet nd a new eft was on 
{Woy The Han ly Bros charged ot of the tes and lade 

















fhe No Highwny Lengo, slong with uns fem Sepa, Eade, 
Thema ad Del fall aso which wil be fund der Hard 
Ty hdea Tne arene nar damanted Se 167, ot having been 


Daring she yeas my sents have ben mae on the ground 
ts CDA se Shoge the seu bad tbe tend in ase fore 
oF pally. To sar bese mete elt bop accommo the 
ere om am the twist comer andthe he on te sou 
er our ote aro 





sie ofthe tack for te scommdtion al tie ois necing ier 
Eom the 





“The bailing) en the Cab grands wore al pit ia 1906 by 
Joke Stu and the nakeap bas fer fmen retouched dee by 
i pang tes Tho Young People's grup pained ‘be 
Flowacis Gorey sn Dai ng pint nse by Ml Gus, 

“he choc ige?. sod and ouoees smog agin whe he 

11a! Cle under the aicton of Me. Ral Rowden 
NaN thc Otte? Puiion I Aogar af 16 in TOG, dhe Clb 
Faced Feces and Cove trp th ball pope 




















rations have been ached and wally & 
cick Tat The hall wot towed: TUSK ew ny of 
Barer the ftp baremet Bor." rad nu the Cab 
‘Fos wes devel 18S; an pet om. Candie Utes. bat 
Fee Nowing hog on lis st 105. Ober fet mar psec 
Tele Tn the ma and ae basement way Dulin, exer 
‘Siestape lding tun Ge spe the nar en ebulling 























BE SMS? Sid rerverng toe Lichen coun Even he 
vermont wer in of oe eon or In TOG» provncal 
ion tae’ na eee, The al mus rene in 1868 My ew 











The mat recent adltoes wo the Club groin were the dre 
ona puchned ran he Basle Mire Cal Coopssy of Shae 
Ao Eompar of etree he Clo and thal sos edly ect 
Wy Woe Rg and Alsen Moc devia ap and meas of rung 
Plain nnsforing aol resabicing the balling cesta 
Tile se Ty te ping sre a sting tote while the tid 
TRE Die have proven tatty can do ayy 5 shih ey set 
thet le 











INTERESTING PNTERPRISES INITIATED BY THE CLUB HOUSE 


“The Cb Howe hasbeen the ce of many sc tle amd 
srl evens tht wind ey Sec sad awe. Wen 
See peaSe mug rm he Sate he oie wis Min = qunty 
Wer shave In the ens ol, 122 182, thee wore rnd 














{he Chan spond ahting.vengs trike wel, conven 
IS Jase foe at's rlladiome, Semon or spe tes were sold 
the ‘einai pane ‘The champion, ste wes Jock Pave Ae 
we SEE ules dow were bo bel at wot fe anne fol 
seh. The whey oot wae'n adie an 103. The ist plana 
Se Gtaghe HES and Me Pr Medder, an aden ohne 





TOTES oj advanced some ofa own on rd em 
Tice putas the spam was dlc aod wie feplacd Tn 
FREE lly snd ass ont paral ser oy 10 bel 








Many will remember the ln shows andthe Jets gen by 
Prolanr Oui of be Deparest ef Exes, Eaorton, nthe 
Petne wine srwoys of C6, ‘The mvers-belogten ap 
SESE "Chae Chaplin comes eects lr reepec A 
Te oe Gt tome apogee the Chen's Pl, wich was 
SHEL GIG st Jane ek the Metiay of King Gerge Vall the 
EiSlbing schol chen’ rom the sumanding dis wool cone 
weiter fete ek event ea and pay the open. lect 
BSTEeehome pb, ed ted gp oe wih eteing chores, 

















1 1805, the lab grand peomion to Me. Neveombe, en Elmer 
Stoll ince with epi dua aby, 1 hail the Css 
Sed SRT Cub Houle Athough avery aba ree een 
See nl not he yen ety ao many of the clon 
SEeEcapctney sone Famer casey the aly iat 
TSR he newly guriaed, ds) plant Chien wee 
ootg ke tes ifoe Held" bomb and paris were ng 

















rrr entaoce om sa 2 sary ff dele ass cle 
pu homely dosed as held wore pulling curs. Loyal 
DNbe'ta hey Ia sl cing drapes Took more, than 





seen el each Tis iam he cosine ble they could 












ites Sica Sod the Miler git harcng to: Witney 





ite ‘te oked forard fo year fer year" One 
{Ghertn clon all be. way mt Hl 





The Lad! Aid peared he ol 
» ‘te dass "yar exten 











sombe's Uyebind costme, or Perey Coldwell Ina baste, while at 
‘ud fom “Alberts Bar Boa 
toch saad while her jewelry toca of threaded. pumgkin 
i Nesally, Wilene wo "aoa 














which we ae ening lon Sic llucnce cel deeet 








> WILLS LAK, 
OD ete een cette 
ws ra Gome 





Though many eng mcepinns have, bean sed nthe Club 
Hows, ow vlan Ut to welding tok place tee wth the on 
Apt 1964 The ooo hp haw Yur Leey td 
Bowes ford wie ete Oy Rex Taso, 
Maris Beck an Ela Matin exchanged th 

fhe'Chas Howe by te Head He Las 




































show sjontored by the Hiner Rol Cowen snconlale ner a 
“all woursamense—cburch services held pets and aherwaeds 
ny Sh hd down OGTT peor 
ion Seat ie pede pee 

ice 
just young try remember the 
$6 the ounialn of pfs bubbled on and parape when the 








the 





sett 



























UNUSUAL FEATURES RELATING TO STAMPEDES 


ous fstors ve tro te one been rele to eampede 
ccleratn The fit sample set the prec So orga th 

Slow ea ate: wath war won by Howat Andonce deg hs Dade 
ean slowly pombe in hgh gear Other ergs were, ini 
{he gud. le inde tb toes The "Lay of the Lake” dong 
Abed. peiely shui be nda be coup of NU wo, In 
TESS swing oem todd oo the wack cr, While the ale 
face faurng Hay ‘Snow Tom. Sabi, Mev ear and, Tom 
Milt wer pice steeine Some mere ren aol brs driven 

antl sty es cased when nborn fst weal be Soak 




















ne of the mot amorous events eve epi mas the ney 
Aaa of 1805 and. hone dance He ey by oe hoe feck 1 
trucos the cof he ground eal by ght aig. 
‘Openings were ecm Sah ce nd tet wore omelet 
teh cet per'dence Au none daper wor fae, wo deta 
troll arte fa wth 4 rope sod tbe new dances wool fe In 
tne than ready fo he net ee. 
ray racing was fr many yeu «poplar eck fete, end 
Me BG. Innes ws hued che tine foarte However, hares 
Mingus roped 082 fy evr athe Bony Expr race Tht 
ied fe ue hanging of sale on several mow (oi who 
the gris fsead). On lap wee ml fem cle ads, 
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158 a boxing match in the cing nk war an aad Sempode 
suaetan, Mon qieted yp 0 poche Sandingrocenly” Heke 










Se cate 





As exiy a5 1890 6 qenlemmn named Sporn was ihe oll 
sonounerPbably, the sest poplar announcer ne tse hi 
cly wes Archie McDonald Red Willow wh st send tone 
oc Balcs of lanai bee mang a ln nae’ forte 
Himove ij, while Alex Jase ‘of Pee, har ben nding 
for ladies the cover laf barrel race which ie now put fre 
Bit lade divigasd.dhemeles ar more vivid wey beck 
Ine beac However, a wallinown pap man fom he eM 
EE Bal ayy "The bre wee made te creat too wba 
freeze goed or shoe” Aran rv prcatin hw hoe 
Tad tothe serge eoed’ down Eddie tw eve) Sl 
tar those gram Pak “er co when the pceop 
ser then ede a hyd Salat A 
‘ave blr wee Bosin Li (i, Tom Gite), Nera 









































The Haak Oceana he Spade 





In the iis the Hime Schl Ores ander the dies 
cf Me." J. Fiat plnyed tn dan tha wage ne 
sl ear, here ap feat pie by Alben Moench ey ene 
arounttiecekaundhe-eck? ‘The tothe Emer 
iy aod ebro ani sie at 

trond bare done hss he oe Caps 














‘Hand ils Stampede, Ths Howard. war once attacked by 
fn angry Brahma, and Janay Moench ried ap ane le 
on the Tongue of Hk Will's cackwagon a he compe he 
‘ofthe jugs stand in 387. Ap nmanageablerce hore broke toagh 
the th Ease ord plang no the ein, een of who at 
ire, For the remainder of hat year abe ly inaction, 
lone bys ley reespoaton‘perbae She yes 
‘Escada td pl om hav ie bara pra ves 



























lor dr Ye he edie Spd pd Je 8 3946 


Probably she ent whish ald the grates parton fom 
lyon of the fieth cvoseutely held Stange bell Je 8, 1066. 
Re meata prbr de dary comites tied Uden on ey 
iter ibe vent Ada snl Don Benes tated 30 ro in 
{2 toe over 10 and 495 god thos otinen wh bad tended 





























‘2'he grounds His and At Kanner ede the ales crate 
‘snare sven hoes Por he rt me alc pare 


Ey 






















| 
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so ing oom, Me Meo, men 
Mo fei dec a 









‘OUTSTANDING FERSONALITIES CONNECTED WITHt 
‘THE cLUR HOUSE 


‘Though i would be impose © meen all hose whe aye con 
tabeted stimulation or whe pet ear he nna 
‘aot hikory would be tnoompce without meson 
ies antaions have ten unm uti oF parle fe 
the Clas progress. oronst on thi et the an Joh Mile wae 
ivoire as ag between th dypamc and the mae hs 
ecipton ohm publ the July Dith aon othe Hanna 
Herald in 1817 can arly be poset. Quote: “I h rd eee 
‘het one mas Me Jk Mi, wn tng hist ante ds 
4 Hay Miles, could nanee'an gir 8 smpede oi pos 
tos which at ea’ oe een aie pace cna ae 
5 say, hs sped cold propery be cles "One Mes Semee 
ihre har bet noc brs 

















ine. The date of Hoaocing, areagng the propem, seca aad 
4 unde oes things Ton hw ears of Joke and 3000 
pop sy tha he feds oaton with sngalied sueass™ Ungote 
Bova trough she years Ms lille porenaly cat at san al ay 
cxsoment nd myty over ebtecr, facies heeled Spee 
1 the Gib House. Me Miler was op dee every Your wl he 
tine of his deh wher be wat ceded by Dik Cage, Sie we 
the sith of is ehuckwago carer, exbshing tenfold we 
‘hespiohp esl whi al ese 





Bly Shou, eldest so of Mr, and Mm. Chester Sho, played 
{9 sega prt Ua the Chie, Bory He arin lew Mee Boak 
‘Shoot of Vicor tela that he teed any fe Man ake, 
ar fo he migration wut in 180, Tis may pr cae egy 
‘ite ‘douniratve ord which may sl be vowed fs ee, 
fe His serge wat immaalsty or aswell a Sere Boot 
speling, precio In deal od moten pracy mena oe 
foc ball yet he seed arb pede and sectnch occ he 
She Cis dowd fling all dates th depatch and face Toh 
Bly never mare he Had it for ener fe ad ae aS 
"he gt and could ad HB eps Bt fre rine moe 

















Many tallns ame to the ely spades, phe hr epee 
sd aye in the sre or sell dae ata skew tine One Peck 
‘ste son wan the ain of te coe pty hee ake 
fe be sememanbere her. Pil Dern known Yoh ee a 
rable” was a rege cane the re wre he eed 
Shuckwgan diver he also Grew lvorabe commen Among, hi ac 
































iments was bis sbiliy to entrain. Siping. Hey Laude 
eT nbc, who ented is sompetct confidence Pill Des 
Fos oi eof Bunting cet few years 80 











Orv Swandgyst s known a: the “happy fa” ofthe Hand ils 
secs Severs iat hep kom ore eeytiog hit 
Tce Including hie" poe mone We remem, Ton the Bre 
HESEA Wistar aed Dye who Hiely sharp le spre 
Bead le mene. Beal’ Ms, Lawrnce Bree of Fore 
rete ion hee annul. shred our pons and won cur Beare 
‘esl sc or he fg tar tthe von bulletin a hey flow 
jute e's ote, Many te, reorier Pete Ket who re 
Af ke Hand Hits verte te lat sen eig the jar eer 
ie death 











There are many wh by sg facet cated bie nck 
un fr heme. Fo anasto wat anal” Mel Coury 
He" eto the yours of hr musngerhip nin svi coped 
FSR Os “tid Tees" Homon Tobe, holed every dere 
TRA econ wol fly sab the chy. Heart 
SotBe tthe Club He Bly Mild sewed spec Clb Howe 
‘Steak from 191 sl te yar sore hr deh ange pride 
inva prowntble hal Live eck Henderson,» meialoes,ookhxper 
aera en chs of ht ko the ener ching he 
SU RANY Sout wth the inet poco. Pd MePaddon sal 
‘Sec at de mn wt‘ ay 0 Gab 
Pugh bunch of young bones beled them build an arena, pat them 
AUSERtA nt hehe feof to the Nar Nine Hokey Leap 
Shee ctica vine le Inport wes Yo “pay” Re our 
A in Nea ct tems, he moment off peat me 
em Sl remember with onal. Among the lel boys who %e 
‘Bede Syuott's Jed McDorai Av tear manger be has prover is 
Sealy at ysding np supror poup of che worker who ke 
Baise Kow'we te ss mal bcgs ml sock tha con dele 
Thee nd ges ows mre Hor sod cwtoys than any to 












































Sesh Dale Fey ate ono peobabiy brought are 
Sosy men othe Hand Hl than an ter asa or 
She rtd oll ra cwagan cer bere Inthe Tl he 








sete tn went fr etng x mr ckwogpn chamois 


ack In 1B(7, he Clay decir: took vp elloction to buy ht 
fuse why odie Tllog yest hey appt © 

ersRe tops fo the tek and one event Vine Howard wat 
eh mbes is peep nko kup the change and hong 
ee ed fate ws, Vile be made Hi why 
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a tumph. Each year the dicts fel eas reached the ite 
tated year she 'new ans ele wad moe elo. 

‘nd the Ine Coll pow tnd ahs wal ay ch leo 
rmler hi dedccon sed they poms ike torch tothe oie ng 
Wich by ee“ ore 








(CHANGES IN CONS! 








Justa dotr hangs the psrpon asthe patents conden 
flctntes v6 the ciation psy the Hand ll Lake Clab 
Houmas Sevlopd by yen of nan” dwn tough the 
Years, Exton ends show that megs were Bed wey or Saay 
Stopped om the toe and 8 new decsor spoil: As hee wae 
fidence that ended consrble Teton it sem 
Ie te roped die ecw oper. Doro he quency 
ihe dete rere eu lating neler 0 Tor (ae aes 
be satan Tom theta) il He new ons blo ed 


























I dhe field of publ veatone complimentary kets were id 
to allan fom aighbourng tw wll 4 it oly 
dinars analy to te de empl Dit wee al for att 
Taboo atthe rte 'thee dla pr day forthe week pro foe 
Sampo. Through ‘he ain" ides Sept he malls of 
tbe"tmentves mann the sels demanded yp, ihe 
‘be ten scum: Large ots wee owing eo the Cle 
tle wod Hasna below wll ats either ch x the 
Hn Hil eth: Hea ek ne ies 
erry tes na ebndaned bor of Saoming So Sa Ere 
‘Tren mere regu pay sit ft and al ie abo 
We dana rate By icing epdnt "dt yooal Pcs 
ich at etn ral and low pnsin Coury! highend ping 
Ke laura! the gznalIvevement of coat men he Hed 
Fils Lake Clb Hone once more brn sent The fling 
tn in Aug 1983 [Mibe, Morey F Gio, B. He Wa 
Hla and. A Coup sald monies bong ret then er 
th ine ofthe catog rks in Deer of 188. The vated ons 
Although a few years have reer sight df, ever sino O49 
fas the bn sunt teach depletion apd te preset teal 
‘stan theapononip of th Hand Hieber. 
































Thowth many saver men hive Hien up srowgh the Hand Hl, 
charged waht oreny othe seat eas” neato small ete 
Sold slice tape the hundrde of ie shane, dors 
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somite men, gene, wea and chute opens, str and om 
Seles rice he owner wack fil, ete 
teins A a vn weed ie Hae 
tl bywaye wich ed ote Cab Hose Tet Syn" were the pent 
at ape hfe Hes loving so em the yrs ber” nd 
tiv th cnc who wl ace ta krow tht the “fet eae” tee ot 
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ELMER SCHOOL 































































































CHAPTER 


IMME ELMER SCHOOL DISTRICT 
The int minnies of ths dice wore ronded on Jnnary the 

et 1913 Sine smu a how the drt" named 

mart ava heve een wel rubles 

testing wer rece ser the captn, “The Eimer Schoo! Dat 

Wain Se ta a pone sr eS aby 


















alike many fe ald rl whol whos eons wee 
their cborpton byte tne neem, Ec Seo 
ewe ben pronrved tact ough te tof hor crear 
The following tlomaton Ie len there 


Wiad by Mir McCloy, then hc hed evga. 























abi 








ming ber nesting dete uacartbe be 
are fan ews ie P.O. Coney sored 8 fal 
Mion eof for eons fay tlnal watch during the month 
amury sod fen thraugh mw af Fenty, for many ye 
































Tir nt di these 









cit 
Yetag cen to Ber spe 6. 
wo Tomy 195 ann vom heb Ang 








he flowing eof fils that awed tbe Fer Schon 
oan thigh the pears As cman: LHe, 112, 
Perron, 3H4I010 Anbar Daw 1914 Rober Cong 
(Gas Tene, 07-2 vod 1656, Laue Zim 18825, Wendel 
Seen 164%, Bier Mache, L9H Wober fade, 105868 

Th meet od he yas of ec ro lle Pad 
101g, WE Lindy, 191, Tom Gay 1914 15K Moron 11418 
Shanes 101-10 P, Caer, 103734, Abe Moench, 195-82, 
Jie Lele, 165, Ken Brom 198 so 1968 Nermen Neon 107 

‘The alwing «tet of teacher who peed cur the He 
Shalt Mis Chars Been 14, Me FB abe 15°18, Mis Llp 
Sats hi Ker T1025, eC. Neweombe 19052, Me. W. 
Fe HK hs, Ac Malls, ORIN, Mn He Kary 18203 Mie 
Fees, 190%, MiG. les, 1036 Mnf Cock 198-96, Mr 
etberl Me! Wen, Maul, 196%, Min Io Kol 131-46 
Mow Hh, 104, Min. Lynn, TOMI. Me 
M4, Mie A. Mart, 104-46, 6, 
PMeDonti, 19966, eA Ca Manche 196 
{Gu Mie Leda 1062-65, Me B Hvar 

The tchart taht tthe Hand ile High fom 195 
We ance hope at op han cited roo a 
Sus Margera, Ms Phil Noe B. Coke Mie ©. Malle, Mi 
gee Hore, Mas Mm, MN. Sth, Ml D. uemann, Ns 












































Naot Cn Siar a 












More than the “Reading sod Weng” 
‘Mer shan place the ple. 


For a dicts mae up of people 
fh tle in the vin eds 
“Wi lige wl om thee hard 








tia you who hve sen yo sie 
Tha "Hand Hie Hering kp 


‘Ad Tight up your cor cob, my fred 
Fe er beteen ts to cre 





tend wl tog tthe I eng 
Thaugh you may think thy canto me back 
Prereis ano ocx, 











MR AND MRS. LESTER ALBERT FLEXT 
‘ the warty tone‘ ce fron Nib Onan, i te 
Aide dette is dad came te ae Macks. Mom he 
former Mire! Margaret MeDosa civ wet er fam sont 
{G00 om Hunsngton, Que, ot shams i the Ail 
Alora but sao Hoo Calguy © te 

(ur pares ware mare in Are, Osher 17, 1906, and on 
Cuber ee heya st Dr hosted inthe an Hl 
‘Gore ‘This henson had bem cen cut Tn 1908 by Dad and 
‘ether Thomas and conse of NEY 329-164 and SEY 32.5564 




















this hey hed mind al frame pe 
fens whi they pura rm Frank Te 
Tame a ot bo, 


ang omstng oft 








revit tn his marigy Dad had on engage buying. ling 
and tale bre, ieee he ledy bad eoogh sock sat 
ing, Many ode weve ought ih Montna ard alld oss 
‘unt o home making many dei tlang the wa. Thong the ye 
[orto ths wry of He sod slo ado fe ara Kinde, 
Shchennn, and nok to Cammve. Te tnk mest syn om tae 

\ erry 
ton ded Un ff ed a ws best 20 ermal 














‘Since Dad ws ews so much, tt Mn ot ely 49 manage fi 
nd home bt ah to were te Bed ei oul. We neared 
teu ated ke beng i by ly lth, ad she happen 
Sitey, Mom sims had her ewe en 10 deve and poke of of 8 
Sitch pie Dooling sanity oft eum of wal of whch be 

| tres very fd. She le sd the se and wth te peas pursed 
Thy bullet which louye pac the ng oom sod two dress 
‘hac nce inthe many bedwon pai 

I tha yeu she tok af how dey got thir foo sop: om 
Slee and ony one yn. Thee wee sd by tum ard wage. 
SS Sho week wo make the compete urey. "Py soa ave 
Toye olen pol plat forthe srg of spl, och aoe ge 














ow with the fan wll rtd nd aye lp arsund they Soon 
strato bale brea wan ply bitin 1008 and com 
Peed 100, nhshe umber being Ble om Munson by tam 
it nego, “Tiss tse sme abd wes fair ena 
ine Hand Hil wt inwur Somard 105K Many ties recall 























beating how thie Sunday dna ee fen shared with ny of he 





In 1012, he int schon wa bil and named “Ele” fer ont 
Iroter wn wat te int by bore in th comma Alhaagh the 
‘nl hasten wpe by shreeomun ms 8 mma od 
Teeation shang ial bared "Er Seno I nasi the vga 
‘Sholtht thoy Bell hide and pare Ast emmy pe 
tra held ead sr much dsuaon ton ane pas oe Club House 
In te proce Dad an vv Ines and dow shop Ba yours 
it aigayt lyn parr of te Hand Hie Clab Hause andthe 
‘Ring cvet el there CEdtr's Nee Les Fett wo oe of feo pect 
‘tember ofthe bard who wee raed» le mtesip tthe and 
Ponce) 

















In sch, 0 Moo ok Ba neta the Hand Hille Ladle A 
4 whch dh wes mone made eto i ds by puting olay 
‘ng ie hechen srl ar romnng Ue bot fee dhe yoy sam 
per Mout wer predict o Gh ented for mietos yrs eed 
ie premade an bonrery He monies ne te of hr ft 
So Tine slow 1 











Senate nou 92 Dal lt ry i feb Io Hid 
{SPestre However, in the ae flo 1513, moro 
‘ind Wosines cmtnued. For le Gordon Mell (bo bod been Das 
its haw) rena the brn fom Dad Sil nr, Nor Campbell eed 
ET wes ey wl eden laden uid we Bare aed at 
2 onal pt ofl rena in Deli Tht ar covered yw page 
al chery cent roy ete bythe Larkin and ae enn 














rst of hand nd tend ering But wun wl 102 that Dad 
Towed it To 192%, be hoogt ett she thes 
dil aach ion wort tabi fe he mghious then eng fico 
tne as The hes wok tem ll ete mont ying sn ct 
{press td wh ne paying avr thy ll emo nes 
belhoe a's crong dts ed oe il iy. 











In he al of 10 ihe ar the frat dawn a even hog 
ie wat lol en dace tots baer ee tt the any leg 
Hants of th thces the he neal ed, Mont ofthe fed ake 
one te ara sa 








1s win 194 while Dad a king fr «arn 4 replace the lt 
one tht bent oy founds Irn, bat tn oughta ure of deed 

















jin Oot ease rong, Some of he roe ares down trough 
aba Shy shiny (abvays Im th oC) 

ae GrtWhiper Tan Whip hy Svar, So Sar, 
Suet He abvys lap the god ue me eter 
4p Sera HS ee isl Compe, "This as mon 1 Dec 
via fer dn ler member ae faa gm pote in 
Ae Atay ler snd Oro slog some oF the hes rol 
1 et eat ace that hth Mom a Ded fy moe end 
oe ipa of tb sone sole ome tie or er. wah Fe’ 
Fe Sed ns he ace rae ooo, many ines a8 ose 























faye amd msl’ Now: ta Apel, 1850, Harry” Shoolt 
Fee arte ala Hot ened, The Quen’ Hotel Toph te 
Pee teh MEMORIAL TROPHY, a titi, louie 8 oad 
slay) 





mpm te at she Hand Hil sways cls mmo of rae 
en i i gk cs eng he, Sg 
ee ee 

















ace yf sn tan, Disk Cage eo dine te chan 
Fe ee aa i (9 bythe angst on Ds wh 
sa ithipe and one et tho Cages bom. He lo 





eget tor nur yar. Though Marcia ton 
snc mga or ee eas and vay among the tp De Beer Non 
ean og afer ie 








Dale nls rode asta brome in 1947 ae tl or ft ci we 
“Wi the oneal of be won wo war 18, te sn, ale 





nl tte sv i 1EL ed spent the of she next For Fuh 





omc the 
eel 








Tn Joly of 1958, Mor sulle «sake apd his bro wb hel 
sci ne tpamtelor Gn Ox TSH ty lb hls Sh 
SEES wey fal done and open bose wtb home of Othe 
tn Dik Rota 




















‘hey lo in Drude sme nine yery and ore renewed many 
old edshigs at wel as mlog new Gans eel nowy ae 
heihboor on Rivede Brive 


Both evjoed tly gped beth and remained ate wt th 
psn, ln I98S Dad pated ay aldeiy an hee has, 
Tele ion afr an May ID the hgeoe nee 








Elmer Laster dese 1950. Loyd Erest~desned 1900 
Olive Mide—mariel Dick Cogn They rile on th 
4 Rows, ome son Rober: (rare ar Berne Bot Be 











te nd Se i a 8, 
i peri He A et eh yn 





and Mary (Margaret manied Bae Nes 


























‘hid ps othe lat pond re 
Mary Vlele~martod Jon McNabb and rede: y.Drumbely, 
They Tae ere dager Sharon why selyag ee ho RN 





two sn, Lester an De 
Dale Garnett Jun Cle and now rn 
Ive one sn Kerry ther daughters Gal fo ol Comin 
June llamar Laie Capel ede in Cay, They have 
Tene Loys—turred Fred Ca 

















rey ves Inthe Hand His and 
‘on Jory, tnd wo daughurs Sly oa Vd 








“Lie many of the ld ora the tons whic they cabled 
sce md tlt, Profane ofthe mest eg is se 

fame sands tiny In Hertage Park where Lloyd tad Tose aise 
Shop and Grande Pt hose wed yey by 
tas who pa hough tp ‘senor a de 




















(On loking bck we have many cher momar of Mom and 
Daan of he happy clabod ty poe for ure this we ae 








et oye et, Hing, Tm Heb rn Bele Rn Pal 
Beers, weet, Noch Meare ed tre 


ROBERT ANDREW MeDONALD 


otet MeDoni wes tom in Gg, Scand, January Se 1854, 
ss sya may fe Incl at Huot Quebec, Where be et a 
Ac il Kenan, They had fas tilde, Doogl, Cha, 
od and Lore evils f th ea 20 when the ther Kin 
Mire famifes came wes the Dunas ccrpanied them and wok 
we atte In Cary ae ero he Ae re. The Mra 
Monell ae fer Pet end they sed on thelr homestead in the 
HeSr Tt Hr fter end ether enc the Hand land made 
Thee heme wih the Fle unl Lanne mared, Teale, "Gra Ine 








Me. McDonald was « carpenter by sade and bee many sl, 
aca od noes ss aig Hand ile aed lr cool 
THe ds bat the homer the Roy day Jck Bal Tom Cakes 
CEA Naru’ Edwin Bees B"Seiva Mart Andro (i 
feo Eangton ary what mesa, fe), Het, Lorne MeDonal' 
Sar Cece, Hin fos Hole ets 


Me MeDonald de the pins fr the Hand Hil Cab House ae 
view etog ses be weld north of Crappie to Snpet on 
EOR"Eiid Meg's Tie ate carpet hep. the in 
‘Setsetn, Mie Cr Zaarason Mir Larne MeDonall, Scand Mi 
FE tate Ne Hanns Doon soled lay fo tae 
err cali the bse sles te in othe wek snd spl 
eng daly ieee perl ems 





























Grandad MeDonald is emer by the lama ing temps 

ou, rhe man Noon dare touch eto rte 
: fi pene, Ee rf ng bn 
i incdnt i teaton to ht “ruins One ial tare St oe gate 
‘land unable Help wah she theing Day Lenistys en wae that 

‘ropa te barn was mde sublet scenes 
il eed to pep hal pry erase Re col ge alg 
ih Day Hanvah pst sighiy fae all of Gemma 
Th the rats ida all “Hote Lome as aed we nearly Te 
‘eq Dayo come andh atte end of lng mo be eae 
you can dota Ue co-operte sd pot your the ll she 























Gana fod lf in pel eunive ule with “Sew yo eve 
ranted arudha at eT gor et Upsets he mane 
Whe his om lara dogs at bis wi, Grandad ofed his cotes 
fling and phd thom fs boggy He ol is emt td 
‘ra ready ook than op'when be Uy stot shang 
Ind: Diy Lenfy ws berm atm well Creda eed hie 
tert sowing canst for is wate by sings "Ga enough 
ea Day? 











Panhie Byers often tld of a incest whith happened whe he 
ws hg Grandad bud Jers hose Ella ns fot» bby hevng 
Ti nap when suddenly the seeing colaped hung oth ment 
the rounds Mic Joerg ena ut and he very chan ma ek 
the Eepentrs Bleue be more gut thy old wae the aby 
Fog ims! in fief fm te fl rand tured wa ung 











Hie grandam, Lor, wt his dow and ee esi om seeping 

ent ten lel the 
mtn hes creed 
toh bed mined to his ace and wen re he psd 
ay deri the night. Winer Be fneral Gers ce ams Bras 
led propa in, rit te for hurl The fea ses 
‘es coodueed thre a alowal by inrent Ine Dela orc 
feces hough te lent an beat Hand le erly 
























MR. AND MRS. LORNE McDONALD, sR 


Th al Chen Det ag with en of he i 
Sonos A like tle traveled on sedge ofthe Hand Fl ond ght 






















vl have been sede Disko’ pon 





npn. Sich is the oy of 


Lome McDonald, Sr wis bien Huge, Quebec, September 
‘threat, del deine tw ery Ae ng mater 
fran "The to ier ote et say tack thee separ 
{elms wile te inte, Habrs Manali 180, owt te wo 
feonpe clon to Calgary, were thy rant tarding owe The 
MBean vik thle wltes Adele Mie, Me 
Donal et aed mcd Laser Pt Tn 6) “Gra” and Larne 
compari de Fe Bron, sy Moron, and Te 1 the boned 
fe te Hand tle “Twas here Lame pone le north cwhand 
Fertipting in baying persons pig aod ll roond-wps wir 
Tecling ecbtes ead bling up the frat and needs 
ais 




















King Mors chuskes wh he ers Bi ait seqintance 
svih Lata shen wht tang of Poa ent tele oro spy ey 
Tramed ie tec Clgny Thee leorite pastime war baling Chine 
them One wine, he sect the fats coca. we they 
‘Tex nmin nwa When ena dita ame he bys poured 
Tarot te hoa and begin making snowball A Chlnaman war walling 
“isa wi test of te Some of te tye Karel put i about 
fect fet and ban tpg seb tei eh He same mat 

eof he fae hts ser sw tthe Chisaman rae he ba 
inthe i and gp th ther ay to cape the ceive 











(One Chinaman owned ney hire and Iuodey buggy which 
the foys woud gy. haring the bad drag el feet 
teu soprng thea comply Th diver cone then Be “ang 
‘She! tye ened hp the and roel the hare to bred 
eas, Thea he ys woul tl sop pling avd sh he one ly 
‘oul si he Chinaman’ cesorming cnt Te et 








Sancti when they went to ar Chinaman would re eto 
(Chine stbsment S24 tengo inmedily. wth sore a 
Seatnes The byt ho sll ot rr fut emongh to tcape hl fhe 
Unc ples below the ble sdewell and sone bed ty lm 
fo bor lt eons did down 











‘Once « Chinaman with «bully hore wes alg fond of hay 

to hp sable Toe haul boar fal t badge anther ep, 

The Teer bys (whe eat ve Mora) came slong nd edt 

Tend adv nt 0h fered deer Ty sot dat he 
ey under the hse aight aso Th Chara 

EL rhe boro ws avn ys ahead 

ff range of the Rams and he cet burt psn, much telah 


















When she dads wou kde bape what ty a ban op 10 thay 
would soy “Ok! Jot paying” And prbap ee tm the lng 
‘i for thr coc 


Tn October of 1811, hile basing hay oo «befell ay Looe 
ves snddcly sche ya malay which nt prove be ler 
ir thes peas eagle” wih te cer we inet wed 
fay af We Tange Tho eons fs yung an is ale Tae 
STKE “sing the oodnuph of the ieest”and many il reall is 
Thun thd ofl ha tn 1016 he ea dacs sat 
{he Holy Grow Clary re be underwent theft of many ng 
Spee. The presnrewahin the orl cavity mess gest when de 
Eston es maior Infodion spetcred oni the ling His 
Frnptlnton aged fon April st Agu nde cam home wi 
be ih te whow se inet danas Th tbe had 
tote reowed twice mel cena opd era, wile he changed 
She droge pads ice day Mel 


























in the meson, Henosh Moore wes arog up ina om ting 
sit n Raby, Laon, Englund slong wih for sites and 00 
‘others Se beled mk so et deere ilk dally for = nagebour 
[ted diy foe ated col. Though ony cleverbaveg ley 
: fr hending ll cident and Ms, Grote 
Fiche petioned ber msber to tom Haanah v0 ascompeny hen 
Ghonis  ainwith the waeling peolome eal fy tensportg 
five sal ehidvn” Ace mack sal warching vod neptgarerge 
Incr mere made (be Fhe pid hr page whi eed forme 

hry dois) Hannay ever startle be tly Was 














(On May 24,11, they ative a Cag, She vil emerbes hat 
ail sees were oa’ t wet Visoeia Day A a ne Caley Was 
{only ee ol Dumtlernotcountiog the seb 





The Fishes mor Lb ple lide oy 
Aeing yeu Hanah rma picting sok wih wo pall 
caring them i te ee ol the eueetan to ple bot 191415 she 
Sine tne a Hetts to Inlp MF cae for ber growing fly, 
‘ike works whe wee ed lf he rack She ly mee 

Ling lances fo gt bc lt the sl when he cen exe 
ann o'sny Lloyd Ha eine ing ecient He Ue fo 
‘dee haus bt dete Des tara face oa hit ed oe 

Hannah snd Lome were mated In Calgary and nthe rab 
cats he ia fang Dla ber peng bat ey a he a 
ity enor when she ached dhe cn When they eure to Dalle 
irom th hone, one Gd be cota tke tam eck 
{othe ranch Ow of te Cite tren, alered to the dey bore 
Is he lumber Sugon, They gly seeped 


























lore they let fr Calgary Gran ad ten eling Larse bull « 
nse on hs omen. Thy had gunned single twee bome 
1 Geen ah own ae the dol. Wher tay rears Se 
Trond Ga to-scy. dis hee eth ay windows wren sod 
fperues amaing tht. Comment, dow tow ae ens Sey 
Bese nf ervey, sa td prs many 











rmeked the carly year of de murtiog Mont of Ghee eben ra 
Fee wote spot the Holy Cros Hosp Capra Lore 
{e became «femiy tradition for him to ait yp late o Chriss Eve to 
Tent, midight mas rom St Marys Cait oer CCN. The 
Nieto Weer drape aie - 











tn he mani Hanna, dvs sap, ard 
‘he family ino work re and soeebow fenare “Bins ab aol 





tn harvest time Hanna wet mach a demand fl er oeghbn 
ook forthe nurse ews which were eq Sal the ld mach 
‘Win Peet. Mr Jobe, snd be. Congdon, while she and. Aunt Mili 
Zeayt sped eth ober One fall se cle fort whole month on 
dala sie ‘ 

Hannah od het doer, Ruth, were to Inbuloes ker. Once 
they ‘wed ant a fle fn ow ape at a and eres 
‘nah for Ole Fett who tended for ¢ spec oso, In te wat 
Socks and ote wed necniin ae 














The McDonald hake wis sree wd a8 Bop ward nd 
Naller ved with then for five months and rimy were the capes 
Ba eck plea when the Pet chden jel thon Senay wero 
The McBone wre prod vistors tnd itn oreo Dla Habre 
Slats or Peehers wih the tom end hogy for Sudey thrones 





twly "gle an bo sen let summer evenings sing is Uke 
Fired grctdy ntont omnia Re mene inert td scl 
incommniyasie wd eed for several yar tll wed apt 


SI 





dent saw cnn (Shen hye egy ey pane ads 
Pring finn sed them lr wine, Ths later sinter e sna 
Emad) He werk right up he end on Flt theshing ew wea 
te wat aca wiht bra tne te fal of 20U Dis ot 
‘ne led ea ned rom theo Icon ring up nd ening 
SE Bld seam 




















ing a young widow i oa rts” ul have be a ge 
a i so ben for Hanis comet seen sp Homme 
{he lp of er iy Larne who lft school heipher run arm, 
‘he manage athe yunge me, py fl the hk ts ed eet 
en tal foal dear te nd te. She te eame an sean 
ber o the Hand His Une! Chr Ladi? Aid so bee baling 
bering. P 


























se E45 ted Cary wh landed Dr Maal 
inspitl. For evra yeas she made ber bere th he 90, Ket aod 
{062 She sl resides thereat Camran Delve staring her calnary 








Lome nd Heo’ cides ae: Lame, J. who rates the 
mete (ce Loroe BkDonad, ese) Rae the ne’ whs 
Tiely lle) bbe meters Tetps; Ang he nny lens ey 
ie tnd the fllng: Sen exepéenlly Ge ease Wit 
Special Hoac for malag coroy shires avi ine, she ban 
ember alvays sna octped by ober popes soa ry 
together they have cabled such sinc wonnectins with the Delis 
Damier Hand Hills commnian at all cones cate 
lence ‘They have In ta bun ardent square dancers ce cH 
fed CGA. leader but ough all thoy have been pearly 
feted Drmaler Mine Hotty a, flag eam ted 
Deer, iment or Sasatnn wth uniimihng dr. Vina at 
Rint an ec mer of the land Hil Late Clb owe fr 
Dict sace 14 ved th of theo are tog openers ote enn 
gueden with weal which only exceeded by ther pon fr ine Her 
Eas wa hy realy pond of th rete ck,‘ fy 
frandal, Troy. Allen 
EXTRA degen Lyle Rest and Neda ne, a all ste) dove 
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Ick eds wie, he Sooner Jean Keay, lve am ihe Tom Clie 
plot int hen, Linda yl, ary and Dew, 


Pua, mari il Tilden of Calgary an el amy conse: 


Le nnd Done (oth ard and ving in Calgary. Wendy (Mi 
ek Charlion a Edmonton, aod len aed Kim at bom 





Ke, marc Tala Rah, and thy mabe dele home fn Caley 
Uitte "Nonny" toast of ementy-tmo grandadren and ight gree gre 
‘ten tg te bell yor traced hr svete yea 
Hier ear reeiven are Rody and Tey Charon Try Melens, 
oo sol Send Hada, Kein, Daye ard Pst Tide, 











IMR. AND MRS. LORNE McDONALD, 3 


Lee et sol at ibe tine of ls fathers death in 1934, tly 
his me ute lam Te dy tliis were hing hl a ery 
A a keno sppleent the mse op ens tn Marve 
eee by ica ark ws Min where the burda pe 
cee onl ol « ngage, Om er 
HESS tiene Thun dam ap tometer ha be ed 0 
thc a te Cub Hows, ey pc darken, whe dhe 
Ce er deeing Being eve ye dics sowed te 
Sen 


To Ago 185, he mae Pyle Moro +l sol wench 
ston AOE niece. ed nk Toe Tt home war he 

to ic “ao which Suva Lake Sea Divion rent 
tere cchorge, Lore dane bak and fc righ ond morning 1 Bs 
SoS rn he ging of 1G Mir Fd sn, Se moved 
Fitar' Huma an! Lae tnd Pyle moved Ino a techerge om he 
A fends” (the Noman Mase hws ram Cry ih ow 
‘Sree tthe sath). 
ry of 148 dey rns othe Conn far ab had ben 
inn Ber ont the a of 147, and Laroe wae 
wombs tre, Paya wen agin aching tthe Elmer Se 
istic nt enw lf sume ni omic, play 
ike aun iC elbowed) to er is ses ar had i ot 
Ree orie de oping of 8 te ks weet fll od, grades 
Ber rnd eve pans for say toc, or bug The 
ip nde of tannin eho wast lack For one mek 
Bile ne bend fer mote back ord Tr to Hs 

Ta the summer o IMS, Bib tured om the Holy ros Hosta 

ts Cala an ith Wala Mario at companion nrc nthe 
eye hy Pyle soke or tom bo wl he tne 
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‘Bobs pang In May 1849, Ward syed on withthe alte fall 
when Ee more whe Deter bse Cosy 


Ly nd Donne had no fied the fm. Lym a bom th 
4,4 seni tela exh by apne He eon 
‘toring pa drankpuoline wb ee Bee atl 
‘Saunt Maye wang choy dre are ne he 
Xe juntng and seaowed gi we she wee Resets 
who et ming on ery ight nt ae ame 
Tor toe on ith pig of 158 eure a sag ee, 
SesuJonoary of 181 the soo war sel by, rhe ade, 
ete gh ee trling bya ows nly Co 
poret On the ty a anny, Bona deeded serena’ Aes 
Spm er al ight earth pig usb fay ea 
hotel Oral win hin marmot ke hee he peg La 
So oll Ovals ca te ft ef wth em ad Se Ae 
ei ght thom ome sbut towels et sed fy Bea et 
1 the It pon eer oad lt eer of eee 
“Ble te mah So mo ae 
































In Feary 1951, Barbers nd Brenda Morin ce Dring wb 
her ts Price had to uy Hann By May the pie ee 
‘ow hight and hiper and one morning they eke fad aha 
campy tied by ny. Lime ts sed nha ao sea 
the snow nt ne fall the porch to eat does Te eases 
Ino wr sil burl ari the main blre he sane 
‘oth in he digging-out operations to ig out the windows Teg nay 
tr bused under aight fet f sw and thicken hoses sod eae, 
Tacky tbe Henn by an emery raf ener Clkewan ake a 
tnt decal te the abigail of the ar, ie cea 
fate way tht deer lieth br fon the tes ane rl 
five wedi the Tl withthe tet of Ra aa Kit Nera 
ih fet of sta. Geng Kar bpd Roy Sg thers out the st 
in topes of sesng some but al bad peed” Linn feel betes Sok 
bis list wyp. He sod oe the ssowbaskssrond the soa eg 
forthe. Sigh ‘hating, cata Sill bunks awtead ak 
That be dog. and Som alc the snp nee noun he aes 
{GNF peng rn wos sanded at eto Youprons wc owt 
be eaten of the bizar. The wensoraton teup was coma eed 
‘many bdo be ated oto ae the Ferd Hie Ase St 
thee tlane Tae wor Bl Lindy, David Ker. Se. Ren Sng 
2d Jack Bok Por the remade of th winter We McBeal 
‘lays on the oo ie dy spor th they could rash wi ain 
Tht swing the bawmanie ed wih wise lee eee 
tose for, belre thee turn came tnd es Barew Mah athe 
‘shih we in demand by ate neighbor tet 
























































Sy te ‘er ast nated 8 vo 


Ie ing 15 ty re he Me end 
sour ae et aie Pe 
Srey on ete pee el we 

















Avge is which have gies Phyl he mast plese down 
hs jee se Hs the lowing: Ale Baby tought et cord 
Re ne” Wilene Mile, the Fewann oir, Ardy Prot. the 
Sees Pe Garg Conan, the ban, and fees Beds ve ee 
Ser Ee eer tbe sume he wa en The flowing or be 
Sesto na Suny Sl ad chuch soe playing te ren 
ton sho all bole 











Pyle managed to bep occupied by. chord aces, amstar 
ec ig se kas and Ladle Aid foes and ee 
Roy Shon‘! mowed the “bite from the Bxpst Church te 
{Soha prea one ny cet ron mek ed: sw Baby a ey 
er Sy fas sconlon Frm 186 to 1066 be 
EET’ uue tcc he ln le 20 per elementary grads 
{ee anal soe perf dong nating 2) mow onthe Hann 
‘echng st 
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he cides are Dine, Mey. Don Hon, of HometodCle, 
there Don i eplyed by Amara Poles hyve fe dager 
Shannon and Sundin Ly, wi fhe senda Te oy Palme, 
ian aid sprtman sith ypc Ekg fo hekey and set He 
fas ht elle the Os Voratoal Clee Donny esl, 
[Badan fom High Sha Is eting the Unvety Hosp, Eden 
fa, to tain for er RN, and Lanye wn hae vse exh 
tack tnd hdd eens, and wer smiet ofRon Hopes Bata 
ocean who so the provincial chmpasthip tn V5. tle, 
inthe Hanna High Shee 











DMR JOHN PERCY McREATHL 
Prva Meas Marv 

Tn the spring of 1005, ay fat, John Prey Mt and bis 
Iota, Fata the Head Hl oem Won, Ontario That 
seme they Pat py to ce forthe wince My ere 
Ite ee tom Rd Dew an bls ses Or Och het 
zy mother, my broter Campbol and tay) ated leche 
fea Dad tok er the ghy fe miles tthe Hand Hie ts ¢ umber 

Ton days ater pee tak he ay Dal and Use i had 
ot up Lamson tee you os ut I an ill member sande 
Oa char tthe window Mating ht etme by our ne eae 
We’ shen moved at's sue ih buco th, Chew Ms 
si, but don) aod we ned thee forthe "herd winer” of 1906-0 

When sing ally came, we wt south tothe Red Deer Rie. 
1 can stl remember an dat mp acing cole whee hey defied nso 
he aula lang te er Int oS and id," ha eee, 
Seni wine 














Da eeblaed the port ies, st Donal, nd «soe nd farmed 
In 116 he moved we Daa educate to Edt td 
Ic to Vance 

My brother Camp no Iie fa Cag am te wife of « Ualad 
(Church miter, eared aa Sng Stat 





My Unde Tam and is wie sll Iveta loge Ontaria whee 
thy ttt win nay or Gee 1 

lone the sore wat exalted there” No confirmation 
found wil he "Toe Mabon Story” nae he ome 
{tees io hee Pay MeBeat fey) 





[ROBERT SAMUEL CONGDON 
Te wa in November of 1909 that I fet met Boy he was called 
Sebi the counter afte Hand Hie Stare and or Of, Stoned 
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{O05 whee he wrk fo ate ging nr to Ramcy where he mek 

meres in ft, he ke in ae wt Mor 
Mathias eel Mie wha hehe tosh Su 

Coton Whe the Hand. ile wasn speed for heeding 

















‘Wie he was i Morini Bob took do with pasion an 
Ste war 4 vay roel bat deve poor, being cern tose 
"teed sre other guar dang he oon the Hil 
‘eing ive land asec 














"he living quar! were above the sore Every mal day twas 4 
mofh, Sires te ease ee Reg The 
yt for they tok tt the creamery wo hed Fe remade, At any rate 














‘he homestendors rely came aod sce all the wale nnd” Rood 
‘ere eel td sch a. Bob had excep ecatondwat 
Municipal Disriet was formed Bab teense « councilor and Gnally the 
Ree fom aba I throng the dy th 


Me. Congion wat exromaly fond of anal, alin all the Ronee 
by oni cel ving Bob went tod them ts tough ey 














nee member of she fay. She mae » lek of gi ad 
ru dogs whith no ove cold aod exept hell, and mee 
Se neat chaff the ban o be yu deposi on te mex mee 
‘ate were constant compen Mex Canglon posed sn a 














nthe ae forts, Bob sas Ine fn binder ccldent which 
sted a roe hp Caupad it are endo ts made 
im lly an ivan 108, Me and Ms. Lorne MeDovald moved 
tothe Conlon farms Have Pls nard ad cne fr Bod 
Hit companies Wile Marat whe reed tr efit Congo bret 
for oyu othe tine fi det Mayo 190, 








The flowing sony by. Mr Cart Is tel Ind ea 
pws a nigh ato soe th gees fe wh tied the 





MY TWIP THROUGH THE HAND HILLS 1N 1909 
‘ost nore 8 Mi. ose Com 

In the autumn of 1900, the yoo the big prs nent ene 
Att my hnsbnd,« wath Altean war sera ny tothe hare 
Ru «sn Staley Bom, ad ldo aad gy ales mate 
a ofS se eared They fad el Calgary with lad 
‘Thames coupon barce ad suplin, We'd nt her hom 
them for sme tine a toming ery world e bad. ote i tac 
wide RMP at See. They a normed ws that So te es 
iy he ny nd or Big obey fe 

















CConnung to Bear nhing tom them, when Tere of gall 
sto which let Glen for he Hand Me (ue my hasan eed 
ina) doe so take snd ry find my head, Boer ond 





From Calg I elo Glen by CNR, and spon ania 
hey feo the tad of» one day ip hd expe, weld 
{ibe dice dys ache Hed Hil Pot Oli, 


hate wate wo Othe psoyere a he Hag woman and nal 
sh thom ie Dorothy duct wo bad bon to's alg bari The 
age deer wos young sn and very pale wis “Hone” 

AT col o the ot tae wie en eugene le o dame he 
fended tte ror td tl oe dee fr ie thn Tel 
toy tha Tbe den the Royal Mall, We ued std Lawn’ Sip 
ile Howe the ft evening ad thet the tnprenon tt 
ntetreders wee to Sle for all he pai fi 
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Inca wry gut fer «sn nd filly sl, "This eau Be a ldo." 
Wiertnally came ote men bee tela thy seme ery era, 
ot the mall gs Ihe ack he stage but soem ery end 
fad ploy tthe der They salt were lk tt So 
sere weg fr thee dee an two er prepons Wide grey 
Tlingit we elem nay andthe Ace san we ch 














(ur eat sop mes the ser acting the Dorothy Fey. The 
xii ery cong watt sur disens en f ht one We taj ot 
the Large Lg Stopping Howe his hae was ently doles) 





hs th yn red h Hnd Hil Bo fm Sore hic 
was oper by and Mi, Bab Condon The ice wat onthe gd 
The tod he Ung quarters were twas Ut marque nke end sey 
‘omfornble Mis Conan wat mie, fel wn vy irre In 





By stdving «based map, we letned dat my Iban’ ome 

day's joray tay and hom eth wae prolen, 
{Gece epponnaty four ands al as eto where Hue a 
3). Eveyone ive to mtn to Calg, bute Cangloy 
That Twas deterlond nd by moraing abe had thong of 8 slusen, 
‘She celind tat tthe ha ler ter, she wal ive me where 
Tina I var ging end mexnwte ok hie th ot ete: Twat 
on concn thet T woul nce to bey sa of oft the hon 











Coming ron Toronto the “Con” nl he evironmens af Bay Set 
1 had evr Heard of" eu” and won vey pd oat se 
tocint Flere ht it povided mil ec lyr ha Cog se 
ia! 





Mot Congdon had danoort (4 lght gy) ad one hor. She 
i the would and oro anther bane fs young lo named 
rl Ginn Al ber planr vk and ee ery the next er 

fs Cmpion wet peron who bellowed beng pepe end 
su ie Bd we id ha hE oe 
Tercha Sh pained that's pre fire came towed os we Cold 
Sara back fe ih mates, We topped ho Pt Golg we ie 
‘Sand obtsne tne mach, Now ready for emerges weaned 
‘x cr may, sopping cooly ean she bento forthe a ete: 














Wi ny once map pie ws ne ald por et 
snd Jn spit of hay tal ging the wreng nye ered st Themes 
‘inch beam A MU Job tam ced oe ont all which el our 





pe sa ea my a gh eo fr Noe 
seemed enue in ght and then ny. hacand. per om 
‘fo cat aay har You hve to ht bk 


Ey 


7 hi 














ate had been fe sey pat 





long Jury, 01 apd 





Meu. Corts also sls that right punt ere i ast Mes 
swheqerer she tet Fred Gio he woul say tht eine foie 
EUR ae you pint oy mete en for dat hae you boromed 
Shes Cons would wl sn tt bt was awed eos MB 








MR, AND MRS, W, .. LINDSAY 


Since ll loro cnt the det lage of the Lindsay have 
rove Teste lowing nc sre preeselo8 taken of roe 
ro men ctl Nelo, Mi Rog Moron, 

Me Lindy was droge who orgelly mated wo Conade 
scm frien He asa wel! bd in 1508 en the one 
it besa Mi: Lokay wat aque, ered aft 
eat ie Order"Ooe raced the impion that hey wer 
Ese Muay money an suppl mve vay vale I se 

ti. for que a mer i yeas he ws He pounder fr is 
rete 




















log fas of hikes ad toring Marton rmenbers eng hied 
tee sta an ting echney fo Lids ee he chopped 

PSone poay: Ms, dayne be own demo 
Shc abe doe wt 8 the Tam Shopplgs 
mat be spell her Om 















iy, which 

They ha one son, Melmouth, who war oe of the tt poi at dhe 
float Sheol He comple he suet in Cary afer is moter 
gt Pian the aol hs ae Ser, Me Lindy ala ete 
sr ecting is bling Hera ier El Take, allowing 
ie inky’ ene the props war poh by Cay Skewers 





“THE BECK-HUTCHISON STORY 
sro to Join Lawes ano Pars MeDoxass 
tr jee Bock 
1907 Me, Ewin Bask came to Calpry fm Manila 
ct EEE Raye wc the ae bu he bed winter had ost ped 
aH oe NP mnance af the setios revel Got ae He 
[Bind pscng or tesa at Sheed where he et Aston Adenion 
‘Shwe ping the Hand Hil ooo or «Dea Mt: Beck sed 
TRS © homestead fr hm, Tie was scold as wrangel 














nO all she Bk fay came ot w Clihen by tran, The 
sat cl of Me ged desk, tx pant bos an 
BROWS fers Msp Heston, Te ip from Glen we delayed 
Fer ewtle ss Me, Bock mn amangencts wh Hamish Kal and Pd 





@ 











s astaoai 








sng ig 88, ty med Hck m them ed 
Tour One of the git, Ela, abot foaren years tage dad nt Ht 
Year. Chee Day bolt «afin forthe rekon ily. Mw Bek 
ranged her dnp forthe bur wh tk pn On th we 
ihe cles ca of oe bons 











Fe heeenip geri cbt peter 
Smee ie ees had td 
Kesher demon fue phn td n't 



































Mou Bock ware. Hutchine's only daughter and other people 
epee er at ile ite a ha ty, Her ses we 
mile wee demo hugo the Hil Amtog a fw ote 
‘thom she teal er: Mr Bert Newnan, Mex Cher Dx, Mrs F 
Wie, Mi Rods Stunde, Mix, Ringley Maron and MJ Yor 





“The fc me war the perng place for pare, church servlet 
sa bec (ie ler du the tan of muy ia Grapes) 
Aner Nose roped Stl suc 1) The bling 
thc te S16 Mes RAL Monat and Mr J Menger 
ok aout si weeks Jak neslact on dey when Pune Byer eld 
te tring the costraton feed ad Bow i lt made te two 
1 hum ft wah “Cron MeDonalf aad Jack Macgpmery salle 
Tethalanly along the leon tlgspse supponed aly byte ba 
‘alers follwing the bus complete, fage Peso ev ee 
tthe to mark he rion fne prot Tas war the eg 
‘ing rf wl feo mich mn Beis br integral at 
{be Hiic-AC the ben dane ie ellowing people help provide 
tnoie: Fred Rilo the sourdlan, Ere Espo and Eis Roberson 
nthe lang Harry Sees sd bi ily on svat asrmete 


About 16 Mr, a Mig, Back move to Abbouford, LC, While 
sly to the Hiri T827, Se Beck ped ay adel rom 8 
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art tack a the hoe fis daughter, Mr. Bess Meta, of Cr 
Toye Terater«ganddenghier tc Annie MacLean, made her bo 
SH i Beck he Rul et in 1986, 

Thai family cine of: Dog, who mare Joba MacLean (bch 
zsewel see Meiers sor) Heat Geena), Mi Noro Mtoe 
Hin, (ee enchant), Lar Angley Calla one me Leer 
Jack co the horse Cnt Mi Hy Mctendy Dato Vanover, 
Fo cen Hobe sod Pri a Mote, ane dar 





Jack grew fo mann in the Hil hen he al of 1918 be woe 
le Hanon soos fr # yor Afar meng rw we or = BP 
nee wen Calgary mre competed vl 

He ort atti de fora ys thn te yar pel hs 
te Anne Mabon be woried ibe Dram coal net. tn 106 
They tock vp rodencsehifate?s homed where Jost has soe 
rl, 











Many houses hove grasa he frm but perhaps she mos on 
suoding nents elatng ie baiigy area flions: The Maskan 
‘ie Mh ue Call hou wee moved note mala yard abut 
teeyar og 150 te big ower wa Setayed by Bre and. pew 
In wpa i161 The ig bm woe bly dagen pene 
"iti hore lone lage! ole ie wer de of he 
"The fing year I wes eae an dnl end ow the damaged 
‘tn ie har dace 

















ltclena 


ars agn Mi. eck salon # se 
rl She apt he Drombelee Choke Hor 








‘Tete any ons of Gras, (i. Gory Wale), Calgary, hse 
shlden are Dvigit, Bee Velie ant Ts een 
SEED ae Puch, thy have te cin, fab, Badly ed 
Rings Mor’ marl fle Narn sol wi thar ax ten, ey, 
Ady edi Barar, Drala ma sare ihe homestead with 
(eo; Aid; who marl Sie ables at For’ Macleod wih 
the aol Glen and Dati Shey (ce Pst Rowden Te i Ca 
{oy That din are Sa Ney nd Devi Vis (is. Dik Pee 
EE) ol Bow Ch ast clare, Kevin aod Christin. 

















{JOHN MacLEAN 
Cunt Howse 






Jeon Murray Matean ws bor ln 188 in the Falla lands 
nthe South Paste Hie porn fine sted In che Bs 

{er ohn moved no she Pn Lake ep where be wok 
He eet Dora Bact nog gan tey ee mand oS 
BE Thin athe wis wong danced loa renry 0 
th cece, Dorp wae bors in TBI apd moved the Ener ds 












Sn To 





Jobe wat ted for his sped cain shesp wile ewe 
‘and Jon was Enowa t ve Ime the Ueto wh ah 











Job ao family ater mowed t he Fler rt bs odo tha hu 
hin cen ete pled tcp, 
bs Feed Hl 








weasel Known i the aren and flied en nportnt prt as mili 








The Micletnt wir the pool. yoni of sine chien; Amie 












ih Jack In il semembors the tie 

9, Brett (Prodi), he to get mare, 

ae bard whe 

Ral Dee, Ean (Caw), wae He cy 

now erin Calgary. Her hotand wat dss 10 Gee (Mie 








srs ey let and sy ow veri Tota, Jo Mac 
the fe boy ite fay ee mean: pm working 









"he onl ot boy now wero te 
ingen), te iby whe wes ined Oy 
ys tom ving in Calgary 


Til Doa aed yn 18 tevin 
rine grandchen and Townytwo foa-gand 








Brose Canty, Onc, in 1800. This 
te of Lake Haron, ery me wee 














“4 


he 
is 








fel on pd od tne a ope sr. AST sew elder the slgan 
08 wr mgr Me A Capel rd tee 
him. Archit then made hi home with the Campbell fy unt th 
nme when he wore the nel at Pa Bete Camb 
the fll of 198, Me, Campbell and Archie tok eum and 
eng snd doe all ener ths uty Fly they ich Aid to He 
shat cto flr be ees ast of Hand Hil Lake Late 
Ila sback Yen y twelve, where they ve al winter 

















Io the spring of 191, J Lane ad Tae oat t,he wid 
four bene, ahicy ends lend of ete’ ec, Ths wn aout 
{Retr of March aoe ha to wat shut ¢ wick ot day eal 
{he ke went ou fhe Rd Deve Rive, We ariel ut itn ragant 
el Gd male fa Layee sopping bese.‘ wero Tot 
Sdn bi, ut hed pra sat eof We ot mk Ta 
‘ping cut on the prate under © gon 

















Tim Lane fed Jost come home fom Calgary aie having all Me 
vst rca he fads rel fb ening war enmn bead a ey 
‘est, bot be tne up for ale he gt to, Dorthy ao gt hi ft 
amp fever ‘The next morsing i wes dwn a couldnt get ap. 30 
ete ela hin sod oe wagon ad conve on wih oat th ie 
Mr- Lane walked o his homestead whick wes soe mile south of Jack 
Fromened one mile cat aod one mile south f Archie " 














They were wondefel days, no women to gual with wid woody 
by mney Boyt mes py, ean ara othe dey hen 
sme woulda be happy mar Sad rng ot ig iano, Re I 











“The Hand Hie Pit Ofc, where Bab Congdon a his soe 
scien ler et Of ony, blog ey sts we mere tt 
pts wis al our ncgtiouts Os cur way Howe fem 


at we me Hay oat gen wh ed 
tnd four boys, tht was the Beck heme. war atracted to that base 


tes cca i the ond let gn 1913 we die to et marc 
hm ttl me had ee oye wo lee Sony, h H 


6 











AX tt ne hee were vey ew sil ates gong on ony 
dane nc nd Shon Jk Ml trees nek ote 
hand Tile tx lt whe leet ofthe ake, dste to pot et 
apni wn cling sont. Hench Wright cane lon sod sd 
alhers gia They"had horse racing boctng ord barrel aco. 
Tam bap omy hat Tw at prt the el ae 











the Kate”. They bad « mo at wp on a pennace and you hod to pay 
‘menyfive an fora dot yo hit cep Kar ed 





1 was ke fo se all the Incl comboys there: Mex Clark, Day 
Lanta Toomy Bea, he Grenooid rary tod any eters Thee 
tro an the Tai Babs Lenny Pee Ble ile Wow, Et 
ety nd eee 





In 190, 1 tough dhe A Key Nene wht the Elmer Seal 
nom ld th tr W. Mech HE) anne fe Crag where 
Tok nr theo Ia bn mety ned by Dat Tampon uel 
this ra «parape  109 wre Tate the poe wid Mary Har 
Machinery nd Chere cars Tn the fal of 192 weet ivng 

tg ito Gud wu in the orks comty. Sang Ai 
cn ahd Bylo ‘ne wer sleet nam al fames fo bul 8 
Church which har ben great asi tht Gommurity ever, 
"The ane ofthe Pesan Full Gop Chueh 




















In 104, we bard dhe Macon lt Grit Pra, “Come ove 
ot Mey on” Thay hada hue obec wy 

‘sing sun on tp sll ote “What ell hs tamer png here 
tot hey sid Ae are jt mato fo ona ea ae” T gre 
‘lad thm nd the neat ening 1 phoned caren fn Edo 
by the name of Mr. lane unde cme attr net main ca 
ty ihe they oil sat Nebrash “he people had tied wet 
ier wf ited a uf ny alld Th rd 

















ed tera the eee 8 Bowl, where we 
nlc toputher was waned 9 chi of te 











{pen ree ule» church nah» yong boy tl Cone Pl 
‘ona nein betes two eos ye Wo hl 
To 1945, my dea wile Bare went ame 0 Gly, She was Hk 





nary she walled ih Gd te to Gk ber 





lod Mex Newman of Calle an shor te 
% 











J hone, whch we 






1964, we set ad ve 


1 old wun Crtgnyle where 








iri a Je 
RUDOLPt he rea” Bole Newtonian, sow rss 
ae isa Ray, Pl Gn, od Ca 

itch fom Youngs Ty 
Th ies Hi 




















rie i 
in whic 


er pe 





former rsdent of the Hand Hil They moved to Drums 
1 TESS there hey reed ntl thd dat Nt Shaner, 
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1 Apt of 1969 a Me. Shanre pane any In Ang of the 


EDITORS NOTE: Sice Ralph Shunde was the positon 
oe ae Meats and snes is siengh and erorance were 

aes esin of petal bins ited 
mle cls me at some, rene 











ae we 








fist with We 
teeny yor BT 








Heb lrg srg of ann, whote iy ad tbbormes nal 
cnt hilsta wn andl byte th eens drat 
Tes Se" ope time Rodolpheoinatad tht he Bd. broken_ wor 
an ethos noo vg ml wi apn ok ene, te 
fell te Dory at 
Heel sbather chop io shove! the dit ack at ground Tend but often 
Fo op ot ad el on we be ll bein Each night he wale 

deo ne homes ref the Hand Histo water and 















































‘Among is ther sero pt Tove fr the Sand and 

ying he teased lings S000 be owed 
teh tbe sae gece He whith be oored no 
Sete severely be crew arty tare ofthe Elser 
She board A jan’ sf menos enry be proved int 














MR, AND MRS, JOSEPH SHANDERA, SR. 


Me. Joep Shaner, who wa bom In 1858, ee bi hae town 
i Baan and mgd Hawibury, Onur, where he woe 
ian ie delay moth ook ten ye of pean fr in 
ie uu ne rw an ren, Fo 
son Hew bly where Alps Lani wee Bor on 

















Sry his parents decd 20 come to. Abeta 


a 





cal wert Washing, USA. whee e woth at 
‘teri opr of oe “wonicfl eat ache 
O13 aol 
































nd is father came ae 





months las, te mehr, Jeph Bill 
ed Loute ellwed Th ite mar sod mode ther homes i Ona 
Thal he tomy re sow decewed cepe ove dupe, Pane, of 
‘Gnuro tnd Adolphe Hginy, Washington, USA. The following 
See dames of apis soe Laie Rear, George, Willa aed 
ih) "The Souar Shader tok op tho rence wilh cel 
eh, where they sole exept dew short soar be Colne 
sat he de tthe pings Shaders mse wey tn 1923 ond 
Wi Shandre i 190 


Aol, romeses vivily 04 with ovlous rash the peony 
ct ROLLE Te sun af one. He wel tn ald Sor and 
omy a Rolph fo 198, One thu as wel ken 
The ether gen, Pay mote fmm ate nts by 0 eve called @ 
‘ocaer ae order So ge tem tll ahead nthe sonebon, 
Heh te tei aster All woot well ntl the spender broke 
toa the oo tha led one Te tl. 














(Oe Brod wat anther x th above average inlpnce and 
contd tay cate Hlifgod eke were wound tiny. He wad 
fe hsm soonng erty able to stgersotber sep, THe 
{Setys somal wore ng the mare ade ct the propery ano 
Kage Morons Te dive faring Ol Broad wis aboot dle wold 
Dried im hs Soon at Od Brand at vl of i stn, ed 
Bee's he tece othe wn cel ander nea for 
Senos binge ph Ce. Mtn fay teoke OM Broa! of th 
Fie fig Sot gon sll ths and eign ave he Pl 
Charge fo the Sart olin mo" 














‘Ado remembers ltng all the way so Hanne wth Chae 
Souls tei In 1 Thngh he od abot hi age to eet 
A hardy Schgound pede mani Ho ent overseas sa 
Noste"Bie the amie The fling a themes of Adah 
Sow Los Richens Geng Wilam snd Jeph 





Am Bw oc + rg Calo, ml oes 
two chile Ruth Ras Calgary, tre chen: Doris Hamper of 
Torona, bee cle. The flowing tell of alr ADE 
arg hs fe chien Jim rtd Gre Langein. They have so 
{hen Dorshy Boers bao cen; Rabe ha wo cies 
‘Shy Clovetnk al har sro cide 


tr’ ot Words boon eve tha. Jly 28, 1968, Aig 
Shure yong oh did ly We ye © te 

LOUIE AND JOE SHANDERA, JR. were she bailar wn of Me 
tra Mis Jongh Sanders, Se wb tigated tbe Hand stom 
Sohemte Jox'Te opted» bee sayin the vagy of Crngrae 
We eats aed on oe fem tnd ted i bode Ral ih 


e 























fuming operon. Laue was very mil quiet manne fallow with 
sn every” oh, He lave co go vt and mors Tall gre 
walking the rads o he fen eis er pie dope hee 
Bis teh Bing lend’ satr and alo being! td of Se he 
spent og paen hur on the ough fe winer tahing the Shaner 
Maclean, and Marlon slr ban to akte Boh Tone ead ten fea 
trom hear tc wl nt tne a ie 

WILLIAM JOSEPH SHANDERA was the est on of Ral and 
‘Ale Shands, Wiles decent e onal TB Oe Moe 
‘onto him ta fr many mite Foray extend prod ee be 




















ies remobiind «rg eg brace naw roger he tape he 
Sikes member. Thee, he was character by Sight oy 
‘nj of 1045 he maid Melon Wikis o he Convenes 





a they the ont Ale Clare place fr while tlre moving ts 
the Vickers Fare sothwet of Dro 1M tay ae ek 
‘nd Hl Lake det ote Enc dit where he ies Seeded 
‘sino Bil remembered for he pei for trates and paces 
‘singer actors aivays had sure te tep ft Tints pt ae 
{cod or hart for Bl snd he pec loved hs sho ae 
hi odes up lke = woman. tn Ocoee of 190) be oer 
ar he was employed he cn mies le ped sey ante 
Besember ofthe sve year i dnghter Noli (er Bor heed 
hun two shin, Twn ond "Teor Hit ty Jos af June ed 
Pst Mone and they sve two cen ae on Shane esd aca 

















MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND st 


Raymond Shaders mated Miss Moran Canton, «schoo! achor 
from Youngstown, I 198. For sevens th de at a 
ar hisfacher mesdaeing whi Line Maran Subbed a te 
Emer Soe, They nore bb Sovied,n We lin ahs Gully 
(Chars “and| Maran” pei “enjoyed the cha unl Lee ae, 
‘ects, Foe we year ey spon te winters tr Da wh ta 
wasting In the Hemet} tparnert ant Payor 
in tang ere of eI atte cling ik They 
the fall 6 1985 andr ihe roent 

thir ro lem, Roe sl Brey 























MR. AND SIRS. 0, MAETCHE 
2 Layasnes 9 Elan Marie 

(Mais was borin Kul, Nore Dekow, USA. 1880 

‘and cme 0 Ned Der tn 190, He hae the wp ide Reina 


ed Der inf any cuts with erie heal of ae acd he 


They spent the fist wine fe mls north wet of Ion, His 
Sree omen es of Olen TON b 10 hs fe ad 

















Jn 198, Ott edie moter ore othe Hand Hil and ate was 
tov eile yer ol his Mtber ed» hometad and el or 
wl be wae pcan you 





They bl House wt lmber hauled fom Ole, The wall wee 
ed ih mite no hy. fs fo woe all 
ye te tee loud of Lobo act Use oe They dt Kk 
{he wagon whe coming down the ree bas. 








"The lumber fo the barn was sled (om Stet. Ono ld ene 
tod tall yor on the homestead He 8d noe breakup much ln 
Hebd ight Rel of sre and twenty-eight ead of ores, Thy 














1 108 praise fe died down tom Big Val and detoyed 
si oe ra tand nd ay ak 





On Nowenber 23,101, Ono and Mai Sime were acelin 
she Prange Churdh In Hana by Rex kbsine The meng 
jury drt fo Hanon and back by ts Bey 

3914 ie mober ald ut At the sl the fat bid on tem 
of hones es five hundred ls andthe Hall ol or sit bande 
feet dre 











‘A by gi, th wa bor and 1917 # sn, Did was bo 
hee dd 848 inte fa poe 


1916 meghors famed ayia in Cae Stuer and ¢ 
wwe tonne The ade cna CTs Lai Zi 
EER Cates Bob Conga, BI Lindsay Ono and Guy: Moet 
"Ty Woke pf hued scr of and parks west of Wats 

In 19 Oo ought ie Git cor, w Grey Det, rom Me. Joes, 
le LLG der Hama 


In 122 Oto boht out the Feber Lae Co. of Hann and 
hut ha unde Mic Howie of alpuy edu the are 
sith th lp of the spb Pie Tami were bute Ted the 
‘Sew. Chur was bel the brn wile he Hind Hil Bap Chores 








hele new howe yas Walt in 1826 on the omesend by. Me 
McCloy. "Two yon ler Me. Match bovght hie at new toe 
‘With th irk led al wht or sghons to Crip 
“his we the your ah big op He lds wheat for tenth 
ceo badd and the et for taking was eleven ests» ose 


risus bor New West 
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In 1854 tout his in tac from Otc Manda, Fadion 
ca stel with a torbotom plowgh. A few per ner Oft' tel thi 
racer back to Me Maroc far 15°30 MCamick The et sew 
tractor ced wat bog i 1 
A anlar sight wae One with a diving tam and coyote busy, 
rom the deve’ seat, Hie ted coyotes amet al 
raf the touy. Te ont dogs had ‘tne ne en and 
{he bet eatin ne day war sven copoee He's ant eco 
Peon wher Ylerson teh i pracies 
out soyotehundng He hgh &"Winchater 4-15 fe fon lin 
wanting a Bill Lindy "The pw sll woking dee 























Mus, Mactbeslnays had wn open ou fy church, cis meme 
ted ministers a ho ome i hn the shay 


Te 182 Me, and Mrs. Mieco retin Hanna They 
sn yuly 4 he cel te psig nny of Mer, Moet 





DMR. AND MS. GUY MAFTCHE. 
Me, and Mr Gay Mace grem up, woot to shoal and marred 
in th Mayon dit eat of Ole A tat tine Mayon was ama 
ier Wee Al apie wee baled Os by teary, ba foes 
The Macs wee ier in 1912 A ht ey exp George 
tnd Al'nee bor in be Hand Hil the lest noel being bow es 
‘hey tone Cig in 

















Fabs dels tempo cya bourd sesh Mis Mac neal, 
at once be waded aca Sod runing ede five bound ud 
in tether inane be sld found Tory dll wt ets use 
ued Dat en a Endlang 








Poncer women Were fastasc workers. Mr. Mache help with 
‘he In alata ar wl scoping, br any Reet choee 
for her to operate, being # very sail worn, However, she zat, 
Posh Tepe ond Viena Bay gay Hom inden ae 
{abe ska ll dy. te evening se wen 

fone fn hr spree she mae he 























Lite many ge ad sh remem haiti ol he Sin 
ple’ cages nog te cming home fren tom aera 
(hes fo the Sempre eormonty ello hat eee 
Te api Cha 


The Macc relied to Hanns in 1964 and Me Moore prs 








The een ae all meio with ames of thet own 


Tree, Ms, Prk Chater He Calgary, 6 dos Vikan 
bwin tes tn Toronto, Bo in anna and George at Craig 


EDITOR’ NOTE; Ohio Mastic rite the following sory shut 
ters toe Fis been Go, sit eam, 6 mare and ding 
Wie chor at Mor Me Chamber reel the team tse 
i of Calg, For yas Inter he ging rtrd to Gy Muth 
‘He od the pa ol Guy oped weed It the burn ad wen 
pin Bi own al 














I the meantime, the Coley owner phn Me Charest se 
it plage Chun vale 9 shone Gay ren 
Tolowing Sunday, Mr, Gast ave te message 10 Guy. Upon iow 
Guv'aboneet tnt ihe masta dit an the poll ad To 
fen tk tr day ne 











ELMER MAETCHE 
1 ws bor ty 1929, the eles on of pase hom 
Mex Otte Mace of he Hand ile dee, 


cept or enw yous he Ary In Work Wer 1 ve 
spent lp ie nt dite and Ive ejoyed ary my 
ithaca baba Nhe, te 











Tatu the old ope oor Elmer Scho lg Borcback evry 
day ae hs ne whoo! bana were obese 

The memory that snd ut rt my mind & oat of she “Diy 
Thine eal dey tte they wert Te dst tome ackned the 
{Ris that ny mother bad to te ld Lorene lamp the dayne 

‘One of my greet eloyments wat 40 go cipte untng wih my 

ln 194 1 deed wo sete down and purchased the Mike Kary 
luce liek wes he 108 homed of Coke He and Pod Gact 
Wich thee, Ars be cece were two offer bachelor, Hen a 
Ghee Sante Ole early scopes of this farm were Mir ond 








That sme year Kmail Einbeth ohn, ds 
Mp Fos Jobson of Mic ho ws tenn ate Er Scho 
We at up hocking high on indy il 






Four den were born to ut whe we were ling hem—Mary 
‘Dean mari t Hon Seth sd at peat scblg  Edontos Jone 
i'hanrener in Emonoa: Ki, ow tending High Shoo! In 
{nd Kn who toning June High in HI 1896 we moved 
‘e'ny pret tem ar dy hadi tad move Flam Occkcr | 
Of the jar out fourth daar Lash was re 

AX pee, am ecoped tn mised faring snd sho! bus diving 
snd yf, i aching te Eine See 





‘A HOMESTEADER'S REFLECTIONS 


Gane free are se happy hime day, 
The kone wad 





‘The wating plow nd the aero more “Bio “ex 
‘The wagon tae acrthe eonnry a fara the eye ld 
Tough coals, around Ike, up tad down he hil 
Fell ding Inthe open expend fo weather eile: 
Notre cop 10 sp you andl yo ta he's bas 
No nop sg or red ight lit ed, 
Tews up fo you fo de mle and Js itn your se 
No wor to find me plas fool end ge 
Al that wes node fr pomer a water te gras. 
“hrf and leather” 
Tae aot ben abi 20 ciel tonne or eater 
Way wp yonder in the eee la hy 
Where te air wit pre snd py ds dy 
Tes now overtaen by Bylo sects sold by man 
‘The aes amy th fm fhe lento ed on 
[Nar have we frit Row me ef peak wha on ib 
Ad the paca moe ig om the gd ld comb ig 
Wi all renember that ety stds, what ecement sock plac \ 
AL the prlormane of thea daw ore race i 
‘When alte bukng hase dog and eal pl came wan ed, 
Breed watcha the pfomace of ie pres-pale l 
Many sao sow sd mins to win another rte 
‘Way out beyond the erin ee space 
But fr ms those memar t wll wrens neve ade, 
Aide soto de wert whih called "Te Old Hore 
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"THE MOENCHS AND THE GALSTERS 
‘HOMESTEADING HARDSHIPS? 

This the istry of io fee dat came to Canada of wich 
nny we and I ae bth tr The Gat ws Me and is. Sten 
Meer amy (Gh) ocloding sen cildrensecrdng a 
Wendden, Seb, Lemar, Dt, Besos Amalie Ear, Th 
cd ly wat tn of Me and Beard’ Gate with the 
Si cite os Ye sf ety: to move wore brn Canad Pete, 
Floabet Augie Altes Lig, onl, Chest, and’ Kate 








‘We miigtel wy Alia fom Nor Dako seing x, Olt 
reli HA, Hak fay had oe rand been filod with 
Thtok machinery and howwci fee One man wat alld 
ompeoy the ar who being chard rallay fae Wn, Moench 
ss 8 Macs car nd Loe Zan wat Caer a. Tse ars 
Td ne ete a the time tine we i, wo howe Wa rte fr oe 
‘moth iy pes inst mented ou be ltd and we oul move 
Sur bar te hops dil ot manic Aer ging oe the sre 
STs of Olde ears thay could tel, neta ap Pola 
lst the Rad oer Rie, so soiled enald be foo By this 
im Sy ral ttt ate move tx stead lore 
sere coon they Te nen thy lnk Tor 
Fen fe the wince wee fed Gold be pap fr er sac. TH 
‘Shih pine more sues they founda frm he and ball 
‘ac worse Oke which fo twenty acer of on om and 
now tre ich to et thelr ower supply ol ha. The 
Titles rr al of Tn eonatcton fue hoses lg eoagh 
ccna bah Tani It bad en eu for sm tneaed 
od lave ening, thi mot ak long wih every ing 
TEP Apnin ok war ena a a an ry snow cme hn eb fi te 
fei op fat 0 tind wo fee with the two one may, for re 
(ea ai wae loam Hower ie sow sl cd nd nog 
‘aa plana bt we bd meal 

















Me, Gases and Mr Mowrch were both abou frye year of 
1, bat th clterofthe Mesa Foy were abo ey yet ade 
a den in the Gale famiy. Loic stayed 
‘hse fen, he was alo nr In homed. le ws he oly 
Se ncn ga nd ad Step, he 





Pally cveihing ws rey far she winter athe sen suin 
began king's emeteditine farther tof th dD Ber 
{Sars te west ihe Hand le a or, When ey ond 
Se ind tht lcd prety pod. they reed bck the Land Tiles 
‘Sein Calgary only find th he Io andy eon lon 














So dhe rch began all oer agin unt wine st in Stl no home 
See wees” Ant stove food sopls and fed ad 1 be 
rls te oem os wal pide wo Se the county an could 
ar oon ose nd sak mf scion, smi Tae 
‘etd fn Rae a ine tp took eek te, ayn and 
sting Se crap atom the pas Overt 














ter the winter of 17 and 908 wf, tng cal be de, 
1 ae ofthe set members of the Mococh ay 
Pint ae the Gala cress fo young, he 
dee renee, tn tee were els out te ele, Diving 
ste aoe the net Yea tnd sere could hosten be fun 
re ne son a be tact arm fra pear hey old 
The be ate ar LH to frm ee found. and ested The 
Bee ee Fy x Chest tre or out alles 
Mente i ed erm tie. No sh on god sol, bot oly 
Pra fay oll be pow, At tiny other ros wold 
aes an fs eae! Even the ot op as tat Je 




















taformaon got cut tha dhe mee se new forested eg 
ae ea Be lad Hes fe scing the seach Wh 
st ence cat se of the Hand lls These ls 
TOT, lm he wes ih asthe munis, Nob 
Toke aly om ear bu acing to theme tot 
ee alae domed the Hind Hilly Lak, otis sine they 
Tee lend Moly Kwai) sl be vane by he hoe 
Foun ray Cer. Ths time thy mere more format, Hey 
thoy Be pers whch ty had mad Some othe est ah 
































et otic aie cn fo ee 
{allem odin Hr Domed. So 
eters per pa Es ney bes ays 





“ai md ie onthe popes fo 2 mots 





Te ld not peri ot do anthing on the homes 
ates Haat tan dese pet op the wit fe 

















TE MOS tan cite flowing sing. then rave othe Ms 
the ral ‘The bare wo st doe 1 ad weather, ot 
Fe ee ite te to the homertad with ache 20 the 
He mg tne cen Leonard te oe. The fst dy, we 
ae Se ad taped a farm fart above the ser everigh. The 
ae ee trou. Toe om bad rose ee bre, a 





Se thee ey sep and ig. We pa aT look on 
BY SRIPRA Tice bend witha chia om the nek yee 0 














he et hl he lab 
1 Fally we otal ce i 





7h ie ad dt dhe Ky 
alent tok m whet dec who as glng to tke te rst rk. ly 
de and Tee chen “The we war oot wy depot In the 
‘ryan bow a ie ways bu dae were tach Bg rk ae 
nd aly al the wapoas were on tape et "HSA lok 




















Grossing end the fie startal not very fr tom the ser 
Wie hase the gw nthe ly fr cole of rights al he boy 
Irom Mayon; but dine Eno wee wax owenes, we Face wht 
‘hee fs wee Ie becase Bok ales mee bre at aoe te Nor 
Doan) As fr ae me eould oe everything wos Wc to he Hd Hil 
‘othe st hay sick we mee hip wren al te ay ne el 
Ese owas "hi et ry bt enh © 
[A poor flow had 1 move out cue be ls ll hi fed tha fe 
The third sigh we camped the Hand ilk ye base toe 
Sick ar arms up, but aoddy covld speak gah 
tb apna our pre However, ae ilo tated 
tiled we cul peak Gran ie ws oe ot Bray ep 
tone was onl) shot Gianer anny, We came Finds ope thee 
We had oo war, Re mand Swed ur tee stg Sl 






































The nex momlng the wester dif yt bok very ao. We raced 
he Handi te i dep. Tey eed 
‘plum. We hate go'neeth while the Sean wpe ta ih 

‘uaa omens We itnded Yo unload sr oshmey ant 
‘ata ng. We soca sw tht urls burn of ot Monet 
Eanybody evr drove wsoss the pare witha big lool you wil ow 
ow fast you cam gat much ver tos ee Awe ba 




















ioe cole of me It began mowing Hanis io we fre ne a 
Aee‘head ast to meetup wth the Means and in se Sal 





sn hae tent an ove on our wag the meats Mores 
tro henlognorthean. Thny saw te coming bat nes sere 
Tere We ei ot lke the Hu ot we ep folowing Bc 
Algpysre over hl By now k's real Monn? 
Wished we could ake tee Te. Hen the gr a 














sald follow thei racks, but we were sean coisas 6 where 
SEAS, hating. We seo ound owe whan we reached de 
Mi Mesh om breed Tat fw handed gs oa, woe 
a een W. Bs Lindy anc. Moench ad 
a etcted tne could viny thre snd! we could pet oor hone 
se il buenas tom mis hese for 9 we aye 
ves ea fe gnecl some orl abd kept te nove ping all 
ee ay tomas ron the tar et some so we alae 
THEM aly one le stale bad wo te Hand Fils wher the 
ae et eng Ind, We sal for ovo oF tee days wag 
Tae eh emugh fore re By he he weir 
ry we sured ack We got tie rer uy In Se 
tear ce noe tan oe fac thik ut we had to do 
eri eters IU aid cay we wold ave  reak op 
eae 2 rug Pise we ead ane sand wo we could Jed 
‘hase eke We contd mone apd all the jay aco then ed the 

tn ethoge by one ad aly ptbe he wagon over by and 
ee oe fe el (Sam Yee, Chis Tel dd come king 
Terand fr his on et due tothe sport had hd Tn) Wl 
at Scat enn fn day cherie and bythe time we ad 
SE top adhe verbs was nat and we a some twenty 
Bi es sa homer at a tice cening and we ade 


“Thee as harly any ow at Maton, 9 we nied out harvesting 
"The Macs go en ener sar to cme oot and ld «dacs Do 
wesc we wes vonle 0 ome unl boat ten dpe Tater, Loa 
‘Belen woh wi us We had two wap Sade nd there wee wo 
‘ements wo adil nt homes (uneen) 0 

ee Tarr hoy sow they wet bck ad ek the amber wih 
Ber: Weta cred the see ‘We hed tsp for one doy oa 
Teal was over bat th tne Hd saow atthe Hard Hl 
Pur osc as qty we cold wo mtd eck. We tnd 
By Bison dy. "The day woe lon andthe wether wa noe 
















































When we gt hue th Moenc's woe fod to mene: They stopp 
con Maelo Tenet ming ey sare tty 
SCG BES Seat day asthe ams acetal not mabe 
Teun ater one dy’ Evcryone ec "azod-bye” ad “od 
FOIL em too ard ort smes "Than bad wenther st nan 
We Sled tina cvcy aay fo ce mele ad we cule pet en 
Fist, when quty stayed ny and we staal We had one ever 
‘eagle the clea sw one war abot «month We oe To ou 
‘Roped eet the et of one 











The fot ing to do wat ge stared on soe bugs an di 0 
swt ney rare and Ie fa oa atl ar deed 





wuld with mud and snes and dh mer «lang bd ob but chp 
Sime of thas budge ae ol a We sho ato beak 0p 

lands we nl puts ite cop ince a sping It waste Come 
‘trk othe bung Sometines he mows were Bo Tes 
ppt to work. 6 ames hat be hop gi alte tine, The 




















sch had te hare eve mo ns nos ane ad we ges 
few te lie the jes Yea, we put tay on Se 
td not fees burned. BY the tine winter cane we hed oar bulge 
{pend eal ready m0 we ad ov hams ence mre However dk 





tre ll Tong srg sed at fok moey crews and 
tre made: bt thom pple al moe surge aad Tad han be 











sted war oh irae qurer of son 











township thy. pe st, wtf te owt Galera he 
Dutbwest ater af oon ste, iy, sen, font and Zimbieh 
wes on the southeast queer of wn by the sae ovesip The 
{ver ery many pple cme ou ne yor (1008) bet a 160 oe 


‘cers ame” By the ne are were mare vada 


(Caos Now: Me, ole cade tt of slab ormatn 
stout the Hand Hil Str, the fine Sant, Meck Creag FB 
Randa ho fist yeuiaran, Dr Laws MDa te 

Wer, ard the Tat Lutheran min, Rer Pel FKethce. To 

om tha lave ocr clad ster ihe Be Me 
Just coal ine on ie ranch aboot thre miles noth mest f the land 
File Sty The Maral! otha Jobn, Daan Joe were te minors. 
Ten wheclbarons fll wis comet fo nerf wer openel 
Dn Clump, The Brady Bees who had tonal up ee Hand 
Hil were hone rancher nd hyo oto tine on te te 
td sili the homecare wis ean of wile passe pp 
tS evn thaagh tht lend ait nate fre Sat one 
ch at il pio home nantes rence the pt te 
nde iy thos unde ity eae 

















Me. Supben, Motch was 4 mune and many sick peopl 








vty days depended upon ‘er lp and had reat eaten In ber 
many eu She st many een bone cane he eae ee 








ther ak pope use Sal eg ny 


J.C. Tiesumen was the Law around the Han Hila he bad en 
te Je the Pec He wae so fire warden He. hal 
lite elie pony and hone fe brake oot St ‘Trgmen ole 
this poy frm paw to place cling men wiht Ue and tee cal 
bern excises unl you worse He bade seller Wile bt 
‘eld go ing fot a oe ony cl 


Cy 
































Venus ad the fi se no dat seca. He 
threht slike cope and in 10h He ver Med anyone, ond 
Sifowph ‘efor ese oma te” New ees that ner 
EEE hake op "the Peeon Brace von the ou Antony 
eh eine and Sore nthe separator man ary Stevenson ba 
rid epee en witht ena hee ed wheat 
‘uiitefoelpecre Inbal sad ih Hand ed fr realest ea 














T raed Moly Moench in 1909 ad we moved © my farm 
tie South guarey tf eton ight. twat iy ane seen 
Be tae tos Thay te yes we managed to tain ae 
Wiha emer at of fan balding, We plane» gone of ee 
meet Neg geen annually. Wie the fri tended the Tea 

rat served lr any yen the sa! baud lephane omepny, 
up noone cew dwar one al ie gn a the "Sow 


farm, Laven (in Alle“Paurbier) ine ‘castor and. hat foo 
‘Eibien! Carne Roni, Lae tnd Jun pia marie Dick Stes 
ST fcose' se hey Te fo Hana. They tae tote, Grp 
tea Twn, vere Hl Ri ot lana, Mate marie Mt 
eaters Tory and Debbie Elonra her, Mike Lace) of © 
eer 


1 Reighard Gals, marad Bot Sone of Bodlang in Angus 
at" Atti tne my arnt moved wr Heona and we tk over the 
fem the ter yee eave vod sy daft hadi 
ro oar howe rch x; ranaing wir, auwomate eet and some 
Piening We hoe to tile Bary age fe, ad’ Aenean 
oe 












































“THE COMPENSATION 
serves ex Ma, Pen Gatean on mee Ouoma's Banaue 
apm Caucuras snore 1852), 


Over fare yout gone by 

‘She fet we sel om the Hap ih 
Leking a the Promise Land 

With ih lack al ning sand 
Ath wed male Boney How 

‘We wee inst ue shat whet would gow 








ror thst es me cae 
“To me thse prs and ie w ce, 

he ie tg we hen bad Ieee 
Thal be wer ad rae ere bern 
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“Thee wate oven «wei oon 
Fe the Badge ten ed ler the 
All he persone 08 sath 








‘Ol! Man Wine cose 

He vera eveything with Ke ond sew 
“hd en he mecay ay ow 

Tl on fa Mec it we fing et 

es high tne for ou t a? 
veg to snk dha rate nw 














“Thc Haw shat le green yrs wre 
Fol yoo bool have herd those wild bis singh 
The steams were ning ih 
Fr thre warning to nel 
‘Seti fot and sentinel 











Tt crn lite be ob 
There wi 80 sade then anrwhre 

‘On ht pve ron ad 
“The cope diet he on 

nt ide ow a ln ade 
or the men tht ad 











‘To tl hemi and bul bore 
Work fe ad 









maple when ft the pu, 
they knew eu be nse 
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DMR. AND MRS. EDWARD MOENCH, SR 

















Incong the enon. The “isi 
wore tno sands poly lying + band new hi © 

They mcd to Calgary Jn 1964 aed eee a 2 = It Set SE 
st ae oko fr MacClnv, i serve sng and so Ih 8 
resus ge depot 














“Te omy oss ofthe allowing members: VELVA, (ir San 
ad) “apres Sn Gb" et Rom Bak 
tod Ly Wat Rye Med BBN eA ac), Cag, 
it Siena Bey Te Lyle tnd rede Cling a Arr 
Tile MHL, (Me Hoe Wad, guy ber ht ee Heyd 
tol aly EDIT Kieren cape! fe nerhondng hago 
ied bs vntra, © RENNISTE Bue sod HAROLD, Cp 








MR. AND MS. HAROLD MOENCIE 
1 Kay Moxon 

Ken; elds son of Ed end Kate Mownch, wi ial ote oil 
Seen Minh hms und teed ler Schoa.He began frm 
fog abot 1951 a 1562 td tok er ane-qnre a the a oat 185 
HE pen o wok inthe ils in Sakathewen wth a Fanner and 
Te 195, the Ca of he Ws come, and went acer dein 
con wt “Dodlbneng. Ts tee toon lt 
‘Te tren ras mong and doe t th diffe tak of moving aexnd 
{Be bey epipomat er elt pint of dling wed mre of the 
{hin up «sovke lle ra o's socked ite howell thy vd 

int oa ancien war cred by te peo and ag 
He began faring hallmetin of the Inte ‘Tom Broaden, of 
fad met Kathrine Bah of Tasos, Waningon, USA. Alter a 
gio comdcied by ‘Air’ Ants, Greyhound Linen, Telephone 
































For while dis wer a “sormetog” lamly. Home one was i 
Cctgary she Kay worker Moore Botines Forin, and Ken 
{Ells farming to he Hand Hil, In the spring of 1964 the Willis 
Sanders au we ete tre caret fatend bt eb 

atl, young sn of Ed apd Kno Mosoch, Boss dat be wet 
the bop (tt Giayo—s vr 





























SE. 


a 
ord 




















He bn faring tan cry age lang with bs bt, Ken, The 
i eS eet ol og tre onto Grad Mowe 
Be ee tox ile He wen to Stsathenan wth I and covered 
‘ely pron of the provin, 
ec that he od Ken psd he rsa es 
vo tte opetie td peed Mord roe bus 
ng INS6ST be pened the plow fr the Sou Coie 
Stowpkow Aeon. 
Mle pred «new track in 16D and engl oes 
na BSE sl 068, That yer be moved tly be al 
re westa howe He puto the Roeser homestead 












He mre ope Gol, of Hanne, i 1855 and th hire ae 
Morty Fake! Sd, Sen Po, Son James and Gordon, 





‘Ti LOUIE ZIMBRICK STORY 
(x race rox me CDN. ape of Prwaan Tes Be 
“rnc ew a Rov Estee, Haya ano As WTEN| 


Laie Zmkck cme frm Nosh Dos In 1907, lang with 


Behar Gainer (Pour Gow? tthe) Ato accompanying the 
Seer fh, Sean he mn Wendan, Thy eld touch 
Beaute to Gly end fons to Old where be go ajo in & 
Nee ee te ok: One day be ota ob driving tw dns 
‘SSS SEIS "Ser Gus, Trek tw dye fo he am wo eg Lae 
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foe sgee end wore abweys psi ft of she Laherun Che 
Chuan pom. 

Tae git farming in IMG a moved to Hanna whee he ed 
in small Hose Ani Ser ot Late be more 5 the Seon 
bc Laige wee he cope reining with od ends wn Bs 
Seah in 1068 


{THE WENDELEN MOENCHFS 





Me, Wendler Moca came with parents, Seen and J 
odd, Se Sid tes isis e160, the age. eveny-one 
Maer he res robert Years and ten Wi i 

secre to oe Chigoyie i in1908, where they Fedo 
oe 








Tila be was Eagan wt comma, he mw nk boing 
tote ot hi and Working wth hr pans they bull hous, en 
Seu and one Goi BAY he cise fv 
Paes tener and rok wit «wooden rol The walle wee 
a ee sk an he ds were tf ving wal on the 
See aes tt rome open wer the hip roland toe 
vee eed. wih te tod paserd. ni aT the yest 
Ta eT A ba hs tome he aa wore on te raza, Working 
SSSEE Ree Shi wih Lie Zk and cher bpd ty 
ate ro Hanne so Cpe 























Dering this tie he aio met bis fre wile, Within Bap. 
daughter ot Me and Nix Jan Ege of the Sannynonk tlt, They 
cee de salt of SLO ao wnt Te 0, he bane 
re Hi wecing wpe th prs he Dull. home be, 
[SE am bah of ud ale ade « wonen dion othe mud ow 
SEC Tamer free bulding bd 10 be baled with bare 


‘White ving in tl od ose ne of hae tle cilren er 
tun to 1808 the Mer ad ep tec Yeo ows ll, working, 
Sar ah carpet, Sony Maroc nd Tom Mae, This where te 
Tae Sethe oy ere bom Te fry then sna of mame 
Sense Sephen acta, be Dery, Arla, Wibelning, Lube 


Wonder Fre, Margret Mary and Ese 

Me and Mex Mococh mee very cine in commaniyaflais and 
woe genteel» eling band Bilao helped wo Bull he 
ESCUERILIGR th community td Iter onthe neon which 
Sit ati Tacy mete voy stuachsopporers of lr church nd very 





























the al of 1989 Me: Moe fad th mfr 2 fl fom 
ladda and beak bi ep whe yng 


@ 











sond sory window, Nav oy, tha window has eer een pet 
ral sisi hemor. Aig bole thew ne tk 
long 10 cad and fly te hl a 190, ll eat, he 
el rock gain 
ed” Fes wat now wast when he hore bo 
wetting lott ans, ond head red ie lm when 
ria te gun. Aer codes dys ol spny Free pemed swoy 
the Hanna onl tthe age of een your, The door ad mt 
ws bleng at he dds hts be luc i rin had esto 
2, rage sack gun when Miz Moen mallee» hat 
ane at home To Hl 0 be moved Bil seg the servis‘ 
‘peal mune, Me. Plipy of Clap oak fer is we Aer 
{ro weds of dnc Mer. Moca paued ay a et ane Apel 2 























August 195 ll hoe in the fay home, oly is Job nd 
tamiy ving te fan es Mocs wae snr to Mi ara Kel 
Fito ‘Ghee yah El rl 








Ate nding in Hane for five yt eben ae we ae 
‘On Sepember 28 1958, the day of hi seventy asd birthday be sled 
ata har ack the Holy Crone Hanlin Cally, 











th rea, nd 





“The tothe mato he Monn fami ello 


Sophie tcl to Dave Kang of Gaigmyle pad anys Jay 
196 tn ey od force en, Geng, Het and Baty Lo 

Sphen who pad syn Febery 16D lee is wil, Ei, 
andthe cde: None fase Valera Cr 

Me and Me, Henry Keg abi) ave oe 

ok, with is wit Lille othe hme fa and hy have 690 
agi, Myre snd Maa 

Dorey, wih bund Henman Robe, tives at Rad Deer end they 
have to cdon, Ped and Jane 

Ale (Mal) wiht husbnd, Lorne Brook es at Creme 

Willnina, (Mone) 6 marta to Ton Soy of Cagle and 
hey ve twa clon Marlene aod Cal 

Live Lacy she wat koma pad ay in Ral Die i May 
Ste, wan prdccae by bar Inchend oon Lent end ey le 























rhe 


re 


a) 
cd 


by 


Manat an her hoard, Fro Faewell, ed fay, Judy, Ral 
Mary with be fund, Jock Rite, ad 
in, vet MEIC 





iy, Bachar ae 


bie marie to Herb Rake and they, with fly Ly, Thre 
snd Lani t Mann 








‘ter wendrg many stor the original bl 
‘clue to the early ster, who with west and 
"menue yee 1 ay. 






‘ob 
in 














Stephon, the let soa of he Wendslen Mec wat rn 
101s 1055 he sed Ee Yen onthe Dl tt 
fe lems bens gow a0 the mine mut of Fe An mpeg 
Lets ar moved tn fom Toumgitne whee de "ry rie? had 
the «hey tl eng sbandned reds inh wake 


Sve and Elie thee dangers: Nore, Mr Clade 
tow lv at Kiehnr, Ontos The Lapents bie thee 
Bete, Jdy and Steps Janis, Mis. Aue ta Det 
Ins one sn, Bee; Valerie at home 




















TH I Shen il ya ys a 
February of 1960. In July of 161, Ee and Valese moved to Hanna 
‘here Hie tain yung fig abel dens tof Heo 
[ibn Halder of Bota i Agr f OD and they il 








The Staphon Mowach farm was purchased by Orv Fet and rather 
‘han lett bung detente Be mee oe lenaned. en Only 
‘mall pe of de roma ‘wh lew aren 
tug ins gl ply and ach 5 

‘Who ene pre 2 tng Set porn 
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seer fre Hit dally gr wih malt Gemmpe wo Oaans Sieven 
‘enh and the Ute reeds her, Arch pst ight at 
thon the Crandparens Engel would cme sod Cramps Ege wuld 
zh hin the et Wacko ing, 





i sre nny of i es remember the orb en, aed 
‘ies, "rll Rags, the eh ey tad eve Sunday ees 


(Om November 5,180, Jah as arid Lille Kel at St. Pals 
Lateran Chur, Had Tile Th oer mmr hie tal fad 
Pincher Creck and Malis Lorme Brook of Cesgmyle I baliewe ths Is 
the ony pl meng eer the pace St Pas Lateran Chae, 














Alter his ong Jon wi ls ride planned o mine wt 
sat pope wil Know tthe ot MeCren pace fn which te new 
othe, Fred, war Kile ih a fe acident with «sade horse and they 
mined on te hoe I 











1041, om February 23, « daughier Myre Wend wos bien 
Jehan ile and nine yeas Iter, fly 105 they had anther 
eager, Macy Te 
‘Aer bing one year of ones thir ler duo, Myr 
Mix George Pruden forthe lat four years se i sill teaching in heir 
nna wo Se Alber ad though ang sar al Sight 
‘SEE Coues bas 151 comple her le yor sien, 








Tir younger danger Maiy iets yor taking Cade tee 
a: he Hana High Sco and. her hope fo te ature eo Te 8 





1064 was abner meme ye fr Jon ad Tle fo wht 
wth the oer to cups woe mae with tpl: tenty 
ara cbr atthe we of earth ate Me Lay 





John, Lilie sod Magn are sl ving oo the tome far 
suis plane re Bang made forthe ft Va we they not 
iat the'Hand il omaanity wherever they mye 





MR. AND MRS, CHRISTIAN TESKE 
(as soe ro Prt Mess ay Sa Te ao Pater Gare) 
‘he Hand His with Berard. Galner loking to land. Aout 1910 
Me. Chris Tee prchscl «hall eon of Alban spt 
























1 tlie i ld for w dalla 
fom ining 
hy nod 
ia purchand ¢ ometnd 


Sehoh be got vey renable (Me. a 
ra) hen oe meted ond tok te 
flames hal, Me Tee had eter mom 
ey tote Jl, Batter who dad 
Gaet who Live near Michiel (Chris Sa 
She propery rd y te Abit hl) 
BREE Bic nls quar from Black and betan the a 
teins frmsted. He mars vey serie man, nuke org 
Site de ing, welling sod powering ei 



































ling granary the nly tn 
the Bapine Chard and Yor scural years was ebtrman. of the Ele | 
Shoal Boma 


3 Dora Takes chien area flog: FRIEDA, (Mex 
er home in Vancove, ha dln ae 









oS hse fom cate of Deny, Debi and Do 
i Nested to Vaqcover aol has oe on Date (Mx ra) 
see ee her mo nine A dpi, LYDIA, pased any | 
erated whe they rode te ond Ti ESTHER. 

ork) te Sen SAM of Day. 
wr the ig Caunny. RICHARD, of ral Calpry 














2 bape tom al 





sae dam eran cat 











oe: 








ocr ad at pent cones with Johnny Shi, Disk mori 


Pia Wa 

Me Te el he Hand in 145 for Calgary where he cmt 
cist tig the bape th eran operons i is death 
{71N, Sneaks fs cntnon to ese Bor ow ome in Clgry 
Ec atthe present time comeing flowing or Se 











DM, AND MRS. DAVID THUMLERT 
Dr Asan Tnwtser (Dave's wenn) 





rid Thumlere we oe of four bre who mired o Alber 
fro Nath Dats 150 He sed oben of Cor whee 
(GSE ope bomen. Later tat sae pear he as maid oson 
Here (gronunesd His). who TD/0 wos bled by thing 





‘David Thumlert then sold his meted hs brother Cone 
and wok up's peenpiin at Spon 1913 he was matted 6 
‘lp Macht dd fe T010 the adoped «daughter, Ker, Ele 
eid a Mr Jobn or Jsko) Bauer of Hanon In 180, Ther whee 
‘ovte unknown 

e192, Dail sl ht far ot Syondin end Hough farm in he 
ond Hilo Jee Bel, Tey ted tthe Hand ils hat = 
Nam va farmed tote anil WE, when they red od mowed 
ier 

‘Mex Thumet ped say 1952. Me, Thur den, rad 
Mos Boon ef Caley who wl ees thera Aug, 1059, Mr 
David Thule pc 

‘Aled Ther exe to the Hao il a the sping of 190. In 
140 eur era aber nd thy ha to cree they wore 
fit in and Ts ae Tiny move 0 Cas i 146, where they 

















They now ave for iron, ewo bye snd two hs Tair les 
tid wens the young ten yor fap One Sn 
onnle b ratling in Wang sod ore dager, Carnes Cage. 
The ater ty Teles Jeu, ae ow steing High Schoo. 





DM. AND MRS, DAVE KARG, JR. 


‘Deve a Sophie” made tir fist hae 6 he Alp ds, ost 
wot ta auth of the ts One mornings 0B, whe they wee 
ising belay they dase the Rowe was on is The bby, ne 
wa Maclin thecal bin daring the aston ofthe fei Gab 
Fee pus. the roa ceo br antnce by elon 
frou, he uri The hos hawever, wes eed 10 che od 
BPG hey moved w the Maria Aodcron homes the Ener 
Bast whee they romslaed uni" whe they took up pee 











cd 


the ta Calgary, George and Viola (Sippet) and tae fey of wo 
Wess Sat tee oye CD: Bendy Besley, Bary ard Shey) Hie 
ethan we eee (tr Merle Moran) two dues Deora ond 
Foyle a oe sey Bh, Iii the end Til 

HERBERT RADKE marind Eki Miand in 1958. For one ye 
che om Albert Sewer Bethe ping of 554 hay moved 

‘ha Bil inn are wh they made, home wl Novae 
1585 Harner he ain baying. snes and tee 1089 bas 
hal ie Margo whare he agate sbv Allert Pactic Heaton, Thy 
Hee ce tiie ely men and Lane, The Lipday holding 
te fsa by nl Rae Im 198610 HEL when they ere Fu 
‘mod by Gey Sewer. 


























DMR. AND MRS. KINGSLEY MORTON 


My tbe, Arbor Wellsey Moron was ching shel a Ke 
svkkt Ontario when Ives ba T8T-- Wny  fae tha YAK me 














To 1896 my dad moved t Rut Portage and trad working 2 the 
GPR Thi faker fint began to ramen tings that Repro 
Sency mate’ ove ond indocr ed aot to el things of 
een tealight she wos at fas gt eb 
nly there a short fine when She paned away, My brotbet, Low, and 
Treat fine wih my das pce ad Cawrenoe the baby, sped 
wih others prt 











My sioner moved toind a grat del for we Tv In hres 
ite i intro, Thon we sand Bare whee Tse 
SRST ices ote pln wey be Lake Smo wich ad 
seas wo vin but go pei ts of tole, None. 
ene awey were we weed the mer Yo bool "Well, wo te 
THe alt ae sl swt i gute fe scraps ara ha 
aaentcs craping whith hurt atte tne bt I gue ey a some 























tn 100, my ther wos seared © Mache Knit i Maine 
Hos ais wll chanel aoa tings for my brother apd, for 
Bet aud came ee al trought 40 Calgary in Febery Dat Jem 
ene eltiawn T went sel te then Puble Sel a lat 
‘PSyveuere Canna. Clon Seventh Ase, 1 gl hol and 
ot towers Sake bape sae {neve forgo gb Tent 
wee tages wo me bad when thee mother was boil 
Rca the CPI tp and gan’ le of owe tat 
je ler he bore 
































In 1805, 1 went to Vices and waked on ano Bot for 0 
yeary enong thom mere tes Tropa mal aa eg peste, Th 































oe movone wa tt peng bat 
Vancomer and Viera; «ovement ight Rot tend the 


ig ea CUR Tights call he "en Tie ast a op 
‘dig up te west cnt of Vane Inland spd bowght whale 
tian guano base Ope ipT emmber nel, Welded ne Monta 
in three hundred pound seks At tat tine, T wat heed wreck find 
‘ie! Dating this period {saw lots of whales hiy oe fey fot long 
Fronted sa Wands ceed thse Uo aed war wel 
yrange an Inwreing shipwreck er swe 1 worked 
Tecded Thad been away Tong enough so decked to go back to Calgary 
dhe homesends me bd fed on in the Hand Hills The lst day was 
coe tr we asl ae Beker. The sco ight we’ made 
trond the hotel bar The weather war ging colder as we followed 
‘dwn the cst to Pope Lae, © neath wich me hed 






































cee are 
Se etr ee 
Tere ee Cees ores 
Spurn ty dees oe weiner 
prior ecb ieeerr bomen 
Maer eh pg haw AE ig 
Ecce ee tee 






































2 in to rer fin el ws ad Mb 












ie 








had mo tole geting inthe ver but the forth se was about rw 
fet dapat the gr the When the we a he go came 9 
ine tre stopped We nbn the omer aa gt tha 





hon te bank nd deel he fat hog odo wis ued te wage 
fag upon, Homer inthe distance we cal te re 
oa em caning. so we vied anh wat Rup Shanes wh 
tena cw be mj owt tighbour:Redsph ho ad lage tum 
‘teen, oot ony pled oot ote er bot aan palette te 
{ep the bil overd Munsin where ne pot the gh 











The nent icing we are for the Hand Hila which we cool 
Manton to the Hand Tile wae tere, nothing ve a wigan. tick 
(re te tre beck. Thee mee lle hump that led ote, 
ea iy hed lt el fw oh ty 
Tack the best heat rowing lod anymore sd did ot really emeFno 
‘Sewn wnt we had tars fr pore a was bart wor Th 
{ind spent the night. Boy! War ie col! No fe and co gra was running 
iow. Tie nen tight we sds the Hand His od cid oor tent 
Pillar who ad coe outs hs Homestead in the spring of 12 Bl ene 
{© Gydrs an he cate wih exe teat wo ero tp the al 
from the. present one. Two Beck boys had’ ahsck about ball way op 
ohil ite lint eid Grater wo'met oo he le ip wae ont 
Ii'A'ma with in whiskers was amg downy and we ke. 
{0 gir ars pall Hea “NaT dan hae the ine" The foony ag 
‘res tht we meer dl ee hs mn gun fn ot wo he wat) 























Wal, we Sly came tothe Hand Hs Lake an cout vi 
few daye then went 19 my place and pt up a tet the math we 
‘ort, iter bull aaa sak bt oo hid poly ace 
feed core oi sme Got ercng Tso yal 
over! by newb A Miedo cep ithe night an 
Fran Teloun' coor ten belwe ted px’ ny dak med 
font sow bank snd ate shoe ny ot ted wat Bil 
Raye Rade dogs in he sd othe Rll which wat comply 
ced eco for the me pipet low « shove and dag ute 
Abort By the tine marten oeck sade was il Sing 
ig wu sil he 























‘About this tng Tas dawg. who my igh 








te tcy cue fn. Mand Beek bad lenge fenfy td she 
The war qete# guberg place Sunday, te alld fe 
me cooking he its ee suite » ong cdo. The Andon 











a en oe bt be beat 
faethe Clare Mil he Key bo Al 
They bd come in with he tars at pike tha homes. They 
Ei ney ne sacha tad hem Jn ett slow moog an wh 
Finch of sortecs tht wore baling the alow le was an Engh 
‘hun who wast vey pear ene wt egg alt ond 
Geist ide nom, Ronee he wae wedi re Osh 
Wa" the Carine Bens Been, ein Mactetn end Bil Clay wer 
rong etl is one Linny wes Sra by poeson 
The runes dl otha mich efor hemor othe Tt we 
were ikng away, ie ay. Nemeth, tbe homesteads tame Ta 
Tod and 10h Mowncha, Cale, Tek, Sauer rots Me C 
Thware Ws, who hai nen a ste, Chr Stow W. Nard 
Flin, D. Wher Bone Bro Won Dita HL Shulis, Shry 
Noaye yack Edwanly Prd Rally er Homer Thoneoe Wity 
aleecy Caldeel fe Lan, Lorne Sverre, Rese Bron, Story 
Peet Wine, Send, Tom Cate Crags Tom Marion, he 
Sterin, ‘hompeon Hany Frank Byer, Harish Kal, Lon 
Bro, tots Zi and ohn Renn Al ihe wor alse. 

Tn Mach 1010 «pase fw cae thwgh staring tp of the 
fat css the ead ee Googe Mors and came dw othe Hi 
Hiatt Se er ew nd he oe "wie thy wid 
{fatge swept the fe south on the tte ad aly rm Pell 
Joe up sore waves fst and i ighteing tbe io. They vied. 4 
topes tied to ft aod to the saddle b ade ponies. Senco 
rot le the ide Th ah ‘Walon! Mars 
hich ome say Be got the name of ty afr 
Feared ts Clery nd worked a Galt 
‘Whnleale Greve 

‘Whey Trenuml inthe al f 1910 1 worked fr Angie Dart, ¢ 
cer 1 Ried fy all ioe work. One ty we bad 
ap me ful Thle being a new horse be had gurchaed he dd 
faddle"We sm found out what was tbe mney wih the hore_—he 
‘Salle held pln don He wold shove head 
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te nck ye end ay be wold gn, We on, and Ebi nthe 
Ted hap un ye ote uti cami hind. We came t «hl which 
Sharpe turn atthe Bots I ad gate down OK Uke 
Beck ane how Ae Dart was mag s,s iso wie seing 
ay dow the ll: Keowig be sald et maa or tht sped 
‘oped my ute and went oe the back Sure comp he het ed 
‘oP septate theta and mre longing ta dep mm. T'menaged te 
(blo he bor" ads aq the, ad ond up the ny 
Exe we edn look gc tying um the Ld bape 
‘it ovr the ont toh and in sping ha pale Ue dma al oe 
the font afte ack When the rok eel Ile crs bck tod 
He him pinned dw athe snow got de ea im an dn 

‘tap thr aon hr bundy ad pl gt whe Id to it the 
toad fsb "Wel {sup igh enaegh fo hin neo 
fort U schooled his lam aude nt bee bad diper ed cone 
Fhekto get i ado hy. While thee I toed fo it he eed at col 
shove budge Wall W wa alt day me 




















Ip 191, Hary Steers hk ten sere for me for which I paid 
i tne dlls sre Later Hadi Shaner esther en 
[sorted this down and sowed ito ont wih'« rum of howd 
ere al 1 Pat re ob 0 Bd red 





My wl Ale Cont, was ied i the on of Amante, Oni 
ta ht tity dot 3 Boge sy hoe Hel ds 
ty, de n'y oe f er pews ad iam Sh ‘wel 
‘be ook stam go werent wer I ee chr and 
Young Pepe Leni Se alle © eee Me we, aloe 
tol ges bag covaancs Se cnn dene’ te yeas 
Graal oe wo ge oe tr diiret clon & eer voor te 
‘tie ber oer Gail, is is oponer ft anton 
‘Sree of Cay tod war ened many gous Ue See 
{Gul of Stet Ravage shen) Ae he eae eae sak 
os genes ins ln Bo ay tw mcs Vee ey 
Seth n ee mare Mona fy Aa ef bP 
1 sited fe Capy at ht thee bowel et Cp 
© Laer, tn © Fuser end htge Ua vo Maas 








For a cy gel she ads very wll, although the mere tines 
hen th dtc sed ee an theless ney. beara 
{102 when Ines mrtg on ne Neil Hl che dove me ere 
fis a the Wek tad bat neuf the mesa by here 
Tough she'd remem the Tannese ot very cond 
iene blled nd would net go wre be waned Wp. 
Pally hele hin avs abel de Soe Rome ally. “Afoe 
she abe lays blo in Shs se” 

















(ue didn nade the follwing: Aron, who maria Li 
uaddletna of Calgary "Thy have dager’ Mian (i, 














fr angry ey in Fa 
‘married Frances Peacock (see Hand Hi tion) Paya CMe Lie 
Belek Cee Mebane, mene Me Mee 
Mealy hu eae re Robie, Vos Aize nd” Cision 
Sac i te Mra) ei Da eying tees Sealy 
Anpy ed Put wo en dg Ac oy Clemo 
WPael Kae Theta toe dngens Debrh an Role 
Gee topiary) 

















My_wifle peed away Ip 1955 and for several yeas shady 
fname them, Roy and bs le and Yay. Ln OED 1 reat 
‘Ned, the ony eviinal homsader nthe Hand Hi Tat ba renin 
wea asd Theoph every summer we tate exten Beh 
‘Colombia Alberta Sekachowan and” Maan, myst begs 1 
feat fer ant the tr pure ones song when we how we ae 
Fading tk oor home the ie 

oy’ Note: Mr. Manon wrote exons aboot the schoo, url 
ral lpene Intalio, mnie sls sempel ad cb he 
‘vies Un ret vel epeton moth thir ba bes intel 
‘Buea povnng Yo orgenns) 


ARTHUR MORTON ary Hadden, « soo raher 
tro algarys in 109 Inthe sprig ef UD they pre to the Ray 
‘dts pec Ar hd i st one," due, Marian 
wes bo in [9 and in Dever of cha eur they uel Yo Caley 
Thee Av nteded te Sohn Albers aso of Technalegy. Dut 
Teele tting be ced smplonmet th the Imperial OM Company 



































‘dh wih he isl ving eT bat «boo. Cole de, 
Treyting eet the umn howl Fran Decomber 1965 tune 
SCTE wos's ener of the eprinen Opestin Mone hich 





‘er teting mary cpment forth be Aree Cicle AM was 
These Mkt ot the mee suply cara thot te re 
‘hte te uch phy sre at Cheri, Manis and ended 
‘Siem, Alber. tr 16) they move to Wisp where they ree 

at Kllonan uni 1, whan he bale sie country hme 
(lrg scene ll Hendenan Tighe. foi spre fe be nda 
pho ding tet of his own desopng His Ivor sabes 
tres doughy Mason, no Me Ea Popes sad his wo rnd 
Mupatem indy ed Shannon 














Lous Rov ORTON 

oy was the youngest son of plone, Kinley 1nd Allse Meco 
aes Aug sen sept WO, Roy wn sry proud othe fat tht 
fetes the ony wae otf age be buen In hosp He 

















He ner went o Hanon wre hernia it hgh coast, 











of Me and Maw Alves Bloom 











He was a ery ae young man Derog Ms ntay ia anon hough 
te dive cf rc paras ao ao fom tac 4 Tema Towa a 









i soming in ate prog tea he Big Cun 
Ge lpvcd por Hoy and eI te cal 
‘Shoo! edocaton be worked with ail dling company at Cling Lake 
Ales the wine 48: When sting ape he dele he weed 




















to Au 88 he man ene Kee. We ri socom 
a father re heb ce oe Wa, lard 
fr wi co se i "othe town of Hanna. Our fw cid 




















Ta October 1853 Ra's tober, Ase Morin, pated wey. Later 
sha fa we moved tee oute with is Taher Tenet Jeu oy 
Milas wiginal homes an : 











Roy wis alvays oval and ved lig sri, One dey in hook 





‘he tac a ech pup cl nay i fot ft leh he 
ir ducal da ou and he omen a ogee Iso 


night nd the next morning when thir certain fan west ot ts How 
‘Bes rere be aw the gophers ad to go hl tle tiny oud 











Totes cae the nd had Mw alle it fom soe 
Tnctently te lence then war Phyl Morten nd fps 
‘and to ch, for whan anyling feny barred elroy 
nad oud nd Hardy Caer Tage henge 
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Al 22 166 ne and I bese the proud 
NB Yp3620-164 which was the led }. 
Hil W 

























(MR, AND MRS. CHARLIE GUI AND 
iit) AND MRS. GEORGE GURR 
om, Coogee 















thing white ed, wet nde 
no World Wart 
the Hand File bere sng 
Columb: Some rameter that ew would 








i! ts itn, pl ue ie Hi 
act tl er for i mother, Galaeesye dt Mand Mr 
Bae sewed we Bett Cave sie they pad 
‘eer int be ner bs hie ones ae He bles 
fy Ine ssl cone, Mo, Ll 
Uc al es Sap 
















“THE CHESTER SHOULTS STORY 

















young one oteded the Elmer Sel Bay and Ning ha bth 
Tend ubesty te Mani and elena rinsing Bly eeranly 

Marie alle hat Ms, Shoe (ge Magnet Dichield) wt ter 
of Willa Diehl Sand. Caeser yas nba of ary 
Sono The oro trodes or inch of seperate od bling rs, 
Sn woe costo ime incomes wich hep them way om 





Mare mete hbnd, Frank, at « mura a the Cb Hose 
i118, While the dance sf poe sone xe wth the mesage 
fn Chee Shai bd ued Theme of te aly wert 
frome aed found Me, Shuts ipsa f coma Hom which ene 
emer He id dot tine er and os bute iH 


Ms. Shot « short, soot woman, wat an aid wallet Sho mat 
«tan lpae oo he ede tht af Hanna, Deke and Cele 
itn ed np by omnes ons hw «He cea 
{he'damal the webs led he lar hame wart sy 2 hoe 
fethe lage dogo down brut tbe cote 9 A 
me sicourd soo akng eh wal sate lplayng samples of 
ied Qase stole, ber bon Ur or lve cman which 
fetionoa the‘asrphere A pn placed. strand aly 
Inge ci grace de pro’ whih'as ly oped for spec 
‘foe fe Sala war «eat spine and. woud i foe Rows at er 
‘Sonia whe whee eis woud do the ceding, Aferetds she 
Told Er yar up nt may mck, eves, Aon ber call 
STs tha of tg ll try non hs dre or es Souls 
Tent her et dys i Mc andr Roy Shain Cale. Sh pase 
Sy oun 

Jimmy Calis ste any’ al we sok pd Me Shou net 
ha towory al whats going to be pon the eae Jy cond 
Tike pie of cle ar wel prvi the male core, and eoklng 
‘ean war po poblen aller king or rodg re ren Shalt, 
‘tre Chsan mes re james Frank war Jy’ arene. Wher 
e'Soaiteshmene boep,Fmmy went ve wah Harry and 
His te Ire He wes gate slur sed give Male (hie name's 
‘0 hs Bibl, pserbck and yarn be et foe Calgary. He 
ued ay i 10 





























"The Shoals boys were a vey entering goep a tl a 
son of refetathe Supe or perth ly operated large 
Trot eterno the pubic ena: One Jer thy served ht diner The 
Roe were ver mescaline! snd played any frement wi 
‘laden Vil guts, bajo bones tnd. pano were plaid it 
thus coe Thay meter pled the cary of ro Kalle fr 
SES ine Gab Howe, Hore abo chsvoms, bey bon 
lee ere sng the sia as fr which hey are given tel 


105 









































Tina (deemed) (Mis. Goon Le) ted at Boyle, Albee, She 
wae iva vn Sigler co hn elaon 














Billy (sane) wa ne rc oe 





Spit (eesed) Me Bank Rony of Calgary had 90 soo, 
Nort 0 Badly 

rd (ese) ta Lele Cook 
Roy (decease) marie Elen Noell Pas. They the a Caley 
sho ay i pa. They bod 
Tie sn, Walon «ener tr Calgary i mad. Jame sng aed 
















code Che wae nota fr 








(decnsed) mare Maie Cock and moved fom Cinigmle 


stn 108 where he mora or Bower Valley Lumber He 
sed enay i 198 They Bae one son, Chester, who Is med ee 
Fhe tn'Norh Saney, Beth Csi who sa bat os. 
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any (decent 152) marie Ie Robison, The son Read 
ie uric Sod sin Caley. Hey war Bath by rade ad 
fol ore Bly op fom 105 un te ne of doth 





Hosrk (Har sin) suns Shaul? lease fa North Calpry 
He ans wi hve our on Gord, Bobby, Ken an lie. 





eort—Ms, ier Mackay of Calgary bat « famy of see 
Sy Jean, Hoty, Shey God a 288 er 


Gaps (decd) Pent tin, maid een Wood of Calan: 
“This dap ve Margit, Nin td Sanden ore operated td 


Rone dese) (Mr. Robert Denied) had ne son, Ware, 


(nly two of sls tarp fay are sl vag. Peel and Howard 
who both make thie homes Calgary Mare sy se Ning, 33 
als and Googe all dic wii few month of each oer ad 
{i heve diel soln om ses or ent tacks te fae 
(Of tlhe shdyn and rch only on, Prank and Masi on 
‘rhe name Chor Sos om lot Space Age 








DMR. AND MRS. FRED M. ROSIN, SR 

Me and Mex. Fred Rain re mato in South Dia and spent 
sey! yc laplog eo rented and oes. On esipg om 2 cl 
Joi Ry ta Alley at lad could qa hereby de ingle 
{ert homettaing. hey fed minke tne move Altera oucton 
Se (OTD they Te Alt tr tee Sl a, Albert 
hd Avie andthe thee sete 

Tn the fall of 1912 hey rial tw Munn wit thre unde 
tat aed hed sts ote tho out the fn Ros ar ame 
teenty-ne meses Th tl tuned otto ett nay lamer oh 

“They bolt + hack weve by sven and Ue eee gard wih 
ob Rots forthe fn wine, The Fed Ross wee thee bate 
Cte ne rel problem boss hey wee ld Bg Prd Lie Fed 
fon rey 

Inthe oping ar fa som, Chris Tse, Prod Baruch, Feat 
Diol and dae Rein Boye the shack one and wih weve head 
(lanes han i to the hom some thee atest the rach 
ls the Jo farm nd ci omy om 4h" ack wie 
{Elbo std athe home f the Roa lami for fourteen yer and 
See many sluratins the poet oe of Prey Rass a he Yo 
‘Fino 

“The following morning, Lie Fred Ravin ok the avin af his 
wie nd dag ar'mrer ste tw. Hundt Sram the Boose whee 
































van il speed ot thre would be stow wnt, By nso « 
(pol sueam of wa sented tc lors and this well spoil the 
ei tec wir mse for the dort of ie way on Se 








‘Wide the money el fn the thee ued dalla 
one mil en a done chen. The ow, OW Niger 
Sibir cee wl ik, od the css suppl therm wh es 





See cist ad Comton, Aer working hoe forse wees 
Seo afur hir family so dew Out hr weg hi ound 
Ti tve dlls snd her pyr sana walkiog hone. By som 











Thee ay, afr ight spe e's haytack be was ve «Hane 
a sas snappy ding Sex appntd, Fred ke for re 
Tot daTRnaing oat at the pee ot wold be te dll, Ered 


(edie sing "No thant co's lar" The tan wo abo 
ha drve ff ie 4 whistle. Pra wlled 10 Hanna weer no 


SUPERS Stein, lla the soma foe mile the homes 

Hs aly es fv 40 he hid ost again t Ere Stevenson fo 
for sls ¢ erm sed om sve nou mey bay # tam 
fs he could de ew work Widen te te aff flowing, 

op on sce on 

A sol bar was conto wih the fp of nihbous, Cate 
ana by mus came soto the Laker ats ad le ou the 
Ste’ dow Thy ao dg the boos ino the dey sds. Mage 
SEG Toles tno blend inal stampede te cate awe. Inthe 
Tehement OL Nip woull on tar up he cher ch aed go 
loop fat forthe fan ft Mogg wos hve o Tow along en 
BRE Ae a eng vad Seu sta ware potsonos sakes 
Roos Seen abe wes realy ware ol om ples here he pss at 
TG Sal wats fh Se mld ol up br tan rn ete cls 
nel the gor tng the dangerous pound 

By 115, Fred mas ble to pres» pectin for for hundred 
bar—land thats omer omer had fall pve op 

Th 1918 dere was an aon so te amy, thd so, Rin 

The family pempered through the tmene and by 1025 « ball 
seco at redo Alber Best. The felling Year the fly 
‘Sopke wn moed tthe Gay Marthe amet inthe Hand le 
Wily, Neve be gues were abe lerate weekly vst among 
Ue Suhioors "They teed fom mae cteaoment spl 
bata Nori’ goal ening was enfyed by tbe whol Tal 

















parr var set b 




















Then came the deen in the hin wen wheat sl low 
ince cenio's sel ad ce be! sold for Tor cents pnd 
‘Miksa Nuper erop were harem. 13D snd A made 
vendilen ee one atte sat for pedon mar mach higher han 


























civ only in church wok Fed ed 1996, He wan pee 
Se eel, sl dese orm bowing Het 














wt ts JR Alb: he a 
Thal oly daughus, Aint mare Albert Galeri 1906. They 
ave de te eS Hm, Ono Te have four ci 
IAD Se hasan Rober Pinon, are bob ech at Ble 
Ha et the Marne aod Lyoda el the 

















MR. AND MRS, ALBERT ROSIN 


br Rea marl Ela Manel In 1853 end um 1954 oh 
madd Gr howe othe Kinny pace. Threat, they mre 0 
‘Behan ace whore be fot ha nce eed. Tat ow cde 

iad murded Deve Celt of Coto, They have the 
ech and Datbers Mave ard Helmut Werver and 
Se etd cee frm tt ir to Ste, Calin sn 
Bf Ewen, wo heeding kes 2 a srt eth te 
Pee DENCE! nw ves Bedon with i le (he rer Wien 
Tee? Shin Gh Dan and he thre een Wara, Mark and Le 
ny mated Dn Cla. who oper yeni plat at Tae 

se fe they "Nate Ley wok 

Ir spent ach te Rlabow Take 
‘Shou; ee a Vonne ard Tn ele. 




















































ews ale by th 


ad 























lv there, Laman, who a de tne war lv in Noh 
Bauer had t bed deca He phoned bone ty day flowing te 
ident toe f onan Ribot wee ign, me bal deemed thy 


BEd gov throgh he 





vey nth Hand Hl gad hte ere 





ly STIFES 


IMR AND MRS, REINHOLD ROStN 


fn 184, Me, and Min red Rosin to to Hanns, teeing thle 
youngest sn thing om the ome place He son proved hiesll 
ery apt eve Be beens rs wid ont aed pent tod 
isl Pid tt Wena where the Goking tated somdrely beer 
than his nn ops 1645 be mad ena Werner, and ct down 





Rein asap bon inva spor wit ck and baseball 
oppo. In the ine 120s eon gone forthe Tal 
Bronk and al rota hy “Enon etlgae” ss pd hel pee 
by inner abe ean, he ged ome he mds 











or twenty-five yes e belonged o the lot baal ous and 
Inn’ teen for bis “eck fee 1 wer not common 0 soe Reinhold 
fing prone on bs back Bchin the late, ‘woo tre ol fs wane, 
Soar nf the nile ge ete ek and soon Reb wed 




















I 1065, be sted Basal Unite dais end when tbe tes 
‘ror intl be ped ith an exeptonlly igh eae 





the company of Dave Moench ten played for dances neighboring 
‘tion Real had an esl bay Yoke td’ wes aby Gad 








Hide nce, Mary end Joy, ced at they waved goodbye fo him rom 
the wae 


Acive in Me commit, a recat count show tat Reid 
loge oo led tee ergantatns His fm arbor = sight 
Spon that height be orp. 








Talnhol and Eee ave wo sons gol one dughe Tht ee 
son, Walls the young die employed by Apache Deli Com 
any, Wes fs worked lls st Rabo Lake ly Rie, NWT 
Fir Neon, RO! and Sodvchewan.Sianiey. who or dingoed 
all in lca 4-H someone fussed one yea Os Ape 
ta Clee td plontag¢ acd te thee Cyr tr duh, 
rte fo er long tenes eileen ier dhe tr 
































neighbors wre Alex Gallager Cs Test, Eg Milligan, Ono Mache 
me Ranads Gane 

















her stern They fit resided at Olds. moved to ube Morin dire Tor 
file eed lated permanent 10 te Hind Hil dick, whee 





Paline were marred in Hanna by Rev, Finkhinder 





with tree work bores ne pony. and ne cow. A plows db del ad 
1 Moder wore ied wither onl ach bd i own: Each yo 
sere chapped roe poplar wil bec rome Bil 











In 915 Bath was bor, Now « bgp ome wt med 0 
limber had te haaled rom Str, athe road wa net completed 
‘rd Suter mu he cet Tomb yd, A well as od wo ae 
along side Fred and they slowly improved she fem i 











Necenaty grocers were purchased thee. Thee banking was done 
Mn Ai they wat no Gurch ao serviow were Hell at fener? 
sl treaty mils. When the Baptist church was bult Fred willgly gov 
‘tnd "ry stendl ths cc fr god number f yeas (6, 














1 117, hey tosh atthe reo trea dhe tape 
she Milt ret lary Palin te i the al 

Son tint tthe gent Uncle Chr bd he rag of bye te 
Tho aie Chr and Tock Bericht pare te er Deng crt 





As yo wont on mor hanes and machinery Sido wel 


























te Et crt 182 rage the cnet tw ght mle 
‘fs Gran war bled with fe re itched o's wage. Stine 
{mo ips wee made coe day. Tn the ste way ose te Kole ot 
Willow Cre. Neghers wacld go athe sume te lg esnony 
pnt pds ond toa tok Tt today ocak fp, 

who owned one of the Fat seam cognee Lat Ptr Cale had 
‘Groting vote Te frend the funds oe mace wo bcp 








Wi Rond‘wrk es de byt 
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ne 
tel 





orc and roc. hyp fly mae od cover woaden cavers 
rl inthis wy weve ble pay ti ae 
finan Arie stares at ime, atendiog by single bowsy 
ce ring bednce of netfee mle Many aye he wer 
Tce tad eats of ld weather anf dep snow Chis 
MSs jy. Thy vay to ter ilo to the const Ear 
fu Goorvey and fen sek them fe Alpha to ool el 
Sener the meter a try ad rss fr wh hte a 
The burn nee covered wih nb: On Chinas Eve we 
the tage porate hardy How me al Toke 
(etwardtothis evenings and fo of pn sem dim iw happy 
‘lc was born In 1902, Four years nt, oan wat Ban, and now 
the family was empl Anode the few Er Sea 























“The hungry thes wee wry ad on thi Sandy, to. Wheat wet 
sc for twenlve se baal. We told hep too many ee 
ne pasture wa so sauce, Shp were ep a he tule very 
ide’ Hater was peel tl sll or ces Pline was aes 9B 
tdci wt Pred wold esch coos wih fis bods an pant. 
ficial stead dg dle on. Hidr were sete 
fn boards todd then sol © waveling fr bape 





Inset, othe ehildrn were gomlng op thee wee Dall games 
tn the pte wwe Pid had markt bl damand Que owe 

(ae, econ dances held nthe epee, and 
‘rat at pe mee sl roth mek: Maho a lye Dsy 
SS that tee was plenty ood 


ch ping np the Fh Lake ws ake ot «god solr 
fy ang sll do tay. Tey we soped ou wi net 
Brough home fam cans abnor mcs Tae men dy eveyone bad 
{Cp wih cig droog, caning and aking the ch, Somat 
{ond ep we deter aon py 

ip t Caer ws cnr gle 4 pod ody, but dhe Hand 
ran Sete wo nny ibe yay" Br tc art inthe it 
‘ig ha wer eld he Cla Hone 


lore reiting he had 4 ul oe of mae machinery and the 

















ows ho ben sl old land Yo Godel Alighieri 
te'lanne te 8S. He pend ey fe ent Ir, Palin sl vet 
18 da ome i Hana 


The lowing etn mbes oft aly: EDIT, (Me. kai, 
saan ae ome RinkayANRIE, liver to Creme wid her Son 
Lyle and Try (wee Robert Gee wry) (Ap), ELMER, et 

Tins Hand Hilt dss marl to Mary Brow a Engh eae 
es tht Song dy to ror Ha. AN 




















The Bera’ fave ven srandchlen (ll Gros), 
es pein 


‘THE INCUFT BAKERS 
br Pres MeDowato 





“The Eline dt wo Blew wile « bal bate of uel 

ca are now deed ad ha ben early Ipaile 

Fe te oes ent, the follow eps 

Kine fen toa fom the mover share by Mr. Pete Gls, 

SS nec fol Mr, King Moron or acemslted, by the othr ober 

Fete wate Thi tebe ata el fhe ising bowl 
ye bin tales 

“TOM GOSS fut «litle duck fe the draw sea the od fro 

she Peer Cab baling, te 1312s mumstousbadstoom sack ond 


Avene ft 























‘ee! is shed complete sped down Tom war ving Dick Black 
ibe tine soo gute # supe fis reo” me. Te more 
Toit ter et the et le the wad ow eng ito he Ka 
law ard “san ue. Fo she bere te ost fe 





thee Later he moved tote Tom Cat plac end li pen sme tine 
a Gerge Gur Tom Gon! we caveat ton Eogland and 
Tet tt they returned the rand and = more conven 
AMR. MOORE built the fet shack the Wassn pace Jack 
‘ching he was wll-lacted man tl be war tered 
cringe sl incor nthe mow tha. Pee rc thi 
Inher ened this uate Mt Moore by sontact. Hoe, hit sdk 
<Tecoraged by the etbck and no farther tac fbi can be ound 











OCK GREWER led sur te rad from the Gagetown Ses! 
te Sny he roe bck an fr sis Icha worthore te 
ti of the Hard His swe an the Congo pce where he opted 8 
TWh shop Tse bth lal sboe 184 ar Crag was pani 

i nod r the ll one wer pst. ok we ore wth he 
Cian frst Word las {and when be vetred be rough 8 
(Std wo dare hs days Georgeown, He ed i ero « Mi Wien 
ond moved wo Vance 




















ARTHUR DAW horsctaded and preampiad she south hall of 
zon ow inom ty td we fe Rend os pure 
SRT ie oe tle Scho He tt the le alr prong pr 











DICK BLACK homestead and hed beeen the Gurr and 
‘Gi ples He scm ugh woo purchase te all cn 
ol up by Tom Gas Howe he dl’ sy ong and ld 
Fhe gua Che Tee. Mr Cals bar tat he moved o Bh 

Club whore be oper avy ssa ete rach 
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THEODORE WASSON bad teen sal ang nce cacy 
of cel bre homteaing inthe His He wos an caren BY 
de He fable fame ebacelbe n spt ing 
‘Sith tale and wll Rept ae la nce oan. Fis Bou 
SSS velo Tannin TMG by Me Pred Ro who poche the 
Tena "Th howe nw ey ely olan, tetreed sro, 
Tibliar bn wor tok bylphning wa ened sod bar wo 
Wl edi ner prcnd by Elme Macee a ene the Key 
tebe was taut sd tea ig one ofthe folly. AIP ays 
Tilcheccy “Obr ie wee gol odds He ba two sae « My 
me of Calgary aod sewn ed Carin Mt. Wason led 
Fey a hs ome the sping of 14, where was covered by 
Tiler Albert Hn who sie dale the mall 


RANK TADMAN (a ald 0 Douglas Milgan when shey shred 
th he Hanon Hosp 1980, 

















Me cane ont theory 1908 and bose dy es 
te spt hop wn n't wag tox fer ane mone That wr be 
tren Bra Cala The me sping he etumed nd bl «bose 
ited al wine. The sing of 100) he moked ode tld: Wher 
ceed he word ‘Cons soe aod alo nthe Pot Ot 
ReGen and tal eule athe fumes and db etm tome 
Tut up is fom: Ta the umes be worked tte st So oF se 
Ungeeswect He leg ing ob ul about 1916 when he gan 
(dvs fs in orig 
si id ly ins log wih lel il 
then he pu an Olver sully plow which he pellet wih four bones 
ae iPhoto by dA plow powers by + Forson taco 
Heft is toe 105 ser baling tos a ne ronson heme 
‘hid was all wel or ey, butte mer sneer Bowel song 
Toe ts, 

Some unasoalemusenents at Me, Tad nme were: They 
snout ld ead pan hh they toed spe dow. Then 
They wll fenton te bt of mth ca oe brah They so 
tnd an aconen ih wor payed tym nthe deumeing mun. 
‘Strone wall ther bowl whch wae call SINGING” Thi wos 0 
wc eset but ithe suet hy mould go sinning In the 
Heed rie Lake 

‘Onc extement Me, Taman had was dt one ay de ball Keka 
i prey da tut fsbo two hours. be deed I 
Fis ern for ik He pte whip ut and sly ave ft Bu 























(Galioe' note: Me Tada served ae it sexetry of he Elmer 
Schl Bord IIo for tine ara cer nore othe 
Fiend Hs Labe Cs Hous tai inc Tore hit vl He 
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Bab mantnd He"L Saving a Gary ime hoa sor 


BILL RABEY war the som of Mr and Mex Walter Raby. who 
ingat Calgary rr’ Kec Ontar, sost 180. Ha lar 
{one st Lang Beach, Calin Bl ws very Young nb he owe 
Stade tn the’ Hand il, jt arly Od enueh tony es to 
Iplatoos of the Homeictden” Act e syed Inthe dst ong 
ought prove spon is propery then sera Calgary, There be 
‘Reel and washed ra aan othe ego peace Pn 

ny td Plone, He had one 00 and ne dager, Bl used 

















"BOBBY" MILLIGAN was « Une Engluhmen who homatended 
‘vos ‘ungonly sogolar ax was dogo with the goo level wit the 
Boon Ho pus his ie year of bastante thee et 
tiiytndng the rg of wert gett fear he well tay te 
‘ekoving ing sees ct bed aga 





SOREN PETERSON, «bbe f Anon Pron of he Had is 
Disc homestead i Elmer i 008 Te was nthe nicholas | 
Seapebl bchlrid. Hit hae was aed mony yeaa pling 

Sete fr federal lcm 188 he eave Mis Nelle Care whe 
‘aston in Inning, land. The Fer ote to Hann 19, 
Tis pnd sway the flowng yar, Loyd Hen fared Sores homestead 
forme yar end the flowing Yeu the peopersy war wld 20 Me | 
Troma 











MR. HAROLD NESS, « cosh ofthe Anderom brothers, home 
seaded ihe NW'j of 2838" 164 aboot 1910 He eae ton Eve 
‘sing, By tds he est on oer mee ed 

te about 1013 and sold bis land to Mr- Las Flt He retarned 10 
Breet, Watingon here he mares He bad se on and rnd 
‘oon we ded a Pb of 068 ad arly now ihe 
en Kindly proved by Me Anton Anderon) 











Among those who ved oa she Mannion Home we 
Mr, rd Mew Metin Nebo. Tey bad wo cre, 0, Cl, nad 
2 aught, Vole, who eeded Ele Schoo 





Mr, aod Me Henry Almond abo me tr hone thre fr fey 
yearn Cad Hoty brother ela wth Heary ae to Canna a 


ne 





dhe yng of 118 an homestead te land whreon the Soar gael 
te ee op ihe Res Fhe places od moved 1 
Bear pac He ine made hr bore at tarion sot Bick 
Bete Seed Vale and Slory Beh Colombia, bet be 
tow vt end lve at Tur Valle. 

THe we mac  vvcoas Sch las named Blle Proulot 
cat den the cioorn rin ter of Garg, ea 
CBAE The hal te sony Bilan Bobby. and daub, Joe 
Sa ore te eure te Hard lean Bele ied suely 
Beamer Vale Tote re ae oth mae 














‘MR, AND MIS, ALBERET MOENCH 


Att Moench, cl son of Me apd Mi. Leonard Mech, and 
a iy Mono dab of Mean Mx Jems Moson we 
wa) Mori of UML They wood ont the Martin, Andon 
cara and fave ben onset wenden of he Ee dict eve 
a ee gle tbe Ted Nelo howe te move © th 
Be, Sor fractions er unr inthe winter of 1986°ST 
SEE tome sow comply oder 

















ey and Albert have fou sons ard one daughe, Ther et 
son, Best Ms Tene Fees tne tom Mit, Sis 
Te Baal ered Bacher of eee dee 0 1086 and wil 
eer buch of Eds Segoe tis fal. Boch Dose and ene 
ee aicey where Donnie sted ar at, racial Kor 
See tact lot schoa yom. Doo kas woke for era lent 
See Sree Shen were opera ithe Tunbow Lake, Adhd 
EPS, Savona ch rng the summer os he lp i ati 
TE Heron estat Zane Vena Tey Hive tn Calguy 
Ha ese Duane Srey i 0 fig scoot student in Hanns 
1 Ee geanges spend bie fresco ys lowing in Bs 
ihe tome 


‘bt and ety have Ben very acs in community fli Alber 
ct bli feign demand rom many onions Fox many 
STRANI thao dhe Se Prats Enbean Chay a 
Woot te dur of wre fr the fel Elmer schoo bord 
Mere ie ser, He a meer of al the sevice, abs fn 
HES" tat be diese lamang, fone of wich we Alpe 
Mal Tacphones REAL ted the Had is Lake Clo 

‘ht she pent tie Alber: the unchalngnd dietor of one of 
the Mbt ottering rs, whichis nll and ow 
eee Wiel, It Hardy Cabiee Bon Marne, Lame 
ROBE Sa en each among nb shoul Wo mentioned 





























ho 








"hat Dave wat he cting experts the die of hie dent Each spring 
they sone from place pa arching at alone pk td one bee 
the tit day. The seid ay dey ca rop make sage dc, 
Ierwur rid wl taboos and spe at ade 
inva ment marke The wives alee ntend Reng tll egrets 
share meson, partes nt weeping end eligi ete, 
In he general orwply. Ove yo hey Stake op te nb ar yon 
fives lw whee you were bln tbe king “Harsch 
alee Moench’ Remp Rent Spc Last yes, the sl 

pool able in McDonald foment allel irew’ the operon ine 
tame belore the work erew showed xp nine Dating thea 
‘re the worn got ied inthe weeping Altengh the rng usd 
{othr own seang of ame ace and savage ber Macs 
Gainer anche, cr the advent oft ck pan in Fan 
cid Dbl oly the snags eked ot homes eg shard 
‘rote bochurng sien year the gag lke trwerd 
Tictetng ston tty th el spc are ull say ahr ey 
Tirooghont the farmer bay yor. 



































Kilner, Manitoba and worked there for a farmer fr aproiatsly 

ig ws leon Bt hime ne Had Hil 
Hise didnot tke the west andthe lonetines othe cold biter wines 
‘ected o England ser nal two yes he. 








ily had werk for s man in England, who kept show 
6 be ker how to uo so ed bore Tha they be top 
rw on th fam They war alee ft and shiny Hs hares 














He planted rome atom of bis hone, He scm 32 
aiwaya Have = wonder and ogee gare every yer Hie 
Sard wns beauty por inthe Hl ir ake oie by id ole 














ny 102 Bily hed Me Andon, a caren n Cipla Bult 
ten ps fica sernteen handed la He 
hie Me Pre» ego ru nd toe barge a He need 
ite Lady of te Labo” Mr. Pocock “Copitn Pacet They 














ia 
ie 
hard 














charg iy cont iden am al Sundays ug the summer: pei 
fnytendt the Stumped, 1 osmed the ake for tee yer ten be 





Diy Mian ae be anor ae all oo 
Hand Hil Chai si hi lo one 





In the la" Bli’s younger bathe, Aled. came rm England 
tote wih him Like Bly be esa fie hiro and kept ho 
rll tly He wes a rent voi with he young people Bon 
els lof mua ong tht eed eat at every ar 
Aion 985 mana Nove Sons here he mare wad stl Sow 
‘iva never ured tothe ven the ple 








Tec «few tnstanes which wil show you why he was aad 
cme visor tour hte He wat eal ow” layog ae od 
Sys had lf sey honor mined ith coryehng be’ i. He ved 
fesse us gele Torre, when we top! the fw he wocld ag 
‘tt hough te die aad den cucke ats, He eyed having + 
‘owt gh ll ne tine fe of wise were cn, ed 
SS ge the Neer al him bt poo samp thor ad tore som 50 
Tet that we had mene almaye bd out tle Rotor Se 
{ute and Clady my ir sino siege him na fot race 
the ps tnd beck We, he tee an back be yay et 
‘dot be had be nfo cing tomo fn Began Ths ae fost 
wie ines at eve happy wor Hi. ly Milled and ac 
‘Edwards baci who led ner Billy, od ere 1 ut 

fend Chis wits and stay afer New Years Bay spent 
Repcive Circa a ou fume (Prasad). Tvomember hey sed 10 























ba 





nd a Pa ety Martin ok Me 








‘whore igh 
‘Coa ta 














ite 








Soin the sping of 1917, they wld th far: paca s few de 
sdb pos td wi ie to dregtes Leora and Gad, 
‘ried he ta for Albert ow months ht theumatian nproed 
nd he was sb to wt to word He hon moved to Hamar and but 
Ute) sl abd was desman and Jn Deere gent thre 


amos ell wt bon at Hata on Osher 8, 1917. Da and 
Moser tl abt «ig ind at that tse A herd of approximately 
te those bead of ate defied it tow os the rnc nd 
ihe people bad tty to beep the ete tay foe de windows 0 dy 
rudd th thr bade bt the bland war over bl! as found 
oun to dah ening gut the CP sadn, 








Dad, wating 10 g> hack farming agin, toaght Mr. Brown's home 
sud aie north cel of the Hand Hie Lae agin they peed 
Up the banging sd wh ab ayrack, four ote ling nd = 
Se inti ey Petal terse or Sv Broa 
‘ollot onto the gown dy ar sped to ryt oe them bor 
thy led off ect have he forte cl 


Mater spt ha to ag ent ihe cow's al to be abet hep eo 
Tig gh othe out, 








‘The night we were camped near Drambller proves that « man's 
es fod Ish dog the mille of the night mon came seang 
lat camp, pablo po nine the mind bat ou om 
Jaf, grovel te avadenBed"tnd then atch the-aragee. Ate © 
Shor salle the Seger seal nthe darts I hyow the ws m0 
tore sop camp tat gh T might any we Rt am eaiy mar et 





Ip Mey, 02, weaned ince Hand His Laren ad Glas 
wot he Elmer School whe we ive thes 





ily Mild we, pay we gi ne cent for eery gerber we 
trappt oe pla That he whe by go hie nishname of Gopher 
Jan 

In 24 Ded bought Me: er’ place at the south end f se 
aod Hie Lake, where ee war Tes an 3 he Soult eae 





The Briggs Mile and Laortin and Gladys weot hy tom ae 
umocrt tthe Hara Hie Late Sco mone 12 wer seu cot 
Schon loner were built a9 that Twas able to go te Dalkeith, thee 
‘les sways The government pad. ey wlon there wat no ol 

















She tacy 








big lizard th ping of 195. ore ore op she 
to ull obey woke opi he maeting to fa thie widows a 
Bo atte ever lth smo Dad fa we «Be ot tough 
STC th hase nt he sal Sedo pt con end then they mld 
ett dogo make le ig enc So they could ca cat 
Thon they sll fo Willa Stade in the fll and move 9p the 
Heed Hil sbel drt sath of Doll Thy now Ue oor 





he he tine of the wilting of tls sry in 1958 Dad egy 


arty an Mote ighaghe "yr Dr ti 
nmond meddling enivenary 188 








LUDWIG FAMILY COAT OF ABMS 
sonwrteo #7 Mas Drea Laois Proce 





Th hercith Cot of Rm ie he Lad Atari of aia tas 
nig fo he fit Covnde AD 1006 wh twos toe Oy a 
Shen Crnader Joon Von Lady (ee histor of the Crsde 
ted Chile the fat ek plube io Fenkfrt AD. 1538). He 
ithe tat of the man of autho od 











“This Coat of Ar is shown in Heler’s New ond Enlarged Book 
ef Cont of Ren, Namba 160, sono Kags of Nb, bo 


oe Tok bey wi ey arr dat ng he La 
fami. 





Sc i ot opt haa 


rm these I eet dha the Lad 
she lined numberof Bsr ony Cost 
‘Gre andere wth a aaten 











Tn that Cram he pins ches nd igh were obliged 10 apt 
eran devs to dating he vows commands 





Searnge by Sir W. Ceol ERAS, London 1808), "that we can ascribe 
Ie armor bsrngs intr pews fr, wen the ney of el 
‘lopment of the namsous Tes sem to hnve compli 
fonts a night 9 aot etal 

eres ofc rrvetend bane” 

















“These devas very aiihy wore trae and day vpn 


she SO, Rain dvs oped tbe Leesan the 














iphone lights in ain form and pts: empest,gvadant 
eth Lion ed ¢ high ple stan emblem if «slant er of 





‘he Ligaen the of Aneto loo and Foe ami: 
{2 Tessyiranis: and Jacob Ludwig who came to ‘Thomaston. Maine 
Tish tothe Ladwig Genealogy” begin wk Jone Ld. bom tn 
He came wih his wile, Katherine Kine and their three ere. All 
‘Soins wich segue fly ia eating anv wat probably 














som Joep Honey Ladwig marod lab Kar of eon 
colony i TVs ded dic 00 De sd ie beter fos ose 
‘Sher se the Maal River The fare wh they poche, they 
esta were ny snr len mevng the ow oan By ling 
‘es of tone sd prot srvyers to tows fepectte, bee 
‘Sota pble wn aren of he yes. eaph ad tebe shen on of 
wih was James bor in 179. He mar Hane Creamer. ir Gem at 
ames Lady mri Hey V. ash and had ive chien, Oral of 
Main (Grom Dela Udi Pacck of Alben Canad. Ages 
std ane vom, George mar and m0 cdr Della eset 
tho cite, al gin Laurus Peck in Pood Mala Cle 
‘Win hermoso nd ies In Alt, Canadn and Pane Moro 














There it much other inerating Lodvig mater sated here and 








Pris Tater 
rand Ms Robert Mild ond the ciden wee orn Ca 
and Phyl, now Mr George ‘Thrift of Edmonton) "They came 10 the 
Hand Pile 124 ved om Ernst Pon's bested the By 






































The children went the Dalles Sila wee know for hr 
‘Mila ‘were Hemel with five mone chien we on tht hese 
(ae winter playgound wat the Miers Cals ete the summer we 
ployed ni oe bac at Hand Hl Lae 

Mes Mile tomer for her sgh adn play (Sb: 
pero) the nr Scho nd Dai 


In 1836 we moved 19 Hanna and in 1057 Kahlen dnd « ale 
death a the ae of 














[Milard sil ess in Edmonton and keeps any and heathy whe visting 
ih cen and ten nine Alb 
Robert an dnugher Phys ten to te Had Hl once in aie 
Gladys it Clive, Alben Fat Hang; Pll bt Edo 
Alle amon: Cordon at Calguy Cag tat Rd ee nd 








MR. AND SIRS. DAVID KROCKER 
Fain Kasexen 
In the aring of HOS Me, al Mir rid Krk aan Crag 
dame in he Han His or one tet, Thy Bred he 
Ger place nul tiny huts Hou now quer e's nl noth 
Shee Set 














Fer io goad skh aod at preening 








teeny te rs 90, 
Mary sgn Tac, Arzns, 

A Elmer School a the Hele Bepeet Church f met ree Mot 
sa lg wre mari et back t Cagle tHe o> 


Jr Tete sll Tom ad re now ing ne ml hom cy 


DMR. AND MRS. MICHAEL KARY 


In 106 Me. and Mis, Ky anther fmily of seven sone and one 
whet ved tee and Tl om Hea, 














Me, Kary tas ember fx ie elaguence a «Baptist Church 
ny ier dhe people ote Hsd ily Alwnys an ardent 
‘ld he wet bleed ith + deep concer fr the spel wala 
{eto came win hort of flees A wn, eteresent mn 
d fumor wae gn mbar. amen his wbicame’ kere 
tense wee pase on Toi so daughter, 

















The boys wore lnaved Jn commeniy sports, ut the baney 
“fou Kay rh Coo the hal a poly Te the ott 
‘tet men. Jc chapter wa eee and ging 6 bis 
(Rimes se thrad "Pho a a Heya 











by anes) German minster bythe ane of Ror Haapr For abou 
Vo wee be syed in fay nm ging eopertrtel ms Tse 
"he lie gle ibe fells fart he wer tamer the 
Sale del ne een sal aces ding th pod). Thea, the 
‘Soe up we ale te gt eed byrne in any crbcaton of shure 
te Ta Amng tw bs thar me by this eal wee 
Srnec Kaya Neder and Fra Teh Lac mute tacers ave 
ERT date w une the myer off ange metid 











‘Among Me. Keys romans the revival of 102 sands oat wily 
Foe to mets fy: Eermnn of Carton led nthe Sut condo 
evil svies gir Aor of tee people were bape In 
Fists cc nutes of fe unseat sparte Sunday bape 
Tees oak commits brathern-law of Me Dan Het an is 
sesame al the way un Foreburg t be Sepia Bost servis 
Rel ered h tne ster tom the Gnlnah Church nar Carbon 
youl poored eis praten daring the veers ad any sl recall 
eg Beth's lou ring hs tole av the eis of °T Sueder 
‘AP iad these 














“Two of the Kary sons EA and Mike, stl forthe mir at 


yer gle gain 188 bat west sl for ewytm xnes a Basha 
‘Cinescore ope woke er 
SS tp to aad bourding epee Ds 

seu ae cnn TB of the pea i alles om tc 








vie 


Mie vs in Hanon, Conant, US. with 
shen aig is mir we EAs wile 
Sere dre in Cleveland, Oba 





129 








Thais eles sn Joho manicd echt, Ms Halen, We. Foe a 





‘ume of yet che taght atthe Elie hol mere be ested 
Fel ae fn dpe and borg Stretching al 
(de Un ne to eh oa ery Bey ewlment They naw ree I 
Bois whee oe il acing 





‘Thr chee, dre sont and dauphe,aze all mand 


years onthe Byer nae whe their tnt Gordon and Ken were Bom 
Tey moved se OLY about ST where hy hate stable Bef 











"Thies Be ve t Ol, ha seghbr emer hin bat on the 
eas whee opted Kary Tse Shop tn Harrow owned by 
{Won los mid sn he geo wnt and he auger 











nyo of Nelson, B.C, ill mates he home 
be date 





Jos mat fr sre ne 
there i is young so 

Hod als wile, the forte Ieve Br 
‘chsh. ° 











Me Key psd sayin 1056 alter «ng sss 
“Tht only dager, Feo, ido Det, January 15, 1968, 








MR, AND MRS. AUGUST KAUTZ 
fs ma to Pasta MeDoesa, 

Me and Mis: August Kents came fren Bers, Roomania in 
the ing a [907th nn, Hct. "Tey move my ins 
thin yor in Canny apaig one year on each of the flowing 
firs isl ile Are Graumenn or whom Me Kane woke 
{lied de foomer Chedboerge use) sed Hold Pana Thar 
‘Ten Thay ved tro ales south ofthe Dion place for to Yet then 
in"Ta thy move back to Alpha, where they wt on he Coulson 
Plc Ts eset hme et 185 Hw de wort ee 
inti mth When toppers cme porch the Tee holdings, 
thoy sceped Wand moved thre [08,1958 they Bog ba 





























ie’ Hanne and conn arming oer town the eatin, he 
‘Albert Paint and’ Glase Corporton and’ hid year he worked for 














hi 

on 
ney 
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an atintve nary sie, Lois Barker of Torr Valley. They 
‘Rete i 1960 ad retro to make thar bare othe far 18 
Ihe penne Ls Ie ourng inthe Henna Horta. Lal and 
‘Wali Uae te lds: Ble Allen od Wendy 








Freda marr Lome Hunter of Crigle in 1996, Tay hae ro 
sone Lond Corl red lays thee the tern Church 
The Welecmer, Hama, nhc Me, ond Mew Raut ve both mre 
Si the Coonan ste 





Ng Kau rl he ble tli rd dap she 
hen she aie n't faegn sony wale to aps he ew language 
ves not ted ual Ney roched Winn Up val thet te 
tsgnen tithes cing tr te an ae 
IESE" intr Alter har ose thy all spread ech 
fy wae on sown They had noes bw fr Gas to Hi 
Family Sere deep or lenve ein athe sopners a they were el 
they would wa thc son 








Once a pore came through the nn ling ape, bana od 
erie heh Haske hh eal in bl ope ht ea he 
ocd he sll “Five cs ie cen In Geman the word “ie 
‘Sens pipe ease remains blog duped when she peed ED 
Tip tude and Vound no pips lr sie Tey on laugh abst It pom 

Inthe Old Coty all he homes were cove tg 0 wa 8 
peat hock for Sor id Meal sane In hme he pe 
Ste weed ser dot and would sei lok Bera! al 
ning Once Me Kas war ema traing tn cme home 
huey ne. Since her tor hoo ron he file me 














‘Though they sllrad many harihpe and many dn she wos 
lay tad tight, she reals how she Loved Canadn. “Neve! Ne, 
ued Tver we 0 o heck tthe Old Canney! 





MR. AND MRS. EDWARD RAUGUST 


A Reogist and Tile Kanewischer were mari in 197 ad mad 
ther bone mth Ballound dsc As cools were fate ase 
th Instn Ti ght the te ede chien by carepandence 
na they mood tothe Hiner dew i Jaary of 197. king ip 
‘aden onthe Arter Daw ori At Ee, the hdr took 
‘cme ioe in muse own an whan th Hslrhab, ome oe 
hides "mor progress ina ae" members the chee. To 
TGS thy inser thc lings by putnang the RS Conpen 
firm. Tg many lal hol were une conrele dane om 








bt 

























Sed ey moved and ena the uldg a he ne fll 16 


het family const ls CLIFFORD, who grade rom Oblshom 
LUniventy ort Poleum Bryne mid Hen Fedora Th dy 
ne Wony an sig, CLADYS; sarc pedi fi 
ind mvt Ft Rem Thy have te iden, See 
MLVIN, who eon oe fry i Bt Uther wu See in he aoe 
Fro Gem, who mune i be Hlnns Hepa fr four and bal yar 
Fre oh mig Ty have te doe Patiala and’ Peel 
FIONR, slo's sot, sarod sl Cameron. Thar daughter 
Peony tal Fae SHAKON smal Terry Moore. Tht chien te 
evs, RANDY fal at Home an stwods High Schaal 























Tall dhte who tro the cx til, the fence ls thet 
ted cules sn he panes rigs ol the Elmer Disk, 
Elmer Scho Diss Hocach Commis, Pls and sk MeDenal 











A PIONEER’ PRAYER 


Oh Goat 


Solen the inl which Time hat sted 











And then, Oh Gk tinge he aloud calor of the sant with 
the dow of ading Snag elie aT elctanly tm 
Iti sep wars my Falher 




















1 REMEME 
hr ager ad che th a el es 


‘iviptiina titpaeesesig cose S 











































































































bl Mr, Borne, Mis Daal Mis Carp Me: Edward, Mis 
‘thee now nekng at 4 weir 

al, "W Katara Sickle Mie 
Wi Era 
























th ine col opie le propre arin 
te Min site edge ae toed sh 
ya Te | 





the Salven Lake Seo! Div 

tsa wanted bela 
the bing a ge The pup 

‘lala another alowed sot. But Alp 

pita eds stv wot 





te weer a 





EE at ‘Or 
rent ole 
Your wovis have prov that lr glrloot poe filled wh Wa 





Ae ro 194g tm i 
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Fi 
ey 





aoe seaencimersns ts scenes 











Mr and Mey. Rend oi have sar the please of gathers 
comping and ding thew your tented erin wth susan 
i er embers of the Hild Hie Book Commie powly prom 
‘hem nhs Alpha Annoy 





[HISTORY OF THE FAMILY OF 3. L. BRANUM 
ay Jes E, Basse 


Alte having mae the mee) imprest nl ory tne 








malo 30-16 wat March 3,03 ith wry 
‘ery ite a anything ee, foe peomanent reste 


“The lmbe fre it hose wa ald rom Stele: We stayed 
for «hw daye a Me Caigs al Mr Ole Fe went ay 9 wrk fo 
‘then we VoeSr isbose nh we ha oar be By ci 

ie slog: a0 we made secon 








(Our sghon wee hing eth oigial meee. South of 
a Me. Sauer an um wet Ose Arc, So 
Me Hard and fay a Mr an Mi oi Bard Na 
Melo J "Tre ost al ae gn ed 
‘Alpha Sebool, which that te dust boon comple. 











When we era atthe ort, rod fo dhe mst prt wre 
natura pre dene tit ey pes, i that Kn ey cay 
ioe olin way ry ting when the grand ear vere 
‘vaso There ees so tin running thnagh Crime The ne 
Qe bale bt no teh ay wat Ile gen wes hae wa baled 
‘yng srl tm 0 Manon, ve tad ha ap oe ing rah 
‘ee mal wh dy but when fried were lst Ings 
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(he Olion 1917, on the Malaen homed 








‘he sol tng of po one My higand holed ight rom Musa 
i ce eek Lime or Lawonbarg which we ete 








iy hand, aur eldest, den, ae, wh 
ralaollchons, aod tstunded he Hand ils Samp 
Fee GEARS ape walle thought wa ten 








(ae eet son, Lewis Hare — beter 
ne 20195 
Milde, ow Mex Wolter Sander was bor December 10, 195 
Mary, son Mo Keith Ganon wat bora December 10, 1918 


‘Our youre, ays orn May & 102 and ped way Ferny 
a, SBE HE tn Ward War To, Like all bee love 
Bee Spey te seek He ware that tour diet 
a a ead a aie and wae the et present of Se 
Fea tue Rosato, petlon el fortwo yer 














‘och yes and wer tora an grew up im Acants 2 
ound aie etwesAearas and Canada, esl the 
‘aie baw ove ee 





‘THE CHRIS PEACOCK STORY 
by er Pracoce 


In the your 1911, Chor te Rebus Prank ime othe oth 
nit BS SEns wa te nce iy Vrs, Et, and Kable. 19 
sa eat 192, Cw indo he sot arr obs Tam 
a Kh St wr hy ung Bf 8 
od Nee tector. The flaming ner the oly reed Hi 
1a (ae Deka whore Mes Peek wan employed at i dy hat 
i oo etre mene ack so the fr he sing, How we 
See My we cn and ran eo found Hide and 
a erage the mandow lark Ms Pewee’: 
tere i ale cme met br 1014 and ode ve ther prep 
al I dacaon at Alp and mento ight od 
asa ot Regtrd Noni tant Decor of te Rebabli 
‘tere Xt pee Ei bea seams Alben spi 
fer ei cen eter Home Beams ache i Rite. Ail 
I ee Aa etl War ene a ronnie Ds 
we a Riper, ta Cotmbl tthe te ot is 
rae March 1860 Be Panacea ayn May, 180, 
Tay tet ve with Edith i Pnaka She pase vay 












































which cone gra 

















“The lemly Tot a0 ine in geting vp a Hose, «arm, ed exe 
ste Wie oso ho enon ind watson ron to 
HSE anabundance of grin, Fer ere were ough for late 
‘td de Soe i's ot Teighng ih teams ted aps 

‘With two gil sl single the emily found shee playing 
many pang acelin the community Th eto 2 of Sty 
ROR Ui Met, hone sng nal onal, «hog Dee 
theo of stato 

(Cae Rin mar Fool Dale and they omeseaded, nxt 
ot Cray They fad sn een, Walter) Mart, Willan, Te, 
Gone ted Robe May na Hay Ider wre trad nd ome 
‘eel orto Ble. Tle fay cna of Alvin, Gene Har 
"Sy Rote, Wiliam sural Mary Janno thet ier were Ton 
‘Ed Goose mari Joa ng ond the cider were 
las colts Tey toot bee ol 190 when they moved to Oregon 
Jot mend Cure Ryley Thay ad ta soma Kenneth and Role 
ree dnote: Lye marae Jek Get ad Ue at Ley 
They have te dager, Veto Vers 




















MR, AND MRS, AIKE SULLIVAN AND MR. PAT SULLIVAN 

“Two trsh brothers, Pot and Mike Sli, omit he 
‘Alpe tea Panache visto «ber, and made 
AAP he with te ibe Sliven’ He wierd eonsdably when he was 





foot baly in ard wale wing home from Hanne 

Mike ated ¢ tether rm the wisi aon Sete by de name 
cof ls Hark Fark Tiey_ wore ha sey ate common wore 
Ste er chemo ofthe cl boul, 5 concer te muri 





thd sve tfngly term a rnd comico feman By wa a 
Serio coped hare rag tating ia fx hows ach 8 
Herd ilo Hota, eH eof ors ted wit dg 
Tile, who hat angel the Ring od Roping Clb 
{ital eos Edin, Jle (So Reae Grounds) has for ch 




















teas reveal ered aa wi hep Deu ise ines 





























MR, AND MRS, JOHN E. NIXON 


Mr ad Mi, Jan. Niom came from Noth Dat 
in 1911 bee hy hoes, They soldi bolngs thee wad 
veto the Algheti119. Me Nim ed square Se 
sed nao of te ding susten werk sath plowing sod 
hf rr mts ep amy pi i he 








Hi dager, Mex Mary Carmichael of Byemoor, eae er did 
ven ed aking tooth Tom fly ta he many te 

his were dng in rer t spp tise. She le how 
cen fo” Wie ty wee Serng op seers pt itr 
fe Tt war gy oldie frend (Lang Di) the bl Mey, ns 
‘ulely and ranbed oa tres hi atthe ye explising they coat 
for doctor but was ssured It wan a chronis less and would pe 
































‘When be dappeiel onthe hl everyone heaved igh of ele oa 













to ys ae Fly te ins Ni tied 186 Ns 
lee in dw Lone Siar Lads Home, Te ir wh led onthe 

Alpha are Hay and Jn now ling Byer May and 
Joh of Ht, Cle of Eon ad Vern Fo chides 
iva w Esorton andthe tin gia Ae in Calgary ma Amy orth 


































MR. AND SIRS. JAMES MOSSOP 











ten ond sgh 5 oldick in the arming. "The 
fae sean, Mi Rew put a0 + ower papa! and ded all the 
hil ep ie dierent loot py ft plat eae he ld 











Mr Moss, whe lather ado ober sve in he sy 
‘Brand, tended carh ql reply ah fe When he salle 
is fit art tack hs young Sur Mary ek oer tke work of 
nang dhe farm She told ook np sk ea estos mest 





er ees aly nT Geol her 


Tho two older cir wee tog, ety and il ety ma 
Alert Moench vigor oy and thay Ie wit otf he 
fe che, Doug Stan snd Grog on ei (arm ws Hand Fl take 
‘Don and Doon ae mare and en Cage. Bl Bee 
Poof Noting, Eapnd in 108 while elog wih the REO 
They spent several yous he frm wen shy cameo Cad The 
‘onc ofthe war Later they mond wp Henne mire Bil he hes 
hit of Pole see 12‘ ed Tm EBD 1985 tn the ary 
Andi 167 rated the ones! mal fr hit wih with he mil, 
Which he ad sere for ght jeane They hove two eben. Tet 
Serving tn the Canadian Army stn at Now Bruns Ee 





























Me. Jos Mowop diet n Ptr, 1988 ae of the hares wins 
in tee prt Hs sles In Hata nth Bll tesa a 
tenet the ea ato any iran vents te amy ey 








MR AND MRS, HERMAN RECKER 
Me re Mex. Hernan Baker ard Bere homestead in Aladin 








Viyoming an apne tinier waco ln They id the homestead 
thie i100, to nlong with thst ocular ad Mo el 
"broer of Heonin' oe Bese, sured fr Allert Mey Bw, 





doe ts Hed to» cel ego nee pling dest 


(On this rip anal woo ine they cared hurt wate for wah 
ing and coking ‘The even a0 hr ne word cpl wll oe 
ing ead. A small ale Neged othe bck oe comes mae 
ousepig a xy oh and Tey bought eh ag a et ee 
toon dg te 

Going through Monon they had uous nding water fr thelr 
tet oe of he bans gt tem no ole yup fey 
Sete ofthe lu: One fans ahr him w sue he dein od 
Deter, and anchr tine gt Ino vacant plat ha had pe 
water inthe wough  doarae dey Ieee hey wereld The 
irse wa sd for svral dye Bu mage ure 
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of medics which they Id lato of thee domoatpevoaly wil 

‘When they ech Alle, nn held he wp or any age Tse 
wore the fica tincs oie Sot td Ben try Big winds od 
{ES wee ped up inthe wagon wh ary ie Yodo ep or 
fey won, icy aed tcl inthe Alpe twee abd ed on 
I nd in Ste Angas Stanly hee moe ser neg Wo 


i 








Lumber forthe rok ol sl shack ws Bala front Ser apd 
‘nth thany with one dor si one window they made the hme fot 





oe Beck,» ber of Hera tv on a ome sth of 
het oo sete bt Wt te Sa wh se ene 

rh he lint tf he ly, mi Jd Tom They 
‘no maried td Solberg and they Ive i Red De 





Mine id Joe, Ua 
titre Grae marae hn 
ing: Goniny Beta Col 


in aad vs fo Hanna ‘The thre 
ere se ein Ia, Gor 
ant Jn In Red Doe 





In M0 Me, a Mr Behar wre. orn Some dine late Me 

Ther mild Mata Crore tote Peace Riera we 

they tae lve lens Mr slr dod aout 195% Mw" Boker 
el to Calgay share it net ond mand Andy Che 








MR. AND MRS, ANDY CHASE 

Me and Mr Chae were mardi Calgaty In 1992 and on ar 
swe i Bosker farm "Tey had two ane nd 
ns andthe uk The fet yer Uy tn wre ay forsee 
fd sw yer a tome os coe as them i pcre 
Andy dl ccpenty. we ound te Sighted td id wendy 
Bp ahi sure He could take 8 vary panble tone ge 
trlionry al sew fr a 


























I 1957 they sora to Hansa where Me, Chase comin hi wo 
‘ih wond carogtnd o nde tnt of the rote foe the Dew 
1968 bd anh oat stall fom asa on wh 





Mx, Chae sow Ure slone and Ieee «null gud, and dy 
ws Sine rons te thio play Al year bo prod 
ie csp mere complete ree det when ty ese 1 Hi 
1h 180" Her hse reed wh any Ingtal wl earvgy, en 
ES th tooo! abe os a mts owe’ that Andy me ort al 
‘teal fhe hoe they had planed fo he atare 




















farm in (910 and in 1912 arsed Paddy Wise ofthe Dowling Deir; 
fri sed shack and Paddy contnael to teach. She drove a horse to che 
They moved t9 Caldsenin where Mes. Beser ied few yea Inter. Me 
Bede da cry, Thy ave survived by seve cle 














the met with an ntinelyaceident about 91K. He fell n front of Tod 
cotta be ma lng rom the cut bok, North Wt of Srey, 








Me and Mo. Hay Sums omteaded on the far ser 
Alp Dias Toy woe exolent nahi at Read 
the made tequent vst Se his trend Pees Hare Sams hep » string of 
‘complshiments was bi kl with «blaonabe which proily accounted 
forbs repos at mlciner The bls on hi homed were 
the pound, and threw the tractor out of gear Te rolled down the fll 
thatthe nly sssestel ay 9 fae that land twit) “mle,” Hay 
Sie also rat his malo cir iden at the etre rae 














men he had wo specie: the “pce ron” andthe “requlse” Po 
‘whic was more lucrative Hary apd his oon, were apet sheep sberes 
Tl cai wey qty make on expect mney at sero ne 
Hise ie thon esha was oe mat 





The Sane lay were masally iin, Tod end Hary re 
Imany enjoyable jam seioas were field in ther spective homes They 
Played fo too! hone and brn dane anther muse rm 





(One of the rotiat celeintions that Reinhold cn reall was the 
Mary Kar All te neighbour showed wp on Satay to make Howe, 
Peer fd eave te gs sho forte dance an sole te wine 
sod el the suming operations. "Te dancing hogan at dark inthe 
gy ibe cntned tough on dawn. Mt Roi, one of the 
‘Seiten playa te action alight wad the "pron te 
paying he ost morning ad thing todo wt grein 


























fhe 
lle 
ill 
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Ty 


+ ihe 





se 










“Te hls Fly got the st of Hay and bat 1925 they 
vo skein where iey went ins the sep ag ns, Later be 
eRe Rasher, Aiba whove fey bave sine rede 





od mnsied Mary Keng, Their chien are Hay, Bil, Jali 
wots tad Pei Man of ho ws fhe Aba 

races, red Andy Shel, and they ve at Rochester wi hel 
four cee, 

Pete mari and hash dager 

Bok, alo mre, Bd ow cd Sapien, Bob die « engi deik 
white ding « ml be as overcome by af. 


{TIE FRED FANO STORY 
iso ro Don Besant 

rod and Kate Fano were orn in Reumaia and came to Obs, 

canteen eee clea Rolph, Bera, and Heil 

Sahat rates ter bough th wag aod of pnts and ore rl 

we Gis thee homestead athe Hand Hl, They spent the it 

‘en's shack wo got th og ond her tps rom Castor, 








Ta 1911 when the road mas ging trough 1 Hanne, Fred Fone 
get lob ys Bowe under Mes Harry Shot Mr. Ko Fano ond 
BE Sete cna fr lage eeu at Retold who as tem 
Aer li ran eran for Hany ie members dnincly feng 
neces pry snd water ep the i whee Harry stom ce bak 
crea ke bulling nf he rad bl One te fo a dine be ok a 
BUN ep bee Sslodge x poring slo, ad whe be fll 
{heres e ea amaems song he watching ee 

















Mo Fan late done a em of ano Hanna each wk ade 
aoe gmt: One ot sme dey. on ale west of Daw ini’ 
EST Ar Set cael fra doops Uncle onthe, Mi Fano 
Gielen thrugh ‘The wagon at stl ll the yay. Be twenty 
ess Slane" saved nang with fw seen who sal eon 
Tedveten 

‘When Rent was abu fice yor od be ad «sade se 
so Bil Glaper er «wee wit ade lik, One hrs be a 

















‘Bove Marg ete rtung fam te Enron Sal Criss party A 
BOTS iyi Nareg Garman Congesstinal Ch on tbe cer 
Ror ano” aoa iy fot belp ut romenber Herman Bese 





areas he sa nt Uved the gwar fw ans ay 
Sih Be on ly ne io i meio 
a sate al ton drumming the respi enksed 
RSENS lly hte at ono ping oak rider, Dave Dt on 
ener side oie ems igh cnet tmbone, and Imetly 




















tok of for Fan's fr neal ile aa, Renl, ha was ate ote 





fo his foucing abiy eu ech Binanthy wor net hose 
ave was tery valve wie be found ont Read wa ts 
‘ven tbogh hace do ai 





Ope ear les Reliab adh bother Ralph te sng Home 
fr Roky Hil Crisis pr othe sn tae, bu aoa 
git Ib epee ram en Tage hed J Kinet os 
ha ha Ped dom on the tral Tey apoue to ve ese 
ng at fot fm th ps nd hye ei tain 
thay got ot of rel price! by aching sow y ee load 
leg the coms do hen og the herd ly Tete 
oly the eon but Reloold an te Rane he nl orf 











‘These of Ml Me Fred Fano Sa 
Serta — Me. Lol Zibich 


Rudaiph owned « roming hoe in Han 
Lays garage Hes fe som, Dave, lo Bl teu ees 


Fetnald move the Yader place inde Roki Diet i Jone 
18 Hee they made thr bse un 1960 whe they melo ee 
Prsent hone ta Hore ‘Tar family eons of one se Bor a 
Tyrone, Clayton, and Rendlpy Pavllse (Ma: Welter Eos) Banton 
Ins th dain ud, Bese ml Ly 




















Gladys (is. Joe Ske, Bris, stein, Wada ad Tenry 
Jel Pak 





MR. AND MRS. HENRY MeAULIFFE 
vy Hage, MeAvure 


o Colrade 


rah of 10H We lived ts om fr te 





























son "The Making of © Nation” thee is 
“len Hen Bling oo bbe, Ket 


1s Mach of 117, we aa in te Alpha ewe with oar three 
hil ae Dy ay en om Our dager" ar 








Serio We puch the Jar Cag homosad od armed de 
ote we mowed Ha ad ling May 


{ito pstd ay. Sine or arial hae we have ie 





fiscal on he 








KEM ZS" ac Ed Nebo’ Allie iaghours mere very co-operatve 
Meh Md Sal ete Than wae tbe good ay 


MR. AND MRS. FRED BROWN 


“The Brown's came tn the Alpbe diet fom Vales, 

ha lige epi whith he ted fe the operon fH 

1 Shag saipment He was voy tended 

‘om litre at =e when sch om 

7 lca li Rew bye ral hat bd en 
‘ys pn ig ma i 
sie punted diya tbe wal 



















ia car wkch bd 





iy dabled “Fhe Bop proving th hey also 

















whch hey 
ade ot dang, Hoy mba te Foun 
oa aed bee the een gt who ever atended Alpha 
cheney (ote Sus and te popy ws poche 











Me. Nee was ben in Oye, Hanger, Nornay i 184. Ab 
ite yay oer helt is pronase ters ae stead 
trent feck om a tegtr or evrd years eer athe eed 
‘Bip ha alle wo many par of he world Hl was hip the 
North So and hand ane ogo cng to he vse all ge 
He spent sone tine nt Abdo, Washoges, woking ia the hamberng 


(On Apel, 108, came Alerts ot far at Nevin He walla 
ty the’ Cone sopping be where he at Mr Twenge ad the 
{yer Res bad ed Sind on ln west f Bb Congo's Se 
Hove to Ser wih hese new inde and out othe Hand Hil 
‘here ba iced snithis honesend onal sot of the. pact 
‘Niven Nonfarm He fled his Idan the uth of April TO 
fd spon ota Jobat Dauy wih Me. Percy MB, hai the 
{gun This tip took him five days to complet and he lays stayed 
‘rermigh on ich ope a he Lat’ ws ved ite Wine Hii 
He ced tthe Hand Hile Pot Oise abou owe PM ory Fey 
‘The tnce ws sully led wh sale hora, wheter hd come 
stead then an eeturn on Sunday evening Yo pik up the mal std begin 
‘hom rata ovr si 


wed aera Seah oe et Soo 
pitiiosn omnes 


1809 che fmity mowed othe fan jut est of Crime where 
they bap celta Bd sate many frm caret 
He, ang with Jock Suita, ele to lr the Form Suply Cop 
ta hs ny oats a Alber st lll ete bres 
Wiest oa for eo heen yer nartng 1940 vo, Norman 
hate the Tra dla for The pst en years, Bd ws 4 cole 
‘nd fv of toe Lamu Mnality ele the Sena Arar Ws 

rie, ta alnt ery ate Mam He's dats deputy fr ore 



































Mr. Eel Neo dl a 16 and thi on Ere, many ote 
ttn dd tthe gy a fry 1963 


Norman the cet se, marl ene Huon of Delt 198 ad 
sf ogo ha he ai fart ile toe to the Bow fae 
oe mle ss whee they have rsd ee ice 

















me 


ing 





Hie 
nthe 
ie 








tren was a choal teacher who had tht ot Arisa Shook ne 


putin Ba Pe nro aly and laze ter Mow They 
alte Ese Beton I ening niet In Caly, Joy gi 
ro a ting tame, Kal Jon ie tei 








Salter aed Wendy 
hap tel ce 
Ed Neo’: dager, Bea, mas school eae who tug schoo 

tc MEANS pines the marl Joh Dra of Dla ae she Tie 
1 ee tee obi mmsaps © ol lat They bave wo ci: 
Cea ttc is Edmonton 0 Kyle Canis and Kieth, who 
ES el ne 

"Sona. A ets hn Vie came foe Norway 
amery at Hewabory Alber Hi wl come 
Fa a Set Th to cron came ack to ve i 
a eer ey baited ce ming. Norman Vie ened the 
(Serine ene an acoantane fra lege pl all Prose 
hed 6 Dobie, He i sed toda thee chien, The 
Car Biot bane n cher and tow marted w© Chale Cah, 
a Bet sod rsdn Laine ey have Tour cilen, wo ils 





























tbat 1126 10 opera 
inion’ at 























159 























Me. EA Neon tava lobe Sait tn 1948. He was ately 


ngged lo tesiog nl thy raed aed moved» Dramas in 1900 
Hedda 1968 ands we ped ery one Sst ner 





MR. MERVIN FREDERICK REW 


Mr, Mervin Patrick Rew sat tom tn Callampton, Deore 
gland, 18. Ti oly Inter mowed the nary oy of Eater 
wre he ape tw ven mod and tne Abe ce re 
Thtnt bn Be ede he cuvedfecony oe pied sumer wich bd 
eon caved entre sul fn many famous steals Arne. de 
Ieee wrouht his unde wes fare Cait and Aa pws 
‘ll an Snerstngincent th ale ried 
itae in tis mote eon Lagends ha 
oh lay frye hal cd the cated to bots exaey 
figs thr head en allowed th on to bd make eects 
then: Me Rew reals hn he makers owl clade, ug 
RIC tut i the cared! Goi tour apenutre When hey ere 
‘epeig this Cashel wich ed ts ei othe day ofthe Norman 
Mervin wie the youngest of three bat, de elder one, ng 
Regd and Char bu sae de Yt ese oeand od come 
Cn ecw eee Mia, lt ae 
pple alley Sh Srhry he worked warm ote for 
(Be fein Ce emay be of peed ret bee eno dat Bi let 
toe, Regia env ayee of the oy of Ener fm 108, nd a 
InEN? apd 38 ond ma epuy mayor fran exceed prod toe) 
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Me, Rew wat» pesos ny elton te arsing standards He 
‘© other men did thr fie fine sale erced the bs wrest 
bogay to make the regolar tip to Cralempe for supplies but never, 
NEVER were thy allowed 10 tot, Ont were ono for ater Jer 0 
ove tel for te maghbarng farmers Read Ron cl, 
Eling at Me, Rest fay sol ot ats ine when De had complied 
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sino, He bad jn ore 4 her of wd ott the clan sed 
IE tnd one me eel of il cathe tld Rea “mig 1 
(drm he wa 





He was «grat pre of eric tn 192, tthe Hanon Jui 
Ken Rem, is soph mond sd dled MP wang Plow 
‘rich ba ie ben the pai ad al im good shape vl 


Mr. Row wal nna of fond He het x wal tock lade 
oi tc gu, bh rt i sod i wey tn sy 
Seong theo hi tne ce o ut partaking oder Ha 
‘ib ster vay, Bs © Hee inetd i st hi “hastacete” 
Pf cing tnd bnght hey would ke stable omunene Me Rew 
sed ay in September 1964 loving his ngewe 0 nine i 











MR. AND MRS, CHARLIE. REW 


Me. Chis Rew wus brn a Callmpon, Doone Engsod, ot 
Decor 2,180 ened th hi fly heey of Erwin 
‘he npprentied Ino the mrcunding user ander Mark Rowe tod 
Soon Limi: Ths wat sarge owe fries company compel of 
they Showroom aed Rew bene Le the capring ant 
Faber ‘eparemn ving sore wh oot peer 
Wort War 





woe, Me Row had a very srg foliation toward all hinge 
tatty sod ptt veto aes at aley Wang coms 
Solana from the ety of Extr t faen part of lage condngent 
hi went to Ausra ht yer for the opening of the Asai Pr 
ianent won shat snunny remo ‘a tier oft Bath Commer 
trea, Ty sled send the Botan nl rip king forty 
ope Borate sop were made at Clrcoe, Mal Soe Alea 
‘Clb: Ths toe led an excl tor of New Yatand std 




















‘ulainows coverage was gen th nar by the Bah pres, Shand one 
Fa ate apa blr thi ees Wo Engl 

In 1H, Me, Rew mitigd Margure Suong ad they rade her 
tome in Eat ‘Tho tom Renney ws tr thar while ase ad 
Eaten ere fo Abel In 101 Mr Rew ed he Beh 
‘Wns Sgn whish ope warner hanged ote Roel Enger. le 
Served thourhout the dataon, encging tt sergeant He on 
Tied sty ato following he armies eve the 
pring of worn fe try ble lenin for Cana tn 1 








In Api of 124, the Rew fay aod tm Wipes where ey 
sade te home with om sun Air shart ay Mr, Re caw to Craig 
tyes bute, Marin, whee mae the prea he Omen 








‘Baa far bing the taser, har, apd lll sk 
baa, The be oh avy fo fo bm The bye rs hat 
Mr ood Brown cone wih ti nr to mest the ein which weve 


{Nite unertly four fut ax Taxy all hat among thle woly 
‘salons mee thes tomers whi hy ha prude oer 
CTE tem bing rte Want "They were soely prepared fo the 
onder reps that Mac Beowa bad prepared for tek wel 
‘Bspic he cay bor Ken lle dat ade le wih lat reer 
Bray im any cl nc eon te a 
Sur ore than masher ctw Show de amy’ pet, 








“hat fret wes ltl folks wd 2 cy il. The ol 
smack "yn newly warn ont tel the tance ote der eine 
ey Lat: lal he i nd yal aly 
tpl ot the teary mpi arte 2 
Eta oavted by 2 stung eee walle mar the tlloving dy 
‘iors Moin Eavande ld bem they ad herd thi st cove 


Me. Rew is nd 1 be de lst man nts re to dive Bore 
oun renner aes a 
‘SSlag is he an shape the inal dhigs A heart he 
Ser lary man aod hb on wer how bese kw can for 
ihe sere fo be 0 Henly and Hie Khai aos with we 
Teche sare case Es Dowie le abe dec 6 moc, 
Bie" ow prc sway sudely oe Juary 3, 18, 




















Meu Rew was wellinined tn ihe cult ars and gave me 
ewan to many yoo nd eround the dee Asnong she ah 
twee Margie Lots yi Law an Shey Sevens Betty Read 
[lan Rots; Bertha Non Eas Milian nd athe Lily Soyer 
$e ela ia ping (noe etn Sod ve Irma Nae ono 
‘heat Destin wing aks ator al she deep and 
ES scoters mutch in dander oly and (ak wt endeared 
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the al of 1961, Mi, Rew lft oma Ber me n Calgary At 
se Mts time she's pte the Combo Aliya 

“Tel le ae: Kenwth, who marie Bey Read eon the 
tone pias wis tis chidrn fae apd Linda Lae mari obo 
I es sy Ine one Syma farm Thy have wo hile. 
semen San pen Keticen marted Al Mil Tey make thee 
Re Beit ih te tooo Mie Pa. Thy have 
a cgresing aly hoy the ring of Morgan hae, 








JOHN ©. SINCLAIR STORY 
eG Sociit oF Hanne 








My trv, Dona Sila, and 1 cae ot t this country to 
sands TSH fon Canes, Soi snd ped In Stel. We 
[er lalon dg bung wort fr hw CAUR. which was pus the 
eed Rech to tbe Brees Cs! Sine, AL we had war OH Country 
SA Phaal Got we hed po Soh Mand we would have res 
fede dpi in 





went to Celery I 1993, go wink ith Cunningham Blcic 
oo Thar in ot string of 316 nd ee ook ound nT 
Pua or WienonEleti, Aftewars Tard 191, bows 
LSB cup te Son Sele Board fom Me. Re Noble, sven 
Tale oat of Canlaon tn 12, 
{By Thode bow om esi of he Ser dh te ad and he at 
Sth, i922 and more go years but wheat went down in re td 
oped ey wich Lope alte lamers eke. Threcng wages were 
Sooty Tay fr et and tan We woke fac sever mt ue 
‘Roc Al ares treo the cow. Ba amt fo ge their thing 
Tite‘ We'de no hae aay monty snd bow we gt long Isl doo 
Soon. Mower well hd fe wens wh Chriss Schoo 
Comic noe prey at lay tos hep od fast ea 1 
wre of rade ed yale and Cer si wh 
{Soe and tsa to Lp caret warm: Our oly balay hen 
se the ind Hl Stampete and Crigme Study ig AI he 
Fees were othe hiking pst i ont of these Thee were 

















lt of is but one sod mdi re hi flee. Thee were some 


onda people co the pute a te times Ther dows wre eee 
Sead Spee ma we Lott hve ped om“ 





(Que ine radio wes what ws calla a cst st Sime de we 
se the aon bt cn sting happened. We bd to do tof lng 
thick opts inroads pune fe aoe Net ego 
Todi whch ars the peer wt ange ben otf el 
uel if your bly gt to toe, "This ma «grat psn Inthe 
‘incr sighe. South's Craze el our hoe, lone t de oa 
Tra son the op of dhe Sir Kl and lv one opine nd end 
fad timer we had en he i rd we made 

We ware bled with thes ein, Or dager Jen mari 
nd has Yo sy se row Ives tn mont. Me red and ae 
ne son and one daughter He vig Ds where he on ser) 
esi Glen mare and bar one angio and ines to Clery 
‘We let Calgnle 1853, oven Da where ork fer the Alea 
etd in 186 aga oft ya 
































As we have bn nae he int with many cask sey 
‘he fling afew rad nents lng Alp ress Wh, 





The JOE KURA fay hed othe peer hose ou fA 
uw hg lene hm a led ye 
‘tary tli sing vach ‘vil phruseigy, ptr and soaod efits thet 
the yous Tense by aby” nas po unonmon fo Ns 
tea sre ll ough ght wil bales enon vi 


SOOTY" EDWARDS wat tw Seo snd probably the ely re 
den of th rn wo wt a oped ptr ne bgt Ai 
‘dents el lowing hin rund te Scospad tothe heenng se 
{the pie Hee dashing ia nH a spore die, 
raed se popan nthe Cagle Hal 

LOCKWOOD wt  atlemin le on the nares band 
nyo Alpha is ete pasta on he Bland Flas whch that tine 
ttre calla oe Laces Hs He slat te lal a Bl Eva, 
Whee cideen Campin Hazel and Lat attended Als Soha 


‘A interesting renen aly, Mr, el Mr. GHESEL, ed for «while 
Jus ou of the core Une witht two dager, The whe 
Fey aden eine st stage acral acess st have 
found fe ons hometad » nig eqns idee, "The venture 

st nog and they mae fobly ack tpn we whi 
‘hey a bt ie 
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“The CHRIS NVHETMS sao ed on the mares potion of Ai 
They hed ogres Aled and Pal, wh steed thee 
Sr ih Me yln wat te how see wee a soi 
‘er phner niga Aled mand pened se nine tnd 
Tiyedng plow a tise cst ek wth this out whic seemed 
nme at tie 

Many el a lady ete bythe nn of MISS WILLIAMS who home 
suede estou the Fedinand Fan tings, Hee ber ae fo 
lp he fate ogo ef roving wp” nd hey then wd shel 
Petding fra prota he rs 

“The SCHNEIDER family led jas we of Alpha prope, "The eer 
members ober. Ral Eth an Lips seeded Alpin Sil elore 
TSBs wes eucblsel wt Genprrwn. Al the Said were Seoul 
{algus er oer snd Malpas be iy, ie Ped 
‘tore inmy to Ale, Robt oo bx de Nowa Terie 








A Menno family by the name of PETERS ied foc «yar ae we 
on the Che Set mia Tee children send col and wore 
feed el Gem procedure, erally dv, the langage 
iver bu ey froma sheng expernae hey ad sled 
ler the Blibeicrgine fn Row "The tence, Mis Cn showed 
‘Egat aed inde i bests Gsm ws Se ead 
‘dtc i oe 

“The MELAUGHLINS live ont Sauer homestead sh, and ef on 
le om oft chen tet nage din by dromsing the ek 

“The ALC MERSLACKS lv sth of Ken Rew’: Thi wo prey 
naga Olga an en, wee very opal ith the yong Bel 
there Thy had ne tn Rog When they Il ey owed, 
Ht Cain Ol tee be mai 








MR. AND MRS, JACOB RAESSLER 
Ihc and Mate Mogan Racer came 0 North Dako, USA 
swt fry our ly, Ap Go ad Ee i 108 rom 


They moved to the Spndin-Cormaton eS 1010 ase 
she el th They a pe hase oe i uh 
a Was on de ners ba al tn een tr tower, ane 
fen an bal « hose wd othe nie wes quar fh hn 





remem dd saying twas one rt bate a they lp oo 
she dg Hom ss Bley ove tha they ed seer 
The wagon, There newt mach toe Tor sme tne but patos end 








‘nik sol sh ning utr cine tom «hele dag bose = Sh 
i) 














nd they alo 





nk ne ee 0d 















1 aproimasy 1916 iy bles mud house dat al sting 
‘Ded dare the hat dat aed the alan ey hd pat aap 
‘tskngs en thet kp ele ft fon cong ore 

Seven mae chien were bon: Car, Emma, Hilda, Ede, Fre 





ait tn Eee fc Racer dd In Jay 1908 he op of 





‘Aap ened Rcty Hil shoo grade four, On. Api 12h 
1003 be maid se Pop Ty tog a ee emery ned by 
Fred Reins rey the et of scion 2490-18 WA Ty Ueda 
fortwo years dee moved bck to his dad place which be ened for 


Dal wo Mil A ac and» 1590 LC tat wh 
‘Chris Teche which te sll in ue. In bis emily years he worked on the 


He bough the wet lla the mr et ute of 26-9045 en 
{061 when he rete so Hanna. Me and Mim Racer hed three cen: 
‘Wim fDi. in of alr wl lle (Ms. Pt Fy) 0 Fri 




















Aaigh pe tay in Hanna on Septem eed, 166 


MR. AND MRS. DAVID KARG, SR 


re to Camda with ther Your eldest dren, Dev Mary, Anais 
Simon Risch fm 1017, moricg to the Bsllound District near bis 

“Charen, spent te person che Lt ier place, ectng the 
Alpha District fm 1984 Anbar wom, Jack, was born in Alleria. 






















Ahaha fvey ond aur Rocher: Mary, aed Ted See 
fa tey hve oar Sons Hay. othe far, Bi racer, Pty 
trap dtr, and Lanreer of Edtoeem, Oe danger: all b no 
Nir Keston, of Depp Ane. marad Harbor Cau They abo 
Ite ther noms at Rocher Thy have tw auger Beato (re, 
Fatm)y f Plc nd Marin, (Cunningham) af Calgary Dave 
(Ge the David Keg eso) Heney mare Jsing 

Ine one som Lae ho ein Mos Sl. ack, mated 
‘AvguteShatder. Their cilnen ee" Wande (Mex DatdNeloe, 
‘Wendy Mr Rober La), Jy Shea Lene, 





















































MR. AND MRS, JOHN GROSS 





ana Ene Gras mre or in Goi Hoera ad wre 
ato bred sere They Une int vilge st aed wey oa alt 
prin ed plied the hes wine Ala win ree 

Ba Goamey ws ey nfl he forng wo, fone ot 
Ase vlog where rg sr wee ord by and by the aly 


The Cros's re Hema with sx hn, bet addened by the 
ea of of om when th ltrs sleeps 




















‘le ih lt on Gis i he Army od mare 
Rel Bride he ete Grol decd to sme w Canada bere 
Feber and il had Yo verve thir tne Life Inthe Remy ever ta 











They Inde the ship Penman, sill to Franc, England and on 
to Cds naing a Hallo November tmeey-ighh, 127. Front 
ase they exe yn to Fionn whore hy weft by Dan Sewer 
1 ith inlaw. On the may bose, he sow sm er the sleigh one 
ig turing bck athe cold weather was neatly ubearable (0 them 
fer pending a few days atthe Siewert frm. they moved nt he 
Boma St ple forthe wince The boyy ot of ating 
Thee Toy pucinel the Jobe Rou at ad hs wae dr new home 
{Goi ad Rosa pashan te ld Angus Qual far one ele 
theens 














alec way begun. A tho wet to cory att em, Mott 
Goa chured buster aid vad efor gc, did man ther 
fermen: Gro abe dite of kato eo fancy elon. Mon 
ibe une wetdowe at Cig which wae the ners galt 
lente, 

















ih fight ans, Many tts daring harvest they hed to seep In eicken 
lop a there were nuns then Thay rember ember of 


“The “hungry hie” it the Grit omy ard, Thre wat ot 
‘room Sunlas they always ated St Prot Lutheran Church, 





Henan Baker wa se int mano do thie thing. Math, 
‘Graf dna wos cnet Bases fr whey and 1030 she 
soFameigyunooS fo i 
teste octrne sod ned in ureter ‘ 




















Conte ane Ro had for ie, Tey sve ne let noth of 
Crigmyle here they il de wi one tsb 


sd Mary Sn 1085, ty Hed ith is prt 
tr yen Mss Gut dae an a Se ek 
ym he Hanna Het then fi. anen year En Te te 
in Salen Rn ih Ae a a Hed 
Makes hocie ol cupiye ; 

orm Americ 7. Thy fred he ave pce 
ox se hay ute od ate Coe ape Pl Gt 
Hea here ll ong Hc pn 
SSpemier of 6 atthe age setentyaur Bots Me and Meo 
Spliae Saeey ae ee oe Be 


























ROBERT AND AND 





Robert came 40 Cant tron Remar, Ronis in 82, atthe 
ag af sven, wih hs pass, wo bois an ser Me on 
(Gros ough the od Jk cn homaread, whore he oly rode. 
Lace, Robert wored 8 he Sterns el min rn no worked ce 
Fl Gee bulding the Set Numer Nine Hii. For any ene 
be veved art ed bee for sme ote ft Jomestedes ack Den 
Sewer Blend Lanard Mococh eal Dove Thum, well a sacking 
thls fer ier oy Da 


We wore mari in 157 fie faber's heme by the Reweend 
Aron and mel nt he Foe pla on Nomi Nie Hiway 
{sme machinery which Tall fal agin and bap Hee we 
‘edo thee yea We ten mated to Fate Gro fam pn 
‘eto, athe wat Hone now. We had cr fr tama at i tie 
‘two crn, Robt oped vn rote tf El Sch th 
‘ear bere ea chikion sited scoot ng Bs nn fain de 
‘er he dt ms or om wih hen Init de 
‘hen wu. A few yee ater pcan tv By this ie Rha 
‘Shoat wat wo lng hey soo’ cen sed the oid Ele 
Soa. (Sia our siden have ben apt by Pyle McDonald) 
Aer st yeas of tan devin. Robt ge pan Dive Ka ee 
ten Ser 



























ten yar Inter me mone tothe Da Siewert pct wit oor si 
shld wich son noone tae 


atte But ‘especialy’ led cur stations a PULA. meres 














sper At anon eae ip. nae pine 











Aer on year he Sowr place we med ose vile of Ca 
yl we ugh 9 ones We'd rang fom the vila 2 
(ele he farm ate we 





‘Ou fay eomis She (MJ Joa. of Clery. They 
have ae angie Jn ase led Bee) Nemande of Setle 








ow mae tt esac in Hansa her Chlren ae Bre, Bred, Bone 
hu Bb: Deron (i Ray EXlord, of Fgh Level Ara 
‘Mlden Laure ane aod Dae. Roge of Dreamblade, Lyle 





(fae Nov: Bod, Annie esi amy Nome all shared 
cont erjgnent cals Kan a grest sok tothe funy 
emmarisy wen Bb peed way nan while cg is i 

fet 1058 Chale mrp The sang peo al was 
arte sure et ith won tbe thy td thea of the Calg 
Tle Guling Cheb bad Babe sure emg 90 he trophy os a 











MR, AND AIRS, THEO NELNER 


Me. and Mig. Theo Nelner ied the Alpha D 
of 0 ond tk op seins on 8 
ftp ted Pete Tie brn fed but dow Chor oe Pe 
ss si of Re tr, They 
From tne Boraiy dc owned by xfs” "Anerson" Fallow 
take mye Cary 16), a me wa pd Al 
Nett sae une wi her fret and en alpears unl Bee 
Eatin Shee os the Mand ls Bop come. 
Nelners vy altho garage fe et by thr cin 
was cael by'8 wep od tan ld sre bat Soom It 
Ws nt af ctl wed bree Sb pnge, ct, se runes al 
That sx children ae all ving Elwin of Kalopall, Montana Is 
len ab scan ese aes Br ome ih ht pots aed 
‘Sitey Googe nt Bapise miner at Oli Saloy a regen 
fe ag Bie, an Coto) be eae I Cl 



































MR. AND MRS, RUDOLPH GUCH 


Mr and Ms, Ralph Gund rsdn he Hand Ts 
renin ID a0 shy ved en he Ed Neon lac on he arsine 

















tin Prom there thy mre sth of Ha fe she us and 1883 
tos te feck Sele pce im the Alpho Diset They Lvl thr 
Bess jel Dorng tine We four year il som, Wie, ed 
Frm repeal append 

Thay ved sath of Wor forfour yr then vedo Eng 
tog TS thy eed to ud lly moved Calgary in 18 





Thole smo sons, Herb and. Act, bth mari farm in de Reding 
soe 


cis the salle of de angry 


shi eed 
ches wor wl oth 








R.A, MeCULLOUGH FAMILY 
br Mincaner (MeCossov) Kisser 

Bo MeCallugh ms se of tay of ight brates and emo 
cS ten Ont in he cry pr of the centry to High 
BEST Blt oktng at sve ances Sat oon, Bob Homes 
Bir Me one Dats in S10 fy (015 Fete Bly a mune and 
EPs pet fol ted Sheeten, red ob ad ne 
a the Mopeds Tey wee site fn oll community ik a 
NE SicCaiighs mani nily wa ean bye cut on my 
Meee 00 te ely ih eo daughters ad a om mowed, 
(Rea Dae Afr seu yen Capeosinaay 1982) hey moved 
ee Cann Dis and ed on De fst Sn fr nthe Abn 
lb and Mix, MCallough wer always Dope fk and ejoed 

ie ise a pnt mach ine dng rade werk, mang 
‘it tht ny a Jong ilo wo Sek nd 























Irnuding works Aer ving bv the Alpha District «short time dhe family 
SIRT she Geareown_ Dist Prem tere tho joo eile 





“Sneed. the eel at Cogn High 

ie the lds gt) marek Way Larchia and mowed ott 1 
‘Nes Brite Columbl Wayne paul om sever yess an. Kay ow 
A etna mare lea fellow bn Kiskeby. They Live in Hane 
sri Sees cite: Lilie, Sune, Jann, Maven, Sey, wd 
‘ewe abe Bt clube whee hee hi we Lots Nees He 
aut ne eonrcng bss Hates, Bsn Colombe. Ty 
eto cles Purr and Dog 




















[Mia MeCalough who wae dv the oe year of her ile pedo 
ac Miss Clams tn 150, Bab remracd ering Id 
Fist HE andr we Te aoe nd happy at Haney nd ae gi 0 




















MR, AND MRS, EARL ANDRUS 








al maiod Exh Broke, of sean, Saskatchewan, fv Ap 
1044, td oe ek nt tok up ene on te Term leery ted 
by Rober: Stier Eat had Ber the Lomond a,b 





strat le laoingopesion ith is beer hed og 
in Kelowna, Ea at hom cmplend tele yen tng ee of fe Hood 
Th oss tht sere te nr choca or the pate ur ht 
eon 2 hey’ metioe afte lol Ele bee rd tates The 

hv sr chien Lele, enya rm Hane High 
‘hin Al, Marie sd Dwayne 











Bil was born ard ral oa the Alpha Ds, In Word War Two 
alsa in dhe hire and rod Ete Patt In 194 wheal 
the seve Alter the wa thy purse te Resalé Fano aon so 
ted thee fora member a es, fen tay moved Henke ey 
neil ding nl peste hr far ft, Ty he on dager 
Dons, Bi Mike Herc, tow meng at Tor Meaney 











MR AND MRS. HELMUT WERNER 


lt Werner and Minot Rin were marl 184 "They mae 
hire om i athe’ lrm eo grr, hen med Ha ae 
‘mut wat enployed by Groves Connracon ntl 0S) at wh tne 
‘he pony atone © poche parte the Adal Rae fr Ses 
Uhr eons inst oe Hand He they ene 
In community gets Tal two sive Claw Pres we Se 
Sling Hiner Sched 
























































































































































CHAPTER Y 


IAW, HAND ILLS SCHOOL NO. 2242 


et wnt ook bak ange, nor fru fer, bu wound ws 











Tate othe 


sure sake aap, the 
Dues served onthe Schoo Bose 











‘ring the ater prt of Joy, 116, prmisn was gran the 
Deparment of Pdvcston fr the ebtonent of Hand Hs, Shon 





he ile handed dalla eyed at pe cnt nest 
os hel by Ms Many As Mes of Clany 








Ean ofthe schol wa tro th fle se Bingo 40: 
nce pt andy dna y the nw larry M Brod, om he SW 
SSLITW4 tis recnptn)s Werk cto ding be winter, and 
by rng the ling ma smote 








Setol sari March 4 1911 with the fallowing<ildn: Andeow 
nd ed Mas ed Helen Veo, Be, and Grace Petaton 
ind Frcs Char in nena and Mir Magee Pte Cte 
Hi. Wales lesen) sf Dela heather. Mis KM. Thompeon 
fom Ontario eel one, wek lato ake Oe tbe touching die 

rp comple eter and two Yond a the fal tem 














Me, Norman Burke of Dic ght ring the mathe of November 
and Decor oI a ret lar pr ty hd oe ft Bb 
itm wath of Del bald eck cach 








“The nent teacher was Mis Laure Coos of Pe, th Mi oan 
gal en Lowi Guid. Wales Mit Chetamon Maer 
Feo under ber gottaooe Adve Mason, at Vere end Chari 
ti sete thar gree gh eraminatoe la Hacoe in Jone 1014, Nest 
wos Mae Rae 















































Doroiny Dawson, Mie Hlrnce Lawrence, Mis Ela McLaren. Mi 
Wil Predercls Mis Bese ‘Mary Mis An Davey Mir May 
Calon. is fan Meee, Mis Mary Camel, Norma Sees, Gelae 
(Gobel, Marghet MeN” (Mr Elgar Rep, Mt Mare Kg Al 
“Trout Ms Joy Asser Melee, Mr Stnyhe and Mee Pe 
MeDonal 














Se Ea coe ra 





1 the flo 16 te erinal Hand Hil aol omed down. Ms 
Wilts was the tecber tat time. "Witont ton much ly ie 
Albert Adon bow tha sted in he W. Seth urd wat ened 
tht «schol rom 








Hiview stl was 





We may not have mane he ta a proper segues nd 
hope ne ie mite moot Neves esto ta be ade 
‘engage t she for tae sre 











Owing to the sharge of teaches, ay hols in the Stand 
von wer clove, the pp sed lager ene 


“The paso af ll schose let bi ea inthe Ue ofthe com 
smunty One thenge most ely Ie wet fe asec of te aghnde 
Gta concerts Nag sed ip Wy end tats seed of ee 
foc ach yet: Doc nd ard parte ihe scl base 
thin ofthe pa swell ot thw chch rs hot de only fein 
‘hid as hel a the Hand Wile eel we a wedding oF once 














The Hand Hil school wis cova in 1956. an the eden ce 

‘odo Dil, The schol hou we ld in 16 Mc Mligen ios 

‘oe blr for shop Th eacherge ‘ns mond Voda 
ey nl yard oe» ws eachage ter 

























Hin A. Maso 
This sso of te ly str f the Hand Hil contig smach 
ofa tamy nna." ce my ater wes te hd 
Min, Walter King) ard. Frances (Mr Edward Longmise) and. mysll 
the orginal stern My yong bone 
fn o hage all dle which began at the est om the Red Deer Tver 
‘hone at by Cred Lake, he Copher Hed, Long Lae, Bal Posad 

















This etch will devo to rane element aves to Dee 
ter, 180, he te whole user pt the province we thee pen 
to hameting. nr pple ns ae ho! ona 


‘The inal ors ovards element begun in 184, when Donon 
os, Melca, ad hi pry, rn the ng lin fo te ese 
at the tine of the Ril Rebaons Noting owen the. ay of 
‘stlement secured wt abst 80, whe Joe Cabos ent tone 
Teal eile ranch on te met ald ofthe Had lls at et 
to bese the ‘Taylor: rake ny an Seymour). ae Calios 
ster lle ow ers ner by EL. Shaw, acta what late 
iar ewan eee ae yee Sig mon) lak 





























My lathes at thi tn, hd 9 rch aa the vlges now known a 
Lu Dalen, ho the range ws linia se homes ne 
‘ming in On s sar day Ire high il nest col se te 
Hand Hil: One fone ay bl ste in all lst wrapped 
fen esha td ated all Uebel ans se 
‘ht ths le wee ie He sun the Red Dor Rar four les kom 
The tanch ard oe on he nay. eel mtb for 

ped that night tear Cronk Laker 

‘gon ll ih scmed 0 he nthe ence ction a he wate 
1S nt be fled That nig he aed at Calbean aot He 
reeds grat won sein tom Mr Clin, ee ered 
that there wes pret father woman coming ino cam. 
She and Mi Shay ne Led ey, ere he nl 






































Tht ih ob Calon lo cman he ha athe 
tort Till whch hs pple ad sued"br Ssruree 














Tere mE pie wor 2 al atthe ove hi 
slo, th Ee orl far a the oye could te, The Il’ te 
ee Sy cr tine they fund the sing, Mi fat began 





Fe eer aay were te, Miler brothers—Jock and Met. ‘They lel 
ats Matwats d found 4 po lotto atthe east end of the 
Hind ie abe 


My father che a ste which was el for his pore: de wat 
Tee OMEN Ale Wallace aod. Arhar Peake on the Red Deer Rive 
thre ac ely Hye andthe SC. Ranh ned by Lard 
1 ee alii vot rg ang aren thee wa elite eo 
1 a et of bing bea et 
polee 


























My fir corel t the ld ranch and ambled yng and 
sn ea the Hd il te wth ey bbe Pre 
a ee hy mld Sepember bey al three honed ns 
me crus all ester nessa appre 
Eee bathe, jot aie. ron eer 
ee tn homing on nse. He ner grado rom 





Meamule cer people wee musing ine the comin end Dnding 
ele Th Consist of Crooked Lae, i Sam 
vant ih Ck, Cae Moe Nord, Mai ie 
Mpa a Ballo Cap whisk north of Hand Hil 
Ee, ved Jock Meany on ao aboat where che 
se fast Hil Sumpede endear} A Reena. fo 
a et ae we cmnly en 

















Keenan was the fs ath the are. He was veer 
song te ye kept soply of mde om hand 
ee ie He wana fondo whisky He ba fst ere om 
Oe ped Derr the wines pbk” ond was Wy 
USGA hep he whiskey and be timate; de 
eager ie wrong bn and di Kwara sad Tora he 
a Site mrandad sins of eso thar one 
heres oes te flyin hein and Have rele 
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Lat the Pate brs hosel Bm Lake 3 
otaing tothe CII fo te toute af Hones 
In the spring of 10 the ron of gras, ewig loveable go 











oo. Ths wat The next mornag dew to the 
Hana ihe mp th Red Der Re he atrnooe Bo 
fou lett Mars Ist my ero bere ood ie ee 





sf eae and one tard vrs of bayer tac Mh, 
be sere eu 0 Kamas n'a hr 








Daring the est low yr sever sence 

“The fit of th were the Fat utes Tas ed “Ret 
Ther Ste «hove ranch which now opened by Lee ot 
sme sot hat thls Founded ve sy yu ge Then gee 
Gardiner bothers Ted are Cem, he jeg thes Nl ed ea 
Bob Lambly, George and Chan ‘Gowan, es and Bins Cale ong fay 
gra Sin Tiompien, ‘The bene will on sping She ad 
Swe Hl «shor tice ortho the pret ee ene He 





neo ad fount 

















Many pope havenondered how Surprise Hl go ts nme; ner 
oan i id ld Ton pony Sated Crags er eee 

i hl to ok around for ate Balore he cult nant Se 
Sr bck an thew if i was uc a 
‘heh seceding. 





Many more people came—Maik Montgamey, Gorge Pye and 
Lambert on Fh Lake Baer 0 Thumb Hil Best sod Med nts 
Croke Lake Jar Mek todas ted. ae fo fee 
‘Geom and Bil Goss. Jn Brenard and fund ne So eeeie 
the Hand i proper Ret Laskuood wo Ges Wie etch ot 
Ci. Of Cale tis suee wes nomed by mp Teac eee a 
sfecyary Sold ou te Hernan Bree: Wile onto wie ope es 
bone of hoes acros the Red Due what ne Dea gS 
Doin tthe owt a the Reebok the Miler ey 
jhe Jin uml) aad Frank Smish Sei wer an se est 
frm the Unie Sues, He wan abye tain ope ae 
nd pe Ath Jan Callan ab Cie git 
ae he ol the propery to Tvlr Bis and ed a RE 
ed Dec Rive at th auth af Willow Cre By Cae 
‘he ranch thereon het deh the age aie 
Dosing the summer af 1906 my roe diced the coal 
oa Bn the er eogh alwar mised the fl tee 


the wer Tis mine was ars cpr by Aa Jos 



































This Wing or acount vp the tne of the grat euinn ihe 
‘wine of 806-7, "The ster of DF ad ee ole ae 












po up gat dea a ba 1 wal e-gunre eatle were esp 
re a rth My Tater decd bu up the Bed 1 il 
Foxit St: enw mney do soe cen tok some al 
fe went though, We seed tne of 


























rth ler poe to bes caer 
steed February te oly iy the dere 

ea iy ges 
Sim nee etn hour ware 22 


etoile chm ie Mane died te cle #3) 
Fe oe an nthe and sm allowed Shes: et ring th 
SV added oe 











‘A new souge wit abot 1 se 
mano tl ay rm he Unie Ste, oalbock Ws 








Af day lag the ad nrc, of wing ate gn 

ses takch Kanes wee to deere bere ipo t hal 

Fe Rear’ ine mind andthe sreing cate The weak catle pd 

eee fences and he sng ance segly wed ver Se, Haass 

wes tear orb Cae die nsoding ap et Tes on UP 

Wiki dle’ Others weald iso fll down. Son thre mow be 8 
ule wamping ed sbaing ene node 

















Sch wa the 





1 of 1906-7, My Ge staged wih lh handed 
cee tines had Yeo banded. bd 

nthe sme of 1505 the Hand His Case's Asati mas 
rat. Caves al ping vat ware ul pear the pcs pst oe 
FT Ratobows Wah he type Sen wel for eating ete Ie 
Secaaty mate i dpe ane noe dye ar the othe. Rater 
Hope alah bck to toi me ang ae dee bl them 
anne yr bert of tne thowsand head cthe Mhct fn. The 
‘tye ee han eo sand he were pp Thi was the vl 
oth rd wine of 805 














Dest the heay ths the summer f 1 aw many neweomes 
rie te Sage Je Date gt oat fe Le Same Geng Blah, 

{ck Ogu ep othe oa mall owner, tad hoe anc fe 
ies pert Fd Lake, The Kel 

{2 Fh Lake, ale he sgn bbe Bil and KW 






























onan Seth in Kinsnmon lle in ot hie: The 
RL, Shaw Spree. Also aboot thi am nem Perey Meets 
srbcd om the fed Dace He ashanti 4 sal tre and 
‘nal holng contrac om Brana tothe Hand ile 








tny athe’ ranch wd often vse sx. My mother learned that one of 


























Frank and Philip a toy shacks on the aid which, the’ Courtney 
fue tay. Tey then steed to Cay tht howe 
Sqotiad on land’ Between the Courtney’ sie. That fall they” brought 
i ion any Ate Ven (re Dl Lav) he 
‘la et out—in hence The Pailip Couey fs 
treed inthe ping 13 

















le the en days the country oof Bll Pod Cock wat on 
sued uae frei Twas tm Ska, ha to bony stl 
Invite, ed fw, say gad Spree Al  lthed pohy necos. 
{ne he pale ies red oming tala, tha fo ate bare 


Te ams oe ook tee mst eee 














avn ame Oar 
ia cho Bry ek ait wn now Yo 
‘pereted a mine for seweul yearn, This was 8 gi 








tie a, 
oe ste we 








cast ofthe Boll outa thot there ever were wat of I the ary dap, 
Htahwoys ploughed le anew roads topped be fe tenuee 
swowth of tame food hd gol anal barcy took are of the’ eee 








TMH EDGAR 1. VENUS STORY 





Sterrate and’ Dail, Que, The 


de and Led at Three vers, 
“tel “down dvwegh 











YYeqnont and New Hanstire 10 Boson. Hee he met the gt) whom 


Miter cme ft 4 sal ian Swmden nar Sent (alld 
vie). er muir dad when she wa two ear When se me 
Tze she tame to eno ith Irene of et Taber, She was 0 ave 

ats et Cn, Ae Pend) iia but she ot 


fred in Bis, for immigrant te Canada A 
nde td ay sore foe ten dlr sane 
Shp ers fo te dle an ar, mr well 
‘tle gon 


‘aa tlt Bon in Moy, 1008, an cme to Calgay. Here he met 
a lord batt ond wo other me calles Pot and John Cie. 
"hhey wavelel on ssier by deoocrt. When iey ptt Taylors 
TEES) newest aloe ofthe ile te Taylors tll Bam not gr 
‘S'S ane owner in ie ile and frie se, bt Dod and is 
‘vling companions went on 








dso gt fe an which ws highly 

end oe 
oe banked od 
“elt sor 























ad devil o stay where his Homestead was, but Jock, Post and 
{sb iter wes ote et whee the land was served to ange 
We Dad ad so sty to dom to i and "Tin led sus ht 
Jin tn Joc wen bck Cay toile th tnd ad Job el 
te Tan he tothe, Char by roy. Thi wa lowed bY bers 
fed Taher. Ded wore with tbr Manns of Mase ranch. He mad 
1 al tomer ao sold spre for fo dle 








Moir was sett oman i the valley whe wee, Mi S.A. 
‘ec cme late he ay and Mn - Cie MF Maden 
‘td See some i 


My lal came by CN, frm Baan w Slr In September, We 
sued See whe te big pre fie wun on This stared at the 
Inpsal Ranch nd sad rer the Opie Ranch, A he 
tener iii i 0 oes ue Matinee Meri, omnes 
(Tra Sore in Suter (rho an mache ste othe Bab Congdon 
flaw in the Had Til) and Bo Shaw who wan tbe MLA. for 
He Hs a ad wh oad el eter cane es 
"and it her thst the fe He got rots fort the ow aes 
in mating Yi the and we wd our ow eng mo dere 
‘ns nt tao moh ena, Wate oe mela ay a the tel and 
‘Eien our rons unl Dad showed pi boat wee 


When Dd sb og te Bought «Bain wagon et of hares 
sod twelve fame Seigin. He bong tem Of hres om Meso 
Sa ade one tthe ty Sc ‘Th want was Dik aed Dave wh 
‘tthe al sk ns and thy ted Be ery ld ere 


























Welt Stet withthe wagon very wel ld, and spp ot « 
sls thst mer rom Seer tat igi te tot ay we eo 

The Hand Hil aoypog lr «cold tink stam Tapes Tey 
‘ee tng nth ft a hte hal eve ee MTom had 
Tile key. We gr to Mass tench air dar and sped he nigt 
There Ty were expecting ws The net mariage motel ch 8 the 
Names” and yu can ogo ow Mother fot when te aw ome 
foo dick eee: bye, sho Ive. (a «ers howe 
Bsn. At that tne Fano ink macho bt, ow fein we 

















Moter said years er that she ad own, she would ver 
hav tll the Reston oa er aaron have. aged 
there Maw af he poner worn et hes Ble 





‘We ware only ete ashore ne when Dad decd to gw Seer 
‘Bal Payner young fellow with four horse, was breaking small pcs 
fer the hosted, td fe guarding hay tacks a al He tee 











“The ner dey tele nor ce al we were aha a he shack 
As the wa all bart lhe ser wes ae Hed ot ry te 
‘the the gra all mud with ew and sowed fort deg, 








thd en ered p."The wll waste wc wat de fol 
‘sve meted nw for ckng cea rfl fle Bec sured 
bays Bl Pay cme eran ae sonm td be Ba 








forne thn ck, Tope wold no hn ba wa He had the 
Her int the sak whee ston ot ba, He pot tc be ne 
Aigoit bar, sod we wee iting stood entng where Dawes 
‘then ‘we ha toneoe shout “Wh and thre mas Dad wth bo 
Sl potson He bad ered than wih Wanker bed bought to 
time Tunbet rm somes He want to the Bi fo ge me ona 
Ios wn hese to ser it fort by four: He made © nen os 
‘then ups Tha wat ll Se floret arte anes aad Bp 
‘Gitano re ll led oe weer 

















I do nat remeabe to mach of that winter eacept that on New 
Yea’s Diy Me Peery sna went de choot se ea 
abit. They oth gt me, and wotber coke two of thant 
‘Se would no et thn, mee oll we Si Th matt ely ine 
abit was costed or how w lar can roe, 





Dud workd Ieighing for the Hud Hil sow, and taking ou 
ocr at pay do ot fname anything of te cng a 150, The 
Inky were very bad and Feta de apy doe th sro 
fc a cn Ky cae sak td tthe dle brn, Sew 
Peiesone and th thy lon be trawl As wae mo as 








aa set ng oe 
{Se cost land et wn. Sion we al ad 








Dad ght no ie pigs sme place that summer, aed we 
ad fo pull gwen 1 fd thal ummer a ere ts very Te 
(iad Th pieced grew Inthe fe uns son a8 he LP 
‘ite dca, The fi pg some hee intro sach, one on ech ie 
ge sles Eryn the spring of 180 pe gat so ches um 
Hes Edmonson The Edman med it de dirt im January, 1908 
rd Mr Esa bgt evo, den cise ther from Casta 
{"renember Tey tnd T rg dow there ine pong sre of Sed th 
‘ bockclor oigor tes iW ttr cl gale hens We got 
Thee hens and nr, Emons wes lng Ia ado place 
‘Swords arm They ult Bose fe Spin 


Dai ako bought cow fom the Tylor Brother She is sop 
o bein cal but ate never ad a tall Se was 0 9 that Da bad 
Feetn npc al he dane She never Boame as: One ye Wie 
(Fe Wis Ranch down by Th Uae dropped abd. ele the 
Watt none he had then thi bent ff Ded fH trade er fr 

te Hak cw that bas al ih br We had be may 
end cle er Nig Now wo had hikes, pie and a cw 
Wale ton of hore 









































A flow by the name of George B. Wns Noted the guarer 
late ownal by Tom Broun Tis hud af mle ad ented 
Dol to help Hn bil’ stack apd ster fare matey But he ad 
fr tone. fo return his work Dad wis to have the ts ofthe moe 
I pong img wid urs Mr ino roth 0 she eed 
om wath bing ms ung om My Iota, Georges Mother 
‘edith fst wt te bos hit wes mal or an for yee 
[ete of then iw anthig stout plowing war tele dea 
{ts otonate that thy plough hepa case a soo the 
‘aI we ba, Me. Wend cht wack the mole poling ¢serapee 
{the rnc see 








Hay was cut and sacha etry hom thet was nt bane 
na the sulin we od rahe wo dlls to lt al of 
{im Me San sod ary Nimmo Tere fe Burs on the Sten 
mse, ich was loc ake aver by Fred Mfwdden The exe 
sre ig shrkerm which wandered oll rth valley whe ing Gt 
Teal ste conpuntien cose tnd bel toon ney other es sal 





Me, Sven bad to sent wit bude op wale ane ors One 
‘nua ie a tl ead My Seen syed nT oe Kona See 














of coune, Hany, Nimmo stayed ono le on ht omen. Charles 
leo cae 000 wis ad wh faed et Me. Bing syed 
fru run thr home was ull 








aloe wat she fll f 1 wn Wale and roe. Allen me 


One day Walt» i 





ir tg bch haan ro Seana 
toes ee dea wagon opt fe hws, He mas ecuompenied 
by sry to maw odin a Ded wets a a 
ent at bp thon t Te tht sory sak Dad wade 
"wens nt Enon wae ey syed i bck wae bl 
i they Berane oor nao 








Phila Prank Coursey cman bal» house on Pi's bomen 
shat summer ted ster baled ani ear fr ther. le Bert 
Dawson cam inthe all a stged abort times ‘Ther he woot ack 
fe Sunnype,whte Met Dwaon wat tuning wi the he He ge 
Mi Demon me bck tc bomeced ad uit = ose i110 
Me beed Tor hin 2: Mi Peron came i Dee, 1008, Me 
Cihert come in 1905 bie and she had ele bby eld Hae 
(Mec iter had heft pao i te cot.) Mire. Courey came 

f10. Ms. MPa tw'nie (60 amply ew to 
enetcading ways We Ks ad» grand time thse were ho mole 


tad tea living he rate daring smemer, ad moving bc 1 Re 
Deer forthe traf ts pear ie ale evi oto sou. Homan 
[srg marl Mr ack Duo tse Mab Benga "The Randal 
‘ne and Gig and Soe Morton arte inthe hl, Teo hem 
twee crm ut fm Air, ty tip cow along Gr 
cmb toe "Toms anf’ flow nam Bil Plea 
lace wile balding Gearge' sack Tom di ot say very Too. 
tutnol wy Ait lntr'went to Calgary, where he bul ap 


Me A.M. Sibert a homestal a Sete for» Coke 
North wens baneponer tum eine inthe same yar 110. He 
Pevsndad Ded to ket ves ch tthe omy of mise. Dad pt 
Tiree ot Ue bemerad fr tt of lows rts ei‘ 
Iognge war pdf ary-ovo yours ster by Dan wher Lot the 

"Fhe pe we ie bg Tor Unt ne a oe fad ay one. 
Cu ds Det co aoe en bat att owt otal neg Far 
tment "The fet en etn Tt wap fo. Andy rant 
Pai wes he west tne forthe CH, Phere mere ete 
ted Anis cub wonders ak the dd pac He war posed wi 
Mir Peete happened to be ov frm BG end be pee nell my 
UMtrmaton fore pope, wich fallow tle sy 
























































In the some of 198, Herman Shot, George Ves ind from 
‘Stn on Harman ed Canada mbe syed thom td 


190 











~ 





ind tthe fy of 118, We few al he Shor amy Bento, is 
(Set Bi came at ew yee ne, and ajdt 124 o 105 
"Then he sold wut end went Bact Boston 











People begun to lk of vig schol a share wa na 
rn re ween few en of schol ge, Manone moved 
erin ed Deer yn TH, and Couey med ip fom Clay, 
Pgs wes o cal age We ad. shea with Her and Ad 
Pac td and Ace Man. France Courtney. Bens Van, ond 
Ua rteoon, Tha mars fatenaimene a the Hand Hi os, 

sage Pieter ef Dela taught or tot time ough he wat 
td MORE tie Thompunn fem Over wise She arid Sam 
Risgun to they mene 1 Dela later where be wa roe 
Sere Bro fr Inery sb “Then they moved 10 BC 








Pern Ted In she tenet of tha Rose the ft wine, a 
ined hehe the net sommes, Ale I war decd aed ele 
et tne te des a he dae had sox soll ad 8 
repetition rth wpe i we 





Alter he sho wa pene here was Sunday Seb ael dans 
cot eer bal sce the samme men, We bud pa 
SRETAPStnday stot pone woe ow th ft stove Gore and Sees 
sees Sete oot othe Meri piace lence Tr the 
ee ate Belleman eet pass Ball games were bel 
EGfaicd and on Ol Jomo’ Tat ust oor of out bre, ARC 
Dil sared te nas «band Her Ft played in thie Wen 
De Sis nc me ued bea i playing hrm a cepa 











“We went to hockey ges end ke cil nei af the town 
ny a Beng. We al tw uppers atthe hol ab well a dance, 
‘dca Goer Thee wen tlle bose prt nd te Lae 





fa we fad stent mints wry ely tay bard at sons of 
Peon ‘One smc ee were scr By Metals stent ad 
Frpizt mins ane see a Ure dh afernaon ad Te ober 
teeny ght Bod sais were well ended 

Mother inte 1 apper anyon who ad to far to go home and 
Inc toa th clr Somes thee would be tet oF re 
‘eStagor hese Soper wee planned om Sutrday, soo mach tine 
Ms taken ttt ot hal for Serle 








Te pnd and 914 tho war broke ot, Cade And, Oar 
Peat Jock Boe Dat Balen acann Howard eine thse T eee, 





Mother cz a sey forthe Ist eesing they weze ams te 
eight helped wi the cs fr super Thay al aye und ae 














line, and sono tok thom t the 
wih dave them ix This est 


ster and Dada fie chien: George, Ada Hele, Arnold 
nl Ath. Geogr mat ed ltr toned Oa, Ona They 
had twos: Edge, bo we ill is France, and Bol de mack 
Dan Lave, std ad ane git May and to hye Bev and Tey 
Helen avid Dr, Paul Bewdley bad two bys, Jn and Dee 

sre Edmonson tnd ey had ops, Mee end 
Mpc tweney veers te the may Arh never 
et fr yan te evo 


hg ot Dela o not remember 
i ea Pet and Jc Hand 




















ng rom Boston, She arid 
led in the Ralshos di unl ER when 
ant Tey. treo aorta 





thy rete to Di 





TMHe FIRST STEAM OUTFT—1910 


The fet heshig and long ont wat omned by B. Le Venus 
of th Tod Hl 








Tn the seng of 110 Ms. Venus bot the engine ands ten farow 
low n Sher ibe cane form het) 





This came w the Hand Hs co xm powee The fat spe 
was fou ies yor how plone all mune, tang the Sot 
lace, now owned by Won. ae, and red pte Wins Rad 
tvson pao ne Bl nel de, el 


In Angst of 110 the separator mas bought at Siete The cngoe 
was din la poh a tbe Carlile roto he 
Wink hows ty the separator "They srt tah oe ie Hl 
fam, Some othe farms eked ee lls Sem "Thompots 
Bart Ber Sinn’ Bert Soy’ and Dante’. The ey ed 
upto the Hand's where he lowing ferns were ec Mee 
Sl MeFade’, Conner Jr Rey Marc, Bro! 


They shed January of 1011 ending ot Richard's th 
Hood ll began was sae. The peo the sings 
teen daly sting, a the fbr ween ce ae 
oa, 



































The homes all etchanged work, 200 toms an men wore 
id The tvcherman Heed tlt engine, pan sa see 





























cmaion, He ted at White Roth, BC, unt 
the iby yar 














Mas Ba Lavery 





RMAN BREDE 





Me. Hermao ree bought the Bort Lack plac, He sold many 
weton pss tthe sees std the Hand ile Late He lo ae 
Tine Sumber ohare Hise bod war eA 

Me, and Me. Bre bo 
si hale couple 9 





The sid ptt the Prot Bros and tthe arr fr Meson 





IM SAVAGE 

rhe Savage Brother, Jin, Sem and Holic rnshed fe the Bi 
at na et dn he very ely Yrs They had Clyesale 
Til and Hered ntl 


Jin Boh SY 163017 











Se cote 











He was vary fd of ei 
son f the ov eo ‘Thte ually costed 








toe ne ecg 








Hs garden connned. lower to Pans ware speci. He 
and would ve arf ay. shied 





6 bandyman and «got butcher, Everyone Him, 





te helt yes e wa tbl wth hgh Mod per, and alte 
a ong ibe Be pase vey fr 1083 in 














Jake Lang wis one a our exer hometeter wh cme fom Ohio 
rol 190. He bad vd ble tat fa' Canna Slog fa 





the sori qunnes of 220-1 He edo hee gle aby, ee 





(On one trp Joke bovght a com, hited ber to stooehost with some 
‘ops onan how al he way beck bone 











vane ak Be ed en «wh of rd 
‘ar or show rocks at dooms More thas once one cid hear Jake's whip 
i ake lot, at hvala hi 








doappested, ma bis land was taken over by his neighbor, Olave ohne. 
(Gael Sule, born én Sloman, came thi city 903 











CHAN GOWAN 


(han ft came te brother Gear's each at Gowan, Col 
all Pod Payer hie bah i le beter ws Cheng 
Bal dec ant yoge te Ce os “a 














(Chan here on the cst hal 





10-90-17, mow owned by F 


He wat ect ip ome sie ut ell luted. Chien 
reer to hi ute “Cena He cme Tae Fogane plat ot 
Seer, he ind. (Dighals u's bert sian made on Fogove} 
‘Gitn nec ated fe coll od ml Tenge 








Often ne spent Chrisina wi 











‘One sry tlt aboat one Hallowe night, sme of the rigors 
Ieee up his com an pt tm th bay To aed bee nen 
‘morning the ow ad aah all the sweat oof he oneal 





dea In his sbac, with his ext cada bese him, The Courtneys 


a 








on is pave They ew i poison end covered gree oe Years 


Mr, Palmer leone year on the norwest qurer of 34-29-17 tn 
x dap howd nk «dg lw arma wry 








‘TES. A. PETERSON STORY 




















| ieee 





Bul prinon of th cement, td tonsne! co ake th, She dd 
‘wich Aoton wan ght yer ol io levog Gregay snd Car. te 
Twin; Cro, ond Sate Chi (wna ometended su of Crlgnye 








pager aaa fate hs way to the Queen Charl lands 
‘hens Danih st Yr: ying He gue 














Working on the mainland ater, he met end saried Mini Hs 
sot inte boos the and ee the Cay of White Rac, BS 





| To this marvin en lite were born: Bes Mich 2 100 
anf 13, 1 Gran 7 1 Ant Augat 24,15 
James Scpember 2 18: Rat Deter 5, 191 Smal~Deseber 














| 
| 1 the fon-ten es of Coes, KC, made him oo. 

fa evsed im to tn fin steps to Albert in 1007 be crossed the 
his way through Lacambe and Statler tothe Fland Ile The Crees 

; Slade aod Aaiatnes syed cling thee ble ie + Blake 





chet wp had ssn. and wn wat tere, Known a Lil 




















cs hod come yp the Bladen cif “Lie Hand” and dptebed 
wiht the Hag. Hoang. GrondaBlore hte he 
His ad ben Enown 25 “Othinin ee Her ry hls (Stawbery 











escarole fom ad 
{Ni ears ake Long esc with ho Ste ad 
‘eiSbutw eb tc Sedan of tir nd Hee Aon Pers 

sr cl vl an hy were waka Ot 
ee hal suey sch nos made te moe 108 oe 
Steud length of pe ends ach pt ere eed 


























Sed hacks ere then eve of god ough sos leh four och 
hi by ft lobes wile and upto syncs The Dotto 
Four 0 nals wa i ont yk cs Wy arin the nie 
un "They to ight fet igh tod opr the xe walt 














Rites the op and covered with «thick layer aay, then’ layer af 
= fa ontop. epee at al wd het 








spent nar ofA it Ulery eres pa bap 
Te cling He a his we had csi im a ging camp om aS 
Hines fr king spuds i ete’ wes mets one te 














In pring be hough em of oe 4 wag plough and bake 


coo ln plat postr ad oe tab fr the ling winter, 





Dally and west mre setlers wre avin. Eagar Yer ad 
fam of four ceca the net uate to the we Joy Terman 
th his wile ante ural wo cite diy no. 








Aan Pater ball edt ond. ocr, a well 
seek to thake the round trip %0 Swe. Somesimer Wizards blew 
tale nl ude ditcon ales impel When sm sek the 
ould ore at any talibe place along the mop 

Tis wenn of tos atte Bar teh, be onl ae the ep a 
tour day ll Yetngivratle But ls! One hor led ed lg" 
Ses oof ne or Se eur bat tat ld fg 























In the sumer of 108 at Cloverdale, BC, Mine Peeron was ot 
ne whit duh wan expecting hr fh cd fa. She 
valet suomi a ui, septs on fi the sng wine 


16 






























Sept 1/08 2 wh tlre confinement @ $600 — 








wet $1000 — 2000 
1 dy ae enna $1.50 =n 
sin al 650 





fica was te ely ene of seen civ 0 be tn wl 
‘whew they wate moni of ge the ony to) Alber 












The tan care them though Calgy and oo 9 Steer wher 
i hm it thet ey bad ot sc Ina long mond 














MRIS ais care saaneu 

















They gh spin ond ben the svete dive 1 the 
Hand fis A sigh hey found. Soler wi Mi and Mn Sem 

















Toman inde nal meses fou Thr meee wrt 
mete tee pad toa che hee une 
$e tee aie Mie" Minne Porn, a0 oo 
oe ean share hyo ony bd De he oo yen 
SESEECRS MSY hd aay tere wo meme, be 
Saray wal Noni night ng 














-Ariing a the sick on the homed the st dy, they set han 
te ele boeing, bot smh nev tn os. 
oot ging an they ine at the dogo ele tou hous oe 
wh bs oi So ed bay mates Sheets for pron. Pe 
82 Rite were eur by the hae ping Sabor lope Te 



























‘cee far hom the bomen sul of eed salt or beans de 
frames snd apse They mould fecha uae of et aad sw fe 
as and rom then ba acho tare gt 





i Aide ivfor mele Hom fer sed came and coved. plate 
tal sy mba the hdr eal the "itl hl half way down, 
{hein Ap an et witcha le orb and the prety le 
al yl i or for xml ad ep. 

‘Sion came te Philip Cauineys, Sam Pslingon, Eel Madden, 
Wan Seid Alber Devon, thera sal or the ns became 
mt poy, Thre were a many opine afi about whee and 
seins and meals 




















(Church and Sunday School wore rgd at the Deere (hy tis 
sine ttre ome the Ine, geal os Sc) wd ws 
idem serene Stops Mss Rar The wee fe stray 
toy In atndanze” Albert avons wen tele Sanday See 
Sipetindent Mes Kempt Meondat siden mite, wat followe 
ty Mr Thun and eB Long. Norman Bark tad We, Ors 








(Once the stl wt bil, evs wee eta hee Van Pet 
som fl i athe cing Balt Sunday satan ide a he 
‘ms whe Mig Sian taught Meiko dames onthe ther Van 
mcm at ht fcr slays ore aso ck it a bowler 
iets choc o Sundays 








(Chur servos wereld reply and were wll tended. People 
vied ltrward and 'ade arenes fr pe Yom, Pa Lake 











p 
Simm th ow or ano ay seca nape were there 





cog hn pinged avi The bho wx 

















‘het 1 the lay wet Sth Fe Caley See i 
Dru, Mn, we ony twenty me ow (Moon. 
Whe god sm cd ene on yt mul wt ery 





Toes of ember slo to Gaye ue moe al 





The forming of = shot dict wat an inprtant sep tn. he 
prograr ofthe simmons an nett lpraerveton he rrel shod 
tthe dct de ject. hore dh chiren ld be edad 
i here shri sold be belt we they sould met ogee 
aeh per 

This 














‘omdrnon gave ce the cua schol sins 2 
‘El he found ote eva ol sytem, The 
robe ale fo great tative ane if ten 








The dat sel wa the we prion apd the oe prep 
te peoples outlet own nes Anton Peet shi oe 
fu de Heche opin te sole mare Top, and canvas the 
ist lr npnatrs tos petian for «mol The peti was granted 
by he Prova Goverment peding vot held he SA Peco 
paeeth 











Ger, Sent Posktingon and S.A, Peso 
“The conic no itt lr in Meson Th pts who id be 
schol painted the Peenon use to pe the board. | C. Teeuaman 
Hla fate fm Manan with ome, Sows Peon led sda 
Farlhings fom Glebe tn aryfve depres bow wesber, He had 
twin ponenge Walle Buns sod small eer do, whose nde 
Si Soc wee fu so aly Bad be droped he es dy 
tne umey Bot me bre frat srs fr ome tt, Wn, Bar 
aot spr by te peated ardvar nor in Dalia er 
‘Ming he oss. Hewat aid parame’ and i cllcion 


When the Had Hils Scho! 4242 was opi, Maggs Fletcher 
tao on «port and rode bonback ooo! tach dy, Mie Than 
fort luce Me Set Foci: tung eae ton Soe ere ok 
‘ilu the pier "Morning Gary Card to be un on any of 
cal Thee vars Mis Comm «Mur Chrttane, Mis owas, ad 
He Laan tena Nove Seta, who had been ttl mare, Her othr 























Stunt Minis eld wevoe from time to tine, ch at Me. 
Evan 4 Bap Minter and Me Lange Coboot 1913) 2 Method 
Mine’ Ese, abot 1906, Wn On Hap student miner aod 

















fee, Ketle eld serves in the diferent rack ae Re. Kemp, 
Nest minister seed fo, bot date we untraa 


A bow sca wat eld 








ie onfned hose of the Ptr 
ely vale fonds Boy am ogtn Sor church sod al se Te 
Theis smge Bed Venue wes “ater Da Pe 











What you ined wo do. 

‘Why don't goo It mehr a ince 
That T tho! share the py. 
Ate farer Wes 








Fate “Ther oe conogh t spate 
The ha ja epeting out ase 
The Height of your ambi 
Senet be tat # vl 
Teves ef 
Tose your td and ihe 
Inve of rening wi the ge 
Ad yo wl tnd your chan, 

















Heb ow only 

You ko the ork he sto do 
1s almaye gladly done, 

Pape hbase fa, bt you 














May scar the werd a0 
n't ble bt bo 





Ard sake Hes Dre « log 
And lings wl ated 








AI the ote: Give the bay change 
When ou lk ee thin acd gy 





they tght loge tothe Wace, ed any eer the sage 
{Grice (Peterson) Lane, who ust have been ll af sever oe eight years 
ti ranmober that «yong con brag hers td wea dap 
te be might xy a any moment! Me."Verle mst fave been «goal 
cat ne bkl row ty dalla Tet of ey te 




















Another eet tk ple wt the Hand ile! in the very ety 
‘ery Lous cmpign. Gast psierwae Me Coepbln of Hanna The 
Mek ped batt wus ode By Min one CampbelDan, ee 
ot Come, Bala ia eh 




















Libor Dewson rele oor Helloween sight someine barat 
(Oe Jobs coon When he srw ie ed att he dod is 

weit toa nehors pee to Huy ought he was 
hr ight mindy or whut he wn cog ngs 




















Two a thie young els toe down to dhe Page bathers rnc 
to-mz what mind onl be Soe bor Seine ey oelown to baa 
he pepe tthe bie bem evel tam Hestly they eae 
sn galoped ay, bt ble on rfl ang ike ballet rad 
pute de ty toe pst! 











De. Kath homered «quitter soot smo miles south of te whol 
When Tene Peenon had gue. nnd the sb te by 

ck "There wee no dat tyalabe ute of Surfer or Corenion 
Dr Kath ern US ner, having ld He mend Arr 
AW Rowe 





1 mid. Desb of 1919 the schol coor wat lds athe 
Meu Beeson made the ener st home and the tan Sak cred he 
Shot distnce fo the sho! Taraneh: She etl fie de progam 
fice all ve a the cen apart #e but abe diet want he 
peng Vick to pat ek eppemnes toc ae die par wid 
the cote suppl. Mnday ie cn ake da he 
Ktsund ech Mr Gore sion, we was to sty kr 
oring continement: She hued the sive ff to shock. She sent 
the lise ak Mix Pal Crary fous ove ese wat ld 
Mr Edmunon wold ben ws bor, Mi Coseney 
St dion re el ide: Googe the ent dy, led 
Inthe some Penn sd ered Lol fs Me's i 


George Hall, who ar Lian Real ved for « ne on the 
ede pit, ic ty ng owe tee ive the pig. NE queers 




























The Pen chlo ad pet mie they Sept na ne cs 
1 opal wee ls and sep an whet the len played i 
thar hands ould po urate waked sn Medora 
‘i ae Aarti he chle wa t na te 
al ew tt ad bon prepared fr hn Tan the pod Lay come 
‘en estan by hl mote ate, heya te agg’ 

abd fale nt the pos, sen by Mex, Edounon Spe Nee 
4 desir‘ the away sree yes bed por 
tenets that day. They wath facade the grower 
ily cjyed ti dar 




















Henry Quasi ied 98 the quae weton wt the Dagon 
amestead (NWY4 5.9047). Thee wart all soll mie new tere 


‘ay persed pone of Corman ert on sibs al wo 





cata Tia I ad age fea an ops lade teat 
clad wren He 4 wer tne Te was holed by hoes 








hoe, he Gnntel to be tee a dinner tine aed vanaf cure aed 














ninth The yore nas gun among eet os, 
‘ula and way so hen y supe tat ho Se he ble ebay 
iran hme cng vetoing sean suerat Bel, he tog 
they reefing Mn sting at hed gone bd 














“The whole amily ws ene natal ay, when Da Pete 
BOSSE eC eat bie Fn he Aight new pln The ea 














my al to be red te east 
or Pond ca The 


iting nape on ot aa a 
feoplal (Calgan) by Fr Mefaide, who bad = 
‘Sine mons afternard eel ome and went Ester Canada wher 
enn eit, and wer Souern Mande 


























He told many gy sks of nave ita and ris, He became 
things in tie oltre constry to the laws being upheld by US. Aer 
Ieee the Serine frre hi luc I enverstcn dr and 
Tie hes ober of tens tbs ey and epee In De of 
al Envi He bt est al oe 























5/5 UES pesto ttn yt Wie ely 
Me Wil sc fellow he wa 118 18 Jo 
ot the ond toe cst vel Oat Riders aed aly of ee 
fike'his mow the home of Kae Ban 

















Alter date Van bgt a mone ont the Ole Jhon ate 
cay sty 281. wotlng part tne and wos edo a Eat 
oe ante outcast war in HM, whe eased andl 














Air she war the family of wo bays td one ll moved wih do 
uct 'nd wae a far now Bock Take where Js tes 

estan Glover ns itl ij wie opeting hey rod 
ery sot of Clg tt apo 2. Mine ured Ray Harper 
Tu ei Eden Se ltnd barber and cmb he ne 
Seg ih rag tm cite family of aur bays and ce 


























emul Patna an his we linen Cap. He ten carpenter 
by wade and his whe @ seep emplpel ie inane conpecy 

non Petron works in Stoddard, Wiss, a4 machinist. He 
snared Bets Vane in HDS and ty ave to daughter: The Slee 
aupite tolls'e governoeat_poion’ 0 scal wert, wie the 
oan dephuer, Sarid w DavPeten, teacher tin Man 
‘Wines hushed cocking mls ote one entry, They hee 
‘hes hire, te byt sa one 











Grace Petron marod Art Ln in 1904 so He Boson 
for many ramming 8 Onan tnt nw Baloe Wosks were they 
tw rei Thay dee daughnes Evegtine Lae and’ Ch 

1h dn hoo rT oe i wl a ei 


James arid Br Mee an they have two bop. Ate Ing 
the te fe hry bested In Eng, be open scogenon 
bias to Varcourer fr many yar He eno rete ant ut 
‘hoe on ld once tnd. by his maternal ganar. near White 
BetTAE, a howard ‘Coa Ree Ha” ba 
(One ion i a Home, tether maid and with fur en, Ue 








uth mare hard Prick Milt November 10 168 and ed 
bit see yearn Hace "vbes Die es cpap aa eke eyersr 
the mine: Later toy mone to de fae a lad Hy ped tot 
ear thr "They hat fou Sdn, to toys aod twin gle The fol 
‘ved to Red Been 1968 hte Dick Wcoployel a teem coger 
{ib Ineo for aded ads known Beem Hop Rah 
{rated a Albers" Sel Hap, adutiog in OBL end 
ijl at Dente Hong cc nara tl, The’ st toy 
‘Bgl tes Edom fd work io hci fo LBM so 
Ahupher, Gwen: Dovgias marl Bann Alder Send sem, Robin nee 
te ad Deer wih he wie tad sll an, rene mad Beto 
Rede He's resntly¥ chan loa urge 




















Keron mae Sting Winton MacDonald nd they ave «sal 
son Rigund Tey eke thr bome tn Edmonton, Sing wens wih 
‘New Halland ivlon a Sper Rand Cay at prea 





Clarice works i a goverment fe In Flinn at ck steno 
reper, Dparmeat of sods td Prete 
Sora Anton Fetertan din White Rk tthe geo eihy-een 


Mole Petron srr end ix pron ight-eigt ats a ge 





Me che Mil, Die fer, lls shi le ince, He bul 
th ey i th Had Hil ae hb Hose nds the 
in-charge refused w pay a5 expected, throcgh soine technkality fe con 
Siero of i dng er many oer jl wer donee 




















‘THE TOM MeEATH STORY 

















tn Apel 05, my brother Perey, and I landed ce Hand Hl 
Aine Farber on among. he hls wat ranch ome by a amy 
same Cael The aldwels hadcne ote Unie States 





Hine leo halt set dng They eter 
thon te Taylor took ove ht ld rane ste the lf thnk ha 





When the fit wad war broke eat in 114, Saar ‘Tepe 
mised and wet evens ener cue back Yo Canada ag 8 T 
itv fll tha heb be is and now I ng ae 
non England 


n 





ing ls farther aoe the Hil, was «anh 
ey (te Sam Pog as 








There was the Boh Shey ranch ater owned by Jack Dub, and 
ster ee by Jct Bell Ale Giese Hye Ce, now by Condon 
Fsraby eed Noonan Dac. I eget tr meno the Chou who 
Fiche he of Tylor pce hey hud pth a Cal 
tres and moved cen the gap cat ol Hood Hl Lake 











2] Gac-Oft Coulee. He was nt there very Tangs he was drowned 
the Red Der River Jun ak he Far was 100, 














The Mason ranch was othe nth se ofthe Mi I Sa fo 
tee OAS Kav Uns fe Bed Hogh ed Aodiow on ir 
Hae Mey Keun hes. Coven Mx Ba Lng (Pre), and Ms 
Wie Ring dc, iit te tac and Inter granted a 8 
dcr He ae tk the Hie agi and tried protg Dein 
iter pong wo Hanon and Sete fr nso tine Frm thee he went 
Varo angen tt cor oo 4 bate died sued ship 




















te Angst 1906 she Joerg Haman end Amel came to the Hilt 
vhs tage hed fale sod sed on the toronto of the 
Fitter lev Herman teaver the von one Arma At one ne 
fhe fobeg bed «cul ne, nde sea te Cat OM Cae 

















(hn that sid the Hil there were no mre rene oly came 














we Le A Fest ranch, They sul tem 1 ny fee all f 105 
wie leas sping whith lr bce the AF Reey poe 
In he srg of 1906 land nth ll bt Bee ty wet 





el he some of 1506, 
My brother's wile and te cikee arhd 
hey sent test wir at ae a 


he Hil ha yar 
on awe wh, ater 








seer a en ee 
poe 

Meee tt oon aac a a a 
be pg tarde oligenh iy epee oer 
hg easyicas Srceua pes Lorie ree 
































Wal, tg back ew ys othe fll 1908, pif came 
tem the gored i Inthe noth ‘That fe bre all he 
es and marge emosnt of they sha ha ho et und kd 
the pros simmer To mk things wore fe te ete renders 
‘Glue died by the choosed "Thare were very few of she ranchers who 




















Dlg, who ad anc on the south ond of Han ls La, et 








sexy hewiy.Jin Layne feng Be Shaw's etde go ough 
3B ter od Supe He bad plenty even i tein fad 


‘The spring of 107 wat be tne or eer in tat eo, 





My bs, Pry ad anily went dn othe Re Der Rie, 
and sted a sre oa ene They Wel ing te mal fo Clee 
Sle ite Hand Hil, Por aod Lone But By thr te hed 

















1 went op to the His tnd omen the 4 2029-16, not fer 
nie MeDonali and bis be wiched the children grow up, and T 
tome bepey tir srond ihe FYS . 











Inthe summer 100, two bother Philip and Frank C 
ald sguated by Chen Gowan, In Ine years be vas fund deal 

















‘Aer the coontey wes surveyed nto tins the ste tra 
Than and Har then he Vera's Peer Ole Js, and Tren 
Tit ved nse toe Hand Hie Scho, Geng end Tee Mors 
obs tnd Care Gor, wh tl on W909 16 andthe Andonon 
Lets he come inthe ile fm Sperone, Main ee 

















eRe a ae 
in Inger, Ontario, where Wwe live at the present dime. 




















seowcens oF Mast. Bono Jone 








avenge. My wander come Im Chester England che United 
itera young tan, wal sted ror ar Sut Lake Ci, Un 
and settle iv Concord, Mast, in the New England Statexs My mothers 
‘ame was Ons, Ty came om Sohn Ontea ntkey r 

‘her Oaks very well They mend to the Unite Srey and et 























with thm lage ser contracts and developed « large sw in the 


M 








Sr Dice Cana 10 wh rand 
1Budsiand she you sen hy» farmer triage They 
Jet fm Clore sr oy were nar The sheen were hat 
ori aad bod oy tor adhere abel eo 
2 rea neh lca, eough Twas st squad tmnt A 
ocutlytor yeh hy ners own two byt wee then To 
and non aml A eager war br 


1 Canada 09 and was ct at lichen by my broth 
































inlaws He hal eam aod sigh ul of balay robes and a fot 
‘Cem wth amane vat Eps nots ach ol went 
Wo stayed oveight at the ld Lamson Ranch (about tve mals 





witwes a Haar) My sses so-so dT pap cede wl 


SSTtsn bos and fd on eopal evel. 








T hl nee forget how Kind ao hoa Me, Lawson was, and 
she mae us vey wekome: bull he Hed swig her apn bet 
ABE tance ws ees tevlng harm Tbe er 





The nest dy we prec twa the Dal Ranch Ae ope we 
pwr et and hve 4 lat oe MeBoeds Ranch BY the way he 
eee Rone Wat sheer Boy ny othe Red Der Rie 
Me MeBenih'ns usa he oat, roan and anche, sod te, 
Inter on bad po li He ro the mal tthe pst tc at Bob 











Hl et ws a note olen; Mathie and Mine bad « 





sre Ser EH rn, bough the mall oe Ste, 
‘Sublahed Apt I, 08 on the Robert Canglon place Jack Greer had 





eke Sop rss, top he bomeseaded Ne 2.3017 
‘When the Heed Hilt Pom ter wne moved othe Core B Merrion 
Tomeseal tb" TS1 Mr Gromer so med Macid abop He 
contd hit work shaspesig plo share and ane Macht 
itera wel es comping wth bomen ai 











There ro jst acs in hoe day, The Dus fae wa od 
te Jah F. Busby Re Ls Shy who wart hat tne a Member of 
FPalbtment. ree ese om the topo the Ho he wes eo 
GPa Lake On the sath was the Rel Lease. The Kelly's were on 
teu pac ofthe Hand His Lak, and Hat ed ere Or 
Ne aean n-wa 

On te norinam side were Jobe’ ark Man’, Hast of Jobers 
war Wty tee Jin and Ed thor wh ae ok the cade nore 
xt Sout yore Govan's on the Bull Pound, which war owned by 
Foes Dy, Goma, Gears nd Chino! Det, Coad 






































South f Govan's wis the ld Oise Rach sumed by Jock Oni 
stem ofthe owner othe Ogle Ming Company. Youn Tack pe 
Fitsummer veces tere. Cll tetra sed yong Tek 
td te Yor th say sock een lysine tft a 
(Chisels sod Wri on th Ree BiB Cael, tn Tr yeu 

















In the days wa cstary fr sts ap for «meal when 
near cing stmt snd my soe eed say 4 ra Sr 
or sgh oft em. heed set, are be drove Wh 
{ca and Boy tote Conpon Ste an ded pte ala well 

shat te eawboye fle tte vee Doh, for nr mal 
eases hey woe ng by 




















pend bese oft wey ey 
ant wich cone tt of fe Tne yur be ad cnt 
Sith he CPA plagh he Soon ram whe now Cane Set 
Ted Nindh Avene! Calg, to the Red Dew Ror: Namber 

















‘Boe Highway tne flows the lf guard forty-five men, oF mare 
(On the wot and noth were th Taylor Bracy and Sermon: and 
toot thee miss morthwst of Digs ere the De Boor 











The dppng at ms coe to the Taylor Ranch. Coops dre the 
tie and mange ‘The esnches ‘came fom near and far for Ae nessio, 








ch rancher wd what and ead t ra ect, Late si 
dent veyed by te gorroment or hme Ie O08 ed 
{G00 le ce nto apy Tor choosed and Kept oo cing 











sine ring the fr lon nto ff he Kun TH 

Tel ts sume tet mast Gatton en We te wire fr Se hey 
cutor hing. Someone atthe ope dove sonatas “Cine fer ot 
Wels or me vas eostrded i ont me inte er to be tad 
i That we Al Jobe 








ls ther, Harman, then sre to vt and came feet 
Diy ter approved foe marrige om Oetber 2,100 in anew 








Aol and erence to the Hard His in 1006 and 107 with 
Bow River while was in foe. One of the away, on a ade hore 
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as 





loge iw the de hap nd al. Lai were dono him, bt the 
twas sng ica Mm away Hewson ineten Yrs 


‘When che Yay yat cece the eye went 16 the lle Ina 
Trading Pus ot Blcian Crosng,oned by rank Couey, where 
‘hoy bout» thee ao ovat pote Tein ant in wich wap 
RE syle bor Ch few gent we had te Coury a 
eer Pal Coury hones dy wet oh a 

















“hey camp onthe bak f the Bow ain hese Bae nara 
rhe Infos cated ieee on the fer. o he ober defn eng 
ea tow, win they bard the sp 

Aral nd Herman sive nthe Hand le nde omer, and pat 
ap Sore ull eed fr the ede Uno they lt most of 
Ee iat ee ar winter ad toe it end ere badly ciple 

“They sel on what mas Ha in ae ies the Jeg Pace 
Aral! "dey ‘hal ove homtad, and cpl ecm ater, 0 
‘Botan tock is ove in 1908 ad acid moe Und a tine ety 
Tebouh hs preemption e013 Mas who Ted ortho 
Were cove igs and always ou vty ood lends 

My brother-in-law, AF. Jabeg, had re a the mie bo the 
atrond came sre 101 Fret mg Bell in fam See, and 
fcr aye Mion sre Burma dw ound TS ors, a 
Tete nly ba othe wer a the pa He es bother wth 
Thee or the mie alee fir, ol is les 1 the Marsal, 
HH i hi tmly to South Dake td net outarn Calor 











‘Amal kept the mir and boeded ihn, wth he bp of « Chins 
cook with «lng gue To Car ori fr kim, and kd pe 50 wall 
Ae weoll seat Kom the cuahooue nse the cok was out for «wl 
‘he mny complains te China sok naliy ope hi fo the 

fd ned fo mth ge ering be op te eof the hi Jo was 
(hiv thes of the i ut lle very ghee man 








Hermen wii fr Amel at dh mine ad sae money enough 12 
sta fering song cae sod land ence gun, He ane ad 
‘Michog be go that was the mam forthe fmo brary onal 
‘Sonne he Hand Hl 








rans Courtney ws eight years ld when Eft et Ri He wa 
niog iinet eek wb ra thgh Mr, Peso and now 
ened by Val Gobel. Someone ada the boys aod than they 
Seehage Daub Sing. Tint ving ls Coviny wl She mat 
‘Bing kin on sit on: of few sake She made nd Ive he 
eter on Maybe rat wil nt rommber, bo 











1 tl ine we had gale few cen in ur aly > ated 
schol sone wor but Tb with Magis Par, now Mes Wale 























ton, thet eee Mr eterton, Me, Venus and Me Corn 
were sos. Mr. Huy Broadbent eve soma nl ler the tad 








of the vn rom te it who andthe Hand le 
sets Se ea ne the Vor fu ces re 
Paton one Morro, two Many thee Couric te Kel 
tm Gilers My stereo ba ede ws fa che ine 


The schon oom was large, and ed a «meg lee fr er 
‘hing fom church to danced supers td Crna incre 
4 xy goal one Iter Herman was Sania. ‘The school burned down i 
Tah tha seed co endo happy toes atthe store One 
‘fou lends sid the hol was bed oe hi nt fee 


‘The Hlvew sothowe was trot in from ey eon east of 
Dela, but nes seme be the cte taymor "The Cab Hw 
1 by then, «beter pact dane td boll mesg wh ey 
oa thar forms of ruins Acc wae bul ney om 
‘it Shoals pice mle wet, an two mer orl of he Ce 
Hose and proabiy i fonction sl 





am gating send of ml no: 


Wie wer ry happy o have he ela trot 1913, when Dei 
sd Gagne wee bul Both a diferent ms tt Yn ete 
‘nd the names were hanged yall nc Han as famed se 
‘ofc Dela wos ue ona, but who tals were but we re 
°f tanh mula roi. The danee 9 Del the lang way aro 
‘hiro to Furey mile ead ly nine to Cai sy we cheng 
‘ur alds tothe ater own 











“They were ts good owns, bt dens and docors were xa 
the west Each wn td vo bans two very ben two tne en 
to restuarants aoa i 91 





1A. Hs owned one of the Krystle, Mr, Fc droe to Dita 
ery tien ith npr of mated busting key. boks ‘oe be 
isan: Dein had fo dstour Hes, and hen began 
Bt aow soy bung up ag 

Wen war was dered 1914 many of ov bys em the 
His ona up. When Me Venus ad's pry fr thee, Clade 
lay tne bedroom mat of the ight very il fete 
toys ere vn, Some af he bye no ad wre Clade 
snd Ost Pee Ry Lindy, wed Hany Tylor 











Me. Bre was real 1 German; the bd bon ¢ Gea fle 
nse, he le Yor Meio aod went deep In thems Be hae 
seo fee Ws wile ard two soe He had it sn log ese below 








= 





re te ping ws; wd Mand Men Almond Hed tere fr 8 
tic thy came Yk fom the eas 


We made rp back o Ul 184 tv ho ou pres and 
rere bome io fed everyone cage the war efor, tring to do 
Tia Sle We had pres snd dane tore money forthe Rod Cros 

‘ur fit and Hie tampa, inal of the Red Crs, was bl 
ae Mle Rance 107, whet Soong men ws downed fn Hand 
Fits tae, Mn Eent Panos nis Ines Drom, mde 
umber of des inthe gut fo sue km ut apie of al or 
Weruldn' be rvied. Min Poem hed nen mites of Sng 
Sno in London ele coming to Canad 





Dr. Lawson, fom Soath Al, hosel and Used inthe Hd 
for some ne He coded when Eis was Boo TS, and 
fay ober te snes fore ime My iter nied De. Lawn hs wile 
Mulan, aso he sod’ Mw’ Bhir and te yeareld Bet for 
‘tel when tay sven 190) Thy bad been ean and ppocaed 
Tipo nny were her nego fo hu oye 

tillen (Cialgmyle) had grat pli, wih people coming fom 
tar tod pas Dr Lamon, inal whe doe = 
‘then tne boy wen nt onp ble or qlhand. Some ferme hed 
Timo tty show bsappearance mu comply eines neveco 
Fr slang tte ln rol Riel sd gots of the md 
ouoed and mas tone the ware forte expose 








‘avi tse ear me had very gd bal tam in the Hand 
anh wor any mes ro ete Hae, Drama, Wayne 
Dal, and Mansons ss towne had very gpl as al, Googe Ven 
tnt cap ad cacy Bar Ket pcr, Herman Shree be 
Freon Jobog, cond bas, Fd MePae, td esa Mex Kei 
‘Seton! Teg remiee who played te el” Moto the oye came 
ire fen the Ste whe ty dyed stall bear 





The nels to mon one of our ey aio, who was ¢ 
replat visor oeepdy. He wer acepl, and lighted ay 
{Beles He would pak op mal tgs fe oy barbed mire, People 
Tet pve bin ea ut wonder what meld be ming when 











‘he day Herman sm kim coming and thay met the bam where 
he hong his mT cet the hoe fo te mic wall he 
Noman sade'ay ecu pr beck to te barn and loud he 
tel igre» dn of egg in he cnt prt Ho vd a tnad and 

vil te opp fn the paket and came io dinner We gare in 
ier sees peat, een sd ther od te Jo ett bp 
ting what ke dt tc ma anchor crc and en hs days 
SS nok an reo death 























tot ge. Ten yori wit es sects Sek my 
at whom ied One ttn our ite wos Heraun Sy a ek 


Many peop wwe kept ban’ ting the sk, and burying the 
ea, Hana charcas, tall pubic bulags wee aon’ ner 
the ten. "Tis dtl too tings the Hoye weve coming hse 
frm the wi, ome to deo ie 











Ona eet wat led in theft pert of the wat, os were thers 
from around Dulas whe some tame hme gasd oe wooe whch 
lett thom the oft ve Hary Tyler Was» ser 
i Rey Lint sl hs rapa fs eee 

‘SloideAlond eid bck 
ops bought Eglin bck 











ees witha pty bide: Many 








The fl 


ne yars pore ire normally, 


‘The word Han Hl Seumpt was gun ldo the Mier Ranch 
There war very few evs at hat ae tbe and ugg we the 











Erejone worked lor the Red Groth andthe Uns of the earch 
anuad tee sere. "The onmmanty gift wes ananel the Cae 
Hone was ult wl everyone word cod dated tod Ha ton 
Me H."MeDonsld ed Lame Mena, Sc sored wht topping 
‘8 capenry,t mas nel vey thing Inte ine of eae 
Was held tore Inlding bake, eng wll tng Te as 
[it sve the cto an renente Speci meno seal bade 
the untrng ‘ello af Mie Hote Me McDowall Me Whig, Moe 
Boat Mm Miler, and Mrs Pesec 











Mins bough se Dart place and cme tv w er neighbors 
‘Our chide went to ai! and layed wk ach che 
scholowe aves wee such pr fon Emrore hoc exc hee 
The aol wache ogi he pi, and sill was big fenton 
At our lst sha pose Brow Alen sired wiht ht wie See 
sito whre his wife was, and bo si ln ether sare Mog 
Peet, of all ppl poke wp with “Try Teast" Sb was tcp, td 
1 ni alt cong om her a aneyected Evens heghed 
"it at her mpl.‘ and Clade sured towing te, td tied 
Sach othr, chasing al owe the grace ‘That day tel wits Woe 
Under ste; s0'we al went hoe with many happy menos, 














Asner toro he nara, acento nea en 





One day when 1 wat diving «am tothe ALF Joerg soe « 
ong cal old T lt my bat ada ating Ue bot a 








suzy when Hugh Muon and « bles, who, were bulding a fx, 
ae on andere yan hay sake and eg 
SP She cad bane fappeed hed Zn bd lp 





oor tine Herman and 1 were on oat way wo te sre whe 
sod ie 'berwe the Kors: Tine the Hs up thea when 
ences tig en oT was dng bu ema recovered the 
‘Nisa ecole ty 0 ence gi ack was wih o> 


Around 1935 Herman ae Me. Milian were digg col 30 the 
wie Get Codec Th cad cold be had fo the digging, whlch 
WupeTin tne herd yee were ac forthe nl (hey Hough) 
ecm: when fed of wid bone fever tem and ep 0 
ve SR ener ot rt hoses ped exe th 
15 Samp was comply rune, Sp had ow Tt hem, wo they 
edad for home 








Ie the cel 100) Wik McBeath, whe snow anand fa 
Inyo" Ontario. mene wih ster oq oa nthe we He 
Sie recog ie hs father dug under Tee "The fig fel 
Me fara "inher up to hie eck The boy wale nine als fo 
ip inn oe was fe so ho wale pater tee or Tr le 
a tint ater tte eal where he doe found he had 
Me Molen bones ler bet thes mona e rune. ams 1 
fk al monet Tog, Ont 














The Soe Weld War was upon Hl od the REAR. and 
eet tight eager, Hace ce boy fhe 
REI eas an Incr fn fd ad irs. Neher wen one 
vt bo tne may ye whoa go oer 








ile fo te Hand ils we ba cae fourteen, unde ae 
of Wed ine farmed and ase ane tl we Bat ee 


‘We tought bone bere 
We nent ote United Ch 
Thon Tame ben Yry te 


Vancouver an have made «few Een 
su Tb my nok and beck od sce 





‘Nema fom th Had Hiss pat rg eed 
FE. Now by Me F.C, Coury: 


11 would appear fom the freping. ity that Mi and. Mi 
oted, tel Memses only as eet te Hand Hil de 
LEEgMete mock more and thr ina! eaotrbtos are 








Me Jobere mes present of the Hand Hille Cub, Hout end 
Swope or ore thay owenty years He wes sana fe te M.D. 
SPRUGHA DTT fr teed ae src oa de oa soo bead, 
fd pronto de Maal Tepone Camper 

















Herman played the tumpet ta the Dea (Highland) Band, and 
the acorn’ atthe sholfoae dunes Tl endo et “Oley 








Jn the srs department he wis very atv: fae popular as « 
Sst mp: He as cniay In demand Wolfen See tap 





sues fr a well a Bing an cent ump Hosa at 
Show forthe spectators «ball touched him er ce Pee 
‘td lee was relly injure. Hl sis were tovinteg fhe 
‘all acl hve ben hr boat cayne nog fhe a 
beck‘ would hve ban 4 tele gf he ay Rad unite 
link and eyo by lug 








Mo Joberg so was ken ere nthe ie of th communty 
liking par inthe sees of the Lai Clobte cures, a 
She old slnaye be depended pont works eal in hs 
‘raha! booth on sted diy” She wes erty othe ee 
the Re Crs and was als wing to nd er beers 
alin a ces of coer, pln, pln an dana ye oot 
Ms Jeg who taught many a the Yoong iin at he Sea 
anc. Sh ie hess a caps co 








cl aes be aed thai tine of eae oa say depend 
tnt on Jhy ha y ty ie  Ba 
Ioheres were rely goal nis an ce Rea sat 
runt Wat ken te 





MR. AND MRS. ALBERT (BERET) DAWSON 
* Donorty Este Dao Lares, Desa 1967 





My Fair and Mather cae to the Hart Hl eon in the year 
tote, ie astound wes Easwrn Cano, when ey het Be 
atid in 1904 ear Calngwen,Ontriyleming ipeh io 
Yen Otgnaly the Dawson mee of Eagleh cake Beh eng 
{Gana wih pret tout IB55 whee as iyo sea 
‘An une of Dad John, beng the eer som, sued ots Bowes 
‘ints 50 Das as, Peers wer cca ethos ee 
Out i the word sek hs fame” Mothers fee te Bone 
oy Seah Iter migrate vo Tad, wot sry ae Ber ed 
Bick ower seen dnd years the lined gouty ote da 
id Fan emote Da ley a iene as, eee 
Sha “en hone aling Feta latent” a hers ad Te Ne 
feel, nena tha er aly anaver ms 9 e els B y 
Bey cde tod rend the “Poland Funly Hien, Thar eae 
nl ler ft si 
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Pe a 














To gy bick wo the cay diye of hele mariage, Dada, ce 
rapt sm ofone hand Sie dlls whan he al 
TREES om these uf hk “eouting” hora He aod George Hal 
SO of Maes no pea nee aod Lilan Fenn» ste 
{Tate Fennll of Baswored tn tbe weed ithe wine: wa 
tee dary and cf cnt ms ond Ethan Ems wer 
(Se hee none Caligeod. 














However hele of dhe wet end 30 they sold wha stock hey 
aa Acne wd mss Ma, bo lot ay ever a Yer, 
Suge teshing cose wee “ling” 00 # women. Henc, fhe 
Sot they ove taking bart Iva nigibor spc at Sunny 
Mieco they Medd chee My wot bm ll Da hd 

‘Meee Ia roan snd tld Owe i tbe and Tl re 
Site at Sonepat up hay for Pet Bors for two dllars on 
to get oncy buy ah cove tae the howe 











‘The years tn “The HU, for, [le were typeof plone 
days mil hndtipe-bst_ won ows ed elbow 
or, ete sone Spt dey: when Dod wae eying He st 
Fav be about ster od the te ee the hills ring 
Te, Quushsih «sie, ait atthe bith, (Ras of es 
Jul econ ene) nd Ada Vana (Mi. Da Laer). ten he 
‘ry early tec wed oer two tile ach dy 1 fp Mater tl 
{BE tar bn ert ain (or homesead as eof rant Cau 
Sy Geer Weve bed ally pn thet In seen pers the 











[Name of sighs 1 ember easing of wee the Mazon, de 
Pew the Bes te Tales the Poets the Couns, the Maren 
TheSetiathe Jotenry the Voor, the Bharsos, the, MePades 
The Almont sol the Shs. 4 Mex Sem Pocgon (howe husband 
wes nce is prwarsip with Brey Niton-Teyioe operating be 
Ihe burn ‘car fo the Co Liber Hardware Dela) sme 
Bock ened "Moning Chay Gut? whch pupil dashed ie 
That tie: the hur on Sandayy at Hand Hil Son. the Litry 
Soe the Hor Sen the Lid Ad? meeng in the homes, Ue 
Catstnas Coon et 











Mystery say dat they alien waka 9 fd theme sep 
sidenes ithe having ben moved the ght fo ake rom 
ite Tat! One doing, sonmwayy Mary wa dropped get 
Tee he ett sl ofthe rd tit Dd pt the Yeas er cone 

‘Rother the ner whan the igh upc dep se, Mater 
Aloerds when we irda deinen and Tear nbd, 
thn sbe bad belly ling me upside dome! 











tn onde 1 ee his omy of far gta seston Dad decided 
to mare son ther he wus eoaged ta gin baer for apie 
‘hte yoy sla began en bed pre Of In Iter Se 























Moir 





er dts November, 151 (Thy, had 
Teed 0 alr inte all f 1947) Da than edt Wie Roh 
FCs whee wr cen vel im sot death in Febuary, 161; Ty 
lea hertage of won tr dager whan en are 














1 Edith marti Albert Poland (ese 








A Baty maid Wiliam Crig (ree in Calgary 


cpus, 2, Tom 3. oll (lees) 2. Gary 
Gap Kathy. 6 Joye 





Jack marl Sha Pia (i in Caley) 
Te Danny, 2. Chey 3. Lae 


CGeey marie Dery McCann rsd i Caley) 
TC Mca, 2 Pati, 3, Drogas 








yrs tn Drubelir) 


A. Lee marind Murray Turmbll (re in Matin 
Ha) 1 Chseer 


Donald (aneding Univesity of EAmonton) 


TIL Mary marl Clayton Hicks (de In Sila 





A Ton (ein Cagnry) 


oh marl Rene Koocon (ttening Unlvriy 


1. Dowty mated Bey Limpert re in Del) 


‘A. Bye rte Lene Wharan (ved in Thre Hil 
Ro ads 











B Jere 











th of Dalia he returned o Bite Manto 

















the north 4H Cheb for several sears, and was 
Saloni afro thr Clabes ea 
inthe Farmer Str of Dela ted ter conmuny a 








The Gris wor pd, ld cies nd oo lr bese ae 





fares the Courtneys tte’ Corkns were fom Inte eked 
et Tan In 1846, the ea the est oso fomloe whe thus 
ied of sar, and tres of sade mig Amer 

















work ea ranches nthe wry days, and le bough and 
ofthe Oregon Short Line mon Simin Sang he ball 








hl went west and worked forthe Union Pale Raley for nie 
ors at North Plu Kearney, Grand Wind, ead inal out of te 
{pach in Ons, Nba 





The pba epidemic 1808 ety dime the Lvs of Yosh shee 
Teevrag lle ih dost ones bs wr igh 


On July, 190, Pht marl Maine Hart Feild of Grand 
‘Mand, Nebr, whee thy ved for a oa rae oS 
‘love anda deparaent of Marta Brohers Depurtnen Sern Gra 














1 as bor fly 1,192.1 wan Jly of he sme year ha ak 

tame test Cae noing fr ne and base ain. Ae 

fe bought the Ke Indlan trading post atte Blake Costing, Mile 
Sing 18, NWT, ht mes eat ol Cachan Sting No. I 
smal pole ith ose Nadine Hat) 






























uring the al of 108 Fok and Fil mbl ew sts fects 


‘On Easter Suny, 10 my suber end 1, ape nine months 
wh Pu Corkins my father aed what wos Yo box ome 
Terie pet sec par, We wore fet olf she ain atthe om gat a 
{E. Bcdtan Coin. teo hundred yds sath be old wd pos 
‘Thoth wy Thonn hit load ae ard a he ing 
Gre unlloneguaer aie wet(oow Clan). 

















Frank cue wos later that 
Io nas od. Netra 
‘he ace wih hore wa he 











ne noted ere hat it ave Boe 
tof cation, nl sang Indiana 








“The Roman Cathie Mls fr the Sou 

Bow River abot wo and oe hall 

he Suis a tbe Mon eee 

feo mle to the nerves the Te 
{lark ermal nrc op the Cuwlot Cnc, end Jak Clark 

Brendes four ae wot there were ely lose 


















Many ofthe timer fm ihe Re Der Ber around 


on tate ey 0 


sean and Ta welt ‘opi 
mt dhe eure Tomlin ae Bly Hye, lack’ Ose Fn 
Foncgen Bill Nes, end Dav Clason Bayon Boney of Deo. 
The NWA. ne ade a ovo! Edy al 

















sr Pat omy pres 
pst of the fac hay land speings sod ster, Meta 
Thal ofthe Hand Hills (RPK pe Hand Hf Blo The ise 
Sees oe ronal as “8” 

(On Marc 2, 106, when 





ea bors wat orp 
isn were vry plone 
1805 Frank and Phil tok & en and 
med overt of north side of 




















Rewrnng © the toate they spent ne dap loking ard 
cn che up of he Tand Hil hey ete Clany by ay of oe 
ser Reed or TH) Rasch. When they Toda the 




















ain mat Desi 





“The had winter of IMGT intend, and they were enable we 
ret othe Hille sl 105, By then He land den eveed 
nt towns and mayo find he surveys Toe fst oe th 
foned ws tn the ore cornet af the NIE 262017 A few Ion 

















‘Srvy pte hed ten etn pe and psd cover hen, 
Sch Had pt the smpast oat of alan, Aft al an bear msc 
“hey fond he pn hd tny then str surveying en tc om A 
ted tundona "wie toc tar democrat whee Ded coud the 





‘sli wie Une Bank drove wes Coming ok te al they 
Fpwed ch the tabi ine wou ran tough the pep sed Mote 
Mountain (he and igor cf the band). They pase hale mar 
tl sound to Gy 








Lae fn ihe all sey went to Gleichen where day ought lumber 

i tos ay snd he ile cote hme ny 

Toothwert comer of the SW. {4-307 by » lle spring where later 
Anna sft homestead sh 

otk Dad and Unse Frank fled wih the surveyor, and went 

Caley and sangeet splcaton wie te Dato Lad Oe 

















using oe, of 1, ay td a ith 
Jambar bolt ou fet kay seen by teen a 

tp ment-loor barn on NW 2-30-17 as «barn or Une Prank on 
the NE HOHIT Thy bough wih chm cuenta rom Chany by 
heme of Yor Baler, eal aan had bly Roeser, Jbt 
Chae 





sed Herman Short alo bail @ band ine 
jer a pep by Ms Ven for the any 








1910, our famaly weived in the Hond Hille with what few « 
tnd 1 ian or on thing). Net morning the pound was one wi 











“Toward the end of Jay pein was grate wo for the Hand 


vans Stal Dae, No 236 





My yourpet sine, Hele, was brn drag «blind wih the 
sssstance of Mex. Ve tod De eH. Leva 
The it year we wee i Ge Hand Ts se wae dll, 


























tant Se were gown The eame Weld War Ov 


To O17 the Tand Hills Telephone Company ves formed ond 
single wt ne wa 








Tn M25 T marcel « young sca ter, Francs Wall, on 
Maca (mow Fort Meckod). Tse fom had come fom Weton 
Meee, tet wd sed at Mal. They med io Amowwood 
Toa ted hve fr fe’ yar a then eared © ace 


We have he iden: Mary Pane, Willa Jeep, an ree 
own My pid Ere Hanwe, af ansaid he are n0w Tg 
Uhl Ty hve tes by! Cal Ken wel Tom 

Bill martial Maton Soe 

tai Rm Test 











i ‘hey lve on the Somer W. B 
‘Sen: By es Katy, De, Lo 





ra mie the yurget Flt gi ene and hey ae ting ot 
‘he ferme oy Lindy homes Tey ve thes cle: Jey, Sbeley 

My sine, Grin eat fom the Gera Hap In Eda 
ton, Wad tebwel the wring peseion fore umber of yrs. She 
Seth vti etl snd ny Bogt the SA" Peeson place where oy 





Tle flowed the teaching pres for # mamber of yea ad 
senate in the Crmspendence Branch, Deparment of Ee 





‘Oar fier wailed tp haying ment om Ange 12 194 and 
othe pel way inne rar Hepa, fly 13 138 


“hey He wh ail fs many lent mcr and thy Id 





‘THE BROADBENT STORY 
‘The Dad. Brot, nd forse Ta, Pe Harry ud Hugh 
came homestead in eproiaiy HOT one 


To marae thei land they tea ope t 2 whl and sunt the 
revlon ade: When the surveyor came gow doput war In the 
ad lowe 





i was wld hat they bil dogo they repctie quai 
‘gt ws 2 ew ty ha et down om tht aod wa Hoes 
feeel in mar very cy ogee In Some of the man of che 
isu ied wend wening there paying cards 








Fred, Hugh and tse Dad wont t Coleaty evry winter for fe 
years to wi rte CP. 
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the road wast ‘of his Dad. "Tom homestead two miles sot 





Feder Hdl ete ery ch, He mn hs minded nd 


van adhere fs Edmonton fr any Jor ale et re 





we Claes mae eet Pee bet bh 

During Wald War One Hay’ ssturinlan, Mc. Fr Brondbent 
al opts tan ed an ee ale eta 
Ee Tor the Hod ile schoo! "pour He mer creo 
‘ifn dee sir hon the ng eon ine 














HENRY DARTT STORY 
Heory Dar, with bis for sons Hedley, Astin, Erte wa Angas 
i 1M apd tak ap racking hen Ir tived to the Find lg 








Hedley Dat moved t Golden, BC, whee be ad «logged 
lamer use ard thn to Tapp lumber omy hese hey 
thd ie or tered. He panel sway one Yor gh 











uaa psd away to yur go 








JAM BURNETT SMITH. 





1 he was knows, came fr Hs the Dog Pound and 
Cremona dies tthe sry 100, tne und wore the 
cing tthe Hand Hil ond 100 He cad Tat Pl 











Dering th ont ort n the Hand Hl he was prep with 
cd Mefudden ns small on ie, 4 te or sasha fe 
Minch They lard hair ow ind tthe Hr Ale ld or 
‘Srl years lt World Wer One a dring th 


Doing the a colemic BIL was on duty day and night caving 
forthe skool the lacs in Dadi ent Ut wa 














i a ben sland noth Biltat be apent 
bas of ht owe money foe andy 





rat hn 
is fr the ek davng he 


























fi, Stange ws way sr Bll Sith wt one man who dl not ge 
the 


owt 1990 he mare Mis Mary Cameron « Sets Ine who 
came ott vt ert the lt Me Ads Beat 





ill sd Mary were bh very Sn of chen apd lay, at 
spit ues fr hem ne Chatman copes Bland Mi Vent 
TS to leap the ltr wondering who Sone rly a. Fic one 
wee Tee Sotto Sana at oor athe and some othe child 
Seal say, Ne a Mi Vem’ 











Bl was a god lamer ae 4 wring sign and kd. Bh 
Me, bad Mtn Stcfyed community Hed prt, dain, nd 
ng te eds ad lor 











They raed many tues ae chicken, 
ite tn gee, fomers sd story pc Each 
penta enple i onthe elying atthe cut 


they leo tok gue 








Daring the Ir years ber beat filed and Mex Sith, psd 
svg Het nee Alon etn ene 1 yi acl Ales 
Tpke so'Aln evel Mis Pre Mart. Bil rind 1 le 
SAAC fe couple of year but hs beth bene poy and 
Te posed nay te Hasna Heap 





As wth all pincers hte pang has Sta vase, Bat thle 





MARRY TAYLOR STORY 
tr Haany Taree 
My Hin Clipse of the sof Home 


“The community of the Hand Hills Sto! Dice was, ad an 
sigue stant 


The hls have ap levaton of sme tw susan hee hundred 
fet anes ee dtnating the sarong Hat pa 


The surpring Wes nthe Sct that er 
clinthng es ieee acetal eer fom the nor 
Some thirty-si sqoure ales to extent, ee deep in peavine and perio 
SS Ae aulting meadow wit popir snd ilo groves dong the 
Redcap. A green ss sting on op ode mel 








"Tie shen, wha Fe Be 


What a wonder park i would ave de had che goverment 
forthe pies tc 2 ate fer ftre gener, 








On tis Woltedlatens the sommaniy of the Hand lS 





Baray ou of coal lam alan, 1 shivered on the Land Otc 
sup in Calgary Dc 19K ll sight te ony pana i 
ofan. ayo my futon night wee tee Ws, 











Soon ar 9 an 1 was i pine papers cosy Twa the 
‘of 15-30-17 West ofthe in Merion, HT full the conditions ald 
we by th a Be 














the Dorethy Grsing athe Rad Deer tothe Land of 


it Gein ad 








We each ot dena 
No sen weary and ad, 





out pom i the mile of nme 








Prior wo the surveying af the ed some pesos got wed thatthe 
land war to be opel ps0 ty moved nr the sate. ad 


Now o continue my marche, As sd we and shut 4 pm nd 
hie geting our bigs we ia dugout om he Be eek nk 
nd ot sep « mld fg to get es Iake Lang was Sit wane 
He weg out plgh and ed is Imbleaboe oe aa 
ts lott ay obese Erie Bat the encore sles 
‘es. Hem Beet th hor hd hve sie 
































T sayed with Me. Log sl heen of ay dung which tie 
{pt ete with hr mar Jk Lng ep a 
sd Hlrman Jobe, the Durst ands he Masons a aly 


yt Jake Long had, 4 ew month prev, bought ei 
‘Stele, ted er to's ‘sneha, a ele eu’ be 
Tonge ssyfve mies 1 the Tae Oe wpe seas tee 























he 


a 








puso, bile, then mined wb flour tiled apna, rolled to 
tbat on st ne, The cal wae sind bahel bid fe seem, 


ee ai eet the meme 





By the end of Mag we were dows 0 a dll, and «ck ows, 
wide el hd. We seal or see on fo Gichen The Br 
Sop he oe-tor rndh soe forty lr south fsbo Hand Hl. The 
Sele up wer Glschen, anther ihocrtve des end then om 











Soreuncion another ey mic By the way, we sll fad ten, 
Soe ite 
Homesteading 
(On reusing inthe fll of 1908-1910 wo cout my dats, the 





sco had ply ange 

(Our platens sel rnd Now Tet sew megs, men and 
women he ete deine to wove’ the wool ead wtp ol text 
‘Smarty We The fdas wee lal hy wah ound sets 





Mand Ms P.O, Couey The Venus Fay 
Mr and Ms, Broaden, Tom and Harry Broadbent 
Googe Moreton The Mass 
The Sobers bus) te Jason 


Wherever the 8 wont, sme ne mut come whe «soa 
os nodal 


Sich washes with Wile a sie {hd ideo do wih 
don sd pig es eT her 
poral ng Me. McDonald, father-in-law of Mr. Les Plett of 


(On king baskwerd 1 now elie how much de diet owe 2 
such oustnningstlcs coming frie cae atthe seth Dire 
cl buco lest ronal wit one pape to Ue in 
cron (the fod loch ry Each td ery oe Or chin 
Cherie mem tht Hered chothouwe by the f h 












Wives ad Mates 


A whole volume could be writen the part thew late 





























No hme dist cold have survived without the ‘Thee 
was the hurr prt Some from fle homo, ow fr en th, 
TEhyap they neve a Boe «cm 

How i hey aj? Toe th child and de ees 
thlten io mone tha Tha ling bol igh pots in mein 
favs potions wast “They tell pra tay, "My people Mee 


(ne of «long If teacher whe mildon name cannot reall 
Ferme Mc Soo clon, 








sched att pod ay 9 
Now hws my tar to bil 


Unde the expe dace rey Peer, MeFades, the 











ing otines cll ¢ gen Rgluhmen, apd not knowing one 
so ane fem ters rede set « er Sac 
Sanfing, bute the yoond i bar cronked a the proverbial dogs 














to Bot Congo’ ste bythe ink, Dan Kump. waste etian, and 
Sines we hal to wit any ower the ight for is appeeance 
Tea he eae um te sever wee vn plete, ech Fey 





1A couple of eat lat, Mr aad Mr. G. Moron took rer the 
alvay and Town 
The Model T made is apperanc,and we wee now farmers, nt 
Progrsn 

Being wba, I wothed re and here, lig my olgtons 
soma ctaly Tsar si 

1, wid hers of he dist ened. Th for four yrs oF he 
ite ace oe 

















tse ik 





el bck and sayed wth 









My ovis bering of my rete exe tothe remit. They bee 
a fated Shek on ty led in nines wa Bie io welcome 
hey hub one tics et towns Dang the ening ne ey 
tip uid ots Barn 





ur erm Ras te yer ld when Maxwell cane Nov 
twat 


my wl Sok sk and ht tke 
stg to Dal tn then by eight to. Drom My we 
I fupeared appends A rae orurrence during ehabich 








A tines Whe them, a in my cae the neighbors act a8 one bh 





ote my ater Mey cn out, and apd 
Sock, upheld the fine tions of our own community. 








Ran o sin, mow o col, she ander gi sb ware rey 
chibi or snes S 


1 id my share in he ati ofthe stholtor,teephoe company, 
round ble Sly ma 


doce we hed ond rad, and ving a6 we di on the Wp of the 
the lim’ with dete ox = 3 . 


(On wet spe we wily Aap «am ares al niht aly 2 
them wth 





1 rember ne sick ight ring heli, Harty Nin wh id 
sou ofthe bls plone oak we uke ny ium dw el ep 
the dot who wes enh wey othe Nin: Mi Nuns wa pect 


1 daly ic 9p mye, wae all way dw nw de gis 
she car coming, aod the dcr rar by tat evening me 
tay te der td baby are whe te as? 

















“The Rabie Drive—1925 or 1926 


(One oe incident lr Ile is yan 





Colpts of Por Farm Fame take so agains a abit de, They 
the we heath po wit made tthe acc of Cabot 





The ahaa bors of the einige gent ong bal ay 
ioe te itn, The elven came on Ele ff he hil thee 
Gripes tbe north Had File te sae af everyting. Bale 
tthe auth, Cor fo the wet 








(Zoo In Hurt) canst ee ws a wick af robbs oping 4 
ee acai t tne te pen, Tey wr dane gly 
Side'agin wes ied el tok our host pl ew poe bl 
rey emg whore T eld them tl eessty sping. Ala fe opts 
Serine ch jumped he fens edo 




















Time Ralls On 
sng, and I wat sit lp al he 
ae Ey ot of duty wee eperaing dey eo own ser 
aod of dy wowed tnd at Doe, tad ad ca ad 


The wat f 1D 
eer Han 

















eats orci, el ny ey a mee 
1d my Ca on bth fot 





ell pionssorHeast Spel #¢ Unrest EAmontn; four 
‘Mary—wth Federal ‘Tex Dep 
xcopy mari in Calgary mo en 





four ee, 





wnt sng. 








Pllp CPR. engin, 0 of Cage singe 
(Spent hoses Calgary he ce, 





Pont Spe 
1 foly—eveten gure 




















ve peatgrndchiln, wh come and tl alloted ways 





Life se for therm tow, bot no bape tan when, hep ade 
nl ach may tos wh the led in Lack pl 











Me, Floyd Randall as handyman or “ack of ato”. f 
snyonds Stok brome the ft ne they cial wa Mir Randall 
Hos omitted yeni, He Seto the Hand Hille to 


In 19K he ought «Ford ex probably the fis nein hee 














From hee he velo Hone. Mi Ramdas sega he 
‘StbeLand Oitr in Hanne for about ten yes 
The Randalls moved so Ean around. 102 and peat sever 


Me Sem Pokingtin pled srt on the land Bacw a the “Lamb 
land He manta eM. Tampa, one a the eer tesco 








rsiethp withthe Taylor brothers, Bacy and 








Seymoun bt sad the Highland ery Barn the tet Bar 
‘wheat io Higiand (Dal) 
Mr Pigs wat nsetr for the Slr Setement Bowed fo 





He wld hi and to Mr. RT; Bek and ore 0 Ponto, B.C 
ster Iving the for sel our hap oved 2. Vio He panel 





Mz, Lambley woe reaching the Had Hills ele he hamesedes 
came he eld arch ngs were all there when Mi Posing 





rd Albert homesiad oo SE. 8-30-17 and SW. DAD. He was 
Mo Bede unde 


nv Kary (Taanave) Bios 

















ef leone bis aiy and the many cb who sxompaned them 
Bene tater, the atly come two grenade, 
Bite od thor seal eg earl other, Ra. They ae To 
‘rnd thr ow bie ont noms a mls ea Red Des 











Me. ‘Teenaman tame porate i the Det of Trevi, am 
overt the comity oe na rom he pret ow of Coane 


Son, ey Clan and Gang, leon homens vet the athe 


Daring the allo 1905 Harve Fat, the fhy-fourih graduate of 
‘he Moire General Hl ne wert fo be the bie of Toy Tene 
tin Tog she was oer fry tthe tine she fete ld de 
12th demand of planering arcs Joy ere tnd Rd Det 
by Ree Good on Janary" 1, 1008 Thar dug Raye wae bo 
Bases S108, enna, Visor, av May 3, 158 


ta 1009, Jay Tenaman aa amity maved o the op of dhe Hand 
Hist « puted bomen, which praetly owned by Conlie 
{Gael "end Heo Couric. Th ip win une mt mone 
byeay sede mach pinning and prepree-wih te lay fly 
‘oh hey ll lay posers and Tsk eligi then 














oe my metbr it poved hands end somo ip with 
‘wo sll Uren, The two loae sont ll eft sd 
‘ere drawn by cu, Two thr eum Beb an Bi, remained eres 
‘owe fam for's ‘mambo of yaus Mymher nee ga at Beng 
‘Supt ilel by then. Th bony er pulled by eh ol py 
[ing ang, een by my moter et fepe rewoa Tg 
‘he'd hee share pleating thee, abe ove got oer he fet 
ern iat move. Our om, Manno "ah the Sued hom met 
Sel behind the bog. Two ed men dre the Ide My dad de 
the Bard Tite bucatin "snyne, "Kaye ony” Te cpl te 














In 1000 dhe were no bridges ees ring the Red Deer Bier 
nl thoy rethed Finegan Par wry down the a bea a iogen 
ery, w severe funder, i 2 deluge ora ie he waging 
My tothe was nace“ the shen othe eyes eb 
Sie ped ed shoe dows tbe il othe waters egy, Connyng 
i tl su ty ks Me Pre why Ha 
the ther bank tothe aust Pguct lates of lighnng lp 
12 banp he cov, preventer. om geting toe we 
trachrous ser The wall or om cin na a lemme tele Wi 
Furth and igh We apo the Hoe 

















by Bab Conglon. By tht tne we were oot af fod enc ft se 
Ay ba, My dad hugh anned sma ta ened em oe 
‘Simple By ang he fend we bd yar 





mm 
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“The smal howe an the homes wat & woo frame srcare 
wish ony treet four to, Our gore were: The Anton Persons 
‘hth ve ildens Pang My Corey to helen. Prana 
Td Gorin fo ved nthe aljpnng Nomexud to the nord Me 
thu Venon Caorge Ads at son td the wet bo rose 
ie Dawson ad th lay ty gies 





“The Hand Hl Scoot was ult out of our place with mooey 
sow nF Court er Te bing hel yay 
‘tung: As my fly was procul” woe da dere mano mi 
Sarde: aso te cons at beard pan for the fit ie 
Shu hed nde sng Tact rected "When ater Card the ask 
hone outanlng Seng T remember some of te evening and my 
thant tthe ise Al hdr wont with hc pret log 
Slr the evga over some wre valle in Blanes and allowed 
‘oly tn scene The nes ste wn st, 











“The rome exten fo sal ld aay wl ot eave ta the 
wih may menor Hach day filed wi tcteen an thing 
Suds ont wi te cy fe "Rss" at make up the men 
the dior Born onthe ama 





My mathe edt ot « rt da, and tld ue many siya ber 
Ie in hee iy tte Hads rail rary fe pone. Geet 
‘read scl atunton re hen THE BOOKS when mote 
‘Sef he mote hundrdeofpars. ol sl have the Bl pinta 
Si oer ype and published in Prk fa 16HC1616: My Dal ned 
{o'te ton purty doen le velecbund alone by Sov. My 
Tecra on walls and id ce abet he Howes ta tei: 
‘The wall tae butte the hageBocble, te Tis pie 
Sretpenom sor prin te tony Tet mol, 











My her old of atm whish i's have Bort pl 
shen Doe dy be called up tr ar meng on the sed. I st ave 
ean dhe fin curio px wogh the Hun Hi There wan nt of 
us, but Ema dpinied owing bat = grat wel af duet 
“seperti UP the il 





‘Toye were scam, but «gett vay wt mide Lott spole—e 
bad lato tp aed ite care wih aps Tor whos ed Gree 
‘eon ier "ta way dll made irons ‘The mae gore 
‘ing mabe: mars mary dal one cd. ond wi the cles 
pra i Bene a die by. Td? have dl ol Tmo ch 
tno have sunt or he sbelat I made wis snl 

“The Peron elem played with us mote a hey wee 
our cont mpi One ay Ben wat Med by" hon opeting 
[Bee gon ht rend, Tho wn no one oad Sor the dot: Mie 
Form tnt fr my sotr and ed eto sew ep My sate 


ps 





























Hate Courney as born on May 23 doing a ere Ba. My 
mother and Mm Voas nent oer ttt. Tie ad mde fog 
Dy, Lawam. They aed home withthe decor sll sae Som 
ws tron ore of harip. len dade ber gest soe 
Eventi 








The Cortes had ie ein ony, Bunny He wat sale or he 
‘then Francs was fou your cd. Many yous late TSew mower sup 
(Prt fou on lig th sae “Boney 





My Dad’ ints ay mere in communi ale shan In farming 
‘become he Jace of eas ul wr vay ot the fol wes he 
deny what we eared pote pon lee He es Inert 

y Inborsaving dvs wed the fn hay wale inthe aa The 
‘leis bspel some wd weched fk 














My mother’s health war neve gd ater 1 was torn. Sbe was 
eotd her aly and tou vay tle A eee ey wes wet 

te, Hary Tayo, eae to taker fo 9 eter es 
sgh bls and alt the tapings She‘wes dub oat 
iting “the chron” evn tocgh my a from tte an fie 
[ys (a werd woksown a hatte and Sly kno) 
The caer cou’ have bee ool ght when Da sl he ms lg 

ave esp, and woul he ws forage ee 


1 became bord gute qi and drei Vic and. my at well 
could (vas oa for and bal) an deed we woul! p> wag 

“nor to Mane Peesoa' a1 td Vics Mame Peru ha, bot 
handy wth dicing when se Ht thut mich "Mama 
Vers sil be god to sce ot” wax a much longer walk bt Bong 
ie wordoie ena twenty dope bem mand. ot ey co 
‘The Venus saw tong teogh the sow sad George wes Sem 

to meet oT ssid tha ata Vic od wan! paaely 


When the Kishen oot opm, we mee whi fle and 1 mas 
pt acres Mama Veou's Ene rein tr order, Tete ci 
‘lt Mama Peron’, Hay Taylor and Dad sed tan ser My 
Mother had become hyde oa nrg me Hd ad ae 

the ouch andthe cdr” tng ews exy to wack th 










































Ie fa ond Tdi civ the these ponent whee 
‘She day when Daddy land ater to . 

sect ofthe Canad Noten Railway was working wes ren Sekaon, 
"Te dys of ation and potion weve song os Gan Ie was ea 
Ihe thet sere meal bea town relay dvtoelpénton the 
Sof the presen town of Hanon, Many bomeeedr mete ate ptt 























roving ape Sone a the Tian Tle mae the oreo te 
Sotters igh ath we ofthe tata tape nay ome 





mograpber rm Minot, North Dakota. She had done typing for my Taber 














floret cn ipmenier the day" her tne peel oor place otha 
Brest I had been Tong wk fromthe Sts Mis Rs 

mvp iy wma wat pati! high go aoe of the owe wae her 
tat dine male taste she one ne at Tats 
tan andl lower ave tha she" "eld Bert 





ly Bre Rata “Dee” athe wt kay eveyone, ped 
sn pmo opto fr beng ny. Ho hat sep wy 
trikes wn cemed wow oof aowt hems Wid wo ton 
ite cmunty, be wt calle oo chen fo edi end help lok 

Dad wes edy pone psn de the move to Copel: He 




















‘Ste advantage alos te dee with Ph Cotey. 
‘One final story frm the Hid Hil rings to mad the ight 








ISy Riven frome nied aly demoying eth ts pee onl 
i bene oat othe bank the Ral Der Ber, 

Séseal women and children ghee a the Peron bane, wil 
‘he man were Bigg re lp oo abl nck oom Ta 
‘tog ed vied inthe Kichon Te wat te fit Sie Thad sen ard 
herd 





At igh T waned fra pt the By, When oy oder wok 
tne cuties lcd tte Er em te vio tt ett Where T 
Could me he ftir end Gir hoe soos gana he Remes 
‘Roe eve coming bck man cn herb came ltt ya Hoe 
fader war 0 urn and Malan that | ald rege wal he 
Soke tha es my dad on sur Balin, “RagribePony More 
fey sack were tele te bad ae bck fr He, 


2s 



































We let cary on «sng day, stl ut pga by te al 
sll thecal sthere-svar of sonpoes it abe apetion AL 
fn fda te next mrmng we eve at the lb had 
eo bie es 

‘Our hapyy yet “The HE” ed ended and we tae ihe at 
family to sede ar rede at Copeile nich later mas aed Hance 








have bard ny mathe pak ofthe bai, pti and ory 
of hai yar Ba howe all asthe yl ae undead of 
the fend eae dig thee dys 

Thase ae the mem of fin-yeol, Thy lack the inden 
‘nga realnton ofthe wit and bens tnd online af the 
Aevelopment ‘They were happy days lor soll cen who fet they 
ere thw nad cre fev when hugh short by ion 
wee fa pare or ge, 


‘THE JOHN AND CHARLES GILRERT STORY 
Nix Esser (Gast) Ket 
Io and Chuslie Gir came tthe Hid ils an tok op thle 
mata! 190K They Ived n't and made pt See et 
‘ceed wagan fa! umber fra, which was den frome 
fb ith ae 
Mather ond cane fen Det, Unt Sts in Desmter, 90 
My taser abn. mee ott Scer wilh seaman. orgy, ead me 
proceed with sr pa ty miles ont au home on te rs 























ret SA Beem Ace 





All wont wll unl 1914 when fee pose aay sey, We 
"buck to Ontario fr to Jeu snd tan made noer eb 
Wo 'the Hand Hil Ath tne Uncle Charcoal fal reed 
' Ona with ax He wat ery i the te tnd oly heed Torn 
‘Bor ne, Well ate ing Inthe et 











1 wcll our schooldays Un the Hand Hil, vn and Troe to 
shal on 4 roy ann aor way we ul pk ap at ey deat 





Life had oof hardships white there, et il, we ll ave veep 
ema uonore ofthe Hand Tl 


‘THE FRED McFADDEN sroRY 
1 Mas. Hise (McPatoen) Coowrs 


‘Wel 68a at one yur aot oe 20190) 
sua Tae tm HasbargGomaay Tea ay tha pm ok 
























and went to work for my ster in Wall, abo, at et dollars pe 
ERT Rae tout The h whee Te Bred Maan, He coated 
i anon tough Teo ilk oe word of Eph. After « 
Fe vende T congue oe lngunge foty well Pred was tee 
‘Shs Whecing Vig Aapur 007 he wat ld ome thle 
Aeternus Sad ad psd sey, Tet 
fans sys et of Cari Alber wert to Prince Reger. 
Brash Calum, we my ser tnd brother sated sem, 
Itandey The best pa tthe land ie son Ide, eld 
thee unde ond Hay aye a yeu, and sll do 











a September, 1909, Pro came to Pine Ruger tke me to the 
‘tnt Te ge mar September 26 THD in Pier Rope 





SP Reverend! Rial We want on 1 bocemocn ip tthe 
Purvis Sextte Wat wondefal te we had! ten role a came 
ih Fad edge 

rat vk of October, 1000, we sar back 10 Canta It 
so cil wi evo fet of oom, at | hed op an high verbo, 
fig tered vo many wm tes tt I'd Tonk ta The 8 
Wacol ier dye We bn to drive nut miles fea democrat othe 
Nicfadlon stack Mes Mean, Fs se, was'a mond ld 
thaws ey godt me 











I ebout thee weeks Fret for he Hand Hi with lumber 
outh tbl our tele by ighcen cab one Boece as 
athuel homestad I sayed wih hi mtbr, ster sod to bee. 
{ish ae me, te sh a Bapy Bee! 

Me 0. 8. Rihdon bpd Fred bil ut xin then Fre 
for me We hal hayek flo frit sod sold Howe Coon. 
target Led Er tyne yar vying mas scnd-handy ut 
‘oy Kichen bles wih har nal wae wd tp wae prod 
and ied to Lp i glaning whic though the year Tt al two 
rae nwo Ove bell Ty Pound of ur etd tv oar see 
tts parton tld twenty powdered xan went ponds 

A shat winter Feit willow pons on the prasad ort 
He sl the se Hh Tamer ewe hgh ey ee ch 
the no tele toy sven cot ich for pint: One a i Hero, 
who tied whe Me” Earn far i sow They wer ltl oon 














‘Our nearest nln ithe winter of 1900 were Mand Mrs 
Seo al ter sen-yenr-old son. They Ueda tt all wer wa 
fad hay far's ent Th by slot the or The pod i ape 
thoy bo small furhole dn soe wit an on. He fd ctor 
fart nuh of tht win I ean eee Mix, Stes oly Yu 
aml own oy early was s wonder lt the days 


28 






































ne 





Ms 


ale 
ae 
Se 








Ther thre wr Mr and Mi O. B. Richard, oe ale south of 
and i father ad tier Ine she ond fo then 


Anothe half mile south was Char and Mr wing. They were 
tn our etmatian, rich ncn osha ud rake saber ss 
ser ner fan Realy delceu! We cues ard nub) 
jem ata 





“wo mile nor of ws were Me, a Mi, Vena Me, Vous sd 
to lt eae fr owing hin Inthe summer 190 se me my 
iy date wile Td er nero 

In the fl of 1909 Psd ond Bl Sith opined a cael mine inthe 
Rosy Jack Bll Colon They tol cl af oe dolar te dt fe 
feo noun Pra Bil and abyene che hat wend mea 
Freie nts pr mel We ad's lie ok shack at te mine 





The year of 110 was very dy. We tony barack all of ren 
fed ore ew ae Ped planed 

‘Ours mil com was so wid that Fred a se Bah fe ind 
est top ber om [cing ile he wn tng bar She die give 
‘Soath mih wo mn bute wen we mente Coamdin MePuidin, 
‘Sey'nide wwayythe would send bets ll pal of ute ao me 
itn, tnd seme ceiose. What waco gt that wa 








‘We had no buggy so when wo wnt ing the eightor, Fred 
Ai gan orange tate on 8 soncon, the lang ope 9 
all ma by: eraock 





The night of November 19,111, oat aby Hen Masi came, As 
tuck would*have Ne had Bose Lewom ving thie tla oF 20 
From ve Find fumped on my pony Spier and went foe Detar Lawns 
"Them wee lt of ow and ihe hae cil’ ee the badger Ble 0 
dwn hey bath wen Fred itt head snd ot cl for swe 
[AT hi te I've alone lathe cabin, pt Gaon and wih Hs 
fp td toy bays Aeron out Ped and she Doce came 
Doter Lawns wr wonder He bred wal drt aby. Ste 
ornare afer td fer grandee She ure and Yet near 
‘Gino Her usted na Gromenoe 











Dect sod Mr. Lawson spent ti lt days nea Vicor, Bich 
Colaba ued tvs nite Vetere Hope ed in 1985, 


Frank was form at ome In 184, Doct Mon cme t help ot 
cut at tn tines Ale he Hand Hile Cob Howse wee bul the people 
Stel ote othe ake on Stays. Ont dy Peony fs four year 
Sid ke tog Sh oe Ms la ot «wollen Wrst and ree 
fim tn wine hs he vo kate st eo, aril Pear 
hy end ‘they ail ead on thespian. They have tre 











Bk, Donna, Pans ed Jone, and all mee 
EI 














While he fay sae al gether wed aly onde ie 
coon wih tormony, Hd. dans at the Hund Hil, Sool, nd 
Sit then MF id my baby when ewe oly 


Monks ll She wes ay in an omige ere bend the tg al 
at pls bn eneew acer engi 


"A Ble cos he tobe Bt of box me, Na Nino and 
ee eed wheat sve. Non wool ais de cam 
10 an kept hows lor her brober, Hoi. om the 
inated be er mare Mr E Dud bene Harry 
eho schol the om Nove Sco She teoph la chol and 
tna acc OB Rites home 
Wess to go earl pts a Mr and Mi Jb nthe wines 
‘ne ight me Ett fg abt ig ttl ara 
trp ess Ble we gr our henge Tremonber pint © 
pris he Cain home thd tte fs. Coins bamemade 





















‘We wed to Hep sep om on fr inthe Hand Al, Fal and 1 
rd se shop wo TSE ond 180 fr tL gave tele 
Mem put ta me ae po ll thse tor foe woo gt and 
Si feet thorfve yr ol. The name othe gut eM 
PO. Court, Mr PM Jterg ball Nl, As Andon E 
Kory, W. I Bla Mary Sai MC MeN, F.Galaper Mi, Pe 
S27 ML Milian fou Lio, N. Hiatt, S Mow, J tery L 
Monell, Mex Bilofeny E! etadion, (Pot, Jon Bel and Ms 





























Tnnce ‘This gui bingy ender of he en dye btn 
EDITORS NOTE: 
‘Shc this write-op Ernk abd Post! McFadden have rented so 





ed plat eth bu yt we da not how whe ey la re 





“THE ROY LINDSAY STORY 
1 (Roy Liny) came fom Alon, Nova, Senda i he api 
wor Caden Buh CoomSia, whe bad eon, Holey. Dect 
Teese wih fim a esau ab ol the al whe mento Clr. 
They hd fas soe up the Hand ile homed sn 

















long wih tot ors Indaiing the Ine Mi Som Putliogion, Te 
mt esd, ie beng the rave goarer of S420 17-4, Me 
Feeling et ihe end tom the roa fm me Later on it 8 
Pectnion log the potas quarer of ZE-DEIT-A Thon iat 
Fens t bon the smh quater of 205-174 fom oe eae of 
iaite Mt id, making al of for eed and eighty ce 









































on Mr ap nda 1985 








‘ho then liad in Cals: and aio anther end, Lene Tala 
ind wt Thy wo coe ut fr i mech lay ond 
aoog with them” Mary i row Mrs Pat Call and ves bet 
aly She has sre hie, Jol, Mary Ban, and wand Ar 


















nthe all of 157 we ddd we wre geting 00 old to cry o 
{got so T could mot do sny avy farm work So'we delle to sll the 
pie Tt wor with mach vege w ml bt the ie cres ne oe 
(ete le or hess tls ol fm wok” Wester 














to'Me lay Grog in November, 1068 an Tony. jer om te tie 
tf our mariage a eting op wore He Har ile 
We moved Calgary, it ery comforable home het t 1420 Tih 





‘vente Neri, ed ive woyed ie guy sce hat time We 
a or ld rtrd he Hind Ti bt so any ave red te 
{Gent Dive nd tear be younger oes compltdy ile 











{THE ALLEN nROTHERS 
Wolee Brace Alen cane fom Ontario 10 vised at 
Provo It wnt the tht they ead abut lard the Hod Hl ng 
Ter homestads te ne sommer of 190 thy aed 











They both Sl bad on tht ames a he ft a 
vs Dull Bros one suthweterner of the SW. Da 
FHS sin had Si 36-2511. Wl on), 38-9017 whee he bl 
1 Shack. That wine they ment Golden, BiGy wont nab 














Brace weot cart and mae on Ontario il in he early 120 


Alter they los el Bre end elgg in arm re ey bolt 
ro went to Beh BO, Ine 











Wile played aaball fr the Hand Hs bull em om 1811 
1014. He pt many of she say Chir wih he mothe, 
(Onur and away bgt Sek sever buna pound of de 
arpls whe he rere the sings hey ae the at pie ste 
‘ert Mex Alen nade sore they re the Rat salty aps ha ber 
‘Sn boc heck hs nigh 








Tn the very cari 1205 he ele «very ne ls and ban 

zh MB he ats Ela Bale tt Bn 
A. Flt) dang the carpenter vk I was sch 

with ee (nine fet dp) ta esl fe an fom howe win 

Viton yoann ihe lar ng fa, 

















Wal onic fm and raed sot of god grade whet ring 
‘he jus al World War He bu gain ten Dla wre stored 
Hs Gn an ol be heat scat and he pie sled him 


In 1908 Walt bought eweny-morc Roney separtor and fe 
st Chae Meri i ween, da ie thing, 
Jenrs dhe the cng farming methods wel the shortage of help. 

















194 he sl is amo Mr Sam Mare. He vd in Dai fo 
ate years ae a tht te he sds ballin f land nodes 
ala (now owned by Haber Sn). Was atest fing 90 
fe tied to Calg, a aor tre Ente Home at le 
tthe he puedo. 











‘THE MORRISON FAMILY STORY 
Hv Matt Monaion Moss 








she oof Meroon tow sands" Woen be towel i he did't ke It 
Becan  had no urs lenin T90,b Hed Miny nn are 
fart ten elas pa for Homes’ rg woo in i gh 
felons pose, When they teved to ty syed at Veo nl 
they tl the fst shack en the propery. Stow thar ome war com 
(ere bot mot ey dg op the foe. Aen 
ere ty ith thon forse and they had a lau ne 




















‘Genge feruned so Onan 1910 to try San Fone Ha, ie 

re poston ce by rail Aire ‘There 
rd fori aah ayrad upon which they Hadad 
Ti har avr clthing tnd gree: Leading cow hy me 
‘Mes caunay to wee thie toro shack seed) Tel apd was 
‘Soule bythe sow tnling bind end Mix Moron len spb 











ex two yeas Mr, Gaope Mont ran the Hand ils pot lic 
loving en Burrs Pome EH. Matis at he Me Re Congle 
‘oc Chde sks td to hl all hem en Day 








feat deal of plas or expansion’ He bat» new bara which sell 
‘uct the lamsted and bed plan wely 0 vole he erga ore 
Ig tore incapuclned as yen went by. unt his passing in 1026. 
































Tol eon die during idem 101 
le gi whom thy ancl Jen. Sb 











Som tnaee 

















smelt Dela tre She mde heb 














he Had Hill hos 





tis wnging des with Start Manley), 











Hie played the guar Tor danas wth "TomMabeth sg played te 
wih Tt big th Faby sine lr was 


e105 he mule Mabel de Hin Hl. They 
hlden: Derig'e eater (Me, Marin Puyehnyt)y pow oh 











(Chal pied ty 18S ot he ery age of anyone yas 








a 
The 


{THE CLAUDE P, ALMOND STORY 
wares ny Cuavbe Assowo 





1 yas torn at Pabvn, Liclnsie, England, in 1892, 1 tet 
inlets hit ott a te age ren and came 10 Gickben 
FrSn tere Tent ont bping dal wale tor 

Fear san bm tad Er, fom four be 


eke 


Joly 001 Taped Bob: Beck bal wo lode f tbe tom 
set Bilton tote agd Hl ok fr and bal aye Then 
Sede wo sy we te op 4 Bares ard pre-e 














to the fal of ewe {ould Tuber fa Manson 1 ul «Rae 
sve at tet om Msn’ s te way bao ce beh a 
Wi tme: Munson was Senty afer sms We 





In she winter of 10121 hauled wate for the EL. Vanes out 
wine oot Satlieing dn the Hand il anes wo Hand Hil 
FRET TTOIS heed Me Veo do breaking with his hp ot 


Le aie fa athe same yar bed for sheen cut 
Tesch st Dain, ned then tack to dhe Hand Hil, During 
Cian IBIS mortd i Hugh Maso's wo aot Masons coal mie 


Th 1914 {say wih Erle Back and ned on Dr, Laon pce 
soa Hobe ting ey om pls 19 the fll of O14 baa 
SOS FP Bi thon athe nner of TL4I915 T worked for 
Rettoet, eng cate for wen five dallas » mh 

915 T rk with the Vents ok the wir of 195-1016 
1 led Tomny Somme tft Tor handed ees tht bonged 0 
{CASTS tr heer 9761 putt 5 smal cp of ox 











Te the arog of 1917 Dick Bal, Jockon Howard, Orca Pet and 
1 welt RED Beet and ae the 82 Bata In Jay we mee 
Lani sure Camps where we had god tine I he fll we wet 
wre aeons hens in Clgny anton Noveber 26k we wee 
wes Ahr: Nor Sa, On Dumber 101 wet to the etal 
re ee su, where 1 met Bente Robison, who was nung 
Tie ted ere mad we Tal poten 




















"When we came nk to the Hid His w se ld my wile we 
wold Bo Si Tore the for She wh we had wo ap the 
Tekan had spl running aoa nthe Door ashe dd 
‘eles Shears ec One sige He man or dp came er Pose 











When Hallowen came slong the tchor oye came and sad 1 
tnd SS ith tow bomew teers take fore fee. 1 
TNS I's a mami ny, wd had to say home. Then one of 
then Lat ep" ibe wilde owe gmt nl the ose oF me 
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ted 


1 the seing of 1912 els England wih, my brother 
ne Lect sy ta Cann, Robert Bek pet me at Gch, 
ie Seer marl te iy arm, and thie ol ty ther were 
SMU AREE Hie" We urveled by democrat for three days reaching 
Blade where we expected to fey te eT was TPO 
Oe eT oat Ny husband ok she whey ofthe danpest 
st CS de but” The tam swam sare We reat ome 
the Hand Hil dhe chid wii sbout ine ok 








1 wll emer he so 
se someting ager 





he gory gave oe nig. This 
ole ‘They led “carer” 





Since thee wes only 30 acres rks, the hari was 90 
We luted cael formar ig.mall vie wily which 

ws bot tom te Hand Hl to (Congo's) to Mr Trem 
1 had ot Tog been hee when the scoatacher came t baad 

sn haere one sales Tom scoat we proved ber wi 

THkudi Mite tide T fad olen 0 shaw od Inthe moming 

1 ae el Se was # ay il td the flowing fal Tt 
Pi age une 











The ear were ih. They, were «now expres for me 


My bucbad baled omer rom Gein fr our fist home. Hs 
lade te ba arses ere 





"We liked fervrd 10 vt fh my betes on Sanday and 
ro Robes bot, €.Ezie Hol, who ned the “Cuff Cone’ 
Ae spt soe wry happy tie thw st yrs 

We had four buses by this ine aed theo four eas. We wt 
Mess hep rll went one day and came bck the et, Sone 
er Toe Aman cat ar ebut 1913 Da coe Int ben 
‘Tis wes drig tbe dank yom of wat when Raber broths 
Be sie Shade Alnnd, ad oo ol my brothas Jack an Oa 
Be cae rts we cmicy. Ny youngest beter (Ona 
lst ot etn, bu reas France on Vinyl 

















‘Wermnde bate nd raed ta te tae fr gods. There wa ie 
cut ote extn 

1 sal never forget the fst hairy expired, wat home 
ood cre ind nd nite of bal were ute egheng 1 me 


a Jaoary, 113, ou let oy, EA, mas brn, a me of oe. 


tie MAES te kind pg, Mr, Quah, who wast may 
Beer help br was ala birn when se eed 





Tn 1914 we had «sersher wih ut wo was Yor in Red Ds,» 
she wes stn 





a0 

















foci resent tn Dela, Dr. Toga, ‘ 





Jn 1925 with ou he chien ri, Gen and Hare, we mond 
to New Zealand, but ott adores hue ele oe ee 
Beck og the Hand Hilly 61a when we bit the bck fee 
ihe and hat had lorry fn Sam Podge Abt Vt a 
Giese tard farm four males Sree a Cle tat we 
Mr Waltce Share ler bt Cay: Harvey wie ie ee nie 




















"THE RICHARD meLL. stORY 
King’s uritoo for fry yeas, He aw sevice in Ina, Capa ta Male 
in 185 atthe age of twenty-one Ys A Un tne eee cat ee 


‘he vonnget argent in te Bs force wat Soa ate 
War eran Hs asthe ay te 











He marti Flatts Sues of Beighon, Engen, dash 
Greig Alr the, Bor Wat they cae "p Coeele nneS 
‘hey pushed enh cen lt west ef etm to Cale 






My beoher Jack aE (Al) wee 


Dain the eee int of 105 my Bad flee eve ln We 
sc ont too alee ond moved tn Kelape, Mento, Kale wag 
ods Boer Frat was torn at White Fa Fake Kall Maca 


1 191, ou ts decided to retaey 4 Alberta. Lering of thi new 
Bring sted hey et ont re Kale dest fai We 
tcp for one team. The road, meoty tras over menntany trough bru, 




















Wi came over the tragle Frank Seo «tell wing ned out 
seat the eka and bute tts 0 windy Crt ee foe at 





i 


my 
iy 








TERE a te ek we to monte camp e 





Ae living a rine plas for short pid, Rlntow and Muse, 
sw stl Inthe Hop esr 101 Bed ae ma wth WB 
‘Shana Fed Medien Thy bth reared tt "Di nas he bet 
ied they sold Hee Bs Dad ds cae to work for set, 
Pash nucd by so many yous i te sve Moving 0 eh ea 
ry ed on or the at so mtr whe we ated Moth ways 
veces sy ue fe an se bad the at of ing le wh very 
ES ER fone Eni womea ate endured many. Rarsps, wih 
Eng 

augur comele st hoa Jak and could ever eget hao 
iaetlan Reade wiih we started it» nen es. 

Te was a ihe Hand Hil Schon we formed a itine asain wb 
cet Ro and Cosge Vena: Med arene Manon the Peer 
Sean Gracy Ty sd Ben The Gourney. Helen, Fes ot 
‘Godin ao Charis Koh ad halen Sern 

‘Wien war bake ot In 1914 Da, with Clie Ald, Osa Pet 
sit Jka Hews ened pth tbe 1674 Beton ede Colon 
ituon cf Monson. fara party wat gen at “Ded” Vents Dad 

me seat in England 
































asin the four years o ware ved th Jb Pet pa, Mather 
Aus sewing or he Rd Co She ade eeal desing vo 
[plems ard brogee We dle stended Bl Shel where brother 
Pc bean gine one under Mi Cay Robinson (Nie) 








This was the very bot shoo] we ever aide Teachers ike Mis 








Seat Sent ser and van; Mie ant Ber! Bock. Me Mlle 
sete abun cond ever hep Thy pone taboo 
‘Fbnowldpr anni thoy cold fol foe Pup of Bi 





Tira shave den high atone Im eer Held with ses. 





Those ateling Bll sing or Sor yu were: Bay Bin Babe 
ted Hote Laney By and Then Adams Hane apd Lawrnce Me 
ough Ale Jet aed Ere Bes ue Bar i art Ease, 
Jean iden aod ‘Dosay Richards Sima and lied. Anderson 
‘By Ros Brenda tod asl Rowe 











The grade <ieht as graduating in 1010 ware Baty Bhi. Fey 
‘taal el Mari Elona tol Datiby Ricardo, We wae 





Falling the war we moved to our Dad's hortad at the top 
of Covi Cruce Dat reve spaditgadon and hap 4 few bors. 
it war prety lace a thre war at Sbondance o sation. The 











army walng apt Dad n sped coin nd ene at seventy your 
alld milo ale ey Sturdy fo pay chs wh Be FG 
Fidhrts Dancin Campbel sed Mi Dawson, Bad pao wey I 1312 


fick tine ab 
dnt EH ted 


M 


Exot snd hit wile Helen Ive He ined fn 
mechs abl scion in del He alas worked eat dal 
Ieomtetoe He ment for yea in the ie fc. The 

‘ican wih ba Bicker ot Educ bined ne Calgary Unvety 
Fe taj fn nathan ad nem White Hse 


1, Aly gradu from Garbo Ba Cals bot dia ke 
otis wok Sond oni highs, graduating os South Cages 
{High My tae ting wee taken at Comoe hr obeined 9 
Feat Cas Cate Tle work Toad Inereing and rwaetng 


er He barber a Sir. Pally be bought 
tod didi 1930 























Rao’ Nort: Ale marsed met Howard i 1859 a the Tom 
Make arm north of Deli, Th Tan sory eld nth ta Howard 





There i avaye  begnig ao we wl ttt the stg te 
ign rfted in Crlgoye on Moa, STB ter lng n'a Foc 
ire Splimachen, Betth Calais Al ne ie wes hares om 
fil sone chickens aod wool war the wind Bawing 


running his monk tam hitched o 2 wagon, Ine part ofthe world 
Ii "nr oie nal What we 
‘where he had ranched foe several yeas unt the honistwades go too 





an ben ning ahd enogh fsa" hen Margaret rv 
‘May ity aeompariad by our te se Rey, us eda, 


meron pets cope mca ice ee 


Monay was mony tone day But mast oop emt 
witha We had croup te ge bade Bh Calum Wie got 
[ib tthe sine melee pub stale fr Oe oat amore Howe 











ae 


neh 
oat 


ay 


i 


ai 
sd 


rived 


for Te ead of mys mt ise Hoa, who wa, born 
in SpeceerNow we wee ay each ne bpiog the othr. dd 
Sue"tey ane lind we favo ‘eis nd tat sore ble 





We soy ea he sty shot he outa on Bab 
Congs pice The Tamme would tock thc, plow sare 10 be 
eres Eee wang wold snk ale Mace tinting 
see stich be had ose gui sms dene. Soe asked Bob 
Tre hime new tlchue nom Ser, whee Bob wet for ops 
Beye “the baconth weber chamber adie 
‘Suan put where hi deaking water was apt. When the farmers 
ck whee the drinking water wat the Mca ent over and had 
(ein ou the bd abo "The arm stopped ig wae? 











Wringtl t ageseveny-sue,Lam guite frp of pening 
toe ths tie pear he young lr fee very pet thing 
re the sey of the young bite wh weed all dy tm Dil for 
The em Bat ht te om bad Spon is wedding day! Adie 
re Ee ete abot te neigh who ad” ooght is Nt new 
Eebaand he bt few dy, He gt all deed realy to go 1 
‘Steen vo mee hl de an ound he asd srt the a He cme 
see eco lace ond ed me op him satis ea. So on 
in othe car {in tne et ask hi Tr the kyu Hew 
“hn tt el, Erg op he By 














Soom we ae slong 19 1820 whe our wand om Mac aid, We 
ae seen Feds ha ted to sb tod Roy i ig Deer ing 
EEN ie tt gating Dock oem, Bor Rey Fst od 
Ferhat mou back Boe maybe the Wack cloud 
ie lng co tow Roy tas tase to make mos of he hls He 
i put tn many hand yer at Reky Moustlo Howe cling st 
Tif i und ars Te mare fle Osborne aod Uh have mo 











‘ar cle daoginey rode mano Iohn Chenat They have 90 
chien, LaVerne tnd Radney, tao Freda anon Ue a 
un: Chit ete Calpy: Doris ns, Fra Bur a 
FRED Shinai Batch. Calmn Thay ve thee cilden, 
Joan Gary a Alin, 


‘Bats he fourth, mri Pal Kilian an rng 2 Dei. They 
Indo se Denl we death oui 195 med on? Dappy 
Inthe 'war no ppc boy than’ Don! 





Mac the ith maricd to Lous Stab. They. ave the bos, 
oon Haney tnd Boop anda trng tx the Hand Hi 





Here we arn 130, when Joyce rived. We at lh! oye mad 
Roy Peer ub ihey have sit cien Tes, Mylene, Ces, Ant 
ete ed Roehl ve a Kitna, Bets Columbia 











We avendel ur fie Hand Hil Sapede at Jak Mile’ Rane 
IBIS One bg ser deel bea sunny an the 
end phe hi. Aone pin be ccd jmp it Bey 

"ee ony managed ott fall wy inal onthe ont wha 
“That wth eo wid he sale ho were stig he 
Ty endel on the around 

















Thee mist be someting sl aboot the fl—tbe most tet 
auf alte yer! When the them and Nee er 
‘ing ie bole wed bute ada ee the soe ples to 


‘ho lets be meters ad dues whl the meas aed ches 
te regu ar abou xia, One year when Francs Cure Al or 
Teens ely wh 9 plant sep ‘Upon ping my bil Fan 
SLM ne wee powert rete ie ak hat mar something fd 
eee tse bel td what ory ad fll weight or my gra 











Then there wes dhe ine inthe 18 when farmer had foo es 
andl poorer pce, Hwa + eam of ot 

time) petcor of the armas to Wiow Cre ig co. 5 
Frome archive mle Oo mrnig oo my wo to the Bn 
toured ll te Ronee ng. the diggings and coming hone 

fhe oes wirking a pang dtl he cal aod there wee to 


























“There ws ene flow ho othe soa heey way: Jobo Merb 
haa on in ot fe ms fm Dla nd sf ms haling 
Tie wer spy fem Joe's ine When be dh at Jade sal 
tet you can shang a hands ale wl py oe he eal 
Bot J sad“ ust havent dat mush hung, The ll aie thw 
‘ur wh i at lao he cg he ed Jo vo shane ie 
ina ler Ml John die ve any ehange Thi ine Jon made 
2 gots el andthe bald hen "Cano thang = handed 
thir bil? Jor sity “Sie Tia flow romp ‘eld 
ine to tig the bed tor bil So John weve che he 
tency Note ee: bat ion yar thr winter he oe 


























pled wi ba wall ed te young el we thay were deposed 
sith dks riled cons und rps toon et tbe dance Those dae, 
we dis hve ners») rr Saad his radi One night 
Tne flow gkng tp aero, crying water om he pap 
I no radia There nas «sca of tr toning fom hs ee THs 
{elo show “Hey Milian, sme snd po you Ragen ths itr 
toa ligne why feat gti al out morte we rar led 
atv db col et Wel he ot ba on 00 an 
1 would be fiat to forge when we butchered cll, dread 
sieht two hoped pound dled i toh soe In ast Coe sey 
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Mo 


ay 


milos dive sod recived twelve dll and we were cle 1 take 
tc Gnd i inte cw i iy 








Aether coumple of working for voting. Frnk, Lomas cippa 
UNSepin cents Feenk wrote a leer o Burns ‘and Company yng 
st that Tam chambering ene cows or my Beth Yo at 





a Bure lone on hilt When ei inthe Hand Hl 
te cultet spec Engl lnghage Someone ad him ge 
veer Rate ard mis Iwi rbet so pon the phe Whi 
SEE Sezeide the cope Kar ent toe soe so ood around, He 
Gie'e'Gral pease Ber wi the plomre of age on 3. 
ele ling tate goer He mu up seer batches 
SPIRE Sr se goers were fn et fat ti de By talking 0 
Sef is aire he dora that be actly was feng the 
feobers 

"Thr the flow who ba help cher ae Hs be al 
1 wl came oc te morning ané lp jou eat down and carry 
Wee apn ane hers“ tat at have bbl Bey 
“hot nthe fan oso que 











Tn consaig these rte, eat. hat ali all he Hand Ht 
wes fe sed hate people wh Ine thre inthe uu wel be 


“THE LAWRENCE MORTON STORY 


1, Lawence Meron, was bom on Reboary 61917 © Klngey 
soa tke Morin n't bomestend ck. Tok my aboolog at Ee 
beset 








1962 diel wo gt ou in sis bg worl ad yt fd work 
wa tte of some f ther of th eouney ed. At ing 
The Seus" oe T dolled ett LG. then down ino Wachingon 
25 TB, ertng wherever T sul id work Tom reared the 
Find He's nal my weve | fond place T Had. bet than 
the Sdcr od il t hame” 














T reed sme I fom, Exes Peck i 1006 and got my fst 
sa ol tng tm yom The nest your Fences Petrock and wee 
fruriel We ened the Poe tar Yor a cope of pert wkd 
Tag's te fra erro two bere resin eng ot» al 
eon af Don Komp and the Gaogeonn oc! ase 








191 fs fortunate soma phase 5-90-17 en dhe ween 
site the Hand Hy fom Bc Fone Th land wat ows te 
‘hee Dewsor tod fieny Quosiick bomstads. Ae there wore no 

















uidings om the place we rt che bul ose Hany Tale 
Flow from ‘Wile Tu foe myear wl we ge same bung eee 
ftom schol sn 1348 we urchaw th guarer how > the 
peo ln Renee ow at bg od 
Ths ple toon Fred Richer. This complete he land we Hoo (0 

Pa ttl ol few incident he cmd coma nw 























“The one cp happened when Twat beabog& sre. pony: 
“Things were ging ge wal when uldely the pony decd tha thu 
Thr head sping the rile of oo. Trance nl it as! Lawrence was 
Mog the ony the they went hod te hayeee bo eo 
asp cote tare ody tn pen ce 




















‘stale ond no ble 

Another Incest wit when we ware hangin fond tick 
thin ‘te bare I'mordsving dome the hil eae the fume 
the hanes Boe td the ck come up ap he et an They 








Soul hd ak sgh ht col nh ue woul hve bk 
psa, whith ha Ue ot eel wth he pound we ight the wey 
‘ert, rc load of pean Tet gt rg the oo 
‘thee the pp ne sping Wont esd ogg tt same Ot of 
Sheet No Gc, ay ing wes damage tn mh ba what to 














She any ae aout the Une that traded team for 
told the rot while I iced em pd’ woul sat de 
{ae ready. Wher sk he rns td sped he rock bade ter 
tego. Wal thy both fn at Son They mote to by thy ws 

thn the so even make tate spall Fae cy woul 

Beery 




















We hve eg chides, Durloe is tnd to Chae Smal 
“The have live chen and temo ving In Dr Mere meee 
Irene Kang Mon and tty hae one sa Barbs marten Poe 
they ave to esa Uie at Westck Brenda marl Bary Thon 
tad tow rar In Calg. Laver, Lary, Mary. and Ani te 8 
me tending sol Dui, 

















Torte yes and eye very mache he kes working with 
‘THE INNES STORY 
se Mrs Jear Cleves) Melo 
Somedine in sly Desc, 1919, Geog and Margret In 





nd ml! (Jam) move 











‘of 


re 





Handle Dist, oath of Della on pee of land formerly owned 

My fiber wos born at Thun, Sean, end came oo Winning 
arta [98 He go jb wth the rod as bbe, Hl aged 
args uni TAD oy (13 hen med + omen at Poe 
Wulstiemen, He hodatne try tly wile woking on the tai 
ed he too te rae sr would el ce 





Mother eae rom Dura, Sind, I 102, where se wa born. 
She fnjel with an uncle tran ae 2 Newpeem, Maniabs Shory 
Ste monte werk ara pris anew Portage La Pre 
se A rage In 1510 Se moved Minoo 4 ie 

When we came to the Hills Dad went it the cate buns: we 
sont 2 ac“ Wi te samp in pcs, nd winter, a ie eo 
ett und ist bx meepabl buses. Sometime Det 
te ta he mara w tle seep whch be dios of bere 

ota Mita wound (OE, He wat sry lop of anal td ad 
TOUEK ‘mere Chdedle homer om Sasachewan, He tn 
TSIEN nrg pnw atthe Delt Fae ih Che 








Moths sho ok part he ne with er Baking, Nendo say 


Mather and Da wore har snd sci with mot the tar 
‘hoyle hada nether cen ee 

Mother als help ferent ane rig Ses of Wns in hte 

‘ter mang Mckcht thoy bad «ale of all thr sk and 
smacicy "Toey move Ino «oy ite hows fm Turner Vay tnd 
TEENS] up). Bad Gece! ema and pase vy in 1 a 
age sey fe The rar Bele, he Bd tp ome Send 
Thi he ened Hei bors in Calg 

Mahe ead on ar ie inher hoot lop unl he epsng of 
wo es tesae tery Ue dacs hoop abe would beter 
ening tome: She efi po heath a ety an othe 
Smo Narang Heme fa Cag. 

In 198 nied my ig acho in Deli and wet in nog 
‘he Chpey Genco Harel om with I peated i (834 we my 
fa, nn p18 ot mare} 8 Beco of Turner Vale. 
Weve ied there ves sins and would’ live anywhere che, We 
Nive te ren” Margret teacher now tel with So chk 
1Fieetd,egad #bys ae Jen ane lowing er mothers 
fests Tom the Caner. She te marvel and wore for the VON. 
{Cie Jim the yop, be appentiing for sucha 
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nme th ord hos parsed ans we eat at oe 
Mitigans Pcs snd Lidoy ony to mention ewe We played ens 
td dance sd drove ome fs «igh wih the ell ne shina down 
eh the ng a hy nnd th me 
icecream power tel sop 














(One sry sk ame ofthe Had Hille schol ciden might have 
fom kn id vey Sy. ah of 
teehee’ We twa had anew ache ey yer, goes thes 
feuldn' ae #2 ha fod huss. The year l ase rae a 
Snr teacher same ton ata Cana ad by Crit she Bad fue 
«lucha. Stes drove br tcl ond seine de ort 

tll Anyway mast have 8 vey win aay fe Apel nn 
‘he ied sme fe big boys to put few txt i tesa 
the moult be buon nc on ber way homes We al tp and 
the ugay to ovo hry ering placer betes A srt 
tine ar sh aad toe let of apagy Tor somehing we 























Dat Teaches I very sey that bp fl yoor gy ih 
reeks al elle yo inks tw eae het You wee ule ow 
{he oa (ahead shown fs We never dal bet the note 
leer a he flied. We wrapped he hr fr svt te shoe 
‘ck Ferny ber had she tad tok he home ren 
‘ee no wrote the leer but th must hve pete tat we ale er 





Not so mn yer ago I hea Bicy gresing othe same Id 
cover the lo be hyn tey 
ANTON ZIPPER 

Anion Zipper boarded he ost Wexphai at Hamburg, Gerany, 


Ap 1, HS, ad land Hin Apr 2. rom tae he eel 
bp int Craig, aving on Age 2, 





He went to work fr Me. Gaetsunl 1952 when He puhasel 
land fr hina To lp make ene mow he en worked fo: Gae 








He now owas en farms the wt al sets 90-29-17 whlch as 
percha fram Mir Cb, the cat half of 30 bog fom he Mar 
Teter Life loan, and tnt hal let fo Ree Pe 





4 1950 be retuned © he nave cory and mane Jxpine 
CGungl 6 reuem snd mate hit hame ve Geet homestead They 
have ng Mery and Ale, who ste the El hl om 8 te 
schol bocrdat hve Ber changed ns the ery day 











Ie 27 Mr and Me, Manne end chien come by. ts 
Beals ner knw at ibe Malivan Sit Republica anda 
2 asthe ume by tin Hi They vd Sateen ae ere 
ital Hine fora lee yeas bar move fo Vapenc i 1933 








Ip 1ER6 they moved to the Hand Hil ana the Walt Allen plac 
1s oak the sven days tne Wh Uh bogs om wap and 





Til te let boy, ad moved ant the Rome place Now, be as 
wel ere of fry Ue I aur 

toate any the rina sling some fre which tamed at 10 be 
Hane sick they fd terse nee tse In Bobi. Pll wat 
fe purposefully made a fae so hie er woule't want a taste of bis 
Theft tne wes dels and be Git want t have wo sar hem 
with ther 

















nn ell snl tamnton. Ale Inding by Bett Haan 
hey lt of people Ghwingsmething Bt ener colds them 
Iiby these people mere chewing. Yu ex ike bannoan they Bad eee 
seo oe hese lg 








echt he Mae te wet a ns Maa er hy 


ata very early age, lesvingm boy snd gil atheros. She sow mated 
(Me nd he ve in Cal, 








bavi ne hey chides, ne 


a sr wd Cech, Ben wre Clay or 
te yon tthe “He” hve way alin wane back 





In 1053 Ben ed Mabel Bron Marton were mato. en hat 
duughte, Sharon, 088 et, Dey fone prov merage 
‘married Caro Chambers om Apr 131068, and they re ing tn 
tafe n Best and Maes yod on thecal Maram Imes. 











‘They celebrated thle itil or Golden Annivenary i358 
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Wayne f Hon wt ben i 188 


Tern and art Anne or in 1954 ae 1962 respects ve wih 








ine: Hl mae Mc ln oA 


Valentine Gobel was bom In Qu'Apple Valley, Suachewns in 
tte that ered hi cement eduction At he og of te 
‘When he war siteen he nent Edmonton t compte hit schooling 
thawte calla cone He wrote hr esminetone inthe ok Mi 
Reverend Koehneés, who was ane of cor eay miner, and, home- 
‘ada onthe anda ome by Hal Mow 


When the deren stk in the Sve, Val wat poi rm 
vorkng beans fbi Canaan ip: Tobi United. Ses 
od toll cure nding Geek Het, Lain to meer 



































In 1601 he retuned to ween Canna st on rand Lutheran 
Ep mi Gu "Tato he mt of he ee 
hi name Many pope oth ae 
red fy, bt tt lng Ue pedir oles et, 
Men "the pat bad a mtn ey (rst render 
Suite eth tres SU tere of Geycnngr braiseree 
Zo dee ate By Th’ of sap Lehre, es 
i bed Kat a ey da cyn have meeoppere 
































Tro of dhe fe babes Vol bap i the Coigmyle dlt ere 
A light td Tene Kar 

He went to work inthe Provincial RelifChthing Depot in dh ld 
hse Woren woul coat nor ri 1 bare deta 1 
‘other we lowed nly on yor tale ometines gosta te 





























Cee ee ee ee al ue thal et Th 














CES Tet long us: ony pope and ore ected ase of 
county Tet bye seen he REAR rm and hen 


see seek i the cmonhip department Hit Knowledge of many 
ieeslen sll swe ewes award » Cert of Mert 
te Sein sey Deter J Mea 











ea ee te Ea at Sor oa get tte 
Finonen ead a sno in uly wih Jo and fs of ond at 








provindal Xt ihe present tine he Proeden of te Hond Hil RE. 
hd manip null or So 











Valse ump Ill gas oil syror, but Hes 10 wath 
He wel ob vey ete bth apr 





ter lt these years. th fm he en wonder what he ng 


ther anyny bot omy Sey br whl 





ince was born in Mach, (21, t9 Mes end Mis, Pre Bech of 
incr hos! di Like mt abc in hve days he wu-bory n h 
Fee. There were oder hep eo wartoreton © hops 











1045 he bought the Fred Mefden arm but did’ ve thre 
1 heared Nay Bonn ose eo Stare, Bolan 

















(ope 1053. Mary randy Dre oe ont 
fs) tendy, but sn she ht boon mre acd or 
ter Rin Wolebumpiog, Eland, bore coming one he 

son's Nort: Ske has en oe called © asst Lol wo 








HARRY GRAGG: 


Me and Ms, Geng tt 500 Veron Bought the Roy Linsay 
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tie 





‘te 








end 











wo yon then sl 9 Fred Coartney who le Using tere, The Gags 





Tel ow Mand Alber tsps The cole of pee 
Su erpn et teu a meyers te col ee th may 
SGC thee We were ny wae them Tee bs hey mee 





Mi. and Mex Gragg av og in Calgary and Vernon wos working 
co fal sn he nonber pct of Alber 





HERMAN JESKE 

Hernan Je exe to she Hand Hil fm Sota 0 work 
13.35.17) foc ome pear, then the WY of 417, which hed be the 
inact Abo [958 or 129 he ened 0 Homdale a worked in 
Tein te forse 














“Tne HAND HILLS LADIES 

he Hao Hil Lae’ Clube at ein about 198, Me. Roy 
Lindsey ied ween ft amet des aed ernie te dab 
Mie Cady wap ced podem sed Ms. Coorg Inne etary, We 
Ime he sete Thrsay a each son akog tro atthe arent 
Bima Wecch pid dll on ed on cents cach nth 














Dering te fs yee we made lt and alle de of we a 
put om dons atthe ca Rowe sl the reds al wnt 10 buy te 
‘lsd sche boht's double sng = veyed oe, #0 
nine Taney snr ty Spots and oh owen 
{iS “a dann the aor, We sho oot Chas gi 
Io the shel cen 














‘Que fe members wee Mi: Roy Lindy, Me Wie Smith, Mr 
cco, MP, ©. Cowriney, Mew Hg, Mex Venas, Me 


Sin ct, Mi, Hobe Pe Me Ald sd mye o 
Ine yeas Mp Flt Me. MeDonat Mr Ay Stover, Mis Alex 
(Ciagh and Meee MePaiden From ting 0 time other Tadic 





Ham Nation, and Mr Geary Mortn. Mex Charlie Morton Pls 
Monat ands Loe Pllgen fed ltr or Though be eas 
ont had bt pendent Seay 








Daring Week War I we di «loc of Red Ce work, aibogh we 
dita have bone, but got our mek tro the Creme branch 
Se dents ch etog, tn tev mold ok el 

‘agit tm tole seston fe The women bo 
‘hast wok mes ad mae pom, mph, Bape te. We 
fi wok real har for the Red ee 


















































SCHOOL crtRustMAs CONCERTS 
ty Pavers Meron 


‘ 





1 dete teat 

Shor ater Hallowen the sc of 4 Christmas concert would 
sur bing wipe sone en ily oe your wold 3 
wach anda. “Are me ang ave cor hi eu? 
{hs quo had to be shed cet yee {don't Koon, breus Tam 
Sethe teacher ha lost Bot mind tte ne en, Shed 
{ler up be well worm conten apd St fo eke hkl the 
‘iden ad bough ep the bce Rist 























constant I Aas reo ne. Thee 
{Banca coral b number bt io lent too The ig tof ding 
‘muri Sell dat we cs hae co ath be tll ire Wh he 
‘her the a nd the sy, wa thn under 

















pe Tc at fo wks blow te ont we wld pa 
leds waged al day propane beer 














The ales res wee given the important ny adel of making 
the dsntone by ctng opps of poorer see and shes 
iu gluing em ghee eke seer and mary forthe ed 
‘Ella Seta and hissing wore derwn and led the Sacer 
Fg ha todo dey sare othe work, Usually the boys A the 























so nts keaton whe toy wat tat handed ot Tor 
{Midna Nowe sa al fo mare meal to be lvoe 
om ah sy he cert Tf ad Bl, bo oe ew the pare 





J Sveqoae gt the fig Was hk jt phe the socher 4 el 
Ob the 





le and tune a ome et upper one wi. OF cose 
Dt drased Usual oor ere had nde over reat aro orf we 
Se reallloly we hed ne ods made tion det Ie wat the 
Tepes be ou" Sunday geonmesing des for years Oty we 
EER grow nt 

[Bad woul et he tn high roy we mother packed dha 
spect cake or Sondre oe the le af the comet. How eve 
Te igghbte senda. ong fom all Greer te hol 
‘hol bar raz neve Tage eh To acoso all he eames they 























































The shoot wat lvaye picked withthe prod pasts wo ae thee 





A the cient pcs tht night and the teicher could \ 





Alter all the children had thelr git. usually two, the draw gift and on 
fro i ace, andthe seco candy tne Snot wed 
{Mee Chrismas ad depres pet ens der fen Sale 




















The nth ih Th lta, de‘ rc 
but he wily tak of iling the apr wi sae wba pling doy 








the putway was obavuced again 


dices st cakes ble 






















ra oat le 
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When we co ey ane hand 









| ReMenBER 


seas 




















BLAIR SCHOOL 


DisTRIECT NO.2521 





Tron | He 


te. 
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CHAPTER VI 




















schol sons In 58 te tic tl och ln 
ht pes elena, dee he 
Bitdlg woe sold ankng tat Ie tbe a The tine 





earl hee uh to a 


a 















sa Aa 71982 
For thr anal a ting the ming of he cos ee 
The Hhir Scho! nomine was 252, cabled Angas enh, 111 





MMe ©. B Rahanans Loo, a the ve To a 
ch te epacy of srry twice, Aor who ote 
Tammy Sia ‘Om June sem 102 ne thus 
Tndred dls was tormel tp deena to bul and ar chon 
Tone: Me Fred Whi ard Mr Alen Nal wer cated ol 









































































“The flowing tober al seve at he Bla Schoo but we ald wot 
ty w arene tem i hrc der ssn abate rr old 
3 ate ssrey pe tht none ve Ben ited rom It 
Miso Beryl Beck, Mr Mle, Nr Michel, Miss Beruy Richardson. Mine 
Hampton, Ms Liber, Mis Die Fay Mr Plan, Me Aled oad 
te Me ig 

The fllomg interetiog stems wv wien by Harvey Zakrinen 
snd heart tpn ese Gants “hy mother charged wen dls 
‘er month or room and board and tanaparaten oma male hare 
$e Taowing ge who bard wi my er om 15-1, oe 
sigh thouand arn dle hone 

















‘he era th prunes 








Bi Schoa Teaches rom 











1095.35 — Ire Murphy (Faptick) Dru 
1006-37 — Mabel Row (Sheri) ‘leon 
1097-38 — My Wright (Mather) Caley 
1038-40 — Bla Gots alain) Dramer 
1940-41 — Gladys Jaton Caley 
1941-2 — Mabel Hope Calgary 
1802-6 — Margaret Mackie Coley 
1968 Sept-Nov. — Er Ell (Hanson) Maen 
1965 (in) -46 — Rey Salberg Cabra) Standard 
1944-46 — Ruth Gres lain) Hd 
1946-47 — tv Mind (Nagel) Drambler 
1847-49 — Ray Selby (Zakaries) Standard 


worth 





in 1068 and turned ft no 0 pare and 


Sige the west portion of Blt wit inden the “Meneres 
of Verdane Valo, Cos Hil Lingo, ard olan n ender 
Sold rept, cly ibe Ear orton of Bl apfatng nie 





his eaten pon of Bl ba been organi for she Hal ile 








(Conmitce by Med Mire "Vineae Rian and hey. pol 
‘rent “yur” sors Ws echance tevin legend tet ms “Blae™ 
The name “Ba” thee whee the Bla HM wes de sky. The 


sof Kes thea of ge of Jenni ad Bill Bn ae en 




















{THE BLAIRS OF BLAW EERIE 





vi Baan Cuaron 





The Blat Homa mas stud the East half of Sao 
“Townip 2, Range [7 Wa of te th Metin ot soe 
| ili the Hand Fil, aproimatey thirty-one feet hove 5 
Tee Aste wind blew rat do and wa her's Ione couny 
the farm ws chee “Bw Eo” by my Mater, MJ eam) 
) Bite whe actully neyor gute gut ore Dog hed fer hr nate 








Thats thw is «lic allel Blow Bere a Sodan). 








My Fate, Willa John Bir, hmsteaded in the Hand Hl in 
ht the stra e Boon Land cs Calgary oder 
tpt one of tho fit ls whe open! nthe marin Fr 

1696, ded Deceme 1, 006 ; 















| The Town of Cliche was the near sarc of supply a hat 

fren whch all Tomber abd ering ume hed be baa 
i Astnce of sent. fe mex Th ip tk to Long dye ach ay 
| tt the fal Dee River nto bere at Day. 











Wid apres whatever in (amning, Father 
ses tum of Back hws Bil and Bo, noe spied aly 
‘ich edt se otngscpade tro Fe ssf sal ede 
ey cle Billy bead ough rom tle Bly mare mod 
LF ansporation Bee Ll, high nthe mune, where they Hed 
{Gshe ton af Fans Alberni the yey. Dont tw te ne, bat 
| the ony oad ws there, xa Tres my moe ying te nee 
he beg peal er “eight tbo own” Wat nt 


24 


























marvel, When eam tne t car the sve a Dry Bly at 
Tuatha he wae ts wey igh so fate dca to ee there 
Fertile pt pk Mn up late iomever, when he frome Bly ad 
‘Satan’ No doubt somone had des ey bed x god ow pny 


Father was born on November 27, 1865 fn Bards, ot Chatham, 





Kes Hole hers an, eng Sergeant Maj 
opal Triiling Per, mot snc thee at the tine, He Ht 
emt he fat nt "hed brn hen 4 Sergeant Mojo” While 
‘Ply che my veturoed Ilan At he age of heen he 
{o Sovand and sil he fr Jers. 








Mother, whine men ame wax Jae Moore A, was ory 20 

Teint Abc Sood she yong nary of 
errand seven gi Where nd fot mate a aber 
face Bhat Enon bt ay were masa on January” 18, 183 io 
lng Scale Appaeniydepntes mre preven fy tne days 
‘Sheth Fomine for enor seven yea, blag in may prs ofthe 
TOUT ditng the tm ing svi driog the Bonet Rein aed 
Bru Wor, sod Sanding fy darng whe Spinich: Armies Wa. Prom 
Fioaup the MS mora’ br wat ee psf one of the ge 
"Pepi ofthe Son the gr aad horsyiog ing ol HM. 
ened by che Metterncan Pct Jone 188. Dut oan eer 
(ome oman dt re od FS, “Cot 
ii aed cating hein tw Thee une and tyne se 
eae ies nctong the Commune An fier ned elise 
wr sve Comander flee who Ted led he Royal Navy 
ay ind 


























Upon ling the Navy in 1906, father sailed oe Canada “the ln 
mien bone and eee fr tine sur be mins the Crome 
Fete He hal unm Ber Mo Macha the Nn. and. by 
Shing ot night, stnnst hr Fast lar Crate In seam te 
Tee is cunoed es Mater Macao the mine nile he vag 
‘MEatinal ober when he dell to home Todependent, by ne 
ining 














The fat summer in he Hand Hille Fer bt, ee edn 
ven sl he team gue expert at mang ip aks (a cakes) 
eu wate up te dine ons tse Abra ast fom wd nt 
HELSDaT Kal Ue hl forming one wll Hower some wnt the 
oe hanes spend tle he ser oy stacy othe 
TOL Set Wythe Bla Anse was inthe pce oben 

i ome he vers ling, beng Chas Wie, Here Sect 
ix Nil Im Verda Valley aT dot Brow who she: Mobs 









































Pa) BRT NE) 8% | atone 


















«la ]pu] Pp aanae] 
se he | 9/19] «| 100] 3070 sen? 12) 


























‘warmed th ni natn pl on he stove and eed hem te men, 











Detain the Ted oning ough dey had fos ben plowed. 
fret mz hve bth rb em ver expereeed ne HT 


Hn won nde evr st How a hee wo bl vane, and 
ince bed pow dsp ts dee 

















Money wos exemely sare nthe caly days Father woke 
Cleon soe yes ting the weno fone eis met. Whe 
ESC anierm oe mine lf dew et tel re 
(Fol igre Chee Day or McAlister Thnmon elie w feo 
etary ons ested a gions apd elle Tange 
puck snd pul bl) Tube ha haut Se Berard dog, name 











ror je eal fod fed am, x0 tok him 1” Glee 


pias able to ll hy So $500 


so Tin sure the lng evr drs Ee vae fry vse Rees 
‘Shepund Stamey wih ange separator. eo ple See Sure 
fectloms Hed custen dnc fri aremd and conta 
teagan lands Tie ogi war the tel mde wt 

‘og a cou! bare an war poeta i 10 Father pred In 
SEY Slog at f912 dee Fom‘the company fx Ont tok dey 
STH het ee 1918 the ai isons takedown Mure 
‘i, tng te Hao Hille a ont ars, feshing pth as 
job on Ne Years Ee Inthe ola dae of soak dng ee 
Peer wear men to esp tis ot apetng Deng Icoment 
rete, when mot alc thc he maaan te a oF Be 
Tren wre ives hgh home tobe fel and ok a. Inthe y 
‘The tne wot teint enon nary ot stk the low 
pou, an kas smn pc ogee tnt Tater Sly de 
{25 ee tnd pared wer nit The od engine fe 195 fou 
Te way nts funk per andthe metal fom ews ted or making 
bas forte Sod Word Wee 






































te Schoo! ise No, 250, mame i hoe f my Fah, wae 
cubs on Angus iy [01 Tw Sho! war bute 112 The st 
(iar lace She ra en wry shore tae only Ta Ta fo 8 og 
Aine we wa gue # vite of athe fr shor ters Mr, ©. B 
Fiero as te fie hata othe Hor, an Tomany Sih the 
Scour Tieuuree, Buber the chan TOS), T96 and 18 
Till ng won July 185 and He land a Jeary 1986. 









































“Te dat sind i the Desa Dison No.3 September ) 
"RR then bourne the Sand Deon Jar I, 1658 


The Ln ot tr ws nln a 
ee ec aa Mie Se ots mate 
BOs Gt Bho GPa Lk 
SE Stet’! hy Mao a eh 
































Mater atone of the fing actly I kink the it cook ia he 
Drambler Honpitl what opel i 1959 a wn tse tte Sor 


| vial ep orem "my pea ling tga 
Dunty ned conten fe mee wee tered Thee alvaye seed 10 
‘Spi for Sundey dine, pare ty nigihorond. baci 





‘ie aid apd madine for ils and widens On aoe con she delivered 
aly nid the ie gi was named eon in hor fae. Maer 
‘rercd thatslmont every tne Inher went to own be rete ih 
Inlp around the place. ‘The dog trslly were oka, sommes ‘he men 
So erage colimnieine 




















I heaping of 1811 (hk) aoe toma te, fo dite 
planted by Mother (Sereralthoaand sre were planted later). One ds 
‘ie very abr nth ak she bead ¢cosmodn. Dang to 
Separate i fom the om, abd tered wth lang chai) had walked ito 
SFr oes, aed ote the nove and ont apt puller te lap ot | 
ove, and eveything war one lly es "ove, sop, piesa 0t | 
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hse planing pode dat Meter aut hil 
he pent me ey i a fame, equi the ae of 
sa ert Mas Haein Crgmie And of cours ha 
doce ma ou nein at he rudy De Lawson, 








Im the aty ayy pea fe woe fen # menue, and everyone 
owl fepunes sound tt pace paral ound the bling, ob 
Se Some te he ri tat Tes wat 3 de 
SST ten Many ranchers lt valeble ay ed pst 4 le 
pie 


tn Dacor 112 Toshi 29 and 90, Ranges 13,115 and 16 
er tel asthe Reral Manipal of Hand His No. 275, be 
YET SSR December 3, To57 when became part of he Seri 
eae anil Dt of cll Na. 277 was oe up om May 2 
Ae TSP 117 hd born known a Loz Tpeoeoet Diet 
se efipater nas onthe Coun fro 183 vo TE, aed was Rene 
Ne PTT SARS, ats 108; the yen known a “The Dy Then 
$e Sel by en ld fend thn ometines che grocery bape 
Telly hc way tt sme of te homes of tse ol, wee 
ee ee our pstee nthe les of the Manali aso eg 
‘Ete dopiea nthe day. 


aher was Worl Maser of Hand ile Loyal Orange Lge 
vo SN Ded, In TTI iter he was the one vo oi 
see Ru ier wes ot alent rere co hep gn. or 
{e2e fun treme’ s lr of Tobsrmeee LOL No 244, Drums 
aE tints ano Re Ke, ang ail the degen Grand Blok 
Egle Jath Amerie RD. T6102 i war ember of Hand He 
Tdge No a8 AES AML Del 


Moher was x member of dhe Ens Sar, Ruth Chaps No 55 
runt, fr tiny and as one fhe fours othe Wore 


Rane iy in de Hand Hil, They were bh members of she 
Une Chon, Dlr. 


“They had teen marion filiy-nne yeas when Motes, a 
gh uel eway inthe Drm Hore egy le 
SEO TARE, ay) 0 aoe emarad when he wa ly 





Mey our Mes Hheadet Catnip of Reel mn Cala, He 
‘Stine isl wd Hensal tbo week tore his deh on Ape 
SERS Gs anddsugers thay. ned) a te age of 
nso nt enh ru cr ep 
eagle andsdsghte, Abdey Jou Claplion down the ale of 
Shih Coho i welding day." ale the og crc 
en Clee. 





























many se, oh ale and 
fells sou he poner days, ba efor 
To ‘ot kno thom wal cmap rod 
face's, boneer, lone ile sory on 
nya When Tea about 10 yay i 
Iruging met Had «fk of Sack sme 
hit, some grey, so Back snd wie ak 
‘ao, They ba tr owe isle cone 
Hage tain sank nthe pound in ft 
forthe mater soppy se wan my cere 
ey ight st tit they were sally 
toed fr eg, witht doe sh 
{Gne ngheT war a late dag ny” chore 
fd fear geting te dark. Howe 
‘eerene en tbe ni wth he te 
tie of one blac xpd white lw ing 
Ahk od be wae Bg mubborn nt ng 
Inu the cop "Whon fini feed 
fool shorer'n easy nlc ll ore me 
eta ltt ele she sete Wah ot 
ick Tatra eo tem of Soe at 
‘hema gl T rp ht atthe 
teething at me” Fthee "My Cad od 
1 evn” Nelle t sy, I'ma righ fa bedsores Mee 
‘pred the cen of vera ote of ge sound coun the 
Sor without mu suc She waded my ies sos ss bu 
Fraty"had ve wp al bum the Th Lhd ny Hn nrc 
ted pry te wna the sak 

In 1825 or 185 George Teling came on fr Engle ee made 
his hm wt the Blin fr many far Geng msde only, 
1 nue from Edie, in 184 Lac wea mang le sey nt 
Iappened tn Seber that er, hen they wee honemeoing te 
farm. One cepionaly wet night thy were weakened boa ght 
by maghler who was Ying sre hone ag cl Bla 
Ms Be" I come le was atthe i rm de sa 
leaned Moder gt up and wen home wth hi and ses te 
the new weber of he only was werd Ino te wl On the rete, 
tp at il aig en he ade ce ery bls and he nih 
Ce sap oa rg sar ate me 
‘Lae wg, well wl” Out thy ts emored.thl showsad 
‘ald T woul ide sbt wo mle phe Bl Hil thet 

“Lace says se eo alps romenber Mother seting oat evry pan 
pai ab bara or whatever Se cad ay her bap alee a 
Mts 0 tha se cold mach lots the allowing day" (Wate 
"ye auc commediy at Bw Eerie) Hen ator ge up ght 
tnd ary heer mening and owl te soe ad ones or 






























































Survor in the Bhi tay ce my, (he wer), ane 
nuphtct Me, Jn Ac (Andy Jo) Pen, cn, 0 Be 
(udcven Bian Jota tnd nds Jean Ptr. 











THE ARVID ANDERSON STORY 
“The Anvil Anderson's came othe and Hil det May 24 10 
tea Sil Albay ne ey domed. They sede 
Sc af atl bought fos MR Sor On the nuh of on ard a 
ie cd Reehy ob wt ws Ray Cle, we mr Tx 
Tse men were all bcos, Thre mere ao war fms Lvng ery 




















“The falls sip oar frihings wid ok by aly em Sia 
Tal any Sms woe thet help end our eco te 

















‘When vey ws lel tt wagons, we tare our Journey 
(ear non bore te and File wh we tverten es ei 
One aed ‘iter Sdn Klloved Sih te danas and 








There sod eso shack which loka 0 lonely and de 
alti “thae and Tw afew tn lie dows motes 

Men ego thee af cue, we chlrn were qe eed — 
rel fap caught we cod Seep 










































‘som af Str got the op i, gw lar and bus «net 
hoe mete nery pe but me ‘hon and we wee coma 
Hac We Ghee mang fond mare ft ome 








An incident 1 percalrly remember of ours ome happend oo 
day shen scl Un who wer tee Yeo old at tet tees ed 
nh foo the ote he er blac anal dos bse cae 
‘Sis ao the frame pr of te one, Our boher Cal ws plang wk 
‘neal Mather wae thee sina, be ae hardly pled the assy 
{hd got lh ont Othe han eng cneced th it om ond fo 














nr fist dy m Blas whkd waste ad halt mile nar 
of oar lac, watatt sary hap day foe my ster Sima andes We 
‘eral af oil lnch pik ad a lowing = patie tall wp and 
Swe hil hs me aged sing we ate ghee wo tow we 
‘Soetoro Kane ws > ay en he in 





ESTAR ins phate ates sears te 
Royse crea! 





‘Although the Ble Scho! ha ben, mowed rm the aia piece of 
lan wa mt es ack ond meme epee to el 


the teen tecire me had whe stein schol die an to ak 
‘tome as lar away at the Hore Track, The wey of transportation wasnt 





Hei is today, We vale oe hob came In butte sod Seg 


I the wiser tne when we got oscil we wae rely col eed 
‘he ool was Jo ke Th water pall mold be foo tad i 
Sl ny ond we chen nen ees 





We ays lake format the diferet scl eve of the yar 
‘hen, dnc up fr he cx ud he gun ws a 


‘sha We played xcs, and daca or apes abd end he prey 








The highligh ol the shel year was the annua Chris concer 








“To be sre veryone mas dre Hs, wth bar combed jst 
tou the ge weeny on Ia otra 


Bech and exyone dil spr ap af that, dhe wos were 
ot, The ld an br wat put onthe tw a ld wth water and 
‘fou elles elds ted slice the conc wears had Te The 
{efes a he des bog sundial god home made caer 
Everyone stand sh had ond st whe dey efoyed hl Ich 
"Then we undid up ad wert hae 





‘At che cal of the schol sem we wage ad ple. AI the 
pares came ard tok prt the day att we hd bal ues 
nd al Kind treo young and aie 


‘Thro was lays «ig ccm cn of Tomanad, andthe day end 
snk lnc the mrs hed proper, Alt anh and everyone 
{Epre thet ilrent mye spore ad the evening core 


I the summer tine rh apd Sanday School wat held a Bl 
Sebo. sult inser conte the ses and Be Richard 
‘Ne the sapersendn or Sony Schoo. Samees duro the fll and 
‘cr ands Heron wea ts van whol  lare 
eld Suny Schoo in bat horse 





1 alo reed of pig 0 Sunday Scholes home of Mi and 
Menke, ned on the Horse Tink That wa ie only chance 
We bd of eagle se 


1 dhe fll of 918 the “My” plume ck. None trey wha 
i wy or aw to dir fr Jorn Rehardion sod T ware he fst 0 
Suita w ci down’ wih iu My fee went Dla one da and 
Sata fecal home he sald‘ people in de were sk wih 
Ttog 





1 es resin, when ay moter tok ick Tn few dae my father 
andthe est the iy were dow wi the. That lee mone 
(hr hors Hl Chaser cre wad es once ay — il he was 
‘ie und thn Billy Sth dl hom. Aber Te da Taher ws ae 
‘Ste out aan 


‘One elteaon Tommy Somme cae down 1 ur place and stayed 
fee sapere mentored he did't fa very wel 0 fer soe he 
‘HoaiP iy oe ght The net morning he wa ery sek wth he “Ta 
Meter ual mil he played at Thor Mi Spl and Ms, As 
fie aero Tarn sik bd ers whole month rally 
tact show improwement apd‘ able eta to hs ova oe 











“Theos only oe act Dla, ah wat very buy man 
ring mht ns. Sm fa: ne dno to ak er am, mee 
Sik ot Deland te sel ned cuch weve omer ae espa 
Many onl peed avay a a 














Pople af day wonder wht we i for errant Bla Sebol 
ws our common cnt: Tey bed bm scl pe sc manera 
{in ance "The cote aml from bby ie randparens says 
coded x baysters went unbeaten ery Haye Enteral 
ions mush te dye Thre ws oo pid ar, Any one wh 
ald play ‘he pa, vin ay inrtment would pia. They ak 
teem playing ad dsocng ands god tne mar Bad by all 

sli i wang 1m roe id ayhing  wih wa 
drove 10 Dea for the mariage ceremony. When they returoed inthe 
(evn y mother tne redding oper Prepare ne hom: Wo cil 
‘Bona that wa relly somthing moa have # din oar Bouse 








‘hr Crna’ wore hy ao, ba Tm a ed 
sun ach ots Se Sls Wet la le 
SE NORLA EIT Ste tens Seay Reo Soe 
(ter the buck of a ol king cai and they were Reverie 
Sines ayer kes See St Goer 
Sr ie tees ae aay Sane as eet 
x Salva a ind reat ctl shoal ne 
ite Salita Ht Sons od 


“The fells dd’ ve mach money to en 0a —~ ba they bays 
mmade'« mencrabe Chis, Mother sake oie Chrnas ant 
mast hice and all the ming and they ive the nar 
‘mig, We plage ns wad at sng song edt pian ily 
‘Wane loved 0 ng i vate song blag“ Take You Home Aga 
Ket 





“hore was no mal dvr tin days, We goto mall Lawn 
rg pt fi, ten Iter, Rao pa fice and lly we cng 
{0 Balu, No aon wet 10 town very ae, wan all ay Hh 
Hes. Any ne who ent foo got te mal and ope grocers 
Tor ihe tre Ted aryl the tr time they Tee ee 
lg am gor bak ong sr dark. best warmers were 
‘eep themselves mare 











Aint of Jly Spr Dey in Del. Wea op tight wa only to bep 
A the dts: Nother prope bg pc ach the hose wee he 
1S sae dette we cited oad stad cr ourey The ther 
‘ghbor Is made anh le ad we all et ara pce the lances 
‘tte lays the [hardens McFadden and Andeots to 
fier Itgted cath nly mtbr pet. Mex Ror sgt 
ough. rown bern poof hotomae bed ear, aad hoy 
‘ry wee pod! Alter diner we wer pen oor spending ney Soe 
ihe dy Cea fen ona) end ye et o's spl, Ti dy 
‘Seer ae mn al ny oe Ser ring erro otal 
ped ware vba, ne, bt ech oe belt pod 
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Another soe ay wat the Hand Hil Lake Stampede, which we 
sina atendcl Ou fhe bad wo vat Bors. (Pet and Colon) 
Ree etn oih uy Sich aement when the ss sare Everyone 
reg oe bil own bare, or the oe he wanted In One rs 
Famer in utes, the adler hore ce 

aie entered Pet in hs rae, and Ee (ene) Marin sode 
eg, Ate er mere racing tou etsy Per and red. Ee 
‘Shetow snagel to ay te aed limba stad on Pets Bok, td 














Els Fla sles rade Pt a 


‘Colona nthe Ronn Race, This 


‘Wie experience some tebe lads in he winter ine, Once 
salle up acy whe we wer in cho" tar 
Sos lrld tex art home ac the pew eta wall othe 
(Min ie and Me Rehrdson for the aight ey ed srt he 
‘Sh a anyooe ee We thag de was el og 








Tm sare it mst have nen an aos night our pret bough 
te ha ter eanged tha lading sad ver cx up, a what 


Mex. Richelet fot spp, hon made wp bef every 
ow and we il du mgr est The net mori Mis. Rharion 
fp ap and made = ig buh baking poe Dac, whic wee 
Bethy tad pork aed ilk pony Gonkin. The hom subd 
in he lrenon ns we wer ale eur er ome 


Another ime oe aber ad Jack Ri, 4 ighto, who Ie 
patyWaton's pc, went to Wi Creat for eal. the dae he 
Tae dg tne col They EO sp ral sry snd stared ff wth 
1 Tig at our Rory om. THe raat meng hey a 
‘ros tke us bat necro «god i dvrlopel a id 
ioe roy aod became very Fong When Tego dark they 
Teles ‘they were lr thoy sped tevin ate they wo 
power extn apd ely ger into efit Al ight the en 
‘welled soul the igh and eat 0 kop warms When delight eke 
Trg tho 20 th beings and frome, They wee very 
td ad hangey when they avd Bu Hoos the wore fr Tele 

No 

Anode aml tnt, wat the spring trp the rk at the ent 
nf Fh Cake We packed» Tuna the while fay owe wih 
{Eo Meow and demo whe ck for a day fing. People cama 
Fro art nen fake yf ie eying egal sang 
Pichi, bomerade et and el ete Icamfomember ae me, he 









seo sy thet wat aT ams nit fr Mother and Men 

















waving very gd look Using. He hardly tok of bis wows 
Tel thei wh eng nd ated «sie to he top of Bs per ted 
fay he ent He was fbi with i dere nT dt bow ho 
Inky but buy tasted po, rea fh fed nt of ter! Te wae the 
cai fh we ewe 

My fs alnays milled cows, and er made buter and sold 
toby iro Shen mae bad and i 0 hat lgbor 
tome le enre money i ; 

the winter Tommy Somme and Billy Watton fed several handed 
bea eale Hom the toy on te plac, They ald bey ough 
SLs of mente forte ate Testy Somme had one a dhe bet 
‘rng tn conety on his place, The pure car wo cto Ou 
‘Ses png dey ck of Ne Bes, Tomy piped a wer 
[hire torah etd tse mel un colon spp of wutet ch ware 
‘i eda cat 

My fl moe Riky Moon Ho io 196, The bdo 

Mee hed po hh andthe deco hough i bt dey mcd 
to a canty wil liver alta, ot 1048 they moved a Wet 
nik Cole My ter Cal went with hems Tae fale moved 
ft pn of hi owe. sd marie Flrence Maly from Rocky Morn 
lot Fete ge 9 Ed and Jom Bally whoa Be 00 
te Hone Tact)" Cul and roar areal rachng at Westie 
fd hey havea gi an boy 

Ls wa Cain sinter, arid nd tog an by 











Sin marian bar gd ods by. She ve Prince per 

sham ane hand Jom Seabee woke 4 the Bn 
1 irvad Kael King. We hive wo by ae mo i, We lve fn 

ot Dr Allert, whore Ras wos at th Decne Toston 
Father — Avid Andenon - desszod — pad amay January 2, 
Matha — Bale Andean « daoed — pad away May 6, 1959 


a dhe age of mrentp te ys Thay a bed kr i Good Bk, 
Boh Rumba conser. 





“nigh moon esis Tony Sone nl By Waton ae 
ste ane 

Tony Sona, In We yy, mowed Sth, AI wt 
tv his ont by a neighbor bout the year 1094 oF 185, 








= Billy Watson passed away she winter of 1983 im the Drumheller 

i Howptal 

the Two or tre Yor ago we took a dive tthe and Hl 0d 
hehe 0 Sd Bu Lake, We mare atthe new, malo 

1 Ars eth ares he improvement inte rds 

a We wor sa plowed to se the nice gverment campground at 

“ se OAS SSy"Riaftabe Thar he en ny cams oer be Jer 

a "The Avid Anderson frm i ow owned by Me. Hay Zahara 

io 

ot | 


{THE SMETHL AND PULLAR STORIES 








i yin 











Walia, Water Sith came Wet from Onn ed mended in 
the Mand ls 1008 on he South allo Seen 1, Tenshi 2 
Range It. He bu « so tose teins yn ad worked off toga 
Tucano fb «le bare baling «fave Ging In 1912 Hae 
ere Sih se We 180 el dno ed 
Ahondoned ty Tem Mek, uo the md om te Bl frm ae 
Noch i. Sth Seb bis tne Chstmat daner tthe ‘Wes wih 
teBli 


Me, Henry Geog Smith was ton My 3, 1845 in Mile Barton, 
‘Oxo’ Conny, Engin, and one to Caen when elven yes 
te nae Golph,Ontar, Mr Sah ha former Mage kel Elion 
Sons besa Bon, Ont Me eed Sth ere med 

| in Sel Sie Mari, Onarob 1888, 














1a the summer of 11D Mr. Heoey Sm oneal Glen with 
scat ag, to met Mm Sih and ugh Ver nd Bel 
‘ofa jst aed fom the act. Two sony Jan and Toss, 
Beka! Ontario At the en of te day's jurey. nope 
Tauso's Stopping Hows, (a0 elton fo Dr Laren) bere Chien 
‘nd Dery oe party tt pth oan ly meme gg See 
/ fon, Mogi bad Jat’ wcoped upon ol eine miles 
‘Glen vin ral, Her oter tm lech had parchased «sneha 
i fer hr, Won ste tok poesia of ber hes, manag the vey | 
1 ‘fn ther adventre Newe having tens bore bebe bythe ed 























| ‘eft day Maas marry til and td in eyey mee 
range that he conn her jure company wi he Sats, 
‘nen the South’ gis ler to rile Ether, an lt og | 

L ‘ein the wagon the wa gud to cep tht aller Sedo heal oe 
"eens re he hoe sf ve the er ba" Te Smee agen ee | 
pled high wth forte and spp the symone bags ney 
Feiher bed" Magica the towing night nthe Se Base 
the next morning cotnaed ter sce, wih Pel nd he dee 
Magi ter ests MJ Case Dal 





Me Henry Soith wat « vey herd working man, walking 10 and 
\ frm his Sn place every dy tw his ere tune 
‘hr to mie and war twas dag [obs for toe negtons egg. 
tl fing, cipeter welt le mores lng ate beard was 
ite ing mart wap rominded me of Sis Claw Peinps T 
‘host mentan that the Seth Family al Ted Bay Sat pon 
5 the wat no he on the Snr Ss as 
11913 Bela Sih wen o Edmonton wo work, whe abe mt nd 
mate Me Susie Mile They nce moved we Satie: Washington 
dae ig pane 
fn she "gol ol dao i tho Hat He wry ey fogs aien 
roll suddenly and was gute uy eB La Sets 





m8 





























Inpro even if you wero orcack or dein amy although 
eer gs sey end hese wold tnt io tr way 
wes tla oon sich Ince when Balla make over 0 Che 
Bory Seeing to pt me ml aan the way ame» den fg 
Pomel Belle Bc labo facuracly bumped tnt Haya 
GREEN Tote the might Se ned ome f tbe morning, one he 
TEES GE eBags bt had ‘br ery gion ile gt for 
‘eons Smith mari) Cid Pallar in Api 116, an ee tha 
fora ede ne two yeas Ba, ere moving the ld Dr. Laon 
Phe tn the land Pe ‘They od shore fr few ye and ei 
Pee ac eg Daim whew Gly ba 4 tmath od ping buses 
PeSio ll Sec! ors ond non ad the Cheol Garage ere 











Previn ht ine Cpe Palla had heeded in che Hand Hl 
secon the tad roast an tery wel Hen at 8 bel 
eke payer 

In the mente Bly Sth bad met Hazel Part who a rom 
Seton, her soe nt sng her botber Dey at isan be 
EERE "ES, eel tn Sno 101K few Yor ater they 
Hie TAS, as moths! fs in 1950 they ye to the Pee 
eC esnty whey yl ed, cw ithe cy of Dawon Crk 
"The hve se aupher and ge gordi 

ily Sih wins sly ores i es dem at vasious hoe show 
ln Calas, Edenton ne es, 


1 








E80 Me, ad Mis Henry Sinith ned an want bck wo Ga 
‘nut were hey bee sno ase ay Mi Sn mas wine) 
fe day of ng 10 ye ld when ee 














‘Clyde Pata was orig she od Avil Andaman place nde 
and Going bck and fo Del ben he ok and ed J 
Sf Dros Fpl in Joe 105M Palle a farsly wowed 
yea Ue te Palla ed one Seger Wis, and shee woe 
ea in snd Tan. Dang Second Weld Wae Ste e 
“he AO Rid a hen He nny bo eae, tn Deer 44, 
BS Binetesrepared sung pee Prem Maso” No trace of he 
ee vet rs ever fund A Ike sgh fie mls rors of 
see cha ben ned “Pal Lala” in bora of Stari ahd 
ny ae fons fn de yf Clary, and Wain, Bs 
a a es in New Wentninser Thee ae See Pal a 
Silanes, 


(On Decerse I 1948 Mr, Verma Puller wax nd by the Gove 
rent toate ay Teena blot Goverment oar, Ota, when 
oe Meehaa widh de Disingused ying Cra om al of he 
ifs lag Lament W. Stvurt Pilar The prsatin was made 
te EERE dion the Gover Gene, Vion Aleaede of Ts, 


am 

















































Ain, on je 2h, 1969 Mx Pull vat ine o Ont 0 
sterol the Oe’ Mens REAT. Sten Resee 
ts'wines de Commonwealth Ar Fest Mensa Uneing Cosa 
Jiao te scepon Mr Pallas ne preted Queen Eoabod 
tl Prsce Pipa te rend ot Goverment Hose 














HARVEY EMANN 





Farming nd ging fr mein 1852, when a ol scion wat 
leu en W. Bla Latin 185, mas baht oe el te spe 
al aon fro parents Me and Mrs. Eman fy 188 the hose 
Wis toved in Other hale ook ie lice andy ou farming 





ety and 1 woe maz 1986 shy bre he ose was move 
‘Wie hao Bld sn son cnt hoo psi bose 
iH way, port and whom. Wed the land dy plan le bt 








Farming contd for several yea, exch pear we mcd with 
ton what the yar woul ing, Toley thefts Wane 
een Ietsed "shart non pear of opens conde, 





Now, wth our foly of wo ge a one by, we ae ing 


‘THE MARRY NIvMO STORY 

Me, Henry Glany) Nimo wat poser and an orga sctler 
ef she By Schad Du He ime to Gnd 06 fee Waa 
Sond few ws south of Gago on the Rie ye Heft wed 
fn Caiary, whee on shane Set 














In 1007 he sed wock witb Mr, James Rall «hase rancher 
‘ving west of Drambel st Nec. He Ruse owned sot sole 
‘tut sey pdf i ne Clade hors Inpro Ss 





Tie, 





er 


et 


wih 


ir 


Ian, No doule Mr, Rosell was appreciate of» capable aan sch 

Folly, in 1010 when the homes rat was om in thi ren Hoey 
lel fon land ine Hand lls He eed onthe Nye 22-201, 
ha falta tw med sock bar, He ar Nan jedi 
{i Sophos for hm tr stl ert lee mcge i the ey 
ees i: Erle Ba, sn rol bomen of Rainbow: 








Me, Ninn farmed with ae unt 165, when be began rac 
faring, He Hep nett of ct ply and mle come. He Was ry 
Bird wort, bred, ans say Oper He cond oh far 
fyrnions dat many adrenecnkinn sh ar rege, al, 
taper eects He had ouany fede He wa many 4 "doo 
Se Se a al yp ie He aoe 
It ts Shou” Aro tine be ened 20 0d pboggent and «Tow 
orl moi So ngs of Boonie Sand and ang by ary 
Tide Hw he dd oy 


Ereyone conde Me, Nimmo + confemed bac, bo bes 
ese de ne dy hn he bong am sd buggy ab bgen 
[Sting the ew scolar” Min Carey Rabon Ms Robs 

‘Conv of Digest ier Nora Sto, ght at Blt Schoo! for Some 
the She we at tlt tach tote oe She ured at Me 
[idan woe abut 1018 that they were mare ard sted 
tn te Pomestad where ty ried lag ily nod ed ou Be 




















Ma. Nimmo lowed 1 tal of br cpa, dctbing the beauty 
of Annapal Valey ap‘ shri” Hee toners mere etre 
eh Ny She ng rte od deo 
Tage the never tetera to her bland Le the wey ber rte 
High come otter and vit he 








The Ninn’ rnd lary Samy — fe oye aod fie gl, Al 
ce Inthe rg! fara, acid, many thes in thee 
1p By paca al aurea Me Ande, Mie Anna Donald 
Mie Hern. ow bat doco been 





Mrs, Nimo wat kept very buy, wating and Baling. She was 2 
sey ind cn Sr lena she mbes eve lene «Bk 
Say hy wes ll be ely was be. Ars mic had igh eas 
Sheen hc Sh gant ach to hive «go satan fhe te 
Ht hee ls ane psd say he farm nT. She 
bred in Del 


‘Af rpg te ler gil “ap he bw” fra fe yea ui 


the younger elfen were su cine ner Me Neo sted avery 
tice ont onto he inom. Te ws setae and 8 gest improvement 





11857 Harsh gn ofl He arene fn the Dra 
Fale Howl un war preprig go Fame when hea she wh 
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pmcomonia di few days Ite, In Oxo 1957, at te age of 


Jesie remained on the ar for several year, Krplg owe or hat 
lwo Ath Hugh ha te far 


Jes (Pic) marl oa cel farmer at lives a Ld. 
For (Desting) tag chk mis, ae hee at Ral Dee 
‘Alze (Dasfoc) lier sates of Lehige a Foreman, 


Ketlen (Caton) joe the Foti he Sana Wold War and 
spent evr! yoo Eat Canada She now Isat Vata 
| Andrew completed hi high school an atone se moked othe 
i Pont Gis in Broly He enw wong wi the Fern Es 
inOneme 
| Agnes Nimmo i Hsing in Vansuver and Ronald & working at 
Kita BC 


To ow In Calgary, wile a he present ne David with he 


i ‘THE ROBERT (BERT) NEMO STORY 
Me, Het Nimmo wat torn at Wishaw, Sailnd, ad came t te 
apd tie fn B12 He arc the northwest quart 9€ 212817 is 
1 


sates er Bar Rly Fa Nel Fae en (Ol, 





Bet marr Rom Helen Grenwo aught f W. H. Geen 
oon of Oi Manson an Rainbow 

ase Greenwo Nimmo wat born a Oks, Api 10, 160. She cam 
with er fey to Mane ners er dad ea honed, an wre 
{Roikhershontg a Wie Rowe Shel at Maron, She bong 
‘Gren, umed pre wlty a4 home women 








i Tn 104 Bert and Rowe fl che Hand Hi, They sted at East 
Coulee, were Be woted in the miner ad mit hare of the maine 

ones Thy ved ho hry theyre 
Thay had fay of fur: emo sonm, Dani and Willa, om 
aught Helen snd Jorn nile Pay James, na, ee a 
‘afew Alora, sid Me oer Hlwel Snes me Eered Sacachonan 



































(Our sls to sete Me. Boel Mein le, dhs fiat hand 
Information tec, He cas oth Hand il 1908 He homes 
tine whe Bla arnt woke al he bie, Pedal wih 
Me Bsn He moved to Kelowna, BC. Sic then Hee har ben beer 
He puted sony th ou a ae ht ite an fv zen. 





{THE JAMES VAN SICKLE DANSKIN STORY 


Mr James Danskin and is wie Mery Ellen “Van Sle" Danio 
em oP Oi Tie oe age ne bah 
fog sccoante of the developments of the Went decided that West 
(Cina id ptr cppnin for hi ays sed to Alber, 
‘Seng ar igs River, i 107 "ir ametad war stand sou 
Beek Tails daughter, Hele, had aed Yai, dt 
te fend fy had tt Onto and was ving argh 
Rie ening here 1 shald be mental ere ht tbe eto 
ft Tle uy Elen “Hyde Polen the aogier of Hele and 
‘Gorge tye ale arise of James Van Ske Danskin of wm 
‘hao writen 


“The Danskin chit etch mari and seid in hme fhe 
4m Albous One any Jame Van Sis Dana, who war bono Ps, 
‘nti bameadedat Livonia 0, Te sce the ork 
‘aot sco 125-174 om many es Kw hi ms oe 
(ary tren «bck, oe ne ef te lt mers at Leong 
plone dye wre srewbat dient fom tt tt oe bad 
‘ce operated by De. Laon’ wile opened up sbow 1908. De Lawbon 
Sit ond ib Jt Moat al i's lhe are 
shout he sme Yer some «yon ce wo eer There were the Bl 
Sri Heron Lavan’, ‘lcardo' Dab wal other Hence 
1 de tamu wa nthe aking aod fad bpiniog when Ble 
‘Sil wor bul in 101, by Ales Nil. The sal wat red fer 














a few gs Jt prety mable o carey on with farming ope 
stone at Broks dou andcme to tne wah fim Ola chen 
{peak of on ofthe wet blank sash te aren fn TT Cope 
{a hay ete compeely level One eller erie at hee wee 
Sie ta feng ho logon jin Des bse 

Jin bul «lg ben abot 1912 cr 1918, Sener! enople “barn 
dance" wets held se tines nd tog ad woe be 
‘Bo tlopones, vas a day tip by Yum and buggy fo engage a 
rch ay orm dae 

















—EEEEEE———E 


Jim Danskin ved opt up by dawn inthe Bate ad Reel Less 
sa fel south of in le ye wh wera rake, ed ced 
Ie dh hay lie: He fuped we Tommy Sone Bly Watson, ey 
linha ghd other Many on inereig aol tle cold thst 
Boys tly they wore sll alive, Thre re alway 1, of fon ad 
rani when haylg cettgeter Jim hed ashe le end 
me’ Crested: wis tnd to line on the Whiting pace, ar ke 
rs at in arm, 

‘On Novem 16, 1917, Mr, Dasa Se. pied sway and was bur 
in Dali Ms Dakin Se went to veh he dager Ane 


Fen: Orgone lived san advan! ap, and a bre in Poe 














ll ‘hn June 16 191, "Welln Bell sng ot fr i dhs ie 
dy’ Genwi, sso Ener Granmoad Avery enforale 
Seidag dence secre tok place Ga sbe "Dun are A Targe 
‘Sod uber i tbe newlyweds hong apy ie 


I he alo 1918, the ded lftoenanepdemi Heok out in the 
arm Ente nmin re nd Tn few boa: One wo me went 

ftom farm to lam dng he necry Chore, and ging ge 

teed spl Thee ho woe yo fr ome sare were et 

Balin whee sacha wat improv ib aorta J wa om ofthe | 
Eto they Den tn dy eto wd ae of Hr pig, 
November I 1k. te war w sok to the ene comunity. Symon 
one ighorond won aut tothe youre. Tt rohet 

ine bed oto oe erm, 























Sever years ner Cindy mi «Mr, Campbll at Trechu, and 
see pee 


nthe year 120 Jancis’ farm became the propery of Me 
i ‘Ome Bata iy. 
RI SHAW 


“The Shaw's homed in the Bly disc about 198. They 
fad alt fst re pod ranchers Shaw’ waa EP. th 








Tot Alberpreoment. ‘Te Show cole wat nse hi. They 
I to fad anc in Sr, Tyo Ve anc 1908 10 
unois story 

My husband and 1 came to the dst in July 1908. We ad wo 
Ii sll Fys ero yout ards moe. We sa had the foster 


1 {iden ne sae oa rom Caller age in. ean lesen eas | 
We toneh len a ne were rancor Te lee mar ng = ou males 

| Saran‘ fed” We ton bought oor ste to neck i 

| Tema wonder sunt! Fores snd wae tho allrancher | 
na ig ey and we loved 
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Mr, Dubs was an cutstanding eran, and hed ce of te bs 
ried sae bo he soi: He was aon very god cater 

We ha «sre and «port lice at Bob Cong’ far, which 
vas seer ly fam our ranch Bob Congdon was the we erp, a 
Fe was so pd tll ul Tat ore sapelid l the anc 
Te tome We ado leone in hse dy, and he eet om 
woh Serr, sue sven nel ty. 








Tame to Canad 4 ld 1908 had eer ed nthe oetey 
etre bo red is ocak al ern 0 dive teu ad 
Sn wu oar ly meas rrsprtatin 





“Thee ere scods hae albu Lad Bad ome wach 
pvc eo nnn fo ec or gr ule. oy str uP 
mth Sirs she helped wh the ecg or ayn She den 

rad Hcsman Jeg, sod lived the Hand il. The Hand Tile 














‘EECGL woe but tome fine in 101, which ar blo the Bla Shoo 
Ses il We wee lw pled to ve a sl boa inthe nigh 
ate mocha our emertsnment church concer aa dane 1 


wl school We ba gind mila eon pn and seo 


We were all gcd igh, 0 mack enjoyed Ing gether 


1 sa ll he sll on gow op roe wba as ers ere 
1 pt cough cong to tke year ad ug and eve 1 them 
{els harder sy hone fur a dees to evasion ow des, 
Td toc oar oo opin ally an be pe of ur ior 
Taso Thy eed he hows in one wall. 





We fal och to ae pos ofr clone us — led Lawton 
burg Gur der Nts la” whe ms Pot Mao ve Wo en as 
eye oo chaste nse and geen ng th be 
‘S5GUh go! huror They wece mndefl prope bo dapsone TH 
neve fog he 

‘Ou ie gi mas orn in she eae hose, ane 181, blow he 
vat Bon te Bi Steel Hee, Dx Lavan mar tendon ane 
Mb « nos fom Son Franco why wat visting fo the nlibord 





‘We toes our lee fro R. L Shi, who was the Mreber of 
alma oA at tat de, We Bogie Hw twenty eo ed 
Tose bet we wen tha for only thee years when the Goerament 
‘feted tp or homesteers We tw ese home bing buy and th 
‘Regs beim ped up We ere ing ero ont 0 had sll ur 
SRE sate to Bish Columbia te T0V7, We had found vbst we 
tated ba to sme ne djs thre 














‘ur son, Alert ws one ote ted tthe Hand Hills Stam 
le He es tlhe are bck totes He bas ropa nicl ie 
cs ove sm bu ralph one andre Ty ta 











awe cons ano the come 40 se who soul rope the most ale, 


A Ral has made the stent that he ern wo ian hoe from 
Jack Dubtty tnd lend sol roping fon ns ts 


Mz Diol ped ny sea yus a: Ont lay, bar 
saad sl yom Rone We ad's hoe, bt Sapte 
OL td am pw tg an sparen AC shine aes ge 
air yw nd So nS" 





JACK BELL 


Ick Ball od on Art Di homes in the Had Hil rom 
tote ML He ld ths lnd eo David Thue then attend soe 
‘of Data Whe te they ought the Duo and Dad Wallac’ places 
fd moved t the Dabo fread te 18005 sowed he Walle | 
lea’ lenl to pt end hed'n Sootetal cop of boy They, bed ene 

aught, Marga, wh arid Art Saha aden te rf \ 
The Snide hed aoe oan one, Gupte ond fr se tase they 

Ae withthe lee whos ears sash ote al hs 
The bles large barn wich wa ams ete "oar da nop 
Ireveyen rad e 





Me. Ball dik in she late 1607. Trngh heath Mr Bal had so 
sel, Hello Mr Gllapie sbet 186 oF 186, Gls nw 
{2 HL Caen, mow of Vee! Mr Bal eind te Drombelr ce be 





pd ay i 
JACK Ross | 
The Jack Ho fly mowed 40 the Hand Hille inthe sumer of 
4918. Provons to eving bere thy Ine Tet and Youn 


‘Wen they moved er they re om the Bub place Boe Sent 
Blair Schad fe 500 "They moved to the Bly, Way place in 122, 
She hey built hua ad ld Mes Cla The hose fl 
Tiading whee ew mowed. Mi Ree ws’ ood te nd sed 
Some tints a pltemnn He wea © vey bandy man wh secre 
dace hore. He mone Hor in the 18s abe Aber 
| Wheat Pua! evtr” He now Tr with his dang Be Dry 
i Miler t Hanae 














“DADY WALLACE 


“Dad” Wallace, at he wat illo, pled “Sw Alcan Sip 
tho ihe eat gpa of son 14°17 Ho, his wife ad ewe 
‘ye oly smo ote Jury tl thr med Dal nee he ba 
{ral tte agency ors year ort He cid seme hid of con 
Salon during the Pt Wold Wary andthe famly ved Dele 
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MR, AND MRS. NORMAN DALSTO 
MR. AND MRS. GORDON FERKABY 


tn the sping of 157 Norman Dao an Gorn Feraby paras 
satis nw ihe Vien Vale ech fm Caen nde Ino 
The Hand ills dns, Goon hed operated sachin aby 
sana a Nona pncal tor pot ls and rge at Countess 
Bie nade al rn te en el a 
Feige rat arty not the ting eld a he wos ee 
Poh Taker Tiny spent the fe sur fencing pasts and using, 
Say up preparing frie wine So sme, having ow ala tthe dcp 
Sos the Hae Hil: Tw: Chratmas Nora's wet eile 
‘27Tany and Karen move to te ranch Broce wes born the fllorng 
Fencnr” Mamlenrved afr the tale har machine basins Bad 











uring the invent gers tbe proce of bull up the rnc 
ran Sn wih the expan fon arms ncn In Ocala 
Gn gre wan nde red om he bapand Te wn wat 
Bowing" ht unly oer nthe and Fle and any by the ik 
Forums of many: mers wal the Dla fe department, shee 
Stata and oly guns sn a hala wer daoped. 

The Hap His hee tenia we wall 








eon peg be 





‘THE, RICHARDSON TORY 
1 Dororny carom 

“The Rican folly — Mr, and Min, Wiliam A. Ricardo 

sp the Omer B. Richard cane to Ha il frm sho 1908. 

Ai at sme the sort rated wat Stor Casta and tp 

om iat wwe away om 


"The Omer Rchirdans wih sl fw mor ok he aie in 
sxginting the Bhi School Die he chal ws named or Willan 
Blin wha fa oy sone feted oe-ail lersae o the prope 
‘Stoct ulling: Schl was ony fstab fit Yea oF So 
{i'ie opr The in echer usa Mie Wipoore, who wa ang 
fe Water during Ir vast fom he rege ecg porton. Te 
ft nummer hee weno dsksonlybence—iower eof stom, 
{eight ine to wre ay Thee was mo leh The cer wre 
{Gr nal wwe he Mikdoard would oe day be wth Mae ryt 
Srey: The test inks wer the aks we een cold tag om 
fetes ware miley ried. Mow ofthe pi bo mater what he 
tr were in ie int ae Dr, Lawn dear Evelyn mst ave 
(a Than par She hed ne to acho blr ad cull do dort 
finch amv scent tn my gee Amo the pups of 































































ha ly schon wee the Edonen's—Arhis, Barton Dale ad Mari 
Gnd Basil Dulas ‘There wore ther but I do mot remeraber fst who 








Next tee mat Mi Salome BSc. Sheu fen Econ ed eld 
fly the iin and ng Afr hor ssw Bse ae agit the Veda 
Way's Think Iasi he sopenthprae fove Hai Shed 
ser or & al hol Jear—Sepen hag ome 





‘We ha many bral n hse dys od hey ae fen 
her baked or tr, nd fe il th coding My dai 


Mother organi Sunday Sl et Bae Schl with whence 
emablee. ving main tops, She played the ogre wih 
{ial cid Mer lspod taught hes Bie Cie 


The sear Richronssoved back te Maho sbout 1018, but the 
years longer Thee farm was finally old In 1S. Ome Rishardn passed 
tay br 185 Ns. Rebar and che dager Doky Ive fe Maco 
aha eee anther dante Joan Clank. lan Nico sb Ca 
tony, Alera the som Kets ot Bronctne Wasting, ore 
Trsebowe an pt oe ere 


dies Now: Mex Richaron pau away Jane 5, 196 




















THE. GLEN WILLIAMS STORY 
‘ss. ae Gin 


The fot time Taw the Hand HT masa Be Bl Sih’ place 
in helo 113, won I ame ove fom Crs ih my Bl 
Shit an Fred Mates ad's con ine inte Da Cul, sbvt 
fo mice oun of Ble School. Tope shout week here bing 
{he bal cl al eg Be cr 





My tur, Frank Wien, had ame pace at Col whee 
‘Manson, which be soll in 1917, when he bough the Willa Richardson 
ode gear To the fal a 107, my faer moved the famly—eny moter 
te brothers, Lawrence and Wey nd tse Anos sal Al, 





That fal, bre Civitas, my father weno Vcioda for made 
steatton, He underwent two Opsatinn nd panel avoy Febeanry 26, 
tobe postponed fore eouple ol dayn ete 





7 
4 


a 


eee 


be 
ie 


In November of 1918 the whale amy was scm by te Ha My 
eos, Lrwmnce, ny mor aster Anna wre tke 2 Dai oe 
(okt care fn fw dapt Lamrenee prod ony followed by oer 
Wouple of dee I om Armin day Aa finally recov. 
td 22 aed pase avy 2B 





Als the young se fay, wr fe Cri 1808 and 
no mee fl away shea trod hy Me and Me Willa 





My bother, Wesley, Calgary for many yar, een in 
the arty in Wild War Ie wit te Canatin Pd Rnginees Alter 
8 fa ee nC oc mo He erm 
Eiglind ued ee he spent his luce ovr ee saag 
Cia ir the Deka Jab Calabation in 188 He retard we England 
‘fain whee be al ve 





Beove Chins f 118 1 wont t stay wit George Biman 
family ed spent the ext of the winter thereafter tty was ke 2 
‘rnd bome'io me" tn the argo 1910 end ale of ou Tem 
chine, al owshold cts and Max S. Av Pepa bought the 
fm land 





tp 16021 summatlloned for Win, Bir on the Dr, Lawson. pla 
1 wetted fortwo fas on Se ten sl of Bate sd Maal, rd 
‘ent bse many yes wi Jl so. {baught wy Tse tak 
RES lm Cie alr and bald macy shes of grin Del. 








came to Dela He a 182, and have red are ene sc, 
crete 1 have ter lle my hand 0 became anced 
nding gin shovel A Tok bck ove he fear Tf that fave 
‘Ride steal cmbtioes to Del, td the rrrsoding divs 
EDITORS NOTE; In sheen day of the “iho hose dans Glen 
tecld vay be cout st conte hi masa les fo toe 
‘the wand dane fo angen ing to 





‘Om the et, dawn by Eimer Fee's in the Delt Das Parade 
cn Angus 5th 1368 Glen sll ened uy much H home seated the 
fle rcompanying the lt fides Hoge MePeand od Ken 
hier ant he sro, George Allen. 


ALEX: MITCHELL 


Alex Minh of “Sandy” be 8s simatic wat anor 
homteder of the Hand fils Dice He ar gue a na and 
‘Storaner is farm wn he soa quer of sete 152817, and 
fhe wore unser of 1-20-11 tothe wt wn soatbwetfon Bla 
Stale jac ie Cavalry Deson se Canadien Army when the 
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Fat World War bake on and worked a trinsin in tat in 
tM darog the wae 





he wld one quater to Phil 
tet war he tr 
pled th esa 





od ane im 





"anders be seed a Gabel land of the com of Vous 


‘THE ALOIS RavcH STORY 


1 departed from Har, Aus 
‘Cana and ced in Helo 

Tonal o Winnie M "he nip ose ty 
eld te tht» Me. Fas Home of Maat, Alberta rene Rem 

‘Cathe by to work fo m1 aed wer by taining a Mie 
oe cold ong ry ly ul not sak ny Eglo nde 
oie of pape ‘eet nue on elt fd stebdy 
‘i ine tre be id: pom ering in Mic te fet mn Tt 
Wes Mr Walter Madoc. abd, sfer reading de tame, pied a 
<Ezecon whore Mend Mw Rowe rls Harey a Jon ed 1 
‘eel walling fiat con caging my wir su, an had 
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Once when {war ding for Me. Rowe, the die eed ol nd 
nae to speak Engh T pte jo the daca wld EEEEEE. He got 





‘he mewge and give me to 0 He laughed mbt hs for sme ie 
hough the Morey Inia Rese under the Ite Mie Pro Gr of 





1936, T worked lr Anton Zipper. The flloning yer I rene land 
tn Me is Bie. he bt Ui ee 1 
tm the raul to pay Tom Broadbent forthe sxd awed im. With the 
ip of grad mgr he rt fas able wp ering galt 





of Harey Nino's frm. In 1OET 1 Bought my fine tao fom Gevege 
Maa od tl ig 

In 1988 T met my le parr, Cosi He Hann, and wo wee 
mari On Angst 194 we we led wih a etm Jae ard 
‘Ben Herman on Sept 121082 





in Neve of 195, I made my Cit ad nly rp back o Ania 


of horas drove to Maple Creck and Glechen Resuming our joarey 
{By sis we noed oe ight cn then moved on toe ar fo 
‘ay punts wis we sag or one wines My pent the Mere 
aon tn Bla fr sort te 

We bought quarter ssn of lands th ewe gun fs 
Abllar «head per mond We bre mee to, a ten dallas» bead. Mi 
Yorke sou the hore tothe sue hor and Tarn Par rode 
‘sd ras alt hed, We bre tore laden 1927 we had» lvely 
Gop but is comply led out brs we sul 
thousand dllirs Alter «ow ties the engine stopped. ad oct al 
fdlottttms scale 




















1 D8 welt the farm and moved wo Dorothy, and og» pool 
tai We yadda for te year, had t move on of pope 
isto weather conddons Me Yorke worked. im the mines. Mix Yorke 
‘ving in Eat Cle 















































BILODEAU sroRY 
te Pau Genser (Bazoes) 

My dud, Omer Bedns (Bl) wo born 87S, i Michigan, but 
sens Lt Queber Mn bur in 189, Camber 
‘Clumber oe 

Dad tele gute «bein his younger days ements ie in 
she Nom! re, oki o e iesnd ab tbogming lg. Alot 
{Ban he we Aa, Te many ote, wi be" a eve 
Het Al ie many coer coe ot few er lat, broke nd 
Trenre Alter 4 end bgt hi pr opt peed ok 
FESSIST WRC ay ob eval she ine wa adng et om ate 
THe aco fom ve [obs ate trying to bene hela eventually 

Tn IG14 Mie and Dad met Union Bay, Bris Columbia and 
ste shan courier st Soni Bets Cam Tat 
fine year tey move soar om she suk a te own oR 
Mma Gh they et for seal years Boh my ste, Laaroe 
tnd Gacy, ere bn 

‘De sl the farms Ronan nd hey went back Union Bay 
tt Modes fl" spt ayn year Der, ater which Dod 
Seat e orming se came Ales and bought he Das 
Teen AE Hand Hil aout twenty ese of Drumbel. 
































“he Wg bare and ganas fod been bik by Mr. Dasa, bt 
a bt tne be ball fo mele ie twosome! one ha eer 
Fecame pup Ro 

The thr wee fil yrs for Mom so Dad, at well for 
cs, ball gates seampedes, dances and get-togethers among, neighbors 
that wil nvr aot, 
(Phyl) wa brn n te year 1982 inthe Drombler Heal 
1 dot eee te 00 nly Te wa hat ere tld to me By 

Te rmennr ring Rome fom Bay Schoo jm st ast 
=r yg ot dato shan ence: Seti th hee 
‘Sie ted He's lng ons fw few yar lt have 0 
Tub company. Aue Cape’ and' fl ty he tpt when he 
Tiger grndprente Mun MBA Blo Then Mand 
SOs fitetbugh te Cont foyer to ien, Harvey 
td Leone, de oe ck ocho 
































1 always holed forward to the dye the minan came, Grace an 
Tent lets hem, alte woe the anf he Free rs 
fhe abs 

The and exement of arent mas dhe ght of my el 
hood Ai tines ie Ringe sed op Mam th the coking, sal 





eT 





sementer the sl ffs config the morse: and peste 
eon the oven when {came hoe om sel. Te nd nl, hahig 
EoSne ua te suew mks aes ogo he part ow, Dt they blo 





1 liked the winter ut they some lst 9 lng. Tere wasnt 
too such son and we tel Bla a Coie ast ws Emo 
‘er they Bough tnd moved nt he Cov farm, 


aly In 1948 Did tok sk and was ake 19 Dram Hospi 
He was ase os Calgary Hail wher he pase ay March 
Eclat yer That we ofthe wort wintery can rome, Wi 
ed det Leow dts tne sod ryote: ut wih bey 
tom oto Moe and naga Ew mona ier Moter bad 
te eatin sand ie frm ware sl to Oro Tmann Then for 
opie montis Mater and Tork or Mr W. B Send. Bees 
Mtoe eth we mowed cr ts Bets Calunbia to be wr 














“That Quulae, Kon Chamber sn 1 wore mari ot Coareny 
sch Coluabie bt ser fm moni med back tthe pan: We 
The in Drum far fom years hare Ken trucked, but nse fll 
Bae! we mired tote Sublci Home Fm, whre Ken freman 
‘he hae fe chien” Hoh France Dwight, Danny ond Bone 
‘Te ot two gis sited Draele Coaponte High So! and the 
Ties yourga om goo Varden Valley Sel 

Mer nayed at the cost for aboot ayer a x Rall, bt ema 
vu der rant te where she wrk fr 2 ube of ar, ater 
Une wp rola fa Nuomine. Moe sl ns fo Nace 








Turse busbnd, Jn Ha, omn ad operate a diy lr 
“Tht wv a nr, bt st ame Rood, Beth 
Renken 

‘Grice taried owls Conn of the Hand Hie and they have fe 
lite To Ey, eamate tad ons ho are bth rd ae 
feithe com Thurs sone La, Keane and Allen Lau in de 
RcMe and sedge st Suksons, Kenn the Ale Foc, ond 
Alen at head ging taco 





‘THE. FRANK NELMES STORY 
re Mas, Nees ao aces 

Frank Nelms cme 10 Cana fom Droitwich, Balan, Aoi 
of 138 Tle came 0 Stier ie en he slay’ at tht tng, where 
fis eter ba ld on bona «yar prev Path worked wih 
TBS blather ead clerked in «sre 10. When tend ie the Hand 
HMie'wasthagen eg, bythe eames fer horns dpe 
“upon Fasc the apf en in nto the Deion Lard 
(Stl i Cagrywailg a night, and un em tock the at marl 


m0 
































forthe fe to open. There wis ong ow of en wing some 
‘hem only to fad Ste Land had ltdy bc Hd on Fak wot 
secant ung choir of bomen ond preemption, et hs 
into Me. J, Bat was soe — ow he had sepyel sate tect 
tn ld ed, aed wae una to get bac ad was too le, 











rank bul lite shack ten by outset and rake twenty aes 
‘land He spent se moh sach yet Tor thee thee ers oh 


He bog four bones wih hare and x wan, nd frei 
goss ind tpg om Suter tn He ore the Hand He 
‘Sroalby Mi. Bot Conon. He hed cyt til of bs expen 
ld and windy day be was om x dy seth of pai oud 
‘wheat of the og nn case wing towed Ny ere 
{Dat over hs hed the a sere apn bk and firth Ind wind. 
The Teed hort tuldely stopped, ton fumed qu. sting 
‘om sopin and Prank fat mod hol, ‘The an lip walking 
(Buc tested eat wom are weed of arring et oer 
{ito the dst, Penk bad to pa ll op cnt of the mesa 
Tod up agin He spent he ght ne tego, ming wl oh 
to paced fare om his nay. After roving sp the ape, Prank 
Teoh ond so a ran ie then, woke in Stier fo Me. Du 
Dae enor 

















War was deca in 1914 and Prank ith my ber and many 
sites fed the sry. Tey pnt rene wih he 167 Being be 
rank woe wanted 10 the Shh, aod seed with ot fr the 
fecperton, Set tak he ang ine Mine wand warn he 
[og wher be ard he pls cypher oe He we 
‘earl to Cena nd dcarge c Maro 11 





Wo wore mara at Vetran une 1919, nd came to the ome 
tied to Mert farming. We boop ll ou les nh x fat wep 
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“The consd a «co: cl, ys 





ing, and pig whic was «wedding 


‘We som mde very der reds amin the sr My it few days 
vere ent at he hone a Me Carle Clb, to Homestead 
ECR ow yb Aso Zeer Gi we hc, er 
apbourts pd Sard her spp wih me sof wold’ have apy 
‘biaars whwhch sat tame inde Ter gee We 
sted wht them unl we got te sac ead Up and ppered Wh 
fvepopr enw up Use, abe ad he Weed te ntl we 
‘reac fol oor Mowe year ler: Mean Mie iter eed 
Tetra for ony few pes uhen Chars hel alley ned 
‘hay led to ae the fre They men Bak as fois pop he be 
uel wy that ane yu 








"Th highs of the ld day wore the acho pli, Ne ses 
day of hol tach yea adhe Chimes care Ou fur cdr 
‘de resto Hat Scat dance tes tb one bf mie, wir 
id stmmen whe Mir Aled Howard arti acer for eel en 
‘Heyee ot ly but wn pl lhe ee, and ay Toe 
td pte in very 

ic mn wa hl Wi Ce Ce ar ca 
sees oe bn be te ding Many twee mac te ge = pay Ie 
Tine ar wel sume “ie rl wet gui sete ing 
Sey gods but cher nr dhe eam end be ly Sit adnate fe 
{Be qunntiy of nies doce: Howes, twa fen and money as 
Enc we rete lay han So bu me go and Tor ng ae to 
Sphere even inte cle wenher, The oe rely sale wis ol 
‘a ronds we daring hse 





{remember ope wip Frnk mae alone wi four Monat lg, 
he mara ia tall lad bat the hl ary aep and, 
Aion te gusts the may ip the igh ped ec and et the 
Mom Sin wen He bed urged deve Ear eget to fed is 
Inte lhe deed or leeds‘ tey we on thle backs a he 
‘Edphide dows they wee harm Prank way «ble to une 
tem el with ging cla be go is ct Hed and glng sgn 
Sess SSB bon a ont pr ote 





‘voir te Fak and Tor MeBeath woot tbe Me. MeBeath 
toa bby Tas ceo apt the dam me. ue en wer tht 
ints bard and ot ts aed sed ome lr ig sel cold 
te hungry We spe theremin of the might in oer eoetond 
‘ee ita thatthe mer had aed bone ally wth Ge coal we 
eo by. war shel expec ede het eee. at 
‘gon and znd tm wih indi that nse ete 


the eu days the lowest char was in Della which war 20 
far ve with re Lnes  Suay Schl ma red by Me Herbert 















































Mniganry, a me moe bl o ae our cide. Thi filed «ned 
treba! lg deed The Bie ste pres ening i ad ed ot 
‘Saden foie std at ible St, in ater years Thon come 
the wondnrilInventin of ado eh be, mata programmes and 
ts many gure manage Wat wees Hsing to a cnn ome 
(Sided do ok Rati Sondny Shot ee 





sess not t00 mel all through dhe yeas We aa ound ft very gd ie 
‘Wik or four ven: Mini oo bs pow tS worker We 
Ue Cau Cladye bo nara secretary, maid farmer, Abe Tore 
they Hive at Vermin with th fur len, Edo aso way 
tnd ao ie in Red Deer. "They have wo len 

‘We sl our frm n 152 at the death of our sn, and moved 




















Yeu. plnerng othe hom was «bard le bt i ade our 
county wha rey a county wich ob rot 





(MR. AND MRS, ART KANEWISCHER 


‘Are Kane wa al Schule ne Mein Hata mn 
ds Kg of the Belipound ro 190, From the tine of thee 
Serge aol IST they lared. near Sele, ‘They ‘hes mone 
Mais Hit bee Ar acepead jb at Moda Pot T552 
they redo the Hind He and. tok up selene ont Nene 
Bc we te al re, The a il a oy of 
{ie Owns sed steam of yoong ty cl hae placed bame’ 
[At aad Hla eounch SUA acters phi drive ned ex 
‘Sramunity wire Though Hide as sued proooged bapa cn 
{iam hoe happy pt son ile all wh Eoow he 








DR. KEITH. 


Dr. Ket, ls wile and hve sons, Br, Max nd Chie cme © 
‘he Mande e100 "They homered the north hal of ston 
S207 known 10 ute Rowe plc, De Kah ws rthed mc 
‘bet Tl young bo, Chart, ok grade oh the Hand 
Shri dma wots Ala Vonee (Lars) aad Ano Misch 
‘The ash the fr rotaran nl They befor ely te 
Grou yer when hey ld ot Me Acta Home 








‘THE ARTHUR ROWE STORY 
+ Pa Rowe 


young. Ae tht dime tere were thre of a, my aldet ster Brena, my 
SI"Ead younger ser Esty. Daiog th fe me Ue here, 1906S 


ct 
od 


tie 
= 


1018 anctce sve, Vern was born. We Il be Hand ils n 1918 © 

terra to abo and hgh we rrrned to Aart 120, we id 

SSE’ te spomanent eid Wo al speod parol ees 
on tee 








‘As [cl oe olds wat ply me ond 
and fol ot hry les he bao 9, ma So. The ony Ag 
Pegg shot te pce ms showin sn merine I we 
ce eel the time ihe hanes rn aay and wagon wheal 
ght ona he wide ep 


King and Proce wee the runaways They sce 0 enfoy taking 
it SiS sce, ao fang ne loch hat ine they at 
eat este fete wed seed soy on te of thm end rapped 
Se vy etn at ta Tay Wa ae 
Ewe fms home tthe smple een oping the bw te 
{ito mow ued tig Be nm it 
ee eee py sul Dad ply cad leo of ws most 
SPT say ae De never wes uf weary but be mest Be 
tran sre emp a ie 





dont know excl when fst hoo Bat Las meal 1 
cootnae’ becae Twas ts young. Rnwey when Tas allowed 9 
athe he echer nt yong man named Mil. He n'y 
Bra fom ie army, Ante ache was young wom 
‘i ater baa ie im 


Thinking about ool reminds me of th old grey pony Da bout 
foe ony Soe na te ot 08 thing you coe sw. Sh an 
Tet mt aro the pare reber than eat wo aed alll 
PAS We could never cash ber bt Dad old. Wee sat off wih 
rods eng the ne he ware hon Tend make cor way oP 
Eepit tert net Marsan Sonny (Prank) Molden. Pro tae 
weap cnt schon wih, Ol Geoy tary at Teast thee No 
Toni lore a ie 





cal the shot sto hgh ground nthe ous ore of 
Sd js sas fo ed ed sath of he sd wa ep 
RE Sth Spring a he bam, We ted to go domn to the lg 
Sow I deat: Eno wheter we mere seppone to uti som we oe 
‘oT thn ear ball ang when were sey the very bors 
(ive ened ome dep, dep alley. 








We ba «lot of fun ot rests an noone playing running pues 
oa georalyortng fsx Te we Bed to go bck it the sl 
a Tete ead ing snd atime Satins 1 wat ey Du 
"hot weal ney 


“Thats ang me ag, The Ia ke Las a he Bla Sco! wa 
ass Cinna Cnet in 84 hive smn and Copp 







































Gane ic, ne Mother and Da My ster Breda Hare Eine 
‘raid, wo living in Edmonton and one n_Oetwa Vern, Me Jack 











Pantene ana and tho ar wile Sow Is 4 Wl 
eh wh be ashton gs. Manor Wace 
Ritrp aver at Wane it bd ato od 0 





Saughtre Ely Belle in eon, She hw st i Oe 
the"aed Bruce vt th eat herr they can ors he gouge of 
fee ofeach hs mired wed thames ides 


1 taught sco! at Awan, ten et Hand Hil ner at Guy 
sot hain" Pt Ret mail nth sn ae 
‘Two years ago the people of tis aren honored me by naming the new 
igh Sohal the "al Hawe High Sch" Iam the ipl he fn, 
ee bnalaly-eppd school te Tm ry ra 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Shory alter eosuing thi sy per Kindo of 
Pl Rows we nied he llosng ee 








(the ees f the doe andres ancreecy 
‘of the Colerain sf Ganda 
Paul Arthur Rome, Equre, BEA, 
tn recat of alone ev fo the atin 
Jay er 





{JOHN SEWALD 


The Sols cine the det lee the Rowes and ved on at 
farm fort sbort ine: We ean well omen Mec Seve t's sngag 
‘i who id much cueing 








MR. AND MRS. ORVILLE TABOR 
sro ay Onmite Taton 

One spd Bey Tako sod baby Franc move oun the Ar 

Ron frm othe fall 190, Aco ghar, Pty ws bom in 100 

rove to abe Mihict dite nd farmed tere nthe tient 20 

Bramballer wha iy now rel Thee wo dougie tein te Deli 





THE. ERNEST HOWARD STORY 
Scotland. He cape vs Canada in 1907 to Ontario ead wer to 
11K He werk for Bl Boe ney yn, armed ond rnc 





ack 


(by 





no. 





tel 


In 1034, he manod Ales Helen Bal daughter of Mr and Mo 
‘urd Blof he Han Hil 

‘We, Alc nd Ere, a ken ll etd the Arthur Rowe farm, 
then ta eal he Kis pase 

‘We ese te mie forming. Pies were lw ding de bungry 
to. We'med chiens ‘uray, pga milled cows, We made 
tndtd pounds of bute ech math bleh wel ten cots our 
{ale in ude lor rss Dering or tn Yas om te am 
‘rst bil dvi aod pathoppr We tnd ‘ar solos auld 
[Gasper po costing of mest sod pon, supplied By the 
Sema. mie bung tower at MIA Ts pon wet 
Enel ne the ned fds efter shower or whe te ce ws ell 
Sn the plans Une qu eatin Our feng sal dane by lh 
hen bend of he: We pushed or ft taco abot 1040, ewes 
Sait Par 

Al the hartge done by lade, socks ad shred by ams, 
bundles rack and she behing acne’ ler Pet ally A 
Mehing 

‘Our plghrs we mt hitb and. They were the Pranic 
‘sine th ary Nm red McPed, To Broedbent, Jock Belly 
{Helen Lonard Maney and be Rey Ls 

Te wus. highlight for Blac dat when we got Roral Mall serie 
nce wes Te ll bot wor nag of prog, Mi Por Sad 
{fer hor jos wor oar mal amen. 

1 mde eyrycomenint to send ml nd cos oot Me Parr 
ore yt inte ad sigh a tam nite Many aac 
tip he sold sual esr condiens aed imps fod Du 1 
IME Pact ullng edit ev, he “Rol Mi slo Fld, 

‘Our fur clon wer al har wie hd othe ll To ely 
Hole an Vil andar byy Dal se Raber were lb i he 
‘Brunbelr Hoya Bode gts trod anol at Blair wth Mis Mable 
mpi iby Zaria aces, 

Th 1844, we poche! the Henry oly fr at Manon. Th meant 
spe mt ete our many feande and nights ut tart we wold 
Ehact'cur wy of ting! Te straston as Bet lan, beer hls, 
reo tow oan exalt ond 

‘Our lay have all dene ll. Al have made Homer fr ebemsves 
ot fr rm ut We ae po for ev prides 

‘hos ad ull vase fond re ofthe Hand i, We 
have atnded erry Sop ough the yeu Taye ee 
she erence my rw 
Stctiy "Toe are splendid ge rode Miyata new hoes 
five bec ered and'nrery lec jello bur sae ange he 
‘Sidren to conl shelf Dalle Fatale od sole wha hose 


200 
































tlc seine hi the Ry" have happened Bt wel kat ha 
Hover tnd test ity yer of weer ie 

We shold ket enn + woo appaciatin to the Book Club 
weber lee ther odd dint peeing he past oben ome 
‘Tha eo tromendooe task sd me they wl Be ewan some 


‘all way. This Bok ahold be cred by sar ei oe 





JAKE WARKENTIN| 


West of Cast Band Se ew half etn of lend Homesteded by 
‘Mr, Metaren wich had charged bande mary Soy ed Heed seed 
Tanne of'whow it bar peven dificult ge dell. intemain 
Ainge wh lvl hee athe felling. i. and Mee Tabe 
‘Warktndn cae tere in 1838 when ti ay ich conse of 
‘om aad thes datghess was very young. They ved shreor e yo 
[ee Korhasr mae ie eho or our yours the nad set 
the die sharpening hres aor rts ni tie Fo 158, 
12100, ronal Benr who marl Eda Te retell reper 
‘Thar daughter oer aewndo the El Soi, Say, th ns wat 
{preairler a the time Laer they hed ensher deeper Diane He 
‘et flowed yh eter, Rh Bee, wh se ut ene of 
{ro get Rady Lat ire on May 26106 nage track clin 
‘th sot nexghbor fon the Hand His Be Warkecn pn fo 
(rer the fam ard altiough ty nly lived. Dre fr one winter 
{Wo summery be orne the property tn B62 when I ea pure 
By Dawe Mocach. Bon Mama tho prsnt evar bavng poral 
her Daves doth in 188 





F. HALL 
“he Halls came to th Bla Shiels in 1808 and led bale 
rile nerh of emcee They ved thee forfour yt nl fn 1 
‘Tea two sonal Ive iv abe Dale dee sl, ond 
eg Mr Nel len Calg. 
CHARLIE EWING 

‘Chute ving cme to te lard Hille 108 ond located one ile 
nag te Bt Rr He bp «hf Glory i 
{Dy hose lon hand kerk mene ONE 

Chul Ewing's da, WilamS.Ewing, «cement come fom Hho 
tn she spring of 1508 ie aren Casi tww dla an 
ue Hi daughter, Mrs Sas Hasse eps ti borne amy 
Of he carpenter days Shelve a Swalall They were em of te 
Geo and ted inthe Han Hil” Alt Buss ade hs hae 
with tet or some ne 

Charo ving pase aay in 912 He was bao at i, Kaho 
‘where ire rm Ty a olay 
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CHAPTER VIE 


LAWSONBURG SCHOOL, DISTRICT 


The tame of Lawronbarg may be gone but etalon forte 
te beings tune of bums 0 tne wo poner ere. Tey 
or Tee cry land om al lls ie and Goo clon of oe 
Shay nthe “pa ald dap cejone was the same ua 
Ths end ya pe te fem eat tener wt anger ae the 
Terlines ty made en ry acl 














rigs to tonn were queen unerabng, The eres ns wee 
Caio nh st and Se ct on tng abot 
Sestlee ms tow Hand Hil Lake To go toler tm and 
‘hu oul te fhe or day Mat of the people of Layo 
ered goto Close hough his ant erasing the Rd Deer 
Fiver at Davey nt» very hard pl To he bas 











News a lee from borne wee lenge for and welomad At 
fixe mal ws raced at Cangas See the nah, then the ps 
tice nase and up atthe Loman dling place on Jone 
fine 180, Mes Whiting, who var 2 Janice ofthe Pec, named the 

iis honor Doetr Lamson he Hand. Hl 
was poses and hard the job er 
UE mee song wih ber oer utr dtr we, son proved 
{Re gem that dlowed the pos ie war moved several times. The 
edet wer ute lllowing hanes Mi fone Bl Beet Newnan 
Fc aa YohaHendenons aC. Fuel and Mts F_ Masowe 
Felling tts aa ml tees ard andl in lc toy 
























taweocbung dst Dose the fst church ithe Hard Hl, 1 
wos the Epica Mision ofthe hrc of England and was the est 
Noi ellen It'wan ton thee that ie war opened aed 








In de tine he number of siden war ocesng and I mas 
called that wd wa td ery aly te aan Sere of he 
‘Kien ‘ner svn png to Rr or Er whic were sh some 
toner coy war bt wt September twenty id, 1B, that Lamson 
| sie" Stio! Dist 4! wo cubed. The mando othe com 
Inte were Chie Wit eB, Lely and RC. Homer. Me. Hor, 
| Feta sony, meg with Bore Pace forte se of fe ace of 
teed the sl die on which the ho! war so be bul Th 
Testa waste sot some f won ete. the pee was tet 
| fred pe ee, Afr was ull Sat athe arene et 

































































uno and aes Ml marl I od 2 
‘who did when thet hind child wns form fo 1876. Uo 1670 Wiliam snd 
Each" el ny al i wh Jk he 











Browne hile 
fr 


ot hoe Slant bre and fcr her marine 
‘ict elim orl spel 








ck wes aleays wonderful saver and bi bakey sated wh 


















Teck ad Mal cane wor sd staked fd nthe Het 190, They 
suyed Calgary that ier Jack wore In hana etd 
ey seve et bo aay ca bea 


Tidus ome te Mana tom Scr Ban Tihay was bor at 
Pertge a Pre, He bomescdedsrrd Cabury ner bce 
‘ovo boyt and nine gs fn 1909 they sinned to Edmonton whee Dan 
TR we ch polke unt hee, Gevtrade ck Inthe pat 
tiles 108 met Jace who wes plalog sey” oe onto Ta 

Elmont wet tt for he Sty Cup aod 108 on Ap 8 
eck apd Gorfe Ware marie. They veil by rin Sete tad 
Eo ie othe ile by boy 

















The might that time wre Jock Ce, Troper Newt, Pl 
fd Jad played lnkey wid Renter Millstone wa toy 
fine bey player and hr balay saree had tary fl xperses 

















[Nichols eink in. New Yorks which Inia hockey to the Usted 

{O11 Jack J, war bom end “Hay” Mile, the hokey slayer, 
cae Jack Miler te et ock and Gere hd ee Wil 
Mure nd Maroc who were a snl tv ithe Hand Hille 
Dr Massa fnen Hanne atended hr bk Jas: Sore Dr Mason 
Indra mest owt Modal T whith was theft cr a He Tl 











ic Je srt acho Calgary then want t Eimer Sebo Twas 
slot or tne std he weno Hand Fly Lae Shen” Wen Wile 
eo ohcal abe eed uch went 10 Had le Lake Musk le 



































ser hol bee ad Mis Peters wat eta, the warm weather 
{eve ete od bogey sound te suchen of the Tb eo 
int Foes od Sand he nd sae To 











Doe we ated tw me mach ds 
AN send soak 


Ale Dae eo 
vv Eovoburg, Stel ame ne bing 
thee wot Gade 











ESR are 





The Cub House played very norms prt in alo Te 
ws te sce rsa yoy enter the stampa the plele fr 
Ml a'schods, the Cheats tensors, and wonder pot Tok super 
dene te wimer All te chien woud slate for wwe sod 
Fon hy seta Th mmr si 2 charge We all ated cc 
Sadly urnfng and syed for bal emer From the tine we wa 
Ea eral wea Bay ght dance ate ball can ne 
(GEE Is Kea te seigh ble Ar we go ey we ere ee down 
yee ames the Kishen Koay we go beau fo 
[arte dancing The Cla Het the precion of “Sant 
Ait a nomendove ondralog by Ms. Begs ad te eos 
Many of he cen who adel de costes 














‘One ye Fd Kale rented hts and exe 
tal 


wm 























Many «hal ough eb ge mas played tbe Club Hous 
Wonder ia 





Tle hat Jack bd the fat toys amped ee al He ad 
sc ont tinlhdy sed peopl eae fsa far tay tthe set wa 
had A hone aed Thy hed dog tena on ay ak 
Tere Cah enone tog pmopane brn. Ato the eres 
trove gene pigs aod Chalten Lacy Moron and Mabel Pose 
heh dew ol Pre wa the dow 





Ditance ment wry Hie then, Jick and Wilene clin rode > 


‘Campbetson the rer on Py night and ame home Sunday night 





Something ways remembered wis the your Lansonbur, Sect 
compe for tat fone ge Crippen woe the did Tor he mat 
folne Mark Lae tral his ek I youed ai all day 
End si ll te wy home, ate won! 


1m always light that we iv nthe dys of cocoa dance, 
arn dmc hr sa, are dance, and manque, Jock tnd 
Fre Oulie sivas dren. ar Bah ye One yar Wilone made 
dont of nny acs fomllery ta ed pumpin ard lowe 
Seen ually geod cllr—and wa hr ew pri 





Pi, Lake mas lve spot, Baryon ane 10g fig thre 
sit pcs, We has pts of the boy eying Th ech, 


Ml Ailes wih he fay for many year He belo wonder 
sexu tf humor and nveye sect to be taking eof car apart ot 
Fortin tpt He wes rt fon when i sae ocean wor 
Pe ling evn fora fie wed makeup songs shut wt Mar, 
dg the pomp ol to take a grea de fis avon, 











Wi aivay had music at home. I was ln «alt ad an 
hur singing her spp a intr Yur when we ere aay. 
‘inc hare fo vt webed a ongvong fat ing Marre was the ge 
{tbe fy She sg i use five org gh schon oe 


Play are the ay fk songs ballads dat Dag 
1s coming home oad fay and he monde snd of Mote 
Singing ube cong ret ne morning 





Jack Miler pnd aay in one, 184 Mee. Miler ese ot lei, 
aun Ber ater iden ere bras ime, Jick Mile Jr, marsd Wanda 
lem and ets High Ree Wiese Cilerd wee bor oo Marck 
Si O1e and les at Gothen hal MeLeen, brn on Deceabe I 
{Big im algy. Marre Farr, bon an May 10182 





Jost few thes on Uncle Wile Calva, knowo far and wie 0 
sunbed Int Canada fom Nesp, Hahn, He owned 
ePStonad da Exchange Livery Stable i Basin, hen aan as 
Peete Inter lnc In lo book on thn Red Deer Re a the 
rae, Bal Pound. He and Mark onpmery were Tn pares 
‘Tha ae but the ed wer pd dem on 








tn 1909 Johny done Unle Wille and Glen House all trove the 
Hand it He, Loncate tea epg ste 


He ws fen our place He wa gate «oer tn sy and wos 
srl a wonder Ghraaee 


Fred Carder and Mr, MeMurcay wer smo very eaty ance, lo 
the Hi iste "They cme the Yor a 906 witha re eed a 
Taree ver winter that flowed they lst a ofthe ck 
Shi‘cosequnty ve, p ranching. Ped Cinder owned the gure 
reso tmdeaey uth ot Rex Homers He ld aed wet Sete 
Str an wang wh Ror Sw Laer om here ws 2 wf 

Bera th were under the rare of Shaw. Cader and Good. Me 
Midtatay tok wit honttead eb and ier oll co Alfred Era 

















tied Br, though eveyone cle him “Een wa one of he 
fiat come th ee ork or Robert Sh in 1903 wd ater 
tes elie lr he pcs hit own nd, nhch was MeMareys 
Fcc Heri prt Hered cole and she 

‘native of Swern rn wax known fr hi talent onthe Ale 
oa Nie semated a-bechlar wad syed os i frm wn i 
ua tn abut ae yor 18 








THE NEWMAN STORY 
sv Mas, Noma MeRas 

rhe Newmans wee brn i Herhingloe, Behe, England. The 
hn Bs Fra Bert eed Walt, oad th amy in England a 
we ithe Sui Aen War Pan wes wih the Lond Statens 
Mee ate ihe wer fr same to Cased abd sont” on te 
swat ade of Fld He Laken 808, When the sant ie 3 
eyed suid somes Bere apd Welter sted thet ether 
WoSve"stee’ Sar Rane on Febronry 28,18, Ns Ber Newman 
frog in Ape othe same Sring iin at Basano, She alae 
Stcleans Shop Ranch ew day wie wating forthe 40 fon 
NeGiRr Brom thee. hoy went so Fisgens The men fled Se 
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soe of tlay’s bes would make oat ong enough fg be months 
uncets adwhat "iy called a "beef ng” and T's ow everyone 
id mpaly of mt 








tap wes going gies by 1910 ar hee was aay pe 
of eoapony. cnaly bachelor on Sundae 








[Newman plowing ar doe by Hdl Shanda wth am 
of oan theft whet cop mee hd ot hae ap bree 





Rey, W. Syke & Cte of gland mony, held servis once 
nn inthe Bert Newman bone. Lars ave ta arn were Bul 
"Rank ‘Newars and ove wore had there, Five ace Inte 
ewan id out to Acie Farell nd fought dhe church property. He 
Near ater Hast Cini Late the, pote as 
Beg eee News and opera yom er four or He 
Joa ae. Ne Fd Kale sued at Bete a opined general 
(o'ke Kalle 




















er ok es ct STH 
feast. 





“The Bet Newnan oily fw allows Leon, Ben on sh home 
sal with Donor Lave Mrs Beck ang mad, bane 
‘Rien and en Alt ‘Wheat Pol get at Hor Albers Ed 
stacy het home She a her snd Fre Row vee at Cri 
wy ‘They have tee suns ohn, deans Vitra, Dole 
Tokar at Cgnjle sod Kennsh working Colgan Ken 1 
lands ose. He war mayor ef up Pace atthe 


on 
























































ime of amalgamation wth Edonon, Jeanie andr obi, Cs 
Tall of Atbnotr, Bah Calambi hav thew dave Da 

edad five cin, He tw new ene les manager a Geo 

‘The Newnan bothers ae all ssn: Rat 1803, rk in 1968, 
snd Wliar i O08 Fras lary a Sor gts and oe ya all 
{ng In Clon: Me Bert Newe. earind. She snd he hateed 

LAND 4S. FAVELL endo J end Anica 
heats rom Ontario. the year 1016. Thy Hog la rm Ber 
Newman. te and ir, vel! went the cous nt 80 nad Jc 
Went toe Sta Archie syed on fr sil 197. He woke 
ior Mar Lent Sr Yor my yas dong it own foring 
ete cll toe ml end fen Calpe fora Tew yea 














MEMORIES OF ANTON ANDERSON IN HAND HILLS 1908, 


My dad moved 0 Calay ely in 1886 enamel t Shepard 
hae your 


When we ide go old enh to hanes, Faber made fen 
tpg Nlng for lotoos Final. 1007 he onde sp wet a 
Tania somewhere stand where Carine now Sande 1 ta fige 
Hse that year, tery Basu hae, gots at goo. He ought 
“this los god be rsbed. bee! snt ue Kit up eo len 82 
ome” ert year we we al rey ta mee 2 be shop hal 
‘te oak he ston ove lore moving Tema de tat yout 
‘ud tha dy ewig tog te ih lowing Ie der etl 
‘wheal af nuddon there wut tas ba Snes heal be 
‘ote what this was He got lf i hare Ue the ba 

Pmars ad sting 9p, Ether tied “What ae you dang dw 
there” "the man eps “Forgdnes ake ge eat ber thee 
Sih and ig blow me 











‘The mis was trie Se thn early dap in dat eit otha 
cea te honing the 

had eed oof arr abut the Hand Hil fom Johny Bac 
‘lata, Pee al, wat apotsted manapr of the olf PX sch om 
the Red Der Rie Ue ere down trio Steevie the Pree, 
ere Ranging, Caw saben 1889, sont Pelgh or of 
[Brocka They ment init bi baoch of ene i, Pree ech 
st srt rae cuny and that alg the aloft Rd Der 
ould be pol hie ‘They wool net have tpt p wry much hay 
Tee edly publ the lt aves It mk hy fora eyes 
‘it tbe Bed winter of 106 es ery Bd They le sls alte 
‘at, eoat one thus hea," PR then eatin Montano 
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eed iter an dvi 





rough i ued ead of at They 
{eB Weld War they wl light bors Yo the Cs 
the Ameen perme 





Pet Elle peed emay and Jobasy wok et, He eae slang wih 
the ut alan he Hed Ber Haver, Ogic Ranch, Happy Jack 
(Gee Eaepl ole Pe, al thr om th oundop shea 
te Hand Til be ld ne many tre bt te Hand tts There 
ee er acghr fou wns Led very covet on Calguy who 
TE caThetigg mols in te Hand i be uly ‘oy, Joe LaRue 
hcl ns had so cen wih msl lading gon and sot 
fe hand, 

ohnny ale reed gute «few yur agp a ed in Broke He 
pol ey spe ot eight pears ago sd the pope in Rel ge Bi 
TS Stor fave. They put he ean bx Bd Re crt ding, 
{VISIR hed behind wil cw ed the serps in reverse 











Jo Bours, x nie of oars Shepard, «veteran of the South 
tan Wr bese Tope Newnan ith soy ander Sat war 
"Ramus quoted on pec of fan Ihe Hand Tl about «mile 
MPR th dof fe Hs ake He foand = geod spring ad 
Tea cee TO te Hand Hill cmy mar sreged and Tope 
‘NSS pte ee ha ol Seton 28 Town 28, Range 16 we of 
RETR Elie fr Bouroe went ep hve to is plac blr he sre} 
wie Be year 160) Mr Hume, sang itt Mat Brown fom Shepard, 
‘Beis eft be Hand et lok fer acto He hs Soh 
‘ean Sep ese ny ded gy slong. Fer wd oe be Had een 
et ey fms Teatng ee bomestn be wuts 1.2 
wo, ent na in the on of Jone, We gaiered gees oor 
eee cs fa tam wih sep ony me bed» ale hoe 
Seg fac we sel ot, Wel abut ten ack inthe meray 
gt as lr the Genral Stange Rach on the Bow Rover, a oF 
TUF teow where Canland now The net day we ove 
Boca on the Ral Deor ver compa al ight ere and est ay 
eal at Tioper Nowa esi tte aleroon. Perey Mbox 

eon ef we Det. Tha alr ier we Bo em 
1s set rest dy te Lake Tyas rely ot an 
[lube on my tm pt ks Ob boy, nt iy The ade 
tes oo tron het Tod fe whe day read 
































Te net da}, Suda, Joe and Tsk ride out west Hook a 
soe eld op lak Dube poe dan abut pe mile 
SCARE Wee ihe BRU Seel wat” We mde ovo the yard when 
Tina Sontoys met te each wth a pum on each Mp Goodness sh 
Wee wonlctel Wat bal we done! ar den Me Dal sm ufo 
TERR came running ut and bed pot out hors In Be 
and cme we fou or diner We spent a very penn 90 
and Me Dal: at dn oor Mr, Dis mas oetel 
22%otis alg ead woe sensed to ron or Be yeu Ho ved 
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ein pe 
Soe oe a Aa 
cr a oo eos ee ae 
See ee See 
econ sn ele Tem We boas We 
os Sian aie tel 
Hirer lhe wee eel 

shoot the fourth doy which was aboot one hundred ued shi five males 
Py wa worn 


‘The ewan wre rally od thet year” One dey Y had x wha 
lo ofthe ons iny heed Thy fllored me nt te bai el tt 
tte They HU on bach oer ty bead tad oly thy bk 
Diy roc Tem aound the me of Rags eke lr homeo 
lp Pu wi the hare war = ony ad” we hed up the 
erat In scord de We thon tbr the saul nd lew pnd 
bs tbe tothe buen gue tng tip for the te 
‘TU took oslo awe ten doy ater steed wh 

Teck One day tks sale hose and oe oer et the hl 
fp te cnnty forthe ciel prem. Tey shoe hin eet 
‘hoy bad ced up along an od Wal ugh heme ot Salen Cake 























































































‘We cord on wih balding then aed peping fr wine We 
ha tbs blo «pd ack Th ni trl ie ay 
ars nd to woo aes snc tan une Thae wee fe be 
isd and's wo re Carns we bd the worm Bsa ee se 





“hare wee taf peopl in Shepard who Hew we had ee in the 
Hand Hl ocing or lard nd we pve Yum sorta. We sted 
kor ven Shope” people for utente Thy td bee 
lmshac, Risen Wigmore, Had Nem, Mr Edwin Be tad Bil 
CGark "Those mon had ewer set the homens tl thy faded 
isthe Hille Every nea chem ot Retr ind oan we nay 
[aise te cer eounds were plc inthe apps corer than We 





A lew woot ble Christe Mather set us to bg, bs of 
Carin etary, ace an ober ching Wer viel all 
Syed or two dys ud ckaned up all our grub, but we sure enjoyed 
Feats Thy appt the Chrsias de 








‘We cae on lamingtoough good year snd bad Ny homenend 
ses he wes hal of 10.616 ahs One an ll ls wet of lary 
Tl Marta: by on or-we bad perrted ‘or homed Gate 
‘aod i tga 








“Te fins pt fe inthe Ha lle war the Had Hil seo 
fo Come’ pase ~Seton 4, Tamip 30 aed noth oa Mica 
fal Marne pat noosa Bab tw had by ine fo tro 
Sars or mate dt the CAR wen hough Dale Craig and Hana 
Hvar dn the ely sore in ie com. People tm for mle for 
‘pt inthe mall ice aod the Hand ils Store was a great, 
‘rc ogi. Trey ora some of thine ps tig hate 
























































epernce. About 1912 of 13 she sre lod fer the rao tin 
Feed ex mother pent lice, George Morison wok 0 for 
THEy Jean He tes one mle west ofthe Hand His Soe, The afer 
TESTA Bice Emon pata evn buny man teaing de 
I Tes cory for alee He pee up the pt ofr ue = 
Te aa Blok to fr awe Ther ater fook Hinder 
te fe tn elon tne od Troper Newman ple, theft 
ees i the Hand Hl 

The CNR, or Goo Lake line came though io I81L or 112 
patie Gragngle an Henna wae bled thet yeu. U ated the 
Oe Cee icaene In 192, Hand Hill Manuigaty ws eee 
SuPer Mle ws thee nur for our dsc Jack cae 
Beery nd then Teer ected connor fo son 











‘eh acronis ty Pn fs 


To 1917 volte wth the my, went 40 Ron and wat home 

821 T drove Colonel Enon allover the cosy elect 
cent In 00 ot cage wih eh ase tam a lk hero 
SS'u lap for vo end all yur A tte the Hand ls 
Shc ented my eon wih the Sean and when Tbe pry 
Teel normal they pnd me dn charge of sing ce monly 
‘Ghtwentondel aries seco). I rte at al mer apart 














Aer dhe yor 125 1 mare ee Ht the Had ils and only 
ssid «low he Simp 





ro’ Nore: Anon Anders father ao wok wp half son 
et tpn Lambe lation war mechan ht 








I lotsa vry lng The pein of the dot 
berger 


THE KARL BUND STORY 
Kan Box Se 
and were born tn Assi in 10, We were 
ad, Kar Jr when I decd to goo Canada 
Gnihe bon {met Fd Gir of Cctpye He de seat is 
ff ine cumy. stopped at Se Albert nd worked tere for te ont. 
Sure Teun fo the Calpe dati: I gored for Che Tek Tor 
two suns cB Same tom the Old Country aod fled ee 
Above Kae: we tin Ata wih le paneer 

In he al of 1908 we noah «gure of and from ety. Smith 
Shuey thet we boop Anton Andes fafa with ore 
nu 1096." se ye or sce to Canada to x We oad 
vik teeors thor and I coned nod opmtcl «icing St Hom 
Feet nul be Sozod Watd Wer 


tn the wer of 1490 1850 he went overt fr vst He met 
tis wtb te She cme tte lowing sraer and hy were 


























Kael J je the any 


Mow Bands {spent the wer of 1559 t 1951 Jn Aus, There 
‘ern bate arteries cng 

(Our son Keel ie nt 
‘oor ge Arie, Hi 

Mu, Bund woul ke sto rete and move own but Tpla 10 
torn iong fem ele, Booming ie my lod 


vith bit wile Mii Jospin and heir 








Me, Whiing cme from Ilan to Canad 8 4 bby and tthe 
Shepard dito 07 Wil toe fe opted poe tre. Upon 
Testing abut homed In he Hand ieee e decid to Wy 
He came tsb 808 a 190 

‘When the pot lice wis extend trom Cones 0 sis ac, 
Me, Whitng tad ft Tawar to nar of Dace Lavson, MD, 
tt wes «ca agi: Whig ase onto Law: 
i nett fn of te Pec or ae, 








on 














River, Sabatchewan, where he aso ra the ack for «tne 
Ho cele bred Ing the "Pc Brand coped om Salt Heng bo 
Slog that Me Dey had rgialy cae fom the ot 





Me and Mes. Day were bled witha mare hlren atthe yous 
went By, wat all five boys andthe gi all uf wham ore sl 
ing safe pars ofthe Daron, Tete hy ee 
‘iden snd tebe peut panes, 





In ler yeas the Days live ot Calling Lae, worth of Adhabuc, 
where Tee ey epetnetal e 


While Est Poplar River Mr, Day ho held the pion a ears 
ic athe bode pou 


Mr, Day wa adel a ery cla planer of the OF Wt and 
very eed sgn, Bu uneruntely Ido not have safe data 
forthe ory 


JOHN ADAMS 
2 Mn, ako Ms, Jr Laas: 

Coming tom Olympia, Washington, Mand. Min. Joho Adem 
tn fi con ariel at Celgrn Aga 1, 191, wih ty cron 
‘tk and frre Ty towed oat ont the Cheer Day horse 
Stich they ad prcsed Winter stared ey tat par, The 
howe snows sont tbe ten Wi fond of severe ld 
{ive ed duet toc bg atid 








“Thee ws nly «small ote om the farm san itn ws alt 


The two young ciden, Py a Tht, rode onic to Bla 
te 





Pa, the let, wat ard lore he fay cam on. She ant 

tes ma ome scone he fai. Se ate Lawrence Story) 
Ble yg sho th rs nr of Cag, 98 Se 

‘hen were inthe bank t Cgc and In 105 awd Yo Ca 


Thats it Wht Pol Agent Stier, 
Hershel supe on the farm for only few years He moved > 
Clympin, Wain, where he tude tame al den br 1ST 


me alfred i the His unl 1938. They mowed 0 
(Goule’M"Adame pase wray fn Nay af 1056 a the age of ejb 
wd Adee in Nove, 1968 age tym ys 















































































THE HENRY BLAIR STORY 


Heny mas born 2 Ontario. He and is fly snore wort and 
lolly sea ear Mati Sateen, hare they lvl foe same 
tien. The they towed we and el parm se mes seth of 
CChipeyl:U wae bors in Veen, Stlathewan, med frber orth 
‘ol Tanned lathe Canoe ane 


In 1825 1 came wo Alera ad nh the Orato School In the 
Gaile aren far wo Jorn the Sap Sb or not tw 
Seat ony tT mee mare in 808 snd bought he Moro 
er Geigy where we lve or ten yeas. In 1038 ve moved to Me 
Jan Adu far In che Hunde nd spent wo commer atone 
Cate tee 








hough 1 if ot get out an mingle wih the neigibors. Thi seme 
lng we hen car and we wore very buys We ow ad for 
oye Bobbi, Kenneth, Archie aod im My nly stag wer the Hood 
Hilt Stmpete when’ suphbon Lindy ak’ te thew. One thing 
femember wor the feodinen of te pepe and T'wold ke 0 Bvt 


In he all of 1840 we ought 
Bute Albers acd tes we fed for tree gene We gr get 
tet ie fin few yone were thre. ee cnt of seh 
Wad diconnae wna bewsnd ow ly ga 








Heys helth bag fl athe ast ew yet he was oly able 
tp werk port tne Be peed any in Hono 106, Jin td T Sayed 
{the fa fortwo paste ll ot nd eed to Pur Bat 


MMR. AND MRS. BOB SLOAN came frm north of Dla wid thee 
of shh ciieen an rented Jb Aden nr 'Tis wes chor ar 
the Bla They only syed hee o four yas but deny ew 
{bcd ll Uy roe ee Frm bre they more ts lems wo 
‘lana wae wo tthe Sean ante me thy wee spe 
fol and happy vst awe Mr Sloan psd aay Cagney 8 
‘ow years Sloan nl een Calg 


LEONARD MOENCH then pores the Adan fam. Late Sn 
1048 Ete and Anne Moench, newlywed mowed nt the pla, Tey, 
to, only supe oar oe yar Alta ey moved eno the ligne 
fame hose ws vent for several pars Wied td penn 
Nowicki 1086 They had oe dl toon Sie the ty 
have snde many Improvements new br ne mc ard ae 
Lou They besa ad dkny Dale, Roba, Dany, 
Staanon and Shane Sie howe lly amy! 
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"THE LENFESTY STORY 
Peninsula, Jonvary ly 185%, being the cond youngest of « family of 
SERCH par ine gy Cau frm te Ory ds 
{dye Te sal he men bo dao he how fo bande sient 
fe Ke thn dat had tobe very ef wih hes 


























Although be mas «soocaier byt, "Grandpa” worked a gl 
1 numer fobs On once rp at diver fs fod wagon erg 
fia betes pork Inte Tl Reelin he ba Be eoeuntr 
wh he inns Hei, “The Inia ad svays bo erly ore, 
TE i ine tey wre ry ore Kt a ping So the fended 
thse won an sow siskng on my Brow The sr versie within 
‘North Bay, Ontare, whore he worked in saw ot Boni He hen 
fet Joon the Coand Trunk Rus whee kare to opt 
‘Shun hovel and er fled the CPR. ars eam shove operon He 
‘pes te Sen sve! fr twenty ee 

















‘Coming wet ith the rend in 19D he tak up « hematend 
Shopark, bcyig He wl abe fe scence, These ee 
Sith Mark Diy Ee end Sell In 1008 te the mine ame whe 
Hoa lt lek for bomen Storie nd Mark wak apt uatr 
{on exch tle» prsmpion ach Wie roving up thet ome 
cde iy ode out greg nthe, Spinnin Vly, Bei 
lumina Resano ‘Oma op the’ Grand Truk Raia 
Sitch 














“Gran” pot «homestead in 009 and ay the flowing yea, 
tino sil wer ln 1010 "Grandpa “Gren and the So 
{enc out tthe Hand Hl. Sele ander ter an ad rae 
Ste mk toded wid unites penal ef and drow by foe 
ite Da ie net ae wa Big sr Rat 
ther at Dory caning weg on the suis fF Lal 
‘Bd ‘Tapered mind he sbore andthe tech wl ewe te 
fergatens The ip fam tere Scris rested ted he we ay 
fer ornat of sai The rae were very ba 





‘The fy In. Seis aod shack unl ale the ig pen 
five TOI Gay one ig heya wa soe y Duckling The od 
Shc began to Tek wry bay to feume bo war bi. Later & 
te: snr were baby Wty athe am Man's Rona 
Tice fom ed need epee a Lefty Brother The hase 
na hrm anal sdog 
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(On « bane ip Wimp 918 be met and mal Dalle 
Ringe They moved beck fo AE sre and red the Meals 
Ton quer whkh mes parched by tke Lesa Brokers i 
122th bute wat mowed downto Scr bend, Tey end ot 
foot were aed pul Doro ate enna me of te ong 
fees done wi he help of hed nn sil Ue oye were ald cough 
wee 

“Grampa” lied with Stic and amily forthe It ow yet of 
ise Athongh is body wer fle end tc rn long i hard 
the age of ine year "Grandin" Laney predeosed him in 10L4 

Ser fami a follows: Raymond, the ede, a his heat 
ston ranching. Hck out fr xe cour to Beis Columba 
fed moked fare Dole (ake Cae Osmpany and wnt oe tee 
to bl He, is wile Barbara and dug Lie, ie, Meet 





Ire tre sod has tee chien, She he bat to pre 








ed ras Ente 
Douglas has taken over the home farm, He is married and has 1wo | 
ne cute Wig et Catae 
Sure Lea wat Kel in «lic aint in Maia ta 
“ so oe Lt we th be San Elon 
STELLA LENEDSTY, beter tnoen a “le” nn he was the 
z goose che ly tu bry eb a Hp Oa 





[he remember the tip om Shepard the Hand Hl eh sl hos 


ana the pre fie 

(On tp to Whang she mat Lace Jol Ringone wi they 
shee are 100" fo 1000 thy exme the Hand Hi, bought 
[Gtunipe” Leno's preemption tod ed thee Lanne, tog 
expec by endl many bulge snd Sweligs eth dct 
Heb played he vn ving aan leon ng 

All the faring wt dove bye. Babe and dhe thre gis re 
severe nc abe wl il fort el gen ache 


























“Thre il were brn wo this mariage: Mat (Mix, Pak Cry), 
widone, ht chide, fe andes elves In Vancouver 
ene Dee Now ar tele to ding 
Ble Lind Bay), har does cen ur grande a 
fe Bombe. 








Duct i hath Me and Ms. Rog ol thi fam to Douglas 
Laney and moved t Newent in 195 Thy ve lea ge 
‘th ty ie tr ohare wl ays be we Har ll 


ELSIE LENFESTY mao next Marin Sty 



































lau Te ended school Shp. Afer leaving sol he worked oe 
ARs fthr th arn nd ted ay for Bat Bars 1900 be 





rot to work mith a bes a phopiy hye 
SU Toto be went to work atthe Hone Trad Ranch ng tn he 
‘pring end fall'ond pling py Ue he snr toe went Be 


Fa eo ote exe nd hoe 





the fit stampole at Mile: 
eof your Be wen se 







te prt for og 








‘One of the org shaders and. tol ens of he Hand 
ni Cab Hose, a bled ofr te Lamsabory School Distt 
{ed acted a tasce Te wars Yd lorena frm uber of Years 





Day and Madge Proton wee mao 12K They ad four 
cae td May, Bly aed Ray pds 
he eo 

rl, Rosana, apd le fe cil 








fo fers Tae Bt 








‘Day as goad support of sr acho and Clb Hose ates 
nahi he fected fer deg a ie denny came on Ape 
ei tab er edt nee Madge es wih her ton Mark ad fey 





“To comple tit ry, one mane mention Pree Preston, hit 
mun who hen'ben whe Dry Lota sn J Ie 190, ry 

caine cd, le aed og 
‘nyne, He eae ody 2 
Sica ior canbe found tn ts and Hills Lake Dist.) 













































































{ng down s one hundred end ity Sot ravine. We unhtcbed the oer 
Tact and by coupling up the two Yee ne creat tached the tp 











“Tha night we stopped with an Hops fry (Manders) who had 
jut arte len Yori. "The meer watt widow ih ph sont 
{od ne yung daughter These and rar ll a meses, The 
footer wad Stghne ere evaly mck Hee oe ley pra 
Tinga for the hoe of ler aod com England, Rober ed T 
sooo very eloabi svning the ene wa thy ang OM Couey 





In the morning we hed drive to Me Sevag ranch diane of 
four eo war hrn,We tenth tulad be 

Hamil iis Aer ‘wuiing our honest blog doe ot 
te the Hand His ond what « Soda change om burnt pra Here 
{he hs preted up shot foo hundred fe nae ebore 
the lee feeding and wen and oe rang yc 
way. Tree wee peta tal cathe tad homer wee tog Lee nd 


Me: DaBiit'Ranc which wae sve maler shes a he Hand Hl 
Sie, Hore By had sachs pool rt we had to call hn tie, Me 
Dabs ge to go mil and we etd enter 
tnd rant bed, Hero at sso we Bly, ober und ment 
Awe theta th Had Ells to MsGowa's Ren Mix Me 
‘Gowan, moentainewing woman wh ad den the rye 
Sout wid ae tat "greene partes ovr the” apie tly 
farnone sng and Sh hel doo fl about de Gre Pee 
[ier but pede the heat Hund Hil She persed to tra 
Sick wet fo Calin opin We ‘ook the allt Bil Opis Rench 
‘ich with ose nthe eed aa 
ved H's aad Pardons Ranch Toat ii Over 14 190 
‘Se campel wh ¢ Me ard Mer Rely sweat Ld to proces 0 
‘bowler ur 40 that barn, pai, ithen and penye A re 
‘od ame’ up an we ld re le fie sing om the ot ie 
(he Red Beer Rhee 


Eight clk te net moring we et the Lindy Kel On 
sss til Bly tot tw pra ce and «ber The erg 
Scie dandy, foggy std nmat rin tod seen we aed 
‘tong Ata we lowed tt ening t's sng deo eile 
evar dus an ft the hos oly the “Lad bnew where we 
ste” Wercamped spd make maton mow dina te ye sri 
{Sow We managed to get's bg onfegrng urd csi out race 
‘hicen and same bald poutoes Bly sksnal his beige and Rober 
{Sh oe thet hen he pete Howl there were nef thee 
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Dy 1 would have ben peel ove se & Dashy Ra Skin 
SLi have wil ts hich vay wae wet We met tobe boping for 
Sanshny day Moning cme em fag an i: Hah hon orth 
{trent way. I wanda abo ued be climbed «nie 
feo So cack Ie deace but when ated Hwa ed 
Droppin, Hundt Iickere ving tb cps, sting ed 
Fam weve Billy and Robe thought they hod good evs at 
Ueto they wore ll ae ae can they ehoaghe Thao. 
nl onthe pre om top ofthe il pve my a report ad st 
‘Ben onthe wagon tng spd ny sc fend ar he pa 
‘dw ut of thom Tell have sd cul ae many tea othe 
Thongs of che lohtr ofthe bos sed me. Wer lunebed blend 
rel the vo ding moa ike eat bee blr dome 
Saand thet enaened and ght Une aking ny le. A 
‘Geers Wihenden) nat yg ge ober te del 
ay We cvetoaly odes that Sn few le, ater png 
fine tap similar to the Kicking Hae’ ass Se woul apn fe a 
{hotel Bor River nee ey would tle oen—the pesca te 
Ege Camtvan Boge: Neato we sy we tanhed for ond 



































“The “Tin thee Hey at Fra Send, who returned wih hi 
vee Hada in 111 to lve bee “Only the Land Koew Were We Wer 
THI Apts 131, when be pred ea. 





Norma Hey, bacilr, came fram Nora Sain thm 
tn dip rn He prone pan im eu nl mined Edmonton 
I Keay task pte ough peer ma 





A.C KEAY 


“Thinking rings back many ncn el 
thes or Can, of them er 








Ties wre hard ame in Sand in 180, My oles brother fm 
Accel ogo Carts “the and of opps sod he It ar 
ein Locke, Sv, nd stil Canada 





In 105 Jin sent for me ad ihough 1 was nt gute ie Tet 
Scoland and ha hon He'was werkng 09 a near Wevanea 
Manta ten, We fd survey party at Saft Caren 1007. We 
Alar ont «hanes gy af Hey aes nor of Su Ca 

We didn pone upon ariel not sy tec ory 0 we tandoaed 





We flowed the sey pry nip Albee I remember deg op 
trom Glen ws wep, am of expe a ale hanes We 


eo 






























































rid the government ry Drs and roe toads Pehl Res 
The iad ted tee suveyed in twas poly and me were 
Teuku the sean We de t Pa and sled where te ows 
pon were ented 








fe we surveyed tarde Mack, Montgomery’, 1 semerber hin 
wing ad wong ens "ath the vey ie 
Id po ight hough te mil of bis hone, He teed 2h 
Talat line cl ithe by Jot aout ot 








“The pary camped at Fh Lake that night, AS we ime over the 
1 wha the bg so the sso we bargng bunches Lie 
‘pe Team wl ember how tty ad lrg they were 








Our pars say ranges farm ad ao and gut about to 
mils souiwet of Hanan Oe hole aiuto fat ayare snd ot 
‘pon te twenty or ince dap wt dog fn each corner of on, 
‘Thieme mashed by anton sk oo et ogden oe and oneal 
text ive he goed. On thle were copied the er of the 
term. setbo, range tod meridian Moy af thse saree cn ll 
iad ny. capely cn shen ge tend 








Wile sping aut om the Ball Pound Hat, che gourd wat s 
band hn too hall dy tog one he, sing ae aid pack Tate 
t's picket enn aod wed shad wth Ta. Whi we cameo # 
e'tavt gene ne gang cowed all hae sagghe Yoo'l jan bave to 
though ten Ariat waded sorte ough te water 
fe uo dep Thad to obi, Ivar «gods One ine he 
Eee et in not end we we coming fon sgh wee and 
‘Howght © mye wonder wn the er wil 2" oped, ek 











We sured ct of the Hand His Lake, I ronember coming op 
thro he Bait Gap doen soo te vey and ps where Ene 
Sel mows wee ua Sy ad loka me Sih 
inte and ie hl 


oe sight we wee comp shot ts et frm Ghee. A 
Iimselé.‘e war Goons Gowan. He invited ur to nop in a his pce 
ite were mer is anc, Several eat ne be apie ont 
‘Re would be noong extra help for Mayng any of nosed jb ar 
eeying war donee could sue weak. Wo eked bow much be 
fre we decdel wo ak the bos for w rue He got gute angry ne 
‘sting a euler want 1 wok lr Georg, os here ne 
‘working ara rider for des Tree Fil Ranch, One dey he war rid 


2 














re 


the 
ike 


ta 


oa 


ct 


ioc 

cer 
he 
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by herd of 90 or hse unde etl of Ress, The slam of the 
ad chase hin and manage eo ab Geog by the bck ofthe abit 
ey ar ol bc’ Hone the name "Skit Tal Lay 

‘While f wok for Goman I ted 10 de the couple of ile 3p 
to Gear Bn got ny ttc One ne er cating my Ba 
Pisr Rn Ai youtco eet moe’: Urpin ve seer cat anyone 
Hifi Bt Goes" Well you neve ler any yoo 
Te gv que lew bes td. 





The ranches uel 1 hl ths sppi fom Glen ned Basan 
‘nd en ror Str. Ty based tacts py atime wih 
{Mago at's sro furore tam Teo the stp 10 Sete 
EET Ge Ranch Wo wen nh fn wepsne, one ang ook 
‘oad ef ous Tell mesg ‘Fay Chaar Hewat the cok 09 
1 ratap wagon rset ab Covglon ‘bere 





Tian led adjaing Bement fo 1808 My Boren 
wn te othe now Hime St 








‘hob Congon sared ps ste and» pat lc about hat tine 
1 yas branch fe Ste Hen by the name af Mathias ord Mtie 
Bobsua seal Min Congdon dwn pt ete whenever he need 
eran te soe Hebd quien baie at peopl ae fot a 
Hy mie foe mpi 

(One day Jip and 1 wee king t, "Trooper" Newnan 
renin be wae Sinking of ling st “U wold 
Tre uy buy eyo ea dig op tborand dlrs dove 
atte elon! Sumo we managed to ame up wit honey 
tno bint fenton handed lr we ree gars the hall 
‘So a land and te Dullngs Tan bute #avence compar 














eevng John Heden to sk ater ting, Jn and T went 10 
Colgate tthe sry Janae. IS, We mee sled 
oe cae serenth ately Twain the Sgn i ane tat 
lowes il T'mne moored inthe beef Ving Rg, ar he 
puis of else vdlage of Lane 00 what was aid "TH Seven 
Say wounds weeny ace anand ad fe being hpi In 
Frnte Ios tent buck to England and bame. Arng are Janey 
WT'Btesementer he tommuniy hed ttl we bold tbe Hend Hi 














My rues ster Betsy aa rite Jo came out fla me In 
1gpihty INS sent Soto for my eb nt f Mons 
tthre we wer re, When sb ned Caradlan sal and sae 
Aid all be Brecher, eying oe frig to her she wold 
ie willl eter ibe Bet and edd bck fo Seolan 

129 a ery col dy in Deoner wher 
five How. the fs of or omy dose wat 
























































































Mela was sent fr and alo Dain Hic sm Cems Mie Msbean 
‘reryon's surprise, not one, but two Buby gi had sed, Unfortunately 
the baby we sumed Dara wat ot sro vag trie ma 














About 18M 1 went ito paren with W. R. Sedrick inthe 
au of tiig ver fx een T ele, te oly fox ar te 
tvening wih gro horse mest, special fow meat nd Bute nthe 
Titan te breong voc bad tobe Ele shina pols Stee 
‘hem. The visen had sk‘ sven pops each ithe sping 
Stringers ce someting el, they wete lables tam the pope and 
orton 











ater sme ofthe fein the Royal Winer al at To 
The fat yar ‘ne won ced ibn the ond peat me exter 
to a fit bon, 





When World War Mf broke out fined the Veteran” Ged 
Augut and ad unl Marc to apt’ of he foes Most of the ox 
fom ne nd at oe fawn Ju on 














‘come tne Tha ove ne hun Sones 





Les the Vase’ Guard for 9 


i “Lette and 




















WeBeay, ohn, Ma the hen and, tanned co, Haa tn 
190 have wes ade or home, apse avy 53 


ur dawg, Joan, mand Jack McDade on the Tom 
Clad tomeserd "Ty have to dnugher Linde and La, and 90 
Sm tary and Dens, Our son ues is guter and pliner a 
Bat Ndeaneing bones in te’ Hanon sree He has fosalld 
‘Wetwors large number of homes the Hand Tis 'whee be 
rare sof sisting of wortog among pepe with whom be we 
Rise, The pouget dnuphey lene, 6 murod AL Adin sn 
ia tve te Henne wt mo ong shes Loi ed Deb 


‘nd so we ca lookback on fe of apy memories and mt of 
them inte Had Hie 











JOCK. HENDERSON 


Jock Henderson It Sand fe May of 192, ovod at Basie 
then Doty He sats ie withthe ler rom Dovey 
‘2'George Morrow's Pat Ole, whore All Key ct hin Wh am 
ied weg Whit homes Jack spd wih the Keay 
(er winter end ihe sping OF 1815 ment wong for fw Kino 
{ores mon Hk wager were eventy als month 








‘One day when Jock hippo o Be lone, wo ies pas though 
wih‘ bung of se Taig tng a Jo Tet the eet pas, 
Th nent day two Mune aie loki Tr the horemens and on 
the loving ay she Mouser rer, noo dem mere the co 
Femmes poner Isms thoy were fate, The REALE, ame 
Around te fla ins shee yur king 





"Tha all Jock wont to Fruak Newman’ 1 help with haying and 


Riding wat great pene Io thw dips apd Jock was one who 
cnjoed i Oa ew atone ad the home pated company ery 
SSL, cpeily hen the base decade wap and ook se 





He found ther annals stoop ala. Caveat and 
sine foe estan i be seen tro af = boon on she al 
eed pf sang the man et go ft ind Lp Por ork 
‘tho washing te het, cl up ander he eal the ieee 











(ne tine wile raking hay, is com ram away. Jack was sown 
ty she ound sp aed op slog wish te hy. aly for Bethe mabe 
Kit Geers verre, aed Jock tall fe. 


Then rt hh tw ee 
te bene apy by the bas i png oi wh hy 
For some rome hr be never oa tat To og 




















‘Wer King Moron won o Msn 2 marc Jock tps 
lok aha te hance When be bead groom mre fee had 
hal wellness ot pando‘ Bie owt 


Jock tend to the Key 











while Alan fin west the wa. 








lend and ws mari. He and be bide 
ie lll odo in oe samed vse 
rl thy med ei her omn gare which mas 





asides laming Jock worked st on sehing outs He bask 
all ro Fells Pst Ofte © Craigmyle sre a eck an ned 
for looking after the pst alfce and thirty-three dll per foot far 
Keli mail He aso lel team, egg and porn The pas 
fey andes cara wat ek a five mites 

ral the neighbors ted wo gather and ait 






















peed awny in 1949. Having no Taye wes 
jk He wore for Tem Clark forte yur an the 





He old isa Je Katy wh trv 








of hs pring Jock once apo aly tn Solan. 





} AEGINALD oRNER | 
i Engin ha a the ar roe Chao Hoga | 












































1 reed yey edn ot ome adr he uelge of yah, 
{aed 9 athe Sos Cae Cobbs, he 
0 tte yn ter hh {wen SH Boeing 








Tn Soper of 1901. atte ape of ita, flea te Seth 
ated, Becton nist red wl pate wan declare 
Pe Pete” yin dates drng Os pero the war mee 


sees in the cies anand the town, io gunding boners ad 
may cad dl "The tow a seily une maa ew 
SESE APTS th Bru coe! mprene comma fl ot, 
$2505 try eo Ulan, One oman Tvs sent y the Caeiandog 
Fae Brtheror to the commandant xt nepiboring to¥n of 
gearing dpechr and eae boot apie bck. 


‘fer this war 1 fed the StadarL Bask of South Ain at 
ur he | ae when a 
a ahi ad en sonnel y she Be, Tremaine tere nt 
Sara Ma ca te ame by ned. We, Fr Kole 
1a pt harng hed of te lw ile of thee und and ey 
ZELTP tle in in Canta, sed ty onipate o Canada tnd ve 
are aeearel all employes of he bank ater eget year sevice 
Thr mento ost my se tod brtherlow, Ms and Mis ard 
Kelp, who weve ten venhing at Lite Pash ake 
































"The previon yen (198) his pre af, Abra wat 
vermont far meting; md tsend of euring 1th) Ol 
Erciny hemes prod get et he year 114 when the 
fat Wr Wr take ot sng lr Kal in char of my ats 
Tibet the Canadian Army’ at Hanon wo weeks in Cag. 
tect tn Qos ad we wre vento England, with th Het 
CLE Eatgear ome diye iowand men Afr two month 
Go Eieitag Twas tent tthe tipi nr in Free, From the 
Fac with he Samar ‘Tenth Canaan Ballon. Tis talon wer 
ache news and nod an oootndig eptaion 

In 1815 chs Yon war ewiy paged nthe ssn bute of 
pee in Belge mat vlrcnst enough Tobe espe and then 
rg wih clr comrade Fe thn gna O18 T vag moved 
The! np wer ec Pod wae ery ster and foward thee. 
SSPE. "Shean prion’ wee oly trip soup. Onl he 
A, Pret with mere sent bye ad Cro bpt the men alive T¥ 
Fee f comma’ Kd el Tour pres of rad ere st nly 
































J ihe prone wee taken 10 far, 10 wok 


A ngewe mee ut pine roa wh bar on he windows One 
ES 






































Chey gurl and bayonet walled nt the et ad 
lel rng ela number fier prone. No one wena © kw 
Tesh Mybe we mre png 0 Besa! Aer many dys of euling 
ee te nelly indo tat we ete going Yo Holland 
whe tchongs for Gremen panera, 








Mer abot ayer i Holand ihe war ded nd me wee shipped 
sect etn ed back in Cana tbe sing of 810. Cada 
wit ke gu! For svi enn to my cont Teed tice 
SGMRMES Mion Sir, the Cnc Srvce Medal andthe Veto Meda 

1 19961 marsod Miss Mary Turbull who had come othe dst 
otra Ergin to kee thal beds Me WH, Tad 
Sk Te ert aly ated by any wi sa the tl of 194 
ih ein Suc Wale Had, afer mich we cet ve ln Whe 
RSE Braun Colbie where we il ej erent 











{THE HAND HILLS DOCTOR 
ae Bours Laws 


aly one old morning in, Mare, 1000, ay fcr, Dr. Eon 
Lan cee by we Laie se danger Evel, pled ot 
Upazila and eaten due nar, Ove dexinaton was 
tee crasng of Deroy, ated the Danks of the Rel Deer 
Fler sbout seni ve mee avy 

‘With us wee wo other famille and an Engl bachlr, Three 
eal lade wagon, each day y ate of one al etd fo 
Se de onde Hacket Indian gue empl ou all 





iho hee were no rods to flow, progres wae gpd ba 
coca Bap de 1 theft tat the ground we tl Senn ad 
TGS LOT metope wos sted but po eden of mans ay 
eee pa the see uit unl fem.‘ shver bas 
TISS Weoeh the lvl sea okng them lcd 1 ef ny 
ie ely ssn gt gr) Hew 
ide‘tai"bacn Sompecn aed dirty lw wx buon the ona 
EER? Mel th pale of Doky pas ger ee sly Shs 
sd ne i 











‘Our nent problem ma jo how to rach the ther se fo the banks 
of deter upyeted ch fon sup sod hi for safe anserton 

snc try ter sll leang down te sins perpen ak 
‘Sool gus iafeqiasl Moch wk had to be dane hs very ough 
Sel auton til oe the combina lors ofthe four men aly 
Moat in Sey geting eying lowered 1, the level ee belo 
Ta tb tmp tet optene mice Th pews to Be ou hae fer much 
Tee eee a teen wiped Me Mat, he fry oper 


ms 




































































sorcepor and poumatr of Daothy, ada ont tn ott at 
‘Be eratng of cert ate weep fn try “edu ed 
‘it on the rw Gad wes Suen) eget Tawa slcenly 


der of Wx Bat the tube dat hed oon plguog wet nat et 
ee Tor wv wore now infra tht the pulley tat we had bom 
tar be pt cto wre er tem Ge: Ths now ate © Hy bat he 
ten ete noc up sel tod vpn asuing sound they doer 
fey ll ee one tgs neo Thi meant ttf xtra wor 
reeything had be ede smal queen exec the wo 
the wins whic wre tobe taken soon tt tel Thf 

te Wig icing Int March, en eit wes ede sd hey 
{day endeavor verog hat made op ihe wal caren, ading 
the esas lly depen the ppm Bak Th Tater po 
the reuse problem fr ny hat be ede at tne bend 
teva Yon, not withosecnaleaie vlaans, nod. rela ann 
Se exremaiy eld a lat moving wat Tt wat ait ce tht 























‘ight around «ge bone bit bl yf he very chile arn 
‘Gin hom and beens. T wat given the Sore of Heping ace of he 
Kew fee tere wp Lal's ey ol, g's ows aed 
Toy Ig 0 gt fr went fs fer same), and es ered ere 
might te wnt rt of ompllonionn sa rat of ie snkrsd sig 

Dering our lng wat # the ster our Indian gue had en op 
sod game tne, #0 ow Dad ue det the pry. Nex morning 
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1 son a all could be rumble, we once more headed alms de 
eth wth Dad lading the oy By thi tne de at ws coring ot 
‘in ground andre eo be nen fo vd aby water also pute, 
fener gang snk onc we ssn Youn ut a thee Were Ot 
‘oct ty lek 





(ur goal was she nortnest quer of Sein 7, Towmblp 2 
ange ap tis wn echo saly te aexe moring and ec 
ite fo the neat fr nd one hall ee. 





ad was vry sete wth white ound be he, ike the other, 
td fd ght uo the etn, an ado es os wha 
pet the pry Hay plying tea, wih whot ier owed 
toh neve ping ened on the northeast comer of the are 
(obo), fall Bats Tandat deems: We wore clay flor hy 
ear nes, Witla Br ao he danger Ly Me Bla dle 
beri andthe sme tne we Da ed fr he rebut fo 
Ser and the rtd wa due west of thon the om 
Townes Aot thi ime the wo fails andthe baceor tht bd 
lone wih oy eld that thy bad ad enough pnering an guy 
fucked sed reget Basin mt he reed wagons. Mi Bar bad 
{et eempurio or cell so war not ag ble bn acid 
Fy mame Daly, pe ie do, wry fa td sre sed 
fd Yostsing rest somo wich wef wat Dd rele of 
tame” Rew sel were ening tn gc i was not long bore 
DBE; als mee being mired ore clad pon fr the news oo 
(pret there aso stor nse Hand Hl 

















"The ert of il wa shove fr our Bat hose and while wg 
forthe fat pnt of mer nave Da ag the ol, bat ot 
Fore be hod talt's Sed" ft so ard ther place tet up the 
(Siete ty om the oll wine Mer we «god sock nd ae 
nearly for cance bat for anjone ary who rela. 
{Ene dis ut ma ove atthe nis, but the ante alo 
feted tea huler en an cxey ete rm blew up an oo ie 
fore iadeqnte lowly our fae ok shape butler of mata 
‘We slow mod ie Cnght os wih ely te ro bal ihe, This 
{igh dcepance mas pany owemame Coo of le) by Ded pti 
Belang ten upset prove ue wih a common bedroom. The 
fold we dure tht wine dle doctor 
felooe Teatherch Mother bad ought rors Ona Tiel bee 
tre ight ive tment dein Our oly at war om sl nk 
Tove at up tn toe Kien below, he walle of which wee oly gl 
‘rd nat ition mony cncke "The enpesan that nner depp 
rie to belo orto geting dao Ine ming is ul 
{rd Meter an Tso md at 2 scone whereby we cold 
neg om the compari warmth of or beds hes comply 
SEL [vt fl ory or Dad wb lupe peoeed is down: 


wt 






























































to mse with the cold ov, fren water ply po ren be og 
fll To avo out worse we ha» ay a pn parrot sh 
‘Ba bad wove hme om the On a IY le he was ring wt 
‘hips sun on oe of the CPR. seemers Ths opal Mel dt 
Staion (wrappel In» pee I thea) and adg mot ater 
Beate arta, then covery whole ge wih » peo gui ang 
ony oul pening orn. Hlve Snot be sued 


One of or ares ih was» Me “Dad” Walla wh Id 
own onthe pra far sme ine, tne ined hs wie dG 

Tt shout tu mile mri ox “Dad, athe es afta 
‘lod, tll mtr othe ery aye a wal as heving 
d's fw mies wih wandeeng Indie I ew tine aed 
(Sol lone ey caoea te We wee eet Bim agi ht 
Vonczver tre Joa lear To the voce of ure the'oter l 
i'tinle Pah Citek ved Mian Mr ‘Wilm Clk, wb lee 
Stove to Highland (Del) At fist Like Tah Gre td tome 
eorain tet ofthe yer but itn dried 'op np or the svn 
‘poll Dae wet of lived rater and ifm, Me and ee 
‘ibe Det wk nas ut war of hem that th tow shone 
vr bolt enced Bla So Liny Bato mel undo ke 
The treo bar me aon hears crying th here fd wi 
[Noche de school Une the Richa fly and wet nd orth of 
‘hen sh two bacars Brown athe Dad beh. Su of a pe 
‘expen thre moved a Mr and Mr. Willen Heron tote om 
thon wee Me and Mr Si andthe sn'Wil an arog Vere 
Bcewon thom and the ar Ine ¢ baci, Jon Dunkin’ wh Tater 
srt to World Wer wn reumed ty, nly fo uate 818 
Uivere pete A young cowiny, Tey. Some ied wh fin 
fara iyo atr he bd sry th um teough nade 
wit eile He syed teu ce lor 2 ew dys fat er etc 


























ong pe waking wae pth 
the Wel actly ne mach an cca as the fat of Joy 10 
‘en the al eka ne fr os alee wh has ag 
Thea to take place on the propery of Capi Ea, nar Gri 
tie aout son erway” An say a was mceay ed he 
{Esa fam sare cft the demas a «Epa Our tae 
tint day cond of ters Beye oll daple ay ardDaln 
Aout thcsuarte othe wy slog the sr Soy ood we BS 
thon allio del dipped dn sod ed ss whet ppceed 
tebe shalow water le Ary wats hd ete rf he day 
Tee some tine, Dad, wiht hestatn, roe somcebas twig 
team nto fe Siddeny the: Bore gente Hoan wih nck 
ange sek deeper We were = “soap hoe Foray or he 
Sry" wenher had edtced rinse end the tor f the dence we 
‘Se 'oaugh to ad ground to permit ue Somme ene By tee 














tine he lucy hae wee geting in deeper andl dep Bee who 
war srver to anion ee wing sg fing wp, but not Daly. 
$i Snel oa. iit a ort eng te Bs 
{a range Daly he unc he cul Very sly ae ned 
fe nuy to moe wil Sig bat nt bore she sa oe ne, sok 
trek fot of er bone the aliny met Tad eure Beny 
Ser pled eat ant lly the demscst mar teed and all wee 
abled So we wee our way opi. We surely eee ve a 
ety sight a we appronccd oe denne wha wih mad 
over sea snd Sunday Bes in vay much the wore fo 
Swart Iwas anal fort bold upon our areal abt see 
lees lar moving in the arc hud gen nto the se “ho 
‘ad foal Chelle agin atom) eng oy 
‘the be sod iT sre tt my parr gave hunks that da 














By the fall of 190th snd House wat Hise ncugh t Kt 
mone fin iT howe ae bilby © pod Dah erp named 
‘Gine Mtere. Our few he bon the bedroom bt an 
fone 1 noe large fe by teh haba ake che 
Et pont ole snd al by ths dine Dad ed sured’ rene. bone 
‘nite wo need ver station, andes Hap eas 
ita coe by be they were frets cough et ie Gere 
Al by th nme of Mary Rain, ho proved eat ep 











Aldough Dad umaly ad very Ul amstance in bi work, thee 
wer dns ne he cud get the pf Ms Ele Ay, the Rabo 
ete Mi Cnn Caps a’ ait 
Mie Gonder health wes ot too good and se ghve wp nursing belore 
SnD sy a n'y oth ws eas 
frites, that cold be vse for operating table ete. Tt was one sah 
Staton'wben ¢ hy operon fad Be peed 00M Ble 
fn lod to sey that Be Blatt pla thang bat not bore we 
en momen forall pel Dad 











and Me, Rely who Ue oar Lite Pa Lakes tad Inert ere wee 
fre bn in’ ote whe sue tine, Ome the, Mother bad 1 
‘lier all by hor ax Dad worry Suid ot be lao In ine 
Ties ele ane mart Mand MeN. Bate f Highland (Da. 
Mite ha han nog, bat neers did pod end Ste 








Mer ad, back tn 1917 whe Iig in, Vancouver, deep 
od al the fro she could gee Two year mere spent fo Sheard his 


ey 










































































sy belore Mother culd be permite 0 tke up her dts ase 
Bley Tt ery ws ope. he wma rn 





That winter Dod cre cle wo aig hs He i bd Mic 1 
happened ti ways Dad had toowre scl to rancor bome om 
tan te Red Dew River anth and wat of ue Av were ta 
Ths dopa ov le wes lye by bavng to make a eal Ba, 

seo hanes nonin overnight ae dy warnings tat 
ime fn i the lent Of coune tere mez ne tet fll a2 
thir war ranch soney, bt she id wind was Bawing fom the oe 
fou that "wor Ge davon in wh hme ny. Dad ended ‘heme 
fst the wind od sc ut Darke el guy and ih fhe 
ow atarednd all vst wes Beton Bohan ane et 
using out the mow depend, sd ily sir lat ott bare eee 
Evel Dolly opp ant turd stand Nong, Daf od do 
toll mele fer prota fier cunting. Dad fer fac fas 
{Be oem, thes bbing her tl unpel er foie "Toe marek tis 
ue and with te ouned oad’ a abt mala hadey nein Some 
tne ater Daly aun lied, ine when Dad went trad he fund 























Dad had lays posed « mar 
pr ede og gery 
Seo fred So ramnaen (by a) he renee a he ee 
SELL Sey wie ty ond hs proved w bee co He Mr 
‘melt sk wel ft See nd long 
vig uae edo alaced he gir do ee 
1 aly Ce va fre wlme ose Da by the spel 
tens Annee wag ie nd hy out he bec 
tes lee st iw nam ny cold ot et 
Sssel es an el Bly he Dota fo he ng & 
ioy "ik" wat empl ply wife sl hoy 
fobs tb un Hie some far pon cee sy elas 
Scushcn Newt more Tnd Sanding suounel yi 
‘soowdrift which was affording her shelter from the cold wind. 1 am 
Wve oly oct sess fete at al gi dem te 
Sata ec inl ding tn cell Cae mand age Rec ie 
rey ot Bad beck Be Ba awa We Se al 


jar shape o uo Te pon 























3y 1912 al sued w be ging well bt Mother found she di nat 
tse te forthe ptf, 2 Mens bade ver tm Mes Whig 
‘Tho led wove fu eat to Mer and Mex Chee Dey and het 
Tho som he Whiting wor aio Joc of the Pace 








te wind any 
‘Seta ltr arin Das dipary onthe wind ing wth ost 
Fisch cel and hod coe by drop OL couse, as Ota 
Bato away apt ely Mater May and yall war ame We 
managed to the ict he wind 
ow trou Ts Thing Howe a 

oes tat wee wating a be bane ad 


asset out Yo chek on tbe 
Saad dt buding cael damage, bt the posted 


sd wore pagans dhe 
TERE fe ut nnn tock na wih rand nly ne colt had ten 
Fie he’ war et ton diy wh aly expr it nas 
Beat thehes al ken git 9 Bxting and wee ented all 

be en ba 


oa 




















ee 


| pooel soe wold cre hv haven When Dated te 

Sorta lpi en usc ha et hee arn ead 

pee ig pay yall patie pried 

Sao foe te het en ede led We 

| SADT, S58 ae Lic a lier we teed 

ee pel he sont ade Toy Dl 
|| Nova haw am 

srr ena hag ple rte Uae pure ope best 





up wth ore and mre ard pe, we hat me of 
iene wes span iting toutes ees One pe orc 
a rae has roma ule ely sped on ay amor sal, 1 gue, 





Feconr pes mt ly greta 





er sme month pie tthe orence my part bad ees 
story tring up the peal i node fo pce a ong 
| mv buggy, complete with folding Yop, side ples, wid cove 
i Savwentce replete: and lgantTooking bons ip 
‘Mendy acqted pad cache sare tous sn gain Irs 
Sah of hich wa dougno for peter spe pot Sait 
clr The Springer, hating Iaclng vying ep 
Btre neon bd at Lng Ae fot rere 














I ‘The mew purchase had lst arived vin stgech from the well 
now pesiseuppir, Hat Company aa Feber nT ha 





Tirta ft emery, No enc scmpled then ewener eed 
chan mnt Pathe prone stm sie tad 





He and amy hey a pe at top see. | 


Becute the hoe wa ant the ces fill Mater dT 
could watch with gest pide he pase pec ofthe spe se, 
fase sly new te baggy wi kr ol ng tad pene tey 
Clrened down the hl nd tue over he Mat blow Tse fats wee 
‘read by Lille Rah Grek, centage eecton of clvert 
sree the Toadway erates tis sot et we sr th fom 
Yes taenly the ie and ech to out leo, oew the boggy lor 
Nacwage sod crn ote At that dance (abet all's mle) col | 
at mae out alt the dol bt we tw the hones pep spc ce | 
ak ino fat gall Fly we ane’ Del pick Mel om the { 
wand ee aly peed on fo. "The unteny hares ere fal 

fighter sworn sharply she it gan the let ae mp he 
swrcbare sd ts fro tine ov reese a cach WC Be ae 
I's ac gallop, dvgrog the boggy one he wie spots nl ed 
i Ac thet te we wore aware tha Da had hd ny hing more tan 

a shaking ups he prowedl aces Het the hone te ec 
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Some tne lae the ew ae deve Dd hs, nen aco 
tut ai mba Sot In abo to the spt le of the mci 
{a hac cay Da ad ra bar oy 
‘hi whe feng dogged lng onthe ound, ta vain ello he 
{decay od was tow han ned of mete! atentn. Moe, 
{Says di he ob well and f'n fw days Da war geting aor 

al ith ony sight lp which soon et Ban As for the es 
they mem bought bck by other stir om ino place they had 
cy opp Get osping mere ene) te unkarmel 











They had val fur anon Ralf mes at wp spend nd cnr 
seve gh Tompel Nei ay. ther ain of a wes soba 
Site the nt ew woe ora; Baad afaye apt thas Inne 
fcr dat they cd proce snd muna nape when oenson 
muna, bt he found tthe ber way, tl oad be eve 
id ty boc to the old bacon ain le pied ea, 








The harowing eprenes erty sok thei ll of Mothers 
teal roultng tt wea nervous Beekdown and Dad ly eae 
tint she sold ake © plone roe The next sng ound Mother 
fe mylar oot a Cagery oud fr Bek, Ontario and 
ie pet five moni ese spent On he day fre of Mater ter 
a be be 














“That fall we red by tal 0 Hana, ep 
teing tide In" cabore tthe todd wa ol allan sede 
Psnger tain fad newt to run Da et ta withthe dena 
ESR ed sol wa tnd ear ff Highland, ow Del 
‘here dvig our abe eb purchases woe rm Me Norma 
Baste am which a new bone wae to be bl In the menntine e ba 
Siop cle ard houteeping in reid ulding on the wet 
BAe ain St 











Unlotuntely while the sew home wat tng hl, dlrs 
fre ck the lily stable fn which Dud wos hing ie baa it 
fm the Bening bull od 


‘Once moce Dad ed 0 al bsk on Daly and Bony acme the 
early br tnmporaton, ‘They bal been sally eed ener 
‘bi nly the nigh babe the fi 








Cu iy in the rw hone west or long at Wald War I bake 
ut tha al ud Det hs uty Jin up 5008 Septenbe 19, 
Ste espn hm 29 Calgary to Bo en alo oop 


Dad neve reurd t> Dla expt for wey shot vi i 106 
to wip hi af wth Dow Jes so, boc be ad Tt Io 



















































































Herta tothe wir soe in IT a ered th the RAM 
fe Fens ul bly growed athe Ist tea Com ae etly 


ally dhe whole fly we ried In 822 and we set fn 
ih Calumia where Da peated 90 Sl Spoglnd for twenty 
year reing tn 134 and mong tn Vancouver and hey oth eed 
Jo"chmte heir aby Ah welding avery on Fe 2, 1062 
‘Bear Mater pated away in Save.‘ Calm, ly 27 of tat 
‘ine yet agin four: In Vit, Bets Colaba abusy 16 
{ns Dud we equa oleh Lin Cal th ie he ll ele 
Lt vay tied nyt quar Tre ‘They i eb ade, 
Fy Memorial Canine not fom Vico Btish Combi 














{THE JACK LAFFERTY STORY 
tr Laan Canons 

Mother and Da Ona the Plo dace whee 

‘hey homestaded and where the thre cleo wer Bor We moved 

{oie Hand Hil and Ugh te Doc Lawson lr i bon be eat 

{BEE Dad ove the howe wiih wus aco rod om Bley 

Shwe othe orth rnd We pat rs ard grew le pardon produce, 








1 rumerter the huge com we had on Sudys. Thee were ball 
amex boat sod at Kine of got een fn. hn sows dapy pple 
TSCA ath We he hl Bs 


et War Canon, woe aly leon the Kelly pace a Fa 
to Calgury in 1035, Walter and T moved to the Huey place fr awhile, 
ewe Be Bl Sith pase 














‘Once when Mother and Dd ere out from Caly or «is our 
‘mode Lanoon arm urea tothe grounds We dont bow whet 
‘med Ht we fn everthng. ll a or wong poet adda 
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Ale the foe Waller and I oned wo Hane, Harry, yobs 
lise nck te ard syed so 1a He 3 
wma tw Dit Coton and sl lang at Vernon wih Bk 
si. The he een ll ard I, Lillo, vet Hann. My 
feedlot Our duughtor mad and’ or soy single, works in a 
Fan Alma msi Ines in Calgary, and as chee mare 

















‘aa pune aay 164, Moter il Hive In Cay 


ro’ Nov: Jack Lally vg tal pote ad ter vegetables 
tn the neghbobod. "The Sere Lefty's Tough same potatos om 
Hav end ned than for ed every Yen to tay.‘ vey 
ako bat iy re wry Rook producers Tuc thy must be 
at by mew 


ARNOLD THOMAS cme to Alberts fom 
1 aires lcs tore soming othe. He ued to work fo Anton 
Fesenen an for Chai MostaThe Lawnon farm wat ca 
oye thse tnd shot mal Ese Hardy. They Ine fred 
Tee fr wn year Ard wt an allound handyman. He worked hee 
nie at diferent Jt ding the winter ns, 




















‘Wen the sith child stan the Thomas faily nnd 0 the 
Dramelcr area They now have ites ving siden. The det oy, 
Bury. mares ornate Hand Hs 





The Lawson frm Snow farmed by Clarence Wilon. (See soy 
in “Hon Trek” soe 


MARTIN MARTIN STORY 


Maria Marin ih he mother and dad and he ibe boars 
si sc, cnn om Quen Coy Pree Edwards, the 
to tu ensued Ser Cary here ty fer, Maria Roe 
Senda ere June f 0B, tae to Calgy tnd come’ out ghia 
fr he sring ef 1D bringing spp, He wn ew mer feds ce 
1 the Buy crosing but ud the ke was ging ont. They ound a 
‘pot nculy where the wnter ema 2 yoda a at 
Teta eas sf Man's wagon che go th war an gh lot 


Marin famed wilh bores all the sine, He worked fr Me Hera 
for thee somsners andl the hadrian i192 Hi ld of 
‘Sos above bed ut ir toe str youd orear tens had 
Fan plowel te Te by ws gong rec om per abut not oper 


























In 1920 Mario maried Elle Lenny. ‘They raed ther se 
biden te fan eel and ws ay To The cies 
























































citer mart ond mone ayo went 19 work, Mann fanned ale 
fers! year and cast hi frm and vet Dram where 











Mo Martin psd eway in 1956 


Anna ped enay 196. She evant by her babar Tn 
nit un our ee, Shey, Jes andi Joy and Joye, allo 
‘som rose at Grane Pra 








James was Killed in adres eallion i 1966, He i surived 
ty lutea and ta Soe Goes Rey In Hs Php 
igi nd werk fe Male Go, Sulsthewsn, 

[DON 1 MARTIN was noid by bi brother Mas 
seein of land ih mae 
ub pel of land le 
toll op hi land Mar 
i wus rege beak 
1B snd ed 200 





nA wae the 
edo gunn and he Ind there Bat 
iy aos which he i wed om old 















AUBERT RELL homeseadad hoe al. People rr Mim at 
pio dang behind Rbk eel les openly. ae di ike the nck 
mum He or eden enc chap and peopl ook venta of 
(oar He didn ay hoe lng 

CHARLIE. WITTY fumed on the Git pce for ane, Whe 
be mated Jan Pe, amo! tar, move at he AT Bel 
oad, wc purine. He elt here 183, 

MAIL, BURGEMEISTER pushed the frm nex ond fire 
sold {ho Es Holesone ine uetler at Hanna, NO othr tf 
io wes evted ov thee tw free 





























‘Chis Kel, whote fami history i foo in the Dale sctn, 
ws out on hr in HDR He mare Ean Kate 130, He rene 
SEAGIG ph ee Tro doing eo 15,8 an 

From cs thy moved tothe Hang ple whe they stayed or thee 
Yorn 040 te Holme tn ws orl od th Kae ought 





“The dilren went 10 Emer, MeGibhon and Hane Sdls. The 
family moved to Hana i 148 ta ire’ or thet 96D ben 
thoy the frm to Rody Bender 


two children. He ie employed by the CNR. at Hanna. Willing ts also 
‘Sud, nel ayn Ue Cala. Her husband ith 
the Caen Pole ace 





[RUDY BENDER 

Emmanad Beer, o brter, came w tse pa in 1983 and 
Rady allowed TSK. Thy thse on the Hd Dist Rady’ 
Tame res th Emmanuel bat be word ont tof he tie: He wd 
to break hanes whe t Cee Poulet monly i the Wittens 
Ite toh digi wo tr the fet of to Ove day he elie 
te vee orth to vok «pie, Gn Soy wey he Tet hr ele te 
(hap snow Tan worl Hi very uch te Ganges 
frenysfne dalla by thor He es tid It weld be lage 
Pratt wonld nit ie nother cheque fncomary. Ale the Sr 
‘hw Raye keel wa fond ir wa 

In, 194 be join heard forces a woe stone in Vaca 
wir be warning In thr atloy, ie es dacharped Honey 
TOS ae foc tebe 

Up is retrn he rend the Hh McNaoghon fant he 
Raine date Emmanuel old his feeno fue ‘Warkentin 144 
Sad Rady rete Few ake i 1042. He then ened Tom Bribes 
it unt 1960 when be bog Kom Che Kea, 
thames nl ar ptiet bee Ee plage he ban vole end pt 
vey el 




















He Samed by hil Bi sth tts 
bic too pice ft die 188 

IMR, AND ORS. WILLARD HALL snd tse sn Frank cme frm 
‘he Manion Islnd abd amet tein 19 Tey Tater 
‘2 "rhampan Wy 


















































THOMPSON WITTY 
‘Thonn Why was bor st Sudbury, Onto, and was. the 
sone ice Chane, Whe, be war enough he worked In 

feat ps tthe Manila end Tas 

‘eam bly sngeted these rend fom mms th ema 

ori te 


Thompson and his tahoe Willa came tbe Hand His ds 
een toh ad oma a Nero he oe 

10 do hard work sn thn te tore 
st pul nmay tthe hme he Hand Hl 





















“Tompson fay Ri wt ie heh fad, san wih te 
Indy of ed mening f which wee Lyd Boy ond Dao Novel 
Fy te ened the fam oot tl ved Bac et whee he pase 








THE ERIC WOELK FAMILY came fro the Dowling it Ia 
oa maven the ‘Thimpon Wty place ‘Thy red ft 
Jar During that tie they made mm ends eed wre wel 
HES he cnt. The mens nj many card omer a 
‘WOK Pow ere fey ne Ital for thar whe Sd thos 














1g whee they sill re, They fad four ren Pont 
‘ae poscl ay atthe age tml AV i mare and te Inn 
(Speen ome I Cary and Beace sl tending ho 

Ms. Brows and Vernon moved ent the Wy place when Ken 
was mantel Tater hen Verso atid, Mix Mine Brown aed 








‘eran, Vein, and baie Bra and Michal sil Ive there. 


HAROLD INSLEY, egally fen Engl, as eplyed at 8 
wollen in Calgary wen eenae pence by a ea 
at ent Te had ome ie forsale i tbe and Hl and fo 
nef or ot Mende: ought i He. knew nothing ae 
atmo be eve ce fo Bre out sey and vetd feat Me Hore 
fd fend fr ae Wey the Hugh Browes cme fo ht 

feet towe oly hom Me ore. The Brows ead 
i eee your and have dren tha ter ance 














sn] ‘THE BROWN STORY 
Tons Brow Hee 
the Me, Hugh North Brown wat bir Ongar Ese, Eagan i wat 
sal ducal at Logon High School and Bogs Boring Seok 
a 1910 be immigrated to Canada cmiog wet Kipling, Sub 


cowan, tt ain tho etc ip tht areata Me Brow 
Seek fom King to A a toss ooking fr 8 meted 
Bo ates fly Tg ont mend uth of. Lani 
He reared to Kipling a te sng whore he porch four hone, 
| aging ines byt Alt He beg to brek up str wd 
Set am. We pin hs homed ewes th orton 
facet te Spring Caco Ban seo Mop Alberta, alg the 
Teter fom Alsak wan ham be be ewes frame hose on 
Tae ben us de ssh the ie of ll. One 











Ising when Mr Browa ment ona bare a cow ed wed oto 
Tiered anf al iow fa bad poe smog the sl ol She hong 
tipnde hee 





Tr {912 Mr, Brown sent ame 4 Bags fr bis Hap, Mix 

{ Mong Rend. Misr Read was bor in Een Boland, and stended 

ln’ Boning Sc for geist Londo She was church vpn 

| ihe Anglian Gaur in Fy loc nombor of yas She as payed 

| in an agit onhenoy that ows pay for omer we in Landon 
She sun Cena onthe ap Kenalworth Cie 

| Mand Mr, Bron wee mci In Alc 1912. Con 

= ‘tome in Expand whe made and "boot ad” tok cof all 

id Ferma snd ald chores e'mas ut ot nde have an 

{fred bout hep. Me. Boon had ae tld all sor of ors 

owt te Wid Wa and Tver moral foe of Tad. whlch he 

‘her sem) She ha tee tl H she dit ve eb or cokes to ge 












































He SE yt ee Le lp ft te rage 
a Pra oe tenant bey ooo 
Ee pl ae ren oo ae a aris 





RESlam cgi ned reshing machine to wok tc Cape a 





























“The men done thee tue an sks tom Lanting 0 start woking 
South of Chlgmsle Mes Beown decided thet farming rpc the 
Giigwple dette wee Sever thee than et Laie’ vo he, it it 
‘mead and moved is fly 0 Cagle Later ty move free 
‘uth a tte on arm ner land ls Lake 














Me Brown iat an endent supporter ofthe UPA, ath at Lantioe 
and Crignyle 


Me, Hrown did in 102, The twin, Mabel so Maron, wih the 
lpr adie othe gh, cried on with he farming opens 
cal hs bays wer ld eg le owe 





Me, and Men Brown, bd ab chien: Mabel ad Maron ere 
twin te, Mec Ben Mame os obo te males wet of Hand 
Fi Like Maren, oem Crag Ines ne Arbeit, Sacatchewa 
Beohy Nn Wiliam Mas, Iver at Day, Abert, Kennet sod 
‘ie Esther an rte elke re othe Brow farm Vern. i 
‘se Verio sn to cle are a arming inthe Hood Hil be 
His Lane ew, lee net Cel, 





WILLARD MARRIOTT as one of te etly ste He came 
lem Chatham, Ona and ant tn thie, ist rae someone 
‘adhe is tine tnt he eve Sw Wile sk heres oie 
‘in burned int cheat fm. It “Onell and Te 
ket 


















1 111 during yr severe stom, the of hl shack was und 
of hae by large ons He never hd I. No doo hier 








A neihtor dropped i on Waleed onetime He hailed Bdge 
sd wa esting fe sd be wold yom ls ogee ate 1 then 
ebm won to 

‘A shunk fend his way Into he la but hat wat proble 
Wit He camly went down, Bracke the skiok out and rough 
aut ofthe cla on shel Jot ashe reached the Yop ep the 
‘Esa came a ot War “hav Wi ly the Ge He mays 
‘Sid that war wy Bie eyesight ass gd 








sey he ws tough woul be puting tml. Once be rot 
suck poate om te, Being ey ol be ktm 1 bed wth 
im Uap tem ine cng In the orig tbe ptm wer een 
Tic Wile gor up end walla eound arse 











Wlardremsined taco. He ve slage and Wed He was 
‘ery indapedars seve bother anyone td he was keri, oe 
Wola cust Then he coll be cacy ie oppose: He stand chewed 
taht tno ed st he calle om rw joes Whe a 








1 heh fot him wil andi the Plesant View Hi 
Youngsown td fly tos home in Calgary where he el a. 








TOM CLARK 
vy Tow Coase 





cae ot fon Cates, Sedan, to, New Yor fn 1005 whee 
1 woted for sya tnd a hal td then desde T mld Ue the were 
Tanda ia‘Albria e192, woke or Ji Lyall for mo your” and 
CGandonM&Ceca for oe yo T et Pack Stat at Peand end he 
{de bout bamorcadg” So" went to. Cagry aod ied on 
testa tn the Hand Hi 1 went to Car fo gt lumber for my 
‘Rick and the way Teall oat Fri Sue ace, He bad jer 
‘eur on Ser wih noe ene syed helped Bin bald 
FE hack snd then be helped me to bil Til homered 
Soc and re en tres ot fT wert Baa apd worked ie 
Brew eeie The bounties of rte Lake Lae Yo baal gre 























Te Apt 191, cme bck to the Romie and stayed ll mer 
‘That fl'Stan Cl ant wet to monk ae Mis Eas ot Cheadle 

Tavs sn deinge Upon returned 
ied ns con's Wilt Marit and I wort tothe Coulee nod dog 
fro loge af eu. When we go he cel pon tp thee ae a 
(izcad: We Ide alls Ga ito ne sgh tow and lt te there 
‘We sare forbome With the to come ane py igh We wandered 





















































the lowe from sree In the seroon until one ook te the 
in when we Fit ad's ght es Ns Senet lace, My 
Shaner wes coking fr be hand athe Tr Ret) Ranch nd 
Me Staer ight uring fot hrs Wer weeny lady bane 














I auyed oa he med ll tht winter and following sre. In 
‘he fll Stan and went o mer agai But tht me te fe 














In 19131 ha fay arse, The road bad come th 
for me: had om ote Wt pa fr In he fal of 1922 wen Te bared 

wt Td wih Band Mi Marin Aon all Yat wT 
the seing eK. MeDunald bull other one fo me Tad ft 





Ii Marin, Hay and Mann Andere, Jack Montgosy, Noman 
Ty, Fay Blanchard, and oo af the Pars bae based nat of the 








I M8 T mas rept se fo Begun Loree 
ake Ringe sal up or ok We had odie the em 




















































CHARLES PARGE 


CChces ed Phane Porgy with tei den, Wales, Ena, Law 
rence Arthur und Horecy ame ont Noth Dalat to seein the 
Taber dant 1908, They homed there od stayed fo sve 
Troe meng he‘ Tl ce mh Mi Pepe ws te nw 
TSG Mon Mera yore tre family moved to the Hard Hits 
Were they puncte Ball Clark heed Thay ram sk fr @ 
Dumber of jeu I wr hee the boys pac “rodeo een” for 
(ake “oie” hey Bale hems. 








the ely ter the fly fe he Hand Hs and move 9 
Dronhelr and prcasd the ley buns Mr Page Levee aed 
Rear went ino the fling eovng Die et with boy Iter 


Wile remained sing and work or the Abert 
Ba mared Leste Jones wd they raed ng flys Caley 
Lawrence resin snge and works in mb, 

su mil ei mg bss Dales 
Mx, Pege psd amsy in 12. Me Pare dt be nln our 

sea of gy puting wy Cage. 











[TH LANE SroRY 


1909 my father, James M. Lane, ok paver the mens: 
from New Wotinser and went fa ape Canadian Northern 
Falery told he hm po Aller He role thooph tbe ch ering 
Tandy bees ad decid dt the Hand Hil aned god, He had 
Tamed te Ner Dak, pent feo yone Im the Yokon; ad found ie 
trvmehon in Walogen to contig, altoagh he fad done wall 
fonghat He tok a seal bese in Moto sd rghit hs 
Enseih and tht sl ons srt ond me, Morden 














‘Atcr salig the miner there we move aur new homestand 
snail af Ha le Lake, We ed ns le tent te Bit spn 

yi gf eps wn dn he hale in ober lt 
Nhe tory re Inte Te loud some aig and 1 the out od 
Tenth sme hoes ard few cts por pf bus» soar 
Wooden hrm, bint Shops gen and cra, and 
up's new well gh beet beeen WG had po weer end 
cove wet dy 








‘ean remember the wild othe deiitag sou pase, «Hi 
fox sling ie ind fw mith nef Ue be nd, 
{glimpse ber wall ee dee trough che Taylor Hs one 








{woe As nigh the syns rely srnaded and Turn we put 





















































selene ae thy el mle ny i ain! 
Te RG Se Fhe tr ott end ee 

Soe an pene os fet ate wale oe 
Xen ny fae br Ul be th hg ogy ben 
NegLo'aonl Spree ena oa of lng 

My father bbe the fst pound on te boned wih 8 hand 
plot ede cara srr atl Teen DET me on 

The nay onthe pe by belong Toyo 
favl 2 nds ding do Ip se oo eo 




















My Sn doer doe all the my to Caley end boat bask 
«bla sulin named Cond On the pwc be bred gant 
the Don wheats narrow place and Hele pits he Bag is 
‘Beene ne nny He manned yeas 
hal my moier cul ge hin, he tei, aa thee allo to he 
ten faem whofe eure texan, be wie for doe 
{Stow his ep Ir thove dee rople had t be it eps 








‘We hod hg boar who would me Ki way In the sala’ 
coma sod chase Gavin anand a woind Huber and nol 
‘ROS onthe pg bse the one analy le ur abut 
fae be mee fo sp and Hk the sig ato the sts Te i 
thc ge pen wosld cb hikes an ext thow al my Uther nd 
[or thom wih % ls One testing mold takeaway the tate fo a 
feet Pig wn qucly This tment at mecoury where sal 
{Tiles fad the va the place 








In the summer of 1911 my mise ok my along 9 Poe whe 
here "wir trad stern ard reed yt ter, 
‘Rice. had pent sme tine daring thy cert wh my hol acer 
{ne and ne ack pty said for that teary Ba be net Je 
hd’ my oem hoper my on snetytme Stevens Foote ab wih 
Hubs be cull gopere ani wesc The ppb ren 
foto AC bas mo welbadrwensacen ate te pace td Ee 
Ec oe by mame You iad go's mle rom sr hase tind 8 goer 


We hed an Eason, guamoptone and ome of our eho iat 
to boar Vilage Bal “Precer so the Be” "Redwing and ber 
Tei ine rnd ofthe tine "The elt would soetis dance 
there eas an exordion, «bono, = ktaoo sod a Jews horp 1 fresh 
ie ist sck andl 1 ronember lng Fed Kalle evry 
‘Snhrasog flan ar sper Boor one Fra was no haere 
Sed Kr bed pare quiliy touched down and satchel hn opal 
the Gwe Fred us ¢ fom, wormed gendemen, end he Tally 























“There wre to events Uromember wel, We ad very bi pac 
fire cme per Every who esi! warranty plowing tepuans 


ound hs bulings te ave dhe. When de eset through was 
‘tovng fae thane’ gall: Mn oe acing over wih wa 
ie ya af nyt ses he a 
Ea‘ te gfe ight ak pney cf he Pre ond 
Siyou! ow the ans with than where thy had chance ‘The fe 

















The other event we # lyf « bist You ould send and 
sys ti oe spac om he fortwo ie «wriggling Ble, al 
Guts were ll yiye «moder mt sree a yd Ree 
‘fe'mulnd mare the toring stand the ball ing the acd. We 
fuse aroun pg plows snd mates ayant the windows. My 
tar coves When the wor Bt the hse tee wa ec «ror tb 

















i Rew ying ee Th mes ee ely out 8 
oop the panty window tn sve ny other sowie od 
{pei Ale hp th pnd we hn 
‘op, omens Bele sev igh aw myers had All the fowl 
{loge onde ser led nd the nc var towgo ined 


See fra or tog tine my pret were doctor pte eae 
Go ihe tr and catie Te wht had been ft about oly ce 
Sd tat oor the cold went held af td a coed cop cae 9 
et of the mad and we Bad sak and tls of ren My ter 
Lappe ake ot god fat sre overage oe weld ve 
‘en ola eco 











A grat many hemes were taken out by young flows who 
oaat Sx sar bale te Keke “Tis Wl wis poe 
Shee Tond nd sl tars cold was te oly chante 0 
fine awake tat se of te ere a. owe we et 
ite fd te wee crate ete be en me 
nown. The ‘elias who planned live up to the reeren's moe 
Sly bul we ce Thy cold the amework om polar ples 
{Govtle srund any sing ake cough. When oce of tw cape 
iT his tw Be Would uch wn on obs koe and ole 
Fleck 2 Made fg wed nie'on i He says gave the ine 
‘Fomplcte compere sd god autre ashe guy an platy tae 
{fate of them go tgeher ‘hey enjoyed borply. One wold. et 
thorn al fort and ariel “hore ny king 
fim of te Yop man could says wp, he wos, even ifthe “bor 
Te over sdewny But fe i sel tote eo war ack 


















































































































Av the eal day pies at Hand Eile abe T dot iin 1 
saw swimming Sol The ads woe deh, len of dream alte 
‘itn wore reals ad sully somthing oer he op alo, The 
Teves wen Teta thew plenty loly. shady borers 
{er ie tae od pny a pote poe whe change T dn 
Seat nae er et In Bs the th no 
Flo Hie tsk wit iy sping clan rm tnd, te view, the 
tek wate sol eth preston yo gotta dain the ate Was 
tring your ls whites’ neh ean lake 











ah Lake ws dilesent. Whe the pring res we poring nto 
ie fares mol come with wagons ea aw for wie 
Stapp Ick an for ner te nce Starting 2 he Ike hey we 
Wok ap a Hale steam diving tbe siclers belre tem un he fh 

sped bye waa ct toy mold hove then ot onto the 
fowl Sed gy hone wit « double wagon tox fll of chem. At home 
{io would dy thom wd eto to fowl cat py ete. newer 
tut any atthe hese ting than, but Uuppae'« peo 

















lt be got ange conus Tw er dong a eum of bre on 
Tjrmper nr Fs Le a the wine The ex wold ec a osm 
‘ultetend and you thug you were de fora ky plane ny mee 





My ols a bo tg tet coli the gre but dee 
were may cds ede a ot ine and Huber wad Ide 
sto the Pare woo Tre dart ef my poy wt hod 1p 
‘Ghat up or sting rac the trap Habe hd to open an 
Ste all she way tase were ples of thoy, This tool oot To 
ie mach aay de In Toop wen, amy pres sold ot 
ul mona nto Hanna in 1915 By dat tine the Gose Lake Cine was 
trough ond Tan wes vin pnt om th ral 


The years in the Hand Uh wore happy ner forthe Lane 
chien Th rll ile cone cy wide wool the eranee 
St wil ys sper te mit plans and geri te Ue 
‘Gules whose the sng pet he Blac te poplar, th 
Tipps enurng Touy the ether dock and” king eae 
Teor foes tse iy sold no qe Ay get nought lke 
(Spt hen chr dds. “Thore wert te coun hides pats of 
fet wd rumbones so super tothe st domes pai Maer 
The saksuns wen fl well wth rata sug Our tmy mode 
‘epee Sony pe wth te Ghing eam the double bog. The 
Toke and letonae sing ‘er were ftps that ad held 
fern sip er seawbsry a, Jn tua day when you rove ough 
Sr ou tenet nd sled weg tal wat Howat 
‘apeenee he Haod Hil aad pr 


My father ie n Miso, Marana In 153, and my mathe ded 
in Sonlun, Calor, tn 150 Haber Ali and Tell ang song 
Fier b nest hi one so, Jones Huber an tro pone 



































sd ves Klamath Fl, Organ Ace i marr wo M. 8B 
Sl har one son Rchid Lame Bato, and thee grandes, They 
We PTS aout hve wo. dauphin Baar Ann and Pate 
Jean nd rnin My wile ond Te In Sole 








{Tp PERCY COLDWELL STORY 
ny Mower Lane 

“The Poli wore my Aunt Mini pd Uncle Poy. 1 wa 
ty to or ois ht iss Ale Md eer sr, 
tune intne Ho Hl daring whol sett ie. She ed boo © 
‘eohet ates sos snl han Hy Cowell sie se wo 
peace r Vanenve, Wadngn. Dug lege vce 
tre Rey ed ped wt ie SPS Haly teen tod od 
Spine sneer Hea tend Watton Sie Cig 


















PEE Aen Nt, bar vt hw they were te a the same ie 
When Aust Minne wont upto Alberts, Une Perey followed an 

was nr ton lenge they nee taeda more Ino te 

Ty ae spin ike ach Ul Poey be ial slang wih erty 


13h Rite ic Uncle Peny oa tp ade ie erp 
{hat melos workman Hie heated wat about «Tall me south 
Fn le Lakes I romomber tbe smal sibs: he bull one yet 
‘et contend an ng ow fst we send sro te 
Ti fr itone racy dns He ook the tot back Yo hi om tle lke 
sae the ase sd tk fu uchng up 10 














Uncle Py and Aunt Minne evaye rie sme pee and hse 
ii ones evel is Fenton the tbr alas hp 
lige gory and rime, Lightning sack the ery daring ene 
WT hee eral sens comm he pasted the gee Wh 
a pecerped ecw ol he anery at throw setup sich 
Fai tet sey wate Un Puy the mle of he raring 
Sonn Teac ot band and dowd «Ue le he ganar 








"That Ford mould ve been el Jo It had bade you polled 
nd trope tuned he eopne se fo srt ke on tbr nt. 1 
femeniber Uncle Parcy geting the machine’ vp frttwo lly an 
Ker doo «ham tet of rte toad ned seal fot str 
TREE foley ninaynowodsye abet nd Trae wih Sim droog te 
Clow Nes Pos tat Mel Tin the die of December, nd 
Se ple Uncle Puy gop il bckwars to ee ay 
ie Sie" moee: Ambit  piyked nod mpl made 
onan bar te ie 











nude Pay woul co on on apg lake in the cold weather 
sea oer wh sysname we would eve ee Gat 
‘Ran Minas made fa handtaredeoer een fil som. What 8 
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teat We Lane ks 






ap Hil 1913, but we le orth 





Aunt Minnie de I Albers in 1546 and Uosle Pewy die te 
re, Washing, 1966 "Tey let cid, 
















lands wee Ee 


iO 





Bil tbe oly id, wat 





family moved 1 the Wigmore homastnd where they ived live er ab 
Jo Biel ae Ener Se each Ue at Lat 











Me. White grew wry Ig ld of pet on yar butte prot 
rove very sce 2 
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(One sine Mi. Whit, Elie Laney an Bl were diving bomb 
1 hog Neer CuLOM Coulee Mw Wate and Ee were out geting 
{LAMEL: dye eam bad tok if wit Bal he Dos. Be 
fale infringe once of rat Mr White was so ft 
{Se oul pee ide bap api So 1917 Me Whe veh» 
nd new Model Te hall hues ith Erle Erm Millers had ca 
Ciba ine aa 














il reer og 1.4 chatages im Dein every night fr wes 
pnd. Bs White bad be fret abe fled 


Aor dine de Whites sd Dy Lane stendd the Hand His 
Sanpede ito can, bt onl) oe at of ears latex. Late dl 
etm the RCM woud be checking frat aod back of the 
‘Blk Node toy they ere Og and each ha to pay fe 














Me Whie wos vey ave fl spre an eertarent inthe 
cary ean aint Chueh werk en Lad AS! member Aug 
Se cmate ne Swed on Yl the White “rer thumb sed 
ints bevy ot with eral annd td eo Dt ower 
toa de ond ont, Th howe plane wet an ony al Po 











Mr White farina ot he dat 1949 and Bland so 





BIL wax mer of several hobbler—reing bees, cna opel 
tu and ing aon He noo seca whsh very bony 
ter far foe may the prod. pmor of the fs 

{Sled nin st mongrel Hand Hl dens 


Mx. Wie pase amy in 168 








Il sold he fem t ADbert Moench in 1966, eurlog the Ext 
quart frming in sumer ate rain in Newser we 


Just afew muds about Ele Onl, who ee 0 say at, White's 
tn spproinnty [612 He eter had bce widowed Wt Sven 
lf Til hd cae to vt hi Nowa wo mas ele 
Wine tte abe migt the Fedle wo noe smothers burden 
Fide bane go playmate asd compen for Bil onthe lng ile 
te ler Soha, stayed ol wee «own ma 














SH, (SAM) MeNEILL ad HL A (BERT) PEIRCE wre ihe: 
inlaw. Tey Rt sted on sing unter the Plt Lake Sl 
DB roiding 2 meno te yar on ech gure. Smdiow Sa 
{a tor cl at prone po hs bomen 5 had ie Hu Ber. 
‘Epo ht oe Cont Sout Aan Srp ne La 








fist Te hal we Bo ht land "The MeN ba 
lend del toe south, 










































































ter performing is dati HL A. Pee Ita went In te 
suley tna Calg. "The rekon of Sam sad. MeNell 





THE MEMOIRS OF A GOLD DIGGER 


1s st the light of day ov Welington othe sont of Somer 
glnd, nthe fou 100 Toute whe T sated my oelng tad 
sunwlingMy iis kot me uncer mrp thre fr gh Jers, Ply 
eis et sk oe and dca wo yon me tof the soy. 
Soar the gd ne ot ints wd wd aon, my tether sy 
‘wo brothers aod 1 decd eth ln t Cad. My nthe ped 
‘hay inthe OW Caumuy, We came diy to Stathona, ar wa 
‘Se he" South maton pom 




















My mother pad away tno or thre yous air sing sat the 
those muses” ay edt ater, my Youngest bre, hel 
tw tok ot for sates My sr wet de Sater same ne 
Provo My uncle came and took oo wo ale out fh fare wo 

















ET main’ My slic ithe stayed Elmorton sod woe on 
rat tl he eb ot 14, fe lad rt he 





hig ue ig Samp she 


1 tema cide 
wot ois SS ees 
SES ee ie Siac 
Son Erste aren Sere cea 
Sah tage eter tee ne 
SL Ch Lon aero car te 
fee ee a tame ae 
seeing reer egmeeecnyes 
Prey eee ae 























et beet nyc len He gree fv delet er eopet 
tip ant thre ask, Welt wae ging to ee sgh hen ad ce 
‘ith all ant my, but ono Soe, Tbe atu or 
Tries I mighe ge anther goa jb Ie tat then Trelly be on 











In 19161 flloms the ol fst bare, «gud name for walking 
som, and pt in ig enp of Srey anes ws Then 1 eat bok 


m0 





he 








carers and drove thiy-ile ml out dering bans of malls 
SSR a Siena and Serogic would, have der 
Ire ap gem od go bch king Te Ho on 
arm epon Pay. Iwas Sat mine Tail a prey god job of 

To 1917 U gota fb south and west of High Reon he anc of 
A. fcr At Srds Gong Lane and AE: Ceo wt the se 
lage iy dl per tooth sige hep 








Tame back 1 dhe Hla in 918 and Ue move ang 
foe my cnt Tye out tore othe al of 1919 an pt 
sae tented Brokers seying ere wil perched my Tle 
cancer te lop an te nes quar of 826-6. Ame, 








o's Nor: Snape wat the ssn of nny bustle 
etic pens Every Study evening sows would ther thee Te 
‘tian Tom H ce am ecasion temic everjone faked orm 





He tive oly one half mie from Lawaonhur Sco Doing at 
scons Hse ost sey evemigh wih Sour wale te ie ould 
pein to anton place 





‘One cannot wre shout Star Manley without mentolng his 
teil snglog. pbs ve has bon any =a se ha ng 
Seiichi fer wedng Smut grin and cr 8 
fea Sons one te de’ He ako payed» Dut can and 
SSS om out low in hi te 





we Sunt made his Home 


“The faon wit wld Douglas Len 
tn Nanas ul son deh Ao 








LEONARD MANLEY 
Lanes Mavi 
Wie rie in Canada the spoof 1008, ag in Hal 
‘Nova Sonn, Pram thre we pumged fo Secon, Alberta, Mater 
ea Sy 013 My ser Malt he ea yous md Fak 
BiSinh hey made few moves fly seing Rocky 
Hoos eres il rier wither us Kennth on fy. 














‘Ste and Lepr fo sr ne aly aegis Laon 
arg re p19 In dete 1nd myst ow he Andon 
Bese hata Mann, and Anton Tall pee fret the is td 
[Pid 1 Tele Ino she taehing machine they wor falling olf 
SF Seo when Tak eck ver the years we fle er open ee 

ve grade of in wa ete 

















fy and tect ate eign 
261 
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te happened on Thompson Wing's fm late fn abe fall. 1 had pursed 
*sheplin cota beauty se with ¢ high eit, T wore Rost 
tbe af the steamer which was a saw bummer Well we went 
{Tiner Why do 32 You tno what lppened Bye Sn, Wh 
{nthe wheat. The fre caught de soww a the mouth of the homer an 














of the Living God, and would snd forever. We ured 0 Uiten 0 the 
I ia’ har mer pc 1 Co Hehe Hi Sek 
He New Bink. However T tank the Lad the ight dawned ony 
uhencd soul and Tepe thee Bich wil tn Clg far 

‘meetings ld by Doctor W, W. Crom, former Mister of Publ Health 
I nd Wells, Dae ond Hanna 

















1 ba thine for ster knowlege of Gas Word, 401 elt fr 
Calgary thea a 88 sud haa te Pegs be oat 

terms. Whe sere etm lect, Lil 
(he twine ahs 








are a it awe mod ag TA Be ok 


















































esa intetig te fom my dary dated December 21 1887 
‘Revel om eral geome en yours bane en pounds 





“Thre were several fs wh came wp this dict and ter 

homestead bought ar reno but roma for sich a sort while 

at oto eye was known abt tem. Tel rent whe 

otk, conseeny very Hele oration cn be Oe. 

"Thee was fay by th same of ROUTE who came from 
Misi! and eel the Wigmore fr fra fe years 

“The HAZZLET fy ened an eo the Bll Tae frm for 

J WALDRUEF bought trot Chie Day and sold o John, Ads 

He dened un ast bln te Sits snd mat sl be lone 

He ar Mi Ade onl 
‘STUBBY” WALKER, martin to Met. Jack Mile’ tr, tome: 
steed ier 190001510 He ld and'movel ct sery shor alter 








(6. ROUCHE was arate who hom, pov up and le 

MR, TEED, « chlor homestead nee te Boll Pound fs and 
Ince same oer od Hough the and where Ken Broun lives now. He 
Ihc there se yeu and broke one rod cer dering ime 
He was ee a Helge bod King Morea hose, When be el 
Fare ent wth Clyde 

1.8 MeCARTHY, an em rancher, Homtadod but onl not 
woth nd deal 

J. FENNEL, whose famly Uses at Dein at pret. Thay asked 
Hay Sams wo rk forthe, se ve hn banded dallas ip 
rpc He bad no soe at eng, Fenn ve the and 
{ip Teva pcan by Leonard aly 

[REINHOLD LPONHART porn uate sson of schol 
tn MUR He ed In Drums td fred hve oy 

FAY BLANCHARD, fron Buf, New York homestead, hare 
rel Beck pit nel mysterio. He wat # Pcl ier 

BILL, TATEM, « nary man fr yeas, came from England and 
owed here 

(OSCAR PEET came from Boyland and homes nthe Hand 
Hak. He was tiled Wr World War tas Whe Bog lad 

JOHN PET, boher to Ost, homed im he Lewsonburt 
lurk and et when the war be out ISH He paced tay try 
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Act miner tam Dain ced to dive to Heron's are bold 
seo ae on Dey for avi hy 
tf the weather was ice the church sero was eld othe verandah 
‘the Ste ene Thee wos laa go etendance at bth 

‘oe thet ria hovers nthe ety wns planned Hen 
cress were running fl, roads were bad, very few got there. Me. lero 
fl teay ere 1808 wod Me Hein tM he fr Sem Cotta 
‘boot 1920. Tey had two Sons, ater bough he fr ren Bill Hera 

MR, AND MRS. . GILCHRIST wl fay cae rom Sander 
‘hy war and rentd the [est lace fe teu Youre Thelen 
‘eo Bla Scholle tl ten so Lavon Alc lng hee 


Ty went Winds, Ontara M Gein wa’ bathe tM 




















MR, AND MRS. MARLOW and family cue to the Hand He fn 
shout the yar HET The Lavanaburg pot lic wat xt Mats fr 
proses two gers when Te was cone ai rel route seri 
fae ano th 

RUSSELL, AND JACK BRADFORD cae trom High Rher and 
Ind for Dela, They eed the Hin Bay lan 06 Secon ght 








MATT BROWN came wid boned Inthe year 108. He was 
ceny here for mt sad ett stil death leon basse 
tpt Calgary and as Tt tot ss Inthe Ss, Uader 
tet they aid hae t bro eighty acex which the Lefty brothers id 












































ton which he soe a sgalman. He passed amy fst esely | 
RI sued bye wile a Sardi Beh Colo 


DICK BELL and he amily ved the J.J. Pet fr fr amie | 


MR AND MRS. NELS HALVERSON, fom Wisosn, pursed 

| sn | Flare ee of ne ile eh ome 

Ter lomo over a lege aves Tho whl oui wat sto Alec Clark 

Fre cay 080 i nd re Halen sll a form Level 
ey ead wet Bes Clubia and ae he Sates, 

















RALPH FLURRY wos a drug pvior bursting shi 
eos Het ib ie wre to of the ey mer thee apne. Te 
Huge sape ey eso four yer ding which toy ped op 0 
eealed “They aldo oT Ciro moned sey Me. Fey 
‘wen beck sv Bt wk a dogs 


STAN AND GRANT CLIFF wre sepens w Mf. and Mrs ry 
} ‘they came fom Ontar,bmetended, proved upon nl Ie 








JACK INKSTER 


Jack Inkster exe in tie coaniy fron Nach Baifod, Sak 
chet ond tokup shone 





ns the ely eas Jock, wd ox many sna and hat of 
expats ad hoon wh haoss. Fram seal pope realty 
{Thetis thogh al Joy perk borer wee tlw He bo 
tp ors thao oe le sid uy Wik ir Exowledge he mananed 
‘aceat the lor wording Hed bene, ve fw sous cans 
‘Gnesi nln ees rn ovr dst up baal. Beng 
| tough we vd 











Upon foktng tJ’ face yom cud we dp Vohaped sear on 
bis lead twas sa ey 1 sre ek an Bose 





He wel to dean old Wack mare rel Tope, She was mean 
ne tbl fk a ite, Jc the fro her hoe many 
‘it dacng ber, and Tm sa abe Se se pa Inet 





‘Ove wry cold day whle Jock wat being ht bone the bie ) 
Alpe od ong oh ath and re reac lo as lo 
opened he or the Rhee 





Jjck war onthe goal te ne vsing te nighor by sum ad | 

I slo Sale bore Hie had Bak dog named "Coogar™ tht 

l bed ki very dog own oi sy oil sa | 
fds pene wat Enown met 





366 | 
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ter el he he he Mari hve fr ion he 
{ied up hi smupbane esc and tert the tml. 

Jack now and werk wth Wt 

Me Inks larmed Infor many yee. the Inte fortes be 
econ pet time the bap. Wh he Bane eee be 
WSokn at ow Hanna fo hiss? tr Suatchewa, Te ped my 
ere 

"The land ws sd to Mr. Mage Let 

MRS. BRIGGS cane tn Wale cgay. She wa u war bie 
widowed fe ie yen and four sides Shr war Uvieg at Capa, 
Wres rschol tethers with four very all eee he was nae 
Spl ducking The wer pron wis neue war ou the 
a ote elas rs Cat rt, she git fob boueooper fr 
"Teegeom Why The war inthe sry enti Mis Brgs was vey 
eve and well ied omni nets and eteranment” One o 
fhe ete, poe vay Ia 83 and iBegin 10. The ter 
et cre amen rough shot and money 

1D, §, 0, B, MEALLISTER-THOMSON rien tte Hand Hib 
stout ib soe mem Ch Day be ve th them for amie, He 
‘ine fm Souk Alter and ha hs on the “Towa Pole Fore, 
ifcetbrgs Trane. Herd Mamie kay, aster Mi 
(Gatter Duy, ends sepdmugher of "Dai Walco Aer te Welding 
fhe ed th hose tre the a fo Walle 

Medllsir-Thomson had «bined and « preampon in dhe 
Layonnbang dnc Te eld when war broke ont in O14 and 
ra'naurato the Till, The hw which he ult on shames 
rca the dg lace ote Doo Lin Tal 

Dari the 1905 the Thomson lied in Real, tog mona 
around he ie tee No ase eer ely how wha the tel DS 
YR sed Tt beled coe ir chstan mamas wos Dail 
































Mis Thomson and son Gordon are sil living, But thelr present 





RICHARD WIGMORE was « CPR. wleppber yor o hone 
seal nh en Vs oe ele being 





pin proving up his homestead Me. Wipes ld the 
Sextet Rol nde bck to wok or the CPR 








LEC CLARK STORY 


and Mes Ale Ck me frm Santa and aia Dl 
1, Uh, uy were ver daponed hat noe there Ho 








ver 






































thy Ty hd et ih te Tom Cli iting hy wr cing 
bard wo spr ppulton and lw means of apopotaton, the ight 
Teter antel et Fem ont mei er thy i Mi Modoc, te 
fevlonee ote tem out to Tum. The Ale Cla fomly syed wi 
{Tom hs wn alls basher then 





Net long ale, anche boier, Mac, hed vin the grape da 
nd ntl had re He deel eu ovr soi ten 
{id are galloping nt one; arog chap tad hg Stsen- Me 
Gi pebbel the cen and na yellog "The Indians ee som? 
‘Und avery bed ie coving tee won on fhe amy 








tn January of 1902 while Ale was Calgary hong the Wigmore 
tam th Sle een Br, hem Clr bose bod 
ton Asal beter Hen ct op he beds ao schon te 
fin sand the: Ser ono chin, ve, ing, beng. wed 
dag poses Gs het wee pov teh epee eee dato. The 
Seis cri toed ee te ies that wore ov cet ates at 
Sie peole wee meng to oe trnk of Tors whi ws ander he 
‘en tbl Ty wou stag tothe of ae i lve we 
Ihar ts posted nth ak cre pect. hcl sed roped pt 
‘ry int Canada andi owt hr ey to hve gh up hse 
Wi clark and son the reo ie way Rom ann bard ane 
{hehe wot bared wc was ot, "The sles, Alec Je ad 
Dian, an Mes Car yen Mind igor the ad ios sent 
pee thing nd vigor women sewed le or thea ew 
Eins ves bt aon 10 

















‘Ale fae the norkeest quarter of ston tithe in Towaip 
swentyeight and scr to or te yeas go ssa? ga 


Te 1903 the Ale Clark faily moved onto the Wigmore place, The 
se ws vr sll thy leptin the barn for le which the 
‘iden then wae pee at al the own tac Roa 
frshncd and moved ne Hewat down bw the Bae Hand, Me 
Pig te h aye moved wi twenty-one hares" lige 
te fe Wiper feom ee ser th oa, haw dare wos f tre 
eis and wes very toy, al the ulin wee move sat aost 


(One year Clarks ced ance ie Hamre tareys That 
snus de hare the grebepper plague and i rely ted de key 
Tey meve tt sence fsbo aod ha fe bedded 
‘Taray ets mere nr) Tow ta fal. Ale was lee ne dla ech 
tee decd wes Rete then let domo Tor thw pris he buted 
Them rere te and he Clarks hed “ey very eds 





lana soe wo acho Bl for anil then syed at Barn a 
Capp an! wget tse too. Pin when the’ Lawsaebrg 
Sat Ues buh ntendad te It wae whee wes at Clem 
iia hr Gtr trate bis ep He ws cough booze © Yong 


88 























base he wae be 

Web lb 

ie 

! Tek the hee w 
I the ww and ley ede the then 





























when thy got osc al a oes would go hm The afer 
Micelle the tam tested a the eden monk de he 
Ihe"’One doy the len wre detained ic st Tn ou aed 
tl ote se iliy decid wo yo hte without them, Thre na moc 
foc by ll ntl ach tne ere tam wee cnet sme ot 





aah em si hot De hr le 
Alun feo for thove olor days. He had een layed some ranch 
{tring montero re tht had poten fw apn Bn, Ver were 
‘ery mace ine yet Ane was ello ower» ge ae, 

Anima wore not the aly ane dosed by Me Clark. lee J 
lokam ling: dion pa in lng, He lo 
(lllrooe for on of the Par bos 








Mr, Clark wat never happy with the farm, Tn 19M or 199 she 
wor to Drumiclr nd opened small goer store in Neth Des 
ce Diaah mars tnd mn in 10nd hen Alc adhe Boys 
flowed "They farmed fo town Me Ce weed nthe se fr 
Abe te waster erly le hae and bad Yo ait woking 
IR low nde pd say TH 





Mr. Clark san the Mitmay Lunch inthe Rondale thre and he 
ining enn the cel here Several years er he fond Radel 
‘Shunde St ‘Thay ace oth doomed 


‘Ale Je He in Drumbel He fat to cide who ar buh 
miro Cains Tes bn Edson, He mato danse sod 
obey ina all lo cool Duna Use Drombels her 
itheed, Tom "Thar om dang ee mae, 








The far x prsnly ond by Clarence Shandrs and sted by 


(OTTO FMANN STORY 
Maa Ec 


‘was nthe Stet whe ht sober ad Sater Une prior 
nonetaing th Hilde dai Whim ide met ME 
(Ge Render) be ed come 0 tat ten 2 it er eat They wee 
‘Sea td lived thr oe ten os 








1 was though Roy Bender shat they lord abot fam 
forsale thse prs IS they ce pan Boght te Sm Catal 
iene 





Two cilren wore hors 10 the Eanes, Hare, whe mad as 
thee hire and ing Dram, Leon hs Uving tn Edt 




































































es no ents ald fo th ad 

























































































































































CHAPTER VIL 


‘THE, HORSE TRACK 
Jou Lanessry 

The Hone Teck Cate Company ws femal by few ances 
sn Sot Alber Tn tees il with endear Calgary, The 
‘Sree cre Adama, Mota tod MacGrepe tp 18 try med So 
‘Seon onthe north stove of Lele Fs Lake which was fou tthe 
TES? lend te scone dwayne wh way te Hore Teak 
Ge tis tok we ae ding withthe Hare Trad 


“The company atl the spent of « has oal or ack for 


“The ranch wos operated by diferent mina who ete sone 
on toe pues guste of son iin the only dele. ares 
{he Shake Howe Eck spd LeeLee mers forthe Company 
Beit cre quan keri obama ie ms 
ele ye 








‘Story fee commencing operon at Pah Lake they experince 
sve see wera dal acon wd "They Hist menos 


few yous late daring an sty spring bln age umber of 
cette ono te lke which as lon The x wie Way th 


‘he wright and ney animale were domed, etal fees Sty 
tnd te ade ed 








Sil another tne afer a very kong wie, tet fad a out and 
hast aed bones The boos were gure up ner sid ced i «big 
ie en he bldg 

The were the god yes and dhe a. Many young mn fn the 
Hand Hil sod eer adjniog sii wore! re Hone, Teck 
TERe proving up thet ments, ‘Thae wat aye tr of wok tere 
Tite ompany oracle! hundred hed fee end few hundred 
Ft of han A vary age amount ay mes pt pee Yor, 


























earl fve buna dallas fr lee renewal. Alter mds dearer 
Sc7"Shendestnding te oes tld te peste whee sould > 
we helene mo cai Tarai the smpary mere wound op 
Isls 4 Wilnaen was the manage the. He med Pally Drops 
fom Lane Butea mind away wat sted he Tate scum To 














os 

































































1 was jst tout shat tne the Hudin's Bay Copy et tang 
upland Te ler goverment ok oer the Hae Teck pve the 
Hla’ Bay mo toe al acon of land an tew the vena 
toon oe ce Komen 

GEORGE PROUDFOOT came the dtr fr Kran 1918 
He bough the ded ares the Hose Take ve int 
dalla tnd ao bough al of the hanes bonging toe company 
IE Mason, to lar sae nd nthe Huse rack, hohe the ye 
ince wee the biog ous unde t prem In 58) Gorge Prout 
Epi fe mete hk sa arn fos ob 














hci, MacGinorcme op Gan 121, Barc te of 
fand. George oo anes. Wher the horshsit was sold George gat one 
nde end twenty-five dls fr 





Mr, Prods tad the log boo fr bout wen you 
ne lt 1 el oto Dik Conve and more Darah whe 
15 Onur but aways cmt bch in sang. He wl be nny yer ld 
(My dt an wo od eas and pi 2 

Several comments fom gard old mans “The wverge pipe st 
‘hemaces tds stg Ugly ete respon ed Gel rd 
Tonge” “Maw women ok their msl bachwede Pe sdb 
sere fi, allowed by ott egestas 
is his counry «lag time haven't «oe ptt it 
side yu 











Anyone tnerated in prope comet pons wens te Gear's 
plac be asa ae whith be bes mae 


wold yeu, bes young ot ha and has many whet 





Shorty st he nar was ce the men in de evista 
Bye the rend mes bgt to wtle hee nnn amd ome 
Thare ws no sl te ae, Those who were mand and ad 
funn ot tare to Bs oe Lao Sod, Mat el Mem 

‘evel out bythe ime Si lien wee al tp: hower, 
he loving ml if pol who the in 














JAMES LAWRENCE 


Pot Adan an I wor marie ser Olympia, Washing, fre 
1 10nd ce he Hand Ht haga te Se eae oe 


36 











pare which ae he 


ys 4 o-cmad ahack o te enh with 
asic baying when 88 


Raine oy Per an pen 








‘We soed wi Adem that winter, Our et so, Ural Msn, wat 
boon in March of 1915 br the une we Bult om Tse weeher was cold 
Telos of pow, I ele ten tle i th evening ohooh for 
Dow Main Delia dtnce of twenty eT ae sangeet 
te ietun with Doctor Mason ty ag om the very arm. Every ig 
vrs pag sds «oe fol ving ter ona fr tight and Seg 
ising About te mies sth f OOM Coule he sow ee 
ery dary. Ore fe lif Su rod, tw mesos came lf ad ped 
TEE cute ype down ofthe routs Wn T gt tor athe 
‘Sugh T wa standing in Det son. One ha wns nding tain 
Ine pling boca fori he war worth, He broke amey, tok all 
(Sallam ae Pets whew be war raed. The shar lors ws tang 
inh hares and tying hr to foton i fot Tot on Br bend 
‘Sul av pulse pana tool hit down whe Decor Mase 
(orth edd 




















We tk the one hose ad hag and waldo mle ta Dad Ven 
farm He ok Doe an hay bemowed sale are ae ea back 
fet tne nies When Tare th the two for vob were ming 
od deat w tis day shar fey went They cs me ye 
Allg ‘Min Tes eniead te dover dineiag one sn and me 
‘met Hi afer Door Mao 











sum tw ei, al Gre Pt Be 





(ur mal came o Bll Wh 


nish tne A Mere ld he mal ron Besa ys 
We move to the Dott Lava farm in 195 a Bd a god cop. 

‘At too pers we moved othe Caper place rt of Bie Sey 

‘termed retorts you In 161 we moved gn the Hare 



















































































rach, We wore the fit to ste she, Our x Marl Vernon es 
Tom thee Wena hin for Vern Poor wo acted os id-wiew i 
Ter Dacor nga fram Bel del no ave nil tent our Bours 
tie he bye or, Thi wat anther kg wine ith s of mw 
Sega were tzng ed, y Geogr Prono upto May fr Teding 








EDL sam us om the go agn—this te Data where T worked 
forthe CNR Eat Cole wat ar drinaon in 128 and we al 
Tere We mised fly of sev chien (eat fst ofthe scl 


‘THE HUNLEY sTORY 


The Hunley family moved the Hore Tack the winter of 120 
tnd seed ans fare gh th Sen? Sctdement Bost Some of 
{Ee caren went to Levsnurg Schoo Hage crowds do acer 
Ihe Henle’ pce co Sundaes George Protos to sy, "Take 
hy tad at alone yon Hore frac eey all ead to Hanley 
The ret lovato ofall the chien a follow Arr mui 
Mira "Mogumery asthe en snd eon rented es 
I Rely bounhs Howne Resse ard Vera Wiley, hss ane cid 
nd one andy and ne a Pnce Alber, Seatscwan: Dorota 
tual EA: Bowbay, vss Rosy’ Moorea ae nod. has eet 
‘Ridcn and tee pandchde: Emer ded i Del Proton pase 
teray in [557 Fest Spon, NEWT: sng a wt and re iden 
{Gad emcee Vitoria wht lens Helen tet 
eck) Moun Howse and i hepiy sings lene (ela Bey) 
moral Stn eds who @ with the RCA. st Dany Suttchewn 
‘They have tame che, Job, a Rocky Mountain Fosse mere 
wi oo clon Kam isn at Rocky Mountain Hose em and 
Iie een 














Me: Henley pas amy In 184 and Min Hunley rier tn Rad 


HL BARNES was torn in England. Alter the wa became to Canada 
iva war bride. They md lhe Hor Trek ut syed only fo 
Jars One othe fie Cras wees the duet wa hold we Bane 
Tc ed ery sal reba the ty people who ade ad 





“The Bune move to Copland an «bakery ed smal on 
teeny for ave Late Me Rewer ori kr the Nol Bary 
tr Drama tnd lly med Calgary and wore for the sme 

















GEORGE RaIsHECK 
be meee’ Berta Call oe che Lone Bote dict They rm 
i tbe tone esp or few yesh toy ved tn Copy 


se he “Horse Trak” a the ger 12 
mt Boor ithe al f 821 

















shee Crone is withthe Cars of 

THE ANDREW RAISBECK f 
for a numb of years They hed the pon llr there and Mr. Rabe 
ss bo co mle, 











ting Me Raiseck now lives ia Vancouver, : 
There wee four chien od is Vans 





Andy lived and ped say Vanco Exelyone Ted in 8 
years belore going to Ton . 7 
JIM BALLEY boop ad for which he al ne 


en 



























































he wat wet et payment wa ld oat rm onde hi 
oe ow elas pera in arriba the ot fat eile 
Mis bres Bil and EBay wre ney dst They came rom 
Onna. 


LN. BEAUDRY end Mt Bilas ent on the al of 886 
oper They alld te solo guy baton the wa. gba 
(Peer Me Bony aden good tke Head rooming oe 
In Calgay ba things da goo sel my he sold 1 and homeseded 
fhe le Tac: He wry bard ore and ws very depend 
FicMlog wal al by Kime Sought te pipe fom Cary placed 
then dune mel amet eel fe cle and exe 
Ai the eft mast waned, however He bul» dam wate che 
Tal and bet i ford dow ere 








He was Fab Inger for fr years and enforce lw a al 
time He poet on oe 

Me Bewaley was very ambitions. Oo tie be bul lange buling 
fr ra ans png epg The sos woul say Pome 
soe ps op tat poke 





LN. Besaly pnd evay In Dro 





[BERT SMITH bug land shop he Sellen’ Se 
He ans we tale ge wie hey were br ti ae. is Sah 
eI cei ang neal ee ull ber finger of Br was 
SRE fi dre of Hones onthe rod gre and he wkd. with 
ecrge Proud, 





na ba no ee, aaa 


ert Sith ld in Drom, and Mr, Sih Hane 


BILL GRAY—Nofnfrmstin i rales tle men. He did 
tive nike Hone Track ut wheter be ght or boned 1 nt 
thon. He nui an Olson 

|. E MASON lene «bal son of land and past sok, He 
tought the Pye Rasch and te sl 9 Garg Pros, 





{GUS AND FRANK OLSON bonght wo mesons of Id the same 
sine othe sles homes. Th a0 owned land south of ana 











Roy Tamed’ ck nd oh and lve we bh pats, A hid. roe, 
Oho lo ng sme lan 

ANDY KLUMP tought thee quar of end. He was a bachelor 
sed nad one He bat tien sult sol tsk ead te 


iat" He wore fers. Foun Del fr awe Andy psd 
(ay atte Ponoka Mental Hosp 








BILL TATEM boreal in the Lawaonurg dew, Upon his 
scr fm te wt be hme fhe Hore Track 


'W. G. HAWKINS masa reared oe od mended 


ERNIE ROBINSON come from Eola a ook out honstnd 
He played the file very wal Whar be got mad te. commun 
tele hava than. Te sow ered hone ed proeded 
‘tik thet flr, Mac Hones was sso. ate, "When Tet 
te agand Teed tat people ow ves en, never be unt 
fw mbich Me Poon anewere, "Did you red he pet caper? 
Tei staf the people sond oe Ko England” The Rebioss 
‘ent nck Hogan 

ERT EDMUNDSON 
Wile Crt 


ALEC CLARK SR. of she Hand His purchased one quar through 
he Ser Setdement Bore 

















By thie sme ll te Und mas than up aed mont a the sets 
were begining all ov and ove sony Same, Boneer. tho wee 
Sable met payments had Hv athe nd tbe goverment 
oy in tre uot ree, Ato ew aa pineal 
TAR Dive runder Wing 0 the eat "Othew wh led wee 
hrece Wann, Hodalgh Sunder, the Lenety bots and Dik 
Cage. 





hoe who tought owt diy rom the omnes mee ames 
France Caco Won, Joy CaeteJny Mekean, Cage Reick 
Ne Pooch, sl Kev, Chea Kel Penk McFadden, Ged Won 
(Ohio Hinnn Rady Bender, Wilino Cibon Ben Mame, Marin 
‘Veda nd Fed Presi, jck Game poche all fe At Dis 
Tings and leer Ji Camm boot mat of Cnence Wiss land. 








‘At prevent here are ony hee frmaede the ars. They. are 
cca bythe Cara fay, Me Veo family adi a Maia 
As the yours wet by the name “Hore Track” wa weet and 
tes, Mos ofthe pele tfy ave never herd of fT are 
ening th cher W'wil ng & wave af bag othe ler Tl 











1 hope 0 


Tas tor at Wellwad, Manis, i 1505 ame 0 Alera 
nh my pre and one thr, Aral, in 110 Wer ltd In 
Tigh oui ne whish come hough agree and See. Us 
Fernatly the tin wre at Veprele and we wre fore unload 
See fur ele The our of drove frm thaw wih» here and 


ae 


























































































My moter sod dad homes abot oe ses eas Dr 
hetero elo Cae ie Vent Vali fy 
Thre with my grandmother, Mis, Lowes, and attoded school there 
The fat ne {came ihe Hand Hille wasn 1915 whe ep 
Dy Noble bing a func of bc a laser of Coed Bers 
Trade beck and hen ee me gi the t= a. 
th pig of 188 Dad ah ol da ght ae 
jack Peete brogbt one te op inthe Pet pac aod sayed tee 
Ai eed snd loo afer thom Late ey woe owed he Toes place 
ie the sommes f sued wid Prk Nee ad 
Nie oT flowing wir eae ot ok Bal 
ating she ent for yer wrk or diet people he Hand 
nat: il’ Shore "Tory. Sth broke. aboot ihe 
{Couey thd tr Feeney wired or Fr MePadlen fo 
fran aio Hed MeN 
Febuary of 1808 my dpsed away ad 1 wen hme bale 
Io ale fo Taly Upland om ging to he Pete ive bet werk 
‘Bun Lavery ead That fll re as 4 Sebol Land Sale ed 1 















































Fup ll con of od (228-16) mr of Pu Lake My moter 
Teoh ie ator gunna te quanrs bu + anal shack. 
thal no 10 od ga se being don, The et art Bght we 





ed ee ld 


In Dace 193, 1 mare led Peacck and we fared re 
le sell a in 1850. We wo wo Pra ad arin 
nad When banded aes they 


















le dla we ch pani When the bye were 
fn or sv sud pole to le One ine when we 
‘log, Fant t hs Jung shed ge into slog, Al 
‘eed al Nevo tay Brak wat wet fm ap 








ve dd oo of wrk i he Tue ten othe fr 8 foe 











We sd our fam to Jim amie 195, ght # ose New 

ante nd Wel ey Me, Bet frrng wea four tone, tee moved 

feck owe He Teen Marin Mara glace We fom 
fe Dotr Lawn meses re few ee, Frank, we 

[Binge end ie four ikn, fan the Raiow due Fal 

rr Alce Gam hy hee fo deg, Lie and Py Ty 
‘eel and wort ih the Comm ry 
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CARL KAUTZ sod any ce from Brat Mine Hot fn the 
spring of 108 and the see all mane so the Banik pace. Dering 
‘Pe'yours 18, Toad 1037 they Ton the ney ace on the 
Hove Track Tne young ellen, Ona, Mada, Pee, Car ao Ted 
‘endl Lawonty Sea Alet and Eine mee ot of coal bythe 








From fee the family moved to Ending ae lly Chilwoc, 
ih Colm 


tr ace Caso aso Fat 
1 ya brn se Abate, Sind io 189, 
eve homstading | wood on tlphone line conscton 
Gade Hgy whch wat hey es fo Hg Rive" float 
‘Sou Alea War Veet A nero tye men nt Calgary td 
anc beck wit eet sion homesading, They wld me tat ar 
{ells I old fle on land. Tells nae the etc esto An 














bought ie Liber sl 0d and fale hem out 6 the Lane 
Bove aren Ie snnng Le Mestad bad ere tee ing 
The sok 1 ulodel my split aod mn &make-ble sack 





Me and Me. Ones wee god ghost oe wate fron 
the Nn Owens sowed me how to make pneaker apd cul 
{prota up and stayed on the bomen ulate the i praile 
fre tat went tog, My house wes ste at we road rat 
‘ord eth i fe came ewes n= Bll web 














1 went ot sent ry to mae ame mney. I work on the astra 
‘Dam snd oe Mas Ingato ith Thad. purchase two bg er om 
fe Mosel nthe thd Til and my sete, Pertne worked ay 

Wen I igure Thad made cong mney T wet ict my hoe 
stad Tena the lad, be tw hundred nove nd dtd wel 1 
Ene slo tam Joe Ra and from Tide bog «god oul 
Sh heed for «lot ofthe neighbors 








constrain ofthe beidge 00 te ‘Thompaon River "Then 1 went. 
her eah Columba and. worked slog compe Vie 
arma, I'm he bes fr the cmp 











had ny ft experts wih smsboes ten, me went ey he 
‘oil thea dy You cin hase tear how fo walk the 


1 went bck ard farmed fr bile ft things were pty dy td 
dnt nk proming, Lol ont and asned to Robo” te eg 





























































mel wes Bae bony 
red Jin fit, 102, aa 


ioe, I met «nly. Agni Ls 
ted arte roads‘ rather Bae 
fear to Roba Agee and T wer 
tok her bck to Roc wih me 

Tsien cae many arty ugh 

















(ur fie slr were brn end ried in Rabu. When the Bort 






Things went que well for ws ee. We tock the ga yw end 
she td, Ou een om grown sen an women, hate eth 
Finer Hed single od t hag fin mad ara Vode 

{hey ive nat 0 she Clarence Wit places Alle aria Harald 
Wn ‘They Une twee wax Thy fee ey gh, 
Lose and Paty nd we ae prod of thm: Bly alo singe ad 
ee wih 





Baron's Nov: Mr, Gammle wt lod In tafe ace p the 








ice te sng of 161. Up antl the tne of i den be wa bi 
ip wth the fring operations, peli a baying te: He so 


lee repui cc Nes Cutie wes Kind il geuleman, He fed pert, 
‘Spell hate. He we tere buy to ds favor oro an vi 





THIE MARTIN VREDEGOOR FAMILY 


dicey ae fm Repl, lado Me dogs 


om 


eother at Pitre Bue The the wile fay worked on sue beet 
Fees oe he ns: na ry bd ok ad Lng hose 


Though Te Bras, nephew by marge they Teed soot land 
foe alein ins pars Me Voclegan me whe over andi 18) 
he boogie ti wae dhe Gorge dk arm The le feral came 














‘The Vigor arma iy Holland so they see fear wih the 
ccuptnn, Thy lke cms fr ale, tw have el, hos and 08 
tpn Thee your gp Mes Vedogone viedo Tor fe week 
Eni ste and her bsbend plan cer Ws tn, 








There ato sie cites in the py emily. Anne mar Frank 
Amen Ty have two clsen snd a ve In Hanna. Mara x Mes 
Jim Garanie Tay fom ley noch of Cana arin 
‘cot slinging woke ay cava tbe Sr, Dine b+ soa: 
{Gch at Repna Appr her busbend Dany Marin and wee iby. 
Inca Wines, ‘They wes arming Berd ployed i 
Steve Din alae. ft wae apy day forthe Viedgpre whe they 
Tete their Canin Cinsaip papers ane aod ler Jr. wae 
habe ated do no awe ae 























FISH LAKE SCHOOL pisrRIcT 


sone cams bythe nap hs sits monly lene and. Very 
few people ve vd inthe aes Wht tbe paneer cme dey wer 
cd Fit ay ova fom heel they Homa ot are 

Iind The ry ling lind wat tsb oe farming 2 








A very ery sachs, JF Cle ame in wth «lrg lo ce 
tor fat" of them daniog a aeee wit He mowed ore the 














Romesh coming (So xy In Dalle Secon) A ah 
tai Day pn in ae of Kener Cal 
fo ee ee gt» hae 





The few honeieer inthe area wee: W. H. Kapp, J.C. Plow 
bens H.Peice SH McNeil ofA, Tall The Pee nd MeN 
nl wat then over hy mie Pes, whe the Knapp nd, Powead 
ings were porch by Erie Ce Thee to farts were the 
iy neste et fort pod ony year an forte a 
Sry se He Shel Seti) 
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tg hort SS. ei" a. cine oe 








Sita etl st a i ed rsh 








SERGE Ray SR Ra Sy OA Spe Cea 











spacial st sea Soe ret Raul 
SADLER Lory a es Sa el 





DALKEITH SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4141 

















Samos Bes [Keun (Coan [Chane |Oomn4 





Meine [Sina Resses 
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CHAPTER 1X 


{tia done pea by 8 ending oo yp In La 
a all tins el etre War wih you cod T orally 


















He ste egscer enough or 
pt Waclrhtnd ler enough tf He mu be exami 
{eto whe tony and whe al nd beoeeper gh ot 
‘he weak pine operaon, 








Tir it, Mowe om 





A fap Unesock dea, Gt 

sol lelity el tytn what etn feria foros He st know 
tition 10 poet Td hit Une and fie is eop plate He 
ren be ee i 











He dova’t hav 1© be daa bt diglmey wil help coninon 
hie tte that now eeor wl inrbe pots enough to bayer 








Bey te oe lating A 








ih 10 tom around aga of fever and ber of uy Alan 
wih ta he man have itl erie eth 10 be abe walk 
in «bank wl for « S20.00 Inn mitt ating at ye 











1 te wine 198 se people of 
that hey hod tet ine eagle 


They decile cl ll the pant geht Fro Deng hoe 
i do abut To vos was snaninee hn cha 






















































































































































































The Htc the lamer fa the scoot wae open 
{Tn nn ce Manel ln att set rea en 











torneo ay work 
Iain, ete all done fre grat ta save on tee Some seal! that te 
fontor wes paid ve flan § meh 














is tae our scl age shove bot ten en oer se 
‘hilsn such so Fenes Peon the Mile Brgy a Wits om the 
air who school yet Teiden ar ail ether bye pore 
feted th biped pry te ache’ wegen Al it tn th ee? 
ges were aval font Ried dale fen 











The Bight of the schoo yer war the Chsnas const A to 

ne and work weep it the by the techn pop but 

{eval wer 8 covets dr. el a tel pod ayotenr eal 
rar te Chive, ging them te ceftnoe i speaking 

tian Everyone wed cme tl ny nerve ce 

‘tue Tho tore wee the et dag debe 

fd bal turin wich wer ry iteeting 











rf elena, Ha Kt it ef om ouph the 
Year te helt apres ls Nelson, Mi Jones Mn Catron 
ire Leeman os Wate Mis Mile Whe, Mis Med Si Ms 
Mia Derihy Gon Mr Clas, Mie Willams Mi Mian Bars 














Wal the hol served i purse wey wll ed ote pois sew 

ap und move ood the hl” Oar choo! wat clove a evel 

2 1b o's nic tne thee Se Hoe hey it a wd 
choot wee enalia 








THE BAES STORY 





sane 












Mes, Hono od Me Banish ave cr to dag, Fred Bae 
ne tn, red Emm Steer of Dowllog Tor cles were 
Teena, weapon, who Uver wih is modber and father wt Gren 











Interesting event, Once be wa ding eight oe ten Tass on the grader 
tel the race tse for abe ne Had il oom a the. ile 

sess be werk any daye wen ey Pat te Heed His 
si Howse: be a biped tte buling ol he ha "OF eure 
fe ya shat was wher f'nas single and was my own bot” Ate 
Mort te doa to gid San 














mothe Lane place aed vel there foe few years. then they moved 
Sit, ML elm’ ple A few pr aor sey Hough frm 3 Ee 
ow they ve i Hann 











nde In Drums Avs Ht, nd toes iv Drumbl Abert 
isn the cs fn non ErdingEed a een a gh 
Lee tnd Raison Lake fo ef ciple ov tes in alge. 





EMANUEL BANMICK. 
manuel and Chitin Brick exe fom Rl Sut Dabo 
i180 They syed Souk Det sx geune le there for oy 
"om toe they moed tothe Hand Hilde vo the windy 

{He akon Teyana Ine thre nme pce 








Me end Mee Saabs Clcbreed ie fie dling. aera 





el hac des sn by ai Ty ae al 
‘Conta Altera 











cots" " 


“Tht sn some a 











6. BANMICK 


Mr Banach cae homes he ait a the monde 





























































































our He dag bole and all water t be then med soe 
Tain yr wo mole lH dy od bt ol 
1967-1068 wien cate rubbed te as of dawn, 


“The following hemes: are alo wonky of mento, bot, ot 
ruc inborn ws fren sbowt them TI Ist sone them 
hose ame ave oad, bt whee is do ot Snow! HL Gali 
[iW Harry Ore, Jor Weg Me Wyk 





‘nv Fao ano Tanssa 


Ensonnue Burges his wile Magaene, whom he mart 
in 1808 and ther fmly sae fm Wattgun, USA. to Olde Te 
{R10 hey moved eae Hans and nk up a arsed onthe Suh 
Quater Sacto 1, Township 5, Range 18, Wana he Fourth Ml 


‘They drove to Castor for supplies: this furney took three day to mo 
Tro or tee folie woskl oat coe tne. Ove of thee wip Pred 











be many oer horeeade, de Lint hom were mde of sl 

The chen in ths tory were Chest, Enns, Pred, a, Maria 
from ths marrage were Freda, Sam tnd Terns Seer] cdsen ded 
in infecy and sos thre wet eames thy wore bel onc 
ben pope: his wet mote’ one of he many heredeofvng be 
cere county 








1 1922 he marl Mr Kl) ae. moved wo the Dattih. Sb 
tae gee ovens yea " pic 





ike ll are hs amy 8 to heen 
pd ‘hee mari tamer to plac ofrecer af tlle Ta 
Kaui ad her hushed, Jed farmed for many yt sou a Hanna, 
tnd ry now reed ad ing tn nn Enon Ream aber haan 
pram avay 196k Ed hs le Bonen sol tmily Ine lem 
South of Hanns det” north ofthe homestead whith Fd wns se 
ftom He Moyen tad bor iatend, Cac ine i Caller US. 
Mara Glover snd er shun Chase ode in New Werinine 
[BC Em ands we, Olga tu te Dae Sel Dt 
Ts deat i 1035 roa Png andr hand, Henry, far 


296 















































‘he Wats iat wo ther retiomane eer yar gn now thy 
the fe tlegne Samael He ne ans and aml ve Sard, BC 
Teves Faron ber harbods Blvebt Hanw (oot reed, 


EDWIN CLARK 


Me. apd Mr, ain J. lak homes nthe Hand ile in 

tone ball of 925164 They crgnaly cme fon 
They were rel plar, at bee dy me one 
‘th tv cen wre horn th tame rte They 
onesed th fos, Kann Okibiom, Tetsu Det toe cog 


Mex Ck was very fine mass sd she taught mae. Me 
(Gh had wondeal'Snging wise Suwon soon only ata 
Sha se of ch tly ware wry a. 














Robert their odes on, was # man oe young men eat 
reirencnt t mr ofthe Prensa Band 

A son, Ald, homestand the west hall of 4208-4, but now 
te a Vernon BC. 

“The dghr Kae (Mx. MeLead) i ving In Caley. 

Ti ote emo ming Miler and Here ated the Hand Hl 
Lake tcl and Inter Pare se Mier bce msl to, Dut 
fi he hd ae Hae He antl bee n-ne one lr 
He stad is cor around the cals ado Ys sever sre 
tbo ater nade nt the wey ot Calgpy doe Hat Mowe 
aw tod in che weer state He sa was ntti the Mand 
File tke Sime In 125 beeen men ofthe US Marne 

i ae ema onthe was fit sue thee ons ap I TOL 
Teter Law Merled 

















‘Ae the family moved back et Harvey let is ie ln «owning 


Me and Mex, Cla bh pase away several yous ap. 


‘THe cope story 


skh, Bo Cre no ak Cl, wm smn 
‘Onin 1812 the Cae fly mored ut to fr seve mest 
oF Red Deer 

Jack Code, being the cond cet of + ere femly dca be 
wend to go ritching, He-and the nest ole roth, iy seed 
































































































small ranch at Detar, bt i 1900 

te bl taken op by 

sto more open 
He and bis bother Dancin ok out loge on ihe Dt of he Re 

Dawe ver bet Nels Red Dr a the winter 19019 





ices. 5 Jack decided to mone fret 

















In the srag of 1901 tay made this Tuber ng lrg raft and 
tent Shor afer thei went ot they sured dow the iver 
ad lew bit of ttle sod age bare ut they ma 
faced «pent cle to whore Doothy tw Hee ey rn on 
itrge raed bat snd wer mabe o any rier 














They met dr fom tach onthe river andi im to rie 

td find ls Cale bo was vg hese cry fm 
Balkema They sna the at ont swap te one un 
the Hand Hie 


‘With the amber trom tbe eft they fat shack at the end ot 
she Hand Hie Ls ere Je Code to ont Bit 
Imestod."The nee prope wor the Ailes ack, etn se, 

Th sewer hat Jack ad Dans wren the Hand His thy 
snow Stef spl, ul later sped tte fom er 














4 Jock was 9 fai ook be tok onthe jb of mandy cok, and 
had hb Yor several youre "The endap fn das wt noe 
‘lo where sere ance fed opts the oper te 
Erte One yea ne bade hr alte ee nd ip them oe mange 
ilar rs me fay ead dip em 

















Thing went wll the Cds ul the winter 1906-10T, Ty 
had pt up ute nt of hay and Sack fa irra ls 
Frombaaet they ned: Wines ct ey wth Los of mow and biter 
(il wen "Pay sere 











eto get te eae the fd ake a 
tos of them deed way tte ee Tn the sng wher yee 
thier gt oun, dey ad oly about whit othe bed ele Some 
‘Ste ariel by eating bank's sal sr the cles, hers 





flowed ors tat pened down hong the snow fr ps an eb 


This we the begaing ofthe cud f 





hing te Hand Hil, 


‘The neat wo yeas mw of otters cme in The Cale a 





1308 Dancan went hack tthe fry aan ted 
ns Sl faring thre wen pd ay” in TAR, Jock 
P Sout Alea Serpe fal wt New Been, nh Oyen 
fe 1010. He ened the Ith Bal Ip 118 bet nas db 

TO1T de tw af ah oe ee 




















Jack mara Pore Mev in 1818 and shay had thee hile: 
Footy Bayard Donan 13 Jack Coe end Fly noe to Rad 
Deer snd teat Caron 100% Jake pros sted by Pay 
(Gale af Corton nad Dance Cade Calgery. 














THE DAN DOERING STORY 
atte Bn Ding nd hr an Ra ame 
ering Rolph, ef dy Pasi and His cae to Mayon, Alber 











ought fom Edwin Clare the Hand Hil, ster Dalbith schoo dt 
They sold ter frm Sn Mayon in May a ace dey had fl 

‘rho ought ther place. tn return fr thit‘work the man owas to take 
‘camvard wep od Ip the Dosing tore the 














‘any mong hanced ed le” 





total of to the 





str thy cred the ine ied os gue ewe 





Be he se tf ee aioe te et al age ck 
‘chore on each wag pl hem ut of dedi It wn dow ving 
reached the honest ste 








There being m0 Hoo the sie hey et ph etn the Kl’ 





They rel ha there war ue a oe of a that cummed 














tet sie id sre of eng” He nt “It oa oe we hed 
fing the tengo 0 dey etry morning 

one wy belp make end ect At that Se butter war not very 
REG Tame ee epoca 8 bangaru Wa peal 


we tae sp 








‘Mis, Ono Ema) Pol of nk Sam tnd Mis. Aldine 
‘ld ine hn Cape. 

























































‘he Hates owe all hat lan om but the home oar, whith 
Mi Hild es bee 


Mr, an Mr. Fed Daeg and family cae fom Mayon, Aber, 
ty that prt ofthe Hand Hil er ko a tbe Dah es 
‘nth year 110, They ha the A Clerks hemes 








dow abd soninrle Archc Diegel. She ecebrod ber eiiteth ith 
fay on Deeb 25,1965, eb he sl ke an ave itr he 
Icnewoet an po 








She eal» fow indents that seem 19 be sey Ini. One 
tonk plac Ewes ony four mosh dw Oe te and he had i 
Uslep Bede be haptic A'Turpear ol pigbor et suing 
th thought Ed oelé be hay, te del ge by inh 
tout a tbe galon log Of couse she siceded nding wer ag 
El ged, eol bth and nery owing tim, Ove ee tine Ed wet 
slop hows the it pled hay ale ule wa abe to ll 
Bi ut ofthe bs she cold play with 




















‘She rails when she co 
one dl ard wh ee 


A by seen are cs of smite fr 
The cents denen nt Sen eg 





11982 Ba wen Ole ep dn, Hs wages were wo dlrs 
sd ty cents ay. Whe thre an ied hi bel up te and 
wre te Olds Agila Buln ae ow Ica He as pal 
hala day and shard He slot tnt ad come bore a Deen 








Jule and Fd Bele came 1 say wid the Doaogs ar eed 
hem fo ow years while Ms Dering was hosel 3 eg 





HA wa Su 





arly il api fr oly st lr 
Me. and Ms, Doting bad fay of six chlden. Teo boys 
asd wnty blr hey cme the Hile td se psed ey 1828 
Eines on the home plac, Me Ox (Aone) Mar thes Henne 
fd bs one boy dG IM Me Acie fda) De tne oe 











‘CARL ARTY sroRY 


cat Har case to that pare of she Hand Hl wer brown 
the Dalkeith shoal ay oem in the sping of TS14 He Inet 











ph land om Al Ca: ert he rods ad ton mowed over nto 
nua was not ted othe tat dine 10 got «ralay 
feet oars a tht er the et they ol iu ont Ba 








nb aon lr ot a sd 











He bull «shack and pent that wir hee woking pe tine for 


the poole wh hd bong he wel plas 





le bake some of his land the net ster working or seg 
hs lene wine ene Wii rk 











Inc inthe CN pr abo the aly =p 
te Meuse Jone ek n'a ammunin Shp wang sel for se a 
He bie some erp pt bon bis homes the nt spe 

In Angst he pti bad smashed fo the amenlion shop 0 he 





sures bam 


My (Be Harts) hls cane 0 the High Rler dict in 1910 
‘We laf tae fer tours tor meng Calg. 





To te sing of 10151 wont out to the Lane Bute dsc © my 
Tipent non of the summer workog fo mothers who ha ew arival 
Ion ih ser tht Tet Ca 








3 o Cag for she winter ad the net ape me were 
tol ee We vetoed othe hemes ad ed eet 18 
‘her we ment Caghy. Cat weed na shop Open ol 

TiS Then we rts lar etl 15! when we sl the pace 
1 the Hatton nts moved te Eicon where we all rede now 











Seley, Macy al Robert ee marcel and 
mont Ray work ea the Norther Abt Ral 
td Tae wih te daring he wc 











"Ths he wher, when and why ofthe art fay 





1 th ties when we work fot 
hoe ee ht Tn ds 





remember, onthe deen nes when we wee aay foe home 
‘om terse beans The hg poblen we yng 






































































































Weaingun, USA ate ey To Thee hwo clon we 
‘Albers aod acted ooe-ball ale one of where the DaDlath sco! was 
Ince tle sso te mee nosis ey a ha He the det 
chide wee depted of the luc the tener i gh 








Having let hi wile ew yer lee ming to Canna, Me Ke. 
wah fy of anal iden, wae tard to Me Yarn of Wal 
ir 1918. She ha eon wowed and ele wi re all 





In the yrs hallowed Mr, Kel was pened By emo of ie 
Keln's for chdeen, Goute, Emma, Simon and Relnild. Mes. Ke 
$s ley ear jo a do sn Mean Mx 








How pa the pees mut hare been wen sgn, George 
Kelis abd Yanan ving thoes He dhught it was all one fay. 
Thee is 20 eg io the lean yore and dhe hand work, #8 
eving tum, the big horses that were wsed for the fed work, dbe new 
Dado er that wan bogie st Mr Nobles garg, wherein Dove I 











Gor re wt he feity tiem, cen the enon whiteshng ot 
the ld oro lly he rd she paige new he 





semetine in the middle othe night when fate’ pal Stace 
secure 
1 1936 aftr many your of Bah Mr, nd Mix Kel with she 
ompet devel ered we Hanna ‘Tor toe youn tet 
othe fn the patents leading hing bead when ned. 
{Str on Mr: Kal bpd ov atte Cop Lame yard Hit, 











On June 27, 151, Me. Kel pase aun tn thet Hanna Hos 
the ag of vento, A vy War Ga eeing men bt jet aed 
teeing st, he hud the ove nrc al iy. 

Af yout Inte Mr. Kel as mare o Wendslen Mech of 
Gagne and tr a ryt fe yout ee a dow aga. She 
rw vomarcd to Wiliam Waller, emai of Cheat BC. Mer 
‘eding to yr in BO tay sed bet Abert tae og a 


0 








Metcne Hat, Mex Waller wil be clbrating her 78 biday on 
Stember 16,16 The cect x Covad Keim wil hi we Alon 


































ma feared” George oad Linds lve iu de Sntes snd Viet (iis corns | 
ESE) sl fr Seed ony ae Spin Ene el, 
re | feta Rehd Oe Sl by we do Wale 
= Tse, buried to Ben Sept ved they, we fog eth Pr 
‘we Bate te on fo at Hanna. ‘The ode sn 
in Weta we Le 
in om eee Bey Tone a to 
sa Sdn‘ Pot ot lly me Stet Beaty 


odhand Nln Clone apd fry ar I Ednonn, 


abe Yasman and bls wife Leah Une in Hanon Thy have emo 
real so Repo and his wie Mora an famiy = Edmonton, 
‘Vernon wih bw Sarin Hanna,» sr 

ter tend Cary ee and fom 
Tay, unter te Ec 



















old Kem, og bis it wile C 
i eno pari He and 







































































tue the family frm. The older son, Har 6 working at Grand 

"ie Yeoman, forey mart to Swien Moench, by whom sh 
Ind thre doug Neen une, aod Vere, tow ema 6 
Jae Holdcnce of thew they des‘ to alder i, Nore 
{hu Jen, ae bth emo Nore with het usb Clase Lape 
nd hype inte Rice Omura and aie Ando 
1h tet fed ver, Valse sl scl and Ung a home 








Hilig Yarman ie mand © Dold Deng and toy are sow 
rig Melidne Hot, Thal fami, Engnes Dao Fan tnd 
{Sco areal gown up aod mari. Rigo awe Ann nd fly 
fhe a the bone at Whi Die th her sand Leonard ed 
fag) ie Acai Vatey. Tank his wie Marge a fy 
{fe Moline Ha, Ganev le Nera and omy ive fn Toren 
Lille Ken, the yong aught, marie wo Joh Mosnch ant 
sey incon the Mle at Celgye Ther dee dager 
Hire ael her fasbnd George Prodan eat St Alber an thal 
unger dager Mary fin at Jaro high schol td Tvs 
Tm sure ane witht pr nop all be mma iat come 
vo min, ove coll fie tok, A man nator {hap the fo es 
Wilke ew memorer ef» god cee, he we ad fy 














[REINHOLD KELM STORY 

Reinhold as roned on the original Kel mesa, alo 
the Morin Kel place td he Burger farm all a ane unt now 

is fest wile Chis posed away leving him wth one sn 
Har who owe op and working up north 

He remand has anath wn Gary. Hie wile Bie cane tom 
Pound anf en cranes vey ntcesig andere warming sry 
{Th there, Scan you enn lo bau ting a ering 
‘pence she sled fe soming over here 





She tel hs, with os of hers od. no mes end had work 
hard for sin ehange fra li blo and eat a fod, Tae 
dle cone of et shed wih slew tet. on he dit 
Ther: no hee or bine A fen apo fad bm the an’ be 
inc they res woah ad ty fl wna to ga bat 
tee coll ft, Tey meer had as ange of set fr med 
So" desert ith ws sat urbe 














‘She filly beard aboot Cannde where lle wat Tot ese, She 
ssi sounded wo on tb ety Ke no ore be pone 


with never ny money 2 their ne 1 ak «longtime of sneaking and 
lng tight et to tlt "who wa ale to gre Bor some 











Se says she so tl and thanks God far be lovely home and 


MR AND MRS, MARTIN KELME 

Me aod Mr Marin Kel a the Eman! Kel cae over 
earbin 180 Olen, Wotngtn, where they fare for se 
Yeu They came oo Maple Crk Suhatchowan, where they stay fr 
| ‘Soars and hence on Alberta They spent one mon he 
May’ st oe soming 0 the Hand Hs the seta of 310 





ch family tought hrs hor ad se cows fm thle bth 
‘now Willa Pal ond tale thom over t that homed 
ts cof Hand His Lael nv tn a he fr of la 








woe | TAS ei, a, ao aml he mera or 
i | Salar a th arn | 
“The olde ed of Mr, and Mr, Marin Ka Or, rendu 
tc tn Mr unt Mi ng hats ding ed he 
TSK°S fine hung ello one ening. 
Herve ie boing ba he corr were smmeoned 
ts Sams 


| The Marin Kel be sine eles, the oldest of which, Mrs 
oe ‘nae Spr spent lint em yearn Beran, Sh emenbrs ring 
(a'inc fom ber genders fart er to Bor ibe’ pla. Mr 

| Sper ely = nentoned nthe Spr ty 
‘Mala raed Gar Marin thy have se chien and lve bn 





sea 





‘Bertha marid Gut Bere t Bla hey have wo oye ae se 
snd sow fm at Daly. 








work | 
The CC maria Fr Kauss 2 niger ld, and they farmed in 

a the dines forsee ous kone sing Hanna where they ow 
ste ie 

iS yin marl Ant Sauter hey farmed ot mtny difrct Ieaiies | 
=~ | tefare finally buying « farm at Aide 

as: Hl ‘Sum mace Hertha Kass and Uy ave fur boys: Allan. Gen 
a Bryon and Pat len ad fig have bro pict layers Hanna's 

vey | Misr Hockey popu | 


05 


5 a’ 






















































































let Nine Reeth a they lve a Calgary afer forming 











Soph marie Albert Sith; they eve five chien ae te a 
Bane 

“The the bay Sam, Alber, and Find, were all ie basal 
ca ined a nih the Had Hi eth fs nes 
Tis hie cheacd any je sue Hand His Lake fae ane 
porting the i fe dances bs gs ples 

‘Me. Martin Keim dl fo 1920 and Ms. Ke lo 1936 





dye Ban and sy 














Rober an Bertha (Sci) Kat were bir of Geran pene 
a Barbi Tai "They grew 10 adlood and wee maid thee 
om Tansy 24, 1008 








1 they! were delighted when they 28m land. They found work ont 
‘Sate pana tl waged thre for ove la ll yous Tl ell 
‘Sil did of» "woplea dese we ey weve thee 








ascend ig mote Hom Saal Br fo New Yor, Ts foun Tok 








Pah; end the Bist harvest sean a 
son ofthe 131 








This fc jot tre ede an Gent aoe poor pst 
balling way createed Ta. A'hoe nt more ld 
Inn nd afew elk wns supplied some money for groceries, TRS wes 


te conse of five ded ares and some lease land. "They had fine 























Bera remembers debing sich out plowing Inthe spt 
tnd being tows Wy bigh when the plow bit somone ce 

In 1857 hey moved Calgary where Mr. Kast peed evay fn 
106" Man_Kaste ll des ter, "Ty ve font Sle Tog 
Hern Kel of Tans, Hk Shek af Cagayan of aloe ea 



































ie 


ioe 








JAMES PARR SLEETH 
James Slath,» nephew of George Back, came wo che diet In 
soi hd more oles ew opin the Cong Bish home 
Pures wat dale i He homes nthe Daleth 
schol nb beso ough to ae ot Bape 











drove the stge around he yer of 186 or 117, Archie MC 
het the coma for te sng ns bu ed Janes vr 





shi try tl abot in, When he was young fellow he wa 


sings yong geen rove tying ber ete He wash having 9 
Fe al pa mene mare clo Ineo oc eben 
ietel sn tk to becking, Appel the bone won om ha rund 




















fund Kil at eof he ays ae i spas ae 
ent the the 
He rw ver eae Voneuve. 





Ww. Mme 


He came ames in he wih ball of 27-2815 inte suber 
part af Dale ate anion. Henly stayed yer ot 
Ficus e midleg ry ditogud appaing an with «ch 











MR, SIBBICK AND DAVE. REEVES 


“ay came the Dalth dei inthe ty dye of Nomen 
ad ok sp hmestede side by ae Ty sme en the Brooks 
sh 2? va tarrscs onthe vex tere Me SDD es 

































































va REMEMBER 






aes 











caste 








sees 




















A. Paben 











t 
2 he 















































































































































PARR SCHOOL pisrRtct 


PIONEERS OF THE PARR DISTRICT 


setle anew land hick was seventy eighty lls fom a raion. 
Ai uber tad splashed be ced nan or Car,» oe 
fd ao ovptal Tews fost an endless pra wth als winding around 
Sug and though eos with no rg, Many meshed al 
nd thee implements fr farming. Tae early rancher al the the 
4 Boer to ely they wee Fie Bode a nny of tet 

















(George Goin wat the int to etal ranch on he Ball Pound 
‘Cock in 115" Hecate rnc om te Hard Hil to Bey Ck, 
‘ine In and built near «spring jst fl the Hand Hilly and exabihed 
Tan rin the ber of wht bse te Pr St i 














out are of Alber went bonkrupe thi and esame what i non 
the Spal Aran Apprsinly vey pe cena hear witha oe 
{ax ecomery lanl bat pat ofthe Pare School abet west af wcton 























Mart ents oath so son Tan loli fe re ll ne 
Neoeey land wih the etepton of tree ene gear ton. or 
Wines’ Hames end’ Powe humenead td pe-copton 


The drought wd deprenon of he 12 yt she Par se mot 
down the cre. ‘The we bal ane ming smarty. ret 
‘he thal with few easton ean lind eel fo Sh po 

retuned "Toiy, Hides fn ol elo pao on. eed 
‘fhe homesteaders diomt ae ih olf clare bare aoe be 
falda thee pecs ite of rage valu, ate organ Ra Beh 
‘2 apy deri ns poor "A Homers Bl Dream 











[A HOMESTEADERS BROKEN DREAM 


1 ong dhe 
Ai promis, a the yrs pd By 






































“That der be wold go 
Te bu he cane i 
Aone ro el 














Ita tre 

A doe of tat ei he 
Cantal on the eer 
‘He cringed clone and bea 











Ms ged wis fue tor 
Th aad du ie 
Had into ha et 

fed om tod he 
is 











‘Ram bese emey yo of ll 
Were bored on tat til 
Now tite yer ater 
Av sped ace ha las 
‘penne Hihey 36 
Tw hi yl gs 











‘Tha Toa poner | 
Tryon il so end look aro 

or et very coe 

Fo de ard lala 
Tot sroches seo Hs 


4a 











‘Tahar herdy bel fs 

‘Wh ths proviso 
ometed shack « ove of tes 
A beak th ae, 

fc its fr inde 

(Of tc ip he re the 





GEORGE BLACK was an adveniver who let Ilan 2 the 
words Alter werking bit way erm Cana jie the Klonde 
outro and pen four yar the Yao Ieghtng with og ts 





ha ser ht sorting to avis reports he mas Bey 
Gia mcr of at 


‘When be tured to Edmsnion be bites 
waning te ee one the nest il he tae beg 
Mars" Om tp est ofthe Hand Hil he mpd ot pig where 
Mew Ghandi acne of urtrvene Ind winches fom fen 
1S mony ml spat and Geng deed the sen aed ko warty 
{Othe present empate where e bait « hosse which his son Bod 
ame sod keg Baha Hall 











In ethan tre yar om thet 
she sring i rea the wl pe opces wa cht by te ea 
Tutor The lado oe Toit nd blll wat aed 
tounge Canes com ed quater wetnn To Core Black hse 
‘fos te be ackyrd gen po.HowctrGnrge scpted the 
suble ond homed tne lao earings camp ae whch 
Ws the norhyet goa of aon 36-20-18. He apple fr « pn 
Teton seve lon an dovalopd his ranch where the hastens 
‘rer lay wsame Thre ea ala open ose a the Gag Black 
de he stepped ll hit fontporch he was tespasing om someones 
fren po 


ce Back had ele 




















Me, Black bad comes with «In n Bapan fe soe tne, 
4: ME An Coke Aer he anc wat well abled 
tues were made rb to cone to Alleria They ere maida Shep 

radon of pen ons and hospi make 2 ame as 
Thor were he cen? Raber Cearge Willi Say and 
er Margret nb were wo reed Bok S90 and Mag 
‘alt ar Shak Wa a oh wa it a 
‘ode wi high quality Hereford ene and Percheron ores. 
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1910 Ms Blick let ster in Michigan, Mis, Anata rant 
in tbe thre cide, Jamey, Nias sn Hacc Aelin an 
Infant. Mac sluice ts the fly ier the 

o Juss Fos bow i ney fon Michigan make fe bese 











Mix Black now bad x ili, ll under nine yer af ge 0 be 
Fore egg ghrenge tegen ntaag tote 
| free ad no Tee ep wins day die Al toe ate fr wang 
‘erbbing an sok al o's cut om sen’ Cooking ing 
treskingpepsrng wha lanes fo the ler calf ad rng fo 
| {opal ey weld have some sufcen,But M Blac and Ene 
| ‘mam wees be ect Mis Blak hal wn led 
i 








the tas hee en moter ded when Nie Blak we tener 





opp eat seo and fod tame polly bat Geos Blk 
mage to tect is sk and pre he 





Alter the Fist World War ad & ew dey yer the gre f xe 





tei to 

maken tthe Hanna Homi here 

of George Black 

we end 
‘tefl cher of the Par dar 















tales pho 


eat een yar aa lang er home Jn Eland, Me. lack 
was Jet wit the ppm f opr “id pov 

amy. Mr, Black scree cae and remind oe 
Ae te ay wre gan raid eat fs ye an he | 
‘She pau any ins Deer hoa nt oe gt of ote a | 












The ol owe that Gerge Black bal way yar ago which wae 
Ms Bins bone for fityive yey sn at oon! BOC ome ts 
har a ecard dts hae nwt fe ae 





ob Blck i the oly docetant of the homesteads of the Per 
ew nan «reno he Bae 





AGNES MARGARET BLACK mared. ont Sullvan and hey bad 
hve chides Grog Petite and Rathen, nto all mane 
‘esp pri nh Jk Clr pecs ses Hanna 
fled ihe Hunaa Also Spain, Several jes apo Ford pel toay 
Hane an fae Ske a re es tees Tee 








WILLIAM SIDNEY BLACK opened the B.A, Serve a. Hone 
i toy aout teen yer ee nag he farm, He ped ane aly 

his hone tn Hae I arly Marc, 1968 Hi dnugher Jon, vet 
i * Drombeler Hs ap, Bly Une Calgary. Sif Tamed the, Henry 
i alte meses meng Hanne ” 














JAMES PARR SLEETH cme (om Ila abot the time his pat 
va ureyed, appr 180, sel de heme wih ul 
‘Geng Bacal he ws old oooh tke a homed the Hae 
ie eben we the note quater eto 22018, 
When the pst ole wat elibed at Archie MeRue’ rsdence 
ae suet quero etn 2-29-15 anda hoa ae uo the 
‘Guibert quire 229-18 wich woe Mason, McLnns homes 
Fines ness to do name fe bate In honor of amie the oe 
tice andthe hoa wee aed Pa 
Timmie Se als wie on the Bly Canpblrndh a Dery 
tend fhe Levun rach at Hanar pr a homenalog In IS be sal 
AS lind A Crane othe Cader Pins ist, ten 1 
{Ghent net tomes A pet he living ot all or ne 











‘Ae the plone rancher, Gage Gomi and Gearge Back cxne 
to se due. the st str to bring. thle amis bomen 
the Par asia se Mend x A] Camptell Mea he Don 
Mitac, Me and efor Wrgg foto Glan Ontar and Me and 
Mev Ef Cla tom Langlon Alo fom Glamis were Mle McLean 
td Fresh Brecicrk wi come in 1010, Son thaw fay homes 
‘tl thr young people brane the ere of al acl a un 
Miehanl wet bull and pow tien abled. 











MR, mi MRS, DUNCAN McRAE hata the nts gant 
of 3024 15 nthe Dancan Meo fai Bae were Aah, Nou, 
Mien Bale Wega, Mex: Mary Downs Foren nd Hliabeh called 
Basi 


ARCHIE. MERAE fren a: W A, Meas homed he wert 
half of 228-15" He war probasiy the best adm ely known of 
{i the Bomeseders fh Pa dist 

Amhie McRae and A. J Campbell wore the fet 19 are and 
loci Ind for poup of people frm Clams, Ontr, In 190, The 
fint put ofc wet Arche MsRues veease Acie held the it 
Ser or ong hn Par wa = on of tre ew 
tec yer ner be based malo Pr” Lane But, Burl Pascoe 
tnd Fain wih oneinFard ck Homan sorry athe Ti 
‘Shel our Ind prin the St tay eg ti 








His wf, Heln, was 2 ster of Mr. Joo Tuer, They had ewe 
hike, Eel td Ch Helen ped ny In TBD. 

Archie bight gran for she Allert Wheat Pool at Reale for 
sey meyers 

[NORMAN McRAE mal Baar Bok ofthe Hand lls They 
spore Hse ith four crn: Staley, Harvey, Ria nd Rody. Me 
























































Norman homestead the or hal of 2528-5. A fw yur ae 
te ano sted toes end’ c Hoon lay uaa ph Os eed 











Mei svelte Hand Hil Normen ted ie bowen 
[pcempon wo Mr. Whitaker fr‘ Inry and Ted barn er Crigniie 
MR and MBS. A.J. CAMPBELL ad foe he, Meron, Cry, 





fo eso sve tot te dic er ts pened fr honed 
We. aod Mix Campi om tect ative i chic and Se 
‘all wor chairman of the fist school board, Cora Campbell, one of the 
pops adn Par Sch, sth fn een Bom 8 sed 


“When Mr. Camel te 











wht Ole Askran's for on, eed 








Norman Mase die hori, Ne Camptell enc he ead 
‘Dold Sinatra mined to Dua‘ beled orgs the 
Ballo tem coun Thuy led ot Eodinng. ise ond Hanna et 





Test the Jers the lind wot notre ny woul mone 
he bamesead where they were sine eked By thd 
‘ting te Fir Wold War Merton Campi fan the Canadian 
Anny mbt he sre unl he ed th war 








e 
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MALCOLM MELEAN wat one of the tnt sce 0 homed 
i» what became te Pare dt, Malan sted om the cat all of 
atin 20:10 The Pur abel a bl on Malin Mae's me 
‘don one and oneal eal nd whi Maltin dont To 
Feeney 








boot o.yeut ster Malai anne roo Glamis, Ontra, is 

vir, NORMAN, ce the awe Norman bought acho ad 

Pur an mede bis home with Mats. They exe point Tamers, 

‘ery lit operators nit howehcper, ae in soe and he 
Asan bony Incr a pace 











wheat ewerres ore 
Be eects ce eerta re eo ag Me a 
fe een te ee ae a eat 
Turia aee 

RUNGE Me sah ALRED CLAM wo ty a 
SORT ea ase Rested he sot 




















evelopment of pew dtc. All was a good former ually producing 
community ali suniasindet ns 








Aer sling 0 Fed Dosing in 1919, Me and Meu Cask mr 
fori basins i Hp, butcher snes in Scapa, and exentoaly 
bevel ts Drwoso Gre ith Colaba we AK wise el 

tik ia paid 








That wn, Geral, doctor, Is very prominent pyc ving 
tn Php, Tor dooce’ Shite, Mee Garb Camptel eI 


USSIE MRAE menind FRANK BROCKLEBANK end iy bome 
Phyllis and Ronaie ee ee 





Frank was a pic i the Big 





a hing vt whee he 
He wat a pod armck endl eli 











my 1024 Frank and Mex, redebik Lt dhe Pate dit oy 
‘pun forthe Alor Pate Herr Caspay at Halladay, Row Ly 












































HARRY STRUBLE ho 











et, Nell, Fence and Har 









foe evel yrs and they th 


ra 





os 

































































JOHN IVERSON hams th sot 











sede Parr Sd ui he Fly moved 
eI 


"Their daughter, Hel 











CCaleuy where she fished er edston, On ays back the 
dsc aho war ecdeal hil te ralioad yoda Hanns 

TOM BYERS homsindl th sth bal of ston 1-28-15, T 
tv on i homesite then ie sew tobe dove on th 
Fe departed inthe spring o 115. Thus fr, Lbve or cormcted anyone 
wan bed rm Rauf Toe be a ond mtr vce 
iow 

THE PLOYART FAMILY ste soon 6-29-14. Me. Playa 
nas tratad ty apd dt romin one nA foe he 
Firth amiy "moved yun 1817 when Be eared 
wile, Jenny, moved 1 the Pesce River country and Prank and George 
rain operted the mine 

Aout 29, Tom Subs ve-opscd the simi nthe Py 
‘cold an ved te fly to toe Parr dave Here Loube, Toh 
se Raby ad Rishon tend the Pv Seal Dow he ota 

TAN MEKENZIE resid on the wet hal f ston 2.28-14 whi 
vw hs meted He seve apres in the Bae War Wer, rerio 
oper tony xl ie an ally mowing to Betsh Calabi 

MMR and MBS, BIRD HOWE. cane tm Mian 0 he Par 
‘Tat they moved the High River diet wih ter ony of to 
toy Tim and Chany, whew Mi Howe and te boys sl rede 
Tm tended Per Scho 

[OSCAR HOW, « brther of isl Hows ad Ore wile stad 
on dhe sat half of an 32.814 Afr 4m yea ty moved ck 
icin 






































Anois as, JOHN HOWE, his ma a we ste, Mat 
‘er cvered yeas Marguuse and Mua atnded Parr whe there Lae, 
fhe Tour reamed to Midian: Jn mara sn then rome oh 
Pe dive 








(CLYDE MOORE tomesaded she wet ball of secon 90284 
iets he ut nile edd fr several years Besle, Heme, Fler 
Te Mery Ant Sle, weed th Pee Soha 

In the aly 192 the fay navel Hanns, where Gide More 
bowht gino several ure He operated the Nana the Bs leat 
Tee Le enn, Late te only vedo High Re 


“THe FIRST AUTOMOBILES 
Bil Sibi and Dave Haven ho were pres nome, 
and aig hse te NV See 352548 In HS ty bought 
















































































the fst utomolile tthe Per dist, which was » Model T Ford 
Ter, 1518 Bal Ssh scien Mal T ing ex, 117 made 

A lak ou the ol ew hy a ic 11 
roel a fong ote co ofall cath overage eatin 
Tipt te yi sed sn outs Wien the foe ae aan ese 
Ailpdatel the" we top et tomo and he cee mers ah 
‘Ope Ate Fines Tin Lier sod Paomone Spl sa many ther 

















By helt 12, may all hess ofthe Pedi ona 
sear il ge kaipton Meno hala fw sl Cone tod ld 
tht cream the eamey fn! pron ofthe cam Cheges 1 bay 
(gas pert te uy und anew inte pat ote, "The hone pall 
Bebo. tte ik ws pal the ea” 

In the 100 wih draught und deprend pre te maar were 
pellet of many the ea ar hey rebut nt Beet Bogs 
Ti mes alg sham 

















"TIE, FIRST THRESHING MACHINES 
Acie Me, Frank Brean, Ole Asin and Joba Ten 
load apap buy the Be sears heigl te Pat 
(dnt. "they wee Ewe fe “The Big Fra 
in 1016 Jabn freon bought the Cadre bot? sam oui 
Frank and Ole an she Big our ut wie Jobn uae Tae 
{Gators ott hich wat artnet stoke wrk oh 








The O15 and 1016 cope wate heavy with log sat 0 the to 
ni bad ong ran, Te BIT ISIE 09 ce wer short do 
drought ond the ol Camere uit wat never polled ba a 107, 

Tn 1500 Bid Home aod Fe Hayes bong in gine tractor 
and thing cnt A few youre User Aled Whe ad i Daly 
Fue gs ute end the etm tein ons wee onthe wa} 
Ducts ere very fe ol than operting this pte the Sunny 

HARRY O'BRIEN came from Nor Dakoto wth she EJ Cat 
ily aid. homestead te cst all ak 42018 Hebi Noman 
Male wis our owe plow tlw sce pre sl 1010, Miler 
{Gat roast oun ad Kreyol Ole Aalto, who es 
Nomen: owen, Nomar court speak Noregin and the oxen 
Shown ida wrdestnd Blah To gt al om the be Cie 
E'S mol somwtine drag the plow and. Nerban ints seg 
ior denne te pent ay eee bea 

CCmadeabe changes in lamiog metals have sec ow the 
Hany O'Ben bomen sne 11D ser Noman el eae 
al wih four oxen, Tatay © youn fell fhe Huet Colony 
































nt 
st 


elves she same Ind wth for omofat extant fie mes 
he seed pe Bor 





Harry and hie wile sent the summer of 115 on the omen 
The a | ead it ales ws Sot Home, Onaga 


OLE AAKRANN fumes he south hall of 10-2918, Ole was 








tpn pn he de He amg fm Norway and at 
it been te Pde en nt 
TA] Campbell Ole wns «pier ie tnt eum thrching ut 
ti He dred its he sm egie ul 1868 when e ape 





{uly gas euit wih Roy Exo ss exgoee. He ball te Par 
Soto ani Hand ile Lake Scan 








seth re many vers sto hat happen Some Bre te 
‘Bip ‘weve Noman Mea Vee cern te sip 
eon nate bee eer far Tes Ole again” Ole wat wll hed, 
Fang pont many isont n the Han ae 








DAN FOWLER tenes she aon half of 1.2015. Iy 1916 
he srl May Nel wn as te the st Pare Soa She was 
teoy ace nthe comniy lsh pated nay the mesa 

Dan and hi bathe, Hog apd P]—Pet, came from King, 
COnure: Hugh Homstedet se be ll Pound a and made i bone 
it Dan for wera yeas blr returning to Orta 














The famly ocd Satine ice ae bn Ons and Da 
Sought sm Alera Thor wero to. eer thls pat of 
Kita at tat tie t2-Don roupt nwame Thorup The Bt 
Wn Hie brown sion naman ey, mh proved oe to 
Tai forthe lool porte Anoier hore “Too Bi’, aed ft of 
Frits. Dan imped wo mere good ‘Hhoroughbedé an heh moved 


























ine Aller, Shaheen, tebe psd ewe 1S 

‘Wale Me. aed Ms, Fowler cd inthe Parr sti, John Sia 
resided wih than fr ene He Sckeyed Dan's ae hors fr few 
Fens wile bume toa Hey. The on do a be we ving 


PJ POWLER, known as Pete, wat among the thet homens 












In te Para tod sted on he mth Hall of 2598-14 Bete wat 
th renter al at waging om vr ican nd ee 
‘hed ts al por and igure sins mach ae ple dance tne 





(Set pabeags Pee cold ring ie tow ded’ ay wih Rr 
Sil pol iano 

if 
We wn he oti ster rte 
‘tl he moved nk to King, Onan, 


























1. CLARK One of the 
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fin he Unie Ses Nowy awa» mei fhe Mane Band 
Matte tne Hate ka i ft ao crowning aoe 





WILLIAM PETT MILLER teed the sth bs of secon 
28.2815. The Mller amy ned fm Hanson bo spe the sa 
tmonhe on the homestead Mr Miler haben ployed. by he 

Compa. The so Willan, wat aden ne he Brug Bis 
fay the Ramee for halo 1141 wen tee 








Te the fal of 1914 Mi, Mere Howard Andon and me 10 
plowing alert Gt tke of Ho 
foe bce find the whe tao 











While we were working there the nights were wry cold. Wo ale 
Ina ent wth sone am ind he het oor wagons rene Ne 
Mler'had never but ase, Boe the sowlng wer Bede 
A os cited Sid te tee br ed eas et eee Te 
[ond var fron and he happy expression on Hoar face tee 
wre be thee the woe el the fos, We dg hares 
tual the sym, lode ur quien and each healed ie owe way 
Howard ead Tor Lane Be tT ted tthe Hand Hil 

T neet dive past the Mller homes withont loking down the 
Mir tole tnd inking o! Hovacd Andon andthe Miler my. 
‘They woe al line pe 


ork pwn en) cme om North Dao Ye brea dhe hes 









































Me, ad Mex Gein wore elderly pop a. Wil 
wl Theres eye gto 

fei populec wh te older rele Me Gili Eade cpt 
Sires ue or et reed when they cue ote mend, 














Sse of Wangon tb mars mul daughter who ed Taco 
They coved wih Mew ack Tor seven yer Tl dau, 
Miro Chas Hepworth and and ld to Me Black 











DMR. G. BANNICK homes on then 
tn 19 a the age ol sveny four, Te came fom Hance and it 








The fist yer belived in a dagnt om the south sie of 
using he winter he sm dic 90 dp over toe dgct tat be but 
vd he th yn, When he acted wie be wold 
































































































al the hoe be care oo palo water fom «slog dg shallow 
pd ma the et and wale ith see tata ego hd aed 
inh ie ch we ye sid ewe 
Tor the ral -The st yest he ui leno wpe he 
tou whee he hep chan. 

















The wall of the ld mud oe std for nel fy pers. My 
aulerabed te la ner dew this ing of 168, Homa the 
dag and the ros be ce ms monument urd someone 
Beals ross tay and cults he at bea od Then the 
[ALFRED WHITE cane wos ro Tlhonburg, Onan. He worked 
asc topnhund fp Manian ood Seater ale enbesack 
bers He worked forthe Lincs Lab Company at High 

Ror and st Rsk’ Mowntln Howse and Sane Wal out 


























Aled wa a © taper an spent de winter of 19121018 ea 
fog woe in the Woscrng Hilt sth of Dumb, what e 
‘Site's Boy fn the eal rancor He sabia» ap tin 
TSI "Te pw the a of pong espe, Prom tht, be 
Irma hi ated the athe gear a 35.288 andthe ne 
Nt quater of 320-15 sol den om brn amor a 18, 














THE. PARR POST OFFICE 


ig Post Of untl spo fice was erable at Archie 
Mature resleoce It was son moved to fn ens rede At 














The pet lice revel one fm Jems Pe Seta ephe 
cf Glog Beck, ho wos bog with his we, Hi wes base Pa 
ents vse fo am ems to remember, bat the 
fet lice war one Paty Pt Seth, 














Arche MeRue bel she fist contact fr bling the mall fom 
Dowty wiht tom of bane ot democrat ip samme and hone 
‘se sigh cr umper tn wer, We eed the sage bcs Be 
thee ui One wis that during &bitzand Acie opped at bachelors 
‘Rack to tind tor rom the soem‘ Wie there na the wath 
tr mag boo fo malig the cite nd ed tbr 
Tacs. ontop ofthe soe without bento 
Fhe recepng ip Wil the ine burs ted meping te Der 





























There were merous balsa howe days and most of them 
eomated for any” disrepair in tele hosdwplng. The doors were 
ever lcd ond the wale werefen adored wh Sach Worse: 





"You ae won the Cece bn May 
Bot wa the diborane pe ce ay 


‘This meant, # you food acbdy bo, el 





Archie smtins hired someone to deve dhe sage, Haran Can 
roe forte and Tle Cordon Cruskahan ove Then 











ther was 0 change ond the sal ame out om Flinoa to Par, Lone 
Bute wn Burka ening t Hanns by way of Pere, This 
fowo-doy ip wth urs sa dang the wer of 105-1016, fm 





Seah wu the dre 





Tora ey pat, Gade MCallough tok over he sage and mall 
with 2 Mel 1 Ford when heel pete. Cea ws 8 er 
Tiecne‘end cou he w Motel T oer the pine secure 
foe ctor boli bunch of wd range bomex Aerie 
Would be war es car ce the aH they appre bon 
{kop Grote would wag the Lee own wi aks de mound 
Thence thers and be gone with che wid. 

















Eventually we agin «mail oe fom Hanna to Pare and back 
to Hanon tn 06. The pst ee wat cd tthe Ie ely 


‘THE PARR SCHOOL. NUMBER 2829 


‘go, the Pat Scoel Dissiet compel. block of Ind. our mies orth 





fie cobect querer sf eaten 22005. The coe and neal Soe 
(Sand fete lon war dante by Malr MeLean 





“The fst seo! bord aed included Hany Stable A. J, Cambell 
nl Archie Mtoe at retary Oe Aakeas ven te 
ing th sch 8 


Mix Kati Thompioa mat the fit tacher. Cat, Dances and 
Dongle Campbell, Majie Ply Bele Mean, od) Gaston, Mle 
Chik Reg Mesling, and akan and Sheldon Crsahank wes 
Miss Thon 














Io to you fm the ne ce fine Homers weed, Pare ba 
deve ommanity mith a shal spot ce aad mse 
Toute "The ain! Soon Ieee communi ene fr cu see 
‘Solgar da, OFA: mac a gms, concer and ples 
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‘The cbuch hasbeen movi hy Dan Sapper wo ton near 
tis hop te be wed rare. Thaw ae fur Tonely vt 
‘Shack Band Maz. Dan Derg, joao ot of MY, and 
He Jak Spt mad Laser Ran, Ca ind Duro Res baby 








Th eles the pening of the Parr School the young. le 
tho seighbriod ll' dann te chal Norman’ Media ve & 
tee ohare or meade aight wp iio the Hae ile tke 
SRE Hse wo the dance, She mur tbe taco of the Hand 
Tite Sa un wae Howling ho Berain Ranch 











Thee was 20 tall anno ents 10 Norman became st Afe 
dein aro foe sme th fly eet soe paling 46d 
SOSH coat Gran Yer’ homes ean going ate an tere 
sei thane of finding te ends Rene Grant Yoder vei 
Tit ot wombs and be mould go ar oes wight South 
ti he ner enough eid ie schol Norma ied ep sme =a 
(Wh op hs dren ard beaded uh 





Aer some ne the om topped. At ht on the pce wih doe 
swoon the pnd and to my erring ks about the a 

tage a sa hil ora hoe In he road Norman coat othe 
TEM ome every rnk Ga deop cole, Norman raed 
EPiap alow th arden athe om pang over and al 1 the 
‘Beam wih Norman, robes ood lane pel agaist the font of the 














‘ee bog sock ed nding tbe out ll in ane wl end 
tur done th bet ting we ta fd pace to sto of the re 
OE ating te bands far ome den he fond sot whe be 
Behm sa deg sts Hower, he wa tat aan uit he ae 
Ras hh was Mr. Slope’: Here he coined te soion numbers 
Sie itd ta cloned tegration fe hk 


Norsan arived at tho dance shortly afer init witout 
purges Ar thee wet oly ne les proent Noma el he 
Fig eh bandberhet Ul ound Bm taking the place of « 
TRY ie tars danoss Mas" pohaly never kes! what she 
eed te Par Sek! wa ify oped she sea nee 























TEACHERS OF THE PARR SCHOOL 


Katie Thempon lla Mo 
(hare Comes Dave Va 

Mx Ciel Mary one 
Ms Loe Brea Demand 
Gate Bali alee Adis 
Jenn Oen mam 





zy 




























































































Mision Thompee arget La 
Murdo MeLsod Mie Kathleen Shanon 
lis Hansen Dery Cae 

Mi Aten 

Aisi Caron Erle Distr 

Me Metals Min’ Win 

wren Mallon Meck McCar 


Dovsts Meth 

MR, and MRS, DAVE RUST wore members of plone fomice 
Dave wis th sn of Me sod Me Sam Ran homed of the Hard 
File Hela pens Mr and Mr Bhctaold Sewer, bomeseadel 
In the Coen Ed. 


Dave and Hiden Rost set op boushping on the Harry OP 











Dave and ht tober, Gn opernind eshing out te det 
‘nal the combines po te Hcy ise omer Dave peated 
‘Hilly am eh ne hi ole te 








by, she daaghter, mand Ell Sipert and they farmed the 
lanl tems so the He Coley Then they moved ot 
MR and MRS. ALEX JOHNSON came Jo the Per itt to 
farm the Dneag.Matiae homestead, he Joe Wragg. homes ae 
‘heledn enon hots for wel yer Then they Bot Male 
td Norman MeLen Ind and moved the Matin Nansen 














Alex and Mary ohne Bath frm pioneer fei at Alex 
Inn shal inh, stot nan 
iia souh of Hanna, nn 8 Goll 











Alexis tye of the Bary Crk Shot Dion, + member of 
‘he Aishory Cami to the Spec Arar Bord Ye he 
free large arena a edeo annua, His olen mmansng takes iy 
{o'shows und gpmkaom held at Tiny Coronation Byosour Hed 
Hl and many ether sonst he Bg Coy 








Alec nd Mary ave four chien: Lame, Maing, Mslene ee 
Mgt sti Sea on ooo 


cy 








symbenas os ate Mave and len. Marlene ands Henna High Schoo 
heen attnds Homes Cul Sot. Mine, Mr. Ber Pech, 
an son mad Gg dress tm Hanna 

JAMES IAZLETT bought hi fay foo tnd the ait 
shout 151, MH wan «ice of Googe Blak The Hales 
Thelen the Ar Campel homsstad and the Henry Glin homered 
Thom Eyes Marie sed Gre wer hi our cen. Ton and 
‘ded schol Pere 





Tat, he fanily oe ofan nse Michi whore in Het 
Tot hi ie iw rontoay set wen be founder # 

CCLARENCR and MILLIE SHANDERA bid in she Hand 
Hae nol at Shera belive cong othe Hey’ Gril homes 
Face tnoger, Alle, edad Poe Shot and) Hemet Cole 
‘Shoot Me and ‘Mir’ Shanr, ith tbo 2am Jas, now Teo 
Graig Mlie eel Por Shot 

Te the seng of 1914, MR. nd ERS. DONALD SINCLAIR with 
‘he young tn Coons mane the Pat i 1 fm he A 
CCepbel Nsrs. hy tid nn de scale of the neigh 

nd pre tet ory hopale nhs, Ae sever yas thy 
(ioe a Tarm'n sos distance wut of Hanon whew they sl 
Ee 


‘The GEORGE FISCHER family moved t thy A.J, Camel a 
whe they eve nth sr Ed tnd Nl tended ihe Pr Shel 

eo Mis Bl Bll, ls he eye es the your people 
ped when Tel Dating roe aera of ors on democal 

id ing Lister pickup ibe Foch gs rete a party ark 
‘Mey Suey shnrooe Era semi te young prope had os a 
‘Sigel teste at they do tomy louie they al nfs ca 
far een sgt ana cert at that time, 











cn ometines Hepa the Acle Mae hoe and remeber 
Me and Mtoe woof he Beet pole she rt ms 


Martha Pher was born on the A.J Crp fo, 


Aer the Faber fly moved tp Hanna, ED SCHULZ, who mis 
a tude el o te far or een yun, Susteding Ed Sel wor 
‘TED DOERING, TED LAMBERT snd RUDOLPH DOFRING who 
tech orm ter or tm of yur 


tthe sing of 186, MRL and MRS. HERMAN ROH wth, thir 
seall or Pr fm ie Cap fam wee they dete ome 
wl hearing a TES, Henan ame tthe dat Wom Plcher Greek 
Ath Ms Robe ye armey Day Mes rom he Hand Ti 
hele dhe Jone mes boro whe ty lv at Pat Ped ended 
the Par Sta 


































































Dan Skepert have the A. J Campbll Sam ae hat famed 





When Mean Mix Archie MeRae moved to Hana, MR, sit 
Mas) HARRY TATTEM mowed to Ar fe for aera far Then 
‘he Tuts departed Manisha andthe BOB DOUGLAS fly om 
Ue Bute veld thre ecto Yar bone teturingt Lome Bat 





MRL and MRS, RUDOLPH DOERING imoed from the A. 
Campi place Yo de J Clank bie, Kn Ue pig of 58, Mi. 
owing pad say tnd fe Rods with «fami of gh che 
‘Theat dor eign stended the Par Ste. "hoy ori, El 
Rend, Aliph, Wale and Berote, Rady wes frst lind ¢ 
ame fo sh 0 hay tA and la ap hoa and made «re 
Ft inher en the or younger dace 





In addon 0 fring the Ind Rod oprsa# whinge 





The Dan, Dowing family ved oul the Pare School dct bat 
mero tha chien atc schol st Per. "y were a, Hil 
Eick be etna schoo at Bar yore Ed snd Elie Dering rom 
the Prd Dosing fy Anni, Cares Born Irom te hogast 
Schmid a card and Evelyn Case om the Dad Gace fy 
fd Stanley Har Ein and Maroc Gat Bohn Caste uly 
sso aan Par bit Hry todo Nel, Frank Chapa ond 
ited Molding 








THE BERNARD WEILLER family rensd fom Sam. Rist the 
ny O'Been hemread, th vate halo btn 45-18 which Sah 
at had avg om Jo Weng 1915: 





Berard Weller ad mtd ea the Hoton store ard pet 
eftiae Cop fares doe rei dst and snore, wl 
Eippes ae tiny. sora foc into mone. Me sad Moc Weller 
teal in the dre rbot he yor Thr on, Betoun, aed Pare 








‘The JOHN RADIES famly lod for few your oh te lad 
‘ern Weiler bad acta. Then thy moved” the FJ. Powter 
Thanos ie oth hl of ection 25-9818 


“Thace wer nin didn the Rai fmyAlbrEns Ees 
Lina ne, Onn Arthur Lily aod oe All bet Albert and Ema 





Whco Me. Reds pad avay the fay move to farm sth 
‘of Reise whet famed st Lane Bt Afr several yas 























Arthur was though the Koren War. 1953 nen he came bat 
Hts fa ley wed vi he ba some ete evo 
‘Anne, Ms von Elana; Hes Inthe sown of Hanns and bat & 


IMR. sod MS, OTTO PEAIL sted cn bi lan the mer al 
‘etn 28-14, Thy were ene loner fame of the Hand 
fie tl was try Re Mt hy ave te dah 
Mil, Ms, Mevger liver near Crm Vereen, Me Feho, es To 
the Scapa dit ad Sly, Mim Aled Bek vest Fort Maced 
[Me and Mr lah mowed to Hanna aed Simon Kel and bis wl 
nda aed here serra Yor lore moving to Bob Dan Sper 
row owes th end 
homes apd then moved to he Che More besten which es 
{he west hall a cto 1-28-14. The meet eden Alber, Don 
En, vin und Ty wh tended Per Schoo 
ft compen leer whe rote nore land sod 

















son, Dan ered on the home pce He and his wife, Jos now hve 
Thoms ranch ete they rake cle ant gral, old gyitans snd 
The Dan Boetcher cidren are Davg, Karen and 








tnd Redlph fier Mr. Scppertpased sway Ni. Sreppert and Radolph 
‘ted flanon ad Dn eed the a 











erate mone sock anda arm. They have goad aly cle 
1 mode eqipmont ard upto-date woke Flown tnd he we 
‘scnge work nth Dan and Cir . 

MR. and MRS, BILLY HOWATT, wth two salle, mone 
thece years Me apd Ms. Howat ere very cna eighbors They wee 
mer honestdes rr the Bll Pood Fat sth of lon 











Bly rtm to Hanna 196210 ai eb 
IMR, to MRS, FRED KELM were the I ie n Ole Ants 
Instead "Thar wo Slr, Cage and Vio ened. the. Pat 

























































































is suction ba «fami, Me od Kel now ele in Hanna 
‘ore dt eplyed wh the Slam take Sicl Divison, 

{in 1921 GUS sod DOROTHY RUST came so the Alex Mle 
thome, Here they red ne two eileen, Ernest and Margaret 





Mean Mis Gos Rat ae acualy panes ot Co wa «sal boy 
when his pres homeseded inthe Hd Fl and Does parent 
Mirando Joke Ens mee bowestaders in he Fron tr 
{Gos and Dey hae vid ewan of waste fepty end 
the gud ego pay 

Margret Rost mari All Gubact fn 1958 ood they reside 
tn chiar "They Ive shi elas hse ame ae Davee, Dane 
ted Ger 











rest les on ajinng frm which he pce fom Herbert 
ten ured te fasner Are Garda of Roe Lyn diet 
ir ot Mr an rio, grin terme 
rnc opertr ner er in a eft manner 
Mf nl MRS, RUDOLPH GUTSCHE with thet Boys, Herbert 
tnd "hue farmed the Don Fowler hamstnd ele moving Os 
Ap Sc di erbertatended Per Sa. 











hey wore at dasows lami. Me, and Mis. Guche ar now 
seit nie tn Calgary. Herbst tthe lve on abe far 
ibe Ending dat where Hy operte wih she Inet equten and 

‘When MR. and MRS. AUGUST GUZE came 0 Par ty thet 
on the Frank Bllstusk tensed fo sever youre "Thel cen 
nik nd Aber an Ee send Por Seal 

IMB. and MIS, DAN ISAAC rll foro shot tie on the Clyde 
Moore hat They bad tre Gln: Dan Hata ae John who 
sede Par 

"Thee pope came fm Earp coves, They were valabe 
himor whe ge thy tndnddetnce Drought reduced. pees of 
{RES a ing Io tet war ately for using Fra any 
oem ite 














Ata sle of Schl La tld in anna io November 917, BML 
COLSON tought the north fle seston 1/2918 Fd Apc bog 
‘heh bal of the ame sei, 

El ered # yer inthe ary ethene the Par ret 


wire tamed br thirg pers Hwa an lt peratar and 
iy oe 

Ena pold to HERBERT RAUGUST. Hest sd hit we famed 
in te dre far srl yout de moving tt Del St wth 
ther young my 





bay 


te 








Ler MR, ae MRS, BERT WEICH rene Herbert Rau ae 
rot te fo a ew yar "Tey spon bear opr tthe 
of the community andthe fay ave ese 
dy en at th aati 

le thoy red here 
"de dren who ren 
af the aly. 
Mt rd MRS, FLOYD ALSPACH with tl tne citon Dai 
Noonan ad Be fhe Pay ac te allo 19. yd 
Aooch war beter of Gane Alspach had sen the sth 
th of cee 1225 15° A neo hoa land in Hang in Novo 
TB1t Hoyd Asch tong the sth hal of tn 1-29-15, which wat 
te fal hors fr oe nat went years 

Met Ms Al 
pe oper 

‘Das Noman and Beiy aided Patt Sel 
Shot Divi help the Co-op sr lana 
Aspchs Teo here he i wife Tr, and youngest dauper Wendy, 

To the arog of 1098 Me ad Mr. Alpch bell an auton se 
soa reamed tht ore tthe Site Neem fared the and 

hen ies ad to Ed Bn, and ew, Palin, 















Pur Sobol They 
Delma ee 

































thes ie at Pare and 
ite ema he dean 




















wz sn lh Came Tom Bn, Be Re 
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se bath member of pincer fins parents omen four 
fe suf Hames ont Bal Pound Grek and hanes peres 
eM, Jon all omesteded or mes wh of Hn 

A and Pauline Exon have two daughter: Barbra, Mr. Glen 

Sartson end Deann, Min Lawronr May both tend the 








‘Norma sl aur Ala have 
Browse, Nem, i Dae Qt 
a ncndod Po Scoot. Wey 


daughters Pasi, Mr, Gordan 
bans Mr Been Bal who 
nde the Home. Cooe Soa. 





Elan make hat mre sh 
the Par diet Meter met Hr people than The 
Ta, Ed Fstluon sll the Tad to Lie Jae, so of Me 
ex fsa, who ve 08 dig end 

When JAMES FRANCIS trough hk wre fay wo tw Pat 
sutton the oe the Cong Blase rnc 19 he work 
Sethe eas for te egies intl MBI He then td the Henry 
ain oon song he Black bom wh the two op Jl 
fou Nid say wih him postin Mi Black cote 
Fibre ‘Amaie whose ram Seed lnghy for sucht onal by 
tne ere son shred Ito Tay o Mill 

(On thelr way to Se, Jin and Nick France would stop at the 

ick are for Bab ‘On ie way bene tn ald sop 
om and rid th il a Me Blick Yok ce of thee washing ae 
mending 


je of Pa In 





























Tin Fran evenully towed 4 feo the old Hore Track ese 
tod heer Cagury hve Tn and Nick sles Milla Nw Clarene 
Sado, odes Cipnyle 

IMR, and MRS. JOE LUNDY horstadd the crt tll of son 
15281 In HUN tiny mowed the Prak Brak homered 














Wien Joe Landy wat young man he nt his Rome in Ona 
oj he Kine 1d rsh 18, Ta vl te net oatry 
Ilr Googe Bac and tele jer ater they ct opin when Jo 
Tedy homertaded hall on old sjoling Gere Bh Tse 
fist fe Hand Hil, Ty coelded twas aa wor 

Mand Mr. Landy lived inthe ditt twenty yer, There were 
gb chiles Tne Sui Wale, josef Dowty, Midd 
Sin The lly were psy ace td lcd ck the 
SEI he commun: They were good meh, the wolone mat 
i alwys out and the lich alg Hong ove he done 

1h tew yea ae the family moved Hann, ML 
vay, te lier met the Sly er nd Soon 














iy pase 





“0 





_ 
ts 


ta 
7 
rf 





‘The DAN MARTIN fomy. moved rn the Hand TS 00 he 
Jake econ homatend Sir of hep cilden atid schol a 
They ote Maria, Oss, Rete Ota Ee ol El 





Berth Ms, Oto Pil led i he Pare ae fora ie tne 
Alsat Ted nthe Bad Haion homestand inthe Normale tic 
‘Meche mvel yy he mane oe Tou borstnd. eo 
‘he ounget mena ft land ston shot Pure. 





The JOHN MARTIN fnily moe to Norman MeRa's homed 
-thce mes ellen we mee Willi, Tile Er, El Ean od 
Fu Te fe gl ted Sl Par 

Mead Mis: Marin wee ings fom Eerpe, Thy aukly 
dap themes tour Cosme and ed foly 10 De 
Ctadane 





‘Aer Noman Mle inde i omen sod prep ME 
‘hitcer for theft sod Ihery Bao in rage, W. P Glen of 
The Nomandale ditt img te land: tben eld it Jobo Mtn 
‘ho art ur the Tat Recovery Ac 


DMR and MRS. FRED DOWNS cane tthe Par dtl few 
war hr the hmeseedere They sed the Duncan Mane Rose 
cd Selma tc Jor Wragy homed. ‘Thte wre seven ire 
FEEL elds Margret, Myre, Laon, Bob'and Ber The older 
chile senda the Pare Sel 


Ma. Dowes es formeriy Mary MeRue Her parents Mi ond Ms 
Mati cyetoued tlie ne Pas for sever ers. Min MeRae 
ard he Por Scheel toches When Be Mae pase wy. te 
ety mond wo afr neue Cogn and Mr eRe moved 
ins te two Clg. 

IMR. aod MRS. FRED MARTIN moved the Dencan Mette 
await thir tee caer, Joy Ala snd Aled A thee 
Nenad he Par Soa. 





Me end Me. Main wore warmbenrid sgh ‘They moved fom 
Part he Loe Bute ds snd ats farm eres af Hanna 
try om Jb des pset nd Me Marin have ei 
ie Brn Colbie 


IMR, end MRS. GEORGE BROCKLEBANK Inesaded the Toe 
Bye pocemtin the nora guaer of ston 1-215 In 180 
Clee ape he Poyrtcol ine thot fall and wor and Ms, 
Srccirk ugh he ur Seo! fora foe ter Shes taught Se 


1m 1991 Goong trod the bultings o the amend foro ta 
cf pn a wags and hance He faded the qtr son of ld Fo 































































it floes sod moved the aon dni. They evenly moved 





Pol Borla rae ae sre of the Parr dr 


When the Barley family lived on the Dave Use omen, 
Actar Bomley empl t Bes is Spal oy foe hermes 
‘ter geting bn hitched a waginyte hoe sie fc ler oc 
‘ofthe mag tinge spp drat sn, Hed os oe 
‘he eagan apd let it eting ut de ola wbich he lt oe 
[agi i eld him er ler bt he 
‘ital segue tir Were Rex's bel boy ho pes sitio 
‘come stra prfomer swept ride the Ie fr pacts He 
tthe St grand bt ng tore ll heme Sr ae 
‘tapi wil te heme onthe winning sd Avordiag eo Pra sry, 
n't lat round the boy as ws to igh the Spins debated 
Locke down, Pool aie seal who by bee seal ay by ot 
(Gey orate In ae race, When Da Bower bog ce res 
{Ete Par dice aul wore (nthe Bebo home ally, en wold 
‘all ors bunt fie de othe Den Ser le forthe prog 
Ul iting the vce hore ed tlpng wih he procing 














stealer: the Da Schl Das Nov 200 ante many god Ee 
Std ieghtor who ve come’ and fo, inthe pan Bly fre yea 
ne Tn dele the Hand Hilo a towrorel’ pont bevel 
{hat many of the deere spc canner On fom toa 
fd dey all deserve spect mtn, 








so comple the sums ofthe ce td pl of te Par See 


1 have omit any names that sould have Bon ind T 
spolagie wes ot canara Yves sopnined wit all but ova 
te thiy-res tr who de foe Wack of land font 
tes Ine mls tat some the Par Sched Dsle. Today thee 
te ight homes nthe sre es The Hand Hl Caley om ows 
four setons of land win Go bovay he orignal Pre Sl 

























































































CHAPTER Xt 

“The flowing account of the Hand He Lake Sebo! dics were 
heed yall i the lp of mp le and many feds 8 
Though Tay mot bv bon pie, 1 bare Pari 

{HIE HAND HILLS LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

The Hid Hl Lake Spal Diswict 228 wa armed in Speer, 
ota The ene tsee ww Cee Bena tod treasurer was Hany 

"They Horned ee han dlrs fr baling nda 
‘ig the aol end Sawin of Cregye war gente one 

Jy 3, 10, Mis ti Wd bad ft want he 
scl, Mego ad eine evn aed tthe we ee lel 
tg had been tn Scholl ttre, The Tallowing et of the re 
ec dl at ele one mete 90 ot 
‘Shel betge, Varn and Roy Shuts Hib Chon Mine and Fred 
‘Besndln Sopa, Oi, Jo and Cre Stepper: Ble Neabsuer, Raber 
i fe Hse; Chl tad Doel Fcchoey Enna, lend Alber 
Pahl" One month er Dovglat a Duncen Campbll so tended 
{ft Sd a opi Non ih el hn Bs we 
‘tcl oa Maya 512 when Me J Barna Marisol Ceigye 
ecg for sx mths antl the eg of Never when hol gin 
IE Gouns teaching twomycght seen which ier to hive 
& tone 


























Mow of the teacestght tlt sven grader od some cer 

re Seen Rogers man ust very yf teat meat, 
We'he pats then one eta Alert Sha wat grade tele 
de 





Tn the 1880 wasn went down $9 mute ler, Mls Helen 
eal way pal the sr of ended an ty lar or ber Jr's 
‘vies e815 She was recede payer dalla for ron a 

‘ord perm sae bad tay dle por oh syne 
Mtr Soucy onesie eed cebu: Only oor ot the Teal 
‘Ziti bound wo lar oe that tho Bee four previ teachers 
Soe being pl lf rue making fen o pay Mie Read 
pit dae: These debt pled op, bred Ble remapped 
tc many thers enn to eo isk. hey cold taf 























Lake Sabot Divison wa omed in 196 inorper! 


The fllavng «tof the techs ae thr yeas aching 
‘he Hand ile Lake So Dist 28 

Mis fe Woods 

Mey Bars Aor 





(may 




























































































































den ld ere Lt 
Battle Hanne, Vicor Keg pce and move he shen balding 
{olism what ted wr epi shop 











1 pit of atte for he community 
ner the yeah Chis couet wat alma the ipl wi 
{Sie pact hy in sme nd ay ale ee 




























tee the pram, The te H 
ccrtng he ol ard tc puting op the er, building te 
ithing tunes neler whan Daring the 1306 a 
‘hn! fads pla for = snge a sass oat ow fet 
‘Rove the or 'A Sex pcos sly fl alt ie sure ofthe 
Sve prgam Tic "Sve was le te sags the eat at 
creak the play he hays changed cates + smal ay 
fete dose the mow the ped hl angel cst tied 
whi al wire, chewcoth, led. paper and moclage 
The cl alnaye nea the wlan gute oer te clk 
ela the bys ae i rom ther an came 10 Sete 








Sib chdren pevor It est ance he taage boys 
[at cr dee tu or fe lent acl comer in ne’ Chris 

"when the meter osptste Wowen sod ren sts the 
snd the en toed pte te back Cae aval alge tnd = 
Clee iy the sowd whi pred to let the wom and cider ph 
thie way forward 

Cay ga Sant Clos aba ede the program wh S 
sal hiving tosbie we hie gh nd refer in some leally 
Tamows dt oe bacher wuss a minded oa he ied the 
[expres tall 0 They cold be mere opal va) 
the die 

















Cason, the teacher was young, the lol bod cd be 
eval pon fo scion ede rane sney for otal, ba 
ta The su war very Tal ad the ee tally Senge 
fads who were always tn short supply nt thea lel dancer, There wee 





Aye sme cal tekelos who went to lo de 
nie po enogh rene to pt out om the Hoe Smt 
‘Benue br eral wo res mom ora Chee 












el by hur these 
ila frm tht rer 00 


“The cha ple June waka nn 
old ale "The ke sam tena woe 

the odio, On soe esi Hasty Di 
fas and made bur othe ott sream. Th rcs were eye 
pal even thgh te smart younger gnelly fund ct el 
Slr ttom arth bond channel hele ml 9 
The fall gun betwce the sch Shien ad ame of he pret os 


























igh le ar se Bas 


Th a ar le ml lon te ho a eit 
‘then fotball wes played rapes Yo fn rer and oon hour he 


pk manly but snsics 











‘THE PARKER BROTHERS 


“The asker lay ct to Moe, Noch Dakota, and seed at 
Aaley"alber, 101 To 1909 thy moved ow tothe Wate dct 
Ge Glabluied a rneh wht enw the Lamb bother. They 
Mon “ctabahedeoober cana spre lathe Hand Hy where 
Fn enc nom ver Hee hey hap! tbe eles on Youngs cae 
tn fe fad winter oI 1007 val wiped ut mat of the er 











ary asker ecb i ater saying they pu the dia eae 
tn x fod in Deon and lta he annals nt were in atorly 
[pol conden rena out ora" winter wis, 0 tweet they 
[En ihe thinner ate they wee Reding ont be fat cade ht 








Tie Pavitt of taking omen tums ond tans of bn to the 
sive a Movin t et ene pov the were noes eof he 
tie dnt reese When thy gout of be rer cule wit the 
{no kms a'pny thy woul shed wa the Tol plied y hoses 
oa eh ou eam ul the dre hy tesa xen wool 
Ue day or so inter than the horse dr ou nth note ned 
thom by pope who fad ad was hey log the 








Mor tho dhaszous winter of 1906-107 Jim Parker lokad ter 
wha sk mated wie Jon and Bcd 0 Arey. f te eg 
{Ti they a ok op Homes nthe arc wher Hara now sta 





The Purber bor have pad emay and. ewe of tai len 
Jobo ud Hur, sl me fo Hanna 

ary Pe ric ot el ul a fre all 
pure cetnning wn forty or fy bulls whi the Pre boars 











DMR. AND MRS. GODIAS BEAUDOIN 
{r Mavcane (Beaune) Besson 


Dy ruber sn ur, Gods and Mare Bnain, came 1 the 
Hd la inal of 1508 on te nc now owned by Do Benet 


We wore ty ofa ge and ne 





We fad come rom the Sider di, dena of ih 
nto etl th Hand Tie avr to have adept Suing 






























































the sock. Mother drove the tn an wagon wth the Jounger cen 
en Hvceeld ae whe lier snd we cen woe ied a 
ole fonback die the sch wht eos ah 





Neldore were very sonconr nent wes Kisomth, Se 
acho lng two me any. Googe Cen, atthe tach, ved 
seven les sway tbe oppose dintion. Th Fe foray Une eres 
the Hand is Lae, 





1010 and 1011 cre was x grat nl of wes and mo! 
was oie Toe contract for Une Had Hil Lake Schl was wins 








During 910191 when ster wer homerading at Bey Cock 
‘nd Sonngnok thy dove om al which wet ght pst sr ose 
stay and often out Boor was covered wih takai beds where ponent 
ated down forth nie 











In 1912 theron came so Hanne (rcs males ay) andthe 
iponle wer exe everyone went inte Gorn ose the sl othe 





During oor sty at Hand Hil, oo toys, Peer and Frank, were 
ddl the fan Motor wae hod ete are dtr 
eSucalr,ihyfie mes swags Sharp, ego eo 





Im 1014 we sold our ranch t Sheri! Banat, Don's tthe 
Shera Beli was #nigbr n thediac snd aac ben. bis 
ther bother ame fromthe Sates for vy we bk my oer Fred 
{him to emmine a grt tn Fr tron. Dr ud ft wae 
tite soe and petted ta open, removing ihe on Alling 
Aad he om le tack dos bag be pee on toe Khe ta 
‘wi oefm st th aneete ‘The span we ute rel 


Aer we ld 9 mowed o Doty (about fry mile) 


My sw, Jomping, die i 1915 and my odes se, Merane 
ft the age af eigoen year. It was trl Blow tothe fly. 





Fubar and Mother psd way fp 1053 within Sve marth of one 
vote 


Ar pret owen (Mix, Wilts), and Mine (Mi Nein) 
lve at Nemo, Aller Kat (re Hina) Ler tt Nenu, Bash 
{Clombl: Prd tPelcan Nasows Sasatchewan; Pets o Rr, Bh 
Glamti: Past at Vanover, ish Calan ed mae Manse 
(Oe, Lee Burough) at Hala, Atria tbe Bese River easy. 

















red cvs, Re land "tf soca old that 
aber de Bee Wie dt 











ie Alue 
me low 








wd ihe sll lt onthe way 10am, ar Wher aed hy 
= fe spl" les ce the ed 1) 
wi DMR. AND MRS, HARRY SHOULTS 








Me and Me. Harry Shaul ote 


















































a Pc aly reins ent Ha Hat 
SAM Sc fl lp he Harty hd i eg ome 
- i pts pacino con wird bye Hass Beet 
is ion ne 
Te 10 Hany aod be btbr Cin wee dg th ode fr 
" the avy 1 Lge ede es Nendo ny anes 
Sing tae prapeie meses be Fan HL 
ita ag Tower Bek Tory My), Bil Dich Cy 
2) «arth a iin eo Maral Jaen Hay edt way. wth 
“h inal spi rh eed eno no eon th Knead 
= weds, ile Mine’ cone hte as wa 
t SPST he fas se thy ahd he ch of at 
ind md a fii ut 





















































were catia a sponser lore they got to Carton and 
they fed heard a0 mach about Ater staying overnight in Garba they 
‘eo wh swt iy of ene wh rae 
pe Blankets that they had porchesed in Carbo, ‘They fad to code 
ing bend the wap o lage and Hey stom te sping at 
os wap’ wi Seb ad Ig ie yon the 
‘Sateen pli 











Ging down the ver bank il dy hat hen de males 
isk the agar pant th they al id th hace 
Fel the mage back sri mcs aay had pall pin dow 
Hiry opis soos more Going op the er side the malar eased 
pig and Hany ad teeth gto stn oll rd 
Fie lee of ile browh Seed acta thar bak, 








“They goof the lw the Hand Hille and won vp ot me 
sends pec. Hary ae Hf he pry ul sry ovo When ated 
iw ny thre mere Hay woke vagal, Thre re furor IN 
‘Wi tue west heity Me Turn (fey tt wna Me Ture, the 
[ithe eB Toren, te wellkpown Hanna bare tote them 
lwo he uo bp hi le propane 














When hey all ouped in the howe Me. Tamer loka Hay 
wih oie sb ad,“ gue you ever went taba, Me Shaul 





‘ter 4 gro supper, ound ep on the Kn or end at 
sect marie thay ea asin ober he tureinck Minn coral. 
The wide ge mara wage wld cot low de al apd everyone 
leds fr ther f the pky male‘ rence Heys 
no tat ight and ed tother bang bere being dove on 8 
(Ext elded ons ayo the hen fla Ma Shouts had mnt po 
ger at Bob Coop's we soe avon mers! in 2 baby 
Siggy the had pel slg the al 











"Nest morsng thy lak tthe lnd ail sal or homestead. 
The wo Jonct Erie Cry Jone snd Bede dectdedo 
am the fit McCiny, Dich te Sih ce and On Be le ce 











(ne day’ ater them wore Calgary Boal hind the He me 
amy Bonny and Ginger A chicak Bowing 

‘Sropertve” Tyee she Hie al ofthe flo ty bd ace 
Stes hey tot fe Bominin Land Ole fn Cli, ted the abc 
ne flow wo weed on Sem wes LE le ho prs Hoe 
Bite 














ary Shoals help he bron Coes Prank Gin, coset 
many mils of valwah tthe Wats fa et af Sighs) Nonber 
Kine we. bh at wat managed by Hor, Many elbows eared 
Bumbles were cgay graded by Bary and for pets whee = 
fing fob oes complied people nko savond or Hay” ar the 
fee pooon odo tej. 





(ne sald winter day he went ovr tp aoa wih is 
sightrs tthe wat, S¥ td Tock Mons. He war ot foie with 
{htc ond drow Heh tp of the beak ie tlre mend 
‘of ington itn low’ tld im where he wan He erly 
ith fe Std Jk org wt dit andrei Wd es 








1913 Meu Shoal brother Girt Sota «roped. pend 
nd in ite oa open petted en the ches bey rs Lawson 
teu Bota cr de opie sme i it. ary other, 
‘tia Sos led wh te aml 








ary renee talking «flow on the alo the Cab House 
when iy were bollng HH had ange Tope mee mes 
rd wld Hayy the lat bea fie ting, when 4 flow wold ak 








Fe lor nthg ened pond ges, 

In 1908 to Shouts faniy moved to Sanaycok, white Hey 
cyte the el al bor dwn in 188 Ti Spent four far 
‘Eon the th the Hid tho soveral yea opereing the ote 








Yr Hlth Shout dst on the nih of January, OT, atthe 
age of snty-ove years Hany hed inthe nang bane ruler 
IE svt ens whce beret hese of tt uly aye and abo 
Kit up wits coma events He ded Int hosted rch, 08 











He mentioned the sttonary bile they have atthe home foe 
ehlsting the patos Ist ue of "poping ike al and ever 
ng anywhere he dad, 


Ft wt tr MAR ad ec oly sr Syny, ing oy 





As, Ala a asco! weacher apd toe 
ol hrs cor the Sod Get peat 








Hay wa 6 arst bose f thin prt of te rl ad pr 
smany Young men fm Kilarey, Mati mgt tof ar 
Boe tat le quar ofthe pope deed Kiley 
2 tomer ae 






































(MR, AND MRS, WILLIAM PRAM 


Wim Dial entered he 



































Spt clei tive days were mde by = man having 
sip the nde had he fo thy dys sev evening Mr 
Pia i eh he wr he wh 





his ey, ht er dal he ng 





The tip 
fain wt Baad ote ural here and Hour cen heme ear, 





ed om Musson, the smc cine in thos day, 








vith eer ntl HD sd then the punta of 2 Weteron tec 
Trove the matod of brerkng le Unugh the mate fre cninel 





The tnt ei, + Bick Tonring ca. owned by Me. la wat cared 
td there i stayed thar the speng edg mas completed, 





die Sis Getler Cackion, wowed lo tr a 
do cnet thraing a son at fet ermitedepetng he bea 
ein ver th and, When the wear’ cvoprt the mat 

















the opportunity re to provide for is family 
smu re aprile fe bit ay hlkings A Old for seventy te 
ata dey be bed dove abr cach ot spreting mee by hed oe 
‘igibonr le. Thr seeny-the eo fad pr of eal 
‘hove dee. Whole dye spent baying earl nye cnta 














Mr, Pal spo ls pare tine ng prue chicken and rabbi 
hich ty vel foo he ll pay Et rere ape ak 
Tisha Ths lov of toting pre a ed tee tte end 
eh eee grew oder the eye beat ht aT eevee 
Gtr te ens incre eis rc par of te omy way a 
‘vel “They honed ant beerd fy Flan’ Tile Lake Dovl 
UGS Oyen, Pak Take andthe el Do Avr The serge pee 
ny sree ve Yoo Rane wee Soe 

Mat daye toy menage to beng hows ENG end tapes WB 
Bote of be eter Cad pate wer id fr tent w ity fie delay 






















































































































Inthe cay days Mr. Pahl dil ch athe way of docoring 
eight ed Tol ett token hoes for his Oe ad ter 
Fie owch weed ay ast Tor very few stingy Tet any ba 
tect snd ‘ea enly thee 4 sere break had ecu Shingles 
Sige nee wel eit hen Gc nce wer wrapped ik cord end 
Scien oll ced bend the spit to Sap the on rom tesning 
(ire This ducing topped when na oc nthe aoe made Kw 








The fom hat the ihr wore acquainted with wor: Lda 
Seller be ae teen ches, erat Medine Hut Rae Sievert 
Slr wh hd four Chie, des in Calgary sows Easna aid 
Dave Ke Thy hove he chien Vitor mari Fla Dering. Hild 
sta kee Renewtsber and Vieet vated Rebold Dong ‘They 
(ec sll ving ith oy. Mi Keg ld 1947. Oto mad 
‘Bee Marin of Ruling Hil sce i te Pare en, Late they 
toed tn aa or fae ste! of Hanna sd hc to Hana 
tees earpenty work snd hans ie fr ape. Two | 
hughes lew Min Mocapr and Nox Amadeo, rade in 
Henne wee het il Googe mare A Bek; Als mare Mt 
Keim af Bos Ssashowan, i TOS and they ned on he farm 
‘rs oe ome oy Ale id nd aly te fo sel pugs 
nd by hard work and pescerance ae «ed Tel for hs Try 
{to Me. tod es Paks to Hane nd Alecia fs 
fering cpa oe ow son Eat wo are lane Pepon 
Ih tt arr ent af Hanon He ded pemnouey 1850 woter 
toe Mabin and ht wile Pony poral Shame farm ‘They hve 
Pitman «a double of erence noon he buldags 2nd aed 
The lac “Walley View Fare Py have two tne, Joey ond Tyee 
tworoer ons Al Bly dl i ane 












































Angle, Aled Kel, who was eed bythe Pah arsed Anne 
lie They elf srl pom the Neue fae be wong 
fo Day 185 where toy lve tay te tnt ve chien, Ald 
Wor so enue okey” player and made men lps one 1 he 
Thumb dam wit te Ent Hd Hil ny where Sana eran 
hte icemcen tre pea teams mere ach eyoyed. Aled an Anne 
‘tee toys Randy Geral yon sr Sherey, One veh, Lene 




















Albert mrss Ane Kel ase of Alec's wie a OT ond sey 
two ct arm sles stent Han tl 1858 hes dey 
Imovel bo Hgne Aon re, les on the home place Wirt Ue 
Winn may anda doh, Reha, cmp the fy. 





Fred ml Anne Temple and afer «sort pro af eming near 
Hanon move ashe Or dst whore be fated tl retig To 
Eliay "iy bave tw cide 








Torte mario Albert Js, They ant 





Retold martin loa gh, Ane Faechne, ad they ed tthe 
big mosey bat by Wii abl fT 


Aloe of sR we one of the ast and mat reactant 
{pts wits team and eter Inthe 19608" When but 
value neve kts sopee know tt he wat ng lowed 








it pole te fem moxie pan the cee see ine psy 
Ec im ttl he Gece the def the sgh ea hi no ba 
Then she unde wre ke oe and «set te De xyote reid 





rbd ade «abe 


Their dnoghter, Bey, mari Nel Peto an she leon 
farm near Min Hat oe net, nom ree othe of Hanna 








‘A som, Lager, was een mart Ruth Teens of Morden, 
Mans eae ving on frm forme od hy Grant Tae 
tha Teal Pas. 





later Hane 





Retold Pia moved to the Fano farm and 


MR, AND MRS, GOTTFRIED FAECHNER 


Cone and Mi Fahne sous rm Olds 1908 wih Burg 
mesa aed. Genmmanen, The farce omen 
{iu one le rh of Hand Blake Scoot The olds 








oe Mr Chale Kary remembers vig wale he sk come ht 
‘Wt tetine ss mach aoe miler fo kame in dhe evening Que 
hte cons ee grog near a aping where Frenchman by the 
fe of [atic bad tusk bows Ae Maribel nt talk Fetch 


Tn Me Lace cold nor spa Englch se Geman they ony had 


church mvs I 4 ache ut 
\enioe n't chore auth of Da 


ub of Ps arm and 
Sree farm 





In 1914 Me and Mix, Goad Fashoer mowed a fara one mile 
orth non le wet of hl Bowtsd bere hey ose foe may 


manuel maid igs Sepers Mara mared Care Kang Chis 
smal Esme Sewers, bt posed sy soe 10; Dan arid 
‘B' Seer and he i i 14, a avd Bit Ragan ho thy 








O16 re ae epee gean 


pe 





























MR. AND MRS, JOHN MORSE 
sr Last (Mon) Jone 




















ite hy el a Soe hose bu Un ast agp eae 
ened wn te wilted op ming damp and ed 

They. broke the vig mal with throne, Sandy and fm, and 
By Cll eer sce elle uy dimaion They made a lng tp 
te tr in the ping oe end ons to plo ad «Sow day 
ee geting home sree ve raged owe le farm’ boring be 
led fen thr Ghcant snd Sb og 























There was a abundance a wld ge tH you bed he 
bulltrand pub tw 

Aout 1915S and Jon pl pan bldg «hoe fhe om 
Jon ok «fe Ours Elune Bel Hamby 
Fett is dupe Pl Pei: et wo wc a Hand 
le ake Sa 








Then came nef the big day in bie lar was pg eh 
to the fm of hor gly Lila Ale, bon in Grandoe Doc's 
ane Mrs Moench grntnother of oe) was the mie 

Hoses wore now ho ay of ansoiton in the Ha Hl which 
ow bee ornagcn oon Senge Stamper 
Sev the conte of ation, Mom tad Dad and everyone cle seed 














"The Mae fay wis then led with 0 
wes bor int Hana Hopital, and ae ene ay 





Chops and haveing wet ig oprainn wich Savole te He 
‘eine of Subba ite a aul the pa 
Selshcnes Inthe mara the whe wont blow nde tums 
‘Mula tnd ore wou be Barca tart haul. The sn worked 
{gent apoics dring the day sd you weve rlved wh ey ere 














Ale twe year. Clit had enter eid, Rew Hl, nko 


chy wat neous driver with hort and Model Fords. He fa 
rungs ore tog fares uncon tw tos ve 
‘ils te Cb Hous round hy Ik, Job bale imal bet 
i pled cst Ike tan ol aa a mile. Wen hey ba 
ie ring ak bs Sty hope Cig started on 
hab Hoste Many ies be ere he eo gy and cal and 9 
amar pry gmc ey o est gal oll Fey igh da 
Dish 
























































































te school one rade om Back ant re on Kl, The bin yoke 
Were once one by the ypc so we were tnd, and wer ta ower 
‘iyo of ge when reed Ju or Rou he war okknomed 
Fpl beard. ewe one of ese tps to tng cal In Mach 
that hes i we Cr wh hn Alte all hse Hen eae Bs 
ad to be Li boy: Bet ny aruter gi—Stry Ju: She ls Mn. 
Erie Beenon wt ole ove td era Chink ewe o Genera 
tari Ed Dany to ele, Toy te ene fled he army and 
Ie fo yar ar mae 8 mre Aer he war abe mara an I 
tow Mix Che Motes. Lilan red Maroon sod her to 

















hn Mente wat + loving aber, sprain end gudeer, bat 
out tnt tht he evr eared ole cons peed nn fe 
[a1 and aye at ret io ele paveyed fat outde Chino. Mn 
Mone les wit hee daupier Rene a Drante 





mrs Nore: Jack war mur of ceremonies ot many Hard Hh 
Lake Chrsteas Gocrs tnd cold abs ome up with sal ot 
‘ered wi sl bye and costumes basatage 


At cbrc, she Sanday aie hs fourth i ws or, Jack was Kidd 
shoot uo bang able manage boy afr bung hed tse i aed. 
jack slowed there was a tortage of gil or the const dance td 





A: (SHORTY) MURRAY AND JACK (LONG JACK) EDWARDS 


‘AC. (Story) Murray cme fom Nort Sst e108 t eke up 
.homeshad onthe orcas si of Had le Lake. 





Jack Edwards cae some time Inter to work othe rand tat 
vas ging though nd syed wi Shay tet of hit eH id 
Bo Seg end gedening Ded eked fhe fn roof te tay 
Pate inthe 13806 


Lie mat becing couples they i the hare of arguing. “Shorty” 
stata Dayan day tat ack i not look wher he wat ping OF coum 
ths was debuted spel by Long Jah oo Mrmy meron fo prove 
Ke sateen lst bce of wae ot ofthe dort the sak 
th led out or Jak ocean help Ri de wind, Jock 
pt he fase squelch to "Shar" amasanen 








Davin the 18508 + radio wir scyeied by shmot eee the 
tae und Jac and Soy ony panned th days they mow nt 
Selmore stalked ® 





46 





A saong sume ind tok the 9p completely lf the shack 

se turn, Tey eta doo ope so the wind adel 
kang ie The now hel wat gels pe repli the former ed 
tie 








They mee oth stuoeh mppors of the Clb Hose enn and 
the tou amped Shey Seed ene for many years WHS 
fo ang gins ll ace etc pg eer for aad sar, 2 
“his was o tl eadake td any tr Romer, Sed 

ot underway. ang Jk” ad 








[aba ihe samp of eng th Smt im and Ling the 
‘Bowl ot af tbe neonate lear smd! ib player tap 
‘een of te yours at te low to cont the eb bands. Us 
Ieliod aw sl den once rete ee ha altho 
‘Sor, They ssn Jer not tomar any pins. He ha ster 
‘beeping Ho al ei bt sid ry Shoe the ck 
{Feting temporal He’ wold be Jack out ood I, 
sk wold gored and a wiht flee ol be coded i. He 




















a Nt ees ta ei ol Sl te Ha Hop 
== aon afterwans Shorty sold his form to Hark Hartbon and moved 

to alt chr hte’ ary St nthe Bot He pa ob 
it Scorn i and veghered t's, Pde Cores ns pt 
“ty CART cm je he in wi Jang eae 


a hme He arse uit Hrd sd taken aver Sony ob of 
‘ring the ret wth Stampede 


Nite Shri nor Lang Jk eer gut mace. Tei cmp 




















se 7.6 Mary he el Dita in 150 
rar wists 
af ir pas ets ae pi 
= oe et tect tea Baty al 
= Beier a ee oles, eee 
és SoS eee ears 
a Fe ay ae See See ae 
‘s 


























ee 






















































Mother's pope mee of lh Sve, fri and German doe, but 
Bad toe" eetblchd in southen Mut lage te dy othe 
Cu War. 





Dal, whe bier hal banded va Seer, Alber, 
{e'Mothee, bt aly in 1910 they packed sp and heed for the wis 
Alben, I mst have bee a al ep Tor Mater to eae 
Slot ey and wth wo amalt pe Myf, nd Ml 
swith wey ite many or woly deo vena nto te enor 














hat fit wine wae pnt wth Daft oer Clea Londen 
Lake te Ser ws adn bomeed ning He Hed he oa 
{Tal TH le Be td eon the et Bal cn 
throne twat tenn, eget he el 
tod Grad Soy We sng 1S re moe. By Se me 
te a fe bse" and Mi pm «aig 
Ser se btioueton eo the ey sey Dali hore 
TONS ates aah sod ek ol ego 
tect dering a4 fo ew tnd ed plowed Se oe 
Boies US Want eps ade pho plas Bed Tt op 
SOE mtv ice eh stk hn ih me west 
sreing co be GN cdread gute, eat toward ron Setr wat 
Sita coed oon tc wey ap 


























We rally moved ino well arc wih neighbor ll rnd 
sxTom Devoe, teeny al beter aco oad et, Penk 
‘Sian Ho e's Chien Fed tad ids om the sonnet cone, 
Sat sight node Joke Rel aly Ge ster ball of 
“cred he Cn Hang, Sneath ary Sele fy 
Feit, devel south wee bates “Leng” eck Riven 
yaad Dichtel nly, wile bed Ton Des 
er the Hand ile Lake Wed the Mone Weck sad Sy -proad 











‘Our ft experince wih thee ston was que tring. Mary and 
sere sone the shack when sdely the whale hing beg to Sa 
nad quer aad gen bllorng le? te at Those grt bars wer 
‘bbing gain the wale and eausng wid ona Lackly foe 
Mother gut tiem chard ny Ieee the mile place clone 

ore ow more rai wete opened 3p 

















Be mo pulder tv te flit Melon. Thaw fcr wad 
Ike the ip to Slt hitced tos sho, With ish Jak and Sy 
Freel’ sb round ip ims woe, ging mas sup 
forthe neem, Dad hed ber ony Siero Halon int 
Frame fn lated thot arr fest the 








Tore wer igh dics or the women fr tet of the mt ent 

















‘he grade near home and Inter aa the CNIL-CPR. rae fom ed Dot 
felony Mount Hou ft the righea-way aon the Nor Sata 
foal Held of Brazos. Dud abo took his tensed wag and went 














Irveting i southern Alec snd Saskatchewan. Fe so ler and 
for Shan Gowan shout nme wes the Hand Hl, He got ples sad 
{She prs or Wat for Lindgren hee al wea the ld 
Frees ripe we would goto Sars frm tpi sntatuns and ap 





Mom od many heroine expres wile Dad vas ey, Tha 
ithe chain was denged round the yard. Young Fred Gibson beard 
‘Ronny bad her Kea! Folly Fred hod to pst on Mom's spon and 











By the tne Hanns tecme oor mala trading cent, Mom 
s single boy and ta bay tare named Kee wo dee, We were ten 
Titer a and rah egeables for gros’ Kee ar coped 
thd Mom had some wil rider behind he, ong sal rontway 
fer wey base one dey. Neos manage 

ae could ron on us meting in Ke yard She pect the 
‘omy. ote te shaft and sated ern to The Fo wade bet 
Mian ras cal jt py 




















(Our Hand Hil Lake Scoot nis stiblabed by the die Mary 
sn wc realy tm bn us ttre sound he Pod Ha on We 
{Set he thre by eng Stat cet ou plc; gh Slog 
Std sro the stool wetoanving a oo spe Kee es Soponel 
tebe oor meant af tnvporaden ut she fond any wag Sng 
‘hac compas She wool dump ut veer head or ade uff 
backwony then nothing sare Of 4 stp ner coll et mand 
psig ee world o& Hane wih oiling long yg ech 
ite Soci se woul sy at 2k pe gt tbe her eh 
and bol frame’ Fly Mother ahi el or he Bi a sy 
Seem my try Maher dw tol She wi flo tp fpecd 0% 

cor rate At lat thy retrneda mach chao Kst 
‘Mote, hut the itor Wt Mote sage det Rate we 
roves hoce tat Kate bd try bly reece Mother ler or 
snd we made ftw acon on ine fora change 




















The wine of 114 wat bone for ox We had moved by hen 
oot frame bre Coe larger sr e-a) bt me od get 
ter at thir new stem Fr eae much of th watt we wed had 



























































be ull hy bartels and stot from our cree well. That wa the 
Sit Dats le peo for mg tine 
Sc ome Dad. Nae Bale oh ie hs Late the mate 
ft McCollough pd they remained wr gat ends longa ty 
Thelin Altera: ‘The aight ried rod Yo elp Dad om the Ia 
thc ping That wa he some Wil (BL) sas bo ara Moo Bad 
ti te, Once sain we nad» use, Nurse Brown 


‘Gradually ocr commaniyy pew and developed. During the Fist 
Word War the nen orn money ning. eens oe the 
Tamows Hand Tle Tab Stampede te fe lng held at Jock Mller 
Fare te THVT Ale that Dad andthe other een of tbe community 
rere Kd trate mney ee ul the Hand ils Take Cle Hoe 
Sethe west eld of the de Dad ace we srt tare oe ey 
Sear coming tre on ie gate on sumpede dye. The women were 
Tore a ty ran the bichon poring Ihe oe fll ime Tor 
‘Ee muy ales hel tthe ll Te gly became ea ome 
ene ll ager hating tubal denn wt ees they 
days cb pane checks ing on inte bowet, Ewrywhee 
‘Eiken tet ply Tor they al nels were ted way under 
the sence or on te uber dcp Out Dv boc 1916, was ambos, 
Thelen who grow pt tbe ie "The Bight fe ear wo 
the anna samp bel Jul, wich traced op nemee fom oll 
Spec or thse might fancies wor donghrate—tr lone 
Tip pl wll ms the gor spy arora amin pe ed te 
a Ey dengue mane on Cab oye 



































Mott at Dad were ace geting «nondewomintonl church 
sd inte dist An abandon stl Im the dur Sow ab 
icy ais south of wa nnd sve so che ment they 
rove Tis wes daring de ange 11D when trey wa a prema 
Fee'the men undenolth pe With the sv to einen 2 
Iocan sce mn an tacrs (Ded od Bil thar cor 
tre with them al de way) ed lof werk thes wat set awe 
Tapers atthe en af the be wat of oy which mar dena by 
Scat ue ug Whe nny. non ve 
ted potpe chuck vas born, The lien firmed very ave Laer 
‘ha Gl e hlp ste money to day the espa of the cera 
The miner cane fom Crips Cais, ile Welham 
the one of our ft cere ie end hse wre ety ata br all 
Has of weather 


We bad 











hc of poems Ruth, bo wa br in 192, wa 








ut sang 8 baby "Tee at nice mene abe eee a tre 
tine and this was the fst such option he perfarmed on is ow, 























Nour was very pol of he el and we we mont 
ott fom’ Sanpete of ep foe yee ad Insp of 
the alee and ennetoftty aces no eamplte ue was vt 
ol Maor abo hal ener pute taining in Emoman. bad to sve 
tp’ hoor when se bse In pe of cers In 
ent, Hanna, Calgary sod the Mayo Clin, abe le atthe ge 
2 wen ae a orb ean er 








“Thre wore many rshps wet ty the endurance of he ster 
seer winter ho dy sommes ary stata groper 
Thy cen code oak spp eer. One yur en ee the 
Ptaadesenly Ion he bles ie potre What 2 wonder 
‘haley mot ave ha and what ee! or bal One year the cov 
‘to veram with army web worms We sod sinned Tay ar 
In bom the cat an i th oedof ur garden. Mo, ar heron 
Bie soldey Dad fads det We patch ating hat weld di 
‘ng the ditch. We pio ik td rd th nde pve 1s 
(pet plawure io trek the more venoratta worms dowe tothe ol 
‘Sia we sed a loo hal te arden, 











he he deon i nine ot do wen, 
dsc and wintering oot wee bree 
ite were ito po od one nor of seen the ene le 
New dapper’ Clie wee bong od tay, there ws po ex 
oui eto fad doped ot of mie can eee Dal 
‘Sablon he hil or Torco sponded Tremere 
Spar Shak the ng ty i pt an er moe 
tte ora pron! Hara Vancorser ay Tce pes on Gh 
‘ovina fry ons poor gr wl bare ee ued a 
‘Rhea ecb hefner Hone few moved bt what 
odie Pere ih and shee as anyhing ec? Dod ober 

een ali and yr cope cm fd Seip forming wat ed 
{3a down te este feof te wink, and daly es 
ore Toot seal tpl elon Jeo sd ee nde safle 

ye farmer. Bleed norkng wk machnery and 0 he 
wih ihe af opernien fo adyncemot, oe and ence 
Miwon seic ou br thr Orn Dvd many thingy In he et 
forge oly to mt ws al mde at Age, Bish Cou, 
Ie ids cn he wey base 














Many nsdn ine 0 ln a hin back over the early days 
the tei Mm that etme up sey te eons hours hen 
‘Dad wes enight tin sch ts, bu eco he avape made 
Peay Come wate oto lucky) the ine Dad wa ot fae og 

‘Hoc ils Late and nally de hwy aang the west shoring 
{2 de Cub Towa ihe ine Bad and ugh «ase Bre nota 






























































hile an the way 1 Hana. 1 sien thnk of the a aeroplane 

that flow over aur place "Dal and Jack Edy ws va 
net atta," Wellwel—by och el 

wil ake Drombelr by sperma” A dtc oa 

mes athe i fi nd the four inthe aon, Dad sil Ine 
the poe mar probahiy et Dru by the tne Tack sed is 




















‘aye onthe fret butt meved 10 Vanes inter arin ie Dole 
Werbove throw dap i niveriy and hol Ruth med ed 
McDonald f Hale "Thy ive for cee, 

ed Ruth bas tw sand 














Sty Mey ene we 
it Dad on be rm Bi fe Vogt an hey have So 
ote chiven aod wo punchline now Al nd Ate at 
esr wile Ruth Re now lve a Tnppen, Bech Coli 
Daf amar widow Mn Fn Moral Ta ate 
‘ol te a farm and Dadar Pr with te nep due Ai 
te Vancouser They mal 1 how or ae sd ed 
{Ua ledge piel around Vanover. "Thor they bought see 
pln tn Whe Rec. rsh Coton whe Dad bd lovely. gute, 
Bat ded gue sodeyy tn 1962 ond now Fran he ld the Whie eck 
Blase ves a Te, Quon Casio near Aloe who mari 
Boor Risto and he ve ili 

Tit years gs tno many of he 












































tt denne me 
Td the fn, 











THE SHERWOOD BENEDICT FAMILY 


Hite a 





Sherood Bet, fo 104, cae by ack cr teas rm Towa 
ty lon As hic brs ad te he Bomeseded the Wino 
Als May 8, be marl Mary Gabe why 1190, had ce 
wither pace an thre by. mipant ais rm Mar to 
“Gus eno Mayon I fe une of 190 Shersod, he baer 
‘rele to the men evling by deat se to ck nd 
Aang et of the Hand file Ty on thr Siectoos fom lad 
tie sapeand sive akige They cared tt for sa 

Se let 0 rane, The winter of 10T-1908 had been severe. Eat of the 
Hand Tie Cate avs toner and ile of enc and ers yng 
{els and’ sbundooe come gave stk ednce of tay. 

















Later, when the en nie # sc py they die 0 land 
te Holl Lae sen he vl le psu petal 

te by wk gre teeny of gard sl aed some tore. A 
whe Calgary Land Ties OM Wd them whlch mens ‘wre pes 
Thee they ed up foe spt lan A yo permed pine 
ipa one meted then eo» pce hemes On ce ate 
he had the sume lgnion mfr mst the eek ton 
{en year fortes yeas (see alle op the ty ace 
{heen the hemes se mata othe year, In fon, free, 
oe fad Wo pay 0 sal re wuch atthe das ‘er see Shred 
‘Kose for hit ead Maly the ns cone sre he sot 
fait 1-20-18 wet of the furs He a bought the west Ball of 
‘cic ien fn Alte Ain The srvyos had sade our mare 
Ibis egal oe hl let et and sen ces deop tthe more 
(les of cab queer tin in te ee of te fou be hey 
[Srv a et loge On ft se ste oper porno he ae 

ren snap wenn, arge Ren, nes ofthe orth, A pret 
the sare to ge the bowdarer of hi gar He wold al slong 
"he Matin ther ined and ete te et set oft Tf pb ne 
Shs scat wave fers cow nt fps atte St tare 
‘hu jor sag ln for fening'On i and wa sae ener 
fia ae ord st ar cme oad te rag em the a ef the Wage 
heck then Sunt the evo Stemi the Stace 









































In December f 108 Shorwod tok bls bose is Tt Kad 
‘wosday tip so when the men camped for night dey put the 
rinse th plows vo prove them fms frag. Ua le 
Tie joi wee fe val Eton 20 they mere cnr ly 
forte poole hed potatos tbe wir, Aloe ie tit sew land 
dH ot ring Hom he ih ht he ie 
te oka rl at Hep ton rycen he pe lf den 
ave adding tere he aking Sar ever pt ne sik cad 



























































the dian, contained the expeing ont Ah well, per was os 





Shertod bul homes dacs tht cold Inter be mone gether 
et wars “tc ese of acter the ty 
When Mays scm by. menty aback wat cmplete she want out 
Kier tay ha tote hn es dy ie tm’ Wigner’ Tal 
‘ners Crtog i plu ne covered by lee of mae Nomi 
‘Seu ard spousal night wos spot Tolls "Th owrney mat 
fd not ey 
Lember was fet hl from lon! andthe net get fo 
uae a toviy foray Marys dappeg la wce no 
dite Monn, ther Cave aad fly Hames fe 191 

















In the sero 110 4 Meth inter eld a few servis in 


Dr. EP. Bedi, Sherwis tor, made is ome wi Shr 
wrod sind Mary tna (11 118 whe prong tpt Homesed ps 
‘guar of sp land. Ale braking the rgd hy soe be 
eden seca tee tmip ea. He dit oly expe econ 
tut tonip and was she cheer that ae wade Heald 





For hie sone plowing, Sharwood made seer furore around 
isd ing sree your On i he pled ote sod aa 
tact cop: Thi plowing tered sso the pene neal fe Ringold 





A a we mpi wat re «promote ie 
Tim oan fe Se Sg i Secs oe 
Meech c oroepien fl ow ey Timea sag ov 
SEES Tel hit" ae 
Sky AOE ett Hw ils Bes, Sree den 
Pereapeinyerp ply eget pee 

So aide iene we ee coe 
sioner re any ind ean YS 
ST ae ene 
the srg rer i we tmp et pS 
Ses 











eyeiets tow Bad new pele, that of caring water ap the 
bt dt be nase 3, sh tone, and plo seer, ee 
td onepowe iy te il bak nd ult al arto eve 

















(One funy day nigh with esp mae the hoose dwn 
‘Nnshell Thuces oman home war rhea waste sme aac, 








‘Moe pipes caried he waste water from snk to cxspoot. Th flor in 
ie wo alts ofthe ons were maple hardwaes, andthe Ting 
‘hm sig war tive and one al fst high Dencing. hoe pre 





yma resting aod veyday vig were enjoyed fb me 
its een Foc S sholeoci whom tty af alg oe 
Mey wach br bata ited lal he wlow gay ort 
Teil ity om window of ool beh hen’ tnd a 
Tally core ball lo ndow ying Reon actos wpe prt 
fh mat Roh tne free ea a he eat on, 
inthe ld Hanns Heed rn, bon inte ew Hane Hox 
thd a ey 

















ees the colo Sherrod ths arm tck int «sit fo bak 
fo roids exe warhol ake tor te vnlndog o Bayne 
iy mem dot atthe bck That sme dee hr nave 
Imik cy Spas ane dy clined tu te ay mw. Se nay ought 
Ue elie wee ect Thee Sheree!” und br ts two et 
tng the hay stow foe, A fens Cer the wat to 30 fr ae 
‘Be hed he begr Of weg poi © wooden meme shape He 
he tne ued for «game of nah and ce, wi the coe bead 
Brough te ete I'wns metas te anol 0 fie Sot gh 
fl oar designe t coral ene eating. 

















Sherwood hare the pre wool on aco flee fr fel ed 

for ule His by ake, powre by one kar, iid eek some 

seat the Toa, then backward to let the fork down. One stacker 

a roperste at 4 gen veal command, Shop, Sher 

Stood Colle dg stv tod undontrd Te applied hime the deer 

eo the re frward or back by nip the Bones hel mse 
SiS omnt mee 














ccs had his own horse'and did much riding. Sepy Hollow llered 
Kies goose ot duck, water for valing or wading. masats water and 
Lend, il for ding oetng oe ehoganing. ef lating 
{tah elas sent voles tumbling down. the cole and 
thee tet wate oot the feeb rade that spanned 
the cole rm ba ar 




















ge fom cals, heron lates end 

































seal lc tighspoere by hs Fed nt mor, Hi fe Inher ar, 
‘Stns edd setae sup pa ronment sperma 
‘aie 

“he St sft col ws hl Som Blom's mie, then two yeas 
eg ter wd Bir omice 





Sherwood ied inching ad sted wth I He ad « doe yeae 
spremimun se on om ld est of the Hind Hila Tale He ened 
Pal tr pst In is yen his Lind wat opel up Se honest 





“The fall, wicer ud sping of 1919-1800 were spent Ip Ton at 
Sere Berl Wohool ne He ook ete and ome Rarer we 








Kies tel te cl, he wld The hore wr a 
‘Whe the Benedict were Town, Col Basten an Toily cared 
je Spy Halon 

Bock inthe Hand Hilt the 120 Shermod buth up 2 herd of 








Anica The came the [8G with oop daw and depres, 
‘Worle died sp sed pst wos coped bar Sheena woke 
ots tie aig ad watrng of xe ae 
ies on alr met or ee) ond peu to ee 
feral’ mes south Each morn the smn drove ale pasture 
‘a Wrought Dee back nthe semen he err hn prot 

Mex Benet bane some ofthe Hn Hil Lae Seba teacers 
She took an ase pet ise commonly pay ee al ge Her 
‘Sil pros lew Sheed a garden, espeineng th 
iS vcable uch Koblrbpunyion tata, eey, te She 
Feed years sod empl mang agar ow them. The 
TMewtment a toggle, During the 3 shed men bael of 
‘icity gallons gor 20 Hanna. merchants 

mi te aes 
aye of sins wor apt of ory. Benet led 
frm» dato Thve were na tony, no il dup ery Fw 
{hot thers woe dete ovis who tude iil tp 
Snes at my Tur One numorale ight a doctor es 
‘Sheree’ ther moe windy ld ond ely darks herein ra 
Sherweats hose wee young nly tun 0 the male, neces 
feilogring spt er Shr a the ee epee of ing 
(ncn bone nae darkens oer tein be cd not om end 
fenen by an inesant ind, He sampled purpone De Wale 
pune che al bt tras be ha ct 

Tegelty was seed ibe tine Min Helen Fowler (and ile 
ake Stolen) bake he leg To nine the pn of fren 
tile purty n-a demos, Srv! and Mike Hlapson ced 
‘Plime Br lth gil eh ay T posed feces 
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There wore Bett Bugg bone drawn seller sir ago 
but ong the wheel and tT theca en npn tea a 
{ee The mame gee lnghing tnt the Pre Maer af Canad 
RB, Benet 


There wee dasstorms wo Blinding ad Macening that «deer 
sometimes ws woe 0 theft Yo hs venice Soe fe 
ite they ode anit nage wih sch Sack lard at 











Thee were graboppes tht te fen the ge of ld twats 
the cents dl fold ling is summer 








"There wor Rus tie and eamblewed rag som the pear 
ke thon of grey easel cay slog. Many of te mee 
topped by he fone, nbc tk th the wpetinee f ke lg 
‘eds aa tumble ated sed opps whe the wind bown peal 
Ile lyn Ih vome fences fo iow expe where le ow 
tl then sine stove te tng de bop 














“Thre wee lode of le ny and sow atin rom 
of Canad to fed hungry ck whe ope hd fle 





“Tare ware sok Bering, Onto shes lof del ad end 
he were goa to were the idan hetng when pers cre 
iis but the sl, ugh sabe af ed had ay ther gt Ss 
tle our abr with thom, ve em a wy, ingle he fa Tis 
Ist wr tml) sagen fr te chglr ony rot cameo 
to an ty rn pred he ego 
wher ad ove out Innate pone fo cach Sie tone 
Some we 














Jobs for young pple were almaetnon-scent. The grvemment 
spsred # wine pga oo wel of ous aig ht encour 
ie tenance ef many. Teprovod apna inaracton, gym 
resing png knots rpc coking evig,cneralning aed 
vier Th pon we nl ied 





Stool conte to pete It the builgs fl oto dice 
Teche alan wer det on, Grans wer sven by the goer 
‘hen ee Stor dint fds for ai, te ry 
led pin ba te approve bythe gotemment Then thee 
‘es were Some. Con eh on aa stolen of te 
td pt nw the ha of lc eae the rg aa The phe 
othe aol et sey at tnt the Bands ell who wee 
‘lucent to spend many tn ld choo blige when hey enone 
Tv rye consdeed hess he tunedin fare During i wont 
{iat petal sal cost alee One, whee ugh, tcl sow 
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Thee bar log dw nes bea ko pal An ee 
ec eden fc pride ithe uperp ofthe oa bo! ot 








Tr 1989 Shersod decd to gui the nth and gp tak 10 the 
(vd dtr eng Don carry ot Hay 

‘Sheryod Barl Benet paced away October 21, 196. Mex. Bone 
isl tesa Ol Rene and Ne tl the once Maar Shan, 
tw ona and ope the Ole farm. The son Bryon nod wie 
Feely Mary Thoms, tine at Canmore wb May opti easy 

Boy teck Bal foe Brewer Bas Senex. Rlad dauphes 
Dine ward Cary Sanam of Ninn Ti Te Ey 

ean Beedle maid HE, (Tom) Pay fey of Wet, They 
sone che’ Calgary mere Tam wots forthe Deven of Albers, 
{wo daughtes, Marlyn and Heather, at 

‘Don Benet marin a Fling of Ha. They ave the oy 
Da Jno mek oan oli mio ham len atndig nie 
Bay saa 'Beey tad Beky who te presokrs 

Frnt Ba marl li ut, ama of ati, 
The} nowlveIn Bakes, Calon where Frank x pring 
ovate They ane tt dap Dos, Jone, and Callen 
nd or Rodney, a of who are sending so 
































Miz. Beis, None 
Servod Heneise He tap 1 ‘pall Rand Schoa  1913 
OID and tyne ahd seme ea weve Jot more ie 
rouming the Bal ound Fat Ache was the oly hase ter oso 
St i, be bed tn aw el 
lec abe bat dare cen wl ot get hr, Bary evening 
‘hy wut» nal snprmp rate 2 Me. eter mead i 
Heap the mare cold galley tte mes without oping soil 
il tn de ane. She as evenly famed ost 
‘oun ga a abe eed bso sale 



























schoo at Wakrust, Indlana, and now spends a lot of hit ne wth 
ial fs gh hy ta ig 
them hme fhe cone wo thn He mr nd they ae 
fron whee dee 

He recalling che «ed light antelope up the ala ave 
4 Hanon ie ie te ears 4 tl ed erally’ om 
ha wth ty Sou pot sony bet ty okey now th ett 
nd of Sond Aves and headed cto tp, 















































































steadel north of Jct elds od en ve with Jock for ree 
Sus, Later he butt» cwnrom hoe thi ui whee elo 








With one and ner thee o for anes and il wo 
Syd el the singe ded gen Sled sm ra ad 
‘Soe neighbor, Billy Millard, wd they played many guns of ch 








Malignn and relied 10 Ednonton where be lived with Me and Mr 
Rober Mila former Had il reent iediin106) te 











MR. AND AIRS. ANTON NEUBAUER 


voyo andthe Hand ile fe {01t Me Rasp plogied ome 
tal tr lhe they ald ld to sch wad ste ty a no nll 
{ST Ake ener ve baled fom sag cn by for Santi, Me 
FNesboer then lp bill the onde for te CAR Ine ough 











ie Meuger, the olden gl, remeber ihe pe to ihe simp 
wit hese an Boggy si ha perane memoria of Te (ye 
he stayed th them for ame tne sr ber matric n 103 


“They prospered sod bt ap 2 very Hine farm, When the snkweed we 
desist ein mea sed TE the whl fy ay 
Showed up and generally doing what w sprayer does today with mock 
is alr Aly tnd ont sm ral os ope of ME Necbers 
‘pecalin anda mild tale Neca chien bad ome owe 














adolf pag clint Je the Hoh El Boye Band fr sever 


Aloo 1996 Mr and Mis, Neubaur moved Hanna, Rad and 
his se Upia lard er svc yor fe home ple. dalled 
eo mn of tags ond sp Boek curtg dye which 
‘ould canspond to a young mats omer tly 








1964 Ral and i ey soldi arm t Aled Kel and 
ameval i's lm wet of Dear nme be spot sonra yout he 
iy bois Ie aly sting te Clery 
























































White campeon te suas quarter of 28.2915, Me. Win 








Pahl hed to boro Bl ony pace hb 
ny the day or Bl own the poy 10 en 
Iida shorn some duck os pi eats dh het 





{ope and beaded mes, with Ba and his be In how para Ba 
They avd at Leonard Mach se nine meray an person 
mw unite is tve hoes fom te ow to ees te ses: Mi 
Siete Card Heche farm Costa's where hey mana 
te eal i nd wd rng tes back, Willams ota ny 
dco upto he umawaye athe ed De River 








Hi Mon Got Sepprt fad te en and eon he 

far wa 1096 whe they eel to te tow of sna, Me Seppe 

(ied che 1 and Mz Stepper” pase way sean eas Ite. oe 
wong son Hal ued ey te 108 


Bil Sept rnee Oela Kee t1018 and they made dhe Ham 
cy he lle Ren! farm. Ball served fhe army tn the Fie Word Wr 
‘They red four ere inves Presume 
‘dba wid ts fie eden? Ane nivel Ed Mond and bey 
Ine ath Sted shld four miles northwest of Hiner Stel Bra 
Imad Water rath of Besse and hey hve one duit, May 
‘mond marred Joy Galamens, iy aan ive one daughter snd lve 
mt penton the McDonell a, 





























Me and Mr: il Seppe brat iit wading soir 
on fancy 24,108 te Sper pas any 0b Augen 25,198 





‘lc mari Ane Hoover and they Hed on thle arm foe fee 
year ual droveht and depreson eco tan tp moves Tey wo 
amon i. 56° whore he have cet ver sos "Toey ae 
hildvens War, Rosen Clays tw Dope Aer sod Bil Sophia 
frre Chis Mauogr of Carb and hey have five dau and 











nto Siegrist and they led a al secon 
southwest of lan ile ade Sc i 9, Thy be ve auger 
Tron Moni Vist, Alene and Lama, The gia ere elle Sgr 
fayed hl slot af many euntyCheseens omer 0 
wre Rodel Ford many Yours ad be never dil have 
‘cat road's fam, be tole Hower sme ery scr 
re at rely stl the as tinea every nee et 
Fie aso fd tube peng eter om lar. In [0 Thy owed 
Mine flat whe ty te tly. 

















Jsbe macd Hie Rawle ed they Ue 0, fa est et 
‘Oi unity sume Han 1858 Ty tied oa Boye: Le 
‘eed Vile Boni fan maroed Rath Anders and Rod rsety 
teed Cathy Anders Ener ume 
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Jake remember le shoo yea he Ha ils Lake Se! aboot 
A poersby, several ad he siden bad st ot certain fence po 
Sr ead very cos oem bout fr week Me Harty Shoals 

i te ene thatthe sow were Slag om se pos tf. 





He aso remembers Miss Pat anes wh taught 1818, Se roe 
‘Slat other hdr, ha pecan of re tamed wen the 
‘Shel cape ting fund ove he seal pounds when she came 
tHe horse ed thom wh abe go een ih thom ae tok of for 
To ie he fa en a ber Jose trad an out 2 er 
ER Me Morgny.on tober bore lsat er. Sheed ard 
(fd ut whee oof the saul yard, but no one ee 

















(Chi Sipprt marta Enon Racer snd they ad ee cir, 

lac te de 15 Layee, Vivant Edy. Ci Iie marc 

Files Mca en ty el lon Seren Ste vgs of Nacine 
re hy al rie 

Fred Sipprt-mared the hind Raver se, Clann, and they 

sete on the hae place ws ty farmed ol 1085 A son ped 

Sts levine Anne (Sms) un daughe tou 

al marvind Ray Rowe ander frm 

Fad Gage Kara hey 

ve Mint maria 























{i dad pny fren tte, Vln 
ese In Tama, Marre narted Cares Fe 
abc Cal ad Gedo Rowland Cary, the youn 
rl 











Dan Slepert mari ina Sulz (ktm) who hed twos by 
‘tome maog, Howe ad Walle, Wallace st ante deat 
ISH cys stench el oat of im Howard red Bety 
Hie of Shona and thy fara Sw mes south of Hanna on the 
El lon far Cita abd ida fr he Par ds 

‘Olga Seppo mari Emanoel Pah, Tie story wl spear 
laut nth bak 

The Slepper lanl oe fhe bgt inthe Hand Hl, comping 
ten cen fity-te rndctlen and any oe a rine 











MR. AND MRS, WILLIAM DIFCHFIELD 
br ian (Mae) Joana 

Me. 1. W. Distield came frm Presi, acai, Bla 10 
sci wih hs pens at Caren Pe, Ono, when he wat then 
feu of age Hare he mae Mise Anno Taomly and they move 
Team Mania Aer feiog ture fr several yeas hey moved 
Sth etre tthe Handle whee ey oo up homereade 
Sn pectded i bid lng rae troy house fr tbl fly 














children Me, Diseld was svg Orange, 2 Conserv 
fed mover se, dank on amore Hie anges ange ah 
‘ci He had shay fe planting 
White coming bane fn ering of i ladge ne einy dark 
slog ct lore in'n i ll f we, Wh al 
‘hy coals the alight fat the whl were ll 
get ty cele they had owed tthe emp. 
Me. Dish i one of 
ssacts. Too wn Seed th 
‘ithe bunds wad a be baer 








Ie Jep fo wth plenty of ont He bred and cued them rey tern 

















The Dich omy ihe many cows apd Me Did made 
1 nip to lawn wh Batt rn and ops very wes. A sles a 
11th Tam one day hes Mix chided ened te ep l the 
























th chan tum hf at le ty 
rT saan ad's had te to tp leghing bot Mec 
Diehl, & ply, amp woven eo nr aie td vied 
‘lsman for dinnceSbe hod tates many pie or ee sookng in Kile 
Sey belo coming toh Hl ne the Dicey awed 
‘Mulls ware oti hate «fine ered loner 

Mr ith psd ema in 124 and Mx Dll dad 157 

The Soe gis ll manic faery Rei ad Mi. Clara 
More are ow slr Ale mar Rodeph Shands 





Bil and ary operated the farm ans ger acing fr many 
hater ere ever maid "Ty eed ana 108 
Ske any din 1060 a Bil alowed 1968 





oc at amp cle marl Dc Robin end hy be he 





ro's Novt: Eriy Dil wile ill ingle wat one of he 
ruler young gis of hee generation snd aug my of the younger 
ee hwo aneep, ure dens ad fax to Ely had an ects 
omblng nah wick cud rg osrwis al day, whn he 
inthe the we loge wt er 


Bly Diels her's English sn when very yo 
tnd he ievaabymiplicel ise When destin the High sa 















































srk in Calguy, abot 1952 fi std This weak, stars hall 
Mariah ly lary pe = tune f Rounds inthe EMO ond 
“ioe tt ther cose hums nth ses mae di an Unhealy 
hdr cost afl. 


MR. AND MRS, RL, SILVERTHORN 





atta a eam 





ly tn the seme of 1911 T made ay fist rip fom. Ade 
she own Court at 9 ct ite, to ad Te Ua 
This allel by for hone tam, cosine 

Tris Pae an af the hee ands Tr mowed ny dee 











1 toni leer, having mised cnet, start» Boose ed having 
one ne realig. ot ste apr progres on te homed 

(On the soon sp Me. Marin, staring bore roc 
svar hn, ook my hors along within Wi my ies ml cows 
Feet i come IT cet bad four day of rub, fr wan then 
i tn cos the open fr Uy ad ever Ben mild 








‘On this rp my wl, Bs, drown cam of pons cha to a 
‘ons Bend Tae bogey wove ler and spp on 
Wace emte of hen Ins sky cntige rapped sscrly Tb the 
eed cur paral sn, P 









1p ie tit meant sgh pate el dot oe md swarms 
snc Syne hows nop leech, els ty ford ad fen 





ecpng out orrght; but othe days everyone mat coving in He 
‘Butmct aod se atopancs weet code harsh. 





‘Our son, Pal dil in 1918 nd ws sed in Hana 8 aogier 
ara soe mee rn at Hand Hila Our dghte, lem her bb 
{ia two gl nom lve on the RCAF. Sion (CEB), Cold Lake 
Ane Je wie nd five cide ie Nana, Bit Calabi 





In 1919 we move lever, Saachewen, where we rel fr 
twenty gua My wile nd T mowed to Bee Cumbia to 398 ng 





At the tic Had He Stape T ot people Lh nt een 





Ener can rnty" of thr shen ned andhlen, One man herd 
‘Slo the umap lr Cee Mey 008 Heb be ws 





Geol he den 


avons Nors: A siter of Mix Siveriborn,« Mint Laur Co 
srs cow the ly tench a Hn Hil Lake Sco 





A pleated by tre hundred pope was dat he Sethe 
farm ie TA. A few bucng bores wae iden and valor sont 
‘Sch at fot mesh jumps eed igh Beking were led bye 
Sowa” Se fre yout lar the Hand ile ike Stade bel 
‘incay sce the Tae fom the Slvr fam where bar Bt 








Ryd Sirebor homenetdad near bis toiher Lome end ait = 
few pes ving eat the coms hie af Hand Hl Late he ae 
Deli Alberta, whee be seed for many yeas. Mit Coon ald her 
Ino Oscar Murdock The ied wat lr aie by Mie Haron 


Ryd did in Dela srund 1050 and Mx Siero tring in 
S¢ Joupis Hasta! in Edo, 





Tom DEVINE 


art in tone ebcre ut ineesng tens i that ts sone Remap 
[Altern sound 1008 He want ery onthe Bow River Gleen 
fa foyer end then in 11 came ou Hard ills ete od 
That ha" homeened by Pry Mekinno, His ll 'well bu 
brn and small ple ox th ld), wht sere hse 
Ev Kime fr sone yf pt sd soe fey ens afr 
Is dathand sims staat Ton might be mr sad te pase 
{Fa puma lake veal wel ‘The place wi cety hong by Allon 
Siewat who wh bs we ran, ose ome eo alr er 
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Dang hi stay i du Hand Hills, Tom was oe of thet intr 
sting tices somos He aknaber ora nego cae 
‘Suny «chuckle during the duty 1HDr when pope neal someting 
{ertake th minds aw deb, King Bes agave Sle Fehr 
Frcs Hollwo Moye, Spies Cay. he Thing, Camnsndiem, Rowny 
ee, fnioy Cricket BS, Sho, Pukey Js Spgs nd Windy 
Preaek wet ome, 











He rode he hare “foe” for many years ll ough the hile spre 
ing the cal ee a fe ero Gi rt gig le Wee) 
{ane vised At Aid many ofthe ely ser he ok bi edn 
ofthe Inked fine job of saking ot the gine: but uke mst of the 
‘ie cry sein Tom soon this patos Tong ate wap 











oly before siting down st neghbors table tha be had jst Hise 
ropes, but lxing, argent be would edge Gaver the ble and fd 
"Sha plc,sctine bt x evap wines ha and sully 
witbout wastage the amen of te hry ke ee nt 
owed sch Ubi these A progr appetite or alt form of 
ieee pe pal of cook swage ame him sea eo 
pt a tom home. ew ot common Toh op Sk 
Fi eps of ech milk without «stop while slog ely convertion 
srk te powers and dep rp sole 

Jing the able bldg shete mouth 3 he ote 
No nt be eae 




















Taher 


He wore checked sol the hott at sho throat at all dines 
even wh stg the pden ithe umn tin, Romo od i 











acauved inthe State of Mantana, won fe was hanged tod lier cal 
‘AC any exie dhe Ge stayed on und. Tons hints aod inna Bept 


Ald Tam never mare heeled the company of 
the dite news He thorugh enjoyed the cartoon in 
‘sean tht yoad fun atthe Seal Coe payy and Willa Abe 
ne oe wl i ont ew ee, Hh 
eras indice bere be ae nee 












Disk Congrove tlt tle of Tonal hich Tom ated one 
meow to aide in the graveside the ce. The cbt had to be 
‘Rove mile hep Som burying To prema 








x Cato, Tom spent ls I wins in the 
the summertllow wes ne right nd the neighhoe bays reset so sear 
iran sctap tony port toe Tom cold wig 8 sade to ete 











1m ls ast ger, Tor mas ble to ge the fon dalla ¢ month 
old oge penton dnt was vee loa her ce wa ll enough 
This ney ht, Copeman yous choot mele al ne peony & 

ie Tom fear at isd ae og whee wa ool 
le hig tame tne tic, Alor egos eis od 
Sil female ut patent was oe ane of Tom's longa 











1 genuine, cantankerns but web, oddimer. 


IMR. AND MRS, MIKE HARRISON 
Me. and Ms, Hain ative in the Hana Hl stn in September 
1914 setng othe Fk St homered snd preston er Sets 
25:25 15 Wt ofthe four marin ner yng ao eng to Se 
‘Stent land othe mts quiere 38.90.18 West othe fo 











sual the loa hoes mel teeta OTT a 


iis 



















































“he ean gg aoe Bre shay was» fr sh 
EE’Sched ‘wise eeaier ote lanly were le etendonce er 


While on the fim Mo. H 





wa ies being etd fora 








the boys were ei oa por sky, bea Bong Ale 
{in te Han ill Bros Hostey Cis hes compe eof Haren 





“The Hann boys hae very pen appre dig the 195 





wher tnowty et Me tne, el Senge ey la er 
‘eae tw he bt aS young oye ek on ors 





oeien ed aoe ae that ane 
Ti yume wor by bi wry wel 
ahve paw ene tle bythe 


he pny Sais dhe Har 
poced any of the 
tubes eek 











Hockey was the fvoite sport of the Hoy and when wether was 
fn nes ol be donned lm svery seeing or seas the 
thin thin the bar ora Bene ne inde as 
forty The. neghor che, th, Rowden, ln, Spt 
ects Cale'and Peon felped t caw te pack sud the poe 
Tein the dark. many pucks bee Jot ut th twenty ese 
‘Tiina the dann hes mee abweysweably vale and» phe 
we tie sopped Tr le of a pack Carnes mee feqseny played 
‘Heer wut detnen: Dept tis, galt wore body ened at mes. 
‘Ope Tod ol sy te puck bad ged the ise comer af the gar 
fiber the sed pl ot aero my me ve he 
‘op Many inc taken hurt ptt snow sovale o belre the 
(tbo ecb ad rch wee Swaps fa aber fs ed 
‘Sheil thew to frp tm oing ype down 





























In 1850 Me and Mx arson od youngs on, Ble owed to 
aoa hte th) He so Mew Hanson dent ope 10, 196 
Mier fang igen” Mir Hse then med to Calgnry wba Be 
if oge ening wd heath He slated is eid cay 
in November, 190 











Memtrs of the any are one dau, sh sone Unig, te-s¥0 

Titer te eden. ured Andoow Dorn of Nein, They ha 2 
vege uence for many yer and a pret Te n Calg 
BEG swt Maret Cinna of Ero e bought the Ty 



























DMR. AND MS, EMANUEL FAPCHNER 






























































he 16 when mony was mance os has se Fim 
so Boos Ghee man of te ea ae set many we 
alin home i ih the coca prs ocowed rm 











ny people the, dpreion yeas. the F 


ura Ses ey We 





hui ve eile ae fll: Ee sa Andy Ung at Bob 
ven Se tein wi the fer, Alea mad wo Bee 
Fe ee, Sue Dut Sly mad we Alf Doering ed 
ae a Alber, They ried on farm he, Parr 
Tete Ge eng on; Me ware wo Dene 


Mute f Canoe 














IMR, AND MRS. OSCAR ROWDEN 





‘sear eae op fom OH 
ae nts To tse aren Oar sew Hone 
a te samme of that eer: John and Bil Car, Grogs 
ot Tila mae top ont toe Henne 
Tp posed to Bll Dave for his in the Hand Hil, Bil Davis 
Hoste beri of Ova at Haley nd a lari kon 














5 bis pce bore 

















te co 0 Bae tee of Pars cry bral sar in 145, Osa 
been ee be lathes th apnea Hand ls Lae Sol 
ad tec Thread wre Having piel mame een Le 





it Ae chong in Nee Pht bib oval 








wan tate Stet alent 





shine tout hid Ineo tek which sete he 
Fear ae ee Hanns unde ft doe ow the 
sete Not mcr dependabe ot 8 en 









Cvear woul be me gpd layer, at the dimes wee 
Ral be sid wk Keg the ngs ae he 




















Thaw rede in Mand ae sc 





Thole oldest xn Robert mil Jie Stab and firme south 

several years. They have two children: a som, Larry, and» daughter, 

$n aly oot wanddouter, Pat marcel Sley Bek ond be 
cist enol Fi, They have two davghters and one son 












































hie schon a the Bull Pound Scoala ping is 


wee ol Hat 
‘oofimatn as svcral years previous and Ed alwsye spe highly of 
Hii Gout Ht tents scsi om 6 ve Hone ed purty 
Ett ays Sh op ta pls os Bl 
























A double ow of evergreen which were pan 10 the vores of 
tic balding sn Holy lend ey 





Jn 1857 EA Ig the Git suber ed tay de 
feria ell when he sll out 1055, pry ue Bd seca 











‘One ead Jenuey een. Ba as cilled pan to take an expectant 
sr ba the babys noel and dd ew 





























here thy have mae tr 











shows on Roa Ase ted inns hatt a pny est 
hen 





Tie lst degrada mae Joe Marin and tht ownget 
aught Laara mart Dab ‘hey beth ear of Hana 





aod they took over the fora. tt 1048 bere they remain voley, Henry 
{hay ble he boys mere snming scat rbbery ie on ene af the sou 
‘White Sigpet muta te lot one of ht evibe on 

wading jb hors rescad he rub 


the Hanns Bost Cub, ie = 




















MR. AND DIRS, JAMES MALCOLM 
Mr Jas Males ws bom In K Sealand oe of den 











the Hand Hil ren Calgary aod took aeining quarter fed under 
ie Soller Steen Be 





sect Sey amen et we sa tl 25 wh 





suyed fn he Hao Hille die oot 1908 
ot ome thr scoing at Hand Hls Lae 


ee sever ya hey Lived on the Maniac: place ia the seer 
sessed ola st oh el te i 

ia ihe umes when ds war ysl: Me Maen hed lt 
‘ope a hth ofthe pir 30 st ld Clb oma opeing th, 
‘iPivtoe led win snd che bad table ering ln ten lop 

















Me. and Moz Malo were oth expt fine dence tn 
enamide inpromp Highland. gat» Clo Hs 
THEE "The apple woe deafening, Me Malem Teel seg a 
iter song When he and Me" Baonicman cee me og Han 
fr Setry sgh ey bo soneuned ero wih “Th 

‘Woe Hine on He and "Rep Rat On ToT Ea fhe Rea 

















































“Tho winter of 105 Nw Mas 
tiny dys wih Jak Fa ack of the calnary 
writ emer hor Taher panels ter had wiser oo 
She they ied ack fr Stn 





Viet ad Ia pnts mont 
oor bee eset 








{128 Males tered farm jst tof Re Roe Schoo whee 
ley ved onl 18. They sue Rihlo where dey sed un 
ir i i ee Nk Th 
mCi Kael (Viet): Nee Sy Black (ikl 
fin who speedy Ting in Henn 


























DAM (BOB) FERRIS 


arm atoth of Hand ils Lake Soa” Hie ed wa 












‘ow sod kar heres rekon ity woe os, ond 
Foon hd esto weriary ws and rs lle oot nny ter 
{ces he rd ne ne alec 





oh cried Hal Ligon’ A sant of er wander, Sam 
Lvs ss hs Hav al of Pr, Calg a the er 
seal he Cyd sw = Linen 
























Hazel an Bopha foseen siden: wo of thm da 
a taby aed the old som, Dc, wie wortng on ano ig sou 











“he ng cide ae May, Laura, Bil, Deen, Clilod. Mev 
Caml Robes, Glenda, Nonna, A, and Daroe. The 2 ls 





IMR. AND MRS, JOHN PRESTON. 
Mr, an Moka Pron le Will Roarsogh In Chair, Eng 
lan 18 ws tr lp chide Baym maid wi, was 
tecompenled by hs we Caden an we son Bll Ty me te 
Tinvy' Soule enced and Bb Preston took op rence on 8 Tam 
A mle wet oft acho 
Silly and Joo inmialy ward claus atthe Hand HM Take 
Shoal tn foe cede to thew cer Caan Jot bow 
The game af mont cold be, Wer ad ot tala he gamete sro 
















































eft Re come bu her wetting hi dete al Sid ete 
it ao had esting Se we wee soon all proctang fo came 
tie many Engh pol cong Candee sy el 
Ting fora lay sa O84 they moved to Cente Pol and ler to 
Fae whee Bay Une for ay oars. Lat they moved Hina 
toa Calgary. 
1950 Me. and Mr, Pen selene th ith 
enay: Me, Proton pls say i Angus of 105 and Ne 
Hoe 19g, 
Rath Fairweather, aod Mi. Sarah Olewtead of Hanna; Joe of Richdale 


Fred ed Jk In Vira an 





ob and Catbrine Pen contnoe to fam se ld and Bob 











Aetpal wo sopport en rer rong ly by worhing Inthe undnound 
{hat tray eds ta 198 they ene Stem were they 
leroad ntl reany moving to Craigs, whte Bh ded 108 


Cotumtia; Googe, Cages Ped Crtigmyly John, Drambler, Raber 
{4 BrkyJop of Rel Mx Madge Cod, Hana Mr Cathe 
Sa, Sees Mr Ro Koo nd ran Hrs ok 














(MR, AND MRS, BILL METZGER 


Me and Me. Bal Magra fly seed on the Hay Shoat 
farm 10 Sel of thelr eile rend lt toe Hod 
Fils Lake Sibel, sound Harton semen «lnge lack hr tht 


a 

















































Geng Meer de. He made perfor every ering when eared 
fe toe "Ehe hose ould stand on is I Tet tnd pow ibe 





The deprelon ad por cops fo the fay to more 1 tha 
Dyumullr isc 1836 ner they moved to Winbarn and hen to 
the ine take det 








Genege, hit wile Ove, an fe cle, oe at Ino a doe 
nl two children, Hive at Penhold; Leh mrvied Jamies Hawk and they 
tree chien, They tbe thr home a Pool: are sie 
ome wih Alito od fem Sa 














Fred Shriher and Once Hanson came frm Gnd Be 
‘Suntn, dew an Inproved Img 

i Hina Herd te fet te tanga to come fo the an 
ther when he rie Api, 80. Fred Shr nme to weeks ater 











Thy spent two yur muking for Jae Gl and Dan Sener and 
tenn 108 Bcd Shri rete the pace homed. by Go 

Ferd in 1010 and sent ever pus ffmiog ons orn. Ora spe 
Sone Hanm's Number On bre this ist mp i 18 
‘wet rely tps th th lng o Pete Kright wo wee the 














Fred Sher we unlcky Ih dat eas srg farm when 





‘a Nis goes government freight car and had di gods shipped 
tye Albans weet ly spat te oto a lee 











b HENRY stu 
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Bly’ shop wus a sr of community 
a ea i ie ay wold ey 














Abas, Bly serv fo obiny oe a seetiry of the Ha Hl 
Take Sol wd alo or mtr he Hand His lub, Hsp 
‘ip we excmrdnariy at od pec, uch ie his wk 











Robin nd tr TOT hy omg Bs fr aed mowed othe Hand 
twos plo the weigh could tu quick ob ne eto ging all 





The wey towns Bach Bly and Hltry seed he aso 
irs an never ely eared ba = pb ns woth 

Henry didn September of 1952 fro, snd wih hi death th 
empminy Bach sp dish The so DIG mod aod 
ining tn Calgary. Hy sin brother Howard, cma noo ep 
‘hop on ort Cente See er Calg 














tee ner mare Myers Panes nd they peste &Yowlng and 


‘an all he tw of Hanna 








MR. AND MRS, OSCAR MURDOCK 

1010 He operated Ivery stable in Michio! from 1918 to 1820, Av that 
Me eee, Mord come te Hand He wc and wet 

‘Mende mony tne mec wt hart ees eal Bice Ma 














Te wn nay dy 1 ade buy sl Bae al many ine 
anil or ie Ie All snd tht dr om Wallace re to 
ital Fills Lake Sool wa heey ofS ter ce 





















































1825 the Marck family sot back to Michicht where Oar 
lookup the tne fous whith plik slong with oe cee 
{a death tn 1064 The feral wae be Apel fn but mor 
Ks tbe contd up « tee scm and we bord Ap atd that 
eing Ape oa Day 





Alter Ose?’ dh Mr, Mand ed wh ha sn Wallace, ie 
‘ile and oe len on ter frm one ele eth of Mich 





‘She opt erage eres all har 
tee deeb 1950 that soe es i 











(MR, AND MRS. JOCK FAIRWEATHER 

JOCK FAIRWEATHER war « Seutsh inmigrnt who sine to 
Mast in 1012 aed ae seg with diction tte Path Bra 
foemeriyomed by Wile Shouts on the et se of Hand Hils Lake 

He rel howses sever ips ewcen Hand Hil Lake and Mii 
bot fone everihing exept hs Such een 

He bong his ne Model T Fur in M25 when the rp tuned 
‘SN Robbins farm hte spke to Bills the gue and eked it he wished « 
fe tot, the drove on mth at answer me ene iar ot 
fet theca ped 

He em Rath Pro 1006 and they ad Sou hen finn 
mari has two enn and ves on far in Sakatchewany 
Inari Ji Rebbe of Hino and they have three chdren Joa, ber 
‘taba Ent Hanon at vent Vaal 


























Jock denned the alr once again daring the Sond Woe War, 
whet be ele in the Van one Guan ned seve int dine 

Mr ade Faron veto to Han In 155 Jk dl tn 
toot the age of sevetyigh years rx Fewster wt ee In 





(CHARLIE SHOULIS 
iy who was one of the Ces Shols chiren, sted 
on te Eater Eames son air is ven fam ovens wae be 


Tough nthe Ft Ware Wer 


He wa avery capable sin aed played for many dancer he 
‘Cub Hign, ie Pl Kol play the alin sd hark the pan, 
Sod with cepa gna can enon watching he wih in 






































tin, The orcs pelrmed Inthe cme of heb 
















anced around Fld Kole ston his one foe lle 
the eat lest eg Incest th 

| fy abs the plane, was equally a vigizous and 
eel cae sie He says sii the 
ning alt be call ruc with st 


bared down shot 1902 of 1923 and Ch 








2; Aa gl enn, a Bl mewn 





MR. AND MRS. ED BELL 
‘ated nar the Bl sac end 0 
lig of my emia with my goed eg 





to gather for rorenton i te 


i's homatend 
‘sty days which 









ong bral bl 
Many times when dieing tbe eis of divans we ude 
agree o hte re made nod contests eld” Rake were tai Ay 





ings bor | ean rememinr anyone etiog Tne They were 
pod ellows who ooh nat lest 

































































et, Sloe Bll Robins, Happy Dl, Wi 
FS Bl rd rel owl Gon 


ter Peake, Bob McCall, 
re Eset, To Laude, Bi 














1 worked at «cowboy and hore tan stan aly ages He bp 
J, Miler in ssng and "loting the sock forthe fst shows Bld 
the ler sanc for Red. Cou beni wine rie mney Ee 
fmonoy fr is clics apse very stone competion, Prbt fo Gi 
Eel en fet at Chuck and’ Por inthe sail bre oma 
Compete in lay rue wnning many’ prs in thi eat one he yon 
Herd Hil, Dab, Steer Hanna tnd ether dou thee 
Stoiher cowboy who has coved ar much of the Rig Caunty tn the 
‘dite o Ed BOL He trad hones othe ol ito Suan, 
Sted nthe ene rounds etme te Bow and toe Red Deve Ries 
in fale re the ig bore oun moth of the Row Re 
TOI8. Wien the changs were beng made Tee deg homes 10 car 
tnd deat hors to tractor power EA ought and shipped hondeed of 
Kors to ths ars, Doe his expense an emcee td well 
tripe adds hone be crest «lube pickup man at samy ows 
feds 

















One of Bs sndale ores was + Beau Hle bay, prey bal 
for iin wa allowed to uw him one cutng Bors Sed be bed 
1 be the mar seal and wiling ho terre; an T ave den 
‘many gied ones since coming to Alara fn 7. Dany wa a od 
Seevieble ore onl he veahed tage of twentno Yeon Whe 
[El rtied ne ied the age ty in [O5, 


Bd usd to break honor for neighbors a wll hit wn sock, any 
shelter ban hy Ed oul depende pon, Sue rer wood 
Sito be mounted and harness ore ne te owt ebay 
‘then be nie wih thom: Spry gies and hp mere ot wel lest 
Siealtly nese. 











‘er the coming of cam Mist ye Robins, 4 ative and 
pple lel ge td Bd ee mar Over the sooeding yes they 
Reve butt up's hard of Heston cae which fr eet ty ancy 
tod Fay’ tne inthe bond such tht te knows every anal 
FtSname, amcor toh Ed as serveur try ste ee tet 
of the Waste Sick Growers Anecition for tn gears Thy sel 
Ing on ht rg! mestead dnd and megs wn ving 
‘hom sl get the wine warm wslcome tht Sythe ery oncere 











DMR. AND MRS. SAM RUST 

Me, and Mrs. Sana Rot ad thre small iron cme on rot 
Ros io Canada tn I910, Gstre cn remember wating we rll 
by the sip we they cron te oan ins lnc whe be Ws tes ears 
‘ol Hie nit remembers ping in an overturned wagon bor wih Hs 








elder bts, Dave i ie dad and 
wither" ele to get thee sl Hove Sompleed on the sorte 
‘are of Seco 28-2018, Ths st so ahack wat ull on» Bh 
inert where they ou ee som tiey mies n several dean 
Fee permment house wat pot ap larder south on lower pound 














Thal fit well wre doom nt ile a hs ws suposed dient 
ato water, ut hey wate the ete for some tine at 4 >0NS 
alt me sort ond by Me. LiKe 


Mt Rust plowed In for Mr. Ee wi four hes and # walking 
ow to car ie mony, but wh the Welders bonght « seam 
ne in 012 be got thc to brs gue few eres for bi. Gost 
Sa ie sme feng suck ta dougie ge sd bing a 
etfs orks at he sgh nly ean te machine 
Sree fecaslntrthe Clony hope were aac the nome Of 
er ae ore iat one all ough they mere tng fm, 

















tn the wiser of 112 the big stam out of Weiler was 
theotlng othe Rest form high wind ws blowing i the sack 
com ie she of he engine. Nine men were nable to ual 
See br mange wo gt the separ polled Yo soley, abou! 
‘Resa oaesa wiat were borne tthe sack 

Min Ros id 1502 a wo chien Alex and Eli died n 1803 
one Mie dauger Ol, ad elore the tay emit 12 Canada, 
Fee ett Sidr his and lo, md bre igor ren rs 
inc aml ve em the Rost rm 

fm HET Me. Rost mide tp t Rumanie and cme back wi « 
ses aod pes for hi chile. The armed al 1988 whe hey 
wees Hanne and atta, Onyoon Bh Columbia, They then 
PE a check wher he did TSS and Me st died 1962 
esr thar een, Oo and Wil lve o New Wests, Bish 
Commie 

The olde dughet, Til, marrod Geoge More and thy ie In 
Dewar where Gere operetta atk TV shop. Thar eden 
Peis Gourges cmnrs nf Marc all vein Dram, Asn. Ralph 
ttc Bie don Siewert He peas amy fn 105. Hs 
ser, by Slepprt, ves north of Hana apd on Richard et 
rocks Guat mnried Dacahy Bagel andy stl ve om the fa 
SIN" umd” ty Gott Hane. Toey_ ave two chen, Mis 
way Church ix Calgny and Eves Uving wih hi wile and We 
en an ating ae 

Dave an Gust at ne tie were the bate for te al bs 
teach a ln played for many ns he 180 an 1906 hong wt 
JOE "Dictate Gace. Temenber Dave Ros ding the most 
oe sae Charen Tevet sn anyone perform ov atthe Clb ord 






















































































Lyle marcel August Schmidt, They hve shee iden. Anse 
Stepper ver In Hann, Clarence io Elmont and Bae Bate 
Creson, Brish Colbie For sera yur hey ti Ms Res farm 
an Arne made her fist wp tothe Hand Hs Lake Stal on 4 ig 
White beer dat rele thw lng ms a very alberta wal 
aoe lke small sod sere p thew but magel hep cacy 








Berta mavied Auge Man and hey fried the me place when 
Sam Rest eat Hana In 5 theyll fer Oven, Bits Calum 
Spel ee al on im Tht iden re Ralph w rnc Gers 
Colts Marjorie fn Ontro and Syne tr Vanones, Bern Let 
rte Ed Vargo ard they operate ine ft rm In Onmous ea. 
erating on espe, ol which they have many var. They have tw 

















Caroline marie Irn Fano sa they have vee dileen: Beri, 
Maxine tad Staney who aca at Wack cents sd bh won 
{hey snd the Hla Sod. 





MR. GOrTLIER SHEWERRT 


Me: Gout Siewert ce frm the Sates tothe Mayon dit 
tn 110" Alter hart ay the he bly he ete 











fn a omsiead ear Marin. Helo ened po «homed Ne 
‘em in the Hand Hil om Und whe Meal Ms len Pa 
pa 

Around 1916 he mari Rose Pal and for some tne led the 





dl a the amy ster lt of work ado tine to get np me 
Ae ojure hms when hi cnc Woke fering bel and sometine 
Inter develope wf ad ded sound TSI8 or Nb dang the fa epee 
His wie ater mated Me Ker and is rset ling Cage 











‘Thee are many ey plans of the ditt aboot whoo we hu 
very He tafamntnn, 10 te allowing Sova ee lr fon nee 











‘TED AND CLEM GARDINER spent a est one wine nthe Hard 
le wiring ele, and ost easly al thelr herd tthe hase wine 
cf 1906-002. There statu of Clan Garner In tbe Horan’ all 








[RALPH BENEDICT cameo the Hind Hil n 1008 wih he Uncle 
‘Sherrod and Wok up homered and pre-empted Iter fd 
by Bob Terr, He werd fr bs unie"whic proving ups homestead 
ad then tase Yo OLS Later he moved to Weshngon an aly 








GEORGE HARDING bamesded arian 1910 nd mand Lite 
John. Two of. dhe thee dilren Mabey Viki and Torn ated 





‘hol Hand Hil Lake Sch Tey ha‘ sll hed of eu bat 








up by 1822 and Me. Haring advertied in the Hand Hil Stampede 
Dos the sei es Te ee thee lak ball 


nthe summer of 9 they moved to the Grand race aren where 
they Tare for sera yest Some tine ner Googe sede. 


MR, FRED BAKER came oth Hand Hills om Karey, Menltabs 
wich the Chee Shoals ly and sed on the soe al of Se 
Tyo, ile ibe realie that some forty years late tere 
Te Huerian fants ve on to his olf omenead. He served 
the Fist Ward War and bn ie sear oral ne restaurant in 

















Hanne, He ler vet Yak Bish Columb, where he asd acing 
Aig ie ow dees, 


eee 


oe 









IMR. WHLLIAN SHOUTS eo came from Klaoey wth the Chet 
Shon family and homestead lod Ite ood by Tak 

Altar er tic an ing eg 
AM Langdon, Ms Shaul Crank he wae afletonately eld by Bt 
{Ganchidrey me he hase wi ssn Hay apis oly. He Ted 











fee fori yeas an always reed Catan prs fom is ol 
ind It. Henne He pandasughtr Bese remembers pling is 
ithe for sport ad then rennin tossed is wee He pase any 


Ba btay of 190. 


ROY SHOULTS, « brother w Hay, homestead the sutwet 
uerer of secon twenty and worked ih his rather Hay for so 
Fear fe the roa contro hoses, He seed the Fat World War 
Ted suyed en is matador ney bor tne x several years the 
‘ave Wott (Red), Vern, Hora to Don steed Same 5 Hand 
His Laie Seo Don ed ew years got Hanna 











Mr an Mx net Thorton sted with Mr, Shou while Roy 
vee tay nd eed te fe hotiose sve ul the soem 
Nithough shoroge ect in May the fist yent ied any plat 












































Me. ‘Thorton (Cosky) pervert spd sold vegetbien 
Stevie, Bo amos moved swny and test 


Hunn 








FRED SHOULTS,« brother of Ces Shou, wa «tllor by trade 
feet oe fie bade tucine buses in McGregor. Manton, He 


‘fie othe Hud Hil and ommended she lend later armed for ms 
es by Bb Pree. le ye he ery ew yee, 





IMR. AND MRS. FRANK STARK homescaded he Ind whee the 
Hand Hil Tae Sa I Fito was one of the cay sho 
hoard member and th to sone Allert ae Esl tended schol tl 
186, Atte in te blewd the Camly toned sy. 








PADDY MeKINNON and ARTHUR BENTLEY were ey seers 
on the Tor Devine and Dave Wi fe who Yl 40 sy the vee 
these yrs an make the semary improvement for hits, 








UTTERIAN BRETHREN 





ev McMillan Colony at High River pr 


casa sane twenty etme of Taal this Res bn the alo 
TG5t and have sno enlarged thei bling wo npprinuely wen 
wore ce of we t thirty men and four glo di the ssking 





lor sn rote owt Inver lt tine se ten lange linge 
he: perene mere cling sist baw hun, Mr Sen Kn 
‘thr minister, te ce! bos of the colony and Jake Wipt Sethe 
Hana bo EW Wig oo ‘dango the ory. 
when Su Klcssee way snd ar the cit eet and epirman 
Ir ebays een avery by mtn At present Sine Wipf hg ie 
‘he wor inthe wea shop sad giving E's moments fr rege 














“The clren cn schoo nw bling. ond by. 








sl atm church for sti inthe evenings tnd Sa 
1 German school In the morning rove Hou om eight se 
fn the evening fr ene hor hm tree Tou ity. Pl Wi 
Bae fee their Geran tach ftom th bopaning 

‘The regular tetsbars ive. bon ax lowe; Ms, Ada Benedict 





perso) Mex Rll Moti, MeL. Belle Matlck Mis Helen ie 
Sayre Evalyn Diser and George Speer 





“There ane ow abot one hundred and ceven people inthe clony 
ncteing eden, ‘od some crelen cops comings 
Fides ning an autem og enlrpin, tele ned hep dy 
ted bee sate « mht ude, hee sires eileen 
AickeIn early year the eons ened to be alt self suet 
making all thie own clots, food ard tle bat ally ey ee 
pending more on machine oo the sty wor and thy re fading 


26 




















ROADS AND TELEPHONES 





for Pouce Rivera eer gre The ones wh taped red to work fl 
tome ft nc andl by doing rover te fll th 2 far 
ins ‘ea 1 wes ural to Reve on (our hore out gn 4 paw to 
Tomen the ait abe ditches and fur or five men with fhe four-hase 

frencr to bal the dit ont the rnd. Ucan well emer 
ll noe at Malin corers Shorty Mavtoy the rod bos 
ver ol hating dt dwn the sty il to wow atthe 
ram Unie the Iai was ld up wit consralepressore the 
ain aod eae dale out lee wet tothe Boom an 
‘domping She Terme woul be almart unoeemary MW, Pla 
Shea the cry ond former in thie di ae Bi ob 
‘he bye wih he fens where to Garp the, nd generly mane 
te ulti of the feds Trg the sage The arly grades arse 
rest eek bury wile cenugh fot oe aut ac when ty moe 
ied N's for foe way tlic on 





























The February, 1950, the femers of the oro decided 6 frm # ond 
improvement asesinn. The hey sofa he sping of 1848, hen 
mi bt the ain rns wer hd for mote tells from Febrary 
ienthual May pave the bpetas sro Terry ot ey Bel 
ins rctng 0 Ronald Fans arm. Onar Rowen was the fet 
‘aryuret Osar donald ad pevioly sled sone thee 
T and gerety fe dll om besincamnen Hsia op buy 
Wm pow. The Is ne pce wes Berger ad wat ple bend 




























































Te proved unsalacory 0 wat protply tend. Richton 

ed plow Wes ther creed td thee eal aed nthe 
Sommoniy, Ble Pathner war the ft operator ative dole and 
ity ent per how, Ler Ox Ceaumuan he pf sett ers 
week, saying wherver the plow happened to arrive night. He saw 
Bo po mean to sme eck a there we ats of blowing do Bete. 
The peopl thi resold that he was down tere fing, Osa 
nse, rally enjoyed th Holley, ving at emer be had Rot sen 
hae 














EL Doering har bon the oper ver since Oscar Graomann's eth 














sd has dane an exelent J He ps pve the cable 
teens and not worry wry uch aout ow many hous a work 
Ie ut in 

"he Special Are ae ben ploing snow in tl ar or she years 
tow and wl evenly have 4 manly onthe snow ro 

This scool dlr did wie phaoe serves etiely unl about 
100 when » roa inown asthe Lite Sx who fly wed les oo 
‘he Bal Pound decded to exablsh barh wi serve, Ale 0 ery few 


yar it was deed that they would alae the grup tnd fn st 
the foverman epee 0 in 144 sed ft wie ad sal 
tos tom onuied Ener north of Sunmyack snd sth of Younes 
‘wee Bought Too gus bere were weled tered purl led 
iit creosote om the Geant Yor farm. A fie wes ull ‘round the 
Bros to hat the cessor, an then with the d's frmhand the od 
sen fle ww ier won nh ht mare Nt 
‘he nextday, bo ll evened andthe pont were rove ely. 

3 Dr, 4h Hand Le Tepe Copy Lid 
ws formed wth twenty bars ate hued andy dla exch 
‘ad wenty-te ls of ple line but w Has. Grant Yoder and 
Bese were the Se pasent ard screary. An advert te 
Fee Pras Weeki sting for tua repos 
from a Sokatciewen redo 




















ete allowing ers 


Gao, Suhatchewin 
Rebus 17,104 





Dese Sr: 


have fu the pape da 
oe yore skin or, My bo 





ws want telephone box 1 ot ahe 
Une he name fee ones 
EE Nanher cette. 55 Hf you sent to buy T went ty dll ca 
she Jost the ne apd the Hod you wan. Spee le ie Sin = 
fas ax you can Tw hip you the fon Bene T dont nee aa 














Teer, fer leer mas sent hy our iephone company 
llc ten dela or tis un, 
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T hve rete yor leer an you are ffeing me twenty della 
she ton got butog on de ae figs Ue sng erator 
emma ut Lan ot gl ol tment dala 
Be'ten send me tyery to dlls enh nad {wil peed ou the box 
the he ood shapes name af the bx noth 

Soi you wit buy thea end he oe we at a 4 


ci wos exely a Be bak deribed. Our 
iphone ive worked que wll and ct of out 
ted ports eal inthe ground 


























w the pest time were Alber la, Cmie Dicer, Gall, Ost 
Rowen Herb Sewory Wier Phi: Henry’ Xarg and Lesa, Pahl 
Trouble soters ave be Ed Gal, Wile Pa, Mella Pah and 
Tron Pt 





RURAL MAIL. DELIVERY 


Sometime daring the 1830 the grverient deeded 0 deliver al 
to thn wor sod ihe fet lan te or the sontract wat Bi Ovens 
Hewes squad to aver the mail tice wecly on Roste Four Wich 








‘ads Td van sme bye mile In 





Tn the sumer months Bil ute hi 127 Chet 
wip twie weely iver the it ond, The Deas were 

ihe nos othe alton wer nde by spplng te ca int 
Sate a alin Cth When the tw go tt dp te lack 
mare nt Gh vee i ih ah pk pg 
throne Every omly aed sey forthe tt came end al 
i we fe ihe cullanton was sealing Up om 














Bt] Omens J drove the rote many tes ane Janice 
hie ses ove! ed lng oe the ie 











jk turns diving the route, abd managed xo get thoogh the roads 
erwin witout ising har sgh Fad spent many hous shove 
pate all ton when i et gute reach th end of long dt 








Par Roote Thee 198 ed 
route hs ew exeded iE 
fest ler tbe mal 

i Spondin tice wet, 


the eu wer fine. Ree the 
Mondays and Thums hed Be in 









































Art was never i # bury and coed nathing beter 
with whocer he tet at th mallioe He based rt 

iit noon meas xt Matha Bowring farm fame, Mes Pcombe recent 
tents sss blow te any ml out fade Bil Owen aoe Ford 
Silvan bane eso ped swe. es Malgove of Spondin mow making 
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he on ut ra ma te nt rd 
pe Sige Ree ale ar 
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Aeadorr beta 


-ag-~-} nia 




























































CHAPTER XI 


¥ Pasait A, Madonna 





es lal fin, des i 
‘tn fone, Syl death aad tow it mace ey 
Filo grave symbol a preety tn, asia fs tnveton by. wd 
‘mips symbol of slide, tld deserted voek- packed fount 

‘Ta hat remain of enya prac home, How sible How fil 
“har chis great terminal moraine depose ete eerie dam 
the departing acer ofthe Gat foe Age shoul uo tamer lang 


Along hee gee the rocks ve evs hen the bulls conor 
‘he ftemes cone, he lider soe, ad the ck leer glory. Rocks 
‘sedimentary, feos nnd mecimorpie seston canbe chosen at 
Siem Eee et cy protic ook ple Tete eners ve peel 
snimpresvely snot and roan Gur tthe reared on 
foe ith gli Gesunde te Fett ove 
tl Ue are sbterd and eaken. Year by show year the rocks work 
vent trou the tb-el andthe sds deg Inxsoby othe sr 
i the lntrston of beatae et Sortie at ene ek il etre 
‘cjoote to the lndowner, ln daperton he yi 
ih, balla or dynamite rele i tment 
fromthe vl ling All wrt, shapes se scr rock tay be 
Scand. The Hand Hille morale repr the oly ween Canadian 
‘ure of apes pen gently sought y rack picker. Like the demoed 
‘hich can only be ety anther mond, Bese sons pla bet hy 
Contac wih ead eter Lapuarse have pve tha ly th) 
fed conc eachother te tue Beaty of the ees vt 

































People a, ae like the rca. Fom many count they eam, 
Aico roy tn appearance and at Rov the “Rocky Fl 
thy sce, flared by the bea sd nt of sooo! and mage 
fin, und the lecl prea which lord tem rete Bat 
ntact wth ea her cng hems The hard dg of anima 
‘ned and sth, and they He! fn eltve harmony, bended tet 
fo confor ina common cise. Sametimen too ane ly hed ook 
before his te bunt es fevae whe tbe horeed on the ge 
oP ncier nh Ist to br respawn petal leaders, 
ts te lnk Back we rain that pms rele kde aly by le 
ted soto, many a pom wat cally ignred war sone So 
‘he pre rok ie 

















Asunge dsrct—only tn miles fom the trving town of Hanne 
yt sllering almost nbiable pangs of lan tad oe denlgmc 
Niany a eed sllowanee ere wot river ened ane miny » ened one 
So ie tied soe non-enene Only wo ron es the ene 
tres olay ad te eset one por ero 
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Wie HePheson Joo Rese! aod Dead Senet 





The lll st ol each wh ght Roky Tl Bt 0 
anc sede ange ew Sone, Ma Wik 
ST ante ye bit Laven Misr Damsprs Min Mr 
‘Murphy, Miss Mary ikke! Mis Laks MeDonalé, Mss Myre Hunter 
MAS? Buon Demead Ol Mer Sih” Mi Eas Ree 

















Mis rene McCarthy, Mir Elsah Fate, Ne 
Mile abhi We tcerly ee tht ti teeing 
faye n Rocky Hil a incomplete, 


The reetch for the Rocky Hil dict a teen done by Betty 
ud Alport Monch with some naan from Pais MeDerald. For any 
fl forthe conden you uve pe 





(CHHRISTIAN OST AND FAMILY 
Dy wi Maino td eof leone a, hn 
rel, fur daughter Halle Mare an Be. 
oft ns att ot fon, bone ah enor Berl 
ltange new county clo Canada We sewed ta Hanna, Abe 
ox Gusbe twenty fost M2. We wee met atthe ian by Pat 
‘each (mise af the Hanon Laftran Choch) and one ens from 
fur awn county, who bad weed in Canada ether a fe eu’ of 
mons before ty ad ho abel made o awned tht 
Fein Canada Ty gave ws shel end jobs tl we ound ond that 
wuld aor 5 bay te make cur new himes. We manned to do this 


























My botherintaw, Me: Rosas, and pled our money and 
bought «arm toe, fon sus south of Ha, ao known at to 
Stats plce in he Rely Hil dic. Our eden, Chinn J and 
Hulda, tended the Roky Hil Sel we we ve thre 








“This was ony mal fm, ane-balf eto. At rl ebay 
192g {snd my share tomy brohe-alam, Mir Rosin, ete 
sober fer oor oh of Hana 











1 ought four hors, come, ut cok llr the machinery 
so 1 went'weking lor sods ak neighbors and sek thir machinery 
ih return wort lor Joes Garis wo owed ten oar a land 
1 ade si le of ene tor fo a cote wor, te 
four bores aia blader ge 0 forty ots sre 


‘Ao mye wan gut having Yo ave evr operations We mee 
Uist alin two mre chen toe sn Oran, an danger, Ha 
Keen nthe Henna Hospi 1 and 1S 
































THT held bls nw hue agree an cm 
the arm af Me: Schicla m Scape in EL Uy 1964 T led Bul 








ne mens ope wae pry land wit the money Vd 
{okey had improved fom 180K Then during, TQ, feo 
reid mri and were othe own Wath only the two ung 
‘Hiren et td my helm ton god we decd al oot Aa we 
trove only rong me desided pot buy ve manor 

moved ty Calgnty im 1048 Hate we sade cur newb 
nop andar il reding a (06 "TA'St NE, Calgay 








1 gota job with Bennet snd White Contacton Co. and workod 
siti Yor ites yer, Dong thie tine I eld bold he nw 
‘Sine Feypta Haly Crs wo any large ahs ete avouphont 
heey of Clg 











‘Our two youngest citren fn thelr chosing 
marco ap sg ete i Calgary ear os Tred In 196, 

Me. and Mr, C. Ox ve weve siltven, They ae: CHRISTIAN: 
mar Shiey, Rayong, Roger Pirlo, Hay Jou Richards Rhone 
Bron and Liye 











HILDA-arred Willard Diogo allie at Watts Thy ave 
chien Scare now Mr ery Robi of Ste, Leste Clea 
ond Gay a bone 





Thay adapta een Banna and Harel sod 





‘Sie de 





led Saeed they ve dre sons, Maia 
d's oe sn) Salcy aod Dawe at hie, Ty 





ae pend ey Even ted ig 





OSCAR Parca Hathings and live in Calgry with thei 
eden, Cale, Jans and Ly 





Amare Ere Schnell and lve in C 
children Kary snd Dek 


The wile and I are very thank © be ale to enjoy out home ee 
out hath ster ll the hardhip and adele In a ts ns sing 
‘> Canal, our bone 





















































‘THE MR, AND MRS, EARL HOWATT STORY AND 
THE MR. AND MRS, ELMER MUMERT STORY 
1s sou 10 Pauses MeDowaio ay rir Eisen Moses 


el Howat homescaed in the Ricky HI dtc. He, mori 
Mave’ tiynlnen of the Golden Hilary (Ut wil undbuely be of 
urs muy years that bee aie Hida vig n 
WVancuver with young date Eleanor, ute confident tat he 
Wie to see hls handed bay in Jer 1962). "The Howat 
Fad duce sll ten and Mi Howat wat np wih ht orth 
(ested suck fn OOK Eat was throw met plow a So ser 
Injrel he dete the cst gan of De. Beaendole he pused 
tay few day nie nthe Hanon Hoop 











ar ed Marie hed four ede 


MARIE ALICE now Mix, Aled Pedeson of Bathe. That 
chit te: Kenney Hsing Gara Dale, Lore, Disney Lye and 
Tey 


EARLINE—Mrs. Cal “Tig Artarng of Thar, has three daugh 
tes Adeline, Coie se Kare, 








EARL JR—marsied Ew Fawort and let st Andros, ‘Their 
dulren weave ot for thelr ecepsonal acl ena are: Wayae, 
Mer, Sharan Mvin, Chariots Dury Malin, Clarence, Cre, Ae, 
Kleven and Oven 


LILLIAN baby who never koe for father) wae asl. y 
Me and Ms Grant Yer, fs ber moe’ denis 940 She moved 
te ihe cos hth Yoder whee de met asd maid Pal Tea 
“They be tee sons ta toe dager” Roland, Donald, Bradley and 
Tre. 

or afew years Mis Howatt managed withthe help of Bet fly 
‘hen 198 she mend Ener Mumort They had ewe soa: MARVIN, 
tt mariedBeuy Bian “They. Ive in Edeomtn wath te de 
Tvghten Man, Martha and Tem DWAYNE, and’ le Maly 
nner {practe maton of the Hive Hospital) have the Tllostog 
Biden: Jody Sie Bn, Eabets and De 


The Howatt ilies wete all ondst or ast Monde: and, Me 
Mumert dea wie thatthe oeld have # Bck-ye, Hod-haled 
Curie When Loma was torn st ight slack one craig (190, 
Mare las wih war rate, but Marie ped sway at fw och 











LEONA, mari Lome Peynter end mies ber home at Monte. 
‘BCmear for Se ok The fly ave Toray, Som, Lamy (de 
fess), Dtrin and Deal 





se 








In 1944, Olve Gren, of Vernon, BC, came home wth Ethel 
ote tom Bible Scoot for’ tht vil Hare se met Elser Mamet 

though they met, pt tna tm Oster, ae cheetly 
Spe they have rpte yet TOA thy moved to Youngtown were 


tity hve since made Une tame, The tlre are: PHILIP, wha ar 
Ml Andee Waer, Tac ie iy Hanna wih thelr dsugbe, Sher 
LINDA waned lan Tord sf Chinook: They, have one so, James 
DAVID: who at pst working for Wally Armasong has teed 
te ted et Pras Bile Fate 








This eptomy of “ompound” ove bat eset fe centeni 
prot ntl by ane ofthe dogs, Ealing, now Mix Tip Armstrong. 
Bhetmae enc amily = gogham ibelth wih age enteral endl 

he center Weiten ial tex ore ard te edge ae ha se 
{ithe branches ofthe tree comport tame and Ther decent. 
‘Wha incr 'way to prove that Shu bonds of Tove ae tral 











MR, AND MRS. JACOB RAESSLER 
(os run nv Mins. Jane Steen) 

The Races came 1 Canade fom Verso, Rasa Tel: doughs, 
aie (ne Jake Sept) was oly sven doy ald when they. began 
the loop ip lem the Old County, Tae nt snp wae the pe 
ar 01 whe they moved to Cortatons That fall ey moved ete 
Hand Hi Wines come early thet yen and te ome wan made ort 
the doubeered wagon bor turned pide down wih rks tucked 
sou the oto i erp ou the wnt want, my ste, fae, 
sed four ehilren sorrel th rt Canaan wee, 














In I9UT they bul eve by eee al back, ord wth sae 
for aot nd i IB12 ty bowler lone leet lation 
And int wa ai conse to cer he growing en 





{1912 Me Reser join the an who were hesling the lmber 
nd ‘ther bling mater ftom Caso for the Hanna’ tomes A 
‘und tip took aut tee days Hie fm cond f one ov ae 
‘me and he me ws many tripe pole lp rod the fry 
wiih seme of the neces tld 8 expend theif, a2 wel 0 
roves wit grsske. Towns the en of Hr absen Ns. Reeser 
Eide fond forthe ay aept putes for tree wack peo 








In [9161915 cy bale he lmber and douse wich sill stands 
on the homed, Ms Recta ramped the md ted aw he ght 
Wosbee) andthe crn ll aid in backs t the forme where 
lad ‘Thacgh wae hard wor, Hse dow pt well lng sro 
 onhsppy sn the bery tek. Ths hone wat very wat ad Pecos 
nd nope by il the fay. 








ler dd 1808 ands sons continued on he far for 


so 










































Mis, Rauslr was remand Gn 153 19 Coad Potent For Sve 
years thay tade ther home at Acme, then moved to Calgary Mis 
Paifooth yas aay te Febary of 1058 Thr hen wet 








TILLIE (Mr. Blk Gite), Lacombe, They 














Tey fave tye and to 


ELSIE—maril Jake Stepper, Ha 
han and Rady 








CLARA(Mes Fed Sicper), Hanna tt seven len Ena 
marred Ruby Rustane sr, Lamia Raph (decent) mol Annie 
Schmiltone daughter, Shes. Vide (is Gangs Kee)-tve chien 
Darrel roa, Brad, Bary, Shay. Maron (Ste Clvence lone) 
(Got, har sen’Mori es Boh Crh). Dru hse 
‘ors and ane dngheoe Case (Min, Geen Roel) Cal, Gay 

















EMMA (dowased) Mx. Chitin Sieppert, had thre chen, 
rence, Ede ond Vive, 





ed vey Head. Tay lve i Sexi wih ther the 





MELITA (Mis Reb Gren) 


ELMIERame bic wo he farm sot 1958 td stay amt aout 
We At preset he els in Calgary 











Me. ices Sue Ii up at sh tals about dhe ps, She rele 
the cal year heron mate whe, dete the fa it mosey wat 
rey sae, pps was tron companion’ The peel oy 
UF heekng tpeter, af caring aut and charhy tah days perce 








brotght them = pec of min cd today’s bulging pokes 





ihe foun bbl rm the ip todays indigent ee tes 


MR, AND MIR, 4 





HORTY™ MePHIERSON 


Shorty Meher honed inthe Rocky Ide in the 
ter mr of BH Seppres Eryn le ne wast fe tres 
Ws Red even pt lad brs eer 
ake tarred ip Dea He ad the date Bp No fs 
‘Szureck, of Drumheller. She has one Jone fer, Mee Des te 
tqoed) fad one tn tnd tne dnp lr foi ies Blam 


Doris Mrz Der ties In Calgary. Sh has no lanl 
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Frome helenging to his inter Veterinarian Randall ince the solder, 
moved the peo Desh aod stued the mound, To gures sf "Did he 
foe die Reno dada, "Not only deve led work” 























as ru Pvis MeDonaso nv Mas Cites) 

Mr aad Mex Goteb Zan came to Canad i 1910 and sted fn 
the at af he ody TH diet: They bod tee hen, Robert, 
Soom taved wil ane ei, Mary and Orlin, bo od hd 
Having two ele each 





7 he she cum to ve it be ten, Min Zain 1028. Thr 
poner me wat devo of faites and az Mix Ck had been 
Wainer e mur soe lt dhe east hog that ameter’ esse a 
hd wats daovragel and atte she would hve retuned ber 
Tieton 'i‘she cod ive evi the pie of he fre However she 
ecinel an oporuily to work i the wpa la Hanna aed omens 
Tecvig elie of pope ec he caf eft tons eng trae © 


si 









































































speak the languge she ack i home not ironing what it wor what 
TPipeant Whe Za nex ied her the noe hr the paper 
tnd ad, “don't ow what this paper they pie me, Pehape sey 
ie oe tied wth my movie and wah gfe ma" Mire Zab ha 
(ui time convincing ber thet the pes of paper wat more hy 
pn 

‘The Zane lot the Hand His f 123 fr Oregon Gly, Oren, 
wire they led fra yee They mv Callas sere tty ened 
IM'nchigg Ms Za dal 1067 and Mes Za ls panniog © 
'o Hanna this seer slang wi her members of is fry 








Chris Werner, wile and dager Ema migrate fom Lelong 
earl, arving ip Hanne in Jooe of HUT. They tok Up rides 
fn the Zahn Sch unter across fom Da Sewers Aout tise Jone 
Ter they moved 1 the Sein Preion frm In 1030 hy move 
Uda, Bean Cafumbia bse rtrned nthe fall nd moved othe 
Kilonoath plac. 


Me, Werer rcs the ft eine f bags rm Wilow 
Cok ery the Te Rade, Ries and Wore Bade together, 
Crowbar they said int the ale bat the oan wae raen and 
Sipping opcstion mere ow: Toy aout of Td and had al 
BePhe te lame for the Bonen vt they dared tse boat the 
Cal A litle om remind tn tbe pall and they alowed ake Widen 
(ex Were’s boar, ho wes wrking for he Bard) Yo drink the 
ie of the jem Paliy” on the lurth day they made heme. Joke 
tals 'to his ser, "Whats for super? eStedl abe calla bck 
STI tl 'you one sing” Jobn led. bac, “yon vet made 




















rom the Kishmonih ple the chen were then by hose and 
scondont shrogh the nor pre to the ky Hl Scho One alr 
on afer Ch lke te Li x,y wet ving at Rade, ws 
{ack by the tine they got avy ands heey fg ed or he se 
Nothing lasted gt te familiar ile 'and lima seed oe 
Sed desl The dog wanted ta go one wn, the nam wo proce 
“der pott anther way: Fly Chis ave up ao te har lowed 
‘he dg. Tnuph they Bought in ancy to som gai, be wes al 
cringed ey bad Tod in ay 





Soom wed to det wp unepectlly through the Kino 
lat Me_Wret of had toe» binder twine ple tthe dot 
{o eoure his rem to he howe rom the urs One wir the snow 
‘te nde try edt bash the hard packed alt xp om fling 
Uitte Once Me Were lol hell wie keing chon and Cre 





ad 








i 1051 when Helmut was working in Calgary, Chis sled a 





sper cs Min Werner wl tog fr bp, Kept snow pucks 
Pm for soe and all days Gayo ooh). an the crcl pal 
Shad 

In rat mod Mire Ros, so Me. aod Ms 





Winter svelte Haan wht they al rede FOr ab 
Helmut and Mice ved the Kinanoth ple, then moving to 
Hina where Heimat worked at the Jollee sean ntendan. They ow 
feat onthe Racer plac he Alpha are with her den, Calin 
td Pet 














s, Fone Mis, Renbld Rain, ees inthe Hind 
ro von, Wesay and Staley, and « dghtr 





Guanve Newman and Adaph Rssler wese arid t ater wheze 
surame was Pepe, Newmate moved to ie Fano pace tthe Ale 
‘Esc io 108 cod ltr mone (te Ji Kl pss. They had 
thee children Annie Wille nt 0) 


‘While they weet 
Aregent vt tt Te 











‘eng fences un casing general 
voc One Sunday teroon Rees Radon, Wormers and isers 
fue to vt: Newman fd no dee: oxt Adolph Racer hed brow 
Testes Seating coer tad sed the snthasatcdg o the ealge. He 
(tte idly sro she eabullings and gererally ened tach an 
progr atthe women an chen came othe then ro 

Tr ther supine tll caened vars the kites. Th women 
‘hike bet then rtm but be thie cones Tega 10. oe the 
deer: Tn the srw kits the bull gllpe, reoged and wedge 
The women arcade thrive rem vile he men 
treed mighty to deledge the weed ve Tw men crewed 
































|A. WEE NOOK IN THE HAND 








Tim was or i the year 1872 In Phir, Send, Alter recting 
‘ns aluatan, the tell ging abroad to sn adventure spied Bt 
te te Alsen fn the coi 18s ad rere in mpage thn er 
‘Saniing fm The allo dry no Qusen and county during the Boe 
‘War sn hi serving i tie Yar 150-10. Upon. daar be 
‘ren to Sind ora ew yar bl agin the wos to ap abvnd os 
























































found hin Canada Arising Albert lo 190 be ome 
Hind Hilson NM 1 See 5, Twp. 0, RTS W. 4h to be four on 
thevcasern Slope of th bore Tit fn 100 hs bee we empl 
acl homatader The Praie Trl toro the haste and pst 
The howe was regard ar ame of te main rons to Han fom teas 
feike south anf ete fins s0 amen calles droped for sels 
Gr ossy ovemight incadng ecoted olen, lad sky and ei 
thes gut to end I K-wes net amuse fndsornoe fad droped 
and mde shir own eal lving » ole of hn This war he 
tr honee of the wane ert ha tine 














“The ie of « ach bce ane of tnnotny tthe hamster, 
Inco wes n Hsing vod the grestt mere of star when the 
Eittal «lady wus wont and Jat ha hopper to fn in 116 whe the 
troiage he Onl Wishon tok ple Airc nate of the county 
round root, Ont, the young lay come dist to Calgary fa 1913, 
nd Tost tie ong te nemest stl aren of Hanne: The CPR, 
rain wey boarded tram Lace changing tus gu to Cason ed 
then Hanon by foam snd igh At that fine she GNUR. rally wee 
“tlm she oul ming the fit paenge tein see. gals 
Hote with de shinog veer td's brar bend the ttn, plato 
tog on the wekote onthe beutfal sonny day. Mie Wicon bad 
the deinton of owning te fe mlinery sue Hava sodas bad 
the raisfertame of eing i bared to de gouod io yrs ater at it 
Iecaton en Second Arcos, The sre wis recs and. busines 
tootinued ts sual. The nacn of young tance deep inthe Hand 
ils ceentuly reed nthe ilies cree coming 10 = seat 
the meting bel cin 1016. The yar tat flowed were sa 
to ttf ter ester pots with the trl ey, sorrows tod 





























In 1018 Chine Ons and James Alon were tors to loss the 
tame bt sow inthe deget mensre Srey 12D when the tint 
teh paudnway atthe apt of ighow oath aad are bord her 
inthe lana Comey 


The Pa Lake et xc mish the Kinnmonth amily’ intrest 
scale were hopt thr for anime pst, Im yars ne By i ws the 
roca leep ves ver the wines ond mare te Tllowng yet 
Teal oe, ve cut they ware ep fro addon yea, depending 
in the muriet tends Wal Tn cite: bayer eu at Te Carder, 
Ap Burne repre, would fuel purchase te cate and they 

‘hth Goer Head ot we beleve Ito be nom known 
ike Inpera Rench hear Byeoor, te atering pot pit 

















Dorey wat boon in 121 and Lenard 1925 and seal hee 
chao a te rch, ring host, sighing the slopes and watching 


sid 


rom te hil hehind the vse fr sight of the a emg rm th 
ther farm wth the hare cing rn town 











Jl wasn the Manipal Coun or many yer wih thebeats 
i ie Rk HS Bo gill oo my 








Bait miler nor othe ranch ome forthe eae wh 
sin use to burda deme Ding the lng eld wir I Was 
{ey othe tle to how the cides would ee unde the entese 
“anditons und with o leone yu jst halt have faith in Gd nt 
a oe wal 





Mes, Kinlomonth had a ier, Geog, who came wos Inthe ster 
teens and arid Jes Hamion ho ewaed the fiw tlt hop 
tl his dees abot 109 Mx Hain rerned  Ontar pasog, 








‘On many ean Jin showed cai atthe Calgary Fat Sack Show 
the fll wang pb ribbon on theft sl cate slaw aie tom 
Hand Hill mask ember of te Sou Aan "Uterine 
Socio in wich tk Keir ar yee wile fang, 
‘eto Aiie 








Hamers rel itching «rope to the Cher, tang car wth 
Dal on the endothe rope end Mt diving whe they ad te 
Sr though «sasy mud pd. There mas ees Don Ben pal 
ite hoy who akaowinpy bt grey Maced ap tine Sead all 
all ner te back door dit Jem Payne ace ene, nels 
the dlisous rll eat gmk tsk fom the ld cal stave en at 
Kamo Never tara ty an good. snes! she cpl Mex 
Kininmomth noqted the rt of ting Model T Fed he te Rs 
me fo wing tnd iught more than tae new one ow to dees 8 

















Th 1894, afer years of hard work and fouent 
the fay moved tothe west Ale 





wr tal fasting ope 
could be cared on ina mare smpattsale Doethy and Lend 
ented their scoing wih Dorey frteing he Cag sed 
Iner'vas epoyed. bythe Tera Bah pra ther ora 
Redvers Pareyof Bale in 1953. They have tw shen, Jane end Ne, 
ond far wes of Bale one il 

















zoned cart on with ied ering etepise nine miles north 
snd west of Ale und is Kecly interred ince Sd ng big ge 


James Kinlomomt pase snuy in 1957 andi bare in Ques 
Pk cemeey Mr Kista ie ace al temas on fe 
wth Leonard 


GGancng eastward rm the forest the foils of the Rockies 
‘he Kinin sl eal the wae be fede aed ncghbre of he 


sis 
























































Hand tile aod the townspeople of Hanna, Asche years rll by one 
Chere the gud ld apr abd th fog roads somehow bec a 
Aigvey of lesan menor, 


IMR. BEN EVENSON took oat « homes Rocky HI where 
he td wit ison Thor sad his dnghter Bending. Tho went 
teres br Word War Tih a Canadian conigent, He was among 
hw who sale the els f piso as which Teh wih & 
‘rete lang contin. Flowing is sarge from tt ey, be got 
[{(b Seeing onthe mond Espo to Inlament wether brow 
‘olpmcumats which cael his untidy dst, tn 1016 flleing Ben 
lng mercoge to Feel Gib, Mr henson, let hs bomesoad and 
finde Mes hoe wth Ke dash Ruby,» randdasghte eas the day of 
sent wen equity psd ey Help fn 195. Aliza 
tres ging out of dry, bi nero, hey wad to Weer and Mr 
Wc hoes wal ttm help wih the necaary mangement Mi 
tos tok the fan) town is lmbe wagon Sor the fanaa ee, 
Mitac mere wo difclt fr car arto bare for segs ‘The burial 
$d‘wo ke plas t ltr dato the proud wat omen 0 had 








FRED NICHOLAUS lve om the guarr oat of Kinomonh', wat 
marvel and fa for een, ‘Ty et sbontTOB4 ad lst tae we 
‘fee abt wo late be was Operating 4 deny serve at Ababa 
The Ponce River bok 


DAN FAECHNER cine from Wades, Washinpon, US.A, in 
1010" homertad in Recky HUL Th fay are as flows 





ANNIE (Qe Reoboil Pla) ves fm, Hanon, Their sm, Lae, 
toot er the Yer Tan 1860, (Hs mother td father edt the 
{atm “so nel is wavogs to Ruth Toows 1057). Thole daar, 
Bany (Mes Nod Penn) ies at Medicine Hat wth tert Sons 


ERTHA™ 





DAN Crugmyle mised Lily Miler Tele chien re: James 
ine, Lag ond bea 


BILL —of Hanna marriod Theres Barger "They have rw 
aught Dada and Tr 

HERB—of Crnignyle atl Margaret Cady. Tice chien ar 
shite, Sharon and Lae. 

THARVEY—of Crlgmyle arsed Ie Fano. Thr sos ore Tyrone 
Gayton and Ralph 


EDNA (Mr. Calvn Bye) of Hanns fa tise sons Basle, who 
muced Macon Feo and es at Jer, Miso Ednoson and Gar 
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stead unl about 1988 when be move so Ha 
‘Gupay wher be al eye goo berth 








The Fant by, Dt Bo Heh nd Hay te samt 
cure Someries for “ld tine sae they poli recur 
Teel i These opoatons sporting ihe cumulated poten 
frome tv emer wher thy daw tht forme. 






MR. AND MRS. GRANT YODER 

1, Me Grane Yoder, homestead est of the Rocky Hl tn 198. 
ty Decmber of 1914 Timer Mis lle Sil in Cove, Oregon, Fr 
‘lider come to les th maninge They wee: Cac Mace, Porn 
ote ese 192), Ethel Joy and James Gro 

Lilian Howat cane to Ive wih ap whe she as eleven yea of 
age end esl conser er one ofthe fly Lian i mar 
‘Rut ud thy lv io Chivas ‘Thy ve tome sens and one 














Cele marred George Cooper who tes wet of Barend, Albers 











Thay bey 
Jones mar Vrinne Dl in 19S. Sh a pda sume wd 
is Uren They have two girls and live et Richmond, British 


itl ugh pans lms in Chiliack and Vanover. She marred 
Jim Matin aol sow lv in Parad, Ore They have no chien 


We int the Hand Hil July of 1865 and make 
‘hveue Aperientin Chill Bi Calabi 











rors Nort: Me. Yer sf thi he ity ind apd finds 
wen very dic Hloweer hn sien ery le thoughout a 
Ai repo oe waraly epoca 





ANDY McADIE homed in he Golden Hl wea tn 1914 be 
tought dre quares ofthe Hurts Bay ation lest x Rocky il 
tio, He rcs tat was fend the tine af Bk porches by the 
rmsteder hse lad boner sch at Jen Keio” Be 
versus Andy reed o Hanna 1968 and dpsed fs olin 
fo Fad sod Ken Booger, wellknown farmers he olen Hil aes, 














MRL AND MRS. CONRAD DIETER 


1 wily 0 tell some tings abot the ety days T remember 
‘hem and hse few ples Ted om my all ton at Case 
tod ‘Tites Ofc on the lst day of March 1011 and sl have the 
‘elt forthe ling foe dant remember they aed my opt bt 





teen yeas ald wrk at Cast forthe Wilt Trading Co 


st 




















ll that sommer and ame down owt my homstading dies Otber 
the teny TI, After V bad ty sack blk I gure Ten days work wil 
Dan Gren bung the Coen Hil sdb That helped yet 
wort aie, Jr T exttd ao more un be ent My. Th st wa 
Fed that ia nd we bad dance in ar oe cho! sre 

















The next May, Shots and Gibun sti oldie grade fr the 
raion P'vieel thee all sumer In the fall of 12 the en 
Ha arta That fal my gb, Jn Cooler, we eying the wall 
irom Tanne to. Gren Hilt Pos Off. te rod 4 gle hare and 
bugis. On tis parla eveng was about ive fet dow te wal 
1°02 iging nT beard it coming bre toe hx rafts Up 
Towed’ te bout de ht sre omar Abt hat the 1 
heard fim hols ar pan He called me end asked eto ce ove 
hai bin out of the that be might have ad «tho 
fo. "Drive over bere Tiled, veal U wil lp you cut of he 
The har sad pared he mse cmd gai Ton | nae Ms 
Iie let dali et ofthe bogus iing into covet. wih the 
irc Terme over ql go Ni ine he hose and nto the bd 
Fhrwat and all Heke ogra actor or bi gh away That 
fees oder but dU ould ty 1 told fm i tayo de Ea ee 
Thane the Bendis Nanchsbot Roe mes suth of es, When 1 ge 
ins the back and gor thre ert in tne, n,m had pen pad 
fel ould Br wih rl lo the Knog and flames bad Chugh 
Bote onthe sles of scorn ert, Thee be us on on eg 
tru aloe i esac Par ate he woulint hee mace trent af there 
I'put out the fre and ve ws Hanna Uns chy tn get Des Wade 
‘come with me, T tle wih hot the boggy, a Iaty hore whi 
srs puting tied. When we gon, “Doc” pce down 8 Ui, 
ocur sit "You wil have so bold lm down as Cave no toes 






























T sd, “Tha ot of my oe, but ow do To 
Sit sd of bs chen." he anewere, “and Bld bis are 























le he eof diet nares but 1 ld 














el stave Been bl ie Jl Inter than 
Golden Ht summer ion ater fot bak fm ove 
he fll of 191 T ehh Jn Kinin wa the seeretary ten 

fad ch hae going to shod thow dep. Our 
Seep of pring fe ther inking water abut hguarer f mile om 











“The teachers bad their trouble ali 1 dot eink that er seal 
cue ha sble paying the tach I do Bebeve soe oly ot enough 
Sch te pay the Grand the nat come late Tope PL ve age, 
Niven Mayne when abe tang ont our ny, oar at Dan Slower? 
flac: She Ce by one plans ee Stuy fer way to Hanna t ot 
Eovfelke: She was dering re mo stencoat ad gona ppl 
tim call, tse lala and ope Uns were all the gam the he 
lw she ence got thre to bck don't Ew, but Stay evening she 
com bak 





Societe sow wat too deep thugh the il 0 the ch 
swathed on thea ii Ale Maly west wel ler sound 
7 of te ety, Fa ep ack. Th 

i tng aha A 














People shat fad cate tall ook he evra tthe 
Theyl be OK hae plenty of gram and water” held lanl 
By ihe tine we would gto beng ar ete In alter wating fr same 
hrs to Be ighel ou ofthe costo make a tr our nyu 
Sida ty ething but bef they bad ether wer or gra ll 
Sekt Uwtat up wih sve fone nce on thes pe snd eed 
[Lat on ene tp with Sheol Eee and Charks Redding, 
Ton Tk 











4 buying tet. Tal Ga 











We sed ogo around to the dire neighbor play cards in se 
gan have tle patna sew soem hee ome ight 

Io amp hk wes to ert each te a cae 
fernd a qu plying ang hone Some lady id Por 
‘ster ino the bon! uo he ofl hh wo flow) tes pt Be wi 

















The coyote hunts wd oe prey hid an our wil picket vo 
wire fms Thi was dint tp To you could ever tl fe ch 
‘etian dey woul some orp. "The cotry wae pct wel fence ap 


sig 














several years, Robert Vila wae orn ther. Late, he family etre 
‘ete homestead to he sky HI date Here, Erwin war the tid 








Then, Bill and Mac Capen, nophos of Mx, Dieter came Tne 
swith ae the doth cf te eter Bani Tey mere Te rd 
nul completing schol Bil mare Put Mary of Hanna an ve 
algry. Tey fave tne sone” Mac Hes in Vener, Bish Call 
fod egg inthe carpentry bese 

In November, 16 Me, and Mrs, Distr ad Ein moved to Hann 
Then ober ted family bcm tees of She ae arm Ate 
lengthy nem, Mx Distr ped say” Marcy 1968. Tn January, 
‘oft Me Dae ani Ewin moved to Veron, Brits Calum, where 

sricd Mis Mille Murphy of Salman Arm, Bish Club, & 























Vila, now Mis: Don Tapensen, ive in Si fas, Cllornia They 
have one deh, Barr 


Robert marred Evel Dang of Ch 
sonar Bae, teingunveity to Cala 
‘Sl In Hanna 











and thy Ive hese 
and Mile sending 















HENRY PREGITZER homestead in 1918. He ells the pide he 
fel Inthe fet lod he ever owe. Me Plhl diel «wel on for him 
Wik Wes Sle dey To be Homldge in well nese dil ron dey 
Tn he ele Me- Plt wos an exeponlly oud lie He ball «shack 
EE thar on hi property wae fling he relents of “ponng, 
fpr but punt is wine with he bathe, Combi the Betoun 
Bteet 0 921 he worked or Jim Kiginonith He oly enalned the 
Seats on hs quarter then ‘ming tthe Earown det whee be 
Truce al head to J Kinismonth for eweayfse dlrs a0 
te usw oe Hite ern as Lawrence, wh tied Donn 
ea Ty ine in Tar wth ts ow daugters His oly daughes, 
Taso, mare Leonard Tle, They. have two sm, Lede end 
Fs Fs youngest on, Raymond, mared lane Seah and they make 
fn’ home in Weveron, SuthDakta, Nira Mr. Prple ow 
ane det heme tn Ha 





















MR. AND MRS, JOHN stUBES 





Jon Stuble Se. ame to the Roky Hil drt about 1912 about 
one Jear alter hs son Tom an Jak, came ut ted the owed 
tnd tabled «home on Tun Sb? mesa an Sebi, Sed 
with Tum wl proving up cis hesd 115 Jock bul «ho 
tor bis ier Ang Jas mnie of thowe eat days Tnlades an 
dent when om wi thw roe his or Hoot was ht nthe 


sa 






















































stupa the hore de 
Sed monte of bey 


df for qui «ance, Hi og ws brake, 
om wh os king lap rouble 








Six sons ho Ihe ths ae WH John, Amol, Tomar, nwa 
or yar seer of Hand Hills Moicpulty Nor 275) ao Reber All 
trv dcescd exe Jeck who nes with and Min. Deve: Grword 
Two denghten, Blesbe vom of Dotty end. Ale of Fra cay 
Th wth te parents or one year ah bel etirig to pare eet 


Me. Sue dle in 194, on, oc, continued to farm nil 196 
when He sollte farm Yo Gos axe Ai the Proon ine Bing farmed 














MR. AND MRS, SIMON REICH 
(as torn 9 Mi ax Mis Cae Merion) 

Simon Risch migrated from Ramin and homesiende in Rocky Hil 

iain, He ings Jb Quoc Cie Meg ite) 





They red 9 family of four doughs and thee sont, some of 
wo accel Rocky Hil Sd." Chien ne Hs, pom Mew Rey 
Giak tren to Vantowers Lyd, wo and Rev, AM Ames 
‘Sets fe bom in Noth Dako Reohold marie est Calgary 
Sh bar two daughters und oe son. Ovo wae Kile io World War I 
Sie scrvng eam amy cel nd Fed hh make Wome 
Willie Laks, Bri Colombia and ach have thee eden Hen 

n Hane, then moved to Calgary abot 1938, Later they moved 
cower where Sim ded GT” Me Rich ill makes er home 


























MRS, BUEHLER 

Mex, Buhler lv om the sorter mlgy of the Rocky Hi dst 
ad thogh nny knew cf her td culoge ber noring aly we hate 
Sled nly few facto py tbat thr here For di formation 

Me. Bucher’ fly members were a low 

Ralph Wallace, «a, was a wean ofthe ft mond was nie 
ule hap, He worked arosad sige andthe Hand ls and ard 
‘young hela, Mi Asai Aol Thy ad ene sn, Wea. 
ills cd in he 1000 and Mr Wallace wont eck tenching, May 
rate have mening to this wondral cher who oul bane eer 
‘E> ght bas and ake hem watt eam 

psy 

















in rd Hil basing 


a a ll own iy ey led 

vad Crnpayie he nayed om a the fa 
at death ane barely able to speak Ronald 
1 the cla iho for help ot Tam Bete had ped away 











Mes. Bucher adopted ug Margret, who Hed wth ber fo Condy 
wre Sew Bentler opted ruing tame rm sho 1503 to 155. 
She was roped member ofthe Gammuniy aad feople wh wer 
ie he eae sally Faroe set er When Mi Bich 
ihe ilage se solder home few Semler, We be Been 
to Trt ace her sry or at of bes dough: argue. 


MR OSCAR GRAUMANN 
family of fur child: arena, Vile anand Gary) Lawrence 
seals te flowing wwe fo ey Db High winds feguey 
Framed the diauraged farmers However, buding oes were gene 
Ally comet ro me il woul por, Te te yee 
{olson 136 acing hae Ine one night the lay ca, Modal 
rd, ws let pr ont ofthe bout, Daring the sight «igh wind 
os Sweeping nom the soudest."To tht amen ang 











































ee cate ee ee 





{Been ways rth former ever Beno the amy car weal hve ceed 
tbat sn shooogh la he a se bd ee 
por cid noe conan bs wl varie a aps ee 


DAN MARTIN 
28 Dan Martin honeseed in the Riddle dic having 
roc Kein, Nort Brkt wih bis wie and agi, Reis 
1BIT, he wok over se Hefner play wich had presales 
de y's, Haale Me Mar mate stl ves tear 
nr foes to ary 1086, Haney in 183 Trt (9 aol ly 
‘mowed to Caiary tn (94, Ms Marin die In 1959 ot io wes 
Teds in Calgary ado her lowing ele Rey El (Regne), 
El Lenard and Starts (Sie) Alles lies i China Bh 
Columbia whe Berths (rs Ort Pb!) a Onear rei lana 


























‘One remembers stating school at Rocky HI wth Albert end 
ace Nomch, Dan Slower tod Eras sl Ruby hom. They were 
fein 20 et he tome perl Al's rol ey would 





‘a 





















































(sar sho reclt ramping the wheat inthe old header bones 
‘One day he went mening hs shor tat he fd «coyote down te 
fick ose Investigation proved the nde o be @ peop? 
er had one dow our bac" “That Row age they fl 








GOFTERIED RADKE 


Mr; and Mex. Gotied Radke and thee two sons, Walter and Het 
snrved in Hann from Beri in 12 Ror thes eer they bared 
fer home wi the Kiter fal, ot whi tne Kite tale & 
tome on he gun south of Radice. The ret the fry wt ue 
he Hand Hil spd les sks acer and slr mare lr 
Ihe Amtong thse gels was the death ofc dgher, an 12 
te for yen of define om roca eer Toland Ho lo 2 
ected the dacse bo eae permanent dang 
Their danger, Cl 
rhea, we srs ined! 


‘Tila wan opening «pt, Por 
fo the shored bones a 














fn sccondinat fn the Halacha: shoal 
OS when the cara forward 











{lar was the ony gle rom te 
"Cantal Quen Cot in Ha. 


apy ees dv the yar 
Hand Hs sho ever wo te Ri 








I 1962, Ivan teed «pei ation for progres ahs In 
Scum inte lof tf Mou his cue 
ww coed tm std hal compl in ighly 
Ine dan yar 













Me Radke rls the te their Hone was stack By ihtning 
ied utright, However, tie hose rcelvd te buik of the jt 
‘Te radio aval wires were burnt asunder. Mire Radke was chy ost 
‘rou lta Arte tne se was puting the Hor, the paint erally 
‘Spladel sbout the rom and Mr Radke as Knsicl canaon for 2 
Sodersbie legis af tne" clea fred abe wat end and wee 








I 165 their on El pase amy sd following shorter 
ina He had orn mari to te former Barbers lane and Ito 
oon mes Brady ted Ty 


WALTER marsat Bertin Oxt end sil resides in the Hand ile 
(ane Lavconbu). Tiy have tro sn, Reyinald sed yen HERD, 
foo be gate beer at Menem, crt lat Mowe They hive oe 
gins, Toms, and or Lye ard Lane. DAVID acl hie wie 
inte Taine vein Calgary wh thee two amy, Shane snd Drage 
IVAN an his wile Ere Nested have oe sn Tim. TOLA (Ss 
Kei MeDovnd, Calgary) fw tree sons Rick Stoley and’ Dems 


ea 





































sod x daughter Joyce, CLARA (ex, Him. Armstaog) lives on ae 
ie'Sonmynosk wis tel four dauphters Brenda, Sandy Late abd 
Han aed one 20 Jt 








MR AND MRS. REINHARDT SUED, 
wih his wile aed fall to Rocky Hill dit, Poe to thls move they 
ess MOLLY, Mrs. Gert of Calgary bas three 
inughters Tes Pera ard Ln, ANNE: dese; and MARY who 
Seat ded doe to bane TB. In 1s Sicha mined to Calgary Where 
Me Sic work for the cy for« nomber of years pir reranent, 
Fie uo Mrs Sith se Yow dosed 








JOHN KITTLERS 

Me, Jo Kise, his wile (Me, Radle’s ster) and our hile, 
lena ion Lan and Wale, came ovr ror Boab on tho sme 
{eure Radke fly, arving a Hanna Jae, 1927 The fs fall 
thay seed dhe sme owe td ithe ping Kile: moved othe ou 
(futur na cable! « farmteal While moving te buding whith 
iting herders sce ws pel der td meu 
aly re never cmpeely recomend fem his secden ago vv 
meh the dnt sores the Te Once, wile his fll were wey, 
Fee ee open and Une cites bad pea ile Torcng hen st. 
‘ei wis ite and cllewrd down by the creck ed Tes were 
A255 hat, oven fod br ng very searceOnce, wile ding 
lows tlhe eum sod ogy Hoe and ie dad ocr ano enter 
Wer totaning fw dala td fw eens Tey debated what eo do 
with and decid te apend for grocers‘ fay was every 
be hope il of wrocee the nl frame maple. 
































Me. Weer had nest bit. He would wale to Kites i ile 
ier horse home, turn Ht land would fern Kies 





recalls the eee tat fll ix Janutry of 1858 hing 


the win hy wh am cre 








T1535 the family moved 49 Hanna, While here, Wile ten years 
vit, oul ns gaat on the a nw ova by Mr Ora Wh 





Te clen als included Loentin, Eth, nw ng $0 Germany 
‘nbet her habend posed’ with te Canadian Tes) Bena, Milde 
Fre ad Arle 





TAS they mo to Capay- Me, Kier dl tn 1960 and his 
vie 1966 


















































lost tomy thie te, Hanna bd not yet 
tls wat bl ater ha ame yor, Maron war where We 








AA this te tre wee quit ew stirs Gn the aren, we: Fred 
Coats father, Me. Moepc, Bis Tae, was wl sis 
his te and rpsetel conmmiy lender, Der wor Me esi, Me 
ecards ater, Herman Bathroom everyone end 








wih me w the Hand ils eg hex of cate ght 
pnd hors to wagon ¥en sky log bog at Munson 
‘ithe egupment Tmax conde rhe wel o- 











ob Congdon bd 4 wal sore where we goto mali thas nly 
days Th fe ld lee thee wines to te feng 


Daring the fit few your gow fo only and cere the brs 
cng, Later om, in 1815-1918, Gated Facener sai ny ther 
iro big scam engine and tnreber which sow 4D 0 
gow wheat Ths shea war hauled othe clr dost to oor fare 
Styled my fit tan 1016 wich was elf Than 2d ae ed 
for chopping aed and rnin nly. My fet cat was a Model T seed 
inlaid tn’ 8, T got my secede, an Overand,=b car a tie 
tine (and wht honey that was). Wo fad 0 ph op hel 
td thy sry get's down the bl Ip N24 Twa 
sie © buy my fin thing matinee Rumly tector. Now Het 





























plough and scraper ‘Ten wih pick and shovel we loaded ont 
Sim a Se." wo aerate Me 





The year 1912 wat » gon one tn 1015 and 1014 He was dey, bor 
15 mae ocd year tn very et fn DLS un he rps ee bly 





1 homed thew 














cot Kenler and the noth ae ro Bb Congo 
In 105 we bl «large nero oe which was ont ore vat 
we eid on the an 
Chops ding thee years wa 1009 were generly good ad we 


propa ite ory 
sy wife who was ot srcken with 1 left me in poe heals and Tid 
mail tecover Gail Toa tp te ogy Lema“ a 
























































shen Bean Remeni, We me «op oh wh kh 
‘ip in 1027 This rested in an ln a tpt om our homeland 
te"Canadn sla the Hand Hill and Hanna darts 








‘We homestesdd » oneal ton and 
ears won on un melt the farm "The 


ed ore Tad the 











In 199 the dough sen, whick reed na ret depesion and 
las sat 1857. These were lean yeu We had ale snd sexy 20 
‘he rope fd we had ths sue of come, bowever mee 


‘The homastad wt farmed by some members of the fey ent 
106 mat ld «mate aa by ch name cf Sines 





duction for out dleen war gute prob, Rocky Hil School 
snes sot bal unt 1018 and ie ies lel pen ey winter or 
Tite some tin It'was sey difiely to ae the 835000 ty 840000 
Feguirel for «teachers slay, ce the lng sie schoo}, Acme 
‘ton fr teacher was alvayss prolem, ton The fst teachers nee 
‘vs Mis Sot Jim Kininonth sel Grant Vader were the fot sce 





My wife and 1 rte Calgey 12 and ese inoue Bom 
‘nul one rent move t the Ptr Lace Home nn Milnpore 





The cdr, with the expen of Rober, who was deze fo 
eo, areal singin Alerts i ear Wain. Guy et Calpe 
Emi and Hiner in Drombola, Aller in Calg, Den an las 
fn Edt 


ALLEN SIEWERT. 








of Me and Ms Sheet ofthe olen 
Uist another branch of thu Shwe Carly), pres the rl 
Dn Steer ollng in 1965 The same yetr Alem Mis Frnees 
Fejason of Vuln. who wos at date onthe mung all tthe 
Hann Tosa Aner hows sepa thei on fr the blak 











LEONIARD AND EMELIA MOENCHL 

In te yee of 1910 dhe late Kathrine Siwer, « widow and her hee 
Aaughtes: Bel, Paline sed May, came tothe Maylon lies sow 
sown at Tarviguin. We spent the winter with a bribes Gocicn 
Inthe seng of 111 we tak up + homestead sit erent of Morea 
thee he ll hose sl eins ane lle sts of the Ne 
Figs. I the pring of 1912 othe decided 0 mane spinal Ugh 

ero land has the Lawes pase fst ole noth of 
{he Tenn now owned by Alen lene 














‘Ale Pele (maces the Inte Fred Beh) apd Mary (mca 
‘Ot Mache) tad et sy mtr al T ddd thay on fo 
he Alte I rusied Leone Moe, son of anther plows tl 
try moder say her He farm for fie i mate joa She hes 
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Fries were low. 101 de says they bre for eg 
thine cess dames, 'She batched her own ehickensalimost 2 hundred 

Simmer But thing as chap, ta, se mens ovale could be 
porch for $1.95 amd dete dees wil at tree fr SLOD. No 
dpe rec thc fr houses hve ayaa pertaables were kept 


























inthe Sacment. She cls sting tuba leaves to ap ud 
‘Tne odet crea, Malin and Lyin dil io the tine of te 


fd etn ded fn an tat ard Inthe Hanna Hil 
rom sot fever The danger of centage wes coneed so igh st 
tn ta! he was taken aelatly nthe cemetery for bora. 








Among her plensant merit ie rene dg om the sane 
through the night. They would come home, pl the Kids to bed, do 
the morning chars and sat aac day's work 


‘The Mastin fay led north of them on the Radke plas, The 
chil wets not alin to go threat they had tie ed 
Mex Monch lt thay wt ingore heel, One 
tternon te hi Marine wile es Mach 

isp When chordie ame and ay atl waren home abe rodeo 
Manns on boreal and dened the epi home tothe fone f the 
Naclsate 


The Moench bopt wee noted prasad once when Gate 
Berth cme (0 vie he tye local the op and pr Hols wer 
fhe beck ie then Ei in he tes fo wc the olen nam ake 
fl Another ine thy fed the ruts 'wsh socks ater Sore, Petersn 
fd me to vt) Meeneh apd ated long alter dak to reanve 


























Lacnnd Mew Wire’ abot. een pers Balers it death cm 
July 0, 155, wile Elia Mcp bas made er ame fn Hla for 
ie tunty-eld yea The orginal homenead’ which is all i the 
Moco ty scned ad fared by th olde som Alb 





The Leo Moench had x son and four dghte, ll dng 
tn Albi hy a 


ALBERT: mavad Rety Mop and he lie ote farm orignal 
el by Matin Arden. Thay tre Hive cen Dona mare 
{iene Forest of Mall, Sulathtwan, They tach fo he yf 
Calgary where Dold wo bas hit BS, degree isan pine of 
Keech Foret Height. oops farts wih hit dain ser 
tel perks wir at sn the wit: He het pent sane tin 
uiabow Lake nce Doren completo + seni course td i aricd 
{0 Zane Venn of Seonynook. They have ssn Duane sel ive Calg 
Sey grade Sele tent ho tat hone end Gg tb 








EDWARD: snavnd Annie Stepper and they rede nthe free 
EM. Milligan farm They ives Salen Lily ding eral me 





Bere (Mi Rog Marl) ot 
Tre oad Lato hoc, 
MARY_rted W, Hein and they make tr hone at Ope. They 


te Temple. Thy hve oa 
fn, Wayne a heme 








(GUY mari Viet Harding ad they ree In Calgary wih he 
si sles Desens, Da Ray twins Cen and Gary and Told 











ALVINA-marte C. Os 
ten ile my Sie, 
Rhonda Brenda tnd Ley 





a Roger, Paty By, Reed, 








BENNY—marid) Lowe Robinon and thy ree in Bl 
wih toto eden Dare Tracey 





WILFRED—owicst Hughina Croce ad they ae ning om the 
fer ars lr Thy bea sore Kn, Dale 
om tl Shave al at howe 








MR. AND MRS. FRED GUSON 





the Hand Fils at where he mated 

Mune, esoe fom Besser 
thn his sy Prd, was bom. Mr, Gino Se 
i ssn and dager, Hie on showed 
feimter roving oan work on vara ruled 
{10 lving tne Homestead to hese rn Elda le tured est 
here the et and ns Dan Clapper brates te Boson 
Bra hokey lye, Dk Cl 






















1916 Fre marl Rendina Evenson and trom thence uni hie 
dent be beam, lesley, cow a the mt aor drone 
fn he Hand Hic Hl poems meory lor fee, Ince and ent 
tres sped oly by Be ‘overs endlely wid» cgrete 
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dangling tnioucha by hls fogs fom the comer of his mouth 
seabttion wes exeplonly ear fate of ican Spel de 
{0 the norametoned compliment 





Dsplte the ditunce fom wan Find never oth oat of “erin” 
lor be concocted ie own, (eps throug the depron year), fo 
pool lever in oan other smmiiy dat Scone sugtstve of the 














He was an ext rb, a wali sen ging is iho 
“ulm When shyish bot were te le many nelghborkood ule 
‘bess ie own te lone dager) came tent hs door od 
te hogy oc. AS store wat sive wee, Bosse inthe days 
tine fone na tg interesting but om pop td vee 
ere bint alin, 





Alco ofthe Club Hos, who devoted 


ct 


Fred wi oe of the oi 

















goa dat of tine sod thought tothe coopesve exter 
icy. For your an Sumpede Day, be ected tile mt the Y neat 
the present hes an ade batty sore, pefooing diel 
iRise and elec. Later sh war done om foot aching the 


‘Se unalone 


Among bls eater aia ce the flowing: Ha 
No THAT R Alfcond th Royal Ach Maso. Aer he moved 
Bn 185 he was plone atthe lea PERA and ‘PEAR ofc, 
Seaveling" ks rp ut he name Fed isn boa 
‘Belghot the ape ayer To dust his veraty Haul be 
Motbned shee Ke daly hep tke meteor rece forthe Depa 
TPentof Trarpors He do served lf tthe Toa on hose nt 
tine of sda 1967 a he geo erent 
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Fis wl, who wos 9 very ave mem of the United Chae Lal! 
ps, Sumemers ih plosure br sacs wi that group, TS Pr 

eat Now at ow herd hey werked tthe Stamp bois 
lmted—iom ti to 3. aa next doy). “OMT We had such 
sete ly her ees» tine Sand Mis: Pack vant 
(eer ise! both on fe wen lef eck nthe bow 
OO ‘That iteray “monet ovsheping” Back wth bg bh 
sey oor unl te mee ta hou Mrs, Gibson sl rakes 



























LHUGHTE of Chinook Valle othe Rese River black, 


we Bayle and wen denny Lyne and Marigae 





[FRANCES hs scoingly made hers ndepnsble to the Wa 
fami tr Hanne, where abe nl mater ber Bome ith Mx. Be 





RUBY, (Mn, 
Sanda, ani Pamela 


J Wiley, of Calgary. The cides are Bobby 





DOROTHY, (Mr Mastin Lon), farmer Hanna Elementary teacher 
on OTE iy of Cala. The anys Inve to doughs Ben 
Som ond Mace, ne om, Rcd 





oa 





























ot 





ene! REMEMBER, 











CHAPTER XII 





uth On the its two or thee foresee 
fErve as pevute for he minis bore or horse, So around the yent 
S10 Re Willem Sper end ‘Meine open he 
Epiphany Minton 























ont lage sgn Scme of the ater pope wha tended 
Sef: the Newnan, Bek, Hex Hore, Mr, an’ Mie’ Wate and Fre 








dere far several yours. Afr Arce Fuel et 
‘ined ie tle of te five toes andthe blige Thy wre tore 
rand but and ed wes he td the fox far ere the eee 
wor kept tothe tet pnd andthe fox fe mao Here lo the 
Tens were sled sd the fer sexed and seeped At A Ue 
The lam tbe Bren Brthers cin Ue lings 

Strving os chasm hana Ket Broo’ Chunge ins fr the 
‘Sur the Hand is 

















ST. PAULUS LUTHERAN CHURCH, HAND HILLS 


< Bia, Among he o8 
ro. fletve mas this meager begining that Ga lead 
amie and ie crcl at only wi th Chen, tr 
ag kin bes od crete eceeeets 

“The congepton i began deeply soe in te Go 
language sod Germ tore. Tobe per 12S when the Tae. 
Keg wa tas ie et is 


























wre chide ago the nave tngue of dr pres sd ete 
fl nt den ott now Emp cae Ingo of he cngegnton, 


3s 




















ib: Oe: meer who 








Ia 1 
hurts This wes fos bul onthe cee 











Rey. Candidate Kock ent great ofthe 
the eal apd came in 116 Hie war unartis, Under Pastor Kock 
{he conggstion wat femal cpio Ha ied on 2 homestead. 
yen le war ourties He dd min work fom Doches U 
wr ae BigVley In he orth no dal of thirteen 
Sed buggy or Dy sh. The ft entiation elas a the 
tenstuaal one pope acs Galeria (LE The acd 
{lost 181 hd fe gis ro, Mezachs to. Gal 

[pi The Mowndh gids ae now MP Gatr sod Mi 
He Calsar ide mowed wway tm 13 and coe 
En gil i tw rng in Calgary 


























Alter ew yeas Rex, Kechneke followed wcll to the US. Daring 








se set yon the ngrgiion was evel by Views Hidcbrané «sent 
fas The congenic Re, Mace of Dombi. Paroe 
foals west Sage tens Wot bey found thet "not ed or 














Pastor Mater was de that pe to own a ea, « Mal Fo 
cde church at Brombeler which was st tha tne ewig ¢ 
Solbnese oot the erent. Afr few yrs Rev. Moll tok & 
slit Edmonton andthe argon war sve for shor tine by 
Bix, Hd worn ete Ion Young 






ex, Winns mere Gis cll to srve this conpegation bot he 
td bot trnble and cult stand’ the cad wen Eallowing 
dtr ave be went tot weer it 








ter the shot patorate of Rev. Win dhe exogeption sat = 
cena tthe Setar. Res, Mote acpi the ell nd come to 
nt wth is wi to Dru Ale aloat yeat 











the sa ‘stor’ wile. He shipped 
his work He didnot ret, however he aback of his 
te Goce il and did 











For shor tine Rev, Keser of Youngsown sted 8 ot 
wscr bt be lowed # cll wee epan the co 

P'hesbend. ‘The Cord Shepherd doct not ave Tit ok 
foe kong, however, and ano Rev. KU. Went ace 
dsr ta be seved by punor ofthe Misour Syed. ‘The Mise 
‘vied the fraton of one par under the Creo Rex, Wental rod 


so 































































rangement were mide Fora pusonge In Cisigmsle,Pasor Went 
sts every walked man i he par 





In 1907 and 1908 tere was comaiderble migration © Canada 
trom cena) fui and Romania A numer a ames owe 10 
vey of hs chrch and sok of lin where Paso Went 
ey harap At ie same in, Paste Went was apple 
SR sere Temigon Commision Yelp tee nomi fs 
ers he cul a he gail grat comers, mong be people 
eet yar nthe par fxs Weve took «ell Noth Dake, 














Under the guns of dhe Holy Spat tbe eongeation once sin 
sent th al fr a pas. Aootr condate was sent 10 hem. Tew 
‘Bete year fe '30 and’ Roy, Gabel as a poor ean but bard 
the be 2 the dt opp tht the omen become a 
sere pu the eps were porate pos were low tbe RASH 
ane Te ened oa the mamiey fe 184 








me year the congregation called Rev. Philip Unters 
trom Dace River cot, Pser Unter had ‘een in th mi 
ert ofc gers Ele cing St Pal’ and was a mai 
SOE thes cc, He wt re worker and dung Hs psa 
Ber Mn, ogan to lek ap. Tew Asie that the congestion 
SSB sweat navn. Afr sting the congegtin for 
Soi Par Uninc took» al to Calg 








Th parish was vacant for sme te nl Re, CR Bao ace 
tn theta af 10H ton come fem the tors cour where 

a Nir Tor new yrs ater gradation rom the seiner. He 
‘ete te prs «sng man bot son muted « Drumbeg 
Ba ine the dimer ted to divide the par but the step 
Filed Ds Baron served 180, 





[New Rev. Act Geeing same to the pach. He was marie and 
tad Seon ro dliren,Pestor Cocing War ve od) pst od 
re ecm the curch members was ming AL is tte was ed 
ae ne Engl sera nce the young people ond ehidren vo 
2. nro the German langage In 1944 Se pow euch bulling 
{GREE Whe preent osm of worp war bull. Rev, Goering ved 

‘The path then cil Rex, Car Henig. He fad been in the 
mina foe seme time and at wrod sf cléren, Dring chi 
Tree Agr not pe we. The por vs ¢ or man and ad & vey 
Tee panes Sale ws aw coming it the cee 
reusary, Doe tow heart tack be mes ford to fee the nity for 
Wing The compegation war eet sane by © student pastor, Vitor 
Schr om 1 wo 156 


In 1954 Candidate sp Sele, who Id roxy been mar 
putin al othe pita He ld in Drombler and ur hi 


se 


























sonsderaly, A nen cech ane 








tainly ‘pletng to Ged Po 8 







a date of Pastor Schulte he ditt bond decided to vide 
i a cal pater othe Drums Pa snd to cll «pro 
ie Pn Pat ble bt hele 













(Once again the dic olor she to parts and St. Pals mos 
irom the mini. Ot ed OF 
Rew. Pute af Cal berg ce 
tose the Dra rsp 





Rev, DD. Sepdber followed a cll to Caloris, USA, about 
t 186 thn te Drom to the Seay oe 
side. Revs "Touy Devinn ace the 
tne yon shun he le flowed 

tye Veerney Mt 
foe aot 2 yo The par wnt ot srl cal bat they. 

















history of this eongegton t would be well to 
ase non and to Wink back f what et happens ase many” yeae, 
Warmer by al sess be mat juan andes tat the Aight 
Gas besa "wih al th wy sls helped and bleed wn, Hew 


so 









































yall men weber that God wo 
wi or fr Hin The al och work to We done “we 





ume alt mens of St Pal’ Lateran Church wer 


Me and hr Step Moonah, Se 
Me ard Me: Wendelen sence 
Mend Mr. Lewd) Mocosk 
Me and hiss Edward Moench 
Mi and Mex. Chiat Siete 
a 

Me tnd Min, Jack Kel 

Me Sn Mie Cit Buehler 

Mec and Mix. Bod Tomb 
Me and Mr Jas Roeer 

Mand Mrz Jor Kare 

Me ond x Jock Bras 

We SN 

Me sd Mis ad Bere 
Me at Mie. Ct Tse 
Me and Mis. Crt Sauer 
Me at Mee inl 
Mi. sh Mi Henry Su 
Mi and Mi Beattand ano 
Me an Mes Joi Ron, Se 
Me and Mat red Roxn 
Mand Mi Pred Mon 
PRESENT MEMBERS: 
Mi ad Men. eter Cal 
Me and Mix Relshre 
Mes and Mr Alb Mod 
Mi. ad Mex ward Msn 
Mi. ant Mix. Wied Mond 
MMe ard Moz Kenneth Monch 
Me and Mc Hard Moock 
Me tnd Mrz Ja Moen 

Mes tnd Mx Walter de 
Mand Me Albert Ren 

Mr and Mex Dave King 
PRESENT CHURCH OFFICERS 
Prsdents Alert Rein 

Vie President Ken Mownch 









































Me and Min Toute Zinbrik 
ie Sek 

rand Mis Pred Seber, Se 
‘Gotlieb Gros 

















WM. tnd Mr Herbert Radke 
Mi. and Mr rie Wok 
Mr ant Mi Joke Stabe 





MMe and Me Ema Radke 
Me and Ma Areld Kao 
Me and Me. Gnd Shop 








Me and Mx Reinolé Rin 
Mica Ms Che Werner 
Mr and Mes. Halse We 





Mir and Mc Ben Meme! 
Mand Mex Nora Rela 
Ne ani Mrs jack Albright 
Me and Mie Masuin Paeehngk 
Mise Mis. Edward Alig 
Mr nme Cree 

Mix Wier Milne 


lds; Waler Radke 
Retell Ron 
Sunday Shoal Saperntendert 





{THE HAND HILLS maPrisr CHURCH 
In the yes before 1916 several fais inthe Had Hil dat 

dese oti "Sa thyme fe oer Me 

dM ©. Mace, Me. Saor and Mic Sat 











“Thee meting re for the homes 3 they were moved 
w a nw bun tat Ove Acie war bung Te bd ay Tle 
fd od rot, Every Sunday the tno war Cie rm de ae 
tame af Seth, from Edmonton, served the congregation. He was sv 
eded by Me Bert fm Lado and Mr Hage fos mtn, 














In 1916 the group des orgie th Hand Hille Bapeist Church 
The onatatin wat aie ir Gay" Mate wes appt 
the fig det and Mr D, Se, ertary. Te et members ere Mr 
id Mrs] Side Mit and Mel D. Sac Me end Mi G. Sst, Mr 
end Mrs Gaeta aod Lin Me apd Me: Math, eal Ms. 
Mache, Mic avd Me C, "ae Mand Mee Swer, Me an Mie 
Ste! oe Boch spd Me Reg 














1m 1917 Me, Beinert wat the miner a that year fii trom 
abet commiotica tea Intent, The inclodel Me aod Mw Alt 
Stchdale and Mev sod Mis. Sant Fin an Spon who. hed 











































ho Craig, Other murbers who joined In 
‘Mer C Rell, Mrs and Mie, Zier, Me 





red dec al Me, Se ete 





in 1900 wae dca o bul 
‘land and reryonevlonered 
crm ana. Werking bs wee ogi 

Wala Take won of Me and Mr C, Te 











Rey, Pred Berks lite, t 
ner, Ober mister that 


“The ch 
werent and be Pe te Bit rel 
ed him wees Mi A Kaj and 
fod br Ge Svar fom Winn 








ent mises aso served the church, The int of these wat 
Kn Wise, fn Miler and Ae Zinleman 
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Dring the mini of ohn Wienbender real meetings were held 
in large pen ren ha held shout ve unded poles Many wee 








faved tnd srl ph at bapa serve were hl nary teams 
ple came for fog dsarces te atcnd the sre. Sora Sonday 
fuming, Mir'O, Macc set outta bt 1608 tek for Recbdale 





[New faniles moved into the dict and joined tho church. These 
were le Neer Kas: Guin Ranga Gunes Hoar, Joss, 
Srenthovs, Mondecs nad Scien” Ea of the fee conte 
ety tothe growin ofthe church and hep to mabe te centre of 


‘who wished wr same to dhe evs 











A Sunday School was onnind. Mr, Mie Kary and Samuel 
Hela saved fihly ar sperneente Mr, Karyna pred to te 
margnion when ter we no Toglat ir 





‘A young peoples grup wis forme, Church pinks were bald 
Wer spr eer pel Seve and pega ttn alent sal 

Thee evils were cai on for sera your, Minis sch os 
Tom Seley ead Milan red the cach 














However at in stay es the chorch Ingen 1, deci 
Colder people rte nd mowed sys soang prple wen the ces 
Asya uf Mahe Sanne Hei, Me and Me Dan Heln 
fd hes two se red inthe or of sr daisied rer. Pally 
fee were ne ono pele ttn the church ung” Cosson 
‘rustle Hand Hie Unie Church orn 




















2194 «long tie lnaimarh wat move fom is Italo, lng 
only'twalve paver task the place where 50 meny omiles recled 


{TIE HAND HILLS UNITED CHURCH 
waren ny Prius A MeDasnia 
The els rv inthe Hand Hils were of « emarahly sme 
cal nue fauer from all denominations came oe any ss 
ip tngeber. Thug shrsenng seriou were sometimes conde 








{ring a minster’ home vst ad my_parens sail they semetnes ot 
‘Sippe wpe in the homes, my exten eailectons were of" Here 





inhe Bier School 


Insert shows 





Jn 1916 when Re. Longmize eae 


Under the minty of the Rex. Ere Rose the cogs 
to mach proportion hw nassy Tose te larger seemed 
12 ihe Giab Howe, A Mouring Sonday Schools developed. 


sa 


































fe cat st ey, og 








reached seth under she parte ofthe Rex, RW. Gal, (wha 


toe 1 mp) 
oy el 















Tal All and they eile? die the docouagemens of the “iy 
ois owns Wik the watance of loan 

Mssions toy pureed ihe Tyan Seal 

Tt Pag ic fo the pretrnged ie Me BS 


rm ml he Lad’ Ai aes oe for the oof aoe dll 








th Hes ofthe Ladies A 





le which wat writen by the Rew, Pea Chapman 
in detains wel that enone fe hee 1 
tnt jas a tw plished the Une Church Observer i he 
fm a8, We qt 









|A-NEW CHURCH IN THE HAND HILLS, ALBERTA 
Rev, Fran, Cuarnan 
(On Tueday, October 7, HBB, the Ls pe 
ts foureen ees sth ofthe Snip Alber 
wate win lee in valley the Hand Ty seadber Ul mis 
hor was dead 





me 


ed he et rel fo 





ata peat 
rip inthe Elmer sol 











Under the miniy of th Rex, Fra Ranier the porose of avin 
1 chur efter vn os bor. Tyas ter up etbtately by the 
lade Ald Sacto’ of te congepni, who doing the fev RW. 
Gifts Teper pant, peice worked wit het end In ew 
















Aa shnent new sh 
redo een nthe sot 
ad baw gv fr thi 






Imac te tide of the balding’ wos paid, song. fence at 
Fett erond the pooper, ands Seip of le prepare lr the planting 
os net tere Ane og es Hy ratte tthe cme 
tho by Me. Ac Harvey. of Callnged, Ont 














Then cme the dy of the eh 
Pomel DD. Seperated 
fier etm” pining ot the eg 
Ghtrd is commonty. He thn slr 
Sere ‘of God. The bound bien 





opening, In the sleoon 
alse the Rey, Ped C 

































nth tossed in coca bored fr the son, This proving 
ee adequate to acammote al te goss an addons blew 
ihan'the dear tall Asal of work ag othe day's ri 











In the evening Dr, Powell delivered pani lecture; “Other People 
We Mowt"kil fw, humo sound como sess ah inspration 0 
eh ving, which wat poy enajed Oy cacy adiens, a 
‘nied og press Hew FJ Harley, BA and fv. E. Gebardt 
reer Peet tom a His Hage and German congregations 
Some mal mabe ve hy Ica fends were much speate 














‘he bung all sl with feroshing, wl crs about 850, in 
io ll be lao 0 ely ge. Teil at about oe, bere 
ay ie eomfrably. The recaps fr Oh dy aramid wo ont 
$5, Thich scmwrale sosdering the prsnt ancl codon of 
Sean Ta wil tet ils tsp the $150 lun from the Home 
Side oad Tis thy hope to pay hres years 




















The opening day ofthe Hand Hills Lake Uated Church wat 
a dy. ly ee he ee of oss were ela day of rade 
epdcng, "Tis lle church wil mean dh to our woth In the 
nd ile 











The church grew ond orb, no ust amber, ut nf 
at Hhgen preteen wel The lar was old off andthe moras 
St buted Ar par of am evening of entertament the church he 
WEuaghr‘e wich was's shadow play bn whi the minister bad hi 
fee i 











The fllowing i «Ist of miner olga stents 
who have seed i the Hand Bile congegnton dwn 
some by Ms Peace A Lewis Crs lay spol I 
Gage Petr Char). 





1910-1910 Mir George A. Kegs Stent Supoly 
{O10 Me Elmer A, Babrap Sedent Sopp 

Toi2 1913 Me Fone G. Huse, Stent Sapey 

IBIS IM Me. albert V, Hoopion, Student Supply 

TO14I815 Mr Berard Richards, Stent Soppy 

TSI6-019 Rex, Ed. Longmire, fst ordained miner on Crnpnyle 
Rew PF. Moresmbs, Ph.D 

TED0-104 Rew, Wo, Sphen M.A, BD. 

TOE 108 Rev Pod Rote 

281809 Re. RW. Golf, BA 

TNBE-IR5. Rev. Fed Chapman 

1EB5-887 Res HL, Woade 
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TEST-IE_Me. J Sorcha, Sadent Supply 
mes ‘Student Saply 
Rew J 
1246.50 Rev. E Deige 
IOS Rew FG. Dy 
1958-1961 Mr, Lymn J. H. Tomes, Lay Supe 
1961-1963 Rev. Wil Ira MacDonald 











1968. Re Del Spence y 
In the the cracion fom the Hse many 


tos the fc haa arch End ha ‘ve Don 
wear Uerally led by the Spirit of God trough the ineandesece of the 












































Ladle Ail. On te women ay the Bund f buying ling, renovating 
1eMtSbng money Tor suntan ah paying the minster eae 
aeting the moe som, wh yar y year sured the cont 
Theft lo wc hy need lay and gsi a prt of thir 
Iabor of Chiesa lve 











Though mary miners fen sid to change this mod of 
adeno al lls Talo, wel te avec a atl yan 
Mien Turner He stove with persent ardor en io Jonany, 18 
I fit huh bonds formed oer the chairmanship of Hay 
(Giger iil meer of te bur cade Ms, Lome McD 
Soko Me Vernon Brown cove semard, Mr Dougln Lene 
fioperewird. ond Me Camssce Monon, Minar and Malena 
okerd Otsu have sera on he bowl are Me, Raymond Sods, 
Mo DovglaLanfey and Mi Merle Marton. The members the 
Mion art Mic, Maran, Mis Lamence Mon, Bs. Jack MeDocld 
tod Me. Lorne MeDenl Thro the it efor of the Church Boat 
wd Whe Lae Ait the Interpret church war conver in. 107 
TIE potion of te dining congegiton ond the este of chang 
See rsctre of oe Untied Church prope lever the emerge 
TEae the some problem of enim which hae ered the Newburs 
ied tnd on dures fae the Hind ile eva se 








‘Over the year «very sie Suda Sol Boarod, Many of de 
congregation seve at ripernndrtsiuding: Ms. Bendis, Mm 
P°Riosmanth McK: Morton, Me, D, Wine and Me |. Mone 


“Though mony shrtenings communion sevies and confiatons 
have aben pce hy he Hand ie United Chore, there har newer bee 
Wier conducted tei Eunos fom this sea aye conte her 
Dan or Cnpmyle depending pom the lls hoe of contr 
(Gath abe dey wes lcm fern chat of Mi apd Mis Lome 
Seta ese Aneu, 194 which we condoned by Rev Ea 
Denil the fst layin he reve of Aber 





‘en unusual amangemens were made down thug he years 
wigste portpton hy the meebo ofthe congregation, One yor 
Soe the pete emily choral preston, Ter with, nos 
That one reals Mi Jack Mone sccmpeaying isn of daopher 
Hills Irone aed Rl on the expan end A Benes mow al, 
iit reg he bss nd tence tons of ee sons whe Jam ng 
ew Sed played the open sesmpaninent Many years Inter he 

‘cumenals of Chrie Marian, Sart Maney fin Kes} Lawrence 
Ringe ihe vod docs of Start and Leora Manley or Star and 
{hut Moreson, aided womtilererane tthe dine serves, The 

cnt continued int he forts mben the peas ofthe Lather 
sila ced Baptist churches ten ed te’ United congegton i 
‘etl Easter std Mothers Day cremonier whee Ur cen pa 
Tope nthe shored peationt Thr spe was fae, erste 
Reset Chur hen were weleed to the Lateran 











Vocation Bile Scho! sumer clases and Chrismas popams. Some of 
cor momets were ve ied an the nsruconal sat: When fe 
Shuts toned the Sc Pel Lateran Chie x nur ow te Usted 
auch were elo sedans pace spd yeas, The 
‘spur comnaed by Grace for slat» dee 








CCongrepnona partition the Hind Hil, however, rech 





fy zenith onder te mans of Me Alex Mactan, Iw ea 
thet Mr Mactellen Ke absent cach summer conung ie tesla 
fod o Stato During hit ascne bene the repaneby of 


fhe four compton tthe DelacCraigse Pavol Charge 10 cy 
ihe ame vse me eth chal 
hpecelnid entsaan edt oa problem ee choadng the 9 
‘cfnm Tom the capable tnd plied family roupe ho pended 
Apt out Lutheran set Anglcan (ds eae ore it 
nuge wtith olen lnied out worl eelesen and tick bins of 
GiEachn Teloweip amply rewarded all daring the “unitad” spud 
tor 








Mr; Kinley Merton i the cnly original member ofthe cngrgitn 
who sl estes even the arch thi ee dn be 
Ton the poate of Go's nodes beg 





we Joun Laxeasre 
The Had Hills Unied Church Ladi Ald wa aga in 1508 
st the hime of Mrs CB White wth Rev RW, Gli dstng The 








te depen the wodertandig of the church 

Efe ercnrap poh im Chestinn inowlelae, troigh wor, 
Stodsy Schl end Bible Stay 

et prove opportuni fo flowy 

4. te pore hk thug ivngs and acopale mney-raing 

1. to develop Chretien leederhip 


The following lcs ware Stalled othe tem of one yu: Prien, 
Mou & E Bondy Treaster, Mi Kinin se Srey, Mt 
White, Anew eat ol olflers wat bell cack joa. Tae meer 
fet once a nnih the en fn a aber omen 2 staal der 
Menburhp les ware weny-five cmt nd mol de ten cents, 








‘The ergantnion propre end was eofyed by all Serves had been 
held In er I the dey alin tae ner Scboutbouse for eum 
"Pear Now the tad’ Ad Bogan slanting fr & durch balding i 
‘who wort. 














tn 180 wh ty he southern dec ote bring le for 
wk ofp is dil some ting sto fora acon uling 
tha could be more and romdld oe» cure hading. The Lyman 
Sot near Pllc, war Inne an purchmed by the Laie Ae 

‘tye funded andy dle The ving lone cost 
tive honed dollars. Many ays of fd wre were pat a bythe en 
Fal prying these’ Cares Bare wk he contrat foe mong 
The ahol a dtace of soot fre oA lt of neighboring tends 
ised wilh bere wagons sid ens The lads Wetomed The men 
spon anal wis ew ch and an 


Me, ill Crawl and Me, Andy MeAdde made the pulpit and 
tr Looe MDonal Sema te Benches eh the lp of rer 






























ey, Grilith wat sll the minines, "The didn of the chr 
took pce Oioer T1, 1 ert event the La’ Ald ortowed Ale 
Puahfs ceo eat and greed chicken supper i the ea atl 
teehee Bling, They shane they five coi for lett Be 
ssf hide ph 16 Seen yer, ood ented 
cnder eight. Mites inc Wee ard Laurea Paco mld homemade 
uy al anand «fh pond The uppiooe supper war nell end. 
When all was eened aay the cowl sete down and exjovel the 
Speaker of he evening, Doctor Thores Powell Se is theme was "Th 
ople We Mes and "Everything shall be wher the sver comet 
To teat wan Enh 74-10, 




















pasty 






Seis ie, ae Bs Soar aes 








Throgs ofthe al tie yar, the members drove ons and 
saul eth buggy oF sigh would beaded up wi four or more 
‘igsbond women by theme Wane de AIM Someta he 
Trek wet slot the col weather but sual the omen drove By 
Thence: Alta thy were espe honeworen problens  aroe 
rung the stuners wish seme eats at the tine. But Ir 
‘ENCE sy hewrty tng we ie Sow thet Mr, Miler ashing 

‘awd ie lon Hil ake fn esl sag: One a her bores 


0 






























broke doug the fe cast and mid i the mod Some 
tes of walking for ipod mach sagging of er 
Miler nve, andes, st be "AM 








Mex. Benoit wat coming home Irom the metog one stern 
ithe buggy droppad out of the nekyoke. dhe bugay lunged sideways 
lve bie Boel ut The hese Fano witha the boggy hey 
ttre sped by ape Mex Bent walla te mle spd ball home 
Tigh fie wor er wou, bt end for mother meting ext month 














‘The Ladi’ Ad put on many sal events, these inl pls 
sual comedies, Tet ete put on a the Cub Hue Me BO aed 
lle Fore were tt a hee, 














‘One mearable evening wis sap inthe crc oll when the 
Ad pont shadow play to ase mney."A tall ight east shadow 
ie ctor on whe urln shih the sien eed Aig 
fc evening wes the tne when the rpm, Me Benet, ond 
tat the aon te pot (Re, Fed Capa). wat ving hed 
thes yar that his red stained a name of yards of scm all 
sre! up. which dhe lade proceed remove with ey, and 











Te was alvys 0 big event to ae the ew min ad thi nl 
ine set sty replacements Tere war sone consternation elent 
among the ite the Fer he hey wre eng pte oe such 
“Tie mites pst hur nev the new er (Rev. Sorachan) 
{ame whipping oer the Bl ona Harly-Davlcon matory! 











The next yea the aie we apy whe 
hardsme young tise, Me Spon Rich 





The Ait had « goly momber of rember and all were pep! a 


tendanc They ha pon tay and put om program fo lp pay he 
[iano Thy had ah cancer othe Hand ile Lake Stole 
The men male's both ad cover Hwan wil brnches. The gis 
de ago tke "We bave Pop Ie ne to bap wi ales Ate 
Stampede the oath ws are. ‘The lade nd sal bling 
fn whith doth conkng ce Thte wat sso «sal both on te wet 
mand candy. Te wow shade 

Sih ig. booth wa 0 it abort ten See the 
ening men it boat Wen and rane ight Everone was 
Senciea."buc piers marmar of dcuragenent. They Enally moved 
Mack ao equpmen ne the Chih we beencat sod ies wet 
fn The All cred ane hundred and nineties Evry youre 























‘The al! members were contalythisking of waye and ie 
ruse money or tey bad dt Hoan 


531 





epoca, Arsong these 




















eer, however ee ap withthe and easing. Se ofthe 
were a6 and git rfc; rummage alee sampale both, 
Welling danas ane sale One of the seven the a 
Row hich Is eoyet by ts young and ol. The L 
Ghats pop aod har pile 













{etm won arta ek of 


In 161 the Ald dc to support» child dough the For Parente 
Pan They were ago Seve enrol gel inthe Philipines Jolie 
{Gara by rane Hes eters wee enjoyed soll bad svi the 
‘oft Jolla arse andthe rapport was dicnaed 














Me Rex omer aud the Ladi’ Aid books fom the me of It 
begining nth 15 


tn 1967 the Ladies Ald made « bene centennial quit which 
ws elle tnd wom by Lauretis Pescoct tm Pod, Mane. Iy the 
Tne yur he Ad ported fos to completely remodel the interior of 
‘Eevee "The werk was dooe by the member of the congestl 





The present memberhip in the Al Is twche. Mostoge ae al 
held every sont rand fer haven't change and the spar 
tl cons I at tong af ee 















lade: Al Bond Gut (won by deck Gel 


LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
(OW PLOW ASSOCIATION 


Ian dump 
















s ommahip and oll He wis allot « cra amount 1 
fs se, be eld hie ool fem, buy ber fer cavers 
The coanll asa whele could oro oe he back apd repay the Tos 


‘hen anes were alc 





‘Scyeral smal gree and ae or wo larger anes were purchase ond 
‘he an toads ere pied. Kas ell on by aes The onl enh 
ery soy Wen gr ctr eatin hey were ett we. Te goernnent 
‘hele sme ofthe bgp crc whi bj the manilaly 
rally. Ale the Few Word War peers droped cop wre poe 
(lull not brow any mee rode bunk. The goverment was aed 
Se vsitanc, but i fon wes i eal shape. The muiplies faded 
tp The poverameat tnt over ad loa the Spc Ara." mala 
Ejet wes to ty alc shearer tate and ite was dane as fe 
tails were tnurned Rows were gelling worse euch for. Brdgs 
td eal were deteriorating aod tally sondemee Farmer we 























puting the pau on and demanded dent ands By pens. Oly 





‘About the mid-oriee acl meng were cll ad lel 
ovement semats wee med. A Bord conan of chal 
fnomies fo py enn, Neat) pay led anda gol 

aan. The rp ofthe ergata wa ober aa presen 
‘8d wet ctrahip witht Special Ares pwede stacy 
> bo pare, 















Noshing mas done by Spel Areas at © sow plowing, however 
Same tnd tory nds wert Heke Tor week A bes war planned rd 
fmumber ‘of ngs wih eons ard show oped me mds A 
tae Wsbaped ala wae but ot of nb t ps the spam of te 
{cal rd ruintiner. Toe very deep Gtr hed to be above ot by 
ESA ‘Ooe day ther were Tounty en and sheen bores othe Bo 
They opel the To fom the highway tamer Schl inorder to 
Tein ela out wry denen afer all ht work toot 
atin sean duet antl sem wes poate to Lp the ne 
toed ope 9 am attongt war te to keep open to Cals 'o 
be Mgiwoy, Pepe deve thir sate thee and et ahem, Thon ben 
they wanted so ge town they wuld toe the tun to Gal’, "Th 
rect on or tee fe yen. 






























Alter mac eae and dis 


Tn 1851. Baar the sat of ere 
jnupe number of dovatons frm busncumen in Hanns end. Crigmye 
sl wear appeal ry ch 





cn 
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A frm maunt rotary som plow was parhabd for fees ned 
sd ity dla, and mained Te sow plow operator ws Laren 
ciche and very son the plow ws in tac ta proved maces I 
Siam raed owes atthe rac did ot bv salient omer, 
So's pu bar was manufocered. Te tector and plow were then ped 
a snd cer Tht wero ea improve bat ner proved 
tafe The posh br bee wnder thes thea, acer 
Injured, bt mot sro” Amore rly push barat but for the 
erin othe tm sad tx ltr yen ger tects were ed end 
I'Ziin one was cometary Inronce which cover all mombers, ae 
{alto ou aod sll in el Operating eapencs wer derived ot 
Yesry cements stom work 1 members an non-member A grant 
UTR ined few the Spal A 

















The planned plowing ute was rg thir our mile lone 
Dsing eft ps the snow plow operator bad sed fb all itt, 
but arthe year west by thee seamed tobe les tnd lee plewing TH 
ts due 10 higher seve Youd, more sow feces pat op end. my 
how he winars happened to be ihe Dang fe part wo Sass 
the Speci Ares snow flo bive teen sein Ha ma roads tit 
eet hit hat Rp esl. 


‘The South Grigmyle Soom Plow isnot put ae, however. At 
procutonary mstute the plow sound cry fll tad eady 1 €0 
{ere ‘hore are sora tines dering the wit when tf ed 12 
‘lar the snow in dew, oto gan eal bia oan Dlskd Yoo 

The soow plow peat daring the yeas have tee Last 
Mache, Eat and Cl Andes, Harold Nine, Wild en Alb 
NMasne and Ken Moench: Mech ert goes thse mea who braved de 
fall cod pat fo teny hour of realy appeal te 

‘THE RURAL MAUL 
tom sous by Peer Calter 

Communications wa of unest importance a bomastadr day, 9 the 
poner who ean have fon muy pre ofthe wore, Borge Engen, 
Svan, Germany, Resa and USA, ‘They all lve er and very 
‘kar feds bend. Sometimes the homestadre had olive aloe for 
‘many months ata tine "They became very lnm and Teter eat 











‘When we came othe Hand Hil in 1008, tare was the Hand File 
ot Office ard nae managed by KS. Congo. The mall came in fom 
{Gschon nce week on Fay There were a all exis One bough 
he malt far athe Dery fry, an he oer cnn phd up there 
te rough to the pt fice 








In the wink ine, when the rads were bn, the mail caer sme 
ime id not rive ul de omni ut te ntore mould befall of 
provi waltng forth a Me. Conlon woul vet Hight ety td 





woul eal out se name. Tote that were there sou all 
PRS the i aeme woud be called snd thee would be many 
Bese Tac although Twas ey young anid mot get mc mal 
PEE) tthe pea lice many eT wae slweys Bepry Ho get «te 
ino for my baer 








‘Wil the people mere waking for ther ma there dt be ot 

cl stg an ng eing on I seer ne ay ello ws sing 

ling fee ll the gods ta te sles apd he sito woes fellow 
Wout yo the el sme how tings” 


“The oer ely answered No. The wou be any fon in ha.” 
No? Why ma"? 
‘Wal ier reo plo in thi eum” 


he day «lllow, who wat waling fora Jett from his sweetheart 
in the Old Country. mas eed “What ate yo ging tf yoo don 

‘Pate tm hee tig He anemesed Vl fo home sod Yad ve ll 
the one a jt at ander wed” 





Tremenber, very well the man who bought fe pounds of te He 
cata dou orp en Bint aed tt ake fx There ed 
Gta loses tl smoked then iw ht pipe The make as lp oa 
cp be ce sa 








Swon alter the rion came 10 Craigs in 112, the Hand ls 
at Oe cel yp and wis moved cpl af mo Gorge Moron 
He lead letra ew years but wat sland up and hen the pope 
ld og © Grigmy or tl mal 


Meni govern had opened up a pst ie In tmnship 22 
called Lawsoarg ste De Lavasn oer and is read open ll 
mene tins the i920 John Hendon mas the pst asi end mall 














‘About his ine It ecame known hat the goverment wold be wig 
to oul e turd mal ove Hace mere cough oct. tink 
Negseeeniy mall Hows (our dally each) aa «slab ote wih 
‘ne meng So we canvanc the dst sd git the nqseed pe 
Seon Signed The gorstment especie the tout and our plane wee 
faite mal one fm Crag south sl n open te. 








Mr Hs ram Cail was the pst aster for my yar, Tenders 
were for also ths ruts td Sit Ree war mica in 
Ting tot Jb tle bad the ob for ang tine nnd wars rst lp to th 





Me tenes, ot DG. a he was commonly sll, to hed « gomy 
sore ing, DE a his owe emense made trngements ave 
(esetes dltered wit he tu." Fools fat onal ter orders 
eM es and Shey wee delerd wih the onal Thi was 4 pet 


=r 




































see ply ihe wine when the rode re ak fr 
tlle tip Gordon Brosks was on ths roe to and 0 a 
Many thar ty ale get tack to tm ln 
People were very tel lor is wonder servi 

















RURAL TELEPHONE 












for bei. "Tre was aly one doin, DL 
fee ioe, wl ete alia ce th 
they halo be cate for st bame When 
only way 0 ivan by tat. 
These were any ne 

st Ua ave tb nde So gue 





















Tn 1814 the poverment mas building the man lepose 
town to town nem the wea "Thle seamed n oad time to apy for 2 








rot to Elmer 90 
thar anal sichoed othr mae 
al your neghbos yoo waned sapthing. or call omcane que fe 
wey tome pre they were home blo ping tere "This ed acy 

















inpertant of ll you could ll the date tf you 
Fae ns eel neste dung hese 
WP I8: Hunde of pele were ak, ometines whe aes 
al tab up tie United Church a Celgene 

















was only lca ad we cool only get Cralpnyle. Then 
ned to oll rural ins ot the eost of five dlrs 
ste on high for mt pep 






Then the Ceignyle fermen ccptd «new plan. costing ie 
dat Sa st ta wen te dollars depen om Bow tt tey 
“sen om ihe mainline The rt ble, were two dels « moet 

2 iannt was loner our ld ybone. Now we could 
se Gk dmoce and goverment san Rep the phones good 









Ths worked wry well sb 
ue pap th does Altoogh the 
ie yas» lint and ee er 


met et ff evil, 
fer cut ff unt wash on 
Tait on the ie south e€ Cniga The only reaen ng 
{Sh dr aceunt of scknen Wk ony one phone fle ithe dst 
RE CLSESH dane meager ead ealsomebaly tthe phone: 1 








athe goverment could not manta ne fr only ane subse, 
dnt was sate eof the syste a the nes se came bok 

SS Magee, Cyr to hen an sok i dy would se seme of 
ints could oe i or enclng bo they mould tot pre wo tl 
They wil they wold Hie to slo ine No.2 and fine No, 10 
wey ae thir ofr ls) fo the community and ave Tem 
‘Ried he Une and have'stepioneof hiro agin. They ee 
‘Shug to vets good dal WK weld zane t haven ined 
rovp oct In Cate they weald vee man some oot and xa 
Sing tow Tha fi 


























Me: Munro, fm Calg, came out and explained the pln tw 
vo ffm ata Company fled The Alpha Muto! Telephone 
“Gripe, We bad to gir an erin of about how mach 
ng avd they weld sell the spay a he 
sees diay te ens ple coling braces nd lalate nd 
EES er pound forthe wes The phones mere tbe sven dale exh 

















This was apectle 10 Wand 1 as elo chateen, We dlc 
act and hide seeiny-teasnt tn Ceaigyes We dew i 
eter each subst at sence dallas ta ty sents fink 
eee a ecount ening, So there ta Lt of wome witout py 
Fie ce tno wo move mad reales That wat ow the peut cleo 
hn Simei Belg sed a happy to sn rl operation Fey. 


0 



























































UR.A, AND BUA, OF THE HAND HILLS 

der dhe guide of Me Hugh Brow: the UA, was ng 
semetine in the 9000 Me. Brown we poset fr gle fe Jee 
Penk and Mer Brynn were ste tgp fo tof the 
Sestion eves very acne wl the 1950 af which tne the Hand 
Hill UPA. "wae dann 

14 never re-onpanied ul January 21,1955, when he nae wa 
then Hand ils FUA I ala tthe soon, camps SPP 
‘Svig lich taboo sale, ce 


Here the lst of fils in the Mand le dough the year: 


President: 

‘Abert Rosin 1955-1057; Walter Radi 1858 and 195; Don Bene, 
ig 196196 Alex, 196) an 104; Rell Rain, 1955 a0 
Tl etme Were 1907 en 1958 


‘Vice Prien 

Vern Brown, 1055 and 1058 Hardy Gals, 1851; Vero Brown, 
tose190; Wales Re, 161 and 162; Renta si, 1963 and 1964 
Helmut Wenner, 165 and 1968; Den Beret, 1957 and 1908 








Sertary-Teaurr: 
cer Rade, 165; Dave Monch, 1056-1963; Male Moron, 1964 


ULEA, Co-op Soran, Viet Mosh 1965 and 1966 


{HE HAND MILLS HUSTLERS 
tv Parsi A. MeDowato 

“The Hand His Young People’s Group was organo, ring the 
student mins of Me Sen Ktsen about the eur 1958, Among, 
ihe carer unter were the folowing: Lebel Brown, Lacy, Margret 
hd Mary Mowochy Lone and Jack Dona, Paps Charlie and 
Maude oct Elner, Macs, Raby st Dorthy Gina, Marre 
Miles Re We and Row’ Mane, to name ony few. Mactogs 
there taal el oth High Scho t -monthly Ire. The ena 
‘Sh an completely inenennnnaonal nd awe vay of poets 
‘woe undevsteoughout be dice anda all tet the TPS. 
Feectonel Oficial of the Hand Hille Hosters end pecyiry 
faces by Drombele, std de etry flr ka abreast of It 
tres tin Yoong Peoples work, We hed two diferent ety the Test 
‘ing te Hs bck ed ply tesco 3 Hs mar opal ob al 
Ag ths servic projets tected were thee: ring fande to purchase 
the prscntplano a the Clb Hom: puing te wall, sports counters 
windows tthe brent of te aly ny ao ily load 
Jed the patter onthe ccafon, and sone veal Ener Pt hap 
Signe sh ng with th pcg mates 


sa 


















“he Huser dhuckle when thy ramener the dest plage hat 
aly shorten te ng. Sagi mine rele and presentations 
"TE pley wherein ent Key ard Elmer Mateo deemed ai to 
ep fic rommate ot i etee sll "ake ap" the ld gee 
The summer tie bl este ler er were rer vents 
PS apo lthe Hand Hills beauty sp sgh as: Rays 
Slearing the Congdon groves wth of the High School he Take shore 
South ff the Cla Hows, omen a ew. Programs of entrainment 
frre alvays wel pad, and single scempanimoat wa fen 
Mf ont th lat gh hes The winter ating pty 00 Macc 
Tim Moen Lake a the Hand Hila Lake ll ing beck memes of 
‘ho bape a 
‘One of the mot ambi poet nite by the Young Poole’ 
coup as the pletion of «pp cle th "Hand Hille HL 
Fe ual wh published several eons was flows: Edt: Charl 
Moree and Thy MeDonl, Socal: ob Brown, Ale, 0 the 
Lela Als MeDoalh Jokes and Cartons: Jock MeDonaly Lest 
tod Found’ Handy Gar Cookery Myea Hunt and Mary Mosneh 
Sports: Vernon Browns Bran: lenorn Gals and Jean Key 








The 




















Some of the exerts ere sch ge hat we fel they are worthy of 
rerolucion hee Tie flowing fs sme oa cleo ef poems 
‘ilsg "We, The Poi’ wher each mer was roared to seat 
‘Shri! poem abot anther monet hove nama be ad dawn Ts 
ne called “Ode to Jack McDonald by Vernon Brows 


‘Cowboy Jock lhe snow 
‘en en the sd or ight a ome 
Sot of th ake, dha where es 

‘oul bey knw hi by i big rows ba 
Ii sammanitybeper em demand, 

Yo ld im rudy og a hand. 

To Jack and Bock, he bhkin mae 

‘Wer sy, ood tsk” to dandy pa 

















Te bi ely Ey Cale dfn Ey my wel 
eet nt ee a ede eles 
Sr a er ae is sl a 
ng na 








“Did you coe hear of the thre Chinese srs who die ee 
amavis To Yong Toy To Dus Ta and No Yon Ta?" On the ore 
‘Sloe se hr th ed pcm were the ong thaghe in devo 
fel peepre by Ibe Brown sod publaed in he HirLighte 1 oot: 
ft qtstoe by’ Wills. Pen epee to pax tg ths ie bat 
nee heeoe thee be any Kndnete Tt tow any pol hg 
TS de way tll bet ttn do Soe‘ dla meget 


ss 

















ie ny eat ight thin els world to glow 











At Hn tht uroath igh wherevee I may 0. 
Gahake ny eg lil st whet de werk ey 18 
Stee wbat heath and engin Thave may eve my neighbours bet.” 





‘And therein, pes ll whl or all unkown, ol stated the 
furore whch stated he Hard Hille Hovde ae short march 
Tittgh ibe yen For though he group dsr the books were Deron 
tnd be bank acon tr oes oe Hand Hil Abii Asotin 
The ners ss il glow fn barbers, As we carly remember 

Tone, majle pone of meer arching down hgh the Musee 
Tanke feel we cn aly mye “Purpose Aeompl” 














HAND HILLS SPORTS 
by Don Baer 


BASEBALL; The fis second of eginae apt fe the dic, as 
remembered by Francs Canny, we spac he on fly 4, 1910 





mus eran gree, Tie an, Oo af the following 

ne" Georg Ves, Herman Joerg, Man ar Bett Kel, Herman 
Side Water Aly Came Maton, S.A Petenon Bert Nixa td 
Jiu Jl Bert Baws wat Iter sooty athe ten 














Daring th alt winter f 1910-11 ow bx sls wre el at 
te urls Sco! to tae money fr enor, nce mit Boy 
prvcur end ae These eens dew gel eros td). Trecnaman 
Er auebecr proved very cites, Forme boc sold to Frank Coors 
‘Re Sosded neti te ge af denen asa, The med el 























Bet Kelth was an outtanding pitcher, Tom DeMott was oually at 
ged behind the bo a he was Bede the pte wih the ba, Herman 
{fbere eld down send be end his bie runing wee tsi Ma 
Kee shorn poste cat oeny poet ron at fb 
Herman short payed fot wth «wey lysine and could get om fs 

ing eli. Gage Ves mat power hier wh played 
‘Wate Ach td power gh wtn and wide not 8 
Aer dal connect wh some Tong ane The leer ll tel! he 

















‘nwa wie the oohders ware Tor l that Waiter len 
Tito there (alight emggeron thks Francs 





the rot the sts at they later alle 
cot fF MeFade' oe 




















Daring he diay 2 
House lee church on Sando 


Some payers and ump dw be oan to ako par the playing 
Sunday thatthe weather was dosnt atthe land Mile Cheb 











Ay ty that had glove was crsin to mate the team, tb 
sits wad te uve eqlpent, og the cutie generally bad 
‘atch baranded, Save of the gle who played on tse picker es 
fancy were Rut nd Pat Mey rs 

ted Oro Fi, When Lawrens 

Tettey were alse tng fo bode adem. opts winging 
m roken hut was tual exten ‘Thereenege finaly sole of 
vy eld Lane Steger at hat ow oe cul bak te 
atc bel owe Ther web ae ley wre tn only 




























‘aod ematvr the Red ucets The regula aye ware compel 
tony of fang Kee at Kang and thy paced ihe Eine 

“Tie Hand Tile Scho! bad ensier tam whith some of the players 
‘ree Harman ard Bis Jobirg rence Courtney, Arma Ver 

Yew Schoo fs hid agro of Inbal ene 

{ily Prion, Hers and ote. 

















Fred Bere, an area bl fan 














eas inca that and His and Gorge woul art playing 
coach ete ond for eral yur the fo tse hed conte a oe pte 
‘the ber nue very Sunlayaftruson, Noone wl ver eget 
Comptes When bs cone 

es ttle wii No en war cer 







































BA Zarboc and Cis Berth alo 


hile boll genes were el Billy Millar's paste, 
Tbh dough lis west of Reel ets ons 





1944 hadllIapse comping, Hand His, Soaps, Hana 
Dela Ealing ad Copy wae farmed The Hand Hil bys coed 
by Erenls Corey an Alt Ri enjoyed several years goa al 
Uses Wel, entcer sod prime manager wt te lds: player 
tothe team and was rea aout in hk pak norm neq fo 
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1950 the Hand Hil plage i 2 seen tam tur 
a July 1. The Hal pe apinat Wayne as ra th 
fake on the mn for nd ils de he fast all relly ake 
etnold oi the eter, had «srw and To's week aferwar,As 
tie'nin neared the hors rhubarb ane ter the hd 
emu fet play Ise the dlonod. Tle was pling fest tide 
‘ot leak the sn The umpire Bally fled the payer 
fot ay nT game war sgn ald on acount of 

ss ond Wayne wat ahead by te sre of texto to, Te Hand 
eben hey had layed wel pt i To 
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Sone ofthe players who wore Hand Hil norms white hey wee 
ss te Highway Rie Langue wor, Lanrence and Eimer Maetbe, Sn 
He Ried Kel, Lore ond Ket MeDenelé, Vero Brown, 
Fie et Vin Howard, Gel Mabey, Doo Bend, Reni 
cae on Herb and End Red Hilt Were, Clarence Gr 
‘acta Bly Cooper Bly O'Nely HM, Emil ithe Jack Ka 
ry i Zarb, Ve Mecge, J Finlay, Chil, Ln 
lain Mate Acton Jin Guns, Monts ok Harold and Don 
ic, Disk Shonen Lsard arn 























Helowt Werner all ptches bal for Vizur tn lea 
‘re nd lo it ag al forte a 








SOFTBALL: Sib wat played same dig the tis wth the 
‘use ball wich cou made to carve two fet in ay, dreon 
Sse hat tw heawind bat wart nl sound 1058 that « 
Tee Me termed elle he Bled Fatal League comping three 
Hn tere Rinse, ls sod Leia, Horst Coul, Snare Del 
hol il, Hudson Bay aod Bollpnd This legoe bes peated up 
the pee tne with ovr fothe same Han Hl doped 
se B18, Some othe Hand Hil players were Lead Ala, Howard 
{rn Ly a Lannie MeDondl, Clon Beedle, Vera Brown, Helm 
emer Morte Beck We, Sn ad Lary Rein Ben Metin and All 
{Geary il oR Rak, Jae Lent, Rapmand Stepper, Lore 
Tien and Jn Quick 











oe runy years Han Hs had two very acd ups who wee 
calle on toons ata hes gun ad sunt nthe sounding 
‘dr Val Gabel wu pera be mere fice of thet, bat Herm 
ish on ued ding nyo oo 
Teoma ea ame was geting ton tenes be wold marge oF 
Facial gt at by tuck orb Bel thon Be wold tanger arena 
fs cll doy am ht ba Kk ocala for awhile then 
he SeeG fad lened op a Behe would pe uneadliyback on Be 
TES Swebble up tte late abd ll play ball eta tht th fans were 
fra beter hem ta fore be wet int his He 

















eisold Rin fat in esnt yrs atended umpire schools and 
has lca at many sll ge te di 


HOCKEY: Hokey wa lym he Had Labo on 
ther wee etough ler ara to make pile, Jack Mile, ho 
BST Sih he Renfrew Millon eu Oram the Staley Cup 
‘Eopon n't memomble pe In 1910 men they bed dele One 
severly and erenyne long the gle hed scored: was Ue fot Sports 
Fc, feck spat aver wnt playing foe" Elimomon ere had 
emhnlhed ‘Prac the Hand Ye Fis roc Mal Miler and 
Se Marto wee to ery gon sky player Inthe ly day 
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During the thine the ecind genera wat coming of ao and 
the lal hye sare plying ile cto. Everyone seed sle 
‘Stung or boom a fic of sats sod ck of sre but Toe sera 
Years dito the sere of money, other qupnet war pus od vs 
Pieces ef flor calor Held Ty pla by rabie rings ot fom ee 
fd one all cher foes wre waly wd ey proc the and 
Sree! pal wth el op sown or made scope pron for te lp 
ex Steer gurke ee condoned so Be wontoesary and vel 
roe te anda belay ent 














Dating ti eal tage of development Sunday alenonn ames were 
slay lary on Funes dam oro the Hand ls Lake as 
Froese uit olen the ast layed the West andthe ing 

depend om whare I wan eed Ep the ter more of les ee 
“Tins cones mere aan gute ebay the le were argu at ys 
hese snd mame of your bet Ide had chips dl soars 
ind ie to threes beoe the game wan completed The ep, ome 
‘eth san pened snd he Sweat edo your back, wor anally 





In few year the loa boys became te af paying each other 
tts incre dagresmenta a atrial playing eigsrng com 
Tunes Elmer Flt the oldest tay in the” goup tok Garp and 
rng or per with Wet, Vedat Val, Began, Dory, Par, 
Gatgrsle Bells Youngworn; Crcto Phi Sout’ Michie, Pa 
{ake and often’ He hed rd fouwn ml Toord fp te kt the 
East ors Eno ol rompers ety hed no ple ot be never 
mole puch He ene! hokey me mech abe de «hore 
Soon end when be ill you of @ cooing comet with «beg 
emmy His eyes It op snd he laghed i etpaton 








(oe such gue on Thurbler’s dam, aginst Wats, rested fn 
Droken eg or ed! uate Maye wi bavog Taner 
2 ms scone’ fot that had hee num tnd party teen, would 
‘etre nd iat solrtoem are Wonk! baw o jeu tcunlo te 
{Ee pain whl hh seme eplasdl 








Transpectation Wo tho games wet somtimes In cero Bent 
egy: mmoy tne Una onic or rmble et fair vee Cit 
Tumble went onthe car was day cal and mire stony sped er 
Fite mies pr hour) or eet in the bck of 19 Che tak 

ne of which was owned bythe Matches and one by the Mats. The 
layers and hackey gear wer amd Ino spice ao te ait of 
fo single bod wes apelin spre ovr the tp Fet went esp 
nd abode gu a, bt everyone eae te ls 





Somtine daviog the exly fries Hand ils play gee i the 
Druin arena gait the Rink Hat Tee way fata playing in 
fer endo tens wt heady sl; ie same aco fo wich the Betey 
Broth wae playing with sich sl. Eom then an one ame exe ese 
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acre yar thi Pek league 
Usimnt  he Hand Hehe pla 

foe jen for 
alte Inde ne la 


















Tight Boring othe wes dea the la 
Ts 1RSD a sain in 1957 the Hand ile bye wee sual in 
op betng ut her anh rl CN 

rns Junie inthe nal mies 

kn penalty and Larne McDonald 








“The sting forward ine of the conc (Pals Conroe) es he 
rw ine ef Rey Metunl, Lavroce Matte and Emer Meee 
‘My. payed. tether for many” You and earned to mvaipate each 





The flowing i tof some of the pliyes who wore Hand Hy 
color oes 8 30 per pa fom, HIG. Jack ler Se and Te 





mcr, Morsay Oral fod Dale et, Harel, Abert, Lana, Wale 
wed Gq ila, Lore Teck sid Keith MeDonald, Reload, Dan 
set Freak BenedtEmer end. Lawrence Maceo Bill aad. Fed 





Coetneys Eleni Bany Moh, rank, McFadden, Vin Howard 
Reber london, Henbote Layrence snd Teen fein, Joba Pidiy, 
Tie Boca, Lawrense Prine, Lyd Hage, Mike Aeron, Kl 
[iboson, for BeMots Aled Thunb, Cel Mayberry, George Nene, 
Nerne Berens Roger Peson, Reh ugben Ken Kinion, rank Me 
1atan, Hlnat Werset, shy Viton, Doo Msn, Mele Maro 
John aserale Ivan lame Bily Choe Mt Sil, Jim Qusbolk 
earls Clare ap Erie Catan John Bi Hagen ard Brea 
Trp, Couches ovr the yeas nc | Mle, le, F Courtney 
tod Mons 











Hand ls ao had jor tum that we called the Col, They 

id st ofthe prating the atte Er scoala payed mat 

{ely gemer m Hanna a aril Those comets‘ the Hanna 
it mre hai alas andsjoyed by vero 








FOOTBALL: Football ad ite yay at the cub In the eal 
wenden soo afer he Racks mined othe county For awhile 
Eat gmc were played botnet Hose "Track and Hand ila 
ster ve tom tape was femed with Hanna, Hand Hil Heat Lake 
Stree and Line Bate arate One gam reves 
thd Hane Hille reste in broken fog fr Jak Mowe of the His when 
ie ap Dr, Hancdle bh Hele tthe ball. he seme dine Some of 
the Tend ils players were Mel Miler in gpl LG and, Rabe 
JPM J. Day! Ringo, D. Flavell, BNA. Oe and J Mare 








BOXING: Boxing wis ever pratt the cub hut sweats 
syere el thee that fe wiry of ote Abt 160 fn th evening er 
the stampede bout wos old the cvig rink whch. fenturel. A 
Reaiemar (eoring name Art Reddy) varmat red Mare The names of 











‘Another but late fall of 1930 srw severe lee as pricing 
son thst wer Vi Howard vs Reland Bevel Ft inn) 
Franca Max’ Whey and Ells [ebnog Henman Joburg and. Sherwocd 
cvs luo wont 4 couple ound dpe ther jm 





Te the fal of 891 another out wat eld atthe Cla Hew wi 
Rt ey ee Key Ge Sth ad la 











The last bate a the Cub Hse wa tage n 1946, by the 


Ake Clan the new oct atom: Poly Pah velaniseed is 
Sata cece and be nomic nerves that you woskd not fd 
Fever bouts nyse in Canada: The flowing Isto te pari 
pons end Pacy ede them ll det Leord Havhon vs Ele 


Biot, Water Hareson se. Helmet Were, Bil Fano vs. Kenny, Well 
td Carne Havronn ve Ae Milla Bach Publ alan ow three 
‘ion rounds agin yout aly who ad ben prose be would 





CCURLING: Curog ws an ttt ces fo 196 when he ik 
vs bl at vhe lab Towne, Two shes of a mere kept In od eal 
hd many local farmers pent mare tne atte rink than at home, In 





Tay Hand ss composed of Erie Pea (hp) All Ke. Bil 
Milo and Jock wars sk Hint pee atthe Hanna Song To the 
‘ne year ate eal Hong elt fn te rik wer of the lab Hose 
four (oa lds wom top, beeen the nome eon They wee 


Mig, Bay Ha. he). Mi, MR Har and Mn re 








BASKETBALL-Poskal as ol by Gladys (Penk) Wilson 
Ssetbll of «srt was played nthe Club Howse ara 1823 by 
any caper aloes whe undestd the pp of te game Wut mo 
ives Gradually ine ge posed er mort ofthe Yl wee 
Bscved aby HO’ Bt km merged tha was aldo. 
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sttse beck wth ena ier when he gave a big ail 
Earon's Note: Th a played baseball ot never tod 
les fase thatthe seo 
Alt in the il were sometime cre ane ious a, when 
oun teins tock up he yume of othy wont thang the ar 








vdsg: butte eoyment othe parpants id otsuller and the 
neuter ode tn ahs ol te Payers ere eyed to no ca by 








on Joly fet, begun land Hills Jos 
aod Seip furore wast good Matin a wht could cea, Serer 
“Tons hand Tl layers fa never payed ae of buch efor, = 
Sheen cel ee f ing Sept her ood Btery of Fit 








Ie the second lonog Hand ils ot we boys on bate howe 
ot Jon Bother hit gone 0 erat. Everyone heed «gh 
wrcel when al unser gi to tele laces bower, Jon dl note 
STR Ui he ale scond Trcng the Fanner sen Tee othe 
Td sale home. Another si ofele Tom he 

al dant op. He ep rite hid and 
eee oy on tid to eect that aven, Wie te rnd serene 
{Eat toy se manage onc me nly. Bese omental 
tndst thee an heme Kil. He go nto sot bt rose 
The'Seae ters at lghly dete they threw wl and he ran 
hme sanding up, 








fe gory ot bat 














‘hase were the only runt the Hand Hl bos gail in the gxme 
sod they were been bythe Sapa Squad by Topi scr, but all 
fens wl pretty never se a are decried a foky bee running 
‘ian fat eae pat on by Job Boece 





LEP THERE pe Liga 


On the afirmais of pil 20, 1854, the fw general meting of 
roe tem atid of te Hand Hils Lake wan bold, rave 
nl letatin. Some plininry work od been done pe to thi 
‘epurdo atsing art ne ene common Bil Lennon, 
‘Meperst ir Ferm Hlesiciy, fom the Bramble of, was 
ihe Apel ment mtg 

















Invrst om high snd dhe ft ence boned was elec. Those on 
‘heat bard ene Ed Gall, Ws Modi A. Mews, Dy Lent, RR, 
BY Mommel © Hart €: leur and © ag The gana bea 
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egiwrd under ihe Cop Avs Bran ofthe Department of tnd 
‘S'Devuopnen ands known a he Hard Fille Rural Eatin 
‘Semin ler ad to py al energy eo 











INANCING: Although the tension line are farmer ne 
le Alors Government tte vss pane by whic sucha poet 
ed ee tanned. Ta 198 the fw of sch plans Dame vale 1 
ee ahi was Known asthe Guarnte Ace Tele the formes 
esa nelson he ieee government chery 
Beier ha In 195, je pee to te organising of The Han 
Fil Becton Atscntio Lolo, the Revlsing Fond Act came 
Re ets mule en len pr cet down pyres tn Far 
tpay i belane ates atd aerball erent Tn won and en 
Me sap the gure of lend upon which the Temstnd was 
awed ater the fits fr one dwn pape wns eed so mercy 
em payment of ene hersed dlrs Alo Iter the Long Term Act 
LESTE DIEM rh gread the Tour soured by the farmer over * 
Spiacyear prods at thee and one hall per ee 











































To date the auntie membership ower due 1 farms hanging 
hands Pte mest pra instalation hare bee tka onthe 
Means oF apes erly evig sme aed alts ile for the 
Ene bong Ts cere genre endfor are geting lrg 











‘Te are coveted hy he Hand His oral Ele 





DIRECTORS: tn addon othe rg excite mentinal bor 
the lowing hve served onthe Bout Dietre at ome tie ding 
the pes outern yen Dick Gall, Herb Rages, Clarene WI 
Benes, Mart Lonfny, Bet Seer, and Eat! Andru 

Pst, the Bor of Dison cmp V. Gabe —Presient 
Mohit Sereey wh the falling a distor: F.C. Coveney. F 
Borgomerer, N’ Mspacke V. Brows, R. Crlcahenk, A. Moench, 8 
Jam 








CONCLUSION: Let us rominios,bering mi few th 
whit Mr Webi it wth fom rvs our meeting "Let Us 
TEM Nigel ae dayne ght ltd he wndcbrget 
rene Mine one ued lowes Boar yas te aera monthly power 
asumptnn, Nove hey re dan ld ll ice rr eletfeton 
eae tu ein, ba or lek tac the counry ta of an 
‘eng and see the its ene she proud by Tar we on a 


























‘Seat ih hr urbe str. On te farmend al lary hs beame 
‘twenty. ss mony ofthe ns elie, Ie connable Yo anyone 
See bas el pone oop attend ost do who ts 





TRgkly conta seve Ths conmanty ae 20 meny others shoud wel 
TES SPat the rd rl. Pse shuld prt all the ceed dctos 
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DEDICATION 
vy Jona Lenresry 
We proudly present our “Hand Hills Heritage 


4 history’ of pioneers who came from every lane 
from every walk of life t 





‘and 
this land of promise. Pio 
neers, who, with a wealth of inexperience, batiled the 








elements; enduring heartaches, loneliness and. despair 
Pioneers who had the strength, courage and fortitude 
0 withstand the hardships with the sweat from their 
Bodies and prayers from their heart. Pioneers who are 
going quickly, or gone—gone as surely as we ourselves 
shall shortly be gone, ane generation vanishing after 
another. 





In writing this book we have made a modest 
attempt to record the thoughts, their desires and their 
deeds. Their perserverence has left us @ wonderful eri 
tage, one of which we should be proud. 








is with great honour we dedicate thi book to the 
future gengrations in loving memory of the pioneers 
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CHAPTER 1 


WARRIOR OF THE HILLS 
ay Jouw Leseat 





One of the more prominent features of South Easter Alberta is the 
height of the land known as the Hand Hills In earlier times these were 
called the Michichi Fills. This name, which had been vsed by the Cree 
Indians for meny generations, means Little Hand. These hill, together 
with thelr counterpart ia the Wintering Hills, form a high plateau which 
Tires almost a thousand feet above the surrounding country. The deep 
Walley of the Red Deer River slashes like « knife through the heart of this 
highland from northwest to southeast. 





This was once Indian county. Here the tribes huntod buffalo and 
fought. Blackfoot, Cree, and Assiniboine warriors met and died in long 
forgotten battles, each tribe claiming the sole right to hunt in these disputed 
hills. Some old legends seem to suggest that the Blackfoot, at a much 
earlior time, had migrated from their ancestrel home and trespassed in 
Gree teritory. AL all events, a consiant state of war existed between the 

sing ell rival claims, the Blackfoot, inured 10 
hardship from boyhood, indifferent to pain, and secking no honor greater 
than death in battle, was king In this realm of grass and buffalo, Every 
Blackfoot boy war thoroughly trained in the use of the simple but eom- 
petent weapons of primitive warfare 











‘The short and powerful Blackfoot bow, seldom exceeding three feet 
in was capable of diving a shaft through « bullalo. The shortness 
‘of the bow made it easier to handle in brush, and also tended to make it 
8 faster and more responsive weapon. Up to one hundred arrows were 
Carried ina quiver, so placed that it wes possible to reach for « shaft, 
place, and fire it in one continuous motion. A skilled warrior could keep 
from two o six arrows in the air at one time, A small circular shield 
made of fire hardened butfalo hide was carried 10 deflect enemy arrows 











Several theories lave been offered to explain the naming of these 
hills. One of the most widespread suggests that the range consists of five 
ridges, spread lke the fingers of « giant hand. A study of the hills them 
selves, however, does not support this theory. The true explanation goes 
far back into the dim past.'The exact date is unknown, but the events 
probably took place between three and four hundred years ago, Ancient 
Blackfoot, Cree, and Assiniboine legends give an inkling of the truth, 
‘These stories have been handed down by word of mouth from father to 
son, and during the centuries have been chenged and distorted. However, 
when all the fragments of Information from various sources have been 
Pieced together, there emerges the story of a man whose name once 
Spread fear throughout southern Alberta 

In the seventeenth century the country along the Red Deer River 
was largely unknown to the white man, It was a wild, desolate land of 
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hot dry summers and fierce winter blizards, It was a silent lonely land 
where the ery of a circling hawk, or the cali of « coyote from hillside 
were the only sounds to break the stilInes, The thick upland grass thrived 
Jn the sandy soil and provided some of the finest buffalo range in the 
west. "The great herds roamed through the hills and along the river velley 
and sheltered in the brushy coulees, Their principal enemies were. the 
roving bands of Blackfoot and Cree hunters. 


Horses had not yet appeared on the western plains. Thelr coming, 
whieh did not take place until the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
was to completely change the way of life of the buffalo hunters. These 
horses, the wild descendants of those brought to Mexico by Hemando 
Cortes in 1518, gradually spread sp through the central plains. Around 
1730, in a skirmish with the Shoshonis (Snakes), the BlacKioot lest came 
Into contact with mounted warriors. At the tine of this story, however, 
the tribesmen still hunted on foot, working in relays to run down the 
bala, 








Peter Fidler, who travelled through this country in 1792, and_ was 
probably the first white man to see the Hand Hills, desertbes a bulfalo 
hunt, He tells how the young men drove the animals between converging 
fences of brush and sione piles tothe “jump”, This was usualy a “cutbank™ 
or aliff of suitable height, end a corral of brush and poles was constructed 
at the bottom, These kiling places, which the Blackloot ealled “piskan” 
or ‘blood Kettle” were fairly common in Alberta and the Northwestern 
States, and many of them had been in fairy constant use for thousands 
of years. Fidler mentions the terrible smell from decaying meat, which 
carried down wind for miles. For this reason the “Jumps” were often 
‘ade so that the prevailing winds would carry the smell sway from the 
driven buffalo, The herd was kept constantly running and was stampeded 
‘over the edge before the leaders became aware of the danger, ‘The crippled 
tnd broken animals were slaughtered with stone axes and spears, The 
women of the band would then cut up the carcasses and take the choice 
parts, leaving the offal and bones for the coyotes and carrion erows. Much 
of the meat was dried and pounded up with berries and melted fat t0 
form pemmican for winter use. Ifthe hunters failed, they starved. It war 
1s simple as that. 














‘This was a harsh land, where life was short and unbelievably hard 
Death was always nesr, from disease or winter famine, from the upthrust 
hom of « buffalo bull, or from a whisper of a flint-tipped arcow shot 
from ambush, 


At this particular time the Blackfoot fortunes were at a low ebb. They 
were being slaughtered in unending raids and driven from the best 
hhunting grounds. It added little t0 their joy when a crippled. baby was 
bom in a small camp elong the Red Deer River, ‘The child had one 
shrunken hand that resembled the claw of an animal and its chance of 
survival seemed small indeed, 





Starvation during the long winter was an ever present threat and 
the aged and the sick were usvally the first to succumb, The fact that 
the able-bodied hunters most survive and remain strong was recognized 
by all, since the very existence of the whole band depended on thelr 
ability’ to hunt. The crippled child, therefore, fared poorly in times of 
shortage and lived on such seraps as he could find or steal, 











In spite of everything the boy lived and thrived, although the other 
children in the band threw stones at him and called him Little Hand. 
He soon learned to hold his ov and his growing skill and sheer fer 
more than compensated for his handicap. Ie soon became clear that it 
twas unwise to anger Little Hand. He forced his crippled hand 10 draw 
a bowstring and became skilful in the use ofall the traditional weapons 
At the age of sixteen, in the blood and agony of ancient tribal ceremony 
Little Hand became «man 














‘The coming of age rieual was a savage and painful ordeal that 
every Blackfoot boy had to face before he could become a) warrior 
Te his heen described many times by early traders and explorers. Belly 
it was as follows: the young men to be initiated entered the Sun Dance 
lodge and knelt, one at a time, before the medicine fire, The medicine 
man, with a sharp fine knife made two deep cuts in the left breast, 
about two inches apart, and ran the knife under the flesh between 
the geshes. ‘Then he pased a rawhide thong through the hole and ted 
the end tightly. This operation was repeated on the right breast and 
the other end of the thong was passed through and tied. "Then one end 
of « long rawhide rope wes fastened to this thong and the other end 
tied. to the Sun Dance pole. Then, while the seered drums throbbed 
to the beat of the Sun Dance song, the young initiate danced and tried 
to tear out the flesh that held him captive to the pole, This sometimes 
took many hours and the boy was expected to laugh and sing during 
the ordeal. The warriors of the tribe watched him closely, and i he 
fainted from exhaustion, showed signs of pain, or failed to'tear out the 
Hlesh he would be marked as a coward and could never become a 
warrior, He would be allowed only to kelp the women in their camp 
Wwork and would be exposed to the scam of everyone for the rest of 

life To help him to avold this fete his mother and younger brothers 
would sometimes come and pull on his shoulders, to eid in tearing 

the flesh. An alternate method was sometimes used, in which two buffalo 
heads wore suspended by thongs from slits in the boy's back. He was 
‘expected to dance until they tore loose. Every Blackfoot warrior carted 
the sears of this ritual to the day of his death, 





























Not much is known of the eatly life of Little Hand, Like other 
Blackfoot boys he fasted in the lonely Badlands, seeking his pagen gods, 
and praying for a vision. By custom, most warriors received at least 
theee diferent names during their lifetime. The later names were usually 
given to commemorate a vietory, « successful hunt, or some other event 
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in the warrio’s life. A foollsh or cowardly action might also be com 
memorated. A “good” name was greatly valued by the Black 
lly given 


and 
an old warrior to a young man who had performed 
If Lite Hand hed other names they have not come 








Tm the following years he took part in numerous skirmishes and 
proved himself to be a capable and ferocious fighter. His fame as @ 
warrior and a leader spread, end in due time he was appointed « chiet 

was spoken more and more in the Cree lodges 






Michichi carried the war to the Cree for many years, from the 
Blood Indian Greek to the Rosebud, from the Neutral Hills to 
Saskatchewan. His name was known Sweet 
(Kutoyisks). He knew the Serpent yy Creck and made 
offerings to the ancient Ribstone, on its great bill fer to the northwest 
The Blackfoot hunted far afield in the long hot summers. ‘They had 
slain buffalo in the Black Hills, and traded for obsidian in the Yellow- 

returned 10 the hills of his boyhood, 
lel and a champion of his people. Perhaps 
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‘A small potion ofthe John Leech arrowhead collection 
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(One summer day a Cree war party ambushed him in a brush-filled 
coulee. "The war arfows hissed and Michichi fell, mortally wounded. 
Wik the hand of death heavy on him the old warrior was still dan- 
erous, He called out, “Tam Michich, If you want my life you must 
pay for ie” He prayed t the Sun for strength, spread hs arrows on 
the ground belore him, and watched the circling Cree. ‘The afternoon 
thane the ring of dead end dying enemiy grew, and Michichi chanted 
his Death Song as the last arrows were sped. When the ghost of Michichi 
wvalked the dark Spirit ‘Trail he took with him the best and bravest of 
the Cree warriors 





‘The survivors hacked out the stil quivering heart with thelr stone 
knives, and divided and ate it, x0 that its courage and strength should 
‘enter into them. ‘Then, by ancient custom they mutilated the body and 
went theft way, Michichi sil lies in a shallow, unknown grave on some 
Tonely slope of the hills that he loved, the Michich, or Hand Hills 





‘The Red Hunters have gone forever and the ashes of their hearth 
fires are buried beneath the prairie sod. Their way of life is hidden 
in the mists of the lost centuries, and yet—if you ever stand on a high 
Hil and look out over the blue shadows of the Red Deer Valley, the 
Summer breeze may whisper the legend and it may all seem believable t0 





PRE-HISTORY IN THE HAND HILLS 
sy Jean (Coxns) Coor 


‘Travelling through the Hand Hills, one is constantly reminded of 
the pioneers, even where no buildings exist, for they have left behind 
the plantations of caragana and maple trees, the stone foundations of 
thele houses and barns, the pealrle sod. But a closer serutiny reveals 
proof of yet earlier people who inhabited she Hand Hills; their full story 
Ein never be told for no written history tells us their names or when 
they came to the Hand Hills or who was bom or died there, Remains 
of their homes, left for us to ponder, are the boulder outlines we have 
ome to call teepee rings, and no story of the Hand Hills would be 
complete without mention of these hardy and resourceful people who 
feared to survive in a Iend that was often harsh and cruel. Indeed 
ro history of any area of the Alberta plains would be complete without 
mention of the Blackfoot Indian Tribes, who, previous to the coming of 
the white man, had laid claim over this vast area 








Many Indian camps have been noted in the Hand Hills, some smal 
numbering perhaps « dozen teepee rings, while other sites contain teepee 
Fings almost too mamerous to count. Some of these groups of teepee 
Tings have now been recorded and perhaps just in time as vandals and 
industry are slowly destroying these sites, Near the Lake of the J.itle 
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Fishes is evidence of « camp which apparently was still used when 
settlers fist arrived. Stories passed down, say that ‘this camp wes inet 
to dry and smoke fish from the ereck, or perhaps from the Inve Anois 
boulder outline hes been recorded—a large ring of stones over thive, fet 
‘n diameter—we call a ceremonial ring; bringing to mind. thet dhe 
Hills perhaps once echoed to the heady beat of drums, during some rteal 


‘The cultivated fields of the Hend Hills have yet farther evidence 
of an early people, and many’ collectors of Indian artacts have tread 
rumerous types of stone tools, srapers, pounders, as well an arden 
fashioned from bone. Some ofthese tools are of ancient desig, etablshirg 
the ‘exciting certainty that prehistorio man walked. these Hand. Fle 
thousands of years ago, 












CHAPTER I 


‘THE HAND HILLS LAKE CLUB 


Research Committee: Mr. and Mrs. Francis Courtney 
Mr. Vincent Howaed 
Mr, Lorne McDonald 





Warrrey py Pavizis A. MeDoxAtp 

Just as every living organism must have a nucleus to ins 
growth, progress and endurance; <0 every community must have a 
Sustaining entity to ensure its essence of continuity. Thus, within the 
Hand Hills throbbed the organtzation of the Hand Hills Lake Club 
House, pomping the life blood. of entertainment, athletes, originality, 
enthusiasm snd unity through the arteries and veins of the community 
‘And though there were periods when the “great heart” had to rest 
fo rebuild her flagging constitution and even sedder days when she 
seemed sick financially, physially and spiritvally; never for a moment 
did the people of the eree forget to listen for the faltful throb of her 
recovery and sigh with satisfaction as they watched her rejuvenation. 
So sit awhile, and place your Finger on the pulse while we trace its 
spasmodie beat from birdh to maturity 











‘Club House in 1923 
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THE LONEBUTTE RED GROSS 


Sinoe the Lonebutte Red Cross was singularly involved in the first 
stampede at the Miller ranch we pay tribute to them in the publication 
of this early record and membership list prepared for us by Mr. Ed Bell, 


Quote: “The Lonebutte branch of the Red Cross was organized by 
Catharine Heaton in 1916 and it grew to be a very successful group. A 
U. FA. pienie and sports day was held annually at the Lonebutte 
School and’ when someone suggested passing the hat to collect something 
for the Red Cross, some of the UPA. members disagreed, since the 
sports day and picnic were being sponsored by the UPA. It_ was 
stiggested that a sports day nd pienie be staged for the benefit of the 
Red Cross. All agrecd that his Was in order, Jack Miller was present 
snd volunteered to put on a show at his ranch and donate the entire 
proceeds to the Lonebutte Red Cross, Jack Miller assumed the full 
esponsibility of advertising, preparing the grounds, collecting the stock 
and managing the show, which twrned out to be « big success, July 20, 
1917, 




















To express thelr appreciation the Red Cross presented Jack Miller 
with a finely engraved gold watch which Jack Je- proudly exhibits to 
Anyone interested. After the first stampede proved to. be a great success 
ik was soon decided to hold another show for the benefit of the Red 
Cross the following year, In which the Hanne, Craigmyle and Delia 
Red Cross locals also participated in serving lunch and refreshments 
tnd each shared in the proceeds. 





“The following people were members of the Lonebutte Red Cross 
ducing World War L Mrs. Owens, Sr, Mrs. Wm. Clyne (nee Alice 
Owens), Mrs, Bill Anderson, Mrs,” N.”Cameron, Mrs. Willard Hall, 
Mrz. Dave Reeves (nee Lily Sims), Mrs. Sims, Sr, Mrs. Thomas Heaton, 
St Mts. Leonard Bell (nce Catharine Heaion), Mrs. R. Cummings, 
Mis, Charles Douglas, Mrs, Harry Cowan, Mes, Robert McCullough, 
Mrs, Harry McCullough, Mrs. Sid Board, Mrs. Kenneth Bowerman 
(nee Bella’ Dundas), Mrs. Foster Clark, Mrs, Wm. Owens, Mrs, Ed 
Williamson (nee Polly Douglas), Mrs. Frank Fry (did a lot of cooking 
in the cook car at the first stampede), Mrs. J. J. Young, Mrs. Robert 
Murison, Mrs. Murray Heaton and Mrs, Emma Notell.” Unquote, 





The following account of the first stempede was weitien by Mr. 
Ea Bell and we enclose it here es a selute to that memorable occasion. 
Quote: THE FIRST STAMPEDE, “In the early summer of 1917, during 
the first world war, the Lonehutte branch of the Red Cross in co-operation 
with Jack Miller began planning a show to be put on at the Jack Miller 
fanch near the south end of the Hand Hills Lake, all proceeds for the 
benefit of the Red Cross 


“This show was called the Hand Hills Lake Stampede, and hes 
been held consecutively under that name ever since 


8 

















“I believe Jack Miller assumed the fall responsibility of planning, 
financing, advertising and preparing the corrals and. track, and arranging 
for the stock 





“The date was set for July 20th, and early in July the work g 
under way. I think Murray Heaton’ surveyed a track, Les Flett_ co- 
‘opersted in. general and Ed Williamson of the Horve Track ranch at 
Fish Lake loaned horses and Jim Lawson of the Thumb Hill furnished 
steers. Cherlic Parge who had just maved into the district, brought in 
a good horse that was s litde tough to ride 














“A number of young men of the distret spent several days in 
preparing the track snd corrals, and trying out the horses, selecting, the 
best or toughest, both at the Miller ranch sand the Horse ‘Track 





“The Horse Track turned out some real good horses, but the best 
horse of the show turned out to be a blue grey saddle horse belonging 
to Jack Mille. 


“I rode the blue horse in the spring and summer of 1916, Walter 
MacFasland who worked at the Miller ranch rode him to the Delia 
sports in 1916 and rode him to a dance at Lonebutte, After he. tumed 
‘out to be a good bucking horse, Walter sad, if Thad known how much 

mite was under that saddle I wouldn't have got within rifle range,” 


“On July 19th the first settlers began to arrive with camp outlts 
and by noon July 20th, there were wagons and buggies with teams, 
and saddle horses parked along the south side of the coulee, and some 
fon the north side, east of the corrals 




















The cars were parked west of the buildings, and north. The Red 
Gross set up a relreshment booth a short distance west of the house, and 
was operated by Red Cross members from Lonebutte, Hanna, Craigmyle 
and Delia, 





“Four of Mrs. Miller's sistrs, May, Jes, Rose and Marge and a 
friend, Tan MeDougall, all from’ Edmonton, had atrived afew days 
bolore and with members of the Red Crose sold ribbons at $1.00 per 
person admission, 
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"The race track was fo the northwest of the barn and was marked 
off with one furrow. A few of the largest badger holes were shovelled 
full of dirt. It would be considered a litle enide today, but was OK. 
al that time, as most of the race horses were cow ponies accustomed 
‘o running over badger holes, 





“The show got rolling about 1:30 with pony races, horse races, @ 
slow horse race in which the riders had to exchange horses before the 
Face 30 it would be to his interest to get all the speed possible out of 
the horse he was riding and the last horse in won the race. 





“There was also a slow car race, the car making the slowest time 
in high gear was the winner. When a car being driven real slow in high 
gear hit a badger hole thet had been filled with dire it invariably stalled, 
‘This race drew a great deal of atention 


“After the races, the announcer, Walter MacFarland, called for 
ne corrals for the brone riding, 





“The corrals consisted of five pens, three on the north ina. row 
feast and west, and two larger pens to’ the south. As the Hand Hills 
Lake show had not yet progressed to its present status, we just had one 
chute, so we all rode from chute No, 1 as our tum came 


“The chute was built from about the middle of the corrals on the 
north, the stock came out headed north, The half section where the 
bulldings set and the school section to the west was all one field. with 
nno cross fences, For an erena we had one and one half sections of land 
with a tworwire fence except a half mile of lke front to the eas, 





‘We were just turned out of the chute with the wide world in 
front of us and a string of cars on etch side, and anyone with a horse 
that wanted to help or hinder could chase horses or rum over cowboys 


“All the stock had to be caught and snubbed down to remove 
saddies and surcingles. One of the riders produced « forty ounce bottle 
fof alcohol before the show got under way. Each time It was. passed 
around and room was made, spring water was added until it could be 
swallowed without strangling. It still wasn't clased as amontillad, 

“Ted Gardner, Tom Lewson end Bill Calwell were appointed judges, 
At that time Ted Garcner was buying eatile for Pat Burns. He and his 
brother, Clem Gardner, had been early residents of the Hand Hills. Clem 
Gardner was a contestant at the first Calgary Stampede in 1912, T believe 
inthe saddle brone riding and steer roping 

“When I frst knew Ted Gardner he was buying big steers, four years 
‘old and over, and fat dry cows for November delivery. 

“In the late summer he would visit the ranches from Stetler down 
through the Hand Hills and along the Red Deer River and contract the 
cattle, 
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“believe his home was in or near Stettler, so he must have had a 
big territory. In the fall of 1917 T helped move several hundred head 
tora pasture south of Hanna, from there we worked them to the stock 
yorls in small bunches end’ rebranded the steers that were going t0 
{he feed lots with Burns brand, We sorted out the cows to be shipped 
to the packing plant. 








“The stock yards were small, we worked three days, cutting out 
branding sters and loading a train load of cows. 


‘Ted moved to some other point end left me in charge of moving 
about two hundred seventy head of sters to @ feed lot south of Endiang, 
‘Ted was a big man close to six foot six and must have weighed close to 
two hundred and fifty pounds. 


“believe all the contestants agreed he was a fair and competent 
Judge, both at the Hand Hills and Stettler for several years. 


A great deal could be written about Tom Lawson and the Lawson 
family. However, suffice it to say that for several years ‘Tom was roundup 
foreman, he was a good stockmen, « good cowboy and knew the cow 
business the hard way, rom the ground up. 








That might not qualify him for a stampede judge under existing 
rules and regulations today, but at that time he was considered fair and 
Competent, and for all the years after that he judged the Hand Hills 
shows T never heard any criticism or complaints 


“Bill Calwell, or Uncle Willie, as he was often referred to, was @ 
character in a class all by himself. He came to Alberta from Idaho and had 
Seen the wild west when it was really wid, He was a big man and in 
Tater years got so heavy that he needed a raised platform, large rock, oF 
sometimes « wagon tongue to stand on while he mounted his horse, other- 
‘wise his saddle might turn. 








Hie was a real old-time cowboy and rode good horses all his. life 
[At branding time he was a top calf heeler, and from years of experience 
in open range life he knew if a brone rider was in trouble or if a con- 
testant eould deliver the goods. 


“Hee was well qualified as «judge in the early days of the Hand Hills 
Lake Stampedes, He was of a happy nature and a very ready wit. Ie is 
told that & man from eastern Canada remarked to Uncle Willie that 
the west was 2 land of wonderful opportunities and a young man should 
fake stake. Uncle Willie's reply was, “They are mostly lost oppor- 
funilies; so far as I have been concerned the only stakes T ever make 
com 10 be mistakes’ 


“Ted Gardner, Tom Lawson and Bill Calwell did a good job of 
judging the show with no complaints from the erowd or the contestants 
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The three have all moved on to the last big range, but es long es there 
is a Hand Hills Lake Stampede they should always be remembered. for 
their contribution to the sucess of the early shows 








don’t remember many riders in the bareback and ster’ riding 
events. With the exception of Elmer Greenviood, ‘Tom Bear, and Herman 
Mokvoy, they were all farm boys with no previous experience 








he sureingles had two hand holds and the riders used both bands 
and created lot of excitement, some one remarked that It just rained 
cowboys 


“However, quite a number stuck it out end did a pretty good job, 
they gave the judges and pickup men something to do and entertained 
the crowd, 
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Stampede, This pire wat 
Pll Johnson, Day Lene 











“There were nine entries in the saddle brone riding, Wes Green 
‘wood, Fult Johnson, Albert DuBois, Herman McEvoy, Fred Vowel, Tom 
Bear, Miles Clark, Day Lenfesty and Ed Bell. We were all local boys 
and could all ride tough horses, but we were not professional rodeo 
contestants, ‘The judges picked three that marked the highest points for 
the finals, 

“Wes Greenwood got bucked off Blue Streak, Miles Clark lost a 


stirrup and wat disqualified, Day Lenfesty took firs, and believe 
second was donated to the Red Cross 





“After the arens events were finished there was a recess for supper. 
Some of the boys brought out their ponies and were trying to str up 
some excitement when the announcer got busy again and called, ‘Every 
body get your horses ready for a free for all race, ‘There is no prize 
money but it don’t eost anything to enter. 








“This race tmed out to be the best rece of the day. There wer 
horses of all kinds, colors and various speeds, and, as it was getting dark 
by this ime, the confusion in getting lined up and started drew # large 
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crowd. Clayton Ferguson, @ brother of Mrs. Carl Hartt, won all the 
hhonors. As there was no’prize money there was no object in debating 


who came in soeond, third or fourth, 


“The show wound up 
and lasted until morning” 






inquote 


For those who enjoy poetry we hereby include this poem 


permission of the wi 





er Mr. Sid Long of Hanna, 


FIRST HAND HILLS STAMPEDE 


On @ bright summer morning, 


Grass with dew was sparkling green; 


‘The date was July the twentieth 
In the year of ninetoen-seventeen, 
‘The atmosphere was western, 

Tt was in folks eyes to read, 
‘The oceasion was « big one, 


‘The first Hand Hills Lake Stampede 


Folks dressed up in true western style 


Whilst children danced in glee, 


For most people this was something new 


So they must be there t0 see 


Yes, this was something different, 


A brand new type of show; 
It drew fans from everywhere 
In the world of rodeo. 


Democrats and bugles, sade 
Horses andthe early Model T 
Moved in from al ditions 

Aa far as the eye could se. 

This was the fst of many, 

‘And perhaps i kes the fad, 
Feri ity consecutive shows 

At the Hond Hills Lake Stampede, 





It was held boside the Hand Hills Lake 


Upon the Miller ranch, 
Al proceeds from this show 


Went to the local Red Cross Branch 


‘The local ranchers all pitched in 
To help make this show succeed, 
For the crowd must get its money 








‘At the Hand Hills Lake Stampede. 
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“The grandstand was loaded 
And the show got underway, 

First came the horse and car racing 
To start this western day 

The fans cheered. wildly 

As they watched the races run, 

And by the clapping and the cheering 
You knew the crowd was having fan, 








The announcer broke the cheering 
‘And this he had to = 

“Fes time to watch the cowboys ride 
And see how many of them sta.” 
(Over by the pens you could hes 

AA boastful cowboy ery, 

“There ain't a horse that T can’t ride 
Or at least that I won't ery.” 








‘The announcer said, “Young fellow 
You had better take’ a look. 

We've got a horse and he's just for you 
‘And don’t think that he can't buck” 

The cowboys tried their darndest 

To show their riding ski, 

While the crowed cheered them wildly 

Whether they rode or took a spill 


And finally the last event was 
A free-for-all race, 

‘Meaning everyone was given a chence 
“To prove his pony’s pace 

Although there was no prize money 

(Or entry fee t0 pay 

‘The attraction was as. grea 
As it had been throughout the day. 





Now the main events were over, 
But that didn't end it all 

For in the hayloft of the barn 

‘They held the cowboys’ ball 

‘The dance lasted until morning 
‘Then the erowd began (0 go, 

With promise that in the coming year, 
‘They'd be hack to see the show 
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This was the first of many 
For it happened filty years ago, 
And every year since that time 
‘There’ been « rodeo. 

T's the biggest of the smallest 


‘And I think that’s true, indeed, 
For there will never be another 
Like the Hand Hills Lake Stampede 





It was those old-time cowboys 
‘Who slaved to pave the way, 

Of what now makes this Big Country 
‘The land it Is today. 

And to all you young cowboys, 

Whether you ride, or rope, or race, 

No mattet how good you are, 

Remember, there was sill a starting place, 





Some of those old ime cowboys 
We know that they have gone; 
Perhaps to a better renge 

Tn that great beyond, 

Albeays they'll be remembered 

And in our hearts will take the lead, 
‘When we dream of end remember 
‘The Hand Hills Lake Stampede 
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OFFICIALS OF THE HAND HILLS LAKE CLUB HOUSE 


‘The following is a list of exceutive officials who faithfully kept a 
finger on the Club House pulse and, with the exception of the firs 
ines up to 1925, the dates have been Included: 


Presidents; L. A. Flet, F. L, MeFadden, Anton Anderson, 1925-27; 
Harry Shoults, 1927-30; J. J. Miller, 1928-33; J. Morse, 1992-34; R. D. 
Lenfesty, 1936-38; HL. Joberg, 1938-59; Francis Courtney, 1959-68. 


Vice-Presidents: H. A, Shoults, 1925; 1. H_ McDonald, Sr 1926; 
J, Morse, 1927-30; R, D. Lenfesty, 1950; A, C_ Murray, 1939-34; J 
Morse, 1936-38; Fred Gibson, 1038-48; FC. Courtney,” 1948-59; V. 
Brown, 1961-63; V. Howard, 1964-68; Sec.-Vice-Presidents: D, Benedict, 
1950; ©. Morrison, I 














Secretaries: J. Morse, Mel Mille, R. S. Congton, 1925-26; W. A. 
Shoults, 1927-29; F, Tadman, 1930-32; (although he was hospitalized 
for approximetely one and one-half years during tis time when W. A. 
Shoults substituted for him) W. A. Shoults, 1932-34; Roland Benedict, 
1936-38; Arthur Morton, 1938; Kingsley Morton, 1999-43; Dave Wise, 
1943-48; L. H. MeDonald, Jr, 1948-68. 





CHANGES IN THE PHYSICAL FEATURES 


One of the unusual facets of the Club's growth has been the 
changes in her outward appearance over the years and strange indeed 
hhave been the proceses through which she stolily sat watching her face 
being lifted 


The first buildings erected were the bathing houses, These were 
used to house the necessary carpenter's tools, nalls, building paper, 
shingles or other items which needed to be sheltered from the weather 
The Chub was erected with Robert McDonald in charge, auxiliary 
carpenters were Jack Montgomery, Carl Zachariason and Lome Me- 
Donald, 














King Morton recalls Shorty Murray, Dave Wise, Les Flet, Lome 
MeDonald, Martin and Anton Anderson, Fred McFadden, George Hard 
ing, Jack Edwards, all owners of heavy draft horses, and Rudolph 
Shandera with an eight-yoke oxen span, hauling lumber and supplies 
from the Watts siding. He belioves there were others also and knows 
they made several trips. Each resident was required to give one day 
weekly gratis labour while building operations were in progress. Pouring. 
the cement was a back-breaking, prolonged task. Mr. Morton recalls 
the huge borrowed cement mixer powered by two men on eranks. Tf 
you drew the lot of erankmen, yoo did nothing that whole day except 
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rank the mixer. Harry Shoults shared King’s fate the day he supplied 
the “crank” power, and at leat two of that day's crew were happy to 
see the sunset 











‘The race track and a large arena were staked out and although at 
first only the barest necessities were in evidence, each year new improve- 
ments and additions were made including the judge’s stand end a band 
stand which was located near the present Old-timers’ Pavilion. ‘The 
bathing houses and a pier were established just east of the swings at 
the north end of the hall, but hed to be moved farther north along the 
Ibeach duc to the soap holet on the south side of the pier 











In 1921 special permission was issued to Willlam Millard to 
‘operate the “Lady of the Lake” from the pier on Stampede Day which 
reads follows: Quote, “That William Millard be granted the use of the 
Club Wharf for a petiod of three years and the exclusive use of said 
wharf for a period of one year—Club reserving the right to put on @ 
second bout if required after one year and in event of Club not providing 
‘second boat that Millard have the first chance of seeond boat.” Unquote 

















Mr. Pescock was the skipper of this craft and one interesting item 
which came out in the Hanna Herald inthe Spring of 1622 stated 
that the “Lady of the Lake” was having her botiom tarred to again 
make her seaworthy for the current Stampede. The boat had to be 
taken out of the lake after 1923 due to the drop in the water table and 
prominent emergence of sand bars, ‘The bathing houses and piers also 
fell into disuce as the lake floor was defiled by broken bottles, and in 
1826 the remains of the pier were hauled away by J. Morse end F 
Peacock, 











In 1926 a public telephone station was installed in the Club House 
‘where it graced the alcave beside the stairs in the basement for approx- 
rately ten years 


‘The first bam was constructed in 1925. Until that time horses 
were tethered in the open and blanketed if necessary. A new barn was 
brailt in 1952, and aluminum roofing was applied to this barn in 1953, 





‘The first curling rink was built in 1925, and Hand Hills curlers 
distinguished themselves at home end abroad in square draws and 
bonspiels, Businessmen from the towns along the line brought theie 
bedolls and unrolled them on the dance floor to catch a few winks, 
as the “spiels were run on a twenty-four hour schedule. The frst rink 
blew dovin and was rebuilt again in 1933, A basketball court and even 
fa tennis court sprang up adjacent to it, but early In the °40's all fell 
fino disuse. The curling rink wae dismantled, the prairie sod rcclalmed 
the courts end, in. 1S43, Mr, Joberg disposed of the curling rocks for 
$100 (one hundred dollars) to the Delia Curling Club to help pay 
olf the bank note. ‘The remainder of the lumber was stacked at J. B. 
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Henderson's for re-sale at $25.00 (twenty-five dollars) per thousand: 
all belng resold in June of 1944 for $42.70 (forty-two dollars and seventy. 
cents). 


In 1944, through the enthustastic instigation of Francis Courtney, 
plans 10 erect a hockey rink on the east side of the Club were begun. 
[A rink committee composed of Francis Courmey, Don Benedict, Vinnie 
Howard, Elmer Flett and Lome MeDoneld almost, immediately eon: 
verted the vision into reality; while Herman Joberg, chairing the 
Finence committee, soon sold forty-six shares to the younger generation 
ff men establishing new homes in the district and a new era was on 
fis way. The Hand Hills Brones charged out of the chutes and landed 
in the No. 9 Highway League, along with teams from Scapa, Endiang, 
Hanne and Delia, a full acount of which will be found under Hand 
Hil Athletics. ‘The arena was dismantled in 1967, not having been 
used since 1958, 


During the years many adjustments have been made on the grounds. 
As GPA. rules changed, the arena had to be reduced in size In order 
‘fo quelily. Two sets of bleachers were built to help accommodate the 
Viewers, one now on the northeast commer and the other on the south: 
west comer of the arena. 


In May of 1966, an Old-timere’ Pavilion was built on the east 
side of the track for the accommodation of older guests needing shel 
from the sun. 





‘The buildings on the Club grounds were all painted in 1926 by 
John Stasiuk and the make-up bas often been re-touched since by 
‘community pointing bees, The Young People’s group painted the base 
ment white and green in 1049. A family project in 1959, involving 
Howards, Courtneys and MeDonalds using paint donated by Mel Gourlay, 
saw the chutes, judges’ stand and outhouses smiling again, while the 
Hanna 4-H Beef Club under the direction of Mr. Robert Rowden, 
painted the Old-timers’ Pavilion in August of 1967. in 1961, the Club 
Eontracted E, Faechner and 1, Gross to paint the hall prope: 











By degrees, major renovations have been achieved and usually 
new project is under consideration before the current one reaches com- 
pletion. ‘Thus, in. 1953, the hall was re-wired; in 1954, anew layer of 
fement covered the firt pitted basement floor. The road into the Club 
grounds was elevated in 1955; and power from Canadian Utilities has 
fbeen flowing through our lines since 1959, Other recent major projects 
include lining the upsairs end the basement walls, building an expand 
table stage, adding an upetairs fire escape on the north end, rebuilding 
the basement tables, and recovering the Kitchen counters. ven the 
government yas mindful of our community for in 1961, provincial 
Dlenie shelter was erected. The hall was re-shingled in 1966 by a crew 
Sf daring volunteers who joined the ranks of those with a “high” calling 
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‘The most recent additions t0 the Club grounds were the three 
houses purchased from the Battle River Coal Company of, Sheerness 
A crew composed of Directors of the Club and their sons capably directed 
by Vietor Karg and Albert Moench devised ways and means of raising, 
loading, transporting and re-stablishing the buildings successfully at 
the new site. Two are going to serve as catering booths while the third 
will add to the Club House faclties for turkey suppers, ete. Once more 
the Directors have proven that they can do anything to which they set 
their minds 








INTERESTING ENTERPRISES INITIATED BY THE CLUB HOUSE. 





‘The Club House hes been the scone of many social, athletic and 
cultural events that would make a city coloseum stand in awe. When 
Me. Peacock migrated from the States he brought with him a quantity 
of roller sketes. In the years of 1921, 1922, 1923, these were rented to 
fhe Club who sponsored skating evenings thrice weekly, converting 
the dance floor to a roll-o-drome, Season or single tickets were sold t0 
the enthusiastic patrons, The champion skater was Jack Favel. As 
farly as 1922 turkey shoots were being held, as well as annual fowl 
Suppers The turkey shoots were a tradition until 1933, The frst piano 
twas bought in 1925 and Me, Feed McFadden, an ardent enthusiast 
Jor all Club projects, advanced some of his own’ cash in order to com- 
plete the purchase. ‘The first piano was defective and was replaced in 
Y927. Its lovely stained glass front panel was a joy to bebold. 





Many will remember the films shown and the lectures given by 
Professor Otiowell, of the Department of Extension, Edmonton, in the 
Consecutive winter seasons of 1924-26, The never-to-becforgotten_ slap 
fick of the Charlie Chaplin comedies reverberates in retrospect. Ar 
nnual event of some magnitude was the Children’s Pienic, which was 
iways held on June rd, the birthday of King George V. All the 
holidaying school children from the surrounding districts would come 
to compete in the track events, eat and play in the open, collect a sun- 
burn and go home grubby, tied and heppy to help with evening chores. 








In 1926, the Club granted permission to Mr, Newcombe, an El 
School teacher with exceptional dramatic ability, to hold the Christmas 
concert in the Club House. Although a very elaborate program had been 
feranged, It could not be presented in its entrety as many of the children 
vere incapacitated by monoxide fumes caused by the faulty installation 
Of the exhaust on the nevly purchased Delco plant. Children were 
‘dropping like flies before a “Raid” bomb, and parents were making 
tineapected entrances on stage t0 carry off their unconscious children. 
‘Two boys claborately dressed. as heralds. were pulling curtains. Loyal 
to the end they fell still clutching the drapes. Tt took more then one 
tilult to. pry their clenched fists from the curtains before they could 




















bbe carried into the fresh air. Many theories were elicited as to the 
children’s strange behaviour including one of “poisoned candy” before 
the real cause was spotted and rectified, 





In 1998, the Ladies Aid held thelr frst collective Christmas concert 
with contributions from all the surrounding school distrlets, Many 
adults participated as well, end Mrs. Benedict's monologues, Mrs. Mil- 
Tard’s solos, and the Miller girls harmonizing to Willene’s Hawaiian 
sitar accompaniment were looked forward to yeat alter year. On 
year Mrs. Briggs directed a delightful operetta called “Up in Santa Lend, 
‘wherein children all the way from. Hlunley’s on the Horsetrack to 
Benedict's on the east ridge and MeFedden's on the west took part 
‘The Ladies’ Aid produced the elaborate costumes which helped elevate the 
production to the class of “par excellence.” 











Masquerades were gala affairs and few could forget Mrs, New- 
combe's Iyrebird costume, or Percy Coldwell ina barrel, while at a 
hhard-time dance Willene Miller came dressed in the height of fashion 
much to the disappointment of the girls whose clothes were obvious 
mate from “Alberta's Best” flour sacks. However, closer scrutiny revealed 
her stylish gown was made frem burlap potato sacks, dyed the fashion: 
able carioca shade, while her jewellery consisted of threaded pumpkin 
seeds, Naturally, Willene won—bands dovenl 














In 1932, the Club was sporting its own letterhead, a sample of 
Which we are reprinting below. Such affluence and originality deserves 
reproduction and we think that reinstatement of same should. receive 
hearty endorsement. 
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‘Though many wedding receptions have, been served in the Club 
House, few realize that two weddings took place there within the month. 
fof April, in T954. The first, on April 2nd, saw Joan Lenfesty and 
Donnie Jones united in marriage by Rev. W. Gourley, of Hanna 
Morris Beck and Ella Martin exchanged thelr marriage vows on Apsi 
26th, Rev. Gourlay again officiating, Both receptions were served. in 
the Club House by the Hand Hills Ladies’ Aid 
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And there were more! The first amateur rodeo In 1964—an art 
show sponsored by the Elmer Red Crost—an uncountable number of 
wedding dances—soveral showers—amsteur programe—a boxing school 
hall tournaments—church services held upstairs and alterwards 
sanday School clasts, both upstate and down—CGIT programs —crib 
jage_tournements—pancike suppert—whist  drives—potluek suppers! 
And the turkey suppers, where as many as six hundred have been fed 
in three and @ helf hows, and the price has never excceded one dollar 
Why, they even held an oyster supper, and some of those who were 
just young fry romember their first attempts to swallow a raw oyster, 
One young fellow was heard to say, “Do you eat it, or have you et it?" 

















So the fountain of 


projects bubbled on and perhaps when the 
fountain rane dry, they’ 


fst ry @ re-run, 
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UNUSUAL FEATURES RELATING TO STAMPEDES 

Unusual features have from time to time been related to stampede 
celebrations, The first stampede set the precedent for originality with 
ts slow car race, which was won by Howard Anderson driving his Dodge 
car as slowly as possible in high gear. Other originals were climbing 
the greased pole and the tub race. The “Lady of the Lake.” though 
described previously should be voted as the coup of 1921 to 23, In 
1925 e wrestling race was included on the track card, while the mule 
races fenturing Harry Sams, Tom Stubbs, Mr. Reinhardt, and, Tom 
MeBeath were priceless attractions. Some were ridden and others driven, 
fand untold hilarity wes etused when a stubborn beast would be seen 
bolting down the track—the wrong way! 


One of the most glamorous events ever instigated was the jitney 
dances of 1925 and "26. An outdoor dance floor sity by one hundred fect 
‘was constructed In the center of the grounds, enclosed by a light railing, 
Openings were left at both ends, and tickets were constantly on sale at 
ten cents per dance. As soon as one dance was finished, two directors 
‘would clear the floor with a rope and the new dancers would file in 
behind them ready for the next jimey. 

Hamess racing was for many years a popular treck feature, and 
Mr. D. G. Innes was hailed as the all-time favourite. However, hamess 
racing was dropped in 1932 in favour of the Pony Express race. This 
tilled for the changing of saddles on several mounts (with or without 
the gitths fastened). Often jockeys were spilt from uncinched saddles, 
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Im 1931 4 boxing match in che curling rink was an added Stampede 
attraction. Men queued up to purchase “standing-room-only” tickets, 










The Stompede grounds in 
Tihmentay indian fortune tall 
contests with admission foo, we 





As carly 95 1930 a gentleman named Sparrow was the offical 
announcer. Probably, the miost popular announcer ever to serve in this 
capacity was Archie McDonald of Red Willow, who set a splendid tone 
for every show, until he left the Central Alberta Cireuit. Since then 
Jack Daines of Innisfall has been making a different name for the 
famous “cowboy” family, while Alex Johnson of Parr, has been adding 
local colour by being another Hand Hills fest, 

In 1950, the Musical Ride was initiated, but geve way to an event 
for ladies, the clover leaf barrel race, which is now a regular feature 
But ladies distinguished themselves far more vividly when, back in 
1821, an arena competition saw ladies coming out of the chutes on real 
live brones. However, a well-known pick-up man from the "20's, Mr. 
Bd Bell says, “Those broncs were made to order—not too wild—but 
‘were sure geod for show!” As an extra precaution the horses we 
hobbled and the stierups fastened dovin. Ed claims it wes a real thrill 
to hear those girl seream, “Pick ‘em "up!" Then when the pick-up 
men got them under control they'd yell, “Let ‘em go!” Among these 
brave belles were Buckskin Lil (Mrs. "Tom Gibson), Norah Wells and 
Rosalee Shoults, 








‘The Haluachak Orchestra entertaining at the Stampede 
a 








In the midcfifties the Elmer School Orchestra under the direction 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Haluschak played and danced their ways into 
Tocal hears, where atop floats provided by Albert Moench they” enter 
tained “around-the-clock-around-the-track.” The mothers of the Elmer 
troupe sewed fringed cowboy outfits and embroidered satin shirts that 
would have done justice to the Tee Capades, 








Let us pause for a moment as we view another sadder facet of 
Hand Hills Stampedes. Though Vinnie Howard was once attacked. by 
an angry Brahms, and Johnny Moench received an unexpected ride 
fon the tongue of Hank Willard’s chuckwagon as he completed the 
figure eight, the most serious accident accurred on the grounds just south, 
of the jadge’s stand in 1957, An unmanageable race horee broke through 
the track barrier and plunged into the spectators, foremost of whom was 
Miss Helen Courtney. Her leg was grievously shattered and her removal 
to hospital by ambulance left a stunned crowd awaiting news of the 
extent of her Injuries, For the remainder of that year she lay in traction, 
Which was then followed by a lengthy recuperation period. She was 
Subjected to gruelling therapy, despite which, had it not been for her 
determination and grit, could heve left her « partial invalid. 

















Hille Stampede parade, June 8, 1966 





Probably the event which elicited the greatest participation from 
the club members as well as residents of the community was the cele- 
bration of the fifth consecutively held Stampede held June 8, 1966. 
For month prior to the show committees worked tirelessly on many 
phases of the event. Ada and Don Benedict distributed 260 red ribbons 
fo those over 70 and 425 gold ribbons to old-timers who had attended 





the first Hand Hills Stampede; both colours granted free admission 
to the grounds. Hilda and Art Kennewischer headed the sales committee 
of similar white souvenir ibbons -For the first ime a full-fledged parade 





twas staged with participants from Delia, Craigmyle, Drumheller, Morrin, 
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Hanne, and ell points in between, The parade was led by Mrs. Gerrude 
Miller of Gleichen, wile of the late J. J. Miller. She was escorted by 
two RCMP. olfcers in full dress regalia, The parade included an 
Old-timer’s Transport provided by Fred Marshall of Craigmyle, Hanna 
fand Drumheller Riding and Roping Clubs, © complete caravan provided 
by Hanna 4-H Beet Club, schoo! floats, vehicles of ancient. vintage, 
the Delia Moonshine A-Go:Go-Gang end’ a community float represen 
Ing all the organizations, churches and utlity clubs in the Hill. Albert 
Moench’s. threshing outfit, cookear, and hay racks finished off the 
parade by threshing a Toad of oat bundles. Members of the Oyen band 
Under the ditection of Mr. Lloyd Harris played throughout the parade 











‘the Hand Hille Community Feat 


and during the afternoon, Mr. Joe Mason, one-man band of Calgary, 
fo entertained through until midnight. Mr. Albert Marshall of Delia 
twas in charge of the liteworks display which wound up the day. One 
Of the ausiliary projects iniiated in connection with the fiftieth stam- 
pede was. the recording composed end narrated by Bill Dowson of 
Edmonton, called. the "Hand Hills Stampede.” For those old-timers 
or lovers of tradition who may stil be interested the Club House till 
hhas a number of free ribbons both red and gold that may be had for 
the asking and records are available for one dollar plus the postage 








No tribute of gratitude could possibly repay the many devout couples 
who helped plan and initiate the projects undertaken for that anniversary 
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OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES CONNECTED WITH 
‘THE CLUB HOUSE 


Though it would be impossible to mention all those who have con 
tributed stimulation for the “great heart,” the committe feels that this 
‘ase history would be incomplete without mentioning certain notables 
whose transfusions have been unusuel, ou or inseparable from 
the Club's progress, Foremost on this list is the name Jack Mille whose 
‘savolr-aire” was a step between the dynamic and the majestic. This 
escription of him published in the July 26th edition of the Hanna 
Herald in 1917 ean scarcely.be improved. Quote: “It is hard to imagine 
thet one man, Mr. Jack Miller, known among his most intimate Triends 
4s ‘Hay’ Miller, could finance and engineer a stampede of the propor 
ons which last Friday's fine event attained, practically unaided "That 
4s to sty, this stampede could property be called a ‘One Men Stampede? 
bhceause there has been no cominitee formed, 














“Mr, Miller was president, master of ceremonies and secretary com 
bined. The duties of financing, arzanging the program, advertising and 
a hundred other things fell on the shoulders of Jack Miller-and 3000 
people say that he filled his position with unqualified succes.” Unquote 
Down through the years Mr. Miller's personality cast an aura of glamour 
‘icitement and mystery over whatever functions he helped organize 
at the Club House. Mr. Miller was arena director every year until the 
time of his death when he was succeeded by Dick Cosgrave, who was 
at the zenith of his chuckwagon career, establishing « ten-fold world 
‘championship record which is still unbroken 


Billy Shoults, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Shoults, played 
fan integral part in the Club's history. His sister-in-law, Mrs, Frank 
Shoults of Vancouver tells us that he attended university” in. Manitoba 
Prior to his migration west in 1910, This may in part explain his highly 
Skilled administrative records which may still be viewed in the Club 
files. His script was immeculately uniform as well as decorative. Perfect 
spelling, precision in detail and excellent phraseology marked all his 
compositions. He holds a rather unusual record as for a period of one 
and a half years he served as both president and secretary-treesurer for 
the Club board flfiling all duties with despatch und finesse Though 
Billy never married he had a flair for entertaining the ladies as well as 
the gents, and could “ad lib” a speech fit for @ prime minister 








Many Indians came to the early stampedes, pitched their teepeet 
and stayed in the area for several days around’ show time, One tach 
native son won the acclaim of the committee and they have asked that 
hhe be rememembered here. Phil Desjerlais, known to his friends. as 
“Snakebite,” was a regular contestant in the arena where he competed 
Jn all events and was an expert at earing down wild horses, Asa 
chuckwagon driver he also drew favourable comment. Among his act 
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complishments wes his ability to entertain, Singing Harry Lauder's 
Songe during the supper break at the dances he attracted an appreciative 
group of spectators, who enjoyed his competent confidence. Phil Des- 
farlals lost is life in fall hunting acsident a few years ago. 


Orville Strandquist fs known at the “happy jack” of the Hand Hills 
track, never seen without his grin, is known to share everything. with his 
trackmates including "his" prize money. We remember, too, the Bruce 
brothers, Winston and Dwayne, who literally sharpened their spurs in 
the Hand Hills arena, Mr. and Mrs, Lawrence Bruce of Forestburg 
brought their sons here annually, shared our pienies and won our hearts 
‘We still watch for the boys’ names in the rodeo bulletins as they follow 
im their father’s Tootstes. Many, also, remember Pete Knight who rode 
at the Hand Hills several times, the last occasion being the year before 
his death, 





‘There are many who by a single facet captured a by-line or @ nick: 
name for themselves. For instanee, there was “Rainmaker” Mel Goutlay 
‘eho throughout the years of his manegership almost invariably copped 
Brainy day. Or “Hard Times” Herman Joberg who utilized every device 
imaginable, 1 economize and finally to. stabilize the shaky. financial 
structure of the Club House, Billy Millard served as special Club House 
Caretaker from 1919 until the year before his death, taking great pride 
in a presentable hall. Litle Jock Henderson, a meticulous bookkeeper, 
pent "many years in charge of ticket sales at the gate, checking the 
ftemen In and out with the utmost precision, Fred McFadden is still 
Femembered as the most devoted, zealous worker for any or all Club 
projects; while Francis Courtney always an avid sportsman rounded up 
cough bunch of young brones, helped them build an arena, put them 
fon skates and then herded them off to the Number Nine Hockey League 
Ail this he eosched, proving how important it was to “play” with your 
fang a5 well as “work” with them. ‘The momentum of this great move 
ent is still remembered with nostalgla. Among the loesl boys who've 
nade “good” is Jack MeDonald, As arena maneger he has proven his 
weesallity at rounding up a superior group of chute workers who ike 
Ihimself Know how to make « show roll, helps select stock that can deliver 
the goods, and personally knows more horses and cowboys than any two 
Hockmen should. Dale Flet, a native son, has probably brought more 
glory and excitement to the Hand Hills than eny other individual. For 
hough he started small as a chuckwagon driver here in the Hill, he 
travelled fast and went far netting six world chuckwagon championships 
{in one decade et a time when competition was at Its keenest. 





Back in 1947, the Club directors took up a collection to buy their 
first wophy and the following year they appointed a committee t0 try 
to solicit tophies for the track and arens events. Vinnie Howard was 
‘ne of the members of this group who took up the challenge and though 
the others felt unsuited for the task, Vinnie has made his trophy trail 
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4 triumph. Each year the directors feel he has reached the ultimate 
but each year the new additions are larger and more elaborate 

‘And so the list could grow and the ranks swell as each director 
makes his dedication and then pesses the torch to the others walting 10 
watch by the "great one's” side, 





CHANGES IN CONSTITUTIONAL POLICY OVER THE YEARS 


Just as a doctor changes the preseription es the patient’: condition 
fluctuates, so the constitutional policy of the Hand Hills Lake Club 
House has developed by 2 systom of “trial-and-error” down dhrough the 
years. Earliest records show that meetings were held weekly on Sunday 
ffternoons and if a director missed two consecutive meetings he was 
dropped from the roster and a new director appointed, As there was 
evidence that this codicil caused considerable dissension it seems to 
hhave been dropped due to Its own unpopularity. Due to the frequency 
‘of the meetings often only one item was processed weekly. At that time 
five directors retired yearly leaving nucleus of four (as nearly as 
can be ascertained from the records) with five new ones being elected, 








In the field of public relations complimentary tickets were issued 
to dignitaries from neighbouring towns as well as six per family to 
directors annuslly to attend the stampede. Directors were paid for thelr 
labour at the rate of three dollars per day for the week prior to the 
stampede. Through the “dirty” thirties despite the masterful efforts of 
the executives % maintain the standards demanded by protocol, the 
debts began to accumulate. Large notes were owing at both the Craig, 
mmyle and Hanna banks as well as notes to establishments such as the 
Hanna Herald. Tn 1938 when Herman Joberg took over the presideney 
niany changes In poliey were initiated. The practice of granting compl- 
mentary tickets was abandoned in hopes of narrowing the deficit. Even 
directors were required to pay admission fees and all directors’ labour 
was donated gratis, By introducing expedient “do-it-yoursel™ procedures 
such as cutting rails end willow posts in Courtneys’ highlands, providing 
free labour and the personal involvement of committee men, the Hand 
Hills Lake Club House once mare became solvent, The following mem- 
bers advanced their own money (© pay the last installments on the bank 
Toan in August 1943: J. J. Miller, A. C. Murray, F. Gibson, D. H. Wise 
H. Joberg and C. A. Coughlin; said monies being returned to them after 
the sale of the curling rocks in December of 1943, ‘The reclaimed notes 
and garnishees were burned in e solemn ceremony at D. H. Wises, 
Although « few years have registered a slight deficit, never since 1043 
has the bank account reached depletion end at the present time capital 
warrants the sponsorship of the Hand Hills history. 

















‘Though many stalwart men have visen up through the Hand Hills 
charged with the urgency of the “great hearts” needs, no small tribute 
would suffice to applaud the hundreds of tireless shareholders, dirctors, 
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committee men, gatemen, arene and chute operators, saddlers and un- 
sacdlers, race horse owners, track officals, athletes, contestants, booth 
men, serviteurs, families from near and far who traversed the highways 
tind byways which led to the Club House, Yes “you” were the corpuscles 
that kept the lifelines flowing to and. from the “great heart” and “you” 
fre the ones who will rejoice to know that the “great heart” throbs on! 
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| REMEMBER 
‘As will Me, €. Weer and Art Morton, when they rode the fncos all day 
at the Smpedes, a8 many would try to sneak In free, fo avold the Ticket office 
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Wien the Indions from south ofthe Red Dear River used to go by out place 
an shtr way te the Hand Tle Samad, Thare would be feo thee males sf 
Srasont and sede horses They savlly Hopped sf our place for mile and e90 
[X'EVG+ theo wovid recognize ve at the stomped 
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‘The Indians coming cross the Jaborg ranch on ther way to the reservation 
quite 2 few miles northeast of the Hand Hil, They alwoys camped near the 
Springs onthe Mason ranch enroute, and then went on The nent day This patclat 

ty lft an od blind sua fo “pring. Two of out neighbor boys 
found ter and rede after fhe tribe, and made them come back for her. Theve 
Idle would come and tede’ dried aslatoons for vegetables ond such will 
‘een Sera He wet eioy Their vis, but They never come afer Re wa 
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“Whom Chaf Walking Buffalo ofthe Stoney Indians of Morey, stayed with ws 
1 Momons, fort weok, while on 2 spesking four. How wo eniojed bis vit and 
orisha he fold ve f hs Indian castors, Heese 91 years of 

‘han, but has passed away ta the lost year. His speaking Your tok in the 
Mihi, Ei ‘a 














ELMER SCHOOL DISTRICT NO 241 
m a 7 





I 











7 
ie sundae Gute foranae Zomeel o, culane 





ran Premacemn 5 


[og 


1 
" 

























' i 
sae [Antr lesemafarina HBand 
























































































































ts, Owners and Renters in the Eler School Disret from 1900 to t 
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CHAPTER IT 


‘THE ELMER SCHOOL DISTRICT 


‘The first minutes of this district were recorded on January the 
twelfth, 1912, Since no mention is made of how the district was named, 
ie must already have been well established and accepted as that first 
meeting wae recorded winder the caption, “The Elmer School District”. 
AIL oldtimers agree that it was named after the frst baby who lived in 
the district, Elmer Flett, For further information relating to the nominee, 
see the Lester Plet story 














Unlike many ofthe old rural schools whose’ records were lost following 
their absorption by the large divisional system, Elmer Schoo!’s records 
Ihave been preserved intact through the foresight of her secretarial officials. 
The following information is taken therefrom. 


‘The School was built by Mr. Robert A, McDonald, in 1912, on land 
purchased from Arthur Daw. The lumber was hauled by Lome McDonald, 
SrA cloekroom was added in 1925 and the buildings were painted in 
1926, by Mr. McCluskey, though they had originally been painted, in 
1917, by Me. T, Rodie, Mr. L. F, Bell built the first barn in 1914 and 
Mr. ‘T. Wasson bulle an addition on the south end in 1926. The fist 
teacherage, which was bullt in 1915 by Mr. Bell, was always referred 
fo as the “shack”. The coming of the Kerrs saw the teacherage enlarged 
by Mr. Kerr, in 1919, when he added the west wing. ‘The well was delled 
im 1919, 








Tho Old Elmer School taken about 1952 


Among other interesting details unearthed the following excerpts 
are but a few. Mr. P.O. Courtney served as offical auditor in 1915; 
Miss Stella Lenfesty was admitted to the Elmer School for one year at « 
tuition fee of four conts a day; school was closed during the month of 
January and often through most of February, for many years after its 
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This nophy te now the pro Me. 1, ©. NELSON, of High River. 
Reproduced by Wiss Ganka take 








ception. King Morton was sent as a delegate to the School ‘Trustees 
Convention in Lethbridge, in 1921. To 1922, the funds were so low, the 
board gave the teacher one month's notice thst the school would close 
due to lack of funds, They notified the Department of Education accord- 
{ngly, and a Mr. Dobson was sent who made financial arrangements 
thet the school remain in operation. 





In October of 1936, the Elmer School was one of seventy-seven 
schools which became the Sullivan Lake School Division, Number Nine. 
For the next twenty years an almost unbelievable degree of mobility was 
evident in relation to the Elmer buildings, The first Hand Hills High 
School was opened in the fall of 1937 with clases held in the Hand Hills 
United Church, Later that year the Elmer School teacherage was moved 
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directly south of the Wendelen Moench farmstead, converted 10 a class- 
oom, and high school was held there for a couple of years. Accommoda. 
tions, proving too small, another school was moved across from David 
Karg’s, Jr. The teacherage was moved back to this site and was agein 
converted into a home. In the meantime, « teacherage was moved from 
Graigmyle to the original site. (This was later moved 10 the new site 
and now serves as the tinkhouse.) In 1948 or '49 both the Hand Hills High 
School and the teacherage were retamed to the origal site, where the 
schools were again amalgemeted under the name of Elmer. Tn 1955, the 
population increase warranted the eddition of a third room, and school 
fonee more was held in the Hand Hills United Church. The new school 
was completed in 1956, a new teacherage wes built and a second teacher- 
hye was moved onto the south side of the grounds, (This latter bulding 
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was destroyed by fire in 1062.) A rink was prepared at the new site about 
1957 and the fathers of the community were organized to keep it flooded. 
‘Three divisional uses have been delivering children to Flmer since 1956. 
Flier was reduced to two rooms in 1965 and a van has been taking high 
school students to Hanna since 1963 

The following, is a list of officials that served om the Elmer School 
Board through the years, As chairman: L. Flett, 1912, F. Beck, Soren 
Peterson, 1914-1919, Arthur Daw, 1014, Robert Congdon, 1919-1927, 
Christian Teske, 1927-1032 and 1836, Lovis Zimbrick 1932-5, Wendelen 
Moench, 1936-148, Elmer Maetche, 1949.'58, Walter Radke, 1958-°6, 
Earl Andrus, 1966.68, 

Te secretaries and thelr yeers of service are as follows: F. Tadman, 
1912, W. E, B, Lindsay, 1913, Tom Goss, 1914-715, K. Morton, 1914-1981, 
R. Shandere, 1931-1937, P. Galster, 1987-'S4, Albert Moench, 1954W"62, 
Julia Lenfesty, 1962-66, Ken Brown 1966 end 1968 Norman Nelson 196 

‘The following ts a list of teachers who presided over the Elmer 
School: Mr. Charles Farmer, 1914, Mr. T. E. Rodie, 1915-18, Miss Lloyd, 
191819, Mis. E. Kerr, 1919-25, Mr, C. Newcombe 1925-27, Mr. W. J. 
Els, 1928, Mrs. A. Wallace, 1928-29, Mrs. H. Kary 1929-31, Miss E. 
Forbes, 1931-"34, Mr, C, Buckley, 1934-°5 Miss J. Cook 1935-'36, Mr. 
Weatherall, Mr. Win, McLauchlan, 1936-'37, Miss 1. Kelly, 1937-40, 
Miss M. Hickey, 1940-41, Mise S. Lynn, 1941-42, Miss B_ Johnson, 
1942-44, Miss A. Marviott, 1944-46, Mrs. P. MeDoneld, 1945-46, Mr. 
and Mrs, J. S. Haluschak, 1947-1961, Miss M, Cameron, 1955-56, Mrs. 
P. McDonald, 1956-66, Mr. A. Chaba, 1961-°63, Mrs. E. Maetche, 1961- 
"68, Mr. J Leniuk, 1963-°65, Mr, B, Edwards 1966-68 

These teachers taught at the Hand Hills High from 1997 to 1947, 

ly hope that no one has been omitted from this roster: Mist 
Sue Hungerbubler, Mrs. Phibbs, Mrs. D. Cook, Miss ©. MeKeller, Miss 
Myra Hunter, Miss P, Morton, Me, N. Smith, Miss D. Hucmann, Miss R. 
eens, and Mr. J. Finlay 





















































But a distriet is more than « school house 
‘More than a clear ringing name, 

More than the “Reading and Writn 
‘More than a place on the plain 





For a district is made up of people 
Who settled in these virgin lands, 

Who suffered and strove as they tamed it 
With diligent tol from their hands. 


Te is you who have sent us your storles~ 
That have made us both laugh end weep. 
And now we're returning them to You, 
In this “Hand Hills Heritage”—to keep 


So come put your feet in the oven, 
‘And light up your com eob, my friend, 
For here, between these two covers 
Your memories will glow once agaln, 


Your old friends will tug at the latch string, 
‘Though you may think they cannot come back, 
We're glad to present Elmer's story! 
‘Your committee, 
Puyius ax Jack 


MR. AND MRS. LESTER ALBERT FLETT 
ny Ikuxe Countnry 


Both of our parents were raised in eastern Canada and came west 
Jn their early teens. Dad came from Maberly, Ontario, in 1805 to the 
Airdrie district where his dad became the village blacksmith, Mom, the 
former Mildred Margaret McDonald, came west with her family about 
1900 from Huntington, Quebec. They took out a homestead in the Altdrie 
district, bot also lived in Calgary for « time, 


Our parents were married in Airdrie, October 17, 1906, and on 
‘October thirty-first they arrived at Dad's homestead in the Hand Hills 
district. This homestead bad been taken out in 1905 by Dad and his 
brother ‘Thomas and consisted of NE Yj 32-29-16-4 and SE 4 32-29-16-4, 
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‘Onto this they hed moved a small frame type building consisting of two 
rooms which they purchased from Frank (Trooper) Newman, and this 
became their first home 


Previous to his marrlage Dad bad been engaged in buying, selling 
and trading horses, therefore he already had enough stock to start 
ranching. Many of these were bought in Montana and tralled across 
fountry to home making many deals along the trall, Through the years, 
hae continued this way of life and sold or traded as far east as Kindersley, 
Seskaichewan, end north to Camrose. He took most anything on trade 
fand once caused much excitement when this consisted of some oxen 
‘which for some reason, used to get stuck in the springs at home. However, 
he soon traded these off and all was back to normal 











Since, Dad was away so much, it left Mom not only to manage family 
‘and home but also to oversee the hired help outside, We understand 
Imany of these didn’t like being fied by a lady either, and this happened 
lten, Mom always had her own team to drive and spoke often of a 
‘matched pair of buckskins, also later, of a team of sorels of which she 
twas very fond, She later sold the sorrls and with the proceeds purchased 
{large buffet which always graced the dining room and two dressers 
‘much needed in the many bedeooms upstairs. 





In these years she told of how they got thelr food supplies from 
Stetler and only once a yent. These were hauled by team and wagon. It 
took about a week to make the complete journey. They also had to have 
ft dry, rodent-proof place for the storing of staples, such as flour, sugar, 

[Now with the family well started and always help around they soon 
started to build a larger house. This was partly bult in. 1908 and com- 
pleted in 1909, with the hamber being Bavled from Munson by team 
land wagon. This house became our home and was a familiar landmerk 
fn the Hand Fills undl 1 was dismanded in 1958. Many times we recall, 





























hearing how their Sunday dinners were often shared with many of the 
neighbouring hachelors, ‘These affeire most often ended up by corralling 
‘herd of horses and having a miniature rodeo. 


In 1912, the first school was built snd named “Elmer” after our 
brother who was the first baby born in this community. Although the 
school hes been replaced by a three-toom unit with « gymnasium and 
the location changed it stil is named “Elmer School”, Tt was in the original 
school that they held all dhele dances and parties. As the community grew 
it soon brought sbout the need for larger accommodations, A. meeting 
was held and after much discussion soon came plans for the Club House. 
In this project Dad held an active interest and down through the years 
was always loyal supporter of the Hand Hills Club House and the 
many events held there, (Editor's Note: Les Flett was one of two pioneer 
‘members of the board who were granted a life membership In the Hand 
Hills Lake Club House, The other who shared this honour was Emie 
Peacock.) 


In such, too, Mom took Keen interest as the Hand Hills Ledies Aid, 
of which she was « member, made most of thelr funds by putting on plays, 
tatering to lunches, as well as running the booths for the yeerly stam: 
pedes, Mom was president of this organization for nineteen years and 
twas presented with an honorary life membership at the time of her frst. 
serious illness ebout 1950. 


Sometime around 1912 Dad built « livery and feed barn in Highland 
(now Delia) and this being an active pioneer town it was a most success 
ful venture, However, inthe late fall of 1913, misfortune struck and the 
barn bumt to the groxnd. Not to be defeated Dad rebuilt again in 1914 
and business continued. For awhile Gordon Moffat (who had beon Dad's 
bam boss) rented the barn from Ded, Still later, Norm Campbell rented 
[NTt was then sold and from information gathered we have found that 
‘small part of it still remains in Delis. This was converted into a garage 
fand machinery centre recently vacated by the Larkin and Isaac business. 



































Going back to enter years, many settlers had by now broken up 
most oftheir land and tumed to farming. But it wasn't wntll 1922 that Dad 
followed suit. In 1927, he bought his first threshing machine and then 
did much custom work threshing for his neighbours, often leaving his own 
until the last. The thirties took them all into the most trying and dificult 
depression, and with fate playing no favorites they all seemed to manage 
Decause of ¢ strong determination and the will to stay. 





In the fall of 1939 the barn on the farm burnt down and even though 
i was full of horses, since It was harvest time, with the many willing 
hhands of the threshers the horses were all saved, Most of the feed stacked 
alongeide the barn was also saved 

1 was in 1941 while Dad was looking for a barn to replace the old 
cone that he not only found a bar, but also bought @ quarter of deeded 
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and and some eleven sections of lease land out in the Berry Creek district. 
his not only replaced the much-necded barn but also enabled im to 
increase his eatle her 


Since Dad's interest seemingly revolved around horses he naturally 
joined the sport of horse racing. Some of his race horses down throught 
seeyenrs were: Ping Pong, Smoky Perkins, (always in the money). 
‘Albetta Lad, Brolynn, Whippet 1 and Whippet IL, Scutar, So Smart 
and Surette. He always kept the good recers and enjoyed nothing better 
than a good fair race with stiff competition, This was soon to become 
a Tamily affair as the older members of the family got promoted to being 
iis jockeys, mainly Elmer and Orlo, although some of the others rode, 
foot was dhe Roman race that both Mom and Dad enjoyed most and 
‘PPinis event four of their sons rode at one time or other. Tt was Elmer's 
favorite and in this he often rode to vietory, many times on horses never 
Tilden together before. (Editors Note: In April, 1950, Harry Shoults 
Proprietor of the Delia Hotel, renamed ‘The Queen’s Hote! ‘Trophy the 
MER LETT MEMORIAL TROPHY, a fitting tribute to « good 
jockey.) 











Stampede time at the Hand Hills always recalls memories of ‘ace 
horse men and later chuckwagon drivers arriving at the farm, Sleeping 
aermodations were filled to the limit, but no one was ever tamed 
wey since there was always room for one more. 


In later years the folks’ interest was drawn Into. the chuckwagon 
aces frst by thelr son<in-law, Dick Casgrave, who drove to ten champion- 
‘hips in Calgary, and also in 1948 by thelr youngest son, Dale, who also 
Greve fo ait championships and one tie in the Calgery show. He also 
sion the CPA. aggregate. prize for four years, Though Marvin, (00, 
Trove wagons for many years and always among the top he never won 
the hard sought after te 





Dale also rode amateur brone in 947 and tied for first in this event 
In Calgary that year. He never had a chance to break this tie as he quit 
in 1048. 


With the outbreak of the second world war in 1958, their son, Ralph, 
Joined the armed services in 1941 and spent three of the next four years 
Preneas on active duty. ‘They were overjoyed when he retumed home 
Sale as many were not so fortunate 





‘The next years continued on with marked change towards the 
many modem conveniences st money once again became more plentiful 

1m July of 1956, Mom suffered a stroke and this brought about their 
retirement in Deumbeller, On October 17, 1956 they celebrated their S0th 
nnivenary with « family diomer and open house at the home of Olive 
fand Dick at Rosebud, 

















‘They lived in Drumheller some nine years and here renewed many 
ld friendships as well as making new friends especially among. thet 
neighbours on Riverside Drive, 


Both enjoyed fairly good health and remained active until their 
passing in 1965. Dad passed away suddenly on Apel 7th and. Mom 
followed soon after on May 10th, after «lingering illness 


There were twelve children born from this marstage, they ae: 
Elmer Lester—deceased 1950. Lloyd Emest—deceased 1920, 
Olive Mildred—matried Dick Cosgrave. ‘They reside on thelr farm 
at Rosebud, one son Robert (married to Bernice Burt of Drumheller 
three children: Richard, Ronnie, and Robin) 


‘Marvin Robert—merried Flora MeLean, reside at Rosebud, no children 


Ralph Sterling—married Aileen Webb. Presently reside at Didsbury, 


have two daughters, Margaret and Mary (Margaret married Dan North, 
cot, one son) 





Orlo Viola—martied to Lawrence Hickey and reside at Mortin. ‘They 
hhave one daughter, Bernadette, and one son, Gordon, 


Gonton Earl—decessed 1919, age 6 





Orval Clarence—single, resides on the original homestead. In 1959, 
he purchased smaller house from the town of Rosedale. The same year 
hhe dismantled the huge double structre which served the family Toy so 
‘many years, He, also, purchased the Steve Moench farm which greatly 
Increased his acreage. He has been outriding since 1950, and alse dic 
tinguished himself as a flat race jockey. Sometimes he is In a8 many as 
six heats per night. He has won seven belt buckles for being on Dale's 
winning erews, and has also shared the winnings for the Outriders” Special 
which goes to the least penalized crew. 

Mary Violet—married John McNabb end resides in Dromheller 
‘They have one daughter Sharron, who is studying for her RN. eed 
two sons, Lester and Dennis, 








Dale Garett—married Jean Clark and now re 


sides in Calgary. They 
hhave one son Kerry, 


thice daughters, Gall, Joy, and! Carolyn. 

June Tole—marred Leste Campbell, resides in Calgary. They have 

one daughter Beverley and one son ‘Travis. 
Nene Loys—martied Fred Courtney, resides in the Hand Hilly and 

they have one son, Jerry, and two daughters, Shelly and Venda, 














Like many of the old pioneers the traditions which they established 
were made to last Probably one of the most lasting tributes to the Flest 
name stands today in Heritage Park, where Lloyd and Tom's Blackomith 
Shop and Grandma Flet’s house irom Airdrie are viewed yearly. by 
thousands who pass through the park refreshing, tele memories cf the 
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(On looking back we have many cherished memories of Mom and 
Dad, and of the happy childhood they provided for us—for this we are 
ever grateful 
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ROBERT ANDREW McDONALD 
ty Piviis MeDonatn 


Robert McDonald was botn in Glasgow, Scotland, January Srd, 1854 
As a young man he lived at Huntington, Quebec, where he met and 
married Mary Kinniburgh. They had four children, Dougall, Charlie, 
Mildred and Lome. His wife died in the east so when the other Kin 
nargh families came west, the McDonalds eccompanied them and took 
up residence in Celgery and later in the Airdrie area, There Mildred 
McDonald married Les Flett and they setled on their homestead in the 
Hand Hills. Her father and brother moved to the Hand Hills and made 
their home with the Flets until Lome marred. Thereafter, "Gran" lived 
swith his son, Lorne. 














Mr, MeDonald was @ carpenter by trade and built many schools 
bras, and homes in this area, including Hand Hills and Elmer schools 
Hee also built the homes of the Roy " tadsay’s, Jack Bell's, Tom Clarke's 
George Morrison's, Edwin Beck's, Bs Smith's, Martin Anderson's, (the 
first Congdon barn which was razed b, fire), Fett’, Lome MeDonali’s, 
Shandere’s barn, Cuddie's, Bruce Allen's, Herman Joberg’s, Rube Peet's 
and Tom Broadbents, to name a few. 

Mr. MeDonald drew the plans for the Hand Hills Club House after 
‘viewing a building that he travelled north of Craigmyle to inspect on a 
farm called McVeigh's, Three other carpenters helped with the main 
construction, Mr. Carl Zackariasen, Mr. Larne MeDonald, Sr. and. Mr. 
Jack Montgomery. Mrs Hannah McDonald cooked regularly. for these 
‘carpenters, sending the basle staples the first of the week and supple 
‘menting it daily with more perishable Items. 
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Grendad McDonald is remembered by the family as being a tempest: 
fous, exntankerous,irasible old man, No-one dared touch his tools (with 
the exception of his grandson, Lome) for fear of being berated. by bis 
volumous cursing, Mrs. Hannah MeDonald, his daughter-in-law’ tlls 
this incident in relation to his “orerinese", One fall Lorne Se- was quite 
ill and unable to help with the threshing. Day Lenfesty’s erew was thresh. 
‘ng the crop and the barn was needed 10 stable the threshers’ horses. 
Grandad refused to give up his sal, partly because he couldn't get along, 
with Day. Hannah, perhaps slightly less afraid of Grandad’s. temper 
than the rest, told him off. “Here Lorne lies ill and we nearly hed’ to 
beg Day to come and thresh at the end of « long season, 30 the least 
you can do is be a litle co-operative and put your team in the old shed.” 











Grandad fired off in typical cursive style with, “I knew you never 
wanted me around here. IS about time I got out.” Upstairs he marched 
while his son glared daggers at his wife, Grandad rolled up his clothes 
and bedding and packed them in his buggy. He led his team out and 
was ready to hook them up when he finally cooled off and changed his 
mind. Day Lenfesty was flabbergasted at how well Grandad teed. him 

sreafter, showing eoncern for his wellare by saying, “Get enough 10 
eat, Day? 

















Franke Byets often told of an incident which happened when he 
was helping Grandad build Joberg's house. Elis was just @ beby having 
his nap when suddenly the scaffolding collapsed husling both men to 
the ground. Mrs. Joberg came out and in her very charming way asked 
the carpenters to please be more quiet or they would wake the baby 
Finding himself In fine fetle from the fall, Grandad cursed with unllagging 
fervour In his efforts to rouse the sleeping Infent. 





His grandson, Lome, was his shadow and even insisted on sleeping 
with him from the time he was able to walk. On October 22, 1 
Grandad and young Lorne were out picking rocks when Grandad suffered 
f stroke, Lome managed to get him onto the stoneboat, then led the 
horses down the big hill to the house, from thence his son carried. him 
to his bed, ministered to his needs and was with him when he passed 
away during the night. Winters Bros. funeral directors came from Bran- 
hallet and prepared him, right inthe home, for burial. The Funeral service 
‘was conducted there also, followed by interment in the Delia cemetery. 
Although only a small marble marker marks his grave in Delia, m 
fine edifices throughout the length and breadth of the Hand Hills staunc 
stand ss mote monuments to a metievlous, industrious, venerable pioneer, 








MR. AND MRS. LORNE McDONALD, SR. 


‘The tales of Charles Dickens are fraught with evidence of the rel 
ence of the human spirit in face of almost unendurable physicl circum. 
stances, A like tale unravelled on a ridge of the Hand Hill, and might 
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well have been accredited to Dickens’ plotting pen. Such Is the story of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lorne MeDonald, St. 


Lorne MeDonald, Sr. was born at Huntington, Quebec, September 
sixteenth of 189], the youngest member of a family of four: two elder 
brothers and a sister, Mildred; all destined at an early age to being maternal 
orphans. The two elder brothers set out early to sock thelr separate 
fortunes while their father, Robert McDonald, in 1900, brought the two 
younger childeen to Calgary, where they ran a boarding house. The 
McDonalds often visited their telalves at Aiedrie. Here Mildred Me- 
Donald met and married Lester Flet. In 1906, “Gran” and Lome 
sccompanied the lett Bros, Les, Morton, and Tom to thett homestead 
fn the Hand Hills. “Twas here Lome proved bis worth as a cowhand 
participating in haying operations, spring and fall round-ups, winter 
feeding activites and building up tae farmstead as time and needs 
dictated, 








King Morton chuckles when he remembers his earliest acquaintance 
with Lome, when with a gang of boys, ten to twelve years of age, they 
roamed the strets of Calgiry. ‘Their favorite pastime was baiting. Chins 
men. One winter, he remembers, the first soowlall occurred while they 
‘were In morning’ clases. When’ noon dismistel came the boys poured 
‘out of the school and began making snowballs. A Chinaman was walking 
tlong with a basket of eggs. Some of the boys hurtied past him about 
twenty feet and begen to peg snowballs at cach other. He claims it was 
fone of the funniest sights he ever saw as the Chinaman raised the basket 
Thigh in the air and sped the other way to eseape the crossfire. 











(One Chinaman owned « boney horse and laundry buggy which 
the boys would plague by hanging onto the back dragging their fet 
and stopping the cart completely. ‘The driver cursed them in his “sing- 
song” way, threatened to. whip them and prodded the horse to break 
ftway. Then the boys would all top pulling and push the bugey quickly 
ahead sending the Chinaman carooming onto the seat. 


Sometimes, when they went to0 far, & Chinemen would run into a 
Chinese establishment and emerge almost immediately with scores of, 
relatives. The boys who could nat run fast enough 10 escape hid in the 
dark places below the stilted sidewalks and sometimes had to lay low 
for hours till the excitement died down, 


(Once a Chinaman with « balky horse was hauling « load of hay 
to his stable, The exhausted horse finally refused to budge snother step. 
The Tessier boys (who used to live at Morrin) came along and tried to 
lend advice, f not help, to the fruswated driver. They suggested that he 
put a litle hay under the horse end light « match to it. The Chinaman 
id. The horse—who wasn’t having any—stepped ahead until he was out 
of range of the flames and the cart burnt up instead, much to the relish 
of the young fry. 
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When thelr dads would ask the boys what they had been up to they 
would say “Obl Just playing!” And perhaps, even now, the retelling is 
belm for their consciences 





In October of 1911, while hauling hey on a beautiful fall day Lorne 

was suddenly stricken by’ a malady which later proved 10 be pleursy 

For three years he struggled with the illness while infection ‘gnawed ‘ 

sway at his lungs. Though he was just « young man his hair turned 

Thite during the onslaught of the illness and. many will reall is 

hundant thatch of white ate, In 1916, the local doctors sent hm 10 

the Holy Cross in Calgary where he underwent the fst of many long 

Surgeries, ‘The pressure within the pleural cavity was so great when the 

frst incision was made that infection spetred onto the calling. His 
1 








hospitalization lasted from April until August and he came home with 
fa tube in his side where the infection drained steadily. ‘The tube had 
to be removed twice weekly, cleaned and sterilized, while he changed 
the drainage pads twice daly himselt. 





Tn the menting Hanah Moore was growing up in 2 row housing 
anit im Rathy, Leectersie, England. along wit four aster end two 
brother. She help milk cows and-dativered milk daly fr a nebour. =} 
Hood dary before attending schol, Thowgh only elever—baving already 

csublaed a reputation for handing small cidren—Bir and Mis. Googe 
Pichet petted her mother tallow Hannah to accompany them 
Genada to asist with the teeling problems ental im trnaportng 
five small cilren,Afer much souk searching and negating, range ' 
trons ere made (he chet eld her parege which secre «forme ; 
rmehiry dolls)" and Hannah, forever seperated from fer fay, was 
Sons oe dew ied ant a ne I 


(On May 24, 1911, they arrived in Calgary. She vividly remembers that | 
all stores were closed as it was Vietoria Dey. At that time Calgary was 
Approximately the size of Drumheller—not counting the suburbs. 








The Fitchetts moved to Lonebutte and pioneer task filled the busy 
fleeting years, Hannah remembers picking rocks with two pails and 
carrying them to the edge of the culation to pile. About 1914-15 she 
tame 10 live at Flet’s to help Mrs. Flett care for her growing, fam 
land the workers who were needed to staff the ranch, She vividly remembers 
‘making lunches to go to a box socal at the school when the children came 
running to sey Lloyd had been injured in a viding accident. He lived for 
leven hours but despite Dr. Ingram’s efforts to save him, died before 
morning 











Hannah and Lome were married in Calgary and in the rush to 
catch the train lesving Delia her wedding hat blew away and she hed to i 
buy another when she reached the clty. When they returned to Delia i 
from their honeymoon, no one could be contacted to take them back 
to the ranch, One of the Gilbert brothers offered to take them home 
in the lumber wagon, They gladly accepted 
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Before they left for Calgary Gran had been helping Lome build « 
house on his homestead. ‘They had planned a simple one-storey home 
but Gran had his own ideas for the domicile. When they returned they 
found Gran’s two-storey dream house with bay windows, vers 

apertures avsaiting them. Consequently, down through the 
changed the positions of the cellarways, stairwells and partitions many 
times to compensate for the lost “original” plan 









ness continued to dog Lome’s days and a series of operations 
marked the early years of their marriage. Most of these absences from 
hhome wore spent in the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary and Lome 
developed a deep respect and devotion for the nuns who cared for him. 
I became a family tradition for him to sit up late on Christmas Eve to 
listen to. midnight mass from St, Mary's Cathedral, over CFCN. The 
last of these operations was performed in 1928 and never again did he 
have to wear drainage tubes. 








In the meantime Hannah, industrious and adaptable, leamed 10 
‘operate the farm machinery, milk cows, care for lambs, and organize all 
the family into work crews and somehow insure “Business as usual” in 
Lomme's absences 





In harvest time Hannah was much in demand to help her neighbours 
‘ook for the immense crews which were required to staff the old machines. 
‘Among those she helped regularly were: Mrs. Wise, Mes, Rube Peet, Mrs 
‘Wr. Peet, Mrs. Joberg, and Mrs. Congdon, while she and Aunt Mille 
always helped each other. One fall she cooked for @ whole month on 
Fred MacFdden's cook car and reeved the wondrous wage of sty 


Hannah and her daughter, Ruth, were both fabulous knitters, Once 
they tumed out a whole suit in a few days, both skirt and sweater to 
match, for Olive Hett who needed it for a special occasion. In the war 
years, Hannah's needles flew in every spare moment taming yarn into 
Socks’ and other soldiers’ necestes, 








‘The McDonald home was sometimes used et a hospital ward and 
other people's children were as welcome as their own, Muriel end Marjorie 
Miller lived with them for five months and many were the escapades 
that took place when the Flett children joined them on Sunday afternoons, 
The MeDonalds were good vistors and often drove to Delia to Hubbards, 
Sinclair or Fletchers with the team and buggy for « Sunday afternoon 
visit 


Despite the work and worry which the years wrought, Lome was 
truly a “gentle” man who spent quiet summer evenings hocing his llac 
groves and expanding his violet beds and pansy patches. His illness he 
accepted graciously without complaint, He maintained Interest and activity 
in community affairs end served for several years as local weed inspector 
and distributor of liquid weedicide, which was stored in twenty gallon 
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ddemi-john glass containers. (When they were empty many pioneer ladies 
used them to brew vinegar and we have heard rumosre thet more enter- 
prising geotlemen used. them for wine. This leter statement is uncon 
firmed.) He worked right up to the end on Flett’s threshing erew when 
he was stricken with « brain tomor in the fall of 1994, Doctors at that 
time believed Ht was cansed from the old infection flaring up and entering 
the blood stream, 





Being a young widow at any time Js « grievous circumstance, but 
being a young widow in the “dirty thirties” could have been a real tragedy 
had it not been for Hannah's resourceful, resilient sprit, However, with 
the help of er son, Lome, who left school to help her run the farm, 
she managed to raise the younger ones, pay off the bank notes and mort: 
sgeges ond finally cleared the land sities, She also. became an ardent 
‘member of the Hand Hills United Church Ladies’ Aid and her bubbling 
Taughter and love of fun became earmarks of church and community 
sgtherings, 











Tn 1947, she moved to Calgary where aflliated under Dr. Maxwell 
she looked alter his maternity patiens following thelr early release from 
hospital. For several years she made her home with her son, Keith, and 
his wife, Tole, but finally purchased her own home in the spring of 
1062, She stll resides there at Tl Cambrian Drive sharing her eulinary 
arts with her boarders, 





Lome and Hannah's children are: Lome, Jr. who resides on the 
homestead (see Lome McDonsld, Jr. story); Ruth, is the one who 
literally followed in her mother's fooisteps. Among her meny talents may 
bee found the following: She is en exceptionally fine seamstress with a 
special knack for making cowboy shirts; an avid knitter, she has knit 
fnnumerable curling sweaters with Intricate Fair Isle patterns; and. like 
her mother is elways pleasantly occupied by other people's small fry. Ruth 
married Vincent Howard of the A. E. Howard family of Rainbow and 
together they have established such staunch connections with the Delia, 
Drumheller and Hand Hille communities that ll centres claim thelr 
allegiance. ‘They have in turn been ardent square dancers, curlers, 4-H 
find C.GILT, leaders, but through i¢ all they have been predominantly 
noted as Drumheller Miner Hockey fans, following their team to Red 
Deer, Edmonton or Saskatoon with undiminishing ardor. Vinnie has 
been’ an active member of the Hand Hills Leke Club House Board of 
Diectors since 1944 and both of them are strong supporters of the annual 
Turkey Supper, Ruth often serving in the capacity of overser. They 
grden with zeal which is only execeded by their passion for fine Here- 
fords and they are justifiably proud of their repstered stock. Tei family 
includes: Winnifred (Mrs. Bob MeLean) Calgary; mother of their only. 
grandchild, Troy. Allen, who is studying law and who recently received 
his B.A. degree. Lyle, Nool and Nell, at home, are all actively involved 
in curling, 4-H or CGLT, eetivities and all ate accomplished equestrians, 
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Jack and his wife, the former Jean Keay, live on te Tom Clatke 
place with their children, Linda, Lyla, Larry and Dean, 

Patricia, married Bill Tilden of Calgary and their family consists of 
Lome and Donnie (both married and living in Calgary, Wendy (Mrs 
Rick Cherlton) of Edmonton, and Glen and Kim at home: 

Keith, married ‘Tola Redke, and they make their home in Calgary 
with thelr family, Rick, Stan, Joyee, and Dennis. Hannah now known to 
ill as “Nanny” boasts of twenty-two grandchildren and eight great grand: 
thildren, though she herself of yet has not reached her seventeth year 
Her great grandchildren are: Ricky and recy Charlton, Troy Melean, 
Shannon and Sandra Hodgson, Kevin, Dwayne and Petti Tilden 








MR. AND MRS. LORNE McDONALD, JR. 


Lome left schoo! at the time of his father’s death in 1934, to help 
hhis mother run the farm. The dry thirties were taking their roll and every 
‘opportunity was taken to supplement the meagre crop returns, In harvest 
tine he drove by team and rack to Morrin where the abundant crops 
tn the gumbo soil assured a long threshing run, On the lighter side, 
Lome always found time to attend the ball games at Fred Bertsch’s, 
hockey penetice at Thumlert’s dam and remembers how he learned to 
skate on che curling rink at the Club House, in pitch darkness, while the 

‘were dancing. Being eaught by the directors slowed them 








grown-ups 
down a bit! 

{in August of 1945, he married Phyllis Morton, s loca school teacher, 
whose blood was adulterated with red ink. Their first home was the 
Theodore Wesson house which Sullivan Lake School Division rented 
as a teacherage. Lome drove back and forth night and moming to his 
farming duties Tn the spring of 1946, Mr. Fred Rosin, Sr. moved this 
howe to Hanna, and Lome and Phylis moved into a teacherage on the 
School grounds-(TThe Normen MeRae house from Cralgmyle, which now 
serves as the rinkhouse) 


In February of 1948, they moved to the Congtion farm. Bob hhad been 
seriously injured in a binder accident In the fall of 1947, and Lome was 
to operate both farms. Phyllis was agein teaching at the Elmer School 
this time with @ new line of equlpment which consisted of: @ crib, a play- 
pen, a walker and other accoutrements too numerous to mention. There 
Dinie drenk ink (a real blue-blood), took her fist steps and had her first 
birthday party. In the spring of '48 the creeks were in full flood, grades 
washed out and roads were impassable for cars, trucks, of buggies. The 
‘nly mode of tansportation to school was on horseback. For one week 
Disie rode behind her mother back and forth to Elmer. 


In the summer of 1948, Bob retumed from the Holy Cross Hospital 
in Calgary ond with Willard Marriott as companion moved into the 
‘ld house in the yard. Phylis cooked for them both until the time of 
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Bob's passing in May 1949. Willard stayed on with them until late fall 
when he moved to the Detner house in Craigmyle 

Lynn and Donna hed now joined the family. Lynn was born with 
a true scientific attude, learning everything by experience. He templet 
Achorning paste, drank gasoline which had. been prepared for the ll 
fantankerous Maytag washing machine, drank turpentine while Phyllis 
was pointing, and swallowed: pins while she sewed. Regardless of the 
Strange diet, he continued to thrive. Donna, was the blonde chatterbor 
who kept turning on every light inthe house for months after the power 
was tumed on in the spring of 1955 because she thought it looked so 
beautiful. January of 1951 the snowfall was imusually heavy. ‘The grader 
‘were not very high and travelling by car or truck was mostly by shove: 
Power. On the fifth of January, Donna developed pneumonia. After siting 
4p with er all night cessing the phlegm bubbles from her throat thes 
phoned Orval who had a warm car 10 take her to the hospital Lore 
hhad to pull Orval’s car the frst few miles with ¢ team and sleigh, Albert 
Rosin brought them home ebout two weeks later around by Delia. That 
Was the last trip on either road until a crew of seventeen neighbours 
shovelled the north road two months later 











In February 1951, Barbara and Brenda Morton were living with 
them as Frances had to stay in Hanna. By March, the ales piled the 
snow higher and higher and one morning they woke to find the howe 
completely buried by snow. Lome had to stand ‘on a chair and shovel 
the snow into one half of the porch to get out of doors, The kerosene 
lamps were still burning fer into the morning before he advanced fer 
enough in his digging-out operations to dig out the windows. The pump 
was buried under eight feet of snow and thicken houses and sheds! wore 
Tacky 10 be identified by an emerging roof comer, Likewise, others ia 
the community were suffering the rigors of the blizzard. Resins recall 
that the cattle ate the shingles along the root of the bern, in much the 
same way that deer nibble the bark from the trees, and de cattle could 
have walked into the loft with the utmost of ease. Roy and King Morton 
lost seventy-seven pigs that suffocated in a large pig house under ebout 
eight feet of snow. George Karg helped Roy dig them out the next day 
| hopes of saving some but all had perished. Lome fared better wi 
his lost sheep. He stood on the snowbanks around the corral searching 
for them. Slightly heaving, cracked, shallow banks attracted his ey 
There he dug, and soon ail of the’ shecp were accounted. for. Even a 
CNR passenger train was stranded out east of Youngstown which thows 
the extent of the blizzard. The transportation tie-up was complete and 
‘many had to be airlifted out of or into the Hand Hills. Among some of 
these airplane fares were: Bill Lindsay, David Kerg, Sr, King: Morton, 
and Jack Beck, For the remainder of the winter, the’ McDonald. cides 
played on the roo, a nice dry spot that they could reach without dlficly. 
‘That spring the bascments filed with water to within one foot of the 
hhouse floor, before their turn came around to borrow Morton's 
which was in much demand by other neighbours, alo, 
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Mrs. Poncock ater Some of Mr. Mortons seventyseven Lome McDonald 
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In the spring of 1952 they returned to the McDonald homestee. 
Lome was elways handy at earpentry, # gift he probably inherited from 
his grandfather. Some buling project was always in progress, but the 
enovation of the original home under the initial direction of Frank 
Ubeich and Ray Bigiord was undoubtedly the biggest undertaking. Lome 
hhas always been involved in community activities, especially those: pro- 
jects where labour is gratis, The loesl school boards the school, the Take, 
find the Club House rinks; the work bees on. the Club's interior; church 
moving and renovations; found him willing and ready for action. For 
the past twenty years he has been scerctary-tressurer of the Hand Hills 
Lake Club end though not en avid dancer has probably attended more 
dances and funetions in the hall than any other director. 











Among the gifts which have given Phyllis the most pleasure down 
through the years she lists the following: Alice Bixby taught her to chord 
‘on the piano; Willene Miller, the Hawaiian guitar; Andy Proudfoot, the 
Spanish, guitar; George Cowan, the banjo; and Jean Benedict gave her 
sh [ree plano lessons the summer she was sixteen. The following year she 
‘began filling in at Sunday School and church services playing the organ, 
‘position she sil holds 











Phyllis managed t0 keep occupied by choral activities, amateur 
shows, showers, giving musie lessons, and Ladies’ Ald functions and even 
recalls when the ladies moved the “bifis” from the Baptist Church site 
to the present one. It only cost her one week in bed. As a hobby she draws 
portraits a bobby which has no sccumulation. From 1956 to 1966 she 
lao found time t0 teach at the Hand His end upper elementary grades 
at Elmer and after one year of doing nothing (?) is now on the Hanna 
teaching staff 
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Their children are Dixie, Mes. Don Hodgson, of Homestead Cole, 
where Don is employed by Amerada Petroleum. ‘They have two daughters, 
Shannon and Sandra. Lynn, who thrice attended ‘Tuxis Boy's Parlement, 
's an avid sportsman with « special liking for hockey and softball. He 
hhas just enrolled at the Olds Vocational College. Donna, recently 
sraduated from High School is entering the University Hospital, Edmon- 
ton, to train for her RN, and Lanny, who has always excelled in 
track and field events, and was a member of Ron Howery’s Bantam 
hhockey team who took the provinclal championship in 1967, is a student 
Jn the Hanne High School, 




















MR. JOHN PERCY McBEATH 
ay Pirviis McBravit Mave 

In the spring of 1906, my father, John Perey MeBeath, and_his 
brother, Tom, arrived in the Hand Hills from Woodstock, Ontario ‘That 
summer they’ put up hay to feed cattle for the winter. My lather also 
hhauled lumber from Red Deer and built a house. On October the twelfth, 
‘my mother, my brother Campbell and I (Phyllis) arrived at Gleichen, 
and Dad took us the eighty-five miles to the Hand Hills in a lumber 
wagon, 

‘Ten days later a pratie fire took the hay Dad'and Uncle Tom had 
put up. [was only three years old, but I can still remember standing 
fon a chair at the window watching that fire sweep by our new house 
We then moved into a sod house with a bachelor (I wish T knew his 
rrame, but I don’t) and we lived there for the “hard winter” of 1906-07. 








‘When spring finelly came, we went south to the Red Deer River 
can sill remember on that trip seeing cattle where they drifed into 
the coulees along the river in front of storms and died, ‘That hed been 
a terible winter, 

Dad established the post office, at Dorathy, had a store and farmed. 
In 1916 he moved to Della to educate bis family—then to Edmonton and 
Inter to Vancouver 





My brother Campbell now lives in Calgary. Lam the wife of « United 
Church minister, recently retired, and living In Saskatoon. 

My Uncle Tom and his wife still live in Ingersoll, Ontario, where 
they celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary’ on October 10, 1967. 
(Editor's Note: Many people were certain that someone had lived at the 
Congdon Spring before the store was established there, No confirmation 
could be found until the “Tom MeBoath Story” arrived, and he confirmed 
these setlrs to be the Percy McBeath family.) 











ROBERT SAMUEL CONGDON 
sy Kivosty A. Morton 

It was Im November of 1909 that I first met Bob, as he was called, 

bochind the counter of the Hend Hills Store and Port Office, simated on 
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SY 5-T50-RI64W, Bob came west from Ontario to Lacombe in 
1905 where he worked for awhile, going later to Rumsey where he worked 
fon a ranch for Ray Tolman. In 1907, he elerkedl In a store at Morningside 
for Matthias and MeBrine’ who had headquarters in both Stettler and 
Castor. When the Hand Hills was being opened for homestesding, 
Matthias and MeBrine, in 1908, realizing a potential need sent Bob to 
the area to open a store, 











and Mes. Robert Conglon 


While he was in Morningside Bob took down with pneumonia and 
was a very sick man, A young waitress in the village undertook to nurse 
him, She was a Swedish gil named Lena (I have forgotten her last name) 
She’ was a very reserved but clever person, being conversant in seven 
languages. So Bob and his wife came to the Hand Hills and homesteaded, 
Hee acquired several other quarters during his sojourn in the Hill, often 
being involved in land transactions, 











Matihias and McBrine built the store twenty by forty and stocked it 
The living quarters were above the store. Every mail day it was @ 
gathering place for the early setdlers. The mall eame first trom Gleichen 
find later from Bassano, The homesteaders’ wives received ten cents @ 
pound for butter and nine cents for a dozen eggs. ‘The surplus of these 
was hauled out to Stettler or Castor. Most of the butter suffered. from 
hauling and the hot weather. I took one load out to Castor and Mr. 
Matthias wanted to know why It had been shipped out, for by the time 
It got there ie was pretty soft. However, I don’t think they lost anything 
by it for they took it to the creamery and hed it re-mede, At any rate 
it was « medium of exchange as cash was scarce. 








‘There were qulte a few ranches already esteblished, but by 1909 
the homestesders reslly came and setled all the available land, Roads 
were needed and schools also. Bob had an excellent education and. was 
Instrumental in much of the orgenizational work When the Hand Hills 
Municipal District was formed Bob beetme a counellor and finally the 
Reeve from about 1827 through the dry thirtc. 


Mrs, Congdon was extremely fond of onimals, calling all the horses 
by name and grieving if Bob wanted to dispore of them as though they 
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were members of the family. She raised « flock of goats, hed a number 
of watch dogs, which no one could handle except herself, and were kept 
fon stout chains in the barn or the yard depending on the season. A number 
Of eats wore her constant compenions. Mrs. Congdon passed away about 
1946 or "4. 


Tn. the late forties, Bob was involved in a binder accident which 
resulted in a broken hip. Coupled with his arthritle condition this made 
him litrally an invalid. In 1948, Mr. and Mrs. Lome MeDonald moved 
‘onto the Congdon farmstead. Here Phyllis nursed and cared for Bob and 
his companion Willard Marriot, who resided In the first Congdon house 
for two yeats until the time of his death in May of 1949 





‘The following story by Mrs. Curtis fs being included herein as. it 
ives an insight Into some of the vignettes of Ife which transpired at the 
Hand Hills Store, 


MY TRIP THROUGH THE HAND HILLS IN 1909 
Rox NovEs ny Ms. Joskrumns Curns 





In the autumn of 1909, the year of the big prairie fires In cast central 
Alberta; my husband, a south African war veteran, my brother Charles 
R. Earl, and cousin Stanley Boon, had filed on land eighty miles south 
east of Stettler, the nearest railroad. ‘They had left Calgary with a carload 
fof homesteading equipment, horses and supplies. We-did not hear from 
them for some time and becoming very worried we hed gotten In touch 
with the RCMP. at Stetler. They had informed us chat due to the fires, 
the loeality where my husband was homesteading was probably burned 
‘out and as there would be no hay for the horses, my husband. would 
probably recurs to Steer. 





Continuing to hear nothing from them, when I learned of « mail 
stage which left Gleichen for the Hand Hills (where my husband received 
hip mail) T decided to take it and try to find my husband, brother and 

From Calgary 1 travelled to Gleichen by C:N-R. and upon arriving 


there I learned that instead of a one day trip as Thad expected, it would 
take three days to reuch the Hand Hills Pst Office. 





‘There were two other passengers on the stage, a woman and a small 
sil from the Dorothy district who had been in a Calgary hospital. ‘The 
Stage driver was a young man and very patient with a “Homestesder”. 
As T rode on the front seat with him, the stage was like a democrat, he 
handed me the reins and told me to drive for a while so that I cocld 
say that [had driven the Royal Mail. We arrived at the Lawson’s Stop- 
ping House the first evening and there T got the impression that the 
hhomesteaders were to blame for all the pralrle firs. 


We started out again early the next me 
to the river we saw two men waiting beside 
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became very quiet for a time, and finally said, “This could be @ hold-up” 
We finally came to the men beside the tail, and they seemed very curious 
about the mail bags in the back of the stage but seemed friendly and 
talked pleasantly to the driver. They said they were looking at land and 
were waiting for their driver and two other prospectors. ‘With m great 
feeling of relief we continued on our way and the Alberta sun was shining 
again, 


Our next stop was the river and crossing the Dorothy Fery. ‘The 
original ferry erossing was a short distance east of this one. We siaved at 
the Large Log Stopping House (this house was recently demolished). 








‘The third day we reached the Hand Hills Post Office and Store which 
was opersted by Mr. and Mrs. Bob Congdon. The store was on the ground 
floor and the living quarters were above. It was quite nice and very 
comfortable. Mrs. Congdon was nice, friendly and very interested in my 
adventure, 





By studying a homestead map, we learned that my husbend’s home 
stead was still a day’s journey away and how to reach it was « problem: 
(lt was approximately four and a half miles east of where Hanna now 
is). Everyone advised me to return to Calgary, but Mrs. Congdon saw 
that I was determined and by moming she had thought of solution. 
She explained thet as she had lost her critter, she would drive me where 
T thought T was going, and meanwhile look for the lost critter. This was 
fon condition thet T would agree to buy a sack of coats for the horses, 








Coming from Toronto the “Good” and the environments of Bay Street 
T had never heard of “a eriter” and was very puzzled as to what she 
meant, I learned that it provided milk twice daly for the Congdon house 
hold. 


Mrs, Congdon had « democrat (a light buggy) and one horse. She 
sald she would try and borrow another horse from a young fellow named 
Fred Gibson. All her plans worked out and we left early the next morning. 





Mrs, Congdon was a person who believed in being prepared and 
‘was therefore quite disturbed when she realized that she had forgotten, 
tmatches, She explained that if @ prairie fire came towards us we could 
start a back fire with matches, We stopped at the frst dwelling we ceme 
to and obiained some matches. Now ready for emergencies we continaed 
fon our way, stopping occasionally to sean the horizon for the lost crite 








With only a homestead map to guide us, we travelled north east, 
and in spite of hay tells going the wrong way we arrived at Thompson’s 
ranch house. A Me, Joho Lamb directed us to faint tral which led to our 
destination, 

I saw a sod house and my first thought was, “it won't burn”. No one 
seemed 10 be anywhere in sight and then my husband appeared from 
around a hill, where he had been digging a well, His first words were 
Your can't stay here, You'll have to go right back” 
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But it hed been a long journey, so T stayed and for sixty years 

Mrs. Curtis also recalls that right up until before hhis last illness 
whenever she met Fred Gibson he would say) with that twinkle in his 
tye, “When are you going to pay me the rent for that horse you borrowed.” 
‘Mis, Curtis would tell him that, ‘that’ debt was outlawed years ago. 


‘MR. AND MRS. W. E. B. LINDSAY 


Since all elforts to contaet the direct lineage of the Lindsays have 
proven fruitless, the following facts are presented as @ token of rememb- 
ance from an early neighbour, Mr. King Morton. 





Mr, Lindsay wes @ druggist who originally migrated to Canada 
from Jamaica, He was already well established in 1908 when the above 
gentleman homesteaded. Mr, Lindsay was a qule, reserved man affiliated 
{ith the Masonic Onder, One recelved the impression that they. were 
Well-fixed financially as money and supplies wore always available in large 
‘quantities, For quite a number of years he was the poundkeeper for his 
township, 

Mas. Lindsay is remembered as a very capuble manager who raised 
Jarge Hocks of chickens end turkeys. King Morton remembers being hired 
to move his tector and chopping machinery to Lindsey's where he chopped. 
tt whole bin of feed for the poultry. Mrs. Lindsay had her own democrat 
fnd Tight team which she drove to town to do the family shopping, @ 
duty, which seomed to be specifically her own. 


"They had one son, Melmouth, who was one of the first puplls at the 
Elmer School. He completed his education in Calgary after his mother's 
eath, He morried there and has one daughter. Mr. Lindsay also retired 
fo that cy, enting his holdings to Herb, and later Emil Radke. Following 
demise the property was purchased by Guy Siewer. 








‘THE BECK-HUTCHISON STORY 
4s row 10 Jute Lunresty axp Puvtiis McDowato 
ny Jack Buck 

In 1907 Mr. Féwin Beck came to Calgary from Manttoulin Island, 

Ontario, bringing with him a catload of purebred Shorthorn cattle ani 

fa team, He had hoped to sell the eatle but the bad winter hed just passed 

find the straltened circumstances of the settlers prevented their sale. He 

found pasturage for the stock at Shepherd where he met Anton Anderson 

who was going to the Hand Hill #0 look for a homestead. Mi. Beck asked 

him to fle on a homestead for him, ‘This was accomplished as arranged 
in 1908. 

1h 1909 all the Beck family came out to Gleichen by train, The 

family consisted of Mother and Ded Beck, six giels and two boys and Mrs, 

Becks father, Mr, Joseph Hutchison, The wip from Gleichen was delayed. 

for awhile as Mr, Beck made arrangements with Hamish Kelly ond Fred 
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Koller, who were threshing in that area, to transport two loads of Beck's 
possesvions to the Hand Hills after harvesting wes completed. Jack recalls 
that each passenger was allowed six hundred pounds of baggage, and as 
their home on the Island had been very large, their belongings were indeed 
extensive, Taking only the most urgent necessities all of them rode in 
the two wagons, on tronks or any other available equipment which made 
fagood seat, They finally reached the homestead and what a disappointment 
fe was to find only the fourteen by sixteen shack ewaiting them. The 
nest week another trip was made 10 Gleichen to bring the cattle, horses, 
vvagon and buggy which took longer in transit. Both Jack and Dora went 
to help with the big drive. Quite e caravan travelled together as they 
‘were joined by Donald Paton and Jack Burns of Lonebutte and Willard 
Marviott and e couple who came to stay with him for awhile, Dora drove 
fone of the wagons and Jack, though only ten, drove a team of horses 





Five gunman: of Masho, 
Baha rn Ge ttt "ond Mos 

Want bck ort 

on o boggy. (They were unable to bring ll thelr supplies and, stored 
tome of team in Clelehen unl the folowing spring.) ‘the fst day out 
of Glechen it wowed and that night they camped nthe open by Jor 
dine’ Gresk. They forded she river at Dorothy about eighty rds east of 
Sire the fony now located and ic ws already floating there. Perey 
Mabsath had the Dorthy store and that ight they sept on the flor 
Among het lcs was lange tent which they hoped to erect to ad 
tothe shd?s accommodations in the Hend Hil, However, the ground 
tras fren so ard that pops could ot be driven so erat it. No shelter 
Tor the cate alo presented serious problems, so when they received at 
‘fet to ive where Ken Brown's home now stands they gladly actepied 
the accommodations provided by s two-room house and. bern, There 
they spent the fist winter, 
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In the spring of 1910, they moved hack to their homestead and en- 
larged the original shack By building a sod addition fourteen by twenty- 
four. One of the girls, Ella, about fourteen years of age, died that fest 
year. Ches Day built « coffin for the grief-stricken family, Mrs. Beck 
arranged her daughter for the burial, which took place on the side of 
the eoulee east of the house, 





Let us pause for a while, end reminisee about the grandfather, Mr. 
Joseph Hutchison, This old gentleman was endowed with true pioneer 
blocd and spirit for he was elghty-three when he fled on his homestead 
and pre-emption In 1910. He lived to the ripe age of nincty-six, never 
hhaving been seriously incapacitated and was able todo a lively step dance 
right tothe last, When he passed away in 1922 he held a mssual record 
in the Orangemen's Lodge, having the longest tenure of membership in 
the Dominion of Canada, « period of seventy-cight years, The day of his 
funeral witnesed a strange competition Inthe undertaking. busines. 
At that time two undertakers were in Hanna, one who drove « four-horse 
team, the other a motorizad hearse. The former was an Orangeman 30 he 
was contacted by phone to bring the coffin on the day set for the burial, 
‘When he had’ arrived by one o'clock the family got worried end phoned 
for the other undertaker. ‘The horse drawn corte was within sight of 
Beck's when the motored hearse chugged past nim and Into the yard 
Jack doesn't reall any repercussions but says he remembers that the grave 
side ceremonies in Craigmyle were conducted by the headlights of the 
hearse 








Mrs, Beck was Mr. Hutchison’s only daughter and other people 
depended upon her ss did her fsther and her family. Her services as & 
midwife were io demand throughout the Hills. Among few of those 
whom she attended were: Mrs. Bert Newman, Mrs. Ches Day, Mes. F. 
White, Mrs. Rudolph Shandere, Mrs. Kingsley Morton and Mis. J. York 








The Beck home was the gathering place for parties, church services 
and bachelors (the later due to the attraction of so many far daughters) 
A nine-room house replaced the first sod shack in 1914. The building of 
the bam in 1916 by Mr. R.A, McDonald and Mr, J. Montgomery 
took about six weeks. Jack recollets one day when Frankle Byers called 
in during the construction procedure, and how it almost made the two 
of them ill to watch “Gran” MeDonald and Jack Montgomery walking 
rronchalantly along the skeleton idgepole supported only by the bare 
falters. Following the barn's completion, a huge Pentecostal service was 
held there to mark the realization of a fine project. This was the begin 
ning ofa series of social functions which made Beck’s barn an integral part, 
of the Hill, At the barn dances the following people helped provide the 
rnusle: Fred Koller, on the accordian, Ernie Ernest and Ernie Robertson 
fon the violin, Harry Sams and his family on a variety of instruments 


About 1926 Mr, and Mrs. Beck moved to Abbotsford, B.C. While on 
‘holiday to the Hills in 1927, Mr. Beck passed away suddenly from a 
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heart attack at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Beatrice McRae, of Craig- 
rmyle. Thereafter, a granddaughter, Miss Annie Maclean, made her home 
with Mrs, Beck in B.C. until her death tn 1936, 


‘Their family consisted of: Dora, who married John MacLean (both 
Aeceased—see Maclean story); Beatrice (deceased), Mrs. Norman McRae: 
Hilde, (Mrs, F. Blanchard), Los Angeles, Californa, one son Leland; 
Jack on the homestead; Gladys, (Mrs. Roddy McLeod); Pat of Vancouver, 
two children, Robert and Patsy; and Monict, one daughter. 


Jack grew to mankood in the Hills then in the fell of 1918 he worked 
at the Hanna roundhouse for a year, After working for a while on a pipe- 
Tine he went to Calgary where ke completed a vuleanizing training course. 
He worked at this trade for a year, then the year prior to his marriage 
to Annie Mashon he worked in the Drombeller coal mines, In 1926, 
they took up residence on his father’s homestead where Jack has since 
resided 











Many houses have graced this farmstead but perhaps the most out 
standing events relating t0 the buildings are as follows: ‘The Mackzan 
hhome and also the Caldwell house were moved into the main yard about 
ten years ago, In 1960, the big house was destroyed by fire and a new 
Thome replaced it in 1961. The big barn was badly damaged in a eyclonte 
swindstorm which fore a large jagged hole in the west side of the root 
The following year it was repalted and reshingled and now the damaged 
section is herdly discernible 


About twenty years ago Mrs, Beck suffered a serious iliness which 
left her a semt-invalid, She is @ patient in the Drumheller Chronie Hospital 


‘Their family consists of Grace, (Mes, Gerry Walters), Calgary, whose 
dllldren are Dwight, Bruce, Velerle and Marilyn; Ben, of Finnegan, 
marred Alice Faechner, and they have three children, Ruby, Buddy, and 
Randy; Morris, married Ella Martin and with their six children, Terry, 
Kethy, Robin, Barbara, Darrell and Lorna, share the homestesd with his 
father; Allred, who married Shirley Pfahi, lives at Fort Macleod with 
their family, Glen and Debbie; Shirley, (Mrs. Pat Rowden) lives in Cal- 
fury. Thelr children are Susie, Nancy and David; Viola, (Mrs, Dick Pear- 
Son) of Bow City, has two children, Kevin and Christine 








JOHN MacLEAN 
ay Cana Hovctrrow 


John Murray MacLean was born in 1888 in the Falkland Islands 
In the South Pecific. His parents first settled In the Bassano area, and 
later Jon moved into the Fish Lake region where he took up ranching. 
He met Dore Beck, a neighbor gil and they were martied on September 
25, 1912, at Beck's with a wedding dance held in a granary to celebrate 
the occasion. Dora was bom in 1882 and moved 10 the Elmer distret 
with her parents, from Manitoulin Island 
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John Macteen and John Maclean and Mr. Sanderock,«o- 
ie ihrer of the Keay Fox Form 





John was noted for his speed at shearing sheep while he was @ 
rancher. ‘The winters were very hard, and one year when winter came 
carly his entire herd wes snowed under. Hauling hay was the biggest 
task and John was known to have heated the thermometer with a match 
to bring it up 10 twenty degrees below zero so the hired man would make 
his trip 10 ha! bay. 





John snd family later moved to the Elmer district in order thet the 

children could attend school there, He played an active part in the 

community, being on the Board of Directors for the fst Hand Hills 

Stampede and also had a shire in the Hand Hills Club House. Dora 

was well known in che area and fulfilled an important part as midwife 
the community 








The Macleans. were the proud parents of nine childeen; Annie 
(Proudfoot), the oldest, now living at Elaa, Yukon, Clara. (Houghton) 
who liked to play exib with Jeck Inkster and still remembers the three 
wishes, now lives at Rumsey, Evelyn (Proudfoot), the fist to get marred, 
now lives at Kamloops, B.C, Catherine (Bouldic), « haed worker in the 
district, now resides in Red Deer, Eunice (Cawieral), who likes to cook, 

es in Calgary. Her husband was decessed in 1966, Gertle (Mac 
Adem), who was very quiet and shy, now lives In ‘Toronto, John (Mac- 
Lean), the first boy in the family, is @ mechenie presently working in 
Calgary, Jim (MacLean), the only’ ether boy is now working in the oil 
industry at Rimbey, Jean (Beingessner), the baby who was loved by 
all, helped look after her Dad in his latter years, is now living in Calgary. 














John MacLean passed away in 1941 and the family moved away 
from the community. His falthfal wife 

nine children, twenty-nine grande 
children. 





NORMAN MeRAE 


Norman McRae was bor in Brace County, Ontario, in 1890, This 
was a beautiful country on the east side of Lake Huron, where we were 
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fed on good old oatmeal and maple syrup. As T grew older the slogan 
jn those days was “Go west young man, go west.” 

In 1909, our neighbour Mr. A. J. Campbell and his family. moved 
to Gleichen, Alberta, and shortly afterwards my brother Aschie followed 
hhim. Archie then made hie home with the Campbell family until that 
summer when he worked in the tnnel at Field, Bish Columbia 


In the fall of 1909, Mr. Campbell and Archle took a team and 
wagon and drove all over this country. Finally they each decided 10 file 
fon a half section of land about five mnles east of Hand Hills Lake. Later 
In the fall, Archie and Malcolm McLean came out with some Tumber and 
built shack ten by twelve, where they lived all winter. 


In the spring of 1910, Jim Lane and I came out to Gleleben with 
four horses, machinery and a car load of seters effects. This was about 
the fret of March and we had to wait about a week or ten days undl 
the ice went out of the Red Deer River. We started ost with two wagons 
tnd tried to make it to Lawson's stopping house, ‘There were no roads 
and no bridges, just the beld prairie and lots of mud. We got stuck in a 
‘mud hole near Dead Horse Leke, which was my first experience Jn 
sleeping out on the prairie under a wagon 








Jim Lane had just come home from Calgary after having all. his 
teeth extracted, and he had a real job eating our frozen bread and dry 
meat, but he made up for it after he got 10 Dorothy and got his feet 
under Mrs. MeBecth’s table. That night one of our horses took sick with 
swamp fever. ‘The next moming it was down and couldn't get up, so 
we had to leave him and one wagon and continue on with just the other 
three horses. That night we landed at the homestead. The next morning 
Mr. Lane walked to his homestead which was one mile south of Jack 
Millers Reneh. The next week they sent me to Calgary to file on my 
homestead, one mile east and one mile south of Archie's, 





That summer I had the pleasure of driving oF herding Mr. Camp 
hell's four big oxen, turning the sod over on this wonderful chocolate 
clay, as they calli 





They were wonderful days, no women to quarrel with and nobody 
hhad any money. Everybody was happy, looking forward to the day when 
‘we would all be happily married and living in our big mansions. As it 
turned out we all got merried but we never got the mansions. 


‘The Hand Hills Post Office, where Bob Congdon had his store 
was eighteen miles west, Of course, being early settlers, we were anxious 
to get acquainted with all our neighbours. On our way home from the 
post office we met a friendly old man with long whiskers, who asked 
Us to his home. It was just a sod house but a mice home, with six girls 
and four boys, that was the Beck home. T was attracted to that home 
and especially to the second oldest girl. In 1913 we decided to get marzied 
and from that union we had thtce boys and one girl Stanley, who ie 
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now living in Vancouver; Harvey, in Wetaskiwin; Rodrick, 
River, and Reta, in New Westminsier 


At that time, there were very few social activites going on, only 
fa dance now and then. Jack Miller, a rancher who lived south of the 
Hand Hills and Les Flet, who lived’ west of the lake, decided to put on 
4 plenle and a bucking contest. Herschell Wright came along and said 
“Why don't you call ft « stampede?” So in 917 the first stampede in 
Alberta originated. They had horse racing, bucking and. berrel racing. 
am happy to say that F took first prize inthe bareel race 





‘Oscar Rowden and Carl Hartt were there with thelr show, “Drown 
the Kaiser", They had a man sit up on a pinnacle and you had to pay 
twenty-five cents for a throw. If you hit certain spot, Kaiser would 
fall into a mud hole and you would win « cigar, 





It was nice t0 see all the local cowboys there: Miles Clark, Day 
Lenfesty, Tommy Bear, the Greenwood brothers, and many others, There 
were also the ladies: Babe Lenfesty, Pearly Pyle, Fifie Woods, Else 
Lenfesty and others. 


In 1920, T bought the Alf Keay homestead where the Elmer School 
Is now. I'sold this to W. Moench in 1923 and moved to Craigmyle where 
T took over the old livery barn, formerly owned by Pat ‘Thompson. I turned 
this into a garage in 1929, where T served the public with Mastey Harris, 
Machinery and Cheveolet cars. In the fall of 1042 we left a thriving 
business to go into Gospel work in the north country. Starting at Atha: 
basca and Boyle we were able to get a number of families to build a 
church, which as been great blessing to thet community ever since 
The name of itis the Paxson Full Gospel Church 





In 1944, wo heard the Macedonia call 10 Grand Prairie, “Come over 
and help us.” They had a church in a basement with a lot of lumber 
Iying around on top. I sald to them “What is all this lumber lying. here 
for?” They sald “We are just waiting for a foreman to lead us” I agreed 
to lead them and so the nest morning I phoned a carpenter in Edmonton 
by the name of Mr. Glanville and be etme out the next morning. T can 
say like they said about Nehemish “The people had a mind to work, 
In six wooks it was finished and paid for and they called it “The Grand 
Prairie Light House. 





From there we moved across the river to Brownvale, where we 

managed to get « few families together who wanted a church of their 

own. Here we built @ church which young boy called Genire Point, 

Decause it was in between two schools where they used to hold their 
ings 








In 1946, my dear wife Beatrice went home to Glory. She was like 
Enoch, she walked with God and so God took her. 


Tn 1948, T married Mrs. Newman of Craigmyle and shortly aftr, 
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we moved to Edmonton, We started an old folks home, which was 
called the Haven of Rest Christian Retirement Home. 





In 1964, we retired and moved to our old town Craigmyle where 
wwe have been cver since 


MR. AND MRS. RUDOLPH SHANDERA 
vy Mas. May Putt 
Mr. Rudolph Shandera who was born in 1884 in Czechoslovekie, 
‘came to Canada with his father’s family in 1906. They resided at Haveks- 
bury, Ontario, for a while but moved west in 1908 where he took out 
4 homestead in the Hand Hills. All his farm wes broken by oxen and 
4 breaking plow. 





In 1917 he married Alice Jane Ditchfield of the Hand Hills district. 
The members of thei family are: WILLIAM (See the Wm. Shandera 
story following), CLARENCE married Millie Francis of Parr, they have 
two children, Alice and James. MAY, (Mes, Howard Pugh) of East Coulee, 
have the following family: Larry, Robert, Alice, Marilyn and Leona 
RUDOLPH, JR, married Mary Boulter, of Newioundland, now resides 
at Morrin. Their childeen ate: Raymond, Philip, Geraldine, and Gerald 
RAYMOND married Marian Cameron, a teacher from Youngstown, ‘They 
hhave two children, Rosalie and Bradley. They make their home at High 
River. The twins, ELSIE EMILY, resides in Drumheller and ANNIE ALICE 
(Mrs Ernest Volb) also resides in Drumheller, Their children are: 
Maryann, Robert, Marlene, Florence, Shirley, Andrew and Linda 
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Rudolph Shandors 





In the year 1927, Mr. Shandera built a new twelve roomed home 
Which was much mare spacious than the three-roomed shack in. which 
they hed been living. Mrs. Shandera passed away in 1933 leaving. him 
‘with seven small children to raise. 





Mr. Shandera remerried in 1945 to Mrs, Elizabeth Clarke of Drum 
heller, « former resident of the Hand Hill, They moved o Drumheller 
Jn 1963 where they resided until thelr deaths, Mrs, ‘Shandera passed 
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away in April of 1958 and Mr, Shandera passed away in August of the 
sume year at the age of seventy-four. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Since Rudolph Shandera was the personification 

of vitality and versatility; and since his strength and endurance were 

sn of powerful ambitions pitted 





neque and ine he rly as 
aaaaeenscoingynsummuntble odds we foc that some. reference 
SEIS ue made to thee facets in this publication. His home was shred 
eae ah ‘hs parents Mie and. Mrs. JoupsShandera, Se. Then. for 
see year hit fie and brother Lote sealed Rodalph’s place 
“Home 


He had a large string of oxen, whose stlidty and stubbornness could 
only be influenced end handled by « man with tremendous determination. 
Tt bas been said by early pioneers that If a stubborn ox would not go 
there directed, Rudolph would drag him hence by setting hhis teeth 
Jn its ear. At one time Rudolph estimated that he had broken more 
than a thousand acres of virgin soil with his famous span of oxen, this 
included the Dorothy fat 


He accepted the contract to dig the basement for the Whi 
Hotel in Drumbller. ‘This was a one man ‘pick and shovel” operation. 
He hired another chap to shovel the dire back at ground level, but often 
hhad to jump out and help hi when he fell behind. Each night he walked 
all the way home to his homestead here in the Hand Hills to water and 
feed his oxen, and walked back 0 start work in the moming never 
missing a day during the project's progress 
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‘Among his other traits he harbored a grest love for the land and 
was constantly adding to his treasured holdings. So too, he loved to 
play his button. accordion. Dunelng, especially the Hop Waltz, was 
fccomplished with the same vigorous love of life which he poured into 
his work, For several years he served as secretary-treasurer of the Elmer 
School Board. Aman of tremendous energy, he proved that a man can 
do anything to whieh he sets his mind. 





MR. AND MRS, JOSEPH SHANDERA, SR. 
‘as ro1n ay ADOLPH SHANDERA 


Mr. Joseph Shandera, who was born in 1858, left his home town 
in Bohemia tnd migrated to Hawksbury, Ontario, where he worked on 
f farm for fifteen dollars @ month, It took ten years of privation for him 
fo save enough money to send for his wife and five children, oseph, 
Rudolph, Josephine, Bill, end Frances. For a few years they made their 
hhome in Hawksbury where Adolph and Loule were born 








In 1905, Rudolph went to Washington, USA, where he worked as 
1 lumberjack but came to Alberta, in 1908, where he took out a home 
Stead in the Hand Hills. Alter his reports of the “wonderful west” reached 
Ontario, his parents decided 10 come to Alberta also. In 1913 Adolph 
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and his father came and a few months later, the mother, Joseph, Bill 
find Louie followed. ‘The girls married and made their homes in Ontario 
{AIL of the Tamily are now deceased except one daughter, Frances, of 
Ontario and Adolph of Hoquiam, Washington, U.S.A. The following 
fre the nemes of Adolph’s sone: Louls, Richard, George, William and 
Joseph.) ‘The Senior Shanderas took up their residence with their son, 
Rudolph, where they abode except for @ short sojourn in Craigmyle 
tunul the time of their passing. Mes, Shandera passed away in 1923 and 
Mr. Shandera in 1940, 


Adolph remembers vividly and with obvious relish the personality 
‘of Rudelph’s famous span of oxen, He recalls a team called Spot and 
Jimmy thet Rudolph had in 1914. One of them was well broken and 
the other green. They were joined at the necks by a device called © 
Spreader and in order to get them to pull ahead on the stoncboat, 
Rudolph tied thetr tails together. All went well until the spreader broke 
fand in the confusion that resulted one ox lost is ti 


Old Broad was another ox with above average Intelligence and 
could easily capture a Hollywood role if he were around today. He would 
feign exhaustion, seeming hardly able to stagger another step. This 
flways seemed worse along the north side of the property. adjoining 
King Morton's. The driver fearing Old Broad was about to die would 
tnkcok him. As soon es Old Brood was relived of his restraints, he'd 
dash over to the fence, raise the wires, crawl under it and head for 
Morton's eabbege patch, (Mr. Morton finally broke Old Broad of this 
habit by filling a shot gon shell with selt and letting him have the full 
charge in the “north-end heading south.") 





‘Adolph remembers walking all the way to Hanna with Charlie 
Shoults to enlist in 1916, Though he lied about his age to get in, 
his hardy background proved his manliness. He went overseas and saw 
tetion before. the armistice. The following are the names of Adolph's 
ons: Louis, Richard, George, William and Joseph 


‘A son Bill, who operated a garage in Craigmyle, married Augosta 
rem, and thele family consisted of: Marjorie Herdsman of Calgary, has 
two children; Ruth Ross, Calgary, three children; Doris Hampton, of 
Toronto, has five children, ‘The following are all of Calgary: Augusta 
Karg hes five children; Jim martied Grace Langevin. ‘They have two 
Jldren, Dorothy Boettcher has two children; Robert has two children; 
Shirley Clovechok also has two children 

altor’s note: Word has been received that on July 25, 1968, Adolph 
Shandera's youngest son, Joseph, died suddenly while playing « game 
of golf at Hoquiam, Washington. 

LOUIE AND JOE SHANDERA, JR. were the bachelor sons of Mr. 
and Mrs, Joseph Shandera, Sr, who migrated to the Hand Hills from 
Bohemia, Joe, Jr. operated’ barber shop in the village of Craigmyle 
while Louie stayed on the farm and assisted his brother Rudolph with 
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farming operations. Loule was @ very mild, quict mannered fellow with 
an “ever-ready” laugh. He loved to go visting and was a familier figure 
walking the roads or the fence lines with his briar pipe clamped between 
his teeth. Being a splendid skater and also being fond of children, he 
spent long patient hours on the sloughs in winter teaching the Shandera, 
Maclean, and Morton children how to skate, Both Loule and Joe died 
from heart attacks while in the prime of life. 


WILLIAM JOSEPH SHANDERA was the eldest son of Rudolph and 
Alice Shandera. While an adolescent he contracted TB of the hip which 
confined him to bed for many months. For an extended period after he 
Was remobilized a rigid leg brace was required to help support, the 
weakened member. Thereafter, he was characterized by « slight limp 
In June of 1945, he married! Miss Iva Wilkinson of the Coronation area 
and they lived on the Alec Clarke place for a. while before moving tp 
the Vieker's Farm, southwest of Drumheller, In 1047 they moved front the 
Hand Hills Lake district to the Elmer district where his children attended 
school. Bll is remembered for his passion for drameties and ongentzations 
sting for actors always had Bill's name at the top oftheir lists No part wes 
too difficult or hilarious for Bill and he especially loved roles which required 
him to dress up like a woman. In October of 1963 he moved to Shetrness 
Where he was employed at the ooel mines but he passed away suddenly: te 
December of the same year. His daughter, Nellie, (Mrs. Don ‘Trotier) 
has two children, Twila and Trevor. His son, joe, of Jasper married 
Pat Moore, and they have two children, one son Shane anda daughtcs 














MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND SHANDERA. 


Raymond Shandera married Mise Marian Cameron, a school teacher 
from Youngstown, in 1956. For several years they made thelr hone 
on his father’s homestend, during which time Marian “subbed” atthe 
Elmer School. They were both involved in the allay of the United 
Church, and’ Marian especially enjoyed the choir and Ladies’ Aid 
activities, For two years they spent thelr winters in Delia where Maran 
ess teaching in the Elementary department and Raymond was assisting 
fn taking care of the ice atthe curling rink. They moved to Calgary Te 
the fall of 1965 end at the present time are living at High River with 
their two children, Rosalie and Bradley. 











MR. AND MRS. 0, MAETCHE 
ay Lawaence ano Exwer Magteate 
Otto Maciche was bom in Kulm, North Dakota, USA. in 1890 
and came to Red Dect in 1900, He made the trip with his family to 


Red Deer in five railway cars with siety-five head of cattle und tees 
horses 





‘They spent the first winter five miles north west of Innisail. His 
brothers homesteaded east of Olds in 1901. In 1907 his Tather diel sea 
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in 1008, Otto and his mother moved to the Hand Hills and es he was 
rot eighteen yeats old his Mother filed « homestead and held it for im 
tant he was eighteen years old 

‘They built a house with lumber hauled from Olds. The walls were 
plastered with a misture of straw and clay. Tt took two and one half 
ays to get the three loads of lumber acros the river. They had to lock 
the wagon wheels coming down the river banks, 

‘The lumber for the barn was hauled from Stettler, Otto lived one 
and s half years on the homesteed. He did not break up much land. 
He had eighty-five head of eattle and twenty-eight head of horses, They 
used to dip cattle at Taylor's ranch, 

In 1908 prairie fire drifted down from Big Valley and destroyed 
all the grass land and hay stacks. 

(On November 23, 1913, Otto and Maria Siewert were married in 
the Evangel Church in Hanna by Rev. Finkbeiner. The wedding 
perty drove to Hanna end beck by team end buggy. 

In 1914 his mother sold out. At the sile the first bid on a team 
of horses wes five hundred dollars and they finaly sold for six hundred 
twelve dollars 





A baby girl, Ruth was born and in 1917 « son, David was bor, 
Both children died in 1918 in the flu epidemfe. 

In. 1916 neighbours formed a syndicate In a Case Steamer and & 
twelve-bottom plough. ‘The syndicate included: C. Teske, Louis Zim 
brick, Fred Gactz, Bob Congdon, Bill Lindsey, Otto and Guy Mactche, 
‘They broke up five hundred acres of land north west of Watts 

Tn 1919 Orta bought bis first car, a Grey Dort, from Mr. Jones, 
the LH.C. dealer in Hanna, 

In 1920 their som Elmer was born, 

In 1922 Osto bought out the Fletcher Lumber Co. of Hanna and 
buile his second bem, Mr. Hawkins of Calgary helped build the barn 
with the help of the neighbors. Five lambs were butchered to feed. the 
‘crew. Church was held in the barn while the Hand Hills Baptist Church 
‘was under construction, 

In Ist 














their son Lawrence was bor, 


‘Their new house was built in 1926 on the homestead by Mr. 
McCloskey, ‘Two years later Mr, Maetche bought his frst new truck. 
With this truck he hauled a lot of wheat for the neighbors to Craigmyle. 
This was the year of the big crop. He sold his wheat for twenty-e 
cents a bushel and the cost for threshing was eleven conts a bushel 





Their youngest daughter, Esther (Mrs. Al Wunderlich, New West 
‘minster, B.C.), was born. 
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In 1934 he bought his fist trctor from Oscar Murdock, « Fordson 
‘on steel with a two-botiom plough. A few years later Otto traded this 
tractor back to Mr. Murdoch for a 15-30 McCormick. ‘The first new 
tractor owned was bought in 1944 

AA familiar sight was Otto with a deiving team and coyate buggy, 
which was a democrat and « hound bor which he could open with one 
poll on a rope from the drive’s seat. He hunted coyotes in almost all 
parts of the country. The most dogs he had at one time were nine and 
the best catch in one day was seven coyotes. He stil runs good com 
petition with modern television with his stories to his grandchildren 
about coyote hunting. He bought a Winchester 45-75 rifle from a fellow 
thet was staying at Bill Lindsay's. The gun is sll in working order and 
afew shells left. 

Mrs, Maeiche always had an open house for chutch, choir members, 
tnd ministers as the home was 20 neat 10 the church. 

In 1952 Mr. end Mes, Mactche retired to Hanna, ‘They trevelled 
almost yearly to the coast till the pessing away of Ms. Maetehe in April 
1965, 





Mr. Mactche Is still very active today with farm work on the farms 
of his two sons. 


MR. AND MRS. GUY MAETCHE 
ay Mas, Gur Masrcnre 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Maetche grew up, went to school and marred 
Jn the Mayton distiet east of Olds. At that time Mayton was « small 
town which boasted of two stores, « post office and creamery among its 
‘other facilities. All supplies were hauled from Olds by team, but since 
Mayton wasn’t situated on a railroad, the town disintegrated 





he Mactches were married in 1912, All their family except George 
tnd Al were born in the Hand Hills the last mentioned being born afer 
they moved to Craigmyle in 1928, 





Mr. Mactche was en avid coyote hunter and often made some 
bulous deals to insure good coyote hound stock. Mrs. Mactche recalls 
that once he traded a car in good running order for two hounds; and 
Jn another instance he sold a hound for fifty dollats to a coyote hunter 
named Daeiz, from near Endiang, 





Pioneer women were fantastic workers, Mrs. Maetche helped. with 
the land cultivation as well a accomplishing her many household chores, 
besides feeding and tending a growing family. The binder was too difficnle 
for her to operate, being a very small woman, However, she_rcealls 
pushing Trene and Violet, in a baby buggy, from windrow to windrow 
as she stooked all day. In the evening she went home and milked ‘mine 
cows. In her spare time she made the cream into butter which she traded 
for her groceries, 
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Like many pioneer ladies she remembers the fascination of the Syrian 
pedlars’ cars; long buggy trips coming home from town after dark; going 
fo Miller's for the Stampedes and the great community effort that erected 
the Baptist Church 

‘The Maciches retired to Hanna in 1964 and Mr, Mactche passed 
away there in 1966. 


‘The children are all married with families of their own, 


Irene, Mrs. Frank Croker lives in Calgary, as does Violet and Al 
Edwin lives in Toronto, Bob in Hanna and George at Craigmyle 





‘DITOR’s NOTE: Otta Maetche related the following story about 
“horse” sense, His brother, Guy, sold a team, a mare and @ gelding, 
to Mr. Chambers at Morrin, Mr, ‘Chambers re-sold the team to someone 
south of Calgary. Four years later the gelding returned to Guy Matches 
He stood at the gate until Guy opened it, walked into the barn and went 
up into bie own sal. 


Im the meantime, the Calgary owner phoned Mr. Chambers to see 
if the gelding was there, Mr. Chambers unable to phone Guy phoned 
Mr. Fred Gaetz at Cralgmyle asking about the horse. At church the 
following Sunday, Mr. Gaete gave the message to Guy. Upon investigation 
Guy discovered that the mare had dled and the gelding had left on his 
lonely trek three days later. 





ELMER MAETCHE, 


I was born in 1920, the eldest son of pioneer homesteaders, Mr. and 
Mrs, Otto Mactche, of the Hand Hills district. 

Except for ¢ term of two years in the Army in World War Tl, T have 
spent all’ my life in this district and have enjoyed many community 
tctivities such as baseball, hockey, ete. 

T attended the old one room Elmer School, riding horseback every 


day as at this time school buses were unheard of 








“The memory that stands out most in. my mind is thet of the “Dirty 
‘Thirtig” ‘and diry thirties they were! The dust storms darkened the 
skies so that my mother had to light the old kerosene lamp in the daytime 
to continue her work. 

‘One of my greatest enjoyments was to go coyote hunting with my 
dad. 

In 1944 T decided to sete down and purchased the Mike Kary 
place which was the 1908 homestead of C. Teske. He and Fred Gactz 
batched there, Across the enulee were two other bachelors, Henry and 
Chris Sauer, Other early occupants of this farm were Mr. and Mrs 
‘Woods, Mrs, Neilson and then the Karys, 
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‘That same year I marred Elizabeth Johnson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fos Johnson of Michichi, who was teaching at the Elmer School 
‘We set up housekeeping high’on a windy hill, 





Four children were born to us while we were living here—Mary 
Dean, married to Ron Sneath and at present teaching in Edmonton; Janet, 
a hairdresser in Edmonton; Kirk, now attending High School in Hanna 
and Kim who is attending Junior High in Hanna, In 1956 we moved 
to my parent? farm as they had retired and moved to Hanna, In October 
of that year our fourth daughter Leah was born, 











[At present, I am occupied in mited farming and school bus driving 
and my wife, Betty, is teaching at the Elmer School 





A HOMESTEADER'S REFLECTIONS 
ar Pevex Gatsren 

Gone forever are the happy homestead days, 

‘The horse and buggy, wagons and sleighs, 

‘The walking plow and the oxen—no mote “Hawi or “Geel” 

‘The wagon trails across the country as far as the eye could see, 

‘Through coulees, around lakes, up and down the bills 

Polls ring in the open exposed to weather's chill 

[No bridges or railroads were there to eros, 

No traffic cop to stop you and tell you that he's bos 

No stop signs or red lights, no limit to speed. 

It was up to you to drive safe and just maintain your seat 

No worries to find some place for oil and gas. 

All that was needed for power was water and grass 

‘A big change to “iron and stee!” from “horseflesh and leather”, 

But still man has not been able to control storms or weather. 

Way up yonder in the heavenly blue sky 

Where the alr was pure and happy birds did fly 

e's now overtaken by flying objects controlled by man, 

‘That takes away the froedom of the feather clad cla 

Nor have we forgotten how we tied to speak with an Indian tribe 

‘And the peaceful smoke rising from the good old com-cob pipe 

We still remember that early stampede, what excitement took place 

At the performance of the old slow horse race 

When all the bucking horse riding and calf roping ceme to an end, 

Everybody watched the performance of the greasy-pole climbing event. 

Many nations now spend milli 





os to win another race 
Way out beyond the earth in outer space 

But for me, these memories I will never, never trade. 

A little spot on the earth which i ealled “The Old Homestead” 
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by Peren Gastar 
TEADING HARDSHIPS” 


‘This ts the history of two families that came to Canada of wh 
my wife and T are both members. The first was Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Moench’s family (SR.) including seven children according to age 
Wendelen, Sophia, Leonkard, Dore, Beatrice, Amalia, and Edward. The 
second family. was that of Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard’ Galster with their 
Sx children at the time of entry: two more were born in Canada, Peter, 
Flizabeth, Augustine, Albert, Ludwig, Ronald, Christ, and Katie 


We migested to Alberta from North Dekote, arriving. in Olds, 
Angust twelfth 1907, Bach family had one railroad boxcar filled with 
livestock, ‘machinery and household effects, One man was allowed to 
accompany the ear without being charged railway fare. Wm. Moench 
‘was in Moench’s car and Louis Zimbrick was in Galster’s car. These cars 
ld not arrive at the same time we did, so a house was rented for one 
‘month, In hopes that a homestead would be located end we could move 
‘nto it—but these hopes did not materialize. After going over the area 
west of Olds a8 far as they could travel, north as far as Ponokt and 
fast t0 the Red Deer River, no sultable land could be found. By this 
time they realized it was too late to move to a homestead before winter 
set in, even if they found one, s0 they looked for a place they could 
rent for the winter where feed could be put up for thelr stock. ‘This 
Search proved more successful as they found a farm three and a half 
mniles north west of Olds, which had twenty eres of oats on it and 
fenough grass from which 0 cut thelr winter’s supply of hay. The 
buildings: were all of log construction but the house: was large enough 
to accommodate both families. Tt had been vacant for some. time and 
needed a lo of cleaning, but this did not take long with everybody pitching 
in, Again Tock was against us as an early snow came along and laid the 
‘oat crop fat so it had to be cut with the mower one way, for green 
feed, a8 it was also frozen. However, the snow all melted and enough 
hay was put up to last the winter. Wood was also cut in quantities since 
‘eas plentiful, but we had no coal 

















Mr. Galster and Mr. Moench were both about forty-five years of 
tage, but the children of the Moench family were about ten yours older 
than the children in the Galster family. Louls Zimbrick stayed with 
these families, he was also interested in a homestead. He was the only 
fone who could speak English and had to act as interpreter, which he 
was glad 10 do, 





Finally everything was reedy for the winter and the men again 
Degan seeking a homestead, this time farther east of the Red Deer River, 
fs Tar as the west sie of the Hand Hills and north. When they found 
some lend that looked pretty good, they rushed back to dhe Land Tides 
Office in Calgary only to find that this land hed already been filed on 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Galetr 
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So the search began all over again until winter set in, Still no home 
Beads were found. A tent, stove, food supplies and feed had to be 
Sried on each trip as well as a guide who knew the country and could 
cathe tascriptions on the land stakes as to section, townshlp, range 
eat inerdian, Some of those trips took a week or ten days, and most 
Sr 'the time they hed to camp out on the praires overnight. 





Alter the winter of 1907 and 1908 set in, nothing could be done 
Louis Zimbrick and some of the oldest members of the Moench family 
Tent to work in Olds but the Galster children were too young, the 
Gidek being eleven and there were no schools out there either. During 
(ae tee in the bush, all kinds of speculation was going about, what 
Thoutd be done the next year, and where could « homestead be found. 
The best solution scemed to be to rent a farm for a year if they could 
det one, In the year 1908 two farms were found end rented in the 
Mayton district, twenty miles east of Olds about three or four miles 
post ia fairly good farm district. No bush and good soil, but only 
TR ‘and barley could be grown. At that time, other grains would not 
fipen before the frost came. Even the oat crop froze that year 











Information got out that there were some new homestends being. 
served east and north of the Hand Hills so after seeding the search began 
ce more, this time on the cast side of the Hand Hills, These hills 
Toked really big from the west, almost as high as the mountains. Nobody 
Retned to know how fer it was but according 10 the maps it did not 
seemfoo far and also showed the Hand Hills Lake, so this time they 
found ‘real good land If only i would still be available by the tine 
they got back to Calgary. This time they were more fortunate, so they 
filed on several parcels which they had marked. Some of the best wat 
fone but sell some good ploss were left. They were quite jubilant, At 
har time a homesteader could purchase another quarter section for three 
Ralls an acre on installments but it hed to adjoin his homestead. So 
Spplicaions were made for these pre-emptions. In order to get tne to the 
Homestead afte three years it was necessary to break up thirty acres 
aor a certain amount of caile and live on the property for six months 
fout of enoh year. 














‘Time did not permit us to do anything on these homesteads until 
after harvest 20 it was decided to put up the winter's feed and stay on 
{he rented farms until the following spring, then move to the hills as 
Koon as possible. The harvest was late due to bad weather, but it was 
eeuded to make one trip t the homestead with machinery so. there 
sald be fewer tsips the next spring. 1 was permitted to go along so 
Three: wagons were loaded, two of Moench’s, one team on each, Mr. 
Moench dviviog one team and Leonhard the other. ‘The first day we 
Botta the river end stayed at a farm just above the river overnight, The 
Rressing was east of ‘Trochu. ‘The men had crossed here before, and 
new the banks were very steep and high. We put » rough Tock on each 
ind wheel bad’ a team behind with a chain from the neck yoke to 
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the ale to hold the load back in caso the team in front could not hold 
t, Finally, we got all three loads down safely. 


‘The next thing we had to do was ford the river as the ferry had 
been pulled out for the winter. It was a nice day and the water was 
clean. It took a while to decide who was going to take the first risk. My 
dad and T were chosen. The water was not very deep, only got into the 
wagon box for a litle ways, but there were sich big rocks we alinost 
upset the load a few times. Nevertheless all three wagons made it. Now 
‘o get up the hills on the other side. We put six horses on each load 
‘and finaly all the wagons were on top. 














By this time most of the second day was gone. After driving for a 
few miles we noticed that everything was black. This was only a week 
or so after the big prairie fire had gone through, ‘This erossing was called 
the Stone Pile Crossing and the fire started not very far from the river, 
We had seen the glow in the sky for a couple of nights ell the way 
from Mayton; but didn’t know where it was. (However, we knew. wh 

these fires were like because both families were hurt out once in North 
Dakota.) As far as we could see everything was black to the Hand Hill 
$0 the first hy stack we saw we helped ourselves to all the hay we could 
fet onto our wagons, which wasn't very much; but enough for m couple 
of days and nights. That night we eamped at a ranch (McKee's, I think), 
A poor feliow had to move out beeause he lost all his feed in that fire 
The third night we camped in the Hand Hills in the bush, It got so 
dusky we lost the road and couldn't go any farther. While we were 
‘making camp a man came out of the bush with a shotgun end made os 
stick cur arms up, but nobody oould speak English so i wes, kmpossibe 
to explain our presence. However, one fellow noticed our difficulty and 
ssked if we could speak German. He was one of the Brady hoys. The 
house was only a short distance away. We became friends right there. 
We had no water, so he took us slong and showed us their spring and 
the road out, He also invited us to stop by on our way back 

















The next morning the weather did not look very good. We reached 
the Hand Hills in the aftemoon of the fourth day. Then we had 10 
split up. We had to go north while the Moench’s went east to locate 
ur separate homesteads, We intended to unload our machinery and hit 
beck that night. We soon saw that our land was burnt off but Moench’s 
wasn't. A strong north wind was blowing and it started to snow. Now 
If anybody ever drove across the prairie with big load you will know 
how fast you can go, not much over two miles an hour. Alter we had 
gone a couple of miles it began snowing harder s0 we figured we had 
Detter head east to meet up with the Moench’s and find some shelt 
fs we had the tent and stove an our wagon. In the meentime, Mosnch's 
were heading northeast. They saw us coming but never stopped to wait 
for us. We did not like the idee but we kept following them. ‘They 
Aisappeared over a hill, By now Ie was really blizzerding, and we sure 
wished we could make better time, Here the grass was taller and. we 


ct 




































oul follow their tracks, but we were certainly curious as to where 
Mee Moench was heading, We soon found out, when we reached the 
full where they had diseppeneed. Just a few hundred yards away were 
rime buildings ‘That was the W. B. Lindsay ranch. Mr. Moench had 
Steady inquired if_we could stay there and we could get our horses 
ns stables, but there was no room in his house for us, so we stayed 
in the tent. We gathered some old rails end kept the stove going all 
ight The next day towards noon the storm Tet up some, so we unloaded 
Gur loads all in one pile and started back to the Hand Hills where the 
fhan with the shotgun lived, We stayed for two or three days waiting 
Tor the river to freze ard enough for us to cross. By then the weather 
fhad warmed up so we started back We got to the river early in the 
forenoon. ‘The ice wasn't more than one inch thick but we had to do 
fomething to et across I I didn’t carry we would have to break it up 
tnd then drive through, First, we spread some sind so we could lead 
Shore on it and test it, Tt did a lot of eracking but it was tough and 
Gide break. We carted more send all the way across, then led the 
horses over one by one, and finally pushed the wagons over by hand. 
‘There were five of us (Sam Teske, Chris Teske’s dad had come looking 
for land for his son, but due t0 the snowstorm had had no luck.) Well, 
we had spent most of the day at the river and by the time we had 
Crerytbing across, the water was running on top of the ce, When we 
Got to the top of the river banks it was sunset and we had some twenty 
Iniles to-go to our homes, but {¢ was a nice evening and we made it 











“There was hardly any siow at Mayion, so we finished our harvesting 
but no further attempt wes made to go to the homestesd until spring 
‘The Moench’s got an earlier start to come out and build a shack, Due 
to sickness we ‘were unable to. come until about ten days later. Louts 
Zimbrick was with vs. We had wo wagon loads and there were two 
fother_men with us who had filed on a homestead (unseen) sround 
Morrin. (After they saw i they went beck and took the lumber with 
them.) We had crosed the river, We had to stop for one dey until 
the blizzard was over, but this time it didn't snow at the Hand Hills 
We put up our shack as quickly as we could and started back We made 
the trip back in one day, The days were long and the weather was nice 





When we got home the Moench's were ready to move. They stopped 
at our place overnight. ‘The next morning they started thelr trip which 
‘would take four or five days as the cows and calves could not make 
very many miles in one day. Everyone exchanged “good-byes” and “good 
Jucks"—for them to go and us t0 come, ‘Then bad weather set in and 
It rained almost every day for threo weeks and we couldn't get away. 
However, when it quit, it stayed nice and we started, We had one cover 
wagon for the children as one was about a month old. We got to our 
homestead about the first of June 





The fit thing to do was get started on some buildings, and dig a 
well, Money was staree and it was far to haul material so it was decided 
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to build with mud and stones and sod. 1 was a long, hard job but cheap. 
Some of those buildings are still in use. We also had to bresk up some 
land so we could put a little crop in the next spring. It was a dry summer 
and we couldn’t get much bresking done that Hist yeer with all the 
work on the buildings, Sometimes, the mosquitoes were so bed it was 
Impossible to work, so smudges had to be kept going all the time, The 
stock had to be herded as there were no fences, and we hid no grass 

ie to the fire the previous year, but we put up some hay on some 
Jand a litle south of us. The Moenchs were more fortunate as thelr grass 
had not been burned. By the time winter eame, we had our buildings 
up and feed ready so we had our own home once more, However, ther 
was still « long struggle ahead, as it took money everyway and none 
to be made; but those people had more courage and falth then can be 
imagined. 

















Mocnch’s homestead was on the northeast quarter of section two, 
township thirty, range siteen, west of the fourth—the Galster’s had the 
southwest quarter of section sixteen, thirty, sixteen, four and Zimbrick 
was on the southeast quarter of fifteen in the same township. ‘There 
were not very many people came out that year (1909) but in 1910 « lot 
of settlers eame. By that time there were more roads 


(Bitor’s Note: Mr. Galster included ¢ lot of valuable information 
sbout the Hand Hills Store, the first blacksmith, Mr. Jack Greur, FB. 
Randall, the first veterinarian, Dr. Lawson, and Mr. McDonald, he 
carpenter, and the first Lutheran minister, Rev. Paul F, Kochneke. To 
avoid repetition these heve been included elsewhere in the book) Mr 
Mason, « grandfather of some of the Masons still around, opened up the 
first coal mine on his ranch about three miles north west of the Hand 
Hills Store, The Marshall Brothers: Jobn, Dan and Joe were the miners 
‘Ten wheelbarrows full was considered @ ton, Later it was operated 
Dan Chump. The Brady Brothers who had homesteads up in’ the Hand 
Hills were horse ranchers and they cut a lot of timber on their land, 
fand supplied the homesteaders with thousands of willow posts and_poplar 
rails. So even though their land could not be farmed snd didn't have 
much grass it still paid, as horses sometimes reached the price of two 
hundred fifty © dhree hundred fifty each, 














Mas, Stephen Moench was @ nurse and many sick people in those 
carly days depended upon her help and had great coniidence in her 
for many years. She set many broken bones, eared Tor expectant mothers 
and other sick people until she could not go any mote on account of her 
‘own health, 





J.C. Trenamen was the Law atound the Hand Hills as he had been 
appointed Justice of the Peace. He was also fire warden. He hed a 
little buckskin pony and whenever a fire broke out Mr. ‘Trenamen rode 
this pony from place to place ealling men t0 fight fre end there could 
bbe no excuses unless you were sick, He had no. saddle or bridle but 
would go riding as fast as the pony could run. 
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Mr, Venus had the first steam threshing outlit that 1 recall. He 
threshad all the crops around in 1911, He never refused anyone, and 
tlthough the jobs were small it was efter New Year's that winter 
belore he finished up. ‘The Peterson Brothers ran the outfit, Anthony 
fan the engine and Soren was the separator man. Harry Stevenson had 
A ltle feed grinder driven with two horses and he used to grind wheat 
fo fine some people baked bread with it and used it for breakiast cereal 


T married Molly Moench in 1920 and we moved to my farm on 
the south-east quarter of section eight, township thirty, range sixteen, 
west of the fourth, Through the years we managed to establish and 
Tnaintain a modem set of farm buildings. We plented a grove of trees 
Ind raised «large garden annwally, While the family attended the local 
chool, I served for many years on the school board, telephone company, 
Toad maintenance crews end was one of the instigators of the “Snow- 
Plow Club’, 

All of our family are now married, Our son, Reinhard, is on the 
farm. Loura (Mrs. Alfred "Thumblert) lives at Castor and has four 
children: Caroline, Ronnie, Leslie and Jean. Lydia married Dick Stensland 
of Byemoor and they live In Hanna. They have two children; Gregory 
find Timmy. Eva married Harold Riis of Hanna, Marlene married Albert 

and of Spondin and they make their home in Calgary with their 
twa daughters; Terry and Debbie. Elenora (Mis. Mike Lucas) of Calgary 
thas one son, Jim. 

















I, Reinhard Galste, married Eve Sorenson of Endiang in August 
1957." At this time my parents moved to Hanna and we took over the 
farm, In the ten years we have lived on my dad’s farm we had eight 
prosperous yeers and two real bad winters, We have made some improve: 
ments in our ome such as; running water, automatic heat and some 
redecorating. We have two children: Barry—age five, and Arlene—seven, 
months 


‘TRE COMPENSATION 
Gonrrrew ny Mn, Peren Gatsrien ror Tae Ouorawer’s Banus 
nine me Craieatyie anowr 1952.) 


(Over fifty-seven years gone by 

Since first we stood on the Hand Hills high, 
Looking at the Promised Land 

‘With rich black soil, including sand. 
Althougls we didn’t see milk or honey flow. 

We were almost sure that wheat would grow, 
For over @ thousand miles we came 

Tr sce these parts and file a claim. 
‘The first thing we then hd learned 

That all the trees and grass were burned. 
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"There wasn't even a squeaking sound 
For the badgers then lived under the 
A the gopher 
Only the rocks left sticking out. 





moved on south 





‘Then powerful, fievee and strong 
Old Man ‘Winter came along 
He covered everything with fee end snow 
And sent the mercury way below 
‘Till on in March it was getting late 
“The Old Sun strong spoke up and said, 
Mis. Winter, don't you know 
It’s high time for you to go? 
For I've got lots of work todo, 
ve got to make these prairies new. 





“Then how that Iitle green grass grew 
And lois of pretty flowers, too. 
As time was getting on in spring 
Folks, you should have heard those wild birds sing! 
“Then everything was looking nice 
Almost like a paradise: 
“The streams were running bright and clear, 
terfer 








For there was nothing to 
‘As onward towards the sea they'd flow 
Sometimes fast and sometimes slow. 


There was nothing to break the wind 
Not even a litte tree to bend. 
There was no shade then anywhere 
(On this praitie green and fa, 

The eayotes didn't have to run 
And birds flew at low altitude, 
For the men that had a gun 





Didn't really care 10 shoot 


Many @ man then came west 
To try to do his level est; 

‘To ull the soll and build » home, 
‘Where the bulfalocs used to roam 

Work real hard or 
‘Was their only consola 

None complained when flat the purse, 
For they knew it could be worse 
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Margarine had no value then 
Nor did oll or ges, 
All we needed was ‘elhow grease’ 
And plenty of native grass, 
‘When things were tough and times were bad 
Somebody slapped you on the back and said, 
“Keep going, Brother, have good cheer! 
Someday you will be a pionoer!” 








‘The Peter Galt family: Laura, Elnora, Lyd, Mrs. Gl 


Hardy ond Bea 





Martone, Me. Galiter, 


MR. AND MRS. EDWARD MOENCH, SR. 


Ed Moench was born in Degrim, Russia, in 1903, the youngest son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Moench, Sr 





While ® young men, Ed injured his arm apd went to Calgary t 
have the bone seraped, During the course of his stay there, some mutual 
friends introduced him r Katherine Luft (who had been born in Saratov 
Rassia). Katie's parents lived in Calgary where her father was a railroad 
man until his retirement to a farm at Elkton; ultimately setuming to 
Calgary. Her brothers operated the general store and post office in this 
small community; Inter they setled at Didsbury 





Ed and Katie kept company for about @ year and in January, 1925, 
they were married in the Morevian Church i Calgary. They came to 
live on Bad's homestead which was directly north of his father’s farm: 
stead, There in « small frame home the family spent their frst years 

In 1941 Ea’'s mother died and his father became very ill ond hed 
be hospitalized in Calgary, Following his relesse from hospital he 
de his home with his son, Wendelen, He invited Ed and Katie to 
move into his home with thelr family and this was accomplished about 
1942, 

Mr. Some Peterson then bought Ed's house and moved it to his 
farmstead where he added it to his own. It served the Peterson's until 
they moved to Hanna, In 1959 Ed's son, Harold, bought the house 
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including the extension. ‘The “homesick” house was finally moved home 
where ft now stands proudly displaying a brand new thied extension, 

‘They moved to Calgary in 1954 and reside at 2807 - Ist Street S.E 
Ed has worked for MacCosham's, in service stations, and also Ina 
warehouse storage depot. 








"Their family consists of the following members: VELVA, (Mrs, Stan 
Medd), Calgary: her children are: Gloria, Amold and Ronald Bish 
and Larry, Valerie and Bryce Medd. EDNA, (Mes, Art Hanke), Calgary: 
her childven_ are: Beverly, Terry, Lyle and Brenda Culling and Arthur 
Hanke, MILDRED, (Mrs, Ken Ward), Calgary; her children are: Lloyd 
and Judy. EDITH, Edmonton, is engaged in. merchandising having spe 
lalized in inventories, G. KENNETH, Delia and HAROLD, Craigmyl. 


MR. AND MRS, KEN MOENCH AND 
MR. AND MRS. HAROLD MOENCH 
ny Kay Morven 

Ken, eldest son of Ed end Ketie Moench, was raised on the original 
Stephen Moench homestead and attended Elmer School. He begen farm- 
{ng about 1951 oF 1952, and took over one-quarter of the farm about 1954, 
He went to work in the oilfields in Saskatchewan with Ed Faechner and 
Gay Siewert for a couple of years. He then continued to farm, and one 
simmer worked for Ere Blore 





In 1959, the Call of the Wilds came, and he went selamograph drilling, 
‘more commonly known a8 “Doodlebugging”, This time he found himself 
tout one hundred forty miles east of Dawson City, Yukon Territory 
‘The terrain was muskeg end due to the difficult task of moving around, 
the heavy equipment was left at the point of drilling and some of the 
‘men went to work and back to camp by helicopter. You have heard about 
living “up a eraoked litle road in a crooked litle house”—well, they lived 
in ‘em end this condition was caused by the permafrost and! muskeg 

He began farming @ hell-setion of the late Tom Broadbent, of 
Dali, in 1960, and went to Fort Nelson, B.C. for the winter. That summer 
he had met Katherine Bish, of Tacoma, Weshingwon, USA. After a 
courtship conduted by Ait, Automobile, Greyhound Lines, ‘Telephone 
fand Air Mail, they were married at Tacoma in 1961, They have wo 
childven, Kerry Elizabeth and Kenneth Edward, 





For a while this was @ “commuting” family. Home base was in 
Galgary where Kay worked for Moore Business Forms, and Ken's scismo- 
raph work took him to various parts of Alberta. and British Columbia 
fs well as farming in the Hand Hills, In the spring of 1964, the William 
Shandera house was rented and currently a farmstead is being established 

the Broadbent acreage. He has been operating the plow for the South 
igmyle Snowplow Association since 1965, and a trucking business, 
Harold, younger son of Ed and Katie Moench, boasts thet he was 
‘Dorn in the hospital (1) at Craigmyle—a rare bird 
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He began farming at an early age slong with his brother, Ken. Then 
about 1949 a new Commonwealth off rig moved onto Grandad Moench’s 
Teed to dill its fist hole. He went to Seskarchewan with I¢ and covered 
fs goodly portion of the province. 

[After that he and Ken pooled their resources, strength and equipment 
to form together and operated Moench Brothers trucking. business until 
Spout 1955, During 1956-57 he operated the plow for the South Craigmyle 
Snoveplow Association. 

He purchased @ new truck in 1960 and engaged in general trucking 
and graveliing until 1963. That year he moved bis family into the afore 
and foned “homesick” house. He purchased the Raessler homestead in 
166 

He married Joyce Crowle, of Hanna, in 1955 and their children ar: 
Murray, JoAnne, Sandra, Steven, Patricia, Susan, James and Gordon, 


edward Moench faily~Back row: Eth Mildred, Edna and Vel 
sai "Ned" Elewad’ Macnch and ‘Kenneth, 


‘THE LOUIE ZIMBRICK STORY 


(as taxin rxost rie CJ.DY, tare oF Prowssn Tans ay Brut Dowsow 
‘witctt 1s OWNED nY Rot Ewaaes, Hawsh AND WAS WRITTEN 
ows ar Vio Moser.) 


Loule Zimbrick came from North Dakota in 1907, slong with Mr 
Bembard Galster (Peter Galster’s father). Also accompenying them sas 
Stephen Moench, Sr. and his son Wendelen. They tavelled through 
Moose Jaw, on to Calgery and then 10 Olds, where he got a job in a 
Iivery barn working for @ croak, One day he got a job driving two drunks 
thiry miles west of Olds. Tt took two days for the team to bring Louie 
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beck to Olds. When he came to he was back at Olds in the livery barn 
‘Thanks to the horses, 

In the fll they loaded their belongings and headed for the homestead 
south of Crnigmyle. They stayed overnight at the river under a hay: 
In the morning he loaded the hay and started on the joumey again 
‘Through lots of snow they landed at the MeKee's where they slept in 
the bam overnight. The only thing that kept him from Treezing was the 
pipe he was smoking. ‘The next night they spent at the Carter’ north of 
Delia. In the morning, Louie led the way in the snow, with the team 
following, to the next ferm where they filled up with bread and tea. The 
following evening found them at the homestead, ‘The house and barn 
were made of sod and when the sum shone they opened the door to 
let in the warmth and let out the cold 

















‘They hauled posts and boards, tarpaper and one window from 
Stettler, He bought beef from Bill Lindsay at four end hall cents a 
pound which they kept hanging in the house. When they wanted some 
bef for a meal they had to chop it off with the axe, It was fracen stl. 
‘They made biseuits from flour, baking soda and water. Jem could be 
bought for twenty-five cents a can at Congton’s store. ‘The beds were 
‘made from lots of straw and horse blankets, Land was worked with 
horses and e hand plow, and about half an acre e day was all that could 
be broken, But the saddest part ofall was that there averaged only three 
Birls 10 every fifteen bachelors 














Louie married Peuline Fano and they had three daughters: Mrs 
Annie Schafer, of Hanna, hd two children, Shirley, « nurse, and Norman 
an RCMP, officer in Vancouver. He is married to a teacher. Katie 
lives ia Golden, B.C, and Emme lives in Toronto, His daughters were 
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fine singers and were always special features of the Lutheran Church 
Christmas program, 

Loule quit farming in 1946 end moved to Hanna where he lived 
in a small house on Annie Schafer’s lot. Later he moved to the Senior 
Chtsen's Lodge where he enjoyed reminiscing with old friends until his 
death in 1964, 


‘THE WENDELEN MOENCH’S 
ay Luntz Monsen 
Mr. Wendelen Moench came with his parents, Stephen and Jecobina 
Moench, 10 the Olds, Alberta, district in 1907, at the age of twenty-one 
Jens, There he worked for a rancher for two years and then with his 
Jarents eame to the Craigmyle district in 1908, where they fled on 
homesteads. 








Bill, as he was known to the community, then set to work building 
‘a home’ on his land, Working with his parents they built houses, one 
fn hie father’s land and one on his, Bi’S house consisted of two rooms 
built of mud, straw, and rocks, with a wooden roof. The walls were 
bout two fect thick and the windows were set in leaving a shelf on the 
se, There were also two rooms upstairs under the hip roof and those 
vrally were finished with laths and plastered with mud. Tn the year 
uring which he built his home he also worked on the railroad. Working 
inden Harry Shoults, he, with Louie Zimbrick and others helped to lay 
the rails from Hanna to Craigmyle 








During this time he also met his future wife, Wilhelmina Engle, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs, John Engle of the Sunnynook district. They 
‘rere married in the early. part of 1910 and went (0 live on the home 
Mead. Then. working together with his parents, they built « borse barn, 
Tig berm, both of mud, also added « wooden addition, to the mad hows. 
‘AMT the lumber for these buildings hod to be havled with horse and 
‘wagon from Stettler and then from Munson, 


While living in this old house nine of their twelve children were 
born, In 1028 the Moench’ had a large thirteen room house built, working 
‘with the carpenters, Seotty Murdock and Tom McKee. ‘This is where the 
Test divee of their family were born, ‘The femily then consisted of namely 
Sophie, Stephen, Jacobina, John, Dorothy, Amelia, Wilhelmins, Louis, 
‘Wendelen Fred, Margaret, Mary and Else 





Me. and Mrs, Moench wero very active in community affairs and 
were always ready to lend a helping hand. Bill also helped to build the 
Hist Lutheran church in the community and later on the new one which 
stands. They were very staunch supporters of their church and very 
faithful members. 





In the fall of 1929 Mr. Moench had the misfortune to fall from = 
ladder and breek his leg while trying to put a storm window on a 
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second story window. Needless to say, that window has never been put 
‘up and stil sits in the basement. A leg broken in three places takes a 
long time to mend end finally in the fall of 1930, still on crutches, he 
Ialped truck grain to town, 


In 1941, sadness struck the Moench family in the less of their son, 
Wendelen Fred. Freddie, as he was known, was hurt when the horse he 
was riding lost its balance, and his head received a tertfie blow when 
he hit the ground. After endless days of agony Freddle passed away in 
the Hanna hospital at the age of fiteen years. The doctor had said It 
was a blessing that he died, because he feared his brain had received 
permanent damage 





In 1952, wragedy struck again when Mrs, Moench suffered hea 
attack at her home. Too ill to be moved Bill aquired the services of « 
special nurse, Mrs. J. Phillips, of Cralgmyle, to look after his wie. After 
two weeks of illness, Mrs. Moench passed away at her home on April 24 








In August 1953 all alone in the family home, only his son John and 
family living on the farm, Me. Moench was married to Mrs. Maria Kelm 
‘of Hanna, In October of that same year he held a farm sale and retired 
with his wife to Hanna, 


Ater residing in Hanna for five years he became ill end was taken 
to the hospital, fist in Hanne and then in Calgary to have an operation, 
‘On September 28, 1958, the day of his seventy-sccond birthday he suffered 
fatal heart attack in the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary. 


“Three years later the second Mrs. Moench remarried, and is now 
Mrs, Win, Walker of Medicine Hat 





‘The résumé of the rest of the Moench family is as follows: 
Sophie married to Dave Kerg of Craigmyle passed away in July 
1963, and they had four children, Irene, George, Herb and Betty Lou 
Stephen who passed away in February 1960 left his wife, Elsi, 
and three children: Norreen, Janice and Valerie at Craigmyle 





Mr, and Mrs. Henry Karg (Jacobina) have one son, Leslie, and live at 
Craigmyle, 





John, with his wife, Lille, live on the home farm and they have two. 
daughters, Myrtle and Marilyn 


Dorothy, with husbend Herman Rohe, lives at Red Deer and they 
have two children, Fred and June 


Amelia (Molly) with her husband, Lome Brook, lives at Craigmyle, 


Withelmina, (Minnie) is married to Tan Smyth of Craigmyle and 
ve two children, Marlene and Celia 





Louise oF Lucy a she was known passed away in Red Deer in May, 
1967. She was predeceased by her husband John Lente and they leave 
fone son, Ronald, at Red Deer 
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Margaret and her husband, Fred Ferwell, and family, Judy, Rusel 
and Diane, live at Calgary 


Mary with hee husband, Jack Biskhetm, and family, Barbara and 
Brian, live at Michichi. 


Elsie is marvied to Heeb Radke and they, with family Lyall, ‘Theresa 
and Lane, live at Munson, 


Alter weathering. 





storms the original buildings on the home 


stead still stand. The mud ones though now reinforoed with concrete stand 
solid, a salute to the early setters, who with sweat and toil lald w firm 
foundation, because they came to stay. 





Front rows Mrs. Moonch, Margaret, Ele, Mary ond Mr. Moench 
Insors: Dorothy and Fred 


MR. AND MRS, STEPHEN MOENCH, JR. 

Stephen, the eldest son of the Wendelen Moench's, was born in 
1913, In 1935 he married Elsie Yesman fom the Dalkeith district and 
4 new farmstead began to grow on the section south of Flet's. An imposing 
hhouse was moved in from Youngstown where the “dirty thirties” had 
taken @ heavy toll, leaving abandoned farmsteads in thelr wake. 





Steve end Elsie had three daughters: Noreen, Mis. Claude Lapointe, 
now lives at Kitchener, Ontario. The Lapointes have three children, 
Deborah, Judy and Stephen; Janice, Mrs, Andrus, lives at Red Deer and 
hhas one son, Brian; Valerie is at home. 








‘The last yoars of Stephen's life were plagued by illness and a great 
eal of time was spent in the Baker Sanitorium. He passed away in 
February of 1960. In July of 1961, Elsie and Valerie moved to Hanna 
Where Elsie took in young high school students to board. Elsie marred 
John Holderness of Botha in August of 1962 and they stil reside there 





The Stephen Moench farm was purchased by Orval Flett and rather 
than let the buildings deteriorate he moved or dismantled them, On 
1 small pile of debris remains of the big bam which blew down one 
hight in a cyclonic gale, end each spring lonely lilac tree bursts into 
bloom on the garden site wafting Its sweet perfume into the silent coulee 
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MR. AND MRS, JOHN MOENCH 
fay Laue Mosca 


John Moench is the fourth eldest child of a family of nine girls and 
three boys bor to the late Wendelen and Wilhelmina Moench of Craig 
myle. He was bar at the family home just « few miles north of Hand 
Hills Lake on December 27, 116. 


He attended school at Elmer and many are the stories he tells of 
their escapades at school. I will only relate one of the milder ones, in 
Wwhich the boys hollowed out the centre of Mr. Thumbler’s straw stacks 
land used it for # hideout whenever they ad the urge to play hockey 
daring school hours, Even though no big yellow buses were seen in those 
ays, the horse and buggy provided ample transportation to and from 
school 








But school days were soon over for John, as in those days very few 
young lads attended school after reaching the age of filteen. They were 
Kept at home to help with the farm work or were hired out 10 neighbours 
who needed hielp. John often remarks that the last year of school was 
the best, not because it was the last, but because he had finally found 
a teacher he could communicate with in Mrs. Wallace. He says he 
Jeamned more in that last year than he had learned in all the previous ones. 





—. 


Cnty ple wading in the Hand il, Novena 51999. Herman and Dorethy 


Rewteen"snd ily Moench and Larne and Nally Brooks 
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I Imagine there are many Incidents in his growing up years he'll 
never forget. His daily trips with milk to Grempa and Grandma Steven, 
Moench’s and the litle rewards he received. Another great highlight was 
when the Grandparents Engel would come and Grampa Engel would 
teach him the ert of blacksmithing 





Tm sure many of his friends remember the horseback vides, sleigh 
rides, Trail Rangers, the threshing crews, and even the Sunday rodeos 
when thele parents were away visiting 


On November 5, 1939, John was married to Lillie Kelm at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Chureh, Hand Hills, The other members of his family joined 
fat the same ceremony were his two sisters, Dorothy to Herman Rohe of 
Pincher Creek and Mollie to Lome Brook of Cralgmyle. {believe this is 
the only triple wedding over to take place at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
Hand Hil, 


Ater his marriage, John with bis bride, had planned to move to what 
saost people will know as the old MeCrea place on which the new Elmer 
‘choo! now stands, Their plans were suddenly chenged when his younger 
brother, Fred, was Killed in a freak accident with a saddle horse and they 
remained on the home farm with his father. 


Tn 1941, on Rebruary 23, « daughter Myrtle Wanda was born 10 
John and Lillie and nine years later, on July 6, 1950, they had another 
‘daughter, Marilyn Tes, 











After taking one year of university thelr elder daughter, Myrtle 
started teaching school at the age of seventeen. Although she has een 
Mrs. George Pruden for the last four years, she is stil teaching in their 
hhome town of St. Albert and through taking summer school and night 
sehool courses has in 1967 completed her third year university. 


‘Their younger daughter Marlyn is this year taking Grade twelve 
at the Hanna High School and her hopes for the future are t0 be a 
Registered Nurse and possibly obtain her BSe. tn nursing 


1964 was another memorial year for John and Lille in which they, 
With the other two couples ‘were honored with a triple twenty-fifth 
anniversary celebration at the home of thelr sister, the late Mrs. Lucy 
Lentz of Red Dect, 





Joho, Lillie and Marilyn are still living om the home farm and 
although’ plans are boing made for the future, 'm sure they'll never 
forget the Hand Hills community wherever they’ may be. 


MR. AND MRS, CHRISTIAN TESKE. 
(4s rou to Prtruzis MeDowaz ay Sune Take avo Prren Gatsres) 
Mr. Teske's father, who lived in the Mayton district, come out to 
the Hand Hills with Bermbaed Galster looking for land, About 1910 
Mr. Chris Teske came out and purchased a half section of Alricen script 
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which he got very reasonable (Mr. Galster believes it sold for dollar 
tn acre), then he elso homesteaded and took out a pre-emption, giving 
him another half. Me, Teske had other members of his family, living 
nearby; # brother Jake, a bachelor who died in the time of the "Bu and 
three sisters: Mrs. Chis Sauer, Mrs. Ferdinand Gnete and Mrs. Sitmon 
Gactz who lived near Michichi (Chris Sauer bad purchased a homestead 
fom the property marked by the Albright hill.) 


Mr, ‘Teske marricd Dora Moench in 1914, their first home being 
the Kary place. A few years later he purchased the original Tom Gost 
half and Dick Black's quarter from Black and began the establishment 
Of his fine farmstead, He was @ very versitile man, numbering among bis 
Shils those of eerpentry, blacksmithing, welding and possessing a special 
fait for invention. He built himself an clevating granary the only man in 
the Hills to own one, 


He was one of the mejor carpenters who directed the building of 
the Baptist Church and for several years was chairman of the Elmer 
School Board. 


Chris and Dora Teske's children are as follows: FRIEDA, (Mrs 
Emmanuel Bender), makes her home in Vancouver. ‘Their children are 
Ince, (Mrs, Skaley) whose family consists of Dwayne, Debbie and Doyle; 
Stantey Is mazried In Vancouver and has one son; Diane, (Mrs. Merriam) 
Tives in Kimberly, with her two sons. A daughter, LYDIA; passed away 
In childhood while they resided in the Hand Fills, ESTHER, (Mrs, 
Elmer Borden). lives in Seattle. SAM of Dalroy, marsied Annis Dackau. 
‘They have three daughters Norene, Lori and Beverly. Sam’s farm is the 
site of the annual machinery auction sale which attracts buyers from all 
Sher the Big Country. RICHARD, of rural Celgary trained as an au 








in. 1917. Mr, and Mrz, Leonard Moonch and 
Ttschvin feske and Rrode, Mis. Prod Berisch, 


“Taken atthe fiat Hand Hills Stomp: 
Mali hance Bosch, "and 
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tioncer and is at present connected with Johnny Shields. Dick married 
Phyllis Wade. 

Mr. ‘Teske left the Hand Hills in 1945 for Calgary where he continued 
actively helping the boys with their farming operations until his death 
In 1965. Mis. Teske has continued to reside in her own. home in Calgary 
but at the present time is convalescing following major surgery. 


MR. AND MRS, DAVID THUMLERT 
‘ay Ateau Truster (Dave's wertew) 





David Thunlert was one of four brothers who immigrated to Alberts 
from North Dakota in. 1905, He settled northeast of Castor where he 
took up a homestead. Later that same year he was married to Justina 
Heuer (pronounced Hier) who in 1910 was killed by lightning 

David Thumlert then sold his homestead to his brother Conrad, 
and ook up a. pre-emption at Spondin. In 1913 he was married to 
Sophia Moench end in 1910 they adopted a daughter, Ella Kora. Ella 
married a Mr. John (or Jake) Paver of Hanna in 1990. ‘Their where 
abouts is unknown, 





In 1921, David sold his farm at Spondin and bought a farm in the 
Hand Hills, from Jack Bell, They moved to the Hand Hills that some 
year and farmed there until 1939, when they retired and moved to 
Calgary. 





‘Mrs, ‘Thumlert pasted away in 1952, Mr. Thumlert then marti 
Mrs, Pennich of Calgary, who stll resides there, In August, 1959, Mr. 
David ‘Thurmlert pased away 

Alfred Thumlert exme to the Hand Hills in the spring of 1939. In 
1940 he mertied Laura Galster and they had two children while they were 
still in the Hand Hills area. They moved to Castor in 1946, where they 
stil reside 

‘They now have four children, wo boys and two girls. Their oldest 
child is now twenty-sic and the youngest Is filteen years of age. One son, 
Ronnie is residing in Winnipeg and one daughter, Caroline in Calgary 
‘The other two, Leslie and Jean, are now attending High School 


MR. AND MRS. DAVE KARG, JR. 


“Dave end Sophie” made thelr first home in the Alpha district, just 
west and south of the school. One morning in 1931, while they were 
having breakfast, they discovered the house was on fire. The baby, Irene, 
was placed in the coal bin during the excitement of the fire. Mr. Gus 
einer, passing on the road, came to thelr assistance by helping to 
remove the Turniture. The hovse, however, was razed to. the ground. 
Tn 1982, they moved t0 the Martin Anderson homestead in the Elmer 
District where they remained until °36 when they took up permanent 
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residence on the Ches Shou 
the John Kary's 


é land which had recently boen vacated by 





Down through the years @ parade of teachers marched through thelr 
home, seattering the confetti of books, exam papers and superiluous 
knowledge; and brightening table conversations with anccdotes or school 
“shop talk. Some of these included: John and Sadie Finlay, Sue Hunger: 
Dubler, Olive MeKellar, Ruth Deans, Edith Reavley, Dorothy Humans, 
Myra Honter and Mrs. Phibbs, 














Minor accidents often marred thei lives, such ae the time George fell 
fon the sharp end of a curtain rod, A strip was ripped from the pelate of 
his mouth which required resttching seversl times to replace it The most 
serious accident however, occurred when Irene ‘ell from a buggy. when 
returning from school and suffered « major head injury which demobilized 
her for several months, Due to the efforts of her teacher, Miss Mary 
Hickey, who took Irene as her teacherage companion the following year 
at Rocky Hill, Irene’ education suflered no laps. 








Sophie, a splendid cook, was also a tireless community worker and 
her culinary ability was often displayed at neighbourhood wedding. re 
ceptions, Stampede booths, showers, ete, ‘Though sickness dogged her 
declining years, her cheerfl spirit was an ingpiration to all who visited 
her, and her demise in 1963 vas « loss felt by all the community 





‘Their family oll make their homes in Alberta, although Herb spent 
a couple of years in Cody, Wyoming. Herb, his wile, Nettie (Mackenzie) 
‘ane daughter Sheryl and two sons David and Dale live in Calgary. Betty 
Lou (Mrs. John Feeney) one son, Richard, and one daughter, Coll 








Me. and Mes. David arg, Je, and their family, Betty Lou, Irene, Herbert and 
Soorve 
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live in Calgary. George and Viola (Sieppert) and their family of two 
ails and three boys (Darrel, Brenda, Bradley, Barry and Shelley) live 
{nr Hanna, while Irene (Mrs. Merle Morton) two daughters Deborah and 
Roylene, and one son, Blake, live in the Hand Hil 


HERBERT RADKE married Elsie Moench in 1953. For one year 
they lived on Albert Siewert’, then in the spring of 1954 they moved 
to the Bill Lindsey ferm where they made their home wntil November 
Of 1955, Herb went into the grain buying business and since 1960 has 
Tived im Munson where he operates the Alberta Pacific Elevator. They 
hhave three children: Lyall, ‘Theresa and Lane, The Lindsay holdings 
were farmed by Emil Radke from 1956 to 1964 when they were pur 
chased by Guy Slewert 








MR. AND MRS, KINGSLEY MORTON 
ny Kinostey Morrow 
My father, Arthur Wellesley Morton, was teaching school at, Kess 
wick, Ontario, when T was bor in 1891-~a twin, a fact that T did not 
Find out until T'was a grown man. 





Tn 1896 my dad moved to Rat Portage and started working on the 
CPR This js where T flrst began to remember things that happened 
fand my mother's love and kindness stand out as two great things of 
my life, not realizing then that she was Ill or that I was going to lose her. 
When T was sh, my dad took my mother home to her folks and we were 
only there a short time when she passed away. My brother, Louis, and 
T'went to live with my dad's parents end Lawrence, the beby, stayed 
with mother’s parents 





My grandfather moved around a great deal for we lived in three 
diferent places in Toronto, Then we moved to Bartie where 1 started 
School. This was a beautiful place 10 live, beside Leke Simcoe, which bad 
nice beaches to swim at but got us boys into lots of trouble. Nonetheless, 
Barrie is a very pleasant memory. Next we moved to Ninnesing about 
nine miles avvay, where we walked three miles to school. Well, to be 
truthful, 1 did not take to school so got into quite @ few scrapes and had 
‘numerous streppings which hort at the thme, but T guess they did some 
food, as T sil remember them after seventy years 


In 1900, my father was remarried to Martha Knight in Medicine 
Hat. This wedding changed « lot of things for my brother and 1, for 
my dad came east and brought us to Calgary in February that year, 
where he now worked as fireman on routes to Macleod, Medicine Hat and 
Tater to Edmonton. T went to school to the old Publie School and later 
to Westers Canada. College on Seventeenth Avenue. T quit school and 
went 10 work as a baker's helper, a wade I never forgot, as T taught 
ty older daughters to make bread when their mother was hospitalized. 
Next I wdrked in the CPR. tinshop and gained a lot of knowledge that 
helped me later on the homestead 
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In 1906, I went to Vietoria and worked on various boats for two 
years, among them were the: Iroquois, a mail end freight packet. This 
boat ran aground and sank but no one was hurt; a passenger boat 
berween Vancouver and Vieworia; « government light house tender, the 
classy job that only’ worked eight hours daily; a tugboat, 

Daisy; and a CPR. freighter called the “Teos”. This last was ship that 
freight up the west coast of Vancouver Island and brought whale 

fil and guano back. One wip T remember well. We loaded one thousand 
‘one hundred barrels of whale oll and about the same number of guanc 
se hundred pound sacks, At that time, I was head winchman and 

hhad to work thirty-six hours straight through. Believe me, was T ever 
liredl During this period I saw lots of whales thirty or forty feet long 
boeing processed; saw islands covered with sea Ions and seals as well as 
many ‘strange end interesting shipwrecks, For awhile I worked on 
dairy farm at Saanich for an Englishman named Lawrence. About this time 
T decided T had been away long enough so decided to go back to Calgary 


On November the third of 1909, Bill Raby and I left Calgary for 
the homesteads we hed filed on in the Hand Hills, The first day was 
tuneventful and we easily made Belscker. ‘The second night we made 
Carbon, Boy! Wes that « busy place. with most of the activity centering 
round the hotel bar, The weather as getting colder a8 we followed 
down the ereck to Pope’s Leese, @ fine cattle ranch, which we had to 
toss to reach the Red Deer River 




















‘There will not be many people left who will remember the hill on 
the south side of the Red Deer River ford at Greentee's Crossing as it 
was in 1909, It wasn’t much of a road—just barely passable. When Bill 
fand Tcame to the top of the hill it sure Tooked steep. We decided to put 
‘rough lock on the wagon wheel, by fastening a long chain to the front 
fxle, running it back to the reer’one and wrapping two or three tums 
farouind the rim soit would get under the wheel and ect as a brake or drag. 
(Our two ponies were just small eayuses about eight hundred pounds a 
piece. Figuring we had everything under control we started down the hil. 
Everything worked fine until the chain on the back wheel came unhooked 
then blooey! Away we went. Our horses, being small and light could 
not hold back our heavy loed. Bill was driving and we were both sitting 
‘on a spring seat on top of the wagon box. We hit a deep cow path that 
fngled across the roed. Hitting this at the speed we were travelling 
hhurled me over the front end of the box where I fell asride the wagon 
pole where I hung on and managed to stay until we reached the bottom. 
At the speed we were travelling this did not take very Tong. ATI T could 
see of Bill was his fect as he was lying in the bottom of the box clinging 
to one rein, the other was dragging on the ground. T managed 10 got 
the other line to Bill and we finally got stopped, Neither of us were 
hhurt bur we were unwilling to have enother thrill lke that 




















By this time the river was frozen over half way across and like @ 
couple of greenhoens we started across, One side was real shallow $0 
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hhad no trouble getting into the river but the north side wes about two 

| feet deep at the edge of the ice. When the wheels of the wagon came up 
fageinst i, there we stopped. We unhooked the horses and got them 
‘up on the bank, and decided the hest thing to do was unload the wagon, 

| carry everything up on the bank, take the wagon apart plees by plece 
and drag i up, to. However, in the distance we could hear the rumble 
‘of a wagon coming, so we waited and it wes Rudolph Shandera who 
fumed out to be my closest neighbour, Rudolph, who had a lerge team 
of oxen, not only pulled us out of the river hut also pulled us co the 
top of the hill toward Monson where we spent the night. 





‘The next moming we started for the Hand Hills which we could 
| see in the distance about twenty-six miles eastward, ‘The trail from 
| Munson to the Hand Hills was terrible, nothing but a wagon track 
| ‘ver the turtle back. These were litle humps that jolted and twisted 

your body sil it seemed all blistered. In fact, it was so rough that many 
| ‘who homesteaded It, left and went elsewhere, But today that rough turtle 

back is the best wheat growing land anywhere end did not really come into 
Its own until we had tractors for power as it was so hard to work. The 
‘going was heavy as it had snowed, so we broke into a deserted shack 
fand spent the night. Boy! Was i cola} No fire and our grub was running 
low. The next night we made the Hand Hills and camped as our team 
was too exhausted to make the hill, We had gone to school with Clyde 
Pillar who had come out to his homestead in the spring of °09, Bill went 
to Clyde's and he came with an extra team to get us up the hill, There 
was practically no roed—just a trail on the apposite side of the coules 
from the present one. ‘Two Beck boys had a shack about half way up 
the hill. (The first odd character we met on the whole trip-was on thie 
hill A man with chin whiskers was coming down, and we asked him 
to give us a pill. He sald, "No, I don’t have the time” The funny thing 
was that we never did see this man again or find out who he wai.) 




















Wall, we finaly come to the Hand Hills Lake and could visualize 
where my homestead was. We went back to Clyde's and stayed for a 
| few days, then went to my place and put up a tent in the south-west 

comer, Inter built a sod shack in the northwest one. I laid poles across 
it and covered it with straw. One moming T awoke and found myself 
covered by e snowbank A blizzard had come up in the night and 
Frank Tadman's oxen driven before the wind, got to my shack, stood 
fon a snow bank and ate a hole In my rool, t decided to walk 0 Bill 
Roby’s. He had a dug-out in the side of the hill, which was completely 
buried except for the smoke pipe. I found a shovel and dug aut his 
oorway. By this time, It was ten o'clock and he was still sleping 
believing fe was still night 











About this time I was discovering who my neighbours were and 
where they eame from, Mr, and Mrs. Beck had 1 large family, and their 
x hhome was quite e gathering place on Sundays, as we all liked a litle 
ue hhome cooking and the girls were quite a drawing card, too, The Anderson 
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oys, Martin, Harry and Anton wore from Calgary. I hadn't known 
the frst two but had seen quite a bit of Anton when he delivered, wood 
for the Claire Mills, ‘The Keay boys, AIf and Jim, were well established 
They had come in with the surveyors and picked their homesteads. They 
hed a very nice shack and sod barn. Jim Was a slow moving man who 


went the same gait all the time and was called “Quick-Step”. I never 
knew who gave him this monicker. Frank Taman came in with « 
bunch of contractors that were building the railroad. He was an English 
rman who wast’t very popular because he was always finding fault end 
id not like women. Nonetheless he was a well-educated man. Quite 
f few ranches were going strong: Les Flet raised horses, Darts, Milles, 
Jack and Mel, the Croviers, E. Emmst, Loweridge’s, Kininmonth’s, Bene 
dlict’s the Gardner Bros, Bedouin, John Maclean and Bill Lindsay were 
fll running cattle at this time, Bill Lindsay was a druggist by ptolession 
The ranchers did not have much use for he homesteaders as they felt we 
were taking away their hay. Nonetheless, the homestenders came in 
1909 and 1910, ‘The Moench, Galsters, Teskes, Sauer Bros, Mr. Gur 

‘Theodore Wasson, who had been a sailor, Ches Shoults, W. Millard, 
E. Gibson, D. Wise, Morse Bros, Wm. Ditchfield, H. Shoults, Shorty 
Murray, jack Edwards, Fred Koller, Rex Homer Thompson Wity, 
Trooper Newman, Sterri, Mark and Day Lenfesty, Jack Inkster, Albert 
Ball, Percy Caldwell, John Lane, Lome Silverthorne, Kessel Bros, Shorty 
MacPherson (who later became a barber in Delia and Drumbeller), 
Fred White, Blanchard, Tom Clarke, George and Tom Morrison, the 
Gilbert Bros, ‘Tom McBeath, Lorne’ McDonald, Harold Nes, Martin 
Martin, T. ‘Thompson, Harry and Frank Byers, Hamish Kelly, Lon 
Tatham, Williand Marriot, Fleury (sho was also a druggist), Mactche 
Bros, Louis Zimbrick and John Rosin, All of these were original setlers. 


























Tn March 1910, © prairie fire came through starting on top of the 
bill across the roed from George Morison and came dow to the Hand 
Hills Lake at the north end, went around the lake when the wind 
changed, swept the fire south ‘on the east side and finally burned itself 
tout ix miles south, Tt was the first time T ever saw that kind of a fire 
tose up. It sure travels fast and is frightening to be in. They used a 
hovel way to put out the side runners. They hed an old cow hide with 
ropes tied to it-and to the saddle horns of two seddle ponies, Someone 
would ride on the hide. ‘This task seemed to fall to Willard Marriott from 
Which some say he got the name of “Fireguerd”. Shortly after this T 
ecumed to Calgary and worked all summer for G. F. and J. Galt 
‘Wholesale Groceries. 

When I retumed in the fall of 1910, I worked for Angus Dart, « 
rancher. I hailed hay all winter, just routine work, One day we had 
quite an exciting trip. Old Mr. Dart deeided to hook up a brone and 
Frelp me haul. This being « new horse he hed purchased he did not 
Know how it would set up, since the horse had only been broken for 
saddle. We soon found out what was the matter with the orse—he 
‘would not hold back going downhill. He would shove his head in behind 
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the neck yoke and away he would go, We loaded, and T being in the 
lead kept an eye on the outlit coming behind, We came to a hill which 
had a sharp left tum ar the botiom. T had gotten down OK. I looked 
back to see how Mr. Dart was making out, and his outfit was running 
away down the hill. Knowing he could not make the turn at that speed [ 
stopped my outfit and went over the back. Sure enough the horses did 
not negotlate the turn and were plunging in deep snow. T managed 0 
set hold of the horses' heads and quicten them, and sized up the situation, 
Believe me it didn't look good. In trying to turn, the load had tipped 
off over the front bob and in tipping had pulled the old man off over 
the front of the rack, When the rack settled it lay across his back and 
hhad him pinned down in the snow. I got the reins to him end told him 
to wrap them around his hands, and pull tight while T tied to lilt the 
Toad from him, Well, I managed to get it high enough for him to crawl 
out, I unhooked his team and we went home, had dinner end came 
back to get his load of hay. While there I wied to lift dae load but could 
rot even budge it. Well, it was all na day's work 








In 1911, Harry Stevenson broke ten acres for me for which I paid 
hhim three dollars an acre. Later Rudolph Shandera broke another ‘ten, 
T worked this down and sowed it to oats with return of a thousand 
bushels. This T traded to Ls Flett for the limber to build a two-roomed 
house sixteen by twenty. 


My wife, Alice Combe, was raised in the town of Almonte, Ontario, 
where her family dwelt in’ huge three storey home which still stands 
today, dwelt in by one of her nephews and his family. She worked in 
the woollen mills there, and was an atdent worker inher church and 
Young People's League. She suffered a serious illness, was hospitalized 
and despite @ long convalescence she continued 10 decline, Her physician 
fadvised her to go west to a diferent climate as a last resort, She was 
sent to her brother, Charles, (the first operator of a street car on the 
streets of Calgary end who later served for many years as the Superin- 
tendent of Street Railways there), As her strength returned she took 
fon governess duties in the city and as such T met her in my father’s 
hhome. Alice and I were married in Munson in August of 1912. There was 
no rallroad to Calgary at that time. Alice had to travel from Calgary 
to Lacombe, then to Stettler and change again to come to Munson, 

















For a city giel she adapted very well, although there were times 
when the distances seemed endless and the loneliness nearly unbeerable. 
Tn 1912 when T was working on the National Hotel she drove me to work 
the first of the week and had to retum to the homestead by herself. 
‘Though she tred to remember the landmarks, she got very confused 
The horse belked and would not go. where she wanted him to go. 
Finally she let him have his head and he took her home safely. After 
that she always believed in “horse sense” 





Our children include the following: Arthur, who married Lil 
Huddleston of Calgary. ‘They have one daughter, Marian, (Mrs. Ed 
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Fitspatrick) and two granddaughters, Cindy and Shannon, Abigal, 
married Don McNaughton of Romsey, They have two children, Judy 
(Mis. Jim Nelson) and one grandson, Rodney; John, at home, Lawtence 
mnatried Frances Peacock (see Hand Hills Section); Phyllis, (Mes, Lome 
MeDonald) (see MeDonald Story). Charlie, married Marjorie Miller 
of Calgary. Their children are: Robbie, Viona, Alice and. Christina 
Maude, (Mrs. Mike Marshall) of Delia. They have three sons, Stanley 
Kingsley and Paul and one daughter, Alicia, Roy (deceased) was married 
to Irene Karg, They have two lovely daughters: Deborah and Roylene, 
{Gee the Rey Morton Story.) 


My wife passed away in 1953 and for several years T shared my 
home with my son, Roy, and hie wife and family. In 1962, T remarried 
Mrs. Ruth Savage of Winnipeg. We still make our home on my home- 
stead, the only original homesteader in the Hand Hills that has remained 
on his land. Though every summer we travel extensively in British 
Columbie, Alberta, ‘Saskatchewan and Manitoba, my heart begins to 
beat fasier and the motor purrs a sweeter song when we know we are 
hhesding back to our home in the Hill 











(Baltor’s Note: Mr, Morton wrote extensively about the school, rural 
mail, telephone installations, munlelpal affairs, stampede and cub house 
tctvities In order to avoid repetition much of this has been included in 
‘material pertaining to organizations.) 


ARTHUR MORTON married Lily Huddleston, a school teacher 
from Calgary, in 1939, In the spring of 1840 they moved to the Roy 
Shoults place where Art had built his first house, Their daughter, Marian, 
was born in 1941 end in December of that year they moved 10 Calgery 
Where Art attended the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. Due 
to this training he received employment with the Imperial Oil Company 
vith which he iy sil serving. In 1943 he built a house in Calgary doing 
everything except the plumbing himself, From December 1945 to June 
f 1946 he was a member of the experimental Operation Muskox which 
Wwas testing military equipment as far north as the Arctic Circle, Art was 
{driver mechani for the medical supply carrer throughout the, vhree 
thousand mile trek which started at Churchill, Manitoba, and ended at 
Edmonton, Alberta, In 1951, they moved to Winnipeg where they resided 
in East Kildonan until 1960, when he built a splitlevel country home 
‘on a Targe acreage off Henderson Highway. In his spare time he indulges 
in photography doing most of his own developing. His favorite subjects 
are his daughter, Marian, now Mrs, Ed Fitzpatrick, and his two grand: 
daughters, Cindy and Shannon. 











LOUIS ROY MORTON 
iy Ine Morton 

Roy was the youngest son of pioneers, Kingsley and Alice Morton 

Born August twenty-seventh, 1928, Roy was very proud of the fact that 

hhe was the only one of a family of eight to be born ina hospital. He 
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astended the Elmer School for some of his elementary schooling. When 
is sister, Phyllis, graduated from Normal School he stayed with her at 
1¢ Alpha teacherage 








He later went to Hanna where he received his high schoo! education 
In those days there were no school buses s0 the students elther stayed 
ft the Dormitory or in private homes. Roy stayed at the Dormitory the 
first year, then boarded at the home of Mr, and Mrs, Alvie Blocksom. 
Alter school he worked at the Hanna Co-op and the Farmer's Exchenge 
to pay for his board and for spending money 











He was a very active young man, During his stay in Hanna, through 
the efforts of some parents snd also some teachers, « Teen Town was 
organized, Roy wes the frst president of thie club, (Baitor’s note: Many 
will recall Roy possessed a fine tenor voice and enjoyed nothing better 
than competing in amateur programs throughout the Big Country. In 
1949, he sang the male lead, opposite Ms. Marian Smith, Ina mtsleal 
in the town of Hanna, called “Laff It OF” which was under the direction 
‘of « Hollywood producer. Roy and his wife Irene, an exceptionally fine 
soprano, often sang at church services and weddings. Their daughters, 
Deborah and Roylene are both blessed with fine singing voices having 
netted many prizes at local talent shows.) Alter completing his high 
School eduestion he worked with an oil diling compeny at Calling Lake, 
Alberta, in the winter of '49. When spring came he decided he wanted 
to farm, so moved back to the fasm to work with his father 





Tn August 1951 he married Irene Karg, We lived in a two-roomed 
house on his father’s farm, es at that ime he had rented the Win, Millard 
farm. In the winter of 1951 Roy worked on the oll well at the correction 
line which now supplies gas to the town of Hanna. Our first child, 
Deborah Dene, arrived in August of 1953, He was © very happy and 
proud father, When he siw her he announced he wanted six more just 
Tike her. 





In October 1953 Roy's mother, Alice Marton, passed away. Later 
that fall we moved into the big house with his father. The next year Roy 
purchased the south half of section to, township thirty, Mr.” William 
Millar's original homestead 


Roy was always jovial and loved telling stories. One day in school 
the teacher had each pupil tll a story in front of the clas. ‘This is the 
tone Roy told: “In the dicty thirties one day the wind blew so strong, 
the dust rose in dark clouds, and the women had to light the lights s0 
their ment could find their way home, The wind blew long into. the 
night and the next morning when this certain man went out 10 see how 
things were, he saw the gophers had to go uphill before they could get 
into their holes beeause the wind had blown all the dire from around 
the holes.” Incidentally, the teacher then was Phyllis Morton and T guest 
she didn’t mind too mich, for when anything funny happened she always 
said, “Roy laughed loudest and Hardy Galster laughed the longest.” 
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(On July 19, 1956, his happy life ended in tragedy when he seas 
drowned in the creck at the north end of Hand Hills Lake. U will always 
he grateful to the wonderful neighbors who stood by me through that 
tragic vigil end to a young man by the name of Rex Beach for his 
eourageous retrieval 





(On August seventeenth, 1956, one month after Roy's death, our 
second daughter was born. This wee lady had to have a name like her 
father’s 0° T nemed her Lois Roylene, With my two small gicls T 
decided to stay on at the Morton farm, where I kept house for Roy's 
father until 1962 when he married Rath Savage of Winnipeg. The gies 
and I moved to my parent's home t© help my mother whose health was 
failing 

On November 23, 1963, 1 married Merle Morton, “We are back 
hhome, again,” as the gels says living in our new home. 

|, MERLE MORTON, am the eldest son of Lawrence and Frances 
(Peacock) Morton. 1 was bor in the Hanna Hospital and raised at 
the foot of Mother Mountain. Dering my childhood T explored the hills 
fomtinvally looking for more interesting remains of the Indian war that 
took place in that vicinity. I rode three and a half miles to the Hand 
Hills School ‘where T received my elementary education, Due to central 
ization, the school bus came and took me to Delia where 1 finished my 
Hligh School. T then took # Diesel Mechanics course in Edmonton and 
by this time I realized I wanted to farm for a living. 

In 1962, 1 purchased my grandfather's homestead and started t0 
build a new house the following summer. I finished the basement and 
pat the frame up, In 1963, T married my Uncle Roy's widow, Irene, and 
Pralso gained two stepdaughters, Deborah and Roylene, We lived in the 
Dasement of our new house until the spring of 1967. That fest spring 
wwe were flooded out 
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(On April 22, 1966, Irene and I became the proud parents of Blake 
Lawrence, the fourth generation of Mortons to live on this place. 

In 1967, we purchased the NE. ¥-35-29-16-4 which was the land 
my Grandfather Peacock lived on when he came to the Hand Hills, We 
flo own the homestead of the late William Millard, We own she quarters 
of land in all and have a cov-calf operation which we hope to develop. 








MR. AND MRS. CHARLIE GURR AND 
MR. AND MRS. GEORGE GURR. 


Mr, Charlie Gurr, his wife and two daughters, one of whom was 
Lillian, and 1 son, George, settled just south of Peter Galster's in 1909. 
‘Their faomstead was on the east side of the road and the barn was on 
the west, Mr. Gurr, who had a flourishing white beard, was an ardent 
Seventh Day Adventist. George, the son, went overseas with the Canadian 
Army about 1915 and served throughout the duration of World War 1. 
George and his wife lived for a while in the Hand Hills before moving 
to Salmon Arm, Briush Columbia, Some remember that his wife would 
tut hair for anyone who was in need of a trim, In a letter from one of 
George's sons, Joseph Gurr, a well-oduceted young man from Salmon 
‘Arm, I quote: “My mother being an Indian probably crested some prob- 
lems among father’s relatives. T don't remember too many associations 
with my father's side of the family.” Unquote. He stated that he has a 
marred brother, who has two children. George passed away in 1963 and 
Joseph still cares for his mother, Mr. Galster says that Mr. and Mrs 
Garr, Se, moved to British Columbie where they had planned to raise 
hees, but he never heard how successful this venture was. He believes 
they later returned to the United States, One daughter, Mrs, Lallian 
Umback, stil lives in Sandpoint, Idaho. 




















‘THE CHESTER SHOULTS STORY 
4s rox 70 Prevenss MeDoxasn ay Mante (Ms, Fras) SHOULTS 
‘The Shoults family came t Alberta from Killarney, Manitoba, in 

1010, Some of the family were grown up when they arrived although the 





Back: George, Bil, Rosalie, Frank, Momry 
Front: Charts and Howard 
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younger ones attended the Elmer School. Billy and Nina had both 
fttended university in Manitoba and evidence relating to Billy certainly 
bears this out 

Marie recalls that Mrs, Shoulis (nee Margerct Ditchfekd) was « sister 
of William Ditchfield, Se, and Chester was a half-brother, of Harry 
Shoults, The two brothers were in charge of separate road building crews, 
and were constantly involved in contrsets which kept them away from 
hhome from spring to fall each year 

Marie met her husbend, Frank, at « masquerade at the Club House 
in 1918, While the dance was in progress someone eame with the message 
thet Ches Shoults had suffered a stroke, The members of the family went 
hhome and found Mr, Shoults in a state of coma from which he never 
recovered, He died « short ime later and was buried in Hanna. 

Mrs. Shoults, a short, stout woman, was an avid walker. She was 
4 famillar figure on the roeds that led to Hanne, Delia and Craigmyle 
If she was picked up by someone in a buggy she was a fine entertainer, 
telling stories with a verve, However, she usually preferred to walk as 
the claimed the vehicles jolted her. Her home was as busy as a. hotel 
‘with a large dining room running down through the contre of It. An 
fomate sideboard stood along. the wall suitably displaying samples of 
Hated glass, cakeplates, bon bon dishes or silver. omaments which 
enhanced the atmosphere. A plano, plush-covered settees, and spindly 
legged chairs graced the parlor which was only opened for special ores 
sions, Mrs. Shoults was a great spinner and would sit for hours at her 
pinning wheel while the glels would do the carding. Afterwards she 
‘would knit her yam up into mitts, socks, scarves, ete. Among her eras 
‘was that of tating, a skll rarely Seon in this modem era. Mrs. Shoules 
spent her last days with Mr. and Mrs, Roy Shoults in Calgary. She passed 
‘away in 1989, 











Jimmy Collins was the family’s fulltime cook and Mrs. Shouts never 
had to worry about what was going to be put on the table. Jimmy could 
bake pies or cakes as well as provide the main course, and cooking in 
quantity was no problem after cooking for railroading crews. Frank Shoults, 
‘whove Christian names were James Frank, was Jimmy's namesake, When 
the Shoults’ establishment broke up, Jimmy went to live with Hlarry and 
his wife, Irene. He was quite religious and gave Marie (his namesake's 
wile) his Bible, prayerbook and hymnary before he let for Calgary. He 
passed away in 1938. 

‘The Shoults boys were a very enterprising group and tackled all 
sorts of projects at the Stampedes. For years the family operated a large 
booth catering to the public needs. One year they served hot dinners. The 
boys were very musicelly inclined and played any instrument with utter 
abandon. Violins, guitars, banjos, bones and plano were played with 
fequal ease, They sometimes played in the company of Fred Koller for 
dances at the Club House, Horse shoe, checkrooms, berry booths, and 
hovelties were among, the original ideas for which they are given credit 
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‘These are the members of the Shoults family and thelr descendents 
as far as can be ascertained: 

Nina (deceased) (Mrs. Gordon Lee) lived et Boyle, Alberta, She 
was very active in W.L work and wae given a singular cltation in relation 
to same just prior 0 her death 

Billy (deceased) was a fine executive organizer, an exceptional black- 
smith and was well liked by young end old. He died suddenly in 1935 
from a brain tumor 





Sybil deceased) Mis, Frank Roshy of Calgary, ad two sons, 
‘Norman and Boddy. 


Fred (deceased) married Lottie Cook 





Roy (deceased) married Eileen Nottell of Parr. They lived in Calgary 
where Roy was an orderly at the Colonel Belcher Hospital. They had 
thee sons, Walter, « teacher in Calgary is marred, James is single and 
is involved with an ofl firm in Edmonton; and Garry, a lab technician 
with an oil company, was recently married and lives in Calgary 





Charlie (deceased) married Grace Melntyre. ‘Their home was at 
Golden. ‘They had two sons, Charlie and David, Charlie was noted for 
his spendid handwriting, and worked at an army supply depot 

Frank (deceased) married Marie Cook and moved from Craigmyle 
to the coast in 1943 where he worked for Beaver Valley Lumber. He 
pessed away in 1964, They have one son, Chester, who is married. and 
fives in North Surrey, Britsh Columbia and who also has one son, 
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Harry (deceased 1953) married Irene Robinson. Their son Richard 
is married and lives In Calgary. Harry was a blacksmith by teade and 
took over Billys shop from 1935 until the time of his death. 





Howard (Hary's twin) mans Shoults! Electric in North Calgary 
He and his wile have four sons, Gordon, Bobby, Ken, and Allen. 

Pes 
Sybil, Jean, Herry, Si 





|Mrs, Gilbert MacKay of Calgary has a family of seven: 
irley, Gordon, Ina and Loma, 


George (deceased) —Pear!’s twin, married Jean Wood of Calgary 
“Their daughters are Margaret, Nina and Sandra. George operated a used 
car lt. 












Rosalie (deceased) (Mrs. Robert Denigard) had one son, Warren. 


‘Only two of this large family are still living, Pearl and Howard, 
who both make their homes in Calgery. Marie says that Nina, Sybil 
Rosalie and George all. died within a few months of exch other, and 
all have died suddenly from strokes or heart attacks as did their father. 
(Ff all the children and grandchildren only one, Prank and Maries son, 
bears the name Chester Shoults on into the Space Age 


MR. AND MRS, FRED M. ROSIN, SR. 


Mr, and Mrs, Fred Rosin were married in South Dakota and spent 
several years farming on rented land there. On heering from an uncle 
John Rosin, in Alberta, that land could be ecquired there by the simple 
fact of homesteading, they decided to make the move. After an auction 
Sole in 1912 they left for Alberta with their three children, Fred, Albert 
fand Alvina and their three sulteases, 

In the fall of 1912, they arrived in Munson with shrce hundred 
dollars and hired a taxi to take them out to the John Rosin farm some 
twenty-five miles east, The taxi turned out to be a nearby farmer with 
‘team and wagon 

‘They built a shack twelve by sixteen and lived in the yard with 
John Rosin’ for the frst winter, Three Tred Rosins were there but this 
treated no real problem because they were called Big Fred, Little Fred 
tnd Freddy, 

In the spring ster a fresh snow, Chris Teske, Prod Bertsch, Fred 
Dicgel and the Rosin Boys set the shack on skids and with twelve head 
of horses hauled it to the homestead site some three miles to the north 
fast of the John Rosin farm and set it down on a Knoll. This shack with 
ldditions, served ax the home of the Rosin family for fourteen years, and 
alter many alterations, is the present home of Freddy Rosin in the town 
of Hanna, 














The following morning, Lite Fred Rosin took the advice of his 
ind dug for water some two hundred feet from the house where 
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‘an ant hill suggested to her there would be shallow water. By noon a 
food stream of water rewarded their effors and this well supplied the 
Family end livestock with water for the duration of their stay on the 
homestead 

‘With the money left from the three hundred dollars they bought 
one milk cow and « dozen chickens, The cow, Old Nigger, provided them 
(tith butter, creem and milk, and the chickens supplied them with eggs. 
With the bere necessities provided, Fred went to work on the railway 
between Castor and Coronation. After working there for six weeks he 
was worried about his family so drew out his wages which amounted 
to seventy-five dollars end after supper started walking home. By noon, 
the next day, after a night spent ine haystack, he was close to Hanna 
and a man with « snappy driving team appeared. Fred asked for a ride 
but on finding out that the price of « lift would be five dollars, Fred 
decined saying, “No thanks! T can’t afford it” The man was furious 
Gnd drove off like a whirlwind, Fred walked to Hanna and since no 
feighbours were in, walked the remaining fifteen miles to the homestead, 














His family wes fine so he hired out again to Erie Stevenson for 
forty dollars a month, and soon saved enough money to buy a team of 
horses 50 he could ride one to work, With a litle time off the following 
year he was able to break up ten acres of land, 

[A sod barn was constructed with the help of neighbours. Cattle 
chased by mosquitoes came out of the Lockwood flats and tried to rub the 
Structure down, They so dug theie horns into the dry sods. Maggie 
‘would holler, throw sticks and finally stampede the cattle away. In the 
txcitement Old Nigger would often tear up her tethering chain and go 
long just for the fan of it, Maggie would have to follow along and 
bring her back. Being raised in South Dakota where poisonous snakes 
were common, she was really scared of low places, where the grass was 
thick and waist high, She would hold up her skirt and run like the dickens 
intl she got through the dangerous ground. 

By 1915, Fred was able to purchase a pre-emption for four hundred 
dollars —land that & former owner had failed to prove up. 


In 1918 there was an addition to the family, a third son, Reinhold. 








The family prospered through the twenties and by 1925 a half 
section was rented from Albert Beechum, The following year the fami 
bought end moved to the Guy Maetche homestead in the Hand Hills 
Valley. Never to be forgotten” were the alternate weekly visits among 
the acighbours. They varied from musleal entertainment to. politieal 
Adebates. Nevertheless, good listening was enjoyed by the whole family. 

"Then came the depression in the thirties when wheat sold as low as 
nineteen cents ¢ bushel, and choice beef sold for four cents a. pound. 

gh bumper crops were harvested in 1932 end "Mt this made 
ms even worse at the eost for production was much higher than 
the selling price. 
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In 1944, Fred and Magdelena retired ond moved to Hanna staying 
ly fh work, Fred passed away in 1956, He was pre 
feecased by st deughter, Emma, ip 1910, aged one and a half years 
Mogdelen, now eighty years old, still does her oven housekeeping, Her 


flowers and garden this year were abundant and beautiful 

For their sons? stories see Fred J. Rosin, Je—Alpha; Albert and 
Reinhold Rose 

‘Their only daughter, Alving, married Albert Galster in 1936, They 
have mate thefe home in Sweet Home, Oregon. They have four children: 
Wanda snd her husband, Robert Firman, are both teaching at Boise 
Maho; Inez, and her husband, Lerry Ambrosch live at Albany, Oregon, 
Darell is presently with the Marines and Lynda is still at home, 
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MR. AND MRS. ALBERT ROSIN 


Albert Rosin married Elsa Mammel in 1933 and until 1934 they 
made theie home on the Kininmouth place. Thereafter, they moved to 
the Tadman place where the family has since resided. Their ten children 
are: Geraldine, who married Dave Griffith of Cessford, They have three 
fons, Lance, Keith and. Delbert, Mildred married Helmut Werner and 
they live on the Adolf Racssler farm with their two children, Calvin and 
Patti; Lawrence, who has distinguished himself as an instructor with the 
Jolin Deere Co, now lives in Brandon with his wife (the former Winni- 
fred Gilson of Delia) and their three children Ward, Mark and Lee: 
Kathy married Dennis Callan, who operates a dry cleaning plant at Taber 
‘Thele two daughters ere Pamela and Deidre Ann; Norman married 
Eleanor Devalorila of Delia; they've one daughter, Natalie; Larry works 
for Apache Drilling Co, and has spent much time in the Rainbow I.ske 
tea, the far north and Saskatchewan Joyce is at present studying for @ 
hairdresser in Brandon, Manitoba; Mary is pursuing a nurses’ aide course 
in Calgary; while La Vonne and Thelma still reside at home 
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Elsa passed away in 1956 leaving Kathy, the eldest at homie to care 
for her younger sisters. Cheerfuly, she kept house, cooked meals, guided 
the younger ones and somehow managed to continue her own education, 
In 1958 six fairy godmothers, nominated her as their candidate for th 
Albertan-CKXL ‘Cinderella Contest (Mrs. V, Howard, Mrs. J. R. Me 
Donald, Mrs. E. Raugust, Mrs. Wm, Courtney, Mrs. D. Benedict, and 
Mrs. L. H, McDonald). ‘Though there was a lerge number of entrants 
Kathy won and spent a breathtaking weck as the Albertan’s and CKXL's 
guest at the Calgary Stampede. Besides a new wardrobe from Hollings- 
worth, a hair style from the Bay; a watch from Henry Birks & Sons, she 
was feted and dined by many organizations throughout the city. Ail of 
these bounteous gifts she accepted with radiant humilily and grace—- 
belting to 2 princess. The Hand Hills are provd to claim her as part of 
its heritage! 














Albert has always been an avid coyote hunter and has gone through 
all the phases in the development of thie sport, For many years he kept 
hounds" but probably hhis most gruelling experience occurred. when he 
and Ben Mammel and their two sons were hunting coyotes on Fish Lake 
in Alber’: Internetional truck in the early pare of 1962. Ben was standing 
in the back of the truck with his gun trained on the fleeing coyote, the 
rest were In the cab with the windows down. ‘Too late Albert spotted & 
crevice eighteen foet across with ice three feet thick on either side of open 
water. The pressure of the water sealed the eab door, so Donnie end Larry 
Immediately dived out the window. ‘To Alberts consternation he found 
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his jacket sleeve was caught in the door, making It necessery for him to 
unzip the garment to free himself, then ease out the window, before the 
feck submerged, Inthe meantime, Ben hadn't faired so well. Being 
totally unaware of the open water, the force of inertia carried 
funder the fee surface. After the lnitial shock he spotted daylight end 
Struggled into the open water of the crevice. 








[All maneged to crawl to safety and soon they were warm within 
the sifly frozen garments and thus protected from the wind they made 
the way to Gammie's on foot, Mrs. Gammic plied them with hot coffee 
fave cach a change of clothes, which the deeply chilled quartet warmly 
Eppresiated while Mr, Gammie gave them his truck to dive home. 


‘The nest day along with their friends and neighbors plans began 
to retrieve the truck. Four large utility poles approximately thirty-six 
feet long were hauled from Burgemester's to bridge the gap. Over these 
they erected tipod ond the truck was winched out of about fifteen 
feet of water. No experts were called in to engineer the operation and 
the neighbors proved again that “where there’s a will—there's a way"! 














Raising Albert's truck from Fish ake 


Relatively no damage was suffered by the truck slthough it was towed 
to ONel’s Auto Body in Craigmyle for complete servicing 
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In the meantime, Lawrence, who at the time was living in North 
Battleford had x bad dream, He phoned home the day following the 
accident to see Hf Ben and Albert were alright, es he had dreamed they 
had gone through the lake, 





Everyone in the Hand Hills agreed that they were four lucky STIFFS! 


MR. AND MRS. REINHOLD ROSIN 


In 1944, Mr. and Mrs, Fred Rosin moved to Hanna, leaving thelr 
youngest son batching on the home place. He soon proved himself a 
very apt learner, as he hastened to sow is wild oats, and spent a. good 
deal of time at’ Wemer's where the cooking tasted considerably better 
than his own, In August 1945 he married Ema Werner, and eat down 
considerably on travelling expenses, 





Reinhold has always been Involved in sports with hockey end baseball 
taking top priority. In the late 1930's he was goaltender for the local 
Bronks and well-protected by “Eaton catalogue” shin pads held in place 
by inner tube elastics, he guarded the nets as the team made the rounds 
to Springwater, Finnegan, Hanna and Drumbeller. 





For twenty-five years he belonged to the local bascball teams and 
was an exceptionally fine catcher, He would probably be at it yet if it 
hhadn’t been for his “tick” knee. Tt was not uncommon to see Reinhold 
lying prone on his back behind the plate, Two or three of his teammates 
‘would run in from the infleld, give his leg a erk and soon Reinhold would 
be back in action yelling the 1940 equivalent of "Sock it to me! 








In 1066, he attended Baseball Umpire classes and when the tests 
were administered he passed with an exceptionally high average 


He inherited his grandfather's gift for playing the accordion and in 
the company of Dave Moench often played for dances in neighboring 
schools. Reinhold had an excellent bass voice and war always glad 10 
be involved in choral productions. Once he played the role of Santa Claus 
0 realistically in a skit about Rudolph the red-noted reindeer, thet his 
Tile nieces, Mary and Joyce, cried as they waved goodbye to him from 
the audience, 








Active in his community, a recent count showed that Reinhold 
belonged to no less then fifteen organizations. His family harbors slight 
suspicion that he might be over-orgenized 


Reinhold and Ema have two sons and one daughter, ‘Their eldest 
ton, Wesley, Is the youngest driller employed by Apache Drilling Com- 
pany. Wes has worked in oilfields st Rainbow Lake, Hay River, N.W.T. 
Fort Nelson, B,C. end Saskatchewan, Stanley, who has distinguished 
himself in local 4-H competitions has attended one year at Olds Agricul 
tural College and is planning e second term there. Cynthia, their daughter, 
noted for her long raven locks, i the third generation to inherit the talent 


112 








































for playing the accordion and can play almost anything her ear can heat 
‘The Rosins have just completed thelr new hybrid home which is « | 
. combination Nelon-Beaver-Muttart-Rosin creatfon expecially designed 10 | 
Fs provide them with a happy Hand Hille home 
MR. AND MRS. FRED BERTSCH 
a | Fred was born in 1890 in North Dakota, U.S. and came to Canada 
a | in 1902 with Is family. He seed in the Hand Hills with bis brother 
cr Goieb. "They were natucalled in 1913, For awhile he stayed. with 
Bill Lindsy, then was a hired hand for Sherwood Benedict, and later 
worked on the ist raload building crews. Finally he took out « home- 
i Stead in the Hond Hil with Gotlib: just across the road. Their closest 
sal 
ce | 
a | 
nd 
it 
old 
a 








his ‘ives brothereinaw: Fred Berech, Oto Mactehe, Leonard Moench 





Wi 
(Mes. Moench, Mas. ©. 
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etche, Mrs. F Bertsch 








neighbors were Alex Gallagher, Chris Teske, Elgin Milligan, Otto Maciche 
‘and Bernhardt Galster 


Feed met Pauline Siewert who had come to Canada from Bessarabia, 
Roumania, in 1910, at the ege of fifteen, with her mother, Christine and 
her sisters. ‘They first resided at Olds, moved to the Morin district for 
awhile, and later moved permanently to the Hand Hills district, where 
{wo married brothers, Reinhold and Dan, were living. In 1914, Fred and 
Pauline were marvied in Hanna by Rev. Finkbinder 








Fred had a shack twelve by fourteen built so they started life together 
with three work horses, one pony, and one cow. A plow, dis, drill, ond 
& binder were shared with his brother until each had his own, Each year 
hhe turned over more sod, picked more rocks and fenced with posts that 
were chopped from poplar or willow trees from the Hills 


In 1915 Edith was born. Now a bigger home was needed so they 
started a new home, at dilerent location, at well as a big barn, The 
lumber had to be hauled from Stettler, as the railroad was not completed 
and Stettler was the closest lumber yard. A well was dug and was bailed 
by pail to water the stock, and for house use. Pauline always worked 
along side Fred and they slowly improved their farm 





Bob Congdon had a small store and ran the fist post office as well 
Necessary groveres were purchased there, ‘Their banking was done in 
Morrin, At first there was no church so services were held at farmers’ 
Thoms in turn. These were well attended, some coming by team a distance 
cof twenty miles, When the Baptist church was built Fred willingly gave 
@ hand. They attended this church for a good number of years. In 1916, 
Annie was born. There were no doctors close by, so a midwife, Mrs, Snider, 
was in attendance 





In 1917, they both entered the free-for-all flat races at the Stampede 
at the Millet ranch, where Pauline took frst in the ladies’ race and Fred 
won first in the gents. Uncle Chris hd the privilege of babysitting. the 
two girls, Chris and Jack Bertsch took part in the steer bucking contest 
(on Sundays they practiced at Fred's place although i was cows they 
were riding) 





[As years went on more horses and machinery were purchased as well 
as the frst car in 1925. Craigmyle was the closest town eight miles north 
fof us, Grain was hauled with four horses hitched to ® wagon, Sometimes 
two trips were made in one day. In the seme way coal was hauled from 
Willow Greek. Neighbors would go at the sime time taking fresno: 
dynamite, picks and shovels. Ie took at least two days to make a trip. 
‘The first man who etme to thresh these farmers was John Gall 
who owned one of the fist steam engines, Later Peter Galster had 
threshing route. The farmers hauled the bundles to the machine to help 
pay their threshing bill, Road work was done by the farmers with four 
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horses and fresnoes. They put in fills, made and covered wooden culverts 
and in this way were able to pay their taxes. 

ith and Annie started school at Elmer, attending by single bugsy 
or riding the distance of nearly four miles.’ Many days in the winter 
were missed because of cold weather and deop snow. Christmas was 
always a joy. They always took their children to the concert at Elmer 
tnd Georgetown, and often took them to Alpha and Rockyhill as well, 
Sometimes the weather was biterly cold and horses, for which there was 
rho root In the barn, were covered with blankets. On Christmas Eve we 
always attended the religios programs in the church. How we all looked 
forward to this evening, and no frost or pain ean dim those happy 











Elmer was born in 1922. Four years later, lan was born, and now 


the family was complete. All attended the first Elmer School 





"The hungry thirties were very hard on this family, too. Wheat vas 
sold for twenty-five cents a bushel, We couldn't keep too many cattle 
fs the pasture was so scarce. Sheep were kept as they could live on very 
Title. Butier was printed and sold for groceries. Pauline was always a big, 
gardener, In winter, Fred would catch coyotes with his hounds and guns 
He had « weasel route and badgers had a value, to. Hides were stretched 
‘on boards and dred, then sold to travelling fur buyers. 


In summer, as the children were growing up, there were ball games 
in the pasture where Fred had marked out a ball diamond, Quite a erowd 
‘would gather. An occasional dance was held in the big spere room, and 
food card games were also held during the week, Mother wes always busy 
Seeing that there was plenty of food 


Each spring a trip to the Fish Lake was taken to get « good supply 
of fish as many stil do today. They were scooped out with a net and 
brought home in cream cans, tubs, oF sacks. The next day everyone had 
to help with scaling, drawing, canning and smoking the catch. Sometimes 
‘second trip was made to ensure e year’s supply 


‘A trip to Calgary was considered quite « good holiday, but the Hand 
ip 10 Calgary 


Hills Stampede was alvays “the big day" Fred also took part in the first 
curling that was held st the Club louse 





Before retiring he had a full line of modern machinery end the 
horses had been sold, He sold his lind to Godfreid Albright before retiring 
to Hanna in 1958, He passed away five years later. Pauline stll resides 
in their home in Hanna. 


‘The following ere the members of thelr familly: EDITH, (Mrs, Ekeie), 
‘makes her home in Rimbey. ANNIE, lives in Creigmyle with her sons, 
Eri, Lyle and Perry (sce the Robert Gross story) (Alpha). ELMER, lives 
in the Hand Hills district married to Mary Beown, an English trained 
russe who Is often on nursing duty in the Drumbeller Hospital. 1VAN, 
farms north of Crsigmyle 
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The Bertsch’s have seven grandchildren (ll Gross), snd seven 
reat grandchildren, 


THE BISCUIT BAKERS 
ty Parvetis MeDowato 

‘The Elmer district was blesed with a bountiful batch of bachelors 
[As some of them are now deceased and as it has been nearly impossible 
to get accurate trace of where the others went, the following excerpts 
hhave been gleaned from the memories shared by Mr. Pete Galster, Mr 
Jack Beck and Mr, King Morton of accumulated by the author on her 
interviewing travels, This litde batter i all that is left in the mixing bow! 
bby the biseult bakers. 

OM GOSS built « little shack in the deaw across the road from 
the Peter Galster buildings, In 1912, a monstrous hailstorm struck and 
turned his shack completely upside down, ‘Tom was visiting Dick Black 
At the time s0 got quite « surprise on his return home. He moved his 
Tocetion over on the east side of the road now leading into the Kautz 
fanm and built more substantial house, For awhile he ran the post ofice 
there. Leter he moved to the Tom Clark place and also spent some time 
with George Gurr Tom Gost wife came out from England and it is 
believed that they returned to their homoland and « more conventional 
way of ie, 

A MR. MOORE built the first shack on the Wasson place. Jack 
Beck claims he was « well-educated man and seid he was interested in 
becoming the school teacher at the new school, Pete recalls that his 
father fenced this quarter for Mir. Moore by contract. However, his shack 
was completely demolished by a southwest wind and he walked away 
discouraged by the setback and no further trace of him ean be found. 

JOCK GREWER lived across the road from the Georgetown School 
but deily he rode back and forth astride his bareback workhorse to the 
site of the Hand Hills store on the Congdon place where he operated 
blacksmith shop. These both closed about 1914 as Craigmyle was expanding 
land. the need for the Tocal one was past, Jock went overseas with the 
Canedian forces in World War I and when he retumed he brought a 
bride to share his days in Georgetown. He sold his farm to a Mr, Wilson 
and moved to Vancouver, 

ARTHUR DAW homesteaded and pre-empted the south hall of 
section four in township thirty and it was from him the land was purchased 
to build the first Elmer School, He left the Hills after a prolonged. period 
fof negotiation with the school board over payment for the property 

DICK BLACK homestesded and batched between the Gurr and 
Goss places. He accumilated enough wealth to purchase the half section 
proved upon by ‘Tom Goss. However, he didn’t stay long, and sold all 
three quarters to Chris Teske, Mr, Galster heard that he moved to British 
Columbia where he operated a very successful eatte ranch, 
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THEODORE WASSON had been sailor serving in the capacity 
of chef before homesteading in the Hill, He was also a carpenter by 
trade. He built himself a fine house-—most unbachelorlike in aspect, being 
well finished inside and well kept as befits a chef's domain, This house 
was moved to Hanna in 1846 by Mr. Fred Rosin who purchased the 
land. ‘The house was very easly enlarged, transformed and modernized. 
His first barn was struck by lightning and destroyed. His second barn was 
a solid edifice, later purchesed by Elmer Maciche and moved to the Kary 
place Mr, Wasson wes a frequent Sunday visitor to the Keay home 
fohere he was toasted, teased and treated like one of the family. ALE says 
find chuckles, “Ohl We were good buddies!" He had two sisters, a Mrs 
James of Calgary and another who lived in California, Mr. Wasson died 
fgueily in his home in the spring of 1944, where he was discovered by 
Ris neighbor, Albert Rosin, who came to deliver the mail 


FRANK TADMAN (as told to Douglas Milligan when they shared 
‘room in the Hanna Hospital in 1964), 











He came out to this country in 1908 and homesteaded shortly after. 
He slept and kept house in « wagon box for one month. ‘That winter he 
spent in Bridsh Columbia, The next spring he returned and built a house 
fad stayed all winter. The spring of 1909 he worked on the railroed. When 
hhe returned he worked in Congdon’s store end also in the Post Office 
there. He Kept and fed catle at his homestead and tried to etrn money 
to build up his farm. Tn the summer he worked at the store two or three 
days a week. He kept doing odd jobs until about 1916 when he began 10 
devote his time to farming, 








[At first he had only a walking plow which he pulled with four oxen, 
then he got an Oliver sulkey plow which he pulled with four horses. 
Latee this ‘wes replaced by « disk plow powered by a Fordson tractor 
He left his farm in 1938 after building himself a fine two-storey home 
which was all wired for electricity, but the power has never flowed along, 
those lines 





Some unusual amusements that Mr, Tadmap mentioned were: “They 
would take an old tin bread pan which they turned upside down, Then 
they would beat on the bottom of it with sticks or a brush. They also 
hhad an accordion which was played in rhythm with the drumming sound. 
Someone would then howl which was called SINGING.” This was, = 
Winter amusement but in the summer they would go swimming in the 
Hand Hills Lake. 

One excitement Mr. Tadmen had was that one day the bull kicked 
him pretty hard and It hut for about two hours. Then he decided it was 
his turn for kicks. He got the whip out and really gave it to the bull 

(Eaitor’s note: Me. Tadman served a flest secretary of the Elmer 
Schoot Board in 1911, and for a time was also secretary-tressurer of the 
Hand Hills Lake Club House wntl illness foreed him to relinguish the 
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post. For many years he served as caretaker at the Legion Memoril 
Hall in Hanna, He is still living in Calgary ina hospital for senior 
citizens.) 


BILL RABEY was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rabey who 
tigrated to Calgary from Kincardin, Ontario, about 1899. His father 
served as a conductor on the CPR. Bill had one sister, Verne, who went 
to live at Long Beach, Califomia. Bill was very young when he home- 
steaded In the Hand Hills, just barely old enough to qualify under the 
regulations of the Homesieaders’ Act. He stayed in the district long 
enough to prove up on his property then returned to Calgary. There he 
married and worked a5 a brakeman on the rogular passenger run between 
Calgary and Edmonton, He had one son and one daughter. Bill passed 
away a few years ago. 











BOBBY” MILLIGAN was @ litle Englishmen who homesteaded 
the quarter where the Hand Hills United Church now stands. His domlele 
was uniquely singular as it was a dugout with the roof level with the 
ground. He put in his first year of homestesding tenure there, but seem- 
Ingly finding the rigors of winter too great to bear he walked away the 
following spring and was not heard of again, 








SOREN PETERSON, a brother of Anton Peterson of the Hand Hills 
District, homestesded in Ehner in 1009, He was active in school affairs 
despite his bachelorhood, His home was used for meny years as polling 
station for federal elections. In 1924 he married Mise Nellie Currie who 
‘was born in Tnniskillig, Ireland, The Petersone retired to Hanna in 1953 
He passed away the following yeer. Lloyd Hagen farmed Soren's homestead 
for one year, and the following yeur the property was sold to Mr. I, 
Branuon. 


MR. HAROLD NESS, a cousin of the Anderton brothers, home- 
steaded the NWY4 of 28-20-16-4 about 1910. He came. from Everet, 
Washington. By trade he was an iron worker (moulder) having worked 
for the Somner Iron Foundry for years. He completed his homestead 
duties about 1913 and sold his lend to Mr. Les let, He retumed to 
Everett, Washington, where he married. He had one son and two grand. 
sons, His wife died in Febroary of 1968 and Harold, now in his ninetieth 
year, is living in a nursing home at Everett. (The above information has 
been kindly provided by Mr, Anton Anderson.) 


‘Among those who lived on the Martin Anderson Homestead were 
Mr, and Mrs. Melvin Nelson, They ad two children, a son, Claize, and 
1 daughter, Violet, who attended Elmer School 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Almond also made their home there for a few 
years. Claude, Henry's brother, tells us that Henry came to Canada in 
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the spring of 1913 and homesteded the land whereon the Sinclair gravel 
vit ie Toceted. He bought the Alex Fletcher pee, sold and moved to the 
Pi in Anderson place. He has made his home at various times st Black 
Diamond, Farner Valley and Salmon Arm, British Columbis, but he 
hat now retired and lives at Turner Valley 

Proudfoot, 


He was married to a vivacious Scotch lasie named Belle 
sown and 


‘only sister of the well-known Proudfoot brothers of Get 
Grrigmyle. They had two sons, Bill, and Bobby, and_ daughter, Jesse 
Billy died during thee tenore in the Hand Fills and Belle died suddenly 
at Turner Valley, The other children are both married. 





MR. AND MRS, ALBERT MOENCH 


Albert Moench, eldest son of Mr, and Mrs. Leonard, Moench, and 
Miss Betty Mossop, daughter of Me. end Mrs. James, Mostop, were 
Married. iy March of 1941, They moved onto the Martin Anderson 
Ramestead and have been constant residents of the Elmer district ever 
fince In. 1953 they booght the Ted Nelner house and moved it to thelr 
Finmtend. Major renovations were undertaken in the winter of 1966-"67 
and their home is now completely modernized, 


Betty and Albert have four sons and one daughter. Thelr_ eldest 
son, Donnie, married Miss Irene Forrest, a teacher fom Melfort, Saskat- 
Sfewam, Donnie received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1966 and wil 
fecelve his Bachelor of Education degre this fall. Both Donnie and Irene 
Tench in Calgary where Donnie served as assistant principal at Keeler 
School during the last school year. Dooglas has worked for several different 
SSlonc crews. which were operating in the Rainbow Laks, Athabasca 
thd Dawson Creek arens, Duting the summer months be helps his father 
Mth his complex farm operations. Doreen, who completed a secretarial 
Course at Henderson's, is married to Zane Veno. ‘They live in Calgary 
Ghd have one son Dune, Stanley is a high school student in Hanna, 
inl Grog, the youngest, spends his pre-school days following in his 
father’s footsteps 

















‘Albert and Betty have been very aetive in community affairs Albers 
executive abiliy being. in demand fom many organizations. Por, many 
years be has been the Treasurer of the St, Paul's Lutheran Church, and 
Fe performed the duties of secretary for the local Elmer school board of 
ituces for eight years. He Is a member of all the service clubs im the 
Hand Hills, and is a diector in many, foremost of wihch are: Alpha 
Mutual Telephones, REALL. and the Hand Hills Lake Club, 

[At the present time Albert is the unchallenged director of one of 
the neighboenood butchering rings, which besides himself and his two 
brothers Budie and Wilfred, lists Hardy Galster, Ben Mammel, Lome 
MeDonald and Ken Moench among its members. It should be mentioned 
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that Dave was the cutting expert until the time of his death. Bech spring. 
they move from place to place butchering at least one pork and one beef 
the first day. The second day they cut, wrap, make sausage, headcheese, 
liverwurst, grind lard and hamburger and specialize in every eut available 
ina meat market, The wives always attend, helping in all operations, 
where necessary, particularly in the wrapping and labelling, end joining 
In the general orseplay. One yeer they “larked” wp the labels and you 
never knew whether you were going to be cooking “Hardy's Hocks" 
“Albert Mocnch's Rump Roast Special", Last year, the addition of 
pool table in MeDonald’s basement almost threw’ the operation into 
reverse, a5 Mabel and Ben showed up at eight em. to get in a little 
fame before the work crew showed up at nine, During the alternaon 
even the women got behind in the wrapping. Although the ring used (0 

‘of hams, bacons and sausage in either Meench's 
or Galster's smokehouse, since the advent of the locker plants in Hanna 
tnd Dromheller only the sausage is smoked at home. Though it is hard 
‘work—this butchering business—each year the gang looks forward to 
Doutchering season because the social aspects are unlike any other activity 
throughout the farmer's busy year 

















WILLIAM MILLARD 
svorY AS Tox Br FRANCES “Puacock” Monto 


Around 1905, Billy Millard and his wife came from England 10 
Killamey, Manitoba and worked there for a farmer for approximately 
three years before coming west to fle on his homestead In the Hand Hill 
He helped build the railroad to try to make ends meet an his homestead, 
His wife did not like the west and the loneliness, or the cold bitter winters, 
so returned to England after neaely two yetrs here 





Billy lad worked for a man in England, who kept show snimals, 
so he knew how to groom and feed horses. That's the way he kept bis 
horses on the farm. They were always fat and shiny. His hamesses 
were brass studded with scotch tops and red, white and blue double 
spreaders for reins. It was a picture to see, even when they were working 
Inthe fll. 

He planted rows and rows of trees around his house. He seemed to 
always have @ wonderful flower and vegetable garden every year. His 
yard was a beauty spot in the Hills, with walks outlined by painted rocks 
find lovely hedges 








In 1022 Billy hired Mr. Anderson, « carpenter in Craigmyle, to build 
4 fiteen passenger motorboat. Tt cost seventeen hundred dollars. He 
asked Mr. Peacock, a neighbor, to run it and take charge of it. He named 
ie “The Lady of the Lake” and Mr. Peacock “Captain Peacock”, They 
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charged fifty cents a ride and ran it all Sundays during the summer, plenle 
Gays end at the Stampede, It roamed the lake for three years, then he 
sold it to Mr, Olson 

Billy Millard used to be jani 
Hand Hills Club until his last years. 





and all around handyman for the 


In the late "20s Billy's younger brother, Alfred, came from England 
to live with him. Like Billy he was a fine hortcultusalist and kept house 
fs well as a lady. He was a great favorite with the young people because 
hhe had a fund of humorous songs that he toted out at every party. 
About 1935 he moved to Nova, Seotia where he marred and settled down. 
He has never returned to the haven on the pralvies. 


recall a few instances which will show you why he was such a 
\weleome visor to our home, He was « real “whi” at playing cards and. 
always had lots of dry humor mixed with everything he did. He loved 
fo tease us girls. For instance, when we swept the floor he would drag 
his feet through the dirt and then chuckle at us, He enjoyed having & 
snowball fight. T recall one time five of us girs, some were friends, tried 
to get the better of him but he got a scoop shovel and shoveled snow 0 
fast that we had to reteeat. He always joked about this, Another time 
Laurette and Gladys, my older sisters, challenged him in « foot race 0 
the gate and back, Well, he was there and back belore they barely. got 
‘ver half way. Then he’ says, “What were you waiting for?” He then 
told us he had been in foot racing tournaments in England. These are just 
& few incidents that leave happy memories of him. Billy Millard and Jack 
Edwards, « bachelor who lived near Billy, used to come to our house to 
spend. Christmas with us and stay until after New Year's. Billy spent 
forty-five Christmas’ at our home (Peacock). I remember they used. 10 












































cach bring a five pound box of chocolates for us, It was a real treat that 


Scemed 10 be the only time we had “boughten”” candy. Mother was an 
fexpert at making homemade candy. 

Billy Millard passed away on September 29, 1966, at the good old 
age of eighty-eight 








‘THE ERNEST PEACOCK STORY 
wnurren ay Frances (Peacocx) Moxtos 





Peacock brothers came over on the Mayllower ship in 1620 
from England to the New England shores of eastern United States, One 
brother went #0 Californie and was never heard from again, one went 
to the eastern part of Canada and the other one settled in the New 
England States. This latter one wes our branch of the family tee 





mest Peacock was born on November 7, 1884 at Gardiner, Main. 
of United States. On June 6, 1906, Ernest Peacock and Della I 
were married at Gardiner. She was born January 27, 1880 at Waldoboro, 
Maine, United States, She has the Ludwig Coatof-Arms that was brought 
from Germany by her ancestors 











Alter a few yents Dad got rheumatism so badly that he wes unable 
to work or even dress himself. Finally, their old family doctor told him, 
Go west, young man. Out where It is hot and dry.” “Now, where might, 
that be?” inquired Dad. The doctor advised him to go to Canada, to 
place called Alberta near Bassano 
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So, in the spring of 1917, they sold their farm; packed a few clothes 
and household goods and with thelr (wo daughters, Lauretia and Gladys, 
boerded the train for Alberts. After 4 few months his sheumatlsm Improved 
ind he was able to start to work He then moved to Hussar and built a 
xy stable, and was drayman and John Deere agent there 








Frances Isabell was bom at Hussar on October 8, 1917. Dad and 
Mother tell about a big blizard at that time. A herd of approximately 
fone thousand head of ttle drifted into town from the ranches and 
the people had to try to keep the cattle away from the windows or they: 
‘would stick thelr heads in. After the blizzard was over a bull was found 
frozen to death leaning against the CP.R. station. 


Dad, wanting to go back farming again, bought Mr. Brown's home: 
stead on the north end of the Hand Hills Lake. So, again, they packed 
up their belongings and with a big hayrack, four horses pulling it and 
cow ted behind, they headed across the prairie for the Drumheller 
crossing. We had a big erate of chickens and every so often en egg would 
roll out onto the ground, Gladys was supposed to try to rescue them before 
they rolled ff so we could have them for the meals 





One day, close to Drumheller, « terrible dust storm came up and 
Mother says she had to hang onto the cow's tal to be able to keep from 
losing sight of the out 


"The night we were camped near Drumheller proves that a man's 
best friend is hie dog. In the middle of the night « man came sneaking 
into camp, probably with no good intentions on his mind, but our dog, 
Jel, growled to awaken Dad and then attacked the stranger. After a 
short scuffle the stranger escaped in the darkness. I know there was no 
more sleep in camp that night. I might say we got an early start next 
‘morning anyway. 


In May, 1920, we arrived in the Hand Hills, Lauretta and Gl 
walked to the Elmer School while we lived there. 








ys 


Billy Millard used to pay us girls one cent for every gopher we 
trapped on his place, That is where he got his nickname of Gopher 
Johnny. 

In 1924 Dad bought Mr, Peitee's place at the south end of the 
Hand Hills Lake, whete there was lease land, so he could raise cattle 





‘The Briggs, Millers and Lauretta end Gladys went by tom and 
democrat to the Hand Hills Lake School, some 12 miles acros 

My sisters finished tele schooling in Craigmyle, but, by this time other 
schools closer were built, so that I was able to go to Dalkeith, three 
miles away. ‘The government paid my tition as’ there was no’ school 
In the Fish Lake district. 
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(One year in the “dirty thirties" Ded threthed ninety acres of wheat 
and got approximately sixty bushels, 





Dad was captain of the boat on the Hand Hills Lake while it was 
sed (told in the William Millard story) 








Dad had one of the first combines in the district, a Red River Special, 


as it was called 
Mother has made a quilt for each of her three daughters and also 
for all the grandchildren 
‘They still use the same stove that they brought from the States. The 
sewing machine she dull uses was one she bought before she was married 
‘They. also have « hanging lamp which they converted into an electric 
‘one, These sll have to be over sixty years old 








I remember when Dad got our fist radio. Tt had earphones and 
wwe had to take tums listening, or put the earphones In a bowl 10 act as 
loudspeaker, Then he got a huge loudspeaker which took wp a lot of room 
when space was searce. How the radio would squeal when it was tuned 
Into a station until the dial was exact. We could hear others tuning in 
by the squeal on the radio, toa 





aaa Seu Sa 
‘Ale aod "Clirence Wilson. Sting on chairs 
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A big blizzard in the spring of 1951 more or less made up their minds 
to sell out. They woke up in the morning 10 find their windows and 
Alcors were all covered over with snow. Ded had to saw a hole out through 
the side of the house into the coal shed to get coal and then they melted 
now ax they dug to make a hole big enough so they could craw! out 
‘Then they sold to William Shadlock in the fall and moved up to the 
Hand Hills school istrict, south of Delia. They now live in our yard 





‘At the time of the writing of this story in 1968 Dad is eighty-four 
years young and Mother is eighty-cight. They celebrated their siteth o 
diamond wedding anniversary in 1966, 


LUDWIG FAMILY COAT OF ARMS 
sunatrrTep sy Mas, Datta Lupwic Pracock 
‘The herewith Coat of Arms is the Ludwig Armorial of original grant 
dating from the fist Crusade A.D, 1096 in which it was bome by 
Sir Knight Crusader Johan Von Ludwig (see the history of the Crusade 
land Crusaders—the first book published in Frankfurt A.D. 1538), He 
is the first of the name of authentic record. 


“This Coat of Arms is shown in Helmer’s New and Enlarged Book 


of Coat of Arms, Numberg, 1699, section on Knights of Nobility, also 
Goat of Arms of Historie Families, Numberg, 1857 














These authorities may be seen in the Genealogical Section of, the 
New York Library with very Interesting data relating to the Ludwig 
family 





From the above itis evident that the Ludwig Coat of Arms is one of 
the limited number of historic family Coat of Arms dating from the Fist 
Crusade, and therefore with an authentic record of over eight hundred 


In that Crusade the princes, chiefs and knights were obliged to adopt 
certain devices to distinguish the various commands from one another. 








says Wade (The Symbolisms 
ations. of Armorial 


“It is to the time of the easier crusade’ 
of Heraldry on a treatise on the Meaning and Der 
Bearings by Sir W. Cecll FRAS. London 1898), “that we can ascribe 
the armorial bearings in their present form, when the necessity of quickly 
recognizing each of the numerous leaders seems to have compelled the 
princes and knights to adopt « methodical errangement of various devices 
borne of  surcoat and banner” 

















‘These devices very quickly were transferred to and displayed upon 
the Shield. A leading device thus adopted was the Lion—among, the 
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higher order of knights in verious forms and positions: rampant, guandant, 
ete. “The Lion held a high place as an emblem of « valiant soldier of 
(Christ, of deathiss courage, strong of body, politic in counell, and a foe 
to feat”, (See Wade.) 


TThe Ludwigs ae in the list of American Pioneer and Founder families. 
‘The earliest of these seems to be Daniel Ludwig who came Sept. 18, 1773, 
to Pennsylvania; end a Jacob Ludwig who came to Thomaston, Maine in 
1753, but the Ludvig Geneslogy bogins with Joseph Ludwig, bom in 
Dietz, Germany, 1699, came and setted in Weldoboro, Maine in 1753 
He came with his wife, Katherine Kline aod thelr three children. All 
motives which actuated this family in migrating to America was probably 
the latcring inducement of Generel Waldo. (see Waldoboro History) 











His son Josoph Henry Ludwig married Elizabeth Kaler of is own 
colony in 1771, and died in 1830, He and his brother Jaoob located at 
either side of the Madomak River. The farms which they purchased, they 
continued 10 occupy and Improve until thelr death, Thele testes and 
vocations were very similar, often serving the town and country by holding 
offices of trust and profi, from surveyors to town representatives, besides 
notary public and justice of the peace. Joseph had twelve children, one of 
‘which was James, born in 1793. He married Hane Creamer. His own son 
James Ludvig Jr, married Hetty V. Lash and had five children, Oral of 
Maine (deceased), Delle Ludwig Peacock of Alberta, Canada, Agnes 
(€eceased), Mau Sidelinger (deceased) and one baby died very young. 
Maud had’ one son, George married and no children. Delle Peacock has 
three children, all gis, Lautetta Peacock in Portland, Maine; Gledys 
Wilson hes two sons and lives in Alberts, Canada and Frances Morton, 
with eight children also lives in Alberta, Canada, 














‘These is much other interesting Ludwig matter scattered here and 
there, of those prominent stateamen, soldiers, sclentiss ete. in. various 
centuries from the time of the erusaders on to now. 
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MR. AND MRS. ROBERT MILLARD 
ay Paves Tuner 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Millard and three children were bor in. Cam 

bridge, England (Gladys, now Mrs, Erick Beck, of Clive: Frenk of Hanna; 

and Phyllis, now Mrs. George Thrift of Edmonton). ‘They came to the 

Hand Hills in 1924, lived on Emest Peacock’s homestead the first year, 











find then took up their homestead on the southwest comer of the Hand 
Hills Lake, where in 1927 the ceops were hailed out 
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The children went to the Dalkeith School and were known for thele 
ability fo entertain with concert singing and school plays. Mr, and Mrs 
Millard were blessed with five more children while on their homestead, 
Our winter playground was the Mille’s Coulee and in the summer we 
played on the Take beach at Hand Hills Lake, 





Mrs, Millard was remembered for her singing and in @ play (Shakes 
peare) at the Elmer School and Delis 





In 1936 we moved to Hanna end in 1937 Kathleen died a tregie 
ath at the age of eight 

Mrs, Millard passed away in Edmonton, February 16, 1965, Mr. 
Miller still rests in Edmonton and keeps busy and healthy while visting 


with his elght childeen and sixteen grandchildren, from’ Alberta, to 
California, 





Robert and daughter Phyllis retum to the Hand Hills once in awhile 
Gladys is at Clive, Alberta; Frank is at Hanna; Phyllis is at Edmonton: 
Albert is at Edmonton; Gorton is at Calgary; George is at Red Deer and 
Mildred is at Fresno, California, 


MR. AND MRS, DAVID KROCKER 
ty Frank Kroenen 
Im the spring of 1825 Me. and Mrs, David Krocker arrived in Craig 
myle and farmed in the Hand Hills for one season. ‘They lived in the old 
Falster place until they built a house one quarter of a mile south of 
Elmer Schoo. 





Father is tm good health and is at present visiting in Arizona 

Mother passed away two years ago, 

Mary is living in Tueson, Arizona, 

‘At Elmer School and the litte Baptist Church T met Irene Maetche 
tnd later we were married. We went back to Craigmyle and lived ten 
miles north of the town from 1938 to 1953, when we moved to Calgary 


In 1964 we sold the farm and are now living three miles from the city 
limits, 





MR. AND MRS, MICHAEL KARY 
As TOLD 70 Paivins McDoxato 
In 1926 Mi 





and Mrs, Kary and their family of seven sons and one 


daughter moved into the Hand Hills from Hemaruka 
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Mr, Kary is best remembered for his eloquence as a Baptist Church 
lay minister by the people of the Hand Hills, Always an ardent Bible 
student, he was blessed with a deep concern for the spiritual welfere of 
all who came within his orbit of influence. A warm, effervescent sense 
Of humor was qlso numbered among his wholesome characteristics and 
these attributes were passed on to his sons and daughter 





‘The boys were involved in community sports, but the battery of 
“Joe Kary-Herh Coulson" on the hardball team probably left the most 
vivid impression. Joe's chatter-patter was incessant and inspiring to his 
teammates as he chortled “Pitch ‘em in ol Herby-man! 








An exceptional contribution to the Baptist congregation was made 
by an elderly German minister by the name of Rev. Hauger. For about 
two weeks he stayed in a family’s home giving concentrated music lessons 
to the older girls in the families. (As far as the writer remembers the 
Mudent did not attend school classes during this period), ‘Thereafter, the 
tmuste pupil wes able to sight read hymns in any combination of sharps 
fr flats. Among those who learned their music by this method were 
Frances Kary, lima Nelner and Freida ‘Teske. Locel music teachers have 
often stated desire 10 unravel the mystery of this unique method. 


Among Mr. Katy’s memories the revival of 1932 stands out vividly. 
For two weeks Rev. Bitermann of Carbon lived in the district conducting. 
revival services nightly. A total of twenty-five people were baptized in 
TTeske's ereck southwest of the church at two separate Sunday baptisms. 
Besides Jocal communicants a brother-in-law of Mr. Dan Hein and his 
wife came all the way from Forestburg to be baptized as Baptist services 
hhad been discontinued there. A Miller family from Mortin also came to 
be immersed, A fine choir fom the Friedentahl Church near Carbon 
joyously poured forth praises during the ceremonies and many stil reall 
Mes, Bocticher’s mellow, rolling bass voice as the strains of “I Surrender 
AI” filled the ar. 











‘Two of the Kary sons, Ed and Mike, studied for the ministry at 
Rochester, Minnesota 


"Times were hard in the "30s as Mr. Kary reminises, “The crops 
were quite good in 1932 but whest sold for twenty-two cents a bushel”, 
Consequently little financial aid was available so the boys worked after 
clases" to. pay tultion and boarding expenses, Due to this strenuous 
Schedule Mike contracted TB. of the lungs and still suffers from the 
cffoas. 





Mike lives in Hactford, Connecticut, USA, with his wife and four 
children, carrying on his ministry: while Fd, his wife and four children, 
serve « charge in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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‘Their eldest son John married teacher, Miss Helen Welt. For a 
number of years she taught at the Elmer school where she established 
herself as a firm disciplinarian and a thorough instructor—teaching all 
grades from one to eight t0 a very heavy enrolment. They now reside in 
Delia where Helen is stil teaching 

Their children, three sons and a daughter, ore all: married 

Ronald Kary married Emily Raugust and lived for a number of 
sas on the Byers place where thelr sons Gordon and Ken were born 
Awey moved to Olds about 1937 where they have established fine farms. 








‘Their son Ben lives at Olds, but neighbors remember him best from the 
years when he operated Kary's Tire Shop in Hanna—now owned by 
Watsons, He is married and bas two sons and three daughters 

Joe was for some time mayor of Nelson, B.C., still makes his home 
e with his young son and three daughters. 





the 





Harold, his wife, the former Irene Brunner of Delia, end three 
children make their home in Calgary where Harold is engaged in wireless 
sclegraphy. 

Mrs, Kary passed away in 

‘Their only daughter, Frances, died in Detroit, January 15, 1968. 

In August of 1958 Mr. Kary remarried end still makes his home in 
Hanna 








lengthy ilness 


MR, AND MRS, AUGUST KAUTZ 
as ToL 10 PiivLus McDosaio 

Mr. and Mrs, August Keutr came from Bessarabia, Roumanta, in 
the spring of 1927 with their son, Helmut, ‘They moved many times in 
thie first years in Cenada, spending one year on each of the following 
(rms; Reinhold Miller, Albert Graumann (for whom Mr. Kautz worked 
but lived in the former Chadbosme house) and Reinhold Fano. Their 
next move took them to the other side of the Hand Hills into the Ratnbow 
area. ‘They lived two miles south of the Dixon place for two years, then 
in 1982 they moved back to Alpha where they settled on the Coulson 
place, This was their home wntil 1945. Here Freda went to school, They 
Sew Alpha closed and thelr children were vanned to Elmer Schoo! 
farther south, When an opportonity came to purchase the Teske holdings, 
they accepted it and moved there in 1945. In 1958 they bought a house 
in Hanna and continwed arming from town, In the meantime, thelr 
son Willie went to work in Calgary. For two years he was employed by 
Alberta Paint and Glass Corporation and a third year he worked for 
Northem Asbestos. It was during his sojourn in the city that he met 
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fn attractive nurses’ ide, Lois Barker of Tumer Valley, They were 
‘married in 1960 and returned to make thelr home on the farm tn 1961. 
AAt the present time Lois ie nursing in the Hanna Hospital. Lois and 
Wille have three children: Belinda, Allen and Wendy. 





Freda married Lome Hunter of Craigmyle in 1956, They have two 
sons: Lloyd and Gertld, Freda plays the organ in the Lutheran Church 
fof the Redeemer, Hanna, where Mr, and Mrs. Kautz are both members 
of the German chole 








Mis, Kaute recalls the homile isolation and desperation she fl 
when she arrived in foreign county table to speak the new language 
Te was not too bad und they reached: Winnipeg. Up unl that time 
seventeen famles had. been tavlling together and one man acted as 
leader ov interpreter After thot however, they all-sparsted and. each 
fomily was on 16 own. They had no en how far it was to Hanns, 20 
harly dared sleep or leave the tain atthe stopover, a8 they were afraid 
they would mis thelr non. 








Once porter came through the teain slling apples, bananas and 
other lunch snacks which he carried in a basket over his arm As he 
proceeded he called “Five cents! Five cents!” In German the word “five” 
{means pipe and she remembers being diseppointed when she peered into 
his basket end found no pipes for sale. They often laugh about it now. 





In the Old County all the homes were close together, so it was a 
great shock for her to find herself alone in the middle of the preisics. 
She was tertfed after dark and would securely lock herself in until 
‘morning. Once Mr. Kautz was away theeshing and didn’t came home 
Until very Tate. Since her terrar knew no reason he had a difficult time 
feonvineing hee let him in 

"Though they suffered many hardships end many times she was 
lonely and frightened, she recalls how she loved Canada. “Never! No, 
never!” she declares “did I ever want to go back to the Old Country!” 


MR. AND MRS. EDWARD RAUGUST 


Ed Ravgust and Tillie Kanewischer were married in 1937 and made 
their home in the Bullpound district. Ax schools were rather inaocessible 
to their location, Tillle aught the two eldest children by correspondence 
until they moved to the Elmer district in January of 1947, taking up 
residence on. the Arthor Daw homestead. At Elmer, the children soon 
became involved in music lessons end when the Heluschaks came the 
children were progresively involved as members of the orchestra. In 
1051 they increased their holdings by purchasing the R. S. Congdon 
farm. Though many local schools were moved considerable distance from 
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the original site, the fist Elmer School is now part of the Reugust farm: 
stead. ‘They moved and renovated the building in the late fall of 1961 
where it now stands as @ workshop. 


Their family consists of: CLIFFORD, who graduated from Oklahoma 
University as a Petroleum Engineer, married Helen Fedora. Their children 
are Wendy and Jelfrey; GLADYS, @ seeretarial graduate from Hollings 
hhead, married Fred Kern, They have two children, Sandra and Gregory, 
MELVIN, who is on the farm with his father was the frst in this erea 
to purchase a trailer home, He married 2 nurse, Miss Frieda Hiebert 
from Gem, who nursed in the Hanna Hospital for four and a half years 
prior to her marrige. They have two daughters, Patricia and Pamela 
MONA, also a secretary, martied Blain Cameron. Their daughters are 
Penny and Faye. SHARON married Terry Moore, Their children are 
Laurie and Kevin, RANDY Is still at home and attends High School in 
Hanne, 








To all those who trod the cattle talls, the fence lines, the mist~ 
filled coulees end the panoramic ridges of the Elmer District, we, the 
Eliner School District Research Committee, Phyllis and Jack McDonald, 
in heartfelt gratitude to your response, hereby dedicate 


A PIONEER'S PRAYER 
Oh Godt 


Soften the wrinkles which Tim 
T clawed oct a living from the recal 


has seratched into my face while 
rant prairies; 








Remove the pain from the wounds leaving only the sear of memory: 





Bless all those who pass this way and may they avoid 1 
marked by my imperfect prints; 

And then, Oh God, tinge the variegated colors of the sunset wi 
the glow of fading though feithful friendships as T reluctantly turn my 
faltering footsteps towards my Father's home. 


e pittalls 





‘Amen, 
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Having to take» tam and wagon and gather scrape of 
and tise Mote dried cowrchips. These ‘wa burnin the cook sov 
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My dd, Mr, Peacock, sont me to the house of 
inthe fil ho got Rs chewing tocea. Wall onthe way back tasted i 
Shvaye a ike candy. Wow! did lever spit and sputter never ied 
BEG sean: in fact hop! my head turned sway when T handed fo im, 
Bit wen staid hod sma om my breath 
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‘The days when wo couldn’ afford, or wasn't tho habit, 1 buy our chickens 
room 'e atchor. We'd st Hens on a'dozen or s0\ggs to hatch our chicks, 
{Sin nid i faked ped fea dt Poy ued at we 
REMGEr "shor erseayed look or two, ake’ would cept thum and be ss prow 
Brit they wore ber own chicks 
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When, we spent » spring morning in the ssh pile polishing the bottoms of 
‘stuminon katie that had ‘ovoed wi carbon from cooking over the 
‘pen Tire dering the 
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‘wen, mother baked pis or doughnuts, she never chased ut outside so she 

iow piety we, would send watching her peel apeles 

ne core,'fa" tet! the doughnut greeso she cooked the 
could have one te special es. 
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‘he candles and cole! Imps! Comparing tham to our elocrc lights of today, 
‘feclight fend thom, Our parents used fo fall us, “Dont 
Pit hort your 





How we had to pump water by hand for 
too, Some had ‘the wall by 2 rope’ and pal, No, mater 
"thor pails of water 
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Those and the baclcaches caused from being bont over 
‘that jor howe: Hw lucy we ae with our hing machines 
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“That butior chm that we would stand over; i! seemed for hours, pounding 
the dash up and down 
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Te car that we couldnt afford to keep running so converted them into the 
2 callad “Bennet Baggies" ha 
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Sing and grabbed the ost 
oo ike avowed ‘promptly that he 
‘ol, 20 Mike promplly pushed hie head under the water This berormance 
two mere fine wih Ike roves: The tied time tka was arked "Ds 
in inant He, ope faring his, en do A happy ae 
{assad over Mikes face, and wis lock of pure conientment he pushed he 
der the water for he tied and Ian time and said, "Down you ge: and 
the faith” Anather nonbelover had boon converted 
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The cxiginal owners are shown on the map and the following tea list of owners 


nd fees ance. 
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CHAPTER IV 


‘THE ALPHA SCHOOL DISTRICT 


‘This school was named in a very unigue manner, ‘The first board, 
faced with the task of finding a name, could not think of one satisfactory 
to all concerned. Finally, one of the number, looking over into the comer 
of the kitchen where they sit, spied the name “Alpha” on the cream 
Separator. This was unanimously approved 








‘The school was built by Mr. Sidney Brook in 1911. ‘The teacherage 
vas not built unl soveral years leer, and the early teachers boarded 
with neighbours who lived nearby. 

The following list of teachers has been prepared through interviews 
with Mrs. Mossop, the Branums and other early residents, ‘Though they 
may not be arrenged in chronologleal order, we earnestly hope that none 
have been omitted. 





‘The first teacher Miss Wiese, marred Bill Becker. Miss Ross, married 
Bert Smyth from north of Craigmyle. Miss Langdon (Mrs. George Dels- 
ing), Others were: Miss ‘Timmons, Miss Coal, Me. Wilson, Miss Annie 








Alpha Schenck row, ett sight Thelma Muli ack Kara Bl Mesap, 
Mary Beatm rronkneyen. Fro ro, ff 
ris Betiy Notion, ema Nelne, 































Archibelé, Mr. Borne, Miss Donald, Miss Campbell, Mrs. Edwards, Miss 
Cox, who is now working at a weather station. Mrs. Lature, Miss Hest 
Bell, Miss Katharine MeAuliff, Miss Bertha Nelson, Miss. Isabelle 
McRoberts, Miss Emestine Siewert, Miss Phyllis Morton, Miss Norma 
Mellon, Miss Evelyn Durling and Miss Bernice Rasmussen. 


‘The Alpha School was closed about 143 or 1944, partially due to 
the decline in school age population as well as the progresive expansion 
of the Sullivan Lake School Division. The teacherage wes moved about 
Six and a half miles north east of Hanna to the Meadowlands school 
rounds where it still stands as part of that area's community centre. The 
School was moved to Grand Ridge as a temporary measure to relieve the 
fepanding school population at that point. The district was included in 
the Sullivan Lake School Division in October, 1936. In December of 1954 
it was transferred to Drumheller Schoo! Division No. 50. 











‘Yes, the buildings are gone! ‘The pump and stand have been dis 
maptled; even the fences have been removed; and the native prairie has 
reclaimed another hallowed spot. But Alpha lives on in the memories of 
pupils end teachers who were in attendance there. ‘They need only close 
their eyes to recall the beautiul Alpha name plate which hung above 
the door, It had been carved by Mr. M. F. Rew, a man highly skilled in 
his craft. Or they can visualize and relive the tingling excitement 
epitomized in the opening curtains as the yearly Christmas concert com- 
‘enced; or remember the wild, jubllant beauty of spring as the creek 
raged boisterously through the ‘northern flats pushing. great ice chunks 
before it. Yes, Alphe is only memory, but you who wrote or told us 
your stories have proven that It is a glorious one filled with warmth, 
Sincerity and strength. As your stories unravel, Alpha lives again in your 
hearts and on these pages 























1940-reading from 
Teck row: Herbert Gutche, Roy 

Moron, Bon Durand 

Cenrorow Bil Fano, Joe! Durand, 
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Residents of Alpha, 
Guiche, Mrz. Mike Sullivan, Mrs, L. Moench, Beatrice 
Eiddon’ ‘is. Neier, lena Niner) Allon’ Sullivan, Geo 
Betty Hossop, Albert Moench Jean Sullivan, Mary Messen, 





Mr. and Mrs. Reinhold Rosin have shared the pleasure of gathering, 
compiling and editing these your weasured memories and with assistance 
of other members of the Hand Hills Book Committee proudly present 
them inthis Alpha Anthology 


HISTORY OF THE FAMILY OF J. L. BRANUM 
ay Jennie E. Banu 

Alter having made the necessary Improvements, and necessary 

fof residence reqolred of “homesteaders” we arrived on our homestead 

the north half of 27-30-16 west 4th on March 24, 1913, with four horses, 

fone wagon, one bob sleigh, « few chickens, one pig. a few groceries and 
very litle of anything else, for permanent residence. 





‘The lumber for our litle house was hauled from Stetler. We stayed 
for « few days at Mr. Craig’s until Mr, Ole Fixon went away to work for 
awhile, then we lived in his howse until we had ours finished. By this 
time we had Tesemed to make sod buildings so we made 2 sod chicken 
house and a combination sod and bank bara. 


Our. neighbors were living on their original homesteads. South of 
tas Mr, C, Sauer and family: west Oscar Archibald, John Scot, MeLarens, 
Mr. Hend and family and Me, and Mrs. John Edwards; North of 
Mr, Craig and son Jim. There were others and all were good and kind 
neighbors, belping each other in many ways. We lived just west of the 
Alpha School, which at that time had Just been completed, 





When we arrived at the homesteed, roads, for the most part, were 
naturel prairie and fences not very plentiful, s0 that it wes very easy 
for one to lose his way on a Frosty evening when the ground was covered 
‘with snow. There was no tain running through Craigmyle, ‘The grade 
was built, but no track, so what litle grain was hauled, was hauled 
by wagon and team to Munson, over roads that, except for being rough, 
were not too bad when dry; but when it rained were almost impassable, 
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Jow: L. Branum thrething for Mr, Olefin, 1917, on the Melaren homestead, 


the sol being of gumbo nature, My husband hauled freight from Munson 
Fee ike Craignyle "Trading Company whose manager was Mr. Bob Wilson. 
Gur post office wos either Lilli. or Lawsouburg. which were equally 
distant 

My husband, our eldest two children, a sister, who now resides im 
rls Oklahoma, tnd I attended the Hand Hills Stempede in 1917, as 
it was our fest stampede, well, we thought it was just great. 








ur family history 

Our eldest son, Lewis Elmore — better known as Sam — was born 
Jane 20,1913. 

Mildred, now Mis, Walter Sander was born December 10, 1915; 

Mary, now Mrs. Keith Gordon was bom December 10, 1918. 

(Our youngest, Rey was born May 8, 1922 and passed away February 
5, 1964 He served in World War Two, Like all our children he loved 
the farm and especially live stock He was the first in our district to 
IMroduce the Chavolais breed of catle and was the frst president of the 
Canadien Charolais Association, a position held for two years 








Both my husband and I were bor and grew up in Arkansas, 90 
found quite « difference between Arkansas and Canada, especially the 
climate; but we love it here 


‘THE CHRIS PEACOCK STORY 
ty Borat Pracocx 


In the year 1911, Christopher and Rebecea Peacock came to the south 
halt of 35-90-16 with their three gies, Vera, Edith, and Kathleen. In 
spring of 1912, Chris sold Tandon the southeast comer of hs farm 
and Alphe Sehool was buile on it by Sidney Brook. In che spring of 1013 
ae Ardill was born. ‘The following winter the family moved to High: 
fand. (now Delia), where Me. Pescock was employed at bis trade, that 
ofa carpenter, ‘They moved back to the farm in the spring, How we gils 
foved the open country — we ran and ran and found bird nests and 
Titened to the sweet songs of especially the meadow larkt Mis. Peacock’ 
brother, Will Lalor came west in 1914 and took over their pre-emption 
tintil folning the forces In the Fist World War. We young folk received 
Gur public school education at Alpha, and went on to higher schools 
Chewhere. Vere, a Registered Nurse, is assistant Director of the Rehabilita: 
tion Hospital in Winnipeg. Ealth is head seamstress at Alberta Hospital 
fm Ponoka, Kathleen is Senior Home Economics teacher in Rimbey. Ari, 
Miho erved In the Second World War in its entirety, was running a bus 
{ind taxt business in Kimberley, British Columbia, at the time of is 
fedden death in March 1966. Mr, Pescock passed away in May, 1941, 
Ghd Mrs, Pescock went to live with Edith in Ponoka. She passed away 
July 1 1967, 
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The Peacocks, as did most early pioneers, faced hardships such as 
prairie fires, an epidemic of cholera infantum, the flu’ of 1918, droughts, 
hail and frost. Mrs. Peacock’s mother, Mrs. Lalor had come from Ontario 
in 1920 and tived with them and Will Lalor until her passing in 1924, 
Will Lalor then returned to Ontario in 1925, and due 0 ill health, Mr. 
Peacock sold his farm in 1929 to Jim Mossop. He then retired to Craig 
rmyle, where he remained until his passing in 1941. Our first neighbors 
were: Geisels, Helgesons, Porters, Torvigons, who owned the frst thresh 
ing outit, Pl Mark end Fixons, 









One day a gentleman called at the farm which eaused great hilarity. 
Someone told him a man lived at our farm (no name given) that had 
some “young peacocks,” and as he was interested in rare birds, he came 
to ingulee 








‘Mes. Christ Nylon 





MR. AND MRS. JOHN ROSIN, SR. 


John and Christena Rosin left their farm in Java, South Dakota end 
came to their homestead in the Hand Hills in 1909. ‘They brought with 
them six of their eight children and Fred Diegle, « son-in-law. Two 

ughters, Mrs, Lucy Hermen and Mis, Katie Menders stayed in South 
Dakota 











John and his sons, Fred and William, each filed on homesteads and 
pre-mptions giving them six quarters in a block, Later, Johnny Jr. bought 
4 half section of Hudson's Bay land just across the toad north 
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‘The family lost no time in getting up @ house, a barn, and eatle 
sheds, With three outfits of horses enough land was soon broken to pro- 
fdwce an ebundance of grain. Fooder steers were bought for fattening, 
fand the boys did a lot of freighting with teams and wagons 


With two girls sil single che family found themselves playing host 
to many young bachelors in the community. This led to a lot of Sunday 
Prenies with horseshoe, home racing and occasionally, a keg of beer was 
the contre of attraction. 


Carrie Rosin married Fred Diegle and they homestendad northwest 
of Crsigmyle. ‘They had sie children, Walter, Maciy, William, Elsi, 
Clarence and Robert. Mary and Harry Imler were married and_ home 
Steaded north of Della, Their familly consisted of: Alvina, George, Harold 
and Florence, William married Mary Jantz and their children were Ivan 
find George. Fred marred Julia Engel and their children were Ida, Elene, 
Edie and Doris, They lived here until 1924 when they moved to Oregon. 
Johnny marvied Carrie Ryley. They had two sons, Kenneth and Roland, 
nd one daughter. Lydia married Jack Grifith and lived at Lloydminster. 
They have two daughters, Violet and Verda. 











Mean Mes. John Resin 





MR. AND MRS. MIKE SULLIVAN AND MR. PAT SULLIVAN 


‘Two Trish brothers, Pat and Mike Sullivan, bomesteaded inthe 
Alpha area, Pat, an accomplished violinist, remained a bachelor, and made 
hhis home with the Mike Sollivan's, He suffered considerably when he vas 
frozen badly in « blizzard while walking home from Hanna 


Mike marred teacher from the vieinity around Stettler by the name 
cof Miss Harriet Ford. ‘They were both very active community workers. 
Mike was chairman of the school board, a councillor in the municipality 
and served a lengthy term as rosd construction foreman, By way of di 
‘Version he engaged tn harness racing, taking in all local shows such as 
Hand Hills, Hanns, ete. His love of horses was shored with his daughter, 
Julia, who’ has distinguished herself in the Riding and Roping Club 
centred around Endiang, Julla (Mrs. Ross Groundwater) has four child 
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ren, Patti and Billy Smith; Geraldine and Jimmy. Jean (deceased) (Mrs 
Fred Yungson), served with the women’s division of the Army in World 
War TI, Her children ste: Donna (Mrs, Bob Crowle) and Jimmy. Rita 
(Mrs. Donald), has one girl and one boy. ‘Their two sons, Allen and 
Ford, are both deceased. Allen was killed in action in Europe during 
World War TL Ford, who operated a bulk-gas delivery servicg, lost bis 
life as result of a highway accident. The loaded truck left the highway 
near the TIp-Top Service Station at Morrin, and burst into flames, Ford 
was grievously burned and was hospitalized in Drumheller for intensive 
care. Though many Hanna frlends volunteered for skin-graft donations, 
Ford succumbed to the shocking assault upon his system, He was matried 
to Margaret Black, of the Parr district. They had three children, George, 
Kethloen and Petrici, 




















MR. AND MI 





JOHN E, NIXON 


Mr. and Mrs. John E. Nixon came from North Dekota to. Chinook 
Jn 1911 where they homesteaded. They sold thelr holdings there and 
moved to the Alphe district in 1919. Mr. Nixon worked his quarter section 
there and spent a lot of time doing custom work such ss plowing and 
haying for other farmers to keep his family supplied with the necessities 
of life 





His daughter, Mrs. Mary Carmichael of Byemoor, relates her dad 
even tried making moonshine from a barley mash, like many of the 
neighbors were doing in order to supplement their income. She tells how 
early one morning the mixture fermented too fast and spilled out om the 
Kitchen floor. While they were cleaning it up, a rider rode up to thei 
gete. It was an old time friend (Long Dick) the local’ Mounty, who 
always stopped in for a cup of tea when he went by. Her aunt thought 
quickly and rushed out to greet him at the gate explaining they couldn't 
Invite him in as the mother was quite il, ‘The Mounty offered to ride 
for « dosior but was assured It was a chronie illness and would. pass, 
‘When he disappeared over the hill everyone heaved a sigh of reich end 
Mr. Nixon never made any more litt brew 











Mrs, Carmicheal remembers a prairie fie set by a neighbor boy who: 
was experimenting with cigarette, and also the keen disappointment she 
bad when they were wnable to attend the Hand Hills Stampede, 





‘The family moved to the Wren place east of Craigmyle in 1924 later 
to Byemoor and finelly to Hanna. Mr. Nixon died in’ 1968. Mrs. Nixon 
lives in the Lions Senior Ladies Home. The children who lived on the 
farm at Alpha are Ruby and Jim now living at Byemoor, Mary and 
John of Hanna, Glenn of Botha and Vern near Edmonton, Four ehildren 
were born after they left the Alpha distriet; Dave, now living at Byemoor, 
Harold at Edmonton end the twin girls, Alice in Calgary and Amy north 
of Craigmyle 





















MR. AND MRS. JAMES MOSsOP 


James Mossop came to Winnipeg from Cumberland, England in 1907 
and ‘came west in 1909 to homestead in the Delia distret where the 
temetery is tolay. His wife, the former Janet MeLauchlin, was a nt 
in Renirewshire, Scotland and nursed in Calgary for several years after 
arriving there in 1913, They were married in Delia in 1919 and moved 
fo the Branum farm one year later, In 1031 they moved to the Joe Kura 
farm to the house with the peaked roof, Ronald Fano claimed it would 
split a raindrop. Here they made their home for some thiryy years. 











‘Mra. Jim Mossop, Mrs. and Me. Pe 
iy Mowson 





Mrs Mossop at «windlass well 


Mis, Mossop says that although times were hard the events she 
remembers were happy ones, like her husband Jim singing. at Christmas 
‘concerts and Anchor Hanson singing “No matter how young a prune may 
be,” or coming home from the weekly card party at Georgetown with & 
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team and sleigh at 5 o'clock in the morning. ‘The butter and egg money 
at Christmas time was used 10 buy costumes, presents and treats for the 
festive season. Mrs. Rew put on a flower pageant and dressed all the 
children up like different blooms to pay for @ plano to replace the old 
organ 








Mr. Mossop, whose father and two brothers served in the ministry 
iin England, aitended church quite regularly all his life. When hh suffered 
his first heart attack his youngest daughter Mary took over the work of 
rrunning the farm. She could hook up a six horse outlit as fast as most 
men and was a first rate bundle heaver on Chris Teske's outfit. She 
married, Hubert Cole in 1946 and they now live in Craigmyle with thei 
to children, William and Janet. 








The two older children were twins, Betty and Bill, Betty married 
Albert Moench, a neighbor boy, and they now live with three of thei 
five children, Doug, Stan and Greg on thelr farm west of Hand Hill Lake. 
Don and Doreen are marred and reside in Calgary. Bill married Beetrice 
Poole of Nottingham, England in 193 while serving with the RCO.. 
‘They spent several years on the farm when they came to Caneda at the 
conclusion of the wat. Later they moved to Hanna where Bill has been 
Chief of Police since 1962, Bill served from 1939 till 1945 in the army 
and in 1967 recelved the centennial medal for his work with the militia, 
which he had served for eighteen years. They have two children, Jim 
serving in the Canadian Army stationed at New Brunswick and Evelyn 
at home, 











Mr. Jim Mossop died in Februery, 1948, one of the hardest winters 
in these parts. His wife lives in Hanna with Bill and Beatrice and can 
remember the exact dates of any important events in the family’ history 


MR. AND MRS, HERMAN BECKER 


Mr. and Mrs. Herman Becker and Bertha homesteaded in Alladin, 
Wyoming on a pine timber tract of land. They sold their homestead 
there in 1909, and along with their two children, Berthe and Minnie, and 
f brother of Herman's, Joe Becker, started for Alberta on May 8th with 
fone team hitched to a’ covered wagon and one pulling « democrat, 





On this trip, a small wood stove they carted, heated water for wesh: 
{ng and cooking. The oven on the stove worked exceptionally well for 
baking bread. A’ small table hinged on the back of the democrat made 
housekeeping an easy job, and they bought fresh eggs and meat from 
farmers along the rote. 








Going through Montana they had trouble finding water for thelr 
horses, and one of the beasts got them into trouble by jumping fences in 
search of the liguid. One farmer shot at him to save his dwindling pond 
of water, and another time it got into a vacant place that had poison 
water in the trough to discourage sheep herders {itiey were told). The 
hhorse was sick for several days but managed to survive without benefit 
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fof medicines which they hacl lost out of their democrat previously while 
fording a river 





When they reached Alberts, rains held them up for many days. These 
were the diffielt times as their tent had been torn by high winds and 
they were cooped up in the Wagon with very litle to do except wish for 
Gry weather. They staked thelr claim in the Alpha district and filed on 
the land in Stetler August 8th, exactly three months after leaving Wyom- 
ing. 

Lumber for the roof of a sod shack was hauled from Stetler end 
fn this shanty with one door end one window they made thelr home for 
several years. 

Joe Becker, « brother of Herman, lived on a homestead south of 


them for a shore while but left to visit in the States with his sister and 
never came back 











Bertha, the oldest gil in the family, married Jack, Thomes. They 
raised leven children. and lived at Brooks for several years, Bertha is 
‘how married to Ed Solberg and they live in Red Deer. 

Minnie married John Langevin and lives in Hanna. Their three 
children, Grace married Jim Shandera and lives in Innisfail, George Is 
living at Courtney, British Columbia end John in Red Deer. 

Tn 1930 Mr, and Mrs, Becker were divorosd. Some time leter Mr 
Becker married Matilda Grose and moved to the Peace River area whe 
they raised cleven children. Me. Becker died about 1955. Mrs, Becker 
‘moved to Calgary where she met and married Andy Chase 









MR. AND MRS. ANDY CHASE 


Mr. and Mrs. Chase were married in Calgary in 1932 and soon ater 
wards came 0 live on the Becker farm. ‘They had two hundred and fity 
Gollars and their trunks. The frst year they traded some hey for calves 
tnd in a few years had some cows and chickens to keep them in groceries. 
‘Andy did carpentry work around the neighborhood end did wood eary- 
ing in his spare time. He could make # very plausible tune using an 
ordinary band saw for an instrument. 








In 1957 they moved to Hanna where Mr. Chase continued his work 
with wood carving, and also made most of the furniture for thelr new 
hhome, In 1964 hhe died 95 the result of « fell from a scaffold on which 
hhe was working 

Mrs, Chase now lives alone and Keeps a small garden and @ tidy 
house, She remembers the thirties as painfully frugal years, but is proud 
of the fact they were completely free of debt when they came to Hanna 
in 1059, Her home is decorated with many beautiful wood carvings, and 
Tn the basement she has a miniature house’ that Andy made as a scale 
model of the house they had planned for the future. 
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BILL BECKER hemesteaded one helf mille south of brother Herman's 
farm in 1910 and in 1912 married Paddy Wiese of the Dowling Distt 





‘who was the fist teacher at Alpha school. They lived for a year or two 
in a sod shack and Paddy continued to teach. She drove a hose to school 
for a while hitched to a high wheeled racing cart and later a. buggy 
‘They moved to California where Mrs. Becker died a few years later. Mr 
Becker died recently, They are survived by several children, 

A brother, Otto, lived with Herman Becker for several years until 
hhe met with an untimely accident about 1918. He fell in front of « load 
of coal that he vas hauling from the eut banks, North West of Sheerness, 
fand the wagon wheel passed over his body, killing 











‘THE HARRY SAMS STORY 

Mr. end Mrs. Harry Sams homesteaded on the far eastern side of the 
Alpha District. They were excellent neighbours as Reinhold Rosin recalls, 
TThe Rosin homestead was just three quarters of a mile north of Sams’ and 
hhe made Srequent visits to see his friend Pete. Harry Sams kept a string of 
twelve mules which he used in his farming operations. Among his a 
‘complishments was his skill with a blacksnake which probably accounted 
for his reputation as a muleskinner, The hills on his homestead. were 50 
steep that in recent experiment Larry Resin threw the deep-tllage into 
the ground, and threw the tractor out of gear. It rolled down the bill 
frooly scattering rocks wildly Inte wake, The present owners, declare 
that the only successful way to farm thet land is with “mules.” Harry 
Sams also raced his mules, on carts, or ridden at the featured races of 
Hand Hills Stampede, 

Harry Sams was an excelent barber and contrary to mot early trades 
men he had two specialties, the “peeled onlon” and the “regular.” Per 
Tnaps as a carry-over from the above trade he entered another profession 
which was more lucrative. Harry and his sons, were expert sheep shearers 
tnd could very quickly make some extra pocket money at shearing time 
Harry's tecord time to shear a sheep was three minutes, 











The Sams' family were musically inclined, ‘Ted and Harry were 
violinists and Frances played the guitar. With Mr. Rosin on the accordion, 
many enjoyable jam sessions were held in their respective homes. ‘They 
played for school house and barn dances also, and their music i remem 
bere by other oldtimers in their stores. 


One of the greatest celebrations that Reinhold can recall was the 
three-day wedding festivities which took place when ‘Ted Sams married 
Mary Karg. All the neighbours showed up on Saturday to make flowers, 
prepare food, prepare the buggy shed for the dance and sample the wine 
for the reception. Sunday they arrived for the muptial ceremonies, leasted 
and continued the sampling operations, The dancing began at dusk in the 
buggy shed and continued through until dawn. Me. Rosin, one of the 
musicians played the accordion all night and the “green thumb” he was 
displaying the mext morning had nothing to do with gardening 
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The hills finaly got the best of Harry and about, 1925 they moved 
to Sheerness where they went into the sheep raising business. Later he 
Moved to Rochester, Athabasca where they have since resided 





“Their family is a follows: 
ed married Mary Karg. Their children are Harry, Bill, Jul 
Lawrence and Patrick, Most of them reside in the Athabasca ares 
Frances, married Andy Sinelair, and they live at Rochester with their 
iden, 





Pete is marred and has three daughters. 


Bob, also marred, had one child Sandra, Bob died « tragic death 
while digging a well, he was overcome by gos fumes. 


‘THE FRED FANO STORY 
‘soup 70 Don Bawepicr 

Fred and Kete Fano were bom in Roumanta and eame to Olds 

Canada in. 1909 with three children Rudolph, Berths, and Reinhold. 

Me_ Chis Teske’s father brought their wagon load of goods and one milk 

Cow out to theit homestead in the Hand Hill, They spent their frst 

GHimer n'a sod shack and got their flour and other staples from Castor. 








In 1911 when the railroad was going through to Hanna, Fred Fano 
got a job as straw bose under Mr. Harry Shoults. Mrs. Kate Fano and 
aughier Bertha cooked for a large erew, and Reinhold who was then 
five years old, ran errands for Harry. He remembers distinctly fetching 
rnatches, cigars and water up the hill to where Harry sat on the bank 
urveying the building of the road bed. One time, for a dime, he took « 
pick up a steep bank to dislodge a protruding stone, and when he fell 
there was a great amusement among the watching crew, 








Mrs. Fano later drove a team of oxen to Hanna each week to trade 
butter for groceries. One hot summer day, one mile west of Don Sinclair's 
farm, the oxen headed for a deep slough, Unable to turn them, Mrs. Fano 
steered them through. The wagon box floated all the way. The twenty 
pounds of butter was saved, along with the children who really enjoyed 
the diversion. 

When Reinhold was about fifteen years old, he traded sade horse 
to Bil Cooper for a motoreycle with carbide lights. One Christmas he and 
Bawve Kang, were returning from the Eszltown School Christmas party. As 
they went by the Neuberg German Congregational Church on the comer 
pear Fano’s farm, they couldn't help but remember Herman Becker’ 
tories about the ghosts that lived inthe graveyard a fev yards away. 
Sauddenly the coat Dave sat on blew into the wheel of the motoreycle and 
the resulting noise of a button drumming on the wire spokes confused 
Reinhold so bedly that he lost contol, spilling both riders. Dave lit on 
the other side of the fence right cose’ to a tombstone, and immediately 
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took off for Fano's farm one-half mile away. Reinhold, who was later noted 
for his footracing ability couldn't catch him until they were near home. 
Dave was intensely relieved when he found out Reinhold was not « ghost, 
leven though his face had an eerie light 


One year later Reinhold and his brother Rudolph were sailing home 
from Rocky Hill Christmas party, on the same motorcycle, but without 

ts. In a coulee they ran into a large herd of Jim Kinninimonth’s cows 
that had bedded down on the trail. They appeared to have horns measur 
‘ng’ about six feet from tip to tp, and they mere so excited at the sudden 
interruption, that they were ready ta fight their "molesters" Reinhold feels 
they got out of a real predicament by each getting a cow by the tail and 
letting the cows drag thom through the herd to safety. The 2 
demolished by the cows, but Reinhold claims the horse 
‘was not much good ether 


‘The children of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fano Sr. are: 
Bertha — Mrs. Lous Zimbrick 








Rudolph owned «rooming house in Hanna, and also. managed 
Laughlin’s garage. He has five sons, Dave, Albert, Bill, Fred, and Ivan; 
and two daughters, Mary (Mrs. Raswick) of Calgary, and Kati. 


[Reinhold moved to the Yoder place in the Rockyhill Distrit in June 
of 1946, Here they made their home until 1960 when they moved to thelr 
present home in Hanna. Their family consists of one son, Bill, aso of 
Hanna; Iris, (Mrs. Harvey Faechner), Craigmyle who hes three sons 
‘Tyrone, Clayton, and Randolph; Pauline (Mrs. Welter Engel), Bowden 
has three daughiers, Judy, Beverley and Lynnic 

Gladys (Mrs. Joe Sickle), Brooks, has two children, Wanda end Terry 
Jobn Pask. 








MR. AND MRS. HENRY McAULIFFE 
ar Hazen McAvuere 


Henry and 1 were among the trainload of settlers from Colorado 
who arrived in Bassano in March of 1914. We lived at Gem for three 
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years, (In a recent publication “The Making of a Nation,” there is « 
Yieare of that trainload of settlers. Henry is holding our bebe, Katherine, 
fn his shoulders.) 

In March of 1917, we arrived in the Alpha district with our three 
children, Katherine, Dorothy May, and Tom. Our daughter ‘Thelma was 
fon tn 1918, We purchased the James Craig homestead and farmed there 
for thiry years, In 1947 we moved to Hann, and the following May 
(1048) Henry passed away. Since our arrival here we have left thirty- 
seven heirs for Albert 








We hed very fine friends in the Alpha district, Our firs callers on the 
farm were Mr. and Mrs. Coulson, Sr and our first dinner “out” was at 
Mr and Mrz, Ed Nelson's, All the neighbours were very co-operative 
in school and social activities, Those were the good old days. 





MR. AND MRS. FRED BROWN 


‘The Brown's came to the Alpha district from Vulean, Me. Brown 

xi a large engine which he used in the operation of his massive plowing 
fand threshing equipment, He was very inventive and had a water-works 
{stem installed in his home at a time when such conveniences were al 
ost undreamed of. The Rew boys recall that ic had an automatic switeh 
UO devioe based on a very simple principle Involving a tomato can, which 
Still fascinates them, nonetheless, On the cultural side, Mr. Brown painted 
in ofls and If no other surface was available painted directly on the walls, 





‘The Browns are remembered as marvelously generous neighbours 
cconomically thrifty end amazingly resourceful. In 1917, they hed an 
arly model touring car which had some very unpredictable, cantankerous 
habits which they fondly dubbed “The Bugger!” proving that they also 
hhad a sense of humour, They had one daughter, Betty, whom one young 
twin declares to have been the prettiest girl who ever attended Alpha 
School. They migrated to the States and thelr property was purchased 
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MR. AND MRS, EDWARD NELSON 


Mr, Nelson was born in Oystese, Hardanger, Norway in 1884. About 
fifteen years later he left his parents and ten brothers and sisters, and 
went to work on a freighter. For several years after that he worked on 
ships that sailed to many parts of the world. He was shipwrecked in the 
North Sea and he and another lad managed to cling to the rocks all night, 
‘until a rescue ship arrived in the morning; the two were the only survivors. 
He spent some time at Aberdeen, Washington, working in the lumbering 
trade, 


(On April 1, 1909, Ed came to Alberta as far as Nevis, He walked 
to the Content stopping house where he met Mr. Trenneman and the 
Byers Brothers who had file blind on land west of Bob Congdon’s Store. 
He rode to Stetler with these new friends and on out to the Hand Hills 
where he located « suitable homestead one mile east of the present 
Norman Nelson farm. He filed on his land on the tenth of April, 1908 
land. soon got a job at Dorothy with a Mr. Percy MeBenth, hauling the 

from Hand Hills, Lawsonburg and Dorothy to Gleichen and back 
in. This tip took him five days to complete and he always stayed 
‘overnight on both trips at the Lawson's who lived in the Wintering Hills. 
He arrived at the Hand Hills Post Office about four P.M, every Friday. 
The fence was usually lined with saddle horses, whose owners had come 
for the mail and a few supplies at the store. Ed would go to the home 
stead then and return on Sunday evening to pick up the mall and begin 
the mail route all over again, 


In 1914 Ed married Ethel Wright of Innisfell and the homestead 
began to blossom. Three children were born: Berthe, Norman and Eric: 
‘One event that Ed liked to tell concerned a horse that fell down their well. 
Bd went down to secure a rope on the animal in hopes of lifting It out 
but was knocked unconscious by the horse threshing around. He finally 
hhad to shoot it and leave ic there; probably one of the few horses that ever 
got a burial some 30 feet or more beneath the ground, 




















In 1909 the family moved to the farm Just east of Cralgmyle where 
they built up a fine farmstead. Ed was active in many farm orgentzations. 
He, along with Jock Sutherland, helped to form the Farm Supply Co-op 
that has many outlets in Alberta, and was the local delegate to the Alberta 
Wheat Pool for around thirteen years starting In 1940, His son, Norman, 
has been the local delegate for the past ton years. Ed was a councillor 
‘and reeve of the Lambion Municipality before the Special Areas was 
formed, end also a very active Mason. He was a district deputy for one 
teem of office and generally « very active community-minded man, 


Mrs. Ethel Nelson died in 1946, and thelr son Eve, after many yenrs 
of llnes, died at the age of forty in 1963, 


Norman, the oldest son, married Irene Hoover of Delia in 1948 and 
after living on the home farm for a short while moved to the Brown farm, 
fone mile east where they have resided ever since. 
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Irene was a school teacher who had taught at Arethuse School, near 
Buffalo at Farrel Lake north of Delia, and Hillsgreen near Morrin. They 
Pane ec children, Deanna is attending university in Calgery, Judy plans 
paws nursing career, Garry is living at home, Kevin and Jane are attending 
el at Eber and Wendy fsa pre-schooler. ‘Their specious home echoes 
swith happy family activities. 

Ed Nelson's daughter, Bertha, was a school teacher who taught school 
at Alpha and Elmer; she married John Dmytruk of Delis and they live 
At Lyndberg where John manages a salt plant. They have two children: 
Gayle, who married in Edmonton to Kyle Guniss and Kieth, who is 
attending university in Edmonton. 












Mr, Ba Nelson was born Ed Nelson Vie and changed his name to 
Bd Nelson after coming to Canada, A brother John Vie came from Norway 
shout 1896 to operate creamery at Heartshorn, Alberta. His wife came 
jn 1928 and alter quitting the creamery they lived with Ed Nelson for 
Bome time, Later they moved to Peace River where Mrs. Vie contracted 
eluntile Paralysis and died, Their two children came back to live with 
The Nelsons tll they finished their schooling, Norman Vie entered the 
Ui force and later became an accountant for a large pulp mill at Prince 
George, Brith Columbia, He is married and has three children, The 
fii Beret, bocame a teacher, and is now married to Charlie Cutler, « 
re bred Herelord brecder at Lacombe. They have four children, ewo girls 
land two boys. 








(Me, and Mia. E4 Nelson and thar children, Norman, Bertha and ric (infront) 
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Mr, Ed Nelson martied Elizabeth Smith in 1948. He was actively 
engaged in farming until they retired and moved to Drumheller in 1964 
He died in 1965 and his wife passed away one year later. 


MR. MERVIN FREDERICK REW 


Mr, Mervin Frederick Rew was born in Cullompton, Devonshire, 
England, in 1882, His family later moved to the nearby city of Exeter 
where he apprenticed as « carver in wood and stone. As he.beceme pro 
Ficient in his trade he carved frescoes, or repaired masterpleces which bad 
been carved centuries earlier in many famous cathedrals. Among those 
in which he wrought his trade was Exeter Cathedral and his nephews 
recall an interesting incident their unele related in connection with his 
labour in this famous edifice, Legends had it that Oliver Cromwell, while 
con one of his militiry forays had used the cathedral to house his cavalry 
troops and their horses and even allowed the men to hold musket practice 
therein, Mr, Rew rectlls that the workers, himsell included, dug musket 
balls out of the carved Gothie interior superstructure when they were 
repairing this Cathedeal which had its origin in the days of the Norman 
conquest 





Mervin was the youngest of three brothers, the elder ones being 
Reginald and Charles, but was the first to leave his homeland and come 
to Canada, In 1908 he took up residence at MacLeen, a small town In the 
Qu'Appelle Valley in Saskatchewan, where he worked as a farm hand for 
two years, (It may be of special interest here to mention that his eldest 
Ibrother, Reginald, became mayor of the city of Exeter In 1933, and slso 
{n 1987 and "38, and was deputy mayor for an extended period thereafter.) 


In 1910 he took out « homesteed south of Youngsiown bat when he 
arrived it was occupied and heaving of the Hand Hills area being opened 
up he filed blind on a homestead on the NY-33-20-16-4. His frst home 
‘was a tent eight feet by ten which he soon supported by four wooden 
Walls to which later @ roof was added and the tent was dismantled. As 
this abode developed it became a model of modern space saving eficency 
and convenience. From the vantage point of the bed one could easly 
reach the redio, the phone, the phonograph, the book shelves, newspaper 
tack and perform a number of operations such as shaking or refueling 

‘stove, or getting « drink of water, This compact unit became lis perm: 
nent abode. 











‘Mr, Rew was a perfectionist in relation to his farming standards. He 
ralsed Clydesdale horses from superb stock, and doted on ther preservation 
fs other men did their families, A fine stable graced the barnyard, a fiting 
hhaven for such splendid equine stock. Weekly, a team was hitched to the 
buggy to make the regular trip to Craigmyle for supplies but never, 
NEVER were they allowed to tot. Oats were grown year after year to 
provide seed for the neighbouring farmers. Reinhold Rosin recollect: 
calling at Mr, Rew’s to buy seod oats at a time when he had completed 





cleaning five hundred bushels for sale. Mr, Rew was in a state of great 
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agitation. He had just discovered a kemel of wild oats in 
TET find one more kernel of wild oats” he told Reinhold, 
condemn the whole lot.” 


He was a great preserver of artifacts. In 1962, at the Hanna Jubilee, 
Ken Rew, his nephew, mounted and displayed MP's walking plow with 
which he had first broken the prairie sod, still in good shape — still a 
prized possession. 


Mr. Rew was also a connoisseur of food. He kept a well-stocked larder 
of canned goods, bought freh pies, rolls, and cakes weekly and enjoyed 
serving them to his stooker, stackers or just partaking of them himself 
His sister-in-law, Mrs. C. Rew, often teased him about his “haystack lke” 
pile of cans and thought they would make a sultable monument. Mr. Rew 
passed away in September 1964, leaving his nephews to administer his 
Szcable estate, 








MR. AND MRS. CHARLIE. RE 





Mr. Charles Rew was born at Cullompton, Devonshire, England, on 
December 21, 1880, and moved with his family to the city of Exeter where 
he apprenticed Into the merehandizing business under Mark Rowe and 
Sons, Limited. This was a large house furnishers company comprised of 
thirty showrooms and Mr, Rew became the manager of the carpeting and 
fabric department during his tenure with this establishment prior to 
World War 1 


However, Mr. Rew had a very strong inclination toward all things 
nilitary and spent his vacations in attendance at military training camps. 
In 1900, he was chasen as one of twelve from one hundred end eleven 
volunteers from the city of Exeter to form a part of a large contingent 
which went to Australia thet year for the opening of the Australian Par- 
Tament when that country became a member of the Bridsh Common: 
wealth, They sailed aboard the Brittani, with the initial trip taking forty 
days. Enroute, stops were made at Gibraltar, Malta, Suez Aden and 
Colombo. This tour included an extended tour of New Zeeland and 
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voluminous coverage was given the tour by the British press. Sic and one- 
half months clapsed before their retarn to England, 


In 1908, Mr, Rew married Marguerite Strong and they made thelr 
hhome in Exeter. Theit son, Kenneth, was born there, while Leslie and 
Kathleen were born at Abbotskerswel. In 1914, Mr. Rew joined the British 
‘Wessex Signals which corpe was later changed to the Royal Engincers. He 
served throughout the duration, emerging as a sergeant-major. He con- 
tinued his military alfiliaions following the armistice and received the 
posting of a warrant officer shortly before leaving for Canada in 1924, 


In. April of 1924, the Rew family arrived in Winnipeg where they 
made their home with an aunt. After « short stay Mr, Rew came to Craig 
myle to his brother, Mervin, where he made the purchase of the Omindeson 
Olafson farm, buying the machinery, horses, cattle and all — lock, stock 
tnd barrel, Then he sent for his family to join him. The boys recall that 
Mer. Fred Brown came with their father to meet the train which arrived 
at the unearthly hour of four am. They recall that among their worldly 
possessions were three tame rabbits which they had persuaded their mother 
fo let them bring from Winnipeg. ‘They were scarcely prepared for the 
‘wonderful reception that Mrs. Brown had prepared for thelr welcome. 
Despite the early hour Ken reealls that laden table with almost reverent 
fawe. Every imaginable bounty graced it and, since the children were all 
So excited they could scarcely eat a morsel, ‘Mrs. Rew felt compelled to 
feat far more than was her custom to show the family’s appreciation 




















‘That first harvest was a real tral to folks used to elty life, The old 
machinery was nearly wor out end the knotier on the binder refused to 
tie. Ken and Les swear that they tied all the south fleld by handl Finally 
the bearings went out of the bull wheel and Me. Rew drove off Craig 
mle to get the necessary repairs. Tt was late when he returned to find 
his family terrified by a strange eerie wall, It was the following day 
before Mr. John Edwards told them they had heard thelr fist coyote 


Me. Rew is ssid to be the last man in this area to drive « horse and 
buggy to Craigmyle. He never drove a car, nor ever started a pump engine, 
seeming to have an abject perversion to the Infernal things. At heart he 
‘was a military man and his sons wonder how he-ever left ¢ calling for 
whieh he seemed to be s0 ideally sted, His Khaki uniforms, with which 
hae was loathe to part, caressed his shoulders lke @ robe does a monarch, 
Mr. Rew passed away suddenly on January 20, 1958. 





Mrs, Rew was well-trained in the cultural arts and gave music 
lesions to many young ladies around the distri, Among those she taught 
were Marguerite Lomas; Phyllis, Loma and Shirley Stevenson; Betty Read: 
Jean Robson: Bertha Nelson, Edna Milligan and Edith and Lily Snyder. 
‘She excelled im painting in oils on satin and gave Irma Nelner lessons in 
this craft, Decorating wedding cakes was another skill she developed and 
her services were much in demand. Her joviality and frank wit endeared 
her to her friends in Craigmyle and the Hand Hil 
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In the fall of 1961, Mrs. Rew left to make her home in Calgary. At 
the present time she Is & patient in the Crossbow Ausiliary Hospital 





‘Their children are: Kenneth, who married Betty Read, lives on the 
hhome place with their children, John and Linda. Leslie married Isobel 
Brown and they live on the Scotty Edwards farm. They have two children, 
Reginald and Eileen. Kathleen married Albert Mills. They make their 
home at DeWinton with their two sons, Michael and Paul. They have a 
very engrossing family hobby — the raising of Morgan horses, 





Me, and Ma. Chto Rew 


JOHN C, SINCLAIR STORY 
ar J.C, Sivctanm oF Hana 


My brother, Donald Sinclair, and 1 came out to this country in 
March of I91l from Caithnesshire, Scotland and landed in Stettler. We 
got jobs on: bridge building work for the C.N.R. which was putting the 
Foad through to the Brezeau Coal Mines. All we had was Old Country 
Gothing, Thank God we had good Seoteh-blood ar we would have frozen 
to death, sleeping intents 

T went to Calgary in 1913, got work with Cunningham Electric. 1 
joined the army in the spring of 1916 and came back wounded in 1918. 
T worked for Wilkenson Electric. Afterwards T married in 1919, bought 
‘farm, through the Soldiers Setlement Board from Mi. R. Noble, seven 
Iniles south of Craigmyle, In 1820, the crop was good but in 1921, it was 
dry, T had a box on the side of the binder to catch the heads and the short 
Straw, 1922 and 1023 were good years but wheat went down in price and 
Stayed down, which Kept all the farmers broke, Threshing wages were 
fwworlity & day for man and team, We worked from seven am. to nine 
pm. All farmers were on the erew. Each wanted to get their threshing 
fone We did not have any money and how we got along I stil don’t 
now. However, we all had fun in the winter, with Christmas School 
‘Concerts, house parties, and. always lots to eat. I kept a good fast team t0 
travel with to the dances at Hand Hills Lake and Georgetown school with 
1 good sleigh and hot rocks to keep our feet warm. Our only holiday then 
fwar the Hand Hilly Stempede and Cralgmyle on Saturday night. AIL the 
horses were tied to the hitching post in front of the stores, There were 
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lots of flies but no one seemed to die from their effects. There were some 
‘wonderful people on the praites in those times, Their doors were always 
open and everyone made welcome. Lots of these have passed on, “God 
rest their souls.” 








Our first radio was what was called « crystal set, Some times we 
0 the station but often nothing happened. We had to do a lot of dialing 
which kept us interesed, Each had an ear phone to use. Next we got a 
bor radio which was alright; the speaker was a large horn, but it would 
squeal It your body got too close. ‘This was  grest pastime in the long 
winter nights. South of Craigmyle is stil our home, we love to drive out 
and sit on the top of the Sinclair hill and live over again the hard and 
{ood times we had and the good friends we made. 





We were blessod with three ebildren. Our daughter Jean, Is married 
and has two sons, she now lives in Edmonton, Mac is married and has 
‘one son and one daughter. He is living in Delia where he owns a grocery 
business. Glen is married and has one daughter and lives in Calgary. 
We left Craigmyle in 1982, to live in Delia where I worked for the Alberta 
Wheat Pool as an egent till 1938, when I was transfered to Hanna, 
retired In 1956, in August of that yen 





‘As we have been unable to make contact with many early setlers, 
the following are a few random incidents relating to Alpha residents which 
bear remembrance here, 

‘The JOE KURA family lived in the peaked-roof house south of Alpha. 
‘This was a very large family, one of whom, Elle, was adopted by the 
Dave Thumlert family in the Elmer District. Mr. Kura had talent for 
story telling, using such vivid phraseology, gestures and sound effects chat 
the young were fascineted by his ability. Te was not uncommon for him 
to tall stores all through the night until breakfast when on a visit to his 
neighbours. 

“SCOTTY” EDWARDS was « true Scot and probably the only res 
dent of the ares who was an accomplished performer on the bagpipes. Alpha 
students recall following him eround the schoolyard to the haunting skirl, 
othe pipes. He was a dashing figure in his kilt and sporran, and often, 
‘entertained at programs in the Cealgmyle Hal, 

LOCKWOOD was « cattleman who lived on the northeastern bound- 
ary of Alphe. His exile pastured on the Bullpound Flats which at thet time 
were called the Lockwood Flats. He sold out to the family of Bill Evans, 
whose children Campbell, Hezel and Lotte attended Alpha School. 

An interesting resident family, Mr. and Mrs. GIESEL, lived for a while 
just south of the correction line with their two daughters, The whole 
family had been trained as stage actors and actresses and must have 
found life on a homestead a teying experience indeed. ‘The venture did 
not last long and they moved on, probably hack to a profession to which 
they felt beter suited, 
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‘The CHRIS NYHEIMS also lived on the northeast portion of Alpha 
They had two grown sons, Alfred and Paul, who homesteaded in their 
own rights, Mrs. Nyheim was a midwife whose services were a solace 
{o her pioneer neighbours, Alfred owned and operated a steam engine and 
f breaking plow and did some custom work with this outfit which seemed 
‘massive at that time. 


‘Many recall a lady settler by the name of MISS WILLIAMS who home- 
steaded just north of the Ferdinand Fano holdings. Her brother came to 
help her fulfil their obligations of “proving up,” and they then sold thelr 
holdings for a profit and left the area. 


“The SCHNEIDER family lived just west of Alpha proper, The elder 
‘members, Robert, Rudolph, Edith and Lily, attended Alphs Schoo! before 
2 school was established at Georgetown. All the Schneiders were devoutly 
Teligious and Robert and Rudolph both served in the ministry, while Frieda 
twas # missionary to Aiea, Robert is now in the Northwest ‘Territories. 

‘A Mennonite family by the name of PETERS lived for « year or two 
‘on the Chris Sauer homestead. Three children attended school and were 
terrified at regular classroom procedures, pertilly due to the language 
barrier, but mostly because of shattering experiences they had suffered 
tinder the Bolshevik regime in Russia, ‘The teacher, Miss Cox, showed 
‘originality end initiative in her efforts to communicate with them and 
reduce thei fea. 

"The McLAUGHILINS lived on the Sauer homestead also, and left soon 
after one of their children met tragic death by drowning in the ereck. 

‘The ALEC MERSLACKS lived south of Ken Rew's. Their two pretty 
eughters, Olga and Irene, were very popular with the young. people in 
the area. They kad one son, Reginald, When they left they moved to 
Milner, British Columbia, although Olga ts believed to have married « 
‘young chap from west of Delia, 


MR. AND MRS. JACOB RAESSLER 
ny Winuaxe Rassstn 
Jacob and Maria Magdaling Racssler came to North Dakota, US.A. 


with their family of four, Tilly, Adolpb, Gottleb and Elsie in 1908 from 
Bessarabia, 


‘They moved to the Spondin-Coronation aren in 1909 and stayed 
there for nine months. They then took up # homestead seven miles south 
of Watts on the north half of section seven in township thirty, range 
fiten and built a house of sod on the north west quarter of their land. 


1 remember dad saying It was « one room house and they slept on 
the dire floor on straw and blankets, before that they had slept under 
the wagon. There wasn't much 10 eat for some tlme but potstoes and 
milk, and their drinking water came from a hole dug beside a slough. 


























‘They broke their land with a walking plow using one horse and one ox; 
and they #lso hauled lumber from Castor using the same mixed outfit, 



































In approximately 1916 they built the mud house that is still standing, 
Dad drove the horses that mised the mud and they had to put burlap 
stockings on them to keep thelr feet from becoming sore. 


Seven more children were born: Clara, Emma, Hilda, Eddie, Fred, 
Malita and Elmer. Mr. Jacob Raessler died in July of 1928 at the age of 
49 years, His wife Maria died February 18th, 1968 at the age of eighty-six. 


Adolph attended Rocky Hill school to rade four, On April 12th, 
1928 he married Louise Poppke. They bought a farm formerly owned by 
Fred Rosin, namely the east half of section 23-90-15 W4. They lived there 
for two years, then moved hack to his dad's place which he rented for 
seven years at that time they moved back to their own place and stayed 
therefor four years. 


Dad owned e Model A Ford car and a 15-30 LHC. tractor which 
Ihe bought from Herb McKee about 1935 and also © hammermill made by 
Chis Teske which is still in use. In his early years he worked om the 
railroad when It came through and also helped build the Seymour Hotel, 


He bought the west half and the north east quarter of 26-30-15 from 
Bill Reeves of Delia. He started a new farm there where he lived until 
1961 when he retired to Hanna, Mr. and Mrs, Reestler hed three children: 
William of Deli, Edwin of Calgary and Ella (Mrs. Pat Flynn) of Ferin 
tosh, 











Adolph passed away in Hanna on September second, 1966. 


MR. AND MRS. DAVID KARG, SR. 


Mr. and Mis. David Karg, Sr. of Kresnuka, Saratov, South Russia, 
‘migrated to Canada with thelr four eldest children, David, Mary, Annie 
and Henry in 1917, They lived at several locations including. working 
for Simon Ricch in 1917, moving to the Bullpound District near his 
brother, Charles, spent five years on the Let Miller place, renting the 
John Rosin farm for a time and then buying the Bill Resin place in the 
Alpha District in 1924, Another son, Jack, was born in Alberta 


‘Their daughters married into two families who migrated into the 
Athabaska tersitory, centred around Rochester, Mary, married Ted. Sams 
and they have four sons: Harry, on the farm, Bill, trucker, Patrick, a } 
tuansport driver, and Lavweence of Edmonton. One daughter, Jali, is now 

Mrs, Kristanson, of Dapp. Annie, married Herbert Coulson. They also 
make their home at Rochester. They have swo daughters, Beatrice (Mrs 
Rains), of Pibvock and Marian, (Mrs. Cunningham) of Calgary. Dave 
(Gee the David Karg, Jt. sory). Henry married Jacobina Moench, They 
have one son, Leslie who is principal at Munson School. Jack, married 
Auguste. Shandere, ‘Their children’ are Wanda (Mrs. David Nellson), 
Wendy (Mrs. Rober: Lee), John, Shella and Lenore 
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Mrs, Karg passed away in 1928 leaving Mr. Karg with the respons 
bility of rearing his two youngest sons. Among Grandad Karg’s culinary 
accomplishments was his ability to bake fine textured bread. He had @ 
Special mixing. trough constructed of hardwood and an average baking 
produced from ten to fourteen loaves of bread. In 1947 Mr. Karg moved 0 
Hanna leaving his son, Jack, on the home farm. Mr, Karg passed away 
in 1962 following a prolonged ines. 








Fred Rasin and Emelia Shaelfer were matrcd in 1990 and made their 
home on his father’s homestead, where he farmed until 1940, At that 
time he took a positon with the C.N.R. at Hanna, After being treated for 






Conventions! pioneer clothing worn by Albert, Freddy and 
‘vine Roem 


a spinal ailment, he did carpenter work until recently. He is now employed 
fat the Hanna filtering plant. Their nine childeen, Leota, Esther, Alvina 
Herbert, Benjamin, David, Doris, Barbara and Robert, sre all’ married 
except Robert. They have all made their homes in Northern Alberta and 
Brush Columbia 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN GROSS 
ay Anse Gross 


John and Emilie Gross were born in Gnadenfeld, Roumania, and were 
‘also married there. They lived in a village and ralsed a very good fruit 
tgarden and produced one of the best wines. A glass of wine before break- 
fast in the Old Country was very healthful. The farming was done out 
of the village where large corn fields were hoed by hand by the family, 








‘The Gross's were blessed with six children, but saddened by the 
death of two of them when the Influenza epidemic passed 


Alter the oldest son Gotlieb seeved his time in the Army, and martied 
Rosia Bridemier; the entire Gross family decided to come to Canada before 
Robert and Emil had to serve thelr time, Life in the Army over there 
was very hard 











‘They boarded the ship Penland, sailed to France, England, and on 
to Canada, landing at Hallfax on November twenty-cighth, 1927. From 
there they came by train to Hanna where they were met by Dan Siewert, 
‘brother-in-law. On the way home, the snow was so deep the sleigh over- 
turned, dumping them all into the snow. By this time they were consider- 
Ing turing back az the cold weather was nearly unbearable to them. 
After spending a few days at the Siewert farm, they moved onto the 
Bernard Galster, Sr. place for the winter. The boys did a lot of skating 
there. They purchased the John Rosin farm and thls was their new home 
Gottlieb and Rosia purchased the old August Quashnick farm one mile to 
the ett 











Some machinery and a few cows and horses were bought and farming 
in a different way began. As there was no creamery at that time, Mother 
Gross churned butter and ttaded it for groceries, as did many other 
farmers, Mrs. Gross also did a lot of knitting end fancy needlework. Most 
of the business was done at Craigmyle, which was also the nearest grain 


Robert and Emil went out to work and told of many experiences on 
the fright trains. Many times during harvest they hed to sleep In chicken 
oops as there were no bunkhouses then. ‘They remember the misery of 
ccacken lie 





‘The “hungry thirties" hit the Gross family hard. ‘There was a lot 
‘of work to he done, more land was broke, and rocks were picked. How 
fever, on Sundays they always attended St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 





Herman Becker was the first man 19 do their threshing, Mathilda, 
Gross’ daughter, was employsd at Becker's for a while; and in 1930 she 
fand Herman were married, ‘They moved to Fort St John by track, railing 
horses and cattle. They had eight children, Herman lost his life when 
his tractor overtumed and planed him beneath it 
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Goutlieb and Rosia had four sons. They moved nine miles north of 
raigmyle where they still reside with one of thelr boys. 


Emil married Mary Storz In 1935, and they lived with his parents 
for three years as Mother Gross wasn't well, due to a hard fall, She pasted 
away in the Hanna Hospital atthe age of fifty-seven years. Emil left the 
farm end moved into Hanna with his wife and two sons. He joined the 
‘Army in 1940 and served overseas till 1946, When he returned he got a 
job with the C.N.R. where he is stil employed. 


Robert marriod Annie Bertsch In 1937. ‘They farmed the Fowler place 
on the highway, and leter moved onto the Gross farm. Father Gross 
lived with them for four years and did some farming. He then spent two 
years with Gottlieb. He retired in Hanna where he lived tll he died in 
Sepeember of 1951 at the age of seventy-four. Both Me, and Mrs. John 
Gross are buried at St. Paul's Lutheran ‘Church, as is their son, Robert, 
who passed away in February of 1968, 


ROBERT AND ANNIE GROSS 
ay Ann Burrscit Gross 


Robert came 10 Canada from Bessarabia, Rowmania, in 1927, at the 
age of seventeen, with his parents, two brothers, and a sister. Me. John 
Gross bought the old John Rosin homestead, where the family resided. 
Later, Robert worked in the Sheerness coal mine, and also worked under 
Frod Gao: building the first Number Nine Highway. For many seasons 
he served as a hired hand for some of the frst homesteaders such as: Dan 
Siewert, Bill end Leonard Moench and Dave ‘Thumler, as well as stacking 
bundles for a while for my Dad. 


We were married in 1937 in his father's home by the Reverend 
Barron, end moved onto the Fowler place on Number Nine Highway 
where we started farming with horses, a few cows, three sheep, as well 
as some machinery which included a good wagon and buggy. Here we 
resided for three years. We then moved to Father Gross farm, upon his 
request, as he was alone now. We had a car for transportation at this time, 
and two children, Robert operated # van route 10 the Elmer School the 
year before our children started to school using his own ear, but in the 
winter he had to use horses on a sleigh with « heater in it to keep the 
children warm. A few years later he purchased a van. By this ime, Alpha 
School was no longer here, so our children started at the old Elmer 
School. (Six of our children have been taught by Mrs. Phyllis MeDonsld,) 
Aer sx yeas of van diving, Robert gave Ie up and Dave Kary beam 








Fifteen years later we moved to the Dan Siewert place with our she 
children, which soon increased to seven, 


Down through the years we wore always Interested In community 
affairs but we especially’ liked our associations as EULA, members. In 
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the membership drive of 1964, Robert won a tour to Vancouver, Seattle 
land Portland. T accompanied him on this enjoyable trip. Another pastime 
‘we both enjoyed was baseball and every summer we followed the Hand 
Hilts! games, 

Alter ten years on the Siewert place we moved to the village of Craig 
ryle, where we bought a house. We do our farming from the village as 
we sll have the farm and cattle to tend, 


Our family consists of: Shirley (Mrs. John Jaguar), of Calgary. They 
hhave one daughter, Jan. Leslie, martied to Beverly Neiswander, of Stettler, 
rnow mike their honte In Hanna, Their children are Brent, Brenda, Bonnie 
land Bobbie. Darlene (Ms. Ray Eklund), of High Level, Alberta, has two 
thildren, Laurie Anne and Darrel, Roger of Drumheller, and Erie, Lyle 
fand Parry at home 


(Paitor’s Note: Bob, Annie and their family at home all shared 
‘common enjoyment — curling, It was a great shock to the family and 
community when Bob passed away suddenly while curling his first gam 
fn the 1968 Craigmyle bonsplel. ‘The strangest part of all was that the 
team he started out with won the trophy and the oflcials of the Craig 
rmyle Curling Club had Bob's name engraved on the trophy as a final 
‘memorium.) 


























MR, AND MRS. THEO NELNER 


Mr, and Mrs, Theo Nelner moved into the Alphe District in February 
of 1926, and took up residence on a farm recently vacated by a Mennonite 
family called Peters The barn had burnt down shordy before Peters’ let 
so a series of sheds served Nelner’s as a barn. ‘They moved a house in 
from the Dorothy district owned by « “Johnson” or “Anderson.” Follow 
ing thelr move to Calgity in 1951, this home was purchased by Albert 
Moench and has since been converted into e modem farm home. Mr. 
Nelnee’s mother lived with them for pwelve and one-half years wnt her 
death in 1943, She was buried in the Hand Hills Baptist cemetery 








Neiners vividly recall the garbage fire set by thelr children which 
‘was carted by a fresh upspringing wind into an old straw butt. Soon it 
Twas out of control and burned the garage, ear, some granaries and a 
tle shed. Following this tragedy they purchased the old Branum barn 

‘Theie six children are all living. Edwin of Kalispell, Montana is @ 
ental lab technician; Irma makes her home with her parents and is a 
fccretary; George is. Baptist minister at Olds; Stanley is refrigeration 
texpert_in Calgary; Doris (Mrs, Don Comfort) Is a teacher in Calgerys 
Tene (Mrs. Bill Konert) lives in Vancouver. 











MR. AND MRS. RUDOLPH GUTCHE 


Mr. and Mrs, Rudolph Gutche had two residences in the Hand Hills 
area, In 1929 and 1830 they lived on the Ea Nelson place on the correction 
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Tine, From there they moved south of Hanna for three years and in 1933, 
tnoved 10 the Jock Sinclar place in the Alpha District. They lived there 
for eight years. During this time their four year old son, Willie, died 
from a ruptured appendix. 





They lived south of Watts for four years, then moved to Endiang in 
1946. In’1959 they retired to Hasmna and finally moved to Calgary in 1966, 

Their two sons, Herb and Art, both married, farm in the Endiang 
Asti. 





Among their Hand Hil’ memories the suffering of the hungry 
thirties is-predominant, while the Hand Hills neighbors remember Mr. 
Guiehe's tenor voice in church 





R.A, McCULLOUGH FAMILY 
sy Myneaner (McCuniouct) Kinky 


Bob McCullough was one of a family of eight brothers end two 
sistees who came Irom Ontario in the early part of the century to High 
River, Afier working at several ranches in that area, Bob homesteaded 
In the Lone Butte District in 1910, In, 1915 Hettie Blois, a nurse and 
member of a pioneer family settled at Sheerness, married Bob and joined 
him on the Homestead. ‘They were active in all community affairs end 
Mis, McCullough’s nursing ability was tested by the community on many 
‘ocasions. In. 1826 the family with their two daughters and son moved 
to the Delia District. After several years (approximately 1982) they moved 
to the Craigmyle District and lived on the Jock Sinclair farm in the Alpha 
District, 














Bob and Mis. McCullough were always hospitable folk and enjoyed 
Iife to the full. Bob spent much time doing rawhide work, making quir 
braiding, ete. He taught many young fellow how to tie knots and do 
braiding work. After living in the Alpha District a short time the family 
feitled inthe Georgetown Distt. From there the younger chiléren 
fompleted their school at Craigmyle High. 





Katie, the oldest gel married Wayne Lurchi 
Nekon, British Columbia. Wayne passed on several y 
Tises at Kamloops. Margaret, after completing her nursing training in Tor 
tnt, returned to merry a local fellow, Jobn Kirkeby. They live in Hanna 
(with thelr six children: Lillian, Sanda, Jeannette, Marion, Shirley, and 
Arne. Robert B., better known ss Bud, joined the RCAF, He mustered 
ut at Haney, Betsh Columbia, where he met his wile Lois Noble. He 
pow has an electric contracting business at Haney, British Columbie, ‘They 
hhave two children Patricia and Douglas. 











Mrs. McCullongh who was ill ¢he the last years of her life passed on 
at Haney, Brissh Columbia in 1950, Bob remarried « charming lady in 
1956. He and bis wife live quietly and happily at Haney and are glad to 
have visitors from the prafies come to cx 
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MR. AND MRS. EARL ANDRUS 


Earl marvied Esther Brokenshire, of Estevan, Saskatchewan, in. April, 
1944, and one week later took up residence on the farm formerly owned 
by Robert Schneider. Karl had heen raised in the Lomond area, but a 
few years later his father also moved into this area. For several years he 
shared a large farming operation with his brother, Clifford, who now lives 
in Kelowna. Earl has now completed twelve years driving one of the Hand 
Hills buses that serve the Elmer School, and for the past three years has 
been a key member of the local Elmer School board of trustees. The 
Andrus’ have six children: Lucille, recently graduated from Hanna High, 
Wilited, Elaine, Allen, Marjorie and Dwayne 








MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM MILLER 


Bill was born and raised near che Alpha District. In World War Two 
he enlisted in the Airforce and marred Ester Puttner in 1943 while sill 
In the service. After the war they purchased the Reinhold Fano farm and 
lived there for a number of years, then they moved to Hanna where they 
are sill residing and operate their farm from town. They have one daughtet 
Donne, Mrs, Mike Herback, now residing at Fort McMurray. 





MR. AND MRS. HELMUT WERNER 


Helmut Werner and Mildred Rosin were married in 1954. They made 
their home on his father’s farm for two years, then moved to Henne where 
Helmut was employed by Grover's Construction until 1961 at which time 
the opportunity arose to purchase part of the Adolph Raess 


farm, Since 
their resi 


ice in the community of the Hand Hills they have been active 
{in community activities. Thelr two children Calvin end Patricia are a 
tending Elmer School. 

















HANDHILS SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 262! 
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List OF OWNERS AFTER HOMESTEADERS 














































FU ale en 











The events of yesterday eoom like everydsy problems today, but having 
Fappened tory, ity oF more yours ago, they have. NOW became history, 
‘evan regretsthat'many" ot these: happenings wate. not recorded than “Our 
Hons now ste simply te vy and rallve tne past, Tor the bone af the fuure 
Irombers of our community 

any thanks ore extended io those who sent in their storia, at wall a infor: 
mmaie'on ether ‘skitimera, Wwe. have overlooked ‘enyone. it wes” porsy 
(nicatzal end pleoss sept aur encloses 

Specil Marka to. fe. Freneet" Moron antl Mre, Froncss Courinay for their 
burtose Rours "owing and preparing the ores for our typists, Mes Laverne 
orion re. "Karan Gilson of ‘Balin and Mrs. Winnfred (ward) Metean of 
Cigar. Their efforts ee azo very much apprised 

fet"bur eenainy not Teast grt credit most bp given to all the commie, 
far their idone ned untiring efforts Yo Tocord so many of the intresting sores 
of he pat, How eaty it would have been "o forget the whole Wes! 

















CHAPTER V 


‘THE HAND HILLS SCHOOL NO. 2242 


Let us not look back in anger, nor forward in fear, but around us 
awareness” (Hanoun & Rew) 





‘As any community starts to take shape, the building of a. schoo! 
becomes one of the first projects. At one time or other most of the 
fathers of the school children served on the Schoo! Board. 


During the latter part of July, 1910, permission was granted by, the 
Department of Edvestion for the establishment of Hand Hills School 
istrict No. 2242, 


The filteen hundred dollar ten-year debenture at sic per cent interest 
was held by Mrs. Mary A. Mertens of Cluny 


Erection of the school was started in the fallthe site being « two: 

xe plot of land, donated by the late Harry M. Brosdbent, on the SW 
2:30-17-W4 (his’ pre-emption). Work continued during the winter, and 
by spring the building was completed. 


School started March 4, 1911 with ehe following children: Andrew 
tnd Mildred Mason, Ada end Helen Venus, Ben, Van and Grace Peterson 
fand Francis Courtney in attendance; and Miss Maggie Fletcher (later 
Mrs. Welter Fddleston) of Delia as the teacher. Miss KM, ‘Thompson 
from Ontario arrived one weck later to teke over the teaching. duties, 
Miss Thompson completed the term, and two months of the fall term; 
and then married Sam Pocklington. 





Mr, Norman Burke of Delia taught during the months of November 
and December of 1911, at ninety dollars per month, end rode from his 
farm south of Dela to the schoo! and back each day. 





‘The next teacher was Miss Laura E, Coons of Pare, then Miss Jean 
Powell, and Lewis Garfield Walters, Miss Christianson of Markerville 
followed, and under her guidance Andrew Mason, Ada Venus and Charlie 
Keith wiote their grade cight examinations in Hanna in June 1914, Next 
was Miss Ree Lunn. 








‘Then came Miss Marjorie Osborne (niece of F. E. Osbome of 
Osborne Book Store, Calgery). Mildred Mason, Helen Venus, and Francis 
Courtney took both grades eight and nine under her guidance 








‘The following taught in the Hand Hills school at one time: Miss 
Gertrude Broadbent, Miss Ora Stewart, Miss Grace Wilson, Miss Frances 
Wall, Miss Beryl Bryan, Miss Frances Rose, Miss Vivian Donvito, Miss 
Ruth’ Carat, Miss Alma Knelss, Mr. Paul Rowe, Miss Tnga Aune, Miss 
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Dorothy Dawson, Miss Florence Lawrence, Miss Ella MeLaren, Mr, 
William Fredericks, Miss Bessie Martin, Miss Ann Davies, Miss Mary 
alon, Miss Jean McEwen, Miss Mary Campbell, Norma Staness, Geraldine 


Gobel, Margaret McNair (Mrs. Edgar Reip), Miss Marie King, Audrey 
Trout Mrs, Joy Aaserud, Mrs, Bleeks, Mr. Stanyk, and Mrs. Phyllis 
MeDonald. 





‘Ata shating party ln 1916, lf to ight: Dan Laverty, Andy Mas 
[Mildred avon, Hugh Mazon, Hance Courtney, kde Wenes” 
Halon Venus, Horman Shr il Sher, es valet 





Arnold Ve 
ora Ricardeon, 








In the fall of 1943 the original Hend Hills schoo! bummed down, Mrs, 
Williams was the teacher at that time. Without too much delay the 
Albert Anderson house that stood in the W. B. Smith yerd was turned 
Jno school room, 





Hillview school was moved in 1944 to replace the burned school, 
and learning cerried on a ust 


‘We may not have named the teachers in proper sequence, and we 
hhope we have omitted none. Nevertheless, mention must be made and 
recognition given to them for their effort. 


Owing to the shortage of teachers, many schools in the Starland 
division were closed, and the pupils bussed to larger centres 





‘The passing of local schools left a big gap in the life of the com- 
munity. One change most keenly felt was the absence of the splendid 
Christmas conceris, Neighbors used to try and take in several of these 
concerts each yeer. Dances and card parties inthe schools became a 
thing of the past, as well as the church services, About the only function 
‘which was not held in the Hand Hills school wos a wedding or a funeral 


The Hand Hills school was closed in 1956 and the children were 
bussed to Delia, The school house was sold in 1961 to Mae Milligan who 
‘moved it to his farm for a shop. The teacherage was moved to the Verdant 
Valley shoo! yard for a second teacherage there 
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AN EARLY HISTORY OF THE HAND HILLS OF ALBERTA 
Hucit A. Masoss 


‘This account of the eatly setders of the Hand Hills contains much 
of a family nature. This is necessary because my father was the third man 
to locate a cate ranch in that country in 1903. My two sisters, Mildred 
(Mrs. Walter King) and Frances (Mrs. Edward Longmire) and myself 
are the only remaining ones of the original setlers. My youngest brother 
‘Andrew died én 1963, my other brothers some years previously 


In those days, the Hand Hills country was known as being everything 
in a uge half circle which begen at the west.on the Red Deer River, 
thence east by Crooked Lakes, the Gopher Head, Long Lake, Bull Pound 
‘Creek and from there south to the Red Deer 

This skeich will endeavor to trace settlement activities up to Decem: 
ber, 1908, when the whole eastern part of the province was theown open 
to homesteading. If some people's names are omitted, it isnot intentions, 
for that was @ long time ago, and T was young at the time. 





‘The inital efforts towards settlement began in 1884, when a Dominion 
surveyor, MeLean, and his perty, ran the range lines from the eastem 
boundary of the Territory, and laid the country out in townships; this 
was at the tme of the Riel Rebellion, Nothing more in the way of 
settlement occurred until sbout 1898, when John C. Calhoun and sons 
Tocated a cattle ranch on the west side of the Hand Hills at what was 
to become the Taylor brothers (Bracy and Seymours) place. Calhouns 
were followed two years later by RL. Shaw, who located at what later 
became the DuBols ranch. Mr. Shaw vas elected member of the first 
legislature: he was also an extensive cattle buyer, shipping many grass-fed 
cattle direct to the British market 











My father, at this time, had a ranch near the villages now known as 
Lousana and Delbumne, but the range was limited, also homesteaders were 
coming in. On a clear day from a high hill nearby, one could see the 
Hand Hills. One June day he ted some food in roll of blankets, wrapped 
It in his slicker and fastened it all behind his saddle and sct olf to see 
what these hills were lik. He swam the Red Deer River four miles from 
the ranch and was on his way. He travelled southeast for a day end 
camped that night near Crooked Lakes. Next morning he struck a faint 
‘wagon trail which seemed to head in the general direction that he wanted 
to go, so he followed it. That night he arrived at the Calhoun ranch. He 
received a great welcome, especially from Mrs, Calhoun, when she learned 
that there was a prospect of another woman coming into the ‘country. 
She and Mes. Shaw, who lived ten miles away, were the only women in 
the many thousands of square miles of territory, 








‘That night John Calhoun told of @ conversation he had had the 
previous year with sn Indian who had described 4 fine spring on the 
north side of the Hand Hills which his people had used for tentarles, 
when hunting in that locality 











“The next day my father accompanied by Emerson Calhoun as guide 
rode over the top of the Hand Hills to find this spring, As they we 
Tieeg. the grass and peavine were so tall that they reached sbove thelr 
Sturpa, and they stretched as far asthe eye could see, The Indian's tale 
sede; in a short time they found the spring. My father began to 
Mint a discovery notice near it when two young men arrived atthe top 
BPine bank ‘They were. the Miller brothers—Jeck and Mel. They let 
Shortly afterwards, and found a good location at the east end of the 
Hand Hills Lake 














My father chose a site which was ideal for bis purposes; there was 
‘unlinied room to the north there was no one for shxty miles and east 
Ward the nearest settlement was at Battleford, Saskatchewan. “To the south 

sre vas only Alex Wallace and Arthur Peake on the Red Deer River 
Peekee down the river Billy Hyde and the SC. Ranch owned by Lord 
Baresford Tn addition to the large grazing area there was unlimited feed 
feevthe taking, There ad been no prairie fires for years and & great 
fheny wet seasons. There was also plenty of bullding timber—a eowman's 
paradise 





My father returned to the old ranch and assembled a haying and 
building crew. He returned to the Hand Hills site with my brother Fred 
ped aie other men, By mid-September they had thirteen hundred tons 
St'hay up, a log shack, corrals and all the other necessary appurtenances 
fore renal, My. older brother Jim had just arrived from an eastern 
Shicges he wos planning on a medical carer. He later graduated from 
redial school in 1914, began his practice in Delia, later moved to Hanna 
tind then to Stettler, 





Meanwhile other people were moving into the country and finding 
tocations, ‘The Cornish brothers west of Crooked Lakes, Jim, Sam and 
Rollic Savage at Michichi Creck, Charlie Mott at North Michicht Creek, 
Jack, Ed and Jim Parker at Buffalo Gap, which & north of Hand Hills 
HG, ‘Pred Carder and Jack MeMurray on a. spring about where the 
pisent Hand Hills Stampede grounds are, and J. A. Keenan trom 
Missouri, who located where the Matthies and McBrine store and Hand 
Hilly post office were later established, ‘This site was eventually taken 
‘over by Robert Congdon. 








Kena was the first recorded death in the area. He was a veterinary 
sorgeon of sorts, and always kept a good supply of medicine on hand 
for emergencies, He was also fond of whiskey. He had just returned from 
t two week tip to Red Deer for the winter's “grub-stake” and was weary 
‘Unforumately he kept his whiskey and carbolic in similar bottles in the 
poor light he got the wrong bottle, and died. It was a sad funeral; the 
Pdow and her children stranded thousands of miles from their home 
Mrs Keenan. left immediatly after making arrangements with the 
Parker brothers to exhume the body in tho spring and have it reinterred in 
Red Deer: 
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Later, the Parker brothers homesteaded at Bum Lake and sold their 
hholdings to the C.NR. for the townsite of Hanne 

In the spring of 1904 the growth of gras, owing to favorable growing 
conditions, was phenomenal; there had been mo prairie fires for years 
would-be homesteader, never having seen a praiie fie, decided to sare 
‘one. This was near Castor. The next morning it had’ travelled ihe 
Hand Hills ic jumped the Red Deer River in the afternoon and burned 
ftself out later in Montana. It cost my father one hundred and fifty head 
of ‘eatle and one thousand tons of hay—other ranchers likewic, “Phe 
would-be setler returned to Kansas in a hurry. 





During the next few years several newcomers came in and found 
ations. The first of these were the Flett brothers, Lester nd ‘Tose 
‘They started a horse ranch which is now operated by Lester's sone on she 
same spot that their father founded over sixty years ago. There wore the 
Gardinee brothers Ted and Clem, the Joherg brothers, Amell and Herman 
Bot Lambly, George and Chan ‘Gowan, Jack and Bliss Code end. Fatty 
and Sam ‘Thompson. ‘The fornicr settled on a spring on the side 
Surprise il, a short distance north of the present towns of Deli. He lon 
his life ina railway fire at Hanna, 


















Many people have wondered how Surprise Hill got is name; Emerson 
Calhoun was riding an old Indian pony named Grandpa; he was oop 
of this hll'o look around for eat. Before he could dismount Candee 
started to buck and threw him off, It was such a surprise thet he mood 
the hill accordingly 

Many ‘more people came—Mark Monigomery, George Pyle. and 
Lambert on Fish Lake, Baxter at Thumb Hill. Baxter and Reed ceated 4 
ranch which is sll in existene—iater owned by Lawson brotha Up 
tf Crooked Lakes John McKee and sons settled, around Lang Lake Bee 
Gooney and Bill Goss, John Breynard and son found toom fo cenleae 
the Hand Hills proper’ Bert Lockwood and George Wills teuled ‘nce 
Cut-Off Coulee; this eoulee was named by my brother Fred, Leck 
tuerrerds sold out to Herman Brede: Wills drowned while swinarng a 
bunch of horses across the Red Dece at what is now Drumiellen Ar sae 
Point, at the mouth of the Rosebud Creek, the Miller family hed cea 
also Jim Trumbell end Frank Smith, Smith was an cld-tore cones 
from the United States, He was always 





pate {hey cold the property to Taylor Brothers and moved down eee 
Red Deer River at the mouth of Willow Crock, Billy 
the ranch there until his recent death at the age of 





dwell carried on 
hty-five yea 





Daring the summer of 1906 my brothers discovered the first coal 
Trea, Pia te area; enough coal was mined that fall to lest eos 
peiNer This mine was afterwards operated by Amal Joberg or wee 





aris brings our account up to the time of the great equelizee-the 
‘winter of 1906-7. The summer of 1906 had been good Tor Fare we hee 
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put up a great deal and had it well fre-guarded; cattle were cheap and 
Prospects were bright. My father decided to bulld up the hend to eight 
Famired head; he borrowed money to do so—he even took some cattle 
fom shares. The new cattle were seareely on the ranch when enother prairie 
fire went through We sived all our hay and three or four sections of 
sgrasz—the latter proved to be a calamity. Two weeks later the blizzard 
Strack and lasted wntil mid-February; the only way the thermometer 
‘Vent was down, and it stayed there. Temperatures of forty and lifty degrees 
below were common. Winds of thicty to forty miles an hour were an 
everyday occurence. 





"The newoomers as well es some of the oldtimers were ill-prepared for 
such conditions. The fire had burned up their hay and geass; some were 
fiving tm tents and prairie schooners, The blizzard drifted the eatte away, 
fof Breynatd and son, and father and son followed them; next spring they 
Grete found near the present town of Cealgmyle. An elderly hired hand hed. 
lected to stay in camp-—he was found dead in the tent 


[A new scourge was about to strike—mange: with the influx of so 
‘many new cattle, many from the United States, an outbreak was inevitable 


[A few days after the blizzard struck, hordes of starving catle beyen 
to deacend on us. Whether driven hy the storm or by their owners, they 
fame to our grass. They came from every direction, two thousand stron 
find they stayed. Fences were no deterrent; it became impossible to haul 
hey because of the wind and the starving cattle. The weak extle piled 
tp at the fences and the strong ones simply walked over them. Haystacks 
‘would disappear overnight. Cattle died slanding up, their legs frozen up 
{o their bodies. Others would lie or fall down. Soon there would be a 
pile of catle trampling and smothering one another, 





Such was the winter of 1906-7. My father started with eight hundred 
Inead and next spring he and my older brothers had two hundred heed. 
Many people lost everything, including their saddle horses, 


Tn the summer of 1906 the Hand Hills Gattlemen’s Association was 
formed. Corrals end a dipping vat were built near the present post offce 
‘of Rainbow. With the Ingredients then used for treating cattle it was 
rnecesary. to make two dips, one nine days efter the other. Rather than 
flrve each herd back to their home ranges; it was decided to hold them 
ll In one vast herd of twelve thousand head on the Michichi flats. The 
next year les than two thousand head wore dipped. ‘This was the result 
(of the hard winter of 1906-7, 








Despite the heavy setbacks the summer of 1907 sayw many neweomers 
arrive in the district. Jack Dubois bought out R. L. Shaw, George Black, 
Jack Ogilvie, nephew of the flour mill owner, started « horse ranch five 
miles northeast of Fish Lake. The Kelly brothers seed on the east end 
of Fish Lake, also the Hodgson brothers, Bill end Kid, Willard. Marriot, 
Tong known es *Fireguard”, too, came, Tommy Chapman, Arthur Cock 


175 













































































burn, and a Scotchman, Jim Kinninmonth, all came in at this ime, The 
later was renamed “Kill-e-man-aminute’, Al Eamest, a fine round-up 
cook. Jim Lawson also arrived and was foreman for many years of the 
R. L. Shaw Spread. Also about tis time a man named Perey MeBeath 
rived on the Red Deer, He subsequently started a small store and 
organized a post office and named it “Dorothy”. He also secured the First 
mail hauling contract from Bassano to the Hand Hills 











In the spring of 1908 ¢ Dominion surveying erew arrived on the 
scone to finalize the original survey of 1884. They subilivided the town 
ships into sections, as found today. They camped for a long time near 
ry father’s ranch and often visited us. My mother learned thet one of 
these men had done some preaching so she invited him to hold a church 
service in our house. This was the first service held in the Hand Hills 
ountey for white people. This was on « Sunday in July, 1908. Undoubtedly, 
Reverend John MeDougall had held services for the Indians at some prior 
dete, as he spent a great deal of time in this area working with the Indians, 
and holf breed, This was great bulfalo country in the early days, 











Early in 1908 the first homesteaders arrived. ‘The Courtney brothers 
Frank and Phillip built tiny shacks on the land which the Courtney 
family holds today. They then retuned to Cluny, their home place. They 
were quickly followed by E. L. Venus and S. A. Peterson; these men 
squatted on land between the Courtney's sites. That fall they brought 
their families. As a result, Ada Venus, (Mrs. Daniel Laverty), ts the 
oldest resident—continuous—in the area, The Phillip Courtney family 
farrived in the spring of 1910, 











In the early days the country east of Bull Pound 
sidered unsuitable for cattle. It was too bleak, had. too henvy «snowfall 
in winter, and fev, iF any good springs. Also it lacked good hay meadows. 
Once the praitie fires started coming regularly it had no natural barries, 
‘The area was prime horse country however, and a man named Oscar 
‘established a horse ranch on Berry Creek, south of what is now Youngs 
town about 1905. Oscar afterwards discovered coal in the area, and 
erated mine for several yeas. This wes gdiend 16 the ster who 





Creek was oom 




















‘Today all this has changed. Now there are probably more cattle 
east of the Bull Pound than there ever were west of it in the early days 
Highways, ploughed fields, and lateral roads stopped the fire menace 
‘The advent of rural power and dugouts solved the water problem, th: 
srowth of tame feed and good animal husbandry took eare of the test. 








‘THE EDGAR L. VENUS STORY 
warren ay Ana (Vins) Laverty 


My dad, Eagar L Venus was born in a village called Barnhar, near 
Brighton, Sussex, Fogland, He came to Canada and lived at ‘Three Rivers, 
Sherbrooke and Danville, Quebec. ‘Then he ‘traveled “down through 
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Vermont and New Hampshire to Boston, Here he met the git! whom 
he later married. 


Mother came from a small village in Sweden, near Stockholm (called 
Yavila), Her mother died when she was two years old When she was 
sixteen she came to Boston with friends of her father. She was to heve 
fone on (© an sunt (Mx, Annie Poland) in Illinois, but she got work 
Ih Boston, and never went on 


Dad decided to come to Canada to get free land, which was highly 
advertised in. Boston, for immigrants to Canada A’ homestead of one 
hhundred and sixty seres for ten dollars, and another one hundred ond 
slety acres for three dollars an acre, as well as special freight rates for 
settlers’ goods 


Dad left Boston In May, 1908, and came to Calgary. Here he met 
lend locator and two other men called Jack Peet and John Gilbert. 
‘They travelled on together by democrat. When they got to Taylors 
ranch on the west slope of the hills the Taylors told them not to go on, 
5 there was no water in the bills and further east, but Dad and is 
travelling companions went on 





Dad decided to stay where his homestead was, but Jack, Peet and 
John Gilbert went on to the east where the land was surveyed to range 
16. Ded had to sty to hold on to his land. ‘Tis is called squatter’ rights 
John and Jack went back to Calgary to file on their land, end Jobn filed 
fon land for his brother, Charlie, by proxy. This was allowed by brothers 
fand fathers. Dad worked with the Masons of Mason's ranch. He made 
Thay all summer and sold his spare hay for two dollars a ton 





‘Mother was the first woman in the valley where we lived. Mrs. S.A. 
Peterson came later in the fall, and Mrs, J. Gilbert, Mrs. Fred McFadden 
and Mrs. Steen came in 1908, 


My family came by CIN, from Boston to Stettler im September. We 
arrived in Stettler when the big prairie fire was on. This started at the 
Imperial Ranch and spread to the river near the Ogilvie Ranch, All the 
‘men were fighting fe so no one met us. Matthias and MeBrine, owners 
fof store in Stettler, (who also awned the store on the Bob Congdon 
place in the Hand Hills) and Boh Shaw, who was the MLA. for the 
Hand Hills district, end who owned the hotel in Stetler, came to mother’s 
tid and told her about the fire, He got rooms for us at the new annex 
that was being built to the hotel, and we used our own bedding, so there 
was not too much expense. We ate one meal a day at the hotel and ate 
Tunches in our rooms, until Dad showed up in about a week. 





‘When Dad came to get us he bought a Bain wagon, a set of harness 
and a twelve gouge shotgun. He bought a tetm of hors from Masons, 
fand rode one of these to Stettler, This team was Dick and Dave which 
‘were white and black in color, and they lived to be very old horses, 
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We left Stettler with the wagon very well loaded, and stopped at a 
place thirty miles from Stettler that night; the next day we came on to 
the Hand Hills, stopping for a cold drink at Sam ‘Thompson's. They 
were living in the first sod howse we had ever seen, Mrs. ‘Thompson had 
a little baby. We got to Mason's ranch after dark and stayed the night 
there, They were expecting ws. The next morning we moved on 10 the 
homestead, and you can imagine how Mother felt when she saw a one 
room shack, twelve by fourteen, after living in & ten-room house In 
Boston. At that time I'did not think much of it, but, now T think i was 
terrible! 





Mother said years later that, if she had known, she would never 
hve sold the Boston house and extra furniture, but would have stayed 
there, Most of the pioneer women felt the stme, I believe. 





We were only here a short time when Dad decided t0 go to Stettler 
for a load of potatoes for the winter. I vhink Mr, Peterson went with him 
as Bill Payne, a young fellow with four horses, was breaking small plots 
for the homesteaders, and fie guarding hay stacks all fall, He steyed in 
Mr. Peterson's shack and looked after ‘Topsy, the saddle hors. 








‘The next day a terrible storm came and we were shut in the shack. 
‘As the grass was all burnt off, the snow was more black or gray then 
white with the grass all mixed with it, Tt blew and snowed for two days, 
and then clesred up. The well was in w coulee which was drifted full, 
0 we melted snow for cooking, ee. and it was full of litle black burned 
hay sticks. Bill Payne came over as soon as the storm quit, end he hed 
atime getting Topsy out of the shack, as the door was in the southeast 
‘comer of the shack. Topsy would not bend to back out. He had taken 
hher into the shack when the storm got bad. He put the horse in the 
dugout barn, and we were sitting around wondering where Dad wes, 
‘when we heard someone shout “Whos” and there was Dad with a load 
of potatoes. He had covered them with blankets, and he had bought two 
lantems to put in the load, so the potatoes were not frozen. Dad got 
some lumber from somewhere. He went to the bush to get some poplar 
logs and he sawed two sides flat for two by fours. He made a new room 
with an upstairs. This was all done before the furniture arrived, and by 
Christmas we were all settled for the winter, 


T do not remember 100 much of that winter except that on New 
Year’s Day, Mr. Peterson and Dad went to the bush to shoot some bush 
rabbits. They both got some, and mother cooked. two of hem, but as 
she would not eat them, neither would we kids. That was the only time 
rabbit was cooked in our house as far as T can remember. 

Dad worked freighting for the Hand Hills store, and taking out 
groceries as pay. T do not remember anything of the spring of 1908. ‘The 
tice were very bad end Mr, Peterson rode Topsy down to the river to 
fetch a ext. Kitty came in e sack ted to the saddle hom. She was at 
Petersons and then they lent her to us for awhile. As there wete no more 
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‘eats, she had no kittens until Jake Long was in Stotder. He saw a nice 
{gsiet tommy eat on the sidewalk. He picked it up and put it in a sack, 
find it came fo the Hand Hills this way, Soon we all had our own cats 
‘When Jake left in 1914, Tommy came to stay at our place, and lived 10 
be a very old oat 


Dad hought two litle pigs some place that summer, and we kids 
hhad to pull pigweed to feed them all summer, as there was very lite 
grain around. ‘The pigwoed grew in the fre guards as soon as the land 
Was broken. These lisle pigs ccme home in two sacks, one on each side 
fof the saddle. Early in the spring of 1909 we got some chickens from 
‘Mrs. Edmonson, ‘The Ednionsons moved into the district in January, 1909, 
and Mrs. Edenonson brought two dozen chickens with her from Carstairs. 
Trremember Helen and T going down there in a pung sort of sled with 
a bachelor neighbor to see if mother could yet a low chickens, We got 
leven hens and t rooster, Edmonsons were living in a dugout place, 
titerwards used ap a barn, They built a house in the spring 








ad also bought « cow from the Taylor Brothers. She was supposed 
to be in calf, but she never had a calf. She was so wild that Dad had 
her on a picket all the time, She never became tame. One day Mr Wilson. 
of the Wilson Rench down by Fish Lake dropped in, and before the 
Visit was over he had taken this beast off Dad's hands, He traded her for 
fn older tame black cow that had a calf with her, We had her many 
years and called her Nigger. Now we had chickens, pigs and a cow, as 
well as a team of horses, 





A fellow by the name of George B. Woods homesteaded the quarter 
later owned by Tom Broedbent, He had ¢ team of mules and wanted 
Dad to help him build a shack and shelter for the mules, but he had 
tno money. In retutn for his work Dad was to have the use of the mules 
for plowing, along with our team. Mother did not trust him so she decided 
to plow while the building was going on, My brother, George, and Mother 
plowed a patch just west of the house that was used for a garden for years, 
‘As neither of them knew anything about plowing, it was a terrible ordeal 
Tt was fortunate that they did plough thie patch because as soon as the 
shack was built, Mr, Woods left to work the mules pulling « scraper 
on the roads somewhere, 








Hay was ent and stacked on every homestead that was not bummed 
and the surplus was sold to ranches at two dollars a ton. In the fall of 
1009, Mr, Steen and Harry Nimmo fed cattle for Burns on the Steen 
homestead, which was later taken over by Fred MeFadden, The cattle 
were big shorthorns which wandered all over the valley when spring came, 
tuntil some cowpunchers came and took them awey. Mother was alrald 
of them, 





Mr. Steen had two tents, with boarded up walls and floors. One 
was a cook tent and Mr, and Mr. Steen stayed in this one. Kenny Steen 
snd Hany Nimmo slept in the other, The Steens did not stay long but, 
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of course, Harry Nimmo stayed on to settle on his homestead. Charles 
Ewing came in 1909 with a herd of white-faced cattle. Mrs. Ewing stayed 
with us until their home was bi 





I believe it was the fall of 1900 when Walt end Bruce Allen came 
in, One day Wal, a big fellow with « big black hat and a red bandana 
tied over his ears, drove & wagon up t0 the house. He was accompanied 
by Bruce, who wore «stocking hat, Dad went out to talk to them, and 
went and helped them to find their survey stakes. Dad walked home 
tterwards, Ido not know where they stayed untll their shack was bullt 
but they became our neighbors, 





Phil and Frank Courtney came and built @ house on Phil’s homestead 
that summer, and smother baked bread and beans for them. Mr. Bert 
Dawson came in the fall and stayed a short time, Then he went back 
to Sumnyslope, where Mrs, Dawson was staying with the three litle girs. 
Mr. Dawson came back w the homestead and built « house in 1910. 
Mother baked for him, too. Mes, Peterson came in Decomber, 1908, Mrs. 
Gilbert came in 1909, | believe, and she had a litle baby called Elaine. 
(Mis, Gilbert had the first plano in the county.) Mrs. Courtney came 
in 1910. Mrs, McFadden came es a bride in 1909, completely new to 
Thomesteading ways. We kids hed a grand time as there were no schools 
to g0 














In 1910 the Mason women moved out to the ranch to stay. They 
‘had been living on the ranch during the summer, and moving back to Red 
Deer for the rest of the year, so the kids could go to school, Herman 
Joberg married Mrs. Jack DuBols sister, Mabel Burgess. The Randalls 
fame, and George and Susie Morrison arrived in the hills It took them 
‘2 week to come out [rom Alrdrie, as they brought a cow slong. George 
Morrison, his brother Tom, and fellow named Bill Pole slept st our 
place while building George's shack, Tom did not stay very long, but 
feturned to Airdrie, and later went to Calgary, where he built up & fs 
racing stable 





Mr. A. M. Switzer traded a homestead at Stettler for @ Cock-of-the- 
North twenty-six horsepower steam engine in the same year, 1910, He 
perstaded Dad to take It over, much to the dismay of mother. Dad put 
{ mortgage on the homestead for» set of plows for this engine. "That 
mortgage was pald off forty-two years later by Den when T got the 
place, ‘The engine was too big for that time, as no one had any money, 
fand all the work was done for a horse, or @ cow, or whet have you, as 
payment. “The frst steam outfit in 1910”, T wrote up for Mr. Andy Grant 
ff Delis when he was a leader for the 4-H club. There were ten entries 
fand Andy's club members took the third place, He was pleased with this. 
Mr. Peterson heppened to be over from B.C. and he gave me all my 
Information for this paper, which follows this story 








In the summer of 1900, Herman Short, George Venus's friend feom 
Boston came out. Herman liked Cenada so 
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died in the fly of 1918, We knew all the Short family in Boston. His 
brother Bill came out « few years later, and stayed until 1924 or 1925, 
‘Then he sold out and went back to Boston 








People begen to tulk of having a school, as there was not one at 
present, and there were « few children of school age. Masons moved 
Bart from Red Deer to stay in 1910, and Courtneys moved up from Cluny, 
Gnd Francis was of school age. We had a school with Helen and Ada 
Venus, Mildred and Andrew Mason, Francis Courtney, Ben, Van, and 
Grace Peterson. ‘That was our first enrolment at the Hand Hills choo, 
tnd. Maggle Fletcher of Delia taught for 2 short time, although she was 
ot a teacher, Miss ‘Thompson from Ontario wes next. She married Sam 
Pocklington end they moved to Delia later on, where he was in partmer~ 
chip with Taylor Bros. for a livery stable. ‘Then they moved to B.C. 


Petersons lived in the basement of their house the first winter, and 
finished the house the next summer, Alter it was closed in, and before 
it was partitioned, the ladies of the district had a box social and a 
program to ralse funds for an organ for the school we hoped for. This was 
big sooo 


‘Alter the school was opened there was Sunday School, and dances, and 
stodent preachers held services in the summer months. We had. pienis 
‘The fist Sunday School piente was on the flat above George and Susie's 
heck on the northeast side of the Morrison place. Hence forward, the 
picnics were held annually in different places. Ball games were held at 
MeFaddens and on Ole Johnson's flat Just north of our house. After 
Dalia started thete was & band and Herman Joberg played in this. When. 
the wind was northeast, we used to hear him playing his hom at our plac. 





We went to hockey games and ice carnivals in Delia after the town 
came into being, We had fowl suppers at the school, as well as danc 
find Christmas concerts. There were smaller house parties, and the Ladies 
Ald was organized very early. 








[As we had student ministers very early they boarded at Masons or 
Peterson’. One sumer there were services by & Methodist student and 
2 Baptist minister, one service at three In the afternoon and the other 
ft seven-thirty at night, Both services were well attended 

Mother invited to supper anyone who had too far to go home and 
back, also. lot ofthe bachelors Sometimes there would be twenty or more 
to supper. These suppers were planned on Saturday, so too much sime 
‘was nat taken to eat and get back to the school for services. 

‘Time passed, end in 1914 the war broke out. Claude Almond, Oscar 
Peet, Jack Peet, Dick Bell and Jackson Howard enlisted, these I remember, 
and the previous year Roy Lindsay enlisted. 





Mother cooked @ turkey for the last evening they were home, the 
neighbors helped with the extras for supper. They all stayed until train 
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time, and someone took them to the train at Delia, I do not remember 
who drove them in. This was in 1917, Oscar Peet and Jackson Howard 
were both killed in France, 





Mother and Dad hed five children: George, Ada, Helen, Arnold 
and Arthur. George married and later moved to Delhi, Ontario. They 
hhad two boys; Edgar, who was killed in France, and Donald. Ads marred 
Dan Laverty, and had one giel Mary, and two boys, David and Terry. 
Hielen married Dr. Paul Baxendale. They hed two boys, John and Dennis, 
Arnold married Martha Edmonson and they had two boys, Merle and 
Howard. Amold spent twenty-five years in the army. Arthur never 
married, He spent five years in the services. 








Eorron's Nore: 

‘Ada has lived in the district since coming from Boston. She marsied 
Dan Laverty, and they lived in the Rainbow district until 1963, when 
they retired to Delia, ‘Theic daughter, Mary, i teaching in Hanna; and 
their sons, David and Terry live on, and operate the farm in Ralnbow, 
4s well as work the original Venus homestead, 





‘THE FIRST STEAM OUTFIT—1910 


‘The first threshing and plowing outfit was owned by E. L. Venus 
of the Hand Hill, 


‘This was a Cock-of-the-North twenty-six horsepower stean engine, 
and a Rumley separator with « thisty-siineh eylinder 


In the spring of 1910 Mr. Venus bought the engine and a ten-furrow 
plow at Stettler (the closest town, then). 


This came to the Hand Hills on its own power, ‘The fastest speed 
was four miles per hour. It plowed all summer, starting at the Switzer 
place, now owned by Wm. Fridley, and ended up on the William Rich 
ardson place in the Blair school district, in the fel. 


In August of 1910 the separator was bought at Stettler. The engine 
was driven as far north as the Chaelie Holme farm, From there the men 
took horses and got the separator. They started to thresh on the Holme 
farm, Some of the farms threshed were as follows: Sam "Thompson's 
Burrel’s, Bert Simpson's, Bert Smyth's, and Dunfiel's. Then they moved 
up into the Hand Hills where the following farms were threshed: Mason's 
Smith's, McFadden’, Courtney's, Joberg’s, Keith’ Morrison's, Broad. 
bent, Pet's and many mote names forgotten and. gone. 





They threshed till January of I911 ending at Richerdson's. In the 
Hand Hills all the grain was stacked. The price of the threshing 
fifteen dollars setting, es the jobs were too small to charge by the 
bushel 





‘The homesteaders all exchanged work, so no teams and men were 
Paid, ‘The threshetman hired only the engineer, seperator man and the 
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water boy. This was the only threshing machine, after leaving the Stettler 
Gistret, Im the whole country. Mr, S.A. Peterson of the Hand Hills 
twas the engineer of the outit, and from him T received most of this 
information. He lived at White Rock, B.C., until his passing in 1963, at 
the age of eighty years 








Mrs, Daw Lavexry 


HERMAN BREDE 

‘Mr, Herman Bree bought the Bert Lockwood place. He sold many 

willow posts to the setlers around the Hand Hills Lake. He also raised 
of horses. His horse brand was «<Q 


Mr. and Mrs. Brede had one son, Herman, who went to the Hand 
Hills sehool for © couple of years 





2 large mums 


“They sold out to the Parrot Brothers and left the country for Mexico 
in the early part of World War One. 


JIM SAVAGE 


Sam, and Rollie ranched ia the Big 


‘The Savage Brothers, Jim 
the very early years, They had Clydesdale 


Valley end Michichi districts 
horses and Hereford ctl 








Jim bought SY; 16-30-17 from Ernie Beck and used it as extra pasture 
land. 


OLAUS JOHNSON 
Clans Johnson came from one of the Scandinavian countries to 


North Dakota, In approximately 1908, he came to homestead the southeast 
(quarter of 3-30-17, Ben Mammel now has this farmland, 








Ole, (his more familiar name) was a jolly bachelor. He made butter 
and sold eggs in the early days, to trade for groceries, 


He was very fond of children and used to give Christmas gifts to 
some of the close ones, These usually consisted of long net stockings 
filled with toys and candy 








His garden contained flowers, too. Pansies were his specialty. He 
always said, “They have interesting f2ee"", Rhuberb he called “pie plant” 
and would give semfuls away. 


He was a handyman and 2 good butcher, Everyone liked him 


In his last years he was troubled with high blood pressur 
Tong illness he pasted away in 1983 in Hanno, 
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JAKE LONG 


Jake Long sas one of our earlier homesteaders, who came from Ohio 
in approximately 1907, He had lived before that in e German colony in 
Braz 





He was known as the “Weasel Trapper”. His soddte was built on 
the northeast quarter of 3-30-17. He used to have quite a library, was 
‘shrewd chess player, and always knit his own socks, 





He occasionally walked to Stettler to see his friend, Carl Stetder. 
On one trip Jake bought a cow, hitched her to a stonchoat with some 
supplies on i and led the cow all the way back home. 








R. Shandere with his oxen had broken a small patch of land for 
Jake, When the oxen got omery Me. Shandera would bite the oxen’s 
feat or throw rocks at them. More than once one could hear Jake's whip. 
lash voice call out, “Cut out the brutality", and he'd shake his big ham 
like fist at him. 





When the 1914 war broke out, (Jake was « military man) he quietly 
Aiseppeared, and bis land was taken over by his neighbor, Olaus Johnson. 





(Carl Stetler, born in. Swiverland, came 10 this country in 1903 
or so, 10 a settlement known as Blomensu, after the Brazilian colony. In 
1906 it was name Stetler.) 


CHAN GOWAN 


Chan first came to his brother George’s ranch at Gowan Coulee, 
near Bull Pound Flat, for his health, His oldest brother wes a Chicago 
‘medical doctor, and ‘his youngest brother, Clyde, was an ollman. in 
Bakersfield, Caitfornia, 





Chan homesteaded on the east half of 10-30-17, now owned by F. C. 
Courtney 


He was eccentric, crippled on one side, but well educated, Children 
referred to him as the “Gentleman”. He chewed the Foxglove plant for 
energy, he claimed, (Digitalis is « heart stimulant made {rom Foxglove.) 
Chan ‘was noted for his colorful and selty languege. 


Often he spent Christmas with the Shouls family, walking across 
country to their home. Rosalie and Peat! often mended his clothes, end 
Mrs. Shoulis always made him welcome, 





One story tells about one Hallowe'en night, some of the neighbors 
hhamessed up his cow end put it in the bern, but, lo and behold next 
morning the cow had eaten all the sweatpe 





‘out of the horsecallars, 


One stormy day Mr. P. Courtney and a friend found him frozen to 
dleath in his shack, with his eat cuddled beside him, The Courtney's in 
herited the eat, Chan is buried in Dela 
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Mrs, Ches Shoults and Mrs, P. Courtney planted some white daisies 
on his grave, They grew in profusion and covered his grave for years. 


MR. “FATTY? PALMER 





Me. Palmer lived one year on the northwest quarter of 34-29- 
4 dugout house, and had a dugout for a bam, nesr « very good spring 
fof water, He sold his land rights to Bill Smith and went to the States, 


THE S. A. PETERSON STORY 
fy Mas, Ror (Peverson) Mizs 
“<a rope over a precipioe— 
What is great in man is that he 
1s a bridge and not a goal 
—Nietzxhe 








About the time Captain Paliser wrote of the Hand Hills in hs daily 
Joumal, Soren Anton Peterson was born in Freemont, Nebraska, (0 
Karen and Christian Thranum Peterson (January 21, 1877). “Carve”, 
as she was called, came to America to teach school in the Danish settle: 
tment; and there ‘married the young musician who had ome with Ole 
Boll, patton of the settlement, and remained to take land there. She died 
‘when Anton vas eight years old, also leaving Gregory and Carrie, the 
twins; Christine, and Soren Charis (who homestesded south of Cralgmyle 
in 1908). 


Anton told many fascinating tales of trip by covered wagon from 
Freemont to New Mexico, and back again ina few years, From there, 
‘asa youth of seventeen, he made his way to the Queen Charlate Islands 
where a Danish settlement cked out a bare living by fishing. He gained 
tome knowledge of navigation and steam while there 

















Working on the mainland later, he met and mayried Minnie Huntley 
whose father homesteaded the land where the City of White Rock, B.C. 
Js now. They wore married in Seattle on April 22, 1900. 


To this marriage seven children were born: Benson—March 3, 1901; 
Van—June 13, 1902; Grace—February 7, 1904; Anton—August 24, 1905; 
James—September 2, 1908; Ruth—December 15, 1913; Semucl—December 
5, 1021 








Ferming in the flood-rent fields of Cloverdale, B.C, made him long 
for the clear skies and fragrant prairie winds he remembered a5 2 child 
and caused him to turn his steps to Alberts, In 1907 he crossed the 
Red Deer river on horseback in company with Jemes Mason, and he made 
his way through Lacombe and Stettler to the Hand Hills, The Crees, 
Blackfoot and Assiniboines agreed in calling these hills after « Blackfoot 
chief, who had one shrunken band and was, therefore, known as “Little 
Hand’. ‘The Cree name Michichi means Litle Hand. Here a. party of 





















Crees had come upon the Blackfoot chief “Little Hand” and dispatched 
ith to the Happy Henting Grounds! Before this time the 
Theen known as “Otehimin” or Heart-berry hills (Strawberry— 


Alter taking “squatter rights” wo their chosen locations, James Mason 
and Anton Peterson returned the seventy-five miles 10 Stetder to fle 
hhomesteader claims. “Pete” then retumed to B.C, sold his farm and 
settled his affairs, Jake Long returned with them to Stetler end all three 
Set about to establish the boundaries of their land, Here Anton Peterson's 
fxperience in marine navigation was of value and they were within eight 
feet of the official survey, which was made in the summer of 1908, Jake 
Long used a length of rope with ends tied to each leg to measure his land, 
counting the steps and thus estimating the distance 


Sod shacks were then erected of gocd slough sed; ploughed four inches 
thick by fourteen inches wide and up to thirty-six inches long. The bottom 
round of wells wes built abost thirty-six inches wide, keeping the inside 
plumb, ‘They built eight feet high and tapered the outside wall in to 
twenty-four Inches. This settled to about six foe, six inches. Soddies were 
warm in winter and pleasantly cool ia hot summer, Poplar poles were 
Taid across the top and covered with a thick layer of hay, thon a layer of 
sed, and more hay on top. It kept out both cold and heat. 














Jim Mason's hovse was of poplar logs plastered with mud, and “Pete” 
spent most of his frst winter there, breaking horses and helping. with 
the cooking. He and his wife had evoked in a logging camp on Salt Spring 
Island when they were first married, so he was no stranger to the kitchen. 
His fondness for cooking “spuds In jackess” was sometimes irksome to the 
other cowboys. 











In spring he bought a teem of oxen and a walking plough and broke 
‘enough land to plant potatoes and root vegetables for the fllowing winter 





Daily ond weekly more settlers were arriving. Edgar L. Venus and 
familly of four children on the next quarter to the west, Jay ‘Trenaman 
with his wie Hatt and two children dieecty north 





Anton Peterson havled freight end groceries, as well as mall from 
Stettler and Coronation to Bob Congdon's store and post office. Tt took 
1 week to make the round trip to Stettler. Sometimes blizzards blew in 
trails and made directions almost impossible. When « storm struck they 
would slop over at any available place slong the way and wait out the 
weather. No one turned a traveller Irom shelte. When “Pete” bought 
his first team of horses at the 2 Bar Ranch, he could make the trip in 
four days, all belng favorable. But alas! One horse died and using one 
horse and one ox for a time was the best shat could be managed 























In the summer of 1908 at Cloverdale, B.C., Minnie Peterson was not 
‘one whit idle, though she was expecting er fifth child in the fall. She 
fanned great quantities of fruit, vegetables and fish for the coming winter. 
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She crated furniture and household effects ready for shipping. Finally ip 
mid-August, she arranged for the care of the four older children by their 
paternal grandmother and entered the Royal Columbia Hospital st New 
Westininster to await confinement, Two restless weoks she spent end 
finally on September 2, 1908, James, weighing 15 Ibs. 2 oz, was bor. 
Receipts for the expense of this confinement states 




















Sept. 16/08 I day's care for child @ 1.00 
Operating room 2.00 
Received in full $3.00 
Mary Marti, Lady Supr 

Sept, 17/08 2 wks, before confinement @ $6.00  — 12.00 
3 days before confinement @ $1 — 300 

2 wks, after confinement in semi-private 
wd. @ $10.00 20.00 
I day after confinement @ $1.50 — 150 
Paid In full $3650, 


James was the only one of seven children to be born in hospital 
When the baby was scarcely two months of age, the journey to Alberta 
began 








‘The train carvied them through Calgary and on to Stettler 
they were met by a bearded “stranger”, ‘The children did not, at 
associate him with the father they hed not seen In so many long months 
‘The older ones were incensed at this man Kissing their mother, and then 
‘expecting to kiss them. They apprehensively held back, while he laughed 
fat their shyness. 
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S.A, Peterson's first plow rcsipt 


‘They bought supplies and begen the seventy-fivesmile drive to the 
Hand Hills At nightiall they found shelter with Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
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‘Thompson in their small homestead house. There were other sojourners 
too, and beds were spread on the floor, on the kitchen table and under 
the Kitchen table. Mrs. Thompson, Minnie Peterson, and thelr two 
fespectve Infants shared the luxury of the only bed. Dosen the long years 
Since, there has been a bond of friendship between the two women, begun 
that very cool November night so lang. ago. 





Arriving at the shack on the homestead the next day, they set about 
to establish housekeeping, but soon it was evident that it was pretty 
ool” lexiging and they moved into the dug-ovt cellar of the house-to-be, 
swith bunks buile for beds, hay mattresses and sheets for partitions. Fresh 
hay covered the earthen floor and as the place began to warm throug, 
the children were intrigued by the chairs getting “shorter legged”. The 
frost was coming out of the ground! 








Small game wos fairly plentiful, rabbits, grouse, ete, filing the pot 
nicely, Minnie was good shot, o0, and often provided fresh meat for 
the hungry femily. And now the canned things were wonderful, « fine 
change of fare from the homestead staples of dried salt pork, beans, died 
prunes and apples, They would fetch in a quarter of beef and saw frozen 
Feaks and roasts then hang it back out in natute’s fridge! 


One day in February on Grace's birthday, it was decided 10 have @ 
candy treat, s0 taffy was made and put out to cool In ple pans on a snow 
hank A litle ki-fox smelled fe from afar and came and carried plate 
and all away to what the children called the “litle hill” half way down 
the farm, A trap was set with chicken liver for bal, and the pretty lide 
animal yielded his fur for a muff and cap. 











Soon eae the Phillip Courtneys, Sam Pocklington, Fred McFadden, 
Wr, Smith, Albert Dawson, then s school for the community became 
first priority. There were as many opinions es families about where and 
how it should be built Often and bitter were the controversies over ways, 
means and methods, 








Church and Sunday School were organized at the Peterson’s (by this 
time a frame hovse, the lumber, wagon-tralled from Stettler), and was 
hheld on alternate Sundays at Mason's Rench. There were often as many 
is forty in attendance. Albert Dawson was the first Sunday School 
Superintendent, Mr. Kemp, a Methodist student minister, was followed 
by Me. Thompson and Mr. E. Longmire, Norman Burke and Wm, Ors 
also served as Baptist ministers 





(Once the school was built, services were established there. Van Peter 
son recalls is father teaching Baptist Sunday classes on one side of the 
oom, while Mrs. Mason taught Methodist classes on the other! Van 
remembers that his father always wore a correct black suit and bowler 
haat to church on Sundays, 


Church services wore held regularly and were well attended. People 
Visited efterward and made arrangements for trips to town, to Fish Lake 
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for netting fish in springtime, and other activities, The bachelors were 
surprisingly faithful in attendance too, reaping invitations to Sunday 
dinners with one or another family; especially enjoyed where there as 
‘young lady in the household 





About 1912 the railway went through from Calgary to Stetler via 
Drumheller, Munson, and now Ht was only twenty miles to town (Munson). 
With a good team it could be made in one day, but usually with heavy 
loads of lumber and so on, 1wo days was more usual, 








The forming of « school distret was an lmportant step in. the 
progress of the community: and, next to slf-preservation, the rural school 
twas the distrie’s chief objective —where their children could be educated 
land where chureh could be held, and where they could meet together 
‘on social occasions, 


‘This prime consideration gave vise to the rural school trustees, a 
class of men who Taid the foundation of the rural school system. Ther 
problems called for great initiative and self reliance 





The district school was the sole possession and the sole preoccupation 
of the people, outside their own homes. Anton Peterson and his wife 
put thelr five children up on the saddle mare, Topsy, and canvassed the 
Jisisiet for signatures to 8 petition for e school. The petition was granted 
by the Provincial Govemment pending vote held at the S, A. Peterson 
homestead, 





Fest trustees: John Gilbert, Sim Pocklington and S. A. Peterson 
“The contract was let to builders from Munson. ‘The painters who did the 
school, painted the Peterson house to pay their board. J. C. Trenaman 
hhawled materials from Munson with oxen, Soren Peterson hauled school 
famishings from Gleichen in forty-five degrees below weather, He had 
fas passenger William Barss and his small terrier dog, whose underparts 
find stomach were frozen so badly he had to be destroyed the frst day 
of the Journey, Both men bore frust scars for some time. Wm. Barss, 
who was « carpenter by trade, operated a hardware store in Delia after 
Selling his homestead, He was an avid sportsman and his collection of 
guns was a pleasure to see 


When the Hand Hills School #2242 was opened, Maggie Fletcher 
taught on a permit and rede horseback to school each day, Miss Thomp- 
son, later Mrs. Sam Pocklington, taught there 100. She wrote a book 
thout the praire-—"Morning Glory Girl"—said to be based on many of 
hher own early experiences. Norman Burke, Baptist Minister, also taught 
school. There was a Miss Coons, a Miss Christianson, Miss Rowan, and 
Rae Lunn from Nova Scotia, who had been a tained nurse, Her brother, 
Arthur, married Grace Peterson'in 1924 


Student Ministers held services from time to time, such as Mr. 
Edwards, a Baptist Minister and Mr. Longmire (about 1913) a Methodist 
Minister, Bavlier, about 1908, Win, Orris,« Baptist student minister and 
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Rev. Kettle held services in the different ranch homes, Rev. Kemp, a 
Methodise minister, served too, but dates are uncertain, 


A box social was held in the unfinished home of the Peterson's to 
help raise funds to buy an orgin for church and school use. There was 
A skit, in song. Dad Venus was “father”, Dad Peterson was the “son”, 
land Ma Peterson was the “mother” 








Son: Wall father I should like to know 
‘What you intend to do, 
Why don’t you let me have a chance 
‘To eam some money, too? 
‘The crops were never better 
‘And the fruit is stored away, 
And now it's nothing more than fair 
‘That T should share the pay. 
(Or I will be compelled t0 go 
A litle farther West, 
‘And hunt me up a pretty mate 
‘And build for her a nest 





Father: "There's time enough to speculate 
Upon your plans for life 
‘The haie’s just sprouting on your face 
You talk about « wife! 
The height of your ambition 
Seems to be to cut « swell 
Tm very sure you get your share 
(Of what there i to sel 
Te takes li 
"To supply your food and clothes 
But that is not the only way 
In which the money goes. 
Instead of running with the girls 
‘To every show and danco— 
Roll up your sleeves end go to work 
And you will find your chance 





fortune 


Mother: Why be s0 hard upon the boy 
He is our only son, 
You know the work he has to do 
Is always gladly done. 
Perhaps he has his faults, but you 
11 














May search the world around 
don’t believe a hetter boy 
Could anywhere be found 

So give him some encouragement 
Before it i to late 

And make him here a dwelling 

To bring his chosen mate. 

His home will be our shelter 
When our locks are chin and gray 
And blessings will atend us 
When at last we pass away. 





All three together: 





Give the boy « chance! 


His home will be our shelter 
When our locks re thin and gray 
And blessings will attend us 
‘When at last we pass away 


‘When the time eame for supper the baskets were put up for auction. 
“They were gaily decorated, and the younger single men sought to obtain 
fone they thought belanged to the teacher, and any other of the single 
young ladies. Ada (Venus) Laverty remembers Mr, Dart buying her box. 
Grace (Peterson) Lunn, who must have been all of seven or eight years 
old, remembers that a young eawhoy bought hers and was so disappointed 
ft having not obtained an older gir for a supper partner, that he looked 
like he might ery at any moment! Mr. Venus must have been a good 
auctioneer, as one basket brought thirty dollars—a lot of hay in those 
days 








Another event took place at the Hand Fils school in the very early 
days of World War 1. It was put on in aid of Red. Cross funds and a 
Viewory Loan campaign, Guest speaker was Mr, Coughlin of Henne. The 
high priced basket was made by Mrs. George Campbell of Delia, and 
Dought for hirty-five dolars by Mr, A.M, Starratt, manager of the Bank 
of Commerce, Delia 





Hollowe'en was a time for high Jinks end pranks, Imagine the work 
involved in taking a wagon all apart and re-assembling it astride the 
top of Walt Allen's barn. It was quite 2 task to get it down again too. 





Albert Dewson recalled one Hallowe'en night someone harnessed 
‘Ole Johnson's cows. When he saw them fited out thus, he doubted his 
senses and went to a neighbor's place to ask if they thought he was in 
his right mind, or whether he was “seeing things”, 
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Two oF three young fellows rede down to the Parge brothers ranch 
to see what mischief could be done, but before they got down to business 
the people in the house became aware of them. Hastily they mounted 
‘and galloped away, but bullets from a rifle rang like bells on a road 
trader's blade as they raced past 








Dr. Keith homesteaded « quarter about two rales south of the school 
When ‘Tone Peterson had quinsy, he attended the abscess on the boy's 
neck. There were no doctors available outside of Stettler of Coronation 
Dr. Keith returned to US. later, having sold his homestead to Arthur 
W. Rowe. 


In mid-December of 1913 the school concert was held as scheduled 
Mrs. Poterson made the coffee at home and the men folk carried it the 
short distance to the schoo! for Iunch. She hated to miss the program, 
since all five of the children had parts in it; but she didn’t want the 
impending sixth to put In an appearance too, so she did her part with 
the coffee supply. Monday morning, the fifteenth, she dispatched her 
hnusband to fetch Mrs. George Edmunton, who was to stay with her 
during confinement. She hustled the children off to school. She sent 
the oldest to ask Mrs. Phil Courmey to hurry over as she was afraid 
Mrs. Fdmunson would be 100 late. When Ruth was bom, Mrs, Courtney 
was doctor, nurse and midwife, George Hall visiting the next day, looked 
in at the newest Peterson and observed, “Looks just ike a fish!” 














George Hell, who married Lillian Fennel, lived for a time on the 
Jn the pretty log house there above the spring, NE quarter: 
10-17. He now lives on Vancouver Island, 








‘The Peterson children had pet magpie they kept in a net cage 
Its toenails were long end sharp, and when the children played with it 
thelr hands would get scratched wickedly, so Mrs, Edmunson decided 
to trim its nails. Av dinnertime the children would not eat any of the 
good stew that had been prepared for them. In vain the good lady coaxed. 
‘When questioned by their mother later, they declared some of the magpie’s 
toenails had fallen into the pot, unseen by Mrs. Edmunson. She never 
did understand why. the usually voracloss youngsters had such poor 
appetites that day. ‘They watched fascinated while the grown-ups thor 
‘oughly enjoyed thelr dine 





Henry Quaschnicks ved on the quarter section west of the Dawson 
homestead (NW 5-30-17). There was a small coal mine near there 


They were good people of Geemen origin, good neighbors to all who 
knew them, 





Anton Peterson bought his first chreshing gas engine from them, 
called a Titan. It had large flywheels and an upright metal cylinder that 
looked something like a water tank, It was hauled by horses 

‘One day when Van vas sent on some errand down 10 Quaschnick’s 
home, he chanced to be there at dinner time and was, of Course, asked to 
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sit in and join them. The youngster was given, among other foods, a 
generous serving of sauerkraut on his plate, He was unable to go the 
Smell of i and was so taken by surprise that he left the table abruptly 
and ran home cryings never having seen sauerkraut before, he thought 
they were offering him something thet had gone bed. 








The whole family was excited one early fall day, when Dad Peterson 
hhauled home a brand new threshing outlit All admired it and i surely 
Tooked fine sitting out in the yard, with iis bright new paint, The next 
rmorning when the family rose to go about thelr chores, they saw # heavy 
frost over ell, Now how were they going to pay for the nice new machine! 








Another time to remember was when Benson ruptured his appendix 
Iifing m hayrack on of off a wagon, and had to be rushed to the nearest 
hospital (Calgary) by Fred MeFadden, who had a new Ford car. ‘The 
boy hovered between life and death for weeks, but finelly youth and good 
health prevailed; though he was not strong for some time afterward, 
Some months afterward he left home and went ro Eastern Canada where 
hhe made his way as cook in logging and construction camps, until he 
crosed Into US, later enlisting in Naval Secret Service, spending many 
years in Haiti, and other Southern Islands, 











He told many grisly tales of native rituals and sacrifices. He became 
fluent in the language, and passed among them readily, learning of many 
things in their culture contrary to the laws being upheld by US. After 
leaving the Service he furthered his education in universitis there, and 
hes for meny years operated « School of Marine Engineering in Boston, 
He hes e number of textbooks to his credit, and a degree in Dr. of 
Philosophy, as well es Engineering. He has two sons and one daughter, 
fand several grandchildren, 

















Van Peterson married Bessie Young, December 24, 1925, and farmed 
of 22-30-17, Tis had previously been farmed by the Williams family. 
Mr. Williams wes one of the fl fatalities fllowing the war 1914-18. Just 
across the road to the east lived Omar B. Richardson end family of three 
gitls, This is now the home of Kerl Bund Jr. 








‘Ata later date Van bought end moved onto the Ole Johnson estate 
(BY, of 3-29-17), working part time and winters In the mines at East 
Coulee until the outbreak of war in 1989, when he enlisted and did 
service in England and aly, returning as sergeant after peace was 
declare. 


Alter the war the family of two boys and one girl moved with the 
father and mother to a farm near Buck Lake, where James still lives. 
‘Their oldest son, Grover, was fatally injured while operating heavy road 
machinery south of Calgary, atthe age of 23. Minnie, merried Ray Harper 
find lives in Edmonton, She i a licensed barber and combines her trade 
‘long with raising an active family of four boys and one git 
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Semuel Peterson and his wife live in Calgary. He is a carpenter 
by trade and his wife a steno-typist employed by an insurance company, 


Anton Peterson works in Stoddard, Wisconsin, as a machinist. He 
rarried Beatrice Vaver in 1925 and they have two daughters, The older 
aughter holds 2 government position as a social worker, while the 
younger daughter, marcied to David Peterson, teaches art in. Madison, 
Wis, her husband teaching mechanics at the same university. ‘They have 
three children, two boys and one gle 





Grace Peterson married Arthur Lunn in 1924 and lived. In Boston 
for many years, moving to Oregon and later Blaine, Wash., where they 
now reside, They had three daughters, Evangeline, Lols and Charlot. 
Lois died at the age of 20 years. The others both married and live in 
[Los Angeles, 


James married Bertha McKee and they have wo boys, After leaving 
the alr force where he served in England, he operated a refrigeration 
business in Vancouver for many years. He is now retired and has built 
home on land once owned by his maternal grandfather, near White 
Rock, BC. and where grandmother Celia Bennet Huntley is. buried, 
One son if at home, the other marred and with four children, lives in 
Vancouver 





Ruth marvied Richard Fredrick Miles November 10, 1939, and lived 
for some years in Rosedale where Dick was employed as hoist operator 
at the mine. Later they moved to the farm in Hand Hills, spending ten 
years there. They have four children, two boys and twin gels. The family 
moved to Red Deer in 1958 where Dick is employed as steam engineer 
at the Institution for retarded adults known as Deerhome Hospital, Ruth 
trained at Alberta School Hospital, graduating in 1961 and is now 
employed at Deethome Hospital on’ the nursing stall. The oldest boy, 
Douglas, lives in Edmonton and works in electronics for LBM, has one 
daughter, Gwen. Douglas married Donna Alder. Second son, Robin, lives 
in Red Deer with his wile and small son, Trent, He married Betty-Los 
Reel. He is presently © mechanic in a local garage 





Karen married Sterling Winston MacDonald, and they have « small 
son Richard. They make thelr home in Edmonton. Sterling works with 
[New Holland division of Sperry Rand Co, at present 

Clarice works in a government office in Fdmonton as clerk steno- 
srapher, Department of Lands and Forests 

Soren Anton Peterson died in White Rock at the age of eighty-seven 
‘Minnie Peterson survives and is presently eighty-eight years of age 

Mr. Richard Miles, Dick’s father, tells chis litle incident. He built 
the chimney in the Hand Hills Lake Club House and shingled the roof 
There was some controversy about pay for the chimney and the committee 
In charge refused to pay as expected, through some technicality he con 
sidered not of his doing. Later, after many other jobs were done and 
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pald for, he let them know that they had paid through the other jobs 
for the one they had refused to pay for earlier! 
‘THE TOM McBEATH STORY 
warren ny Tow McBean 
In April 1906, my brother Percy, and I landed in the Hand Hills 


with a rancher, Bert Lockwood. He lived on the west side of the Hills, 
T think Petersons owned the land later on 








[A little farther on among the hills was a ranch owned by a family 
named Celdwell, The Caldvells hed come from the United States to 
Pine Lake, Alberta. They had two sons and two daughters. They later 
fon sold out and moved down to the Red Deer River near Poverty Fats; 
then the Taylors took over their old ranch site in the Mis. T think that 
seas in 1908, 


When the first world war broke out in 1914, Seymour Taylor 
enlisted and went oversees, He never came back to Canada again, as 1 
hhave been told that he had both feet shot off, end now is living near 
London, England 





Then, geting « litle farther around the Hill, was @ ranch owned 
by a family by the name of Lamley (the Sam Pocklington place), now 
owned by Fred Courtney. 





‘There was the Bob Shaw ranch, later owned by Jack DuBots, and 
ater him by Jack Bell, Alex Gillespie, Hymen Cohen, and now by Gordon 
Ferraby and Norman Dalsto, I neglected to mention the Calhouns who 
fived on the old Taylor place, First they built it up, then sold to Cald- 
wells, and moved to @ place in the gep east of Hand Hills Lake 





Going the other way sround the Hills, there was. young fellow 
by the name of George Wills. He had a place 10 the right of the top 
‘of Cut-Off Coulee, He was not there very long as he was drowned crossing 
the Red Deer River in June, I think the year wes 1908 





“The Meson ranch was on the north side of the Hills In that femily 
there were four boys: Doctor Jim, Fred, Hugh and Andrew; and four 
girls: Mrs. Keen, Mrs. Cowan, Mrs, Ed Longmire (Frankie), and Mrs. 
Walter King (Mildred). Jim left the ranch ond later graduated as a 
doctor. He came back to the Hills again, and started practicing fo Delis, 
Teter going to Hanna and Stetler for a short time. From there he went 
to Vancouver, and enlisted as a doctor on @ boat. He died aboard ship 
on one of his voyages. 


In August 1906 the Jobergs, Herman and Amell, came to the Fils 
swith a large herd of eattle and settled on the northeast comer of the 
Hills, I believe Herman took over the ranch from Amell. At one time 
the Jobergs had a coal mine, and a litle store in the Cut-Oif Coulee. 
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(On that side of the Hills there were no more ranches until you came 
to the L. A, Flet ranch, They settled there, I think, in the fall of 1905, 
Tees had moved a house there, that he had bought from Frank Newmen, 
who lived at a spring which later became the Alf Keay place 











In the spring of 1906 I landed in the Hills, but T didn’t stay. 1 went 
back to Red Deer and worked it a sawmill in the summer of 1906. 

My brothers wife and two children. artived in the Hills that year 
They spent their first winter at a place located on « spring which, later 
‘on, was known as Bob Congdon’ 





Bob came from Stetler to ron a store that had been started by 
Matthias and McBrine in 1909. AL this store was « post office, and the 
‘mail wes brought from Stetler once a week, People came from all pars 
fof the country to get their mail, and to get food from the store as wel 
‘The store served # large country up until 1913, when the ralroad came 
through from the east. 


There was a post olfie started in Delia, which was first called 
Highland, ‘The town grew up to be a very nice western town. Les Flett 
built large livery and feed barn there. The Taylors built another barn 
on the west side of the main street, across from the Crown Lumber Co, 


1 think it was the fall of 1913, Me. and Mes, Flett and I were away 
fon a trip to Seskatchevan, collecting on notes we held ageinst horses, 
‘we had sold the previous stimmer. We were on our way ome when we 
pulled into Alsask, The hotel man said how soery he was to hear ol 
Ler's loss in Delia. Les asked him what he meant by ‘lose then he had 
the news broken to him that the barn had burned down. it was a geeat 
blow for us, as we had not heard anything about it. There was another 
Jharn built the next spring. 











Well, to go back a few years to the fall of 1906, a prairie fire came 
from the gopher-head district in the north, ‘That fire’ burned all the 
range, and a large amount of the hay thet bad been ent and stacked 
the previous summer. To mike things worse for the cate ranchers, 
fone of the cokdest and longest winters set in on November 24, 1906. 
Cattle died by the thousands. ‘There were very few of the ranchers who 
bed any stock left by spring 





Millers, who had a ranch on the south end of Hand Hills Lake, lost 
very heavily. Jim Lawson who was feeding Bob Shaw's cattle got through 
the winter in good shape. He had plenty of everything in the line of feed 
and shelter. 


‘The spring of 1907 was @ blue time for everyone in that country, 
saher the winter of the blue snow. 





My brother, Percy, and his family went down to the Red Deer River, 
and started a store in a tent, They used to bring the meil from Gleiehen 
and deliver it to Hand Hills, Parr, end Lone Butte. By this time T had 























come back from Red Deer and went into business with my brother. We 
{ot e post office established In an old log hovse we had got from David 
Glass. He had gone back to England ta live, The post office was called 
"Dorothy" and I think itis stil there, 


I went up to the Hills end homestesded the EY 30-29-16, not far 
from the Flett Ranch, which was more of a home to me than my own. 
home, I will never forget the kindnesss shown me by the Flett family, and 
Lome MeDonald and his father. I watched the children grow up, and 1 
still have the same feeling for them that T had in those days. We had 
some happy times around the FY. 








In the summer of 1906, two brothers, Philip and Frank Courtney 
located in the Hand Hills. Their home ranch was at Cluny. They came 
Into the Hills before a survey had been made, Thete was another piece 
of land squatted by Chan Gowan. In later years he was found dead in 
his bed. Chan rode en old gray horse, which was a very gentle, quit 
animal 


After the country was surveyed into sections, the setters started 10 
come in, Among the fist settlers that I can remember were the Broadbenis 
—Tom and Herry; then the Venus's, Peterson's, Ole Johnson, and Trena 
man, who lived next to the Hand Hills School, George and ‘Tom Morrisons 
John and Charlie Gilbert, who settled on WY 30-29-16, and the Anderson 

who came into the Hills from Shepard—Anton, Martin and 














‘We lived and farmed in that country. We had good times, and bad 
times, but we were happy with very litle 9 go on. 





Lame down to Ontario during the first World War, and met a gil, 
Anne L. White, and on October 10, 1917, we were married in Deli, at 
the home of my brother J. P. MeBeath, Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Flett were 
four attendants, Our first boy was born August 25, 1918. That was the 
year the Spanish flu took so many lives. Our seeond boy was born in 
Hanne, Joly 4, 1925, Both boys went to Hend Hills School. The oldest, 
Jack, was a pilot in the second war. He is now living in Calgary. Wilson, 
the second boy was an instructor in the army, He now has a business 
in Ingersoll, Ontario, where we live at the present time, 














1 JOBERG STORY 
suunais oF Masti, Buncrss Josrnc 

1, Mabel Burgess Joberg, was bom in Heber City, Usah, of English 
parentage. My grandfaiher eame from Chestershire, England, to the United 
States as a young man, and settled in, or near, Salt Lake City, Utah, 
My grandmother's people, the Hartwell aso eame from England In 1712, 
ind settled in Concord, Mass, in the New England States. My mother’s 
name was Oaks, They eime from Southern Ontario; and T knew Grand: 
mother Oaks very well. They moved to the United States, and brought 
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with them large timber contracts and developed « large sawmill in the 
mountains above Ashley Valley, Utah, 





My sister, Sara DuBois, came to Canada in 1803 with her husband, 
Jack DuBois, end his three young children by a former marriage, They 
‘came from Colorado, where they were marzied. The children were near 
mage and had some schooling. My sister and brother-in-law asked me to 
fome and teach them, although I was not a qualified tescher; 1 did so, 
bat mainly for my health, My site's own two boys were then four 
years, and one and one-hall, A daughter was born late. 





I arrived in Canada in 1909 and was met at Gletchen by my brother- 
inlaw. He bad a team and a sleigh full of buffalo robes and a foot 
‘wermer, which amazed me, as T was not used to such cold weather, 

We stayed overnight at the old Lawson Ranch (about five miles 
northwest of Husar). My sister's step-daughter and T played cards with 
the Lawson boys and had an enjoyable evening, 

1 shalt never forget how kind and thoughtful Mes. Lawson was, and 
she made us very welcome, [ should have liked meeting her again, but 
the distance was 60 great, and travelling hard, so T never saw her again, 








‘The next day we proceeded toward the DuBois Ranch. At noon we 
stopped to rest and have a meal at the MeBeath Ranch, By the way, the 
MeBeath Ranch was where Dorothy is now, om the Red Deer River 
MMe, MeBeath was justice of the peace, merchant, and rancher, and also, 
Tater on, had a post ollce, He earrid’ the mal to the post office at Bob 
Congdon’ Store n the Hand Hills 











Here let us add a note of explanation; Matthias and MBrine had 
store in Stettler, B, H. Matthias, who brought the mail from Stettler, was 
the first postmaster at the Hand Hills Post Office. This Post Office was 
established Apri 1, 1909, on the Robert Congdon place. Jack Grewer had 
{blacksmith shop there, also although he homesteaded NY 23-30-17-WA. 
‘When the Hand Hills Post Office was moved to the George B. Morrison 
homestead in 1912, Mr, Grewer also moved his blacksmith shop. He 
continued his work of sharpening plough shares, and general blacksmith 
lings as well as complying with his homestead duties. 











There were just ranches in those days. The DuBols Ranch was sold 
to Jack F, DuBois by R. L. Shaw, who was at thet time a Member of 
Perliament. Their lese extended from the top of the Hill to the west end 
of Fish Lake. On the south was the Reed Lease. The Kelly's were on 
Fish Lake, and McLean's northeast of the Lake. Miller's were on the 
south part of the Hand Hills Lake, and Flt’ lived where Orval lives now, 
NE 32-20-16-W4. 

(On the northern side were Joberg’s, and Mason's, East of Jobers’, 
rear Watts, were Jim and Ed Parker who, later took their eattle north 
fast. South’ were Gowsn's on the Bull Pound, which was owned by 
brothers Dr, Gowan, George, and Chan of Denver, Colorado, 


199 

















South of Gowan's was the old Ogilvie Ranch owned by Jack Ogilvie, 
ew of the owner of the Ogilvie Milling Company. Young Jack spent 
his summer vacations there, Clapsaddle, thelr foreman, end young Jack 
used to ride for thelr stay stock, as everyone did, sometimes as far as 

ldwell’s and Wright's on the River. Big Bill Caldwell, in later years, 
rode in parades at the Calgary Stampedes, 


In those days it was customary for ranchers to stop for a meal when 
near dwelling at eealtine; and my sister served many a meal. Sara 
‘ordered her groceries from Stettler, and sent a four-horse team and wagon 
or sleigh to get them. If she needed something In a hurey she drove with 
f team and buggy to the Congdon Store; and picked up the mail as wel 
Previous to that the cowboys rode to the River, oF Dorothy, for our mail, 
‘oF brought It 10 us as they were riding by. 











Closer to DuBois’s were MeMurray’s with Willard Marziott as one 
of the ranch hands, He was called “Fireguard” beeause of the heavy fery 
beard which covered most of his face. In later years he had a contract 
with the CPR. to plovgh the fireguard from what is now Centre Street, 
find Ninth Avenue Fast, in Calgary, to the Red Deer River. Number 
‘One Highway now follows the old firoguard for thirty-five miles, or more. 








(On the west and north were the Taylors—Bracy and Seymour; and 
about three miles northwest of DuBols’s were the Dodd Brothers—Ernie 
fand Herb. At the gravel pit was the Brede Horse Ranch; and northwest 
the Savage Brothers, on Michleht Creek 


The dipping vat was close to the Taylor Ranch. Cowboys drove the 
cattle into a vat af strong sulphur solution, which was supposed to kill 
Tice and mange. The renchers came from near and far for the occasion, 
bringing herds of cate 


Fach rancher used what land he needed to sun his cattle, Later this 
land was surveyed by the government for homestesding. In 1908 and 
1909 settlers came in to apply for their homesteads and kept on coming 
for several years Some left Inter on and some are there today. 


met my fture brother-in-law, Amell, in an odd way. T was at my 
siste’s serubbing the floor of an ante-room off the kitchen. ‘Ths room was 
fused in summer as a men's wash-room, and in the winter for the heavy 
outdoor clothing. Someone at the open door remarked, "Give her a few 
Ticks for me" L was s0 starded it took me a minute or two before T asked 
him in, That was Amell Joberg 





His brother, Herman, then started to visi us, and came frequently 
My sister approved of our marriage on Oetober 27, 1909, in a new home 
hhe had built: Our first baby was born in 19L1 and died six weeks later 
Our second baby boy dled as well 


‘Amell and Herman came to the Hand Hills in 1906 and 1907 with 
three hundred head of eattle. They drove them across country to the 
Bow River while it was in flood. One of the cowboys, on a saddle horse 
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plunged into the river, chaps and all, Leriats were thrown to him, but the 
Eurrunt was 50 strong itearried him away. He was only nineteen years old 





When the body was recovered the boys went to the little In 
‘Trading Post at Blackfoot Crossing, owned by Frank Courtney, where 
they bought a three and one-half point Indian blanket in which to wrap 
the bedy for burial. (A few years Inter we had the Courtneys as our 
near neighbors, Phil Courtney homesteaded directly west of us, and 
Frank's homestend was south, and west a couple of miles.) 





‘They camped on the bank of the Bow until the river became normal 
‘The Indians eressed the cattle on the ver, to the other side in exchange 
for a cow, which they barbecued on the spot 





‘Amell and Herman arrived in the Hund Hills in the summer, and put 
up hay, and built shed for the cattle. Unfortunately, they lost most of 
them during the cold, hard winter; and those not dead were badly ctippled. 


They settled on what was knowa in later times as the Joberg, Place. 
‘Amell already ad one homestead, and couldn’t file on. another, 30 
Herman took this one in 1908, and acquired more land as time went by. 
He bought his pre-emption in 1912. Mason's, who lived north of us, 
were our closest neighbors, and always our very good friends, 


My brother-in-law, A. F. Joberg, had a store et the mine before the 
railroad came in, around 1913, Freight was hauled in from Stetler, and 
Tater on, from Munson, The store burned down around 1914 ot so, and 
he received only half of the worth of the goods. He didn't bother with 
the store or the mine after the fire, and sold his Tease to the Marshals. 
Hee took his family to South Dakota, and later to southem California, 


Amell kept the miners, and boarded them, with the help of a Chinese 
cook with « long queue. Jo Curo worked for him, and liked pie so well 
hhe would steal it from the cookhouse while the cook was out for a walk. 
‘After many complaints the Chinese cook finally eaught him in the act, 
and chased Jo with e large carving Knife up the side of the hill. Jo was 
twice the sizeof the cook, but still very frightened man, 





Heeman worked for Amell at the mine and saved money enough to 
start farming, acquiring cattle and land once again. He always liked 
Fenching best, end that. was the reason for the two brothers originally 
‘coming to the Hand Fills 


Francis Courtney was eight years old when I frst met him. He was 
going swimming in the ereck which ran through Mr. Peterson's land, now 
‘owned by Val Gobel, Someone had seen the boys and told them they 
fmust heve suitable clothing, 1 wes visiting Mrs. Courtney while she was 
‘making him swim sult out of flour sacks. She mede it, and T sewed the 
buttons on, Maybe Francis will not remember, but T do, 





[At this time we had quite a few children in our valley to attend a 
school, so one was built in 1911 with Maggie Fletcher, now Mrs, Walter 
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addlesion, as the first teacher. Mr. Peterson, Me. Venus and Mr. Courtney 
Were trustees, Mr. Harry Broadbent gave enough land for the school and 
grounds, 





Some of the children from the district who attended the Hand Hills 
Schoot during the early years were three Venuses, two MeFaddens, five 
Petersons, one Morrison, two Masons, three Courtneys, one Keith end 
two Gilberts. My sister's two boys attended also for a short time. 





The school room was large, and served as a meeting place for every~ 
thing from church to dances, debates, suppers, and. Christmas concerts 
Mr. Venus was always Santa Claus at the Christmas concert, and. was 
8 very good one; later Herman was Santa. The school burned down in 
1838 and that seemed to end our happy times at the schoolhouse. One 
of our friends said the school was bumed to get him out of grade four. 





‘The Hillview schoolhouse was brought in from its location cast of 
Delia, but it never seemed to be the centre anymore, ‘The Club House 
was, by then, a better place to dance and hold meetings, whist drives, 
and other forms of entertsinment. A church was built across from the 
old Shoults place—one-half mile west, and two miles north of the Club 
House, and probably is funetioning still, 


Tam getting ahead of myself now. 


We were very happy to have the ralroad through in 1913, when Delia 
and Craigmyle were built, Both hed different names et that time, Delia 
was Highland, and Craigmyle, Lillo. They were early day post offices, 
and the names were changed by railroad officials, Henna was named afi 
an official, Delia was our town, but when roads were built we were cit 
ff from the main road. The distance to Delia, the long way around, was 
thirteen to fourteen miles, and only mine to Craigmyle, so we changed 
four address t0 the later town, 


‘They were both good towns, but dentists and doctors were scarce fa 
the west. Each town had two banks, two livery stables, two or three stores, 
‘wo restaurants, also a hotel in 1917, 


LA. Flett owned one of the livery stubles, Mrs, Fett drove to Delia 
very often with a pair of matched bucktkins, to keep books for her 
hhusband. Delia had two disastrous fires, and then it began to deteriorate 
but now it Is slowly building up again. 

‘When war was declared in 1914 many of our boys from the Hand 
Hills joined up. When Mrs, Venus had a party for them, Claude Almond 
lay in a bedroom most of the night very ill from the inoculations the 
boys were given. Some of the boys who joined were Claude Almond, John 
sand Osear Peet, Roy Lindsay, and Henry Taylor 

Mr. Brede was realled to Germany, as he had been a German officer. 
Instead, he left for Mexico and went deep into the mountains, He later 
sent for his wife and two sons. He had built @ nice log house below the 
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bill where the spring was; and Me. and Mrs. Almond lived there for a 
while alter they eame back from the east. 


We made a trip back to Utsh in 1914 to visit both our parents; and 
returned home to find everyone engaged in the war effort, trying to do 
thelr shere. We had parties and dances to raise money for the Red Cross. 


Our first Hand Hills Stampede, in ald of the Red Cross, was lneld 
at Miller's Ranch, in 1917, when young man was drowned in Hand 
Hills Lake, Mrs. Ernest Pearson, who now lives in Drumheller, made a 
number of dives in the water to rescue him, but, in spite of all efforts 
hhe couldn't be revived, Mrs, Person had been @ mistress of a swimming 
school in London before coming to Canada, 

Dr. Lawson, from South Asin, homesteaded and lived in the Hand 
Hills for some time. He attended me when Ellis was born in 1916, and 
ry other two sons before him. My sister invited Dr. Lawson, his wife 
fand daughter, also Me. and Mrs. Blair and five-year-old Betty, for a 
teal when they arrived in 1909, Tey had been camping and appreciated 
good dinner, ‘They were her neighbors from then until they left 











Lillico (Craigmyle) hed a great pienie, with people coming. from 
far and near. Dr Lawson, dressed in beautiful white flennels, drove a 
team to this particular plenfe, He got about two miles north of our place 
‘when the buggy went into a soaphole or quicksand. Some farmer helped 
hhim out, but by then his appearance was completely ruined; nevertheless, 
he came along to the pienie, refreshed himself and got some of the mud 
removed and wis none the worse for the experience 


During these years we had a very good baseball team In the Hand 
Hills They won many games from teams in Hanna, Drumbeller, Wayne, 
lie, and Munson. These towns had very good teams also, George Venus 
was captain and catcher; Bert Kelth, pitcher; Hermen Short, fst base; 
Herman Joberg, second base; Frod McFadden, third base; and Max Keith, 
shortstop. Lean’t remember who played the field. Most of the boys eame 
hoe from the States where they had played baseball before. 


1 have neglected to mention one of our early neighbors, who was 8 
regular visitor to everybody, He was a cripple, and light-fingered to say 
the least, He would pick up small things fom eggs to barbed wire. People 
Tiked to give him a meal, but wondered what would be missing when he 
left 


One day Herman saw him coming and they weot to the barn where 
he hung his coat. They etme to the house for dinner which was all on the 
table. Herman made an excuse to go back to the bar and found he 
had slipped a dozen of so egys in his coat pocket, He used a board and 
meshed the eggs in the pocket and came in to dinner. We gave him 
Tots of eggs, potatoes, vegetables, and ater food but he just couldn't help 
doing, what he did. He was a neighborhood character and ended his days 
‘with a stroke and froze to death. 
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Tn 1918 the “ilu epidemic” was upon us, and everyone was terrified. 
Mrs, Hough Mason nursed her husband back to normal when he was 
slmost gone. Delia was filled with tents to accommodate the sick, many 
of whom died. One from our distelet was Herman Short, who was 
engaged to a local glel at that time 








Many people were kept busy nursing the sick, and burying the 
ead, Hospitals, churches, and all publie buildings were taken over for 
the stricken, This didn't last too long but the boys were coming, back 
from the war, some to die of the fla 


Oscar Peet was killed in the first part of the war, as were others 
from around Delia; while some came home gassed, or wounded, which 
affected them the rest of their lives. Harry Taylor was a stvetcher-bearer, 
‘and Roy Lindsay still has shrapnel in his chest, 








‘Claude Almond arrived back fom the east with a prety bride. Many 
boys brought English girs back with them, as they did in the Second Wa 
The following years progressed more normally. 
The second Hand Hills Stampede was again held at the Miller Rench 


There were very few cars at that time; the horse and buggy was the 
main means of transportation 





Everyone worked for the Red Cross, and the ladies of the cburch 
donated their services. The community spirit was fantastic! The Club 
House was buile and everyone worked and donated towards that, too 
Mr. HL. McDonald and Lome MeDonald, Sr. worked without stopping 
85 carpenters, until it was finished. Everything in the line of entertatanent 
‘was held there including hockey, curling, and roller skating. The Ladies 
Aid served the coffee and refreshments. Special mention should be made 
of the untiring efforts of Mrs, Flett, Mrs, MeDoneld, Mrs. White, Mrs 
Benedict, Mrs. Miller, and Mrs, Peacock 


Milligans bought the Dartt place and came to live as our neighbors. 
Our children vent to school together, and played with each other. The 
schoolhouse activities were such good fun! Everyone knew cach other 
‘The school teacher organized the picnics, and baseball was a big featire 
AAC our last school pienie Bruce Allen arrived without his wile. Someone 
asked where his wife was, and he sald, “I couldn't get her stared”, Mrs 
Peet, ofall people, spoke up with, “Try Texaco!” She was quite prim, and 
$0 nice, and this coming from ‘her was unexpected. Everyone laughed 
4 lot at her reply. Ada and Claude started throwing water, and soaked 
each other, chasing all over the grounds. That day ended with a violent 
thunder storm; so we all went home with many happy memories 





AAs T near the end of this narr 
‘come to my mind. 





few accidents, o near accidents, 


One day when I was driving a team to the A. F. Joberg store a 
young colt bolted. I lost my hat and was sitting in'the bottom of the 
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boggy when Hugh Meson and a helper, who were building « fence, 
caught the horse and retrieved my hat. I was badly shaken and trembling 
fo think what could have happened had T not had help. 


Another time Herman and I were on our way to the store when 
snake came between the horses, I threw the lines up in the air when 
the horses started acting up, as I was driving, but Herman recovered them, 
tnd was able to control the team, so once again luck was with us 





Around 1935 Herman and Mr, Milligan were digging coal im, the 
Willow Creek Coulee. This coal could be had for the digging, which 
helped in those herd years. They were asleep for the night (they thought) 
in iter camp, when a herd of wild horses ran over them and up into 
the coulce. ‘Phe men were not hurt, as the horses jumped over them, 
bat their camp was completely ruined. Sleep had now left them, so they 
Iheaded for home 


In the easly 1990s Wilkon MeBeath, who is now an undertaker in 
Ingersoll, Ontario, went with his father to dig coal in the seme area. 
Wilson was playing while his father dug under a ledge, The ledge fell 
and buried the father up wo his neck. ‘The boy walked nine miles for 
help and no one was home, so he walked another three or four malls, 
Mt MeBeath was taken to the hospital where the doctor found he had 
Tome broken Bones, s0 after two or three months he retumed home, 10 
pack and move to Ingersoll, Ontario. 


‘The Second World Wear vas upon us. Ellis joined the RCA. and 
became an instructor in flight engineering, Hazel martied # boy in the 
RCA, also an instructor in radio and wireless. Neither went overseas 
but both trained many boys who did go overseas 


While in the Hand Hills we had aquired fourteen hundred. acres 
of land and we farmed and. ralsed cattle until we left there 


We bought a home here in Vancouver and have made a few friends 
We went to the United Church until [hurt my neck and back and since 
then T haven't been very active 


We moved from the Hand Hills widh great regrets. It seemed 1 let 
my life behind me 
EA. Note by Mrs. F. C, Courtney 

It would appear from the foregoing history that Mr. and. Mes 
Joberg considered themselves only as residents of the Hand Hills district~ 
bur they. were mach more, and their individual contributions are_ well 
worth mentioning. 





Mr, Joberg was president of the Hand Hills Club House and 
Stampede for more than twenty years, He as councillor for the M.D, 
Of Michichi 277 for several terms, s trustee on the local school board, 
fand president of the Mutual Telephone Company. 
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Herman played the trumpet in the Delia (Highland) Band, and 
the ‘accordion at the schoolhouse dances. His rendition of “Over the 
Waves” was always a favorite at these dances, 


In the sports department he was very active; became popular as a 
baseball umpire. He was constantly in demand to officiate at sports dey 
tournaments, games atthe school picnics, as well as at regular league games 


The paying customers got extra value for their money at some of these 
games for as well as being an excellent umpire, Herman put on quite a 
show for the spectaiors. If ball touched ‘him, or even eame close, he 
acted like he was really injured. His antics were so. convincing. that he 
ould actually have been hurt without anyone knowing for sure ‘Thinking 
back—it would have been a terrible thing if he veally had’ a brokes 
limb, and everyone stood by laughing, 





Mrs. Joberg also was keenly interested in the life of the community. 
taking part in the activities of the Ladies’ Club, the chuteh grows ace 
She could always be depended upon to work a good long ceil" ike 
refreshment booth on stampede day. She was untiting. in her work fee 
the Red Cross; and was always willing to add her contribution towenle 
making a success of concerts, plays, plenics, and dances. In Tact, twas 
Mrs, Jobers who taught many of the young fellows of the slisiriet te 
ance, She, like her husband, was also @ sports enthesiee, 


Tt could also be added that, in time of need, one could always depend 
fon both Mr. and Mrs. Joberg to help in any way posible, In chor the 
Jobergs were really good neighbors nd their departure from one con’ 
‘munity was keenly felt 


MR. AND MRS. ALBERT (BERT) DAWSON 
ny Doxority Exsté Dawsow Lapeer, Dacsusen 1967 


My Father and Mother came 10 the Hand Hills region in the year 
410. ‘Their background was Easier Canada, where they had’ been 
married in 1904 near Collingwood, Ontario; farming there for oor 
ears, Originally the Dawsons were of English siock, Dad coming, to 
Canada with his parents about 1885 when he was only two years ol, 
An unele of Dad's, John, being the elder son, succeded to the Dewson 
‘tate, so Dad's father, Frederick, as was customary in those days, “ment 
ut into the world to seek his fortune”. Mothers folks the Penilonds 
ere Scots, who later migrated to Ireland, whose history has beem trocad 
back over seven hundted years to the landed gentry of those dey Ae 
4 child T ean remember Dad, always an incorrigible tease, teasing Nother 
about “those horse:staling Pentland relations” of hers, and T'was always 
Breatly incensed that her only answer was a calor smile! Bue whet 
grew older and read the “Pentland Family History", T learned. why che 
could afford just to smile. 
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To go back 10 the early days of their marriage, Ded had the 
‘magnificent sum of one hundred and fifteen dollars when he married— 
bbiained from the sale of his “courting” horses! He and George Hel 

2 cousin of Mother's, who years later married Lillian Fennell, «ss 
Gt John Fennell of Delie—worked in the woods in the winter making 
two dollars and twenty-five cents on a good day. Edith and Emma were 
horn here near Collingwood, 


However, the lute of the west called, so they sold that stock they 
had sovumulated and moved to Manitoba, but did not stay over a year, 
4s the huge threshing crews were “tilling” on a woman. Hence, further 
‘yest they moved, taking horses for « neighbor to his place at Sunnyslope, 
Thiberta, where they lived and where Mary was born, tll Dad had a 
chance to look arognd and get land of his own in the Hand Hills area 
While at Sunnyslope he put up hay for Pat Bums for two dollars « ton 
to get money to buy six cows to take to the homestead, 











‘The years in “The Hills", four, I believe, were typical of pioneer 
days with hardships—but wonderful fellowship—and neighbors, Twas 
thorn in The Hills one September day when Ded was haying, He sent 
Tdith, who'd be about six years old at the time, over the hills to bring 
a Mrs, Quaschnick, «midwife, t0 assist at the birth. (Relatives of hers 
{til live near Hanna). And Ada Venus (Mrs. Dan Laverty), then in her 
very carly teens, walked over two miles each day to help Mother until 
She was on her feet again, (Our homestead was west of Francis Court: 
hney’s corner. We've lad family picnics there in recent years—with the 
ind permission of the present owner, Lawrence Morton.) 














[Names of neighbors I remember hearing of were the Masons, the 
Petersons, the Becks, the Taylors, the Peets, the Courtneys, the Morrisons, 
the Smiths, the Jobergs, the Venuses, the Richardsons, the McFaddens, 
the Almonds, and the Shorts, A Mrs. Sam Pocklington (whose husband 
‘was later in partnership with Bracey Norton-Taylor in operating the 
livery barn across Irom the Crown Lumber Hardware in Delia) wrote a 
book entitied "Morning Glory Gitl” which graphically described life at 
that time: the church on Sundays at Hand Hills School, the Literary 
Society, the Box Socials, the Ladies’ Ald meeting in the homes, the 
Christmas Concerts, ete 








My sisters say that they'd often waken to find themselves sleeping. 
sideways in the bed-—having been moved in the night 10 make rocm 
for some visitors! Onee, during a runaway, Mary was dropped. gently 
into the grass at the side of the road, ull Dad got the team under control 
Another time in the winter when the sleigh upset in deep snow, Mother 
discovered, when we arrived at our destination, and I wes unbundled, 
that she had been carefully holding me upside downt 





In onder to give his family of four girls an education Dad decided 
to move to town where he was engaged as a grain buyer for approximately 
thiry-tive years; also being an agent for the Imperial Oil in later years, 
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Thelma was born in Delia, az were 
his fourth year, of scarlet fever, and George, who died in infancy 


Mother suffered a stroke easly in. 1935 and was se 
nearly seventeen years, until her death in November, 
retired to Calgary’ in the fall of 19 








yw0 litle sons: Albert who died in 








paralyzed for 
I. (They ed | 








Dad then moved to White Rock, 


BC, where we often vised him until his death in February, 1961. They 


Tels « heritage 





© of wonderful family Ii 





to their daughters whose lives are | 


sill closely knit, and who manage a family gathering once or twice @ year. 


Their present locations and families are as follows 


U0. 


M1, 


V. 


v 





Edith married Albert Poland (reside in ‘Trochu) 


A, Bety married William Craig (reside fo Calgary) 


1, Jacqueline, 2. Tom, 3, Colin (deceased) 4, Gerry | 
Gay, 5. Kathy, 6. Joyce 





B, Jack married Sheila Pinkham (reside in Calgary) | 
1. Denny, 2. Cheryl, 3. Lee ] 


C Gerry married Dory McCann (reside in Calgary) | 
1. Michael, 2. Patricia, 3, Douglas 
Emma married William Spady (reside In Drumheller) 


A. Leslie married Murray ‘Turnbull (reside in Medicine 
Hat) 1. Christopher 





B. Donald (attending University of Edmonton) 


Mary marred Clayton Hicks (reside in Saskatoon) | 

A. Jean (resides in Calgary) 

B. Bob married Bernice Kornelson (attending University 
at Eugene, Oregon) 

Dorothy marred Buckley Limpert (reside in Delia) 


A. Byme marvied Irene Wharran (reside in Three Hills) 
B. Penny (Pentland) | 
C. Bonnie 





Thelma married William McChesney (reside in Calgary) 


A. Noel married Brenda Tupper (reside in Edmonton) 
1, Shelley, 2. Charlynn 


B, Joyce marred Guy Sexsmith (reside in Vancouver) 
1. Terri 
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The Pioncers—All they left to us was a heritage of courage and 
vision of tomorrow—thet has been enough 





ANDREW H. GRANT 


[Andrew Grant, a cousin of Mrs, George Innes, came to the Hand 
Hilly district ip about 1919, from Pontels, Saskatchewan. Tn a year oF 
two he bought the SEY 26-20-17 from the Hudson Bay and broke up 
the land with horses, He rented the Bruce Allen land for sev 
fand produced some good grain. 





[Andrew was a very good farmer, a hard worker, and a good neighbor. 
He sold his land to Harry Broadbent and bought and rented some land 
northwest of Delia 
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[Not long after moving north of Delia he retumed to Biele, Manitobs 
sand got married. The Grants continued to farm very succesfully north 
‘of Delia for a number of years, Several years ago they had a sale and 
moved to Haney, B.C, where they retired 





Mr. Grant was active in community affals. He was leader in 
the north 4-H Club for several years, and was able to give some very 
valuable information to his Club members, He also took a keen interest 
in the Farmer's Store of Delie, and other community affair. 


The Grants were good, solid citizens, and our lose becomes an asset 
to the Honey distit. 


‘THE COURTNEY STORY 
by Fraxas Coorrwry 
Frank and Philip Courtney were bom in a litle log cabin in a 
clearing near Wauconda, Illinois, In 1860 and 1865 respectively. Their 
parents, the Courtneys and the Corkins, were from families who had 
leit Ireland in 1846, the yeer of the great potato famine when chousan: 
died of starvation, and hundreds of thousands emigrated to America, 











Having had their fil of clearing land of dense oak and hickory trees 
they decided as young men to go w 








Frank worked on ranches in the early days, and also bought and 
sold horses. He hauled supplies to construction camps during the building 
of the Oregon Short Line. 


Phil went west and worked for the Union Pacific Rallway for nine 
years at North Platte, Kearney, Grand Island, and finally, out of the 
dispatch office in Omaha, Nebraska 


‘The wyphoid epidemic in 1898 nearly claimed the lives of both these 
‘men and, on recovering, followed their doctors otders to go to a higher 
and drier climate 





‘On July 11, 1900, Phil marviod Madeline Harriet Fairchild of Grand 
Island, Nebraska, where they lived for two and one-half years. Prior to 
hher marriage, Maude (Madeline) had worked for seven” years in th 
glove and silks depertment of Martin Brothers Department Store in Grand. 
land. 





Twas born July 14, 1902. It was in July of the same year thet Frank 
‘came to western Canada looking for a cattle and horse location, After 
two months of locking around trom Winnipeg west to Medicine Hat, 
he bought the litle Indian trading post at the Blackfoot Crossing, Mile 
783, Siding 13, NIW-T., cight miles enst of Gleichen Siding No. 14 
(Sidings im these days were set up end numbered west from the nearest 
divisional point, in this case Medicine Hat.) 
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During the fall of 1902 Frank and Phil assembled a few settlers effects 
to bring west the following spring 








On Easter Sunday, 1903, my mother and 1, age nine months, together 
with Pat Corkin, my father’s uncle, arrived at what was to be our home 
Jor the next seven years, We were let off the train at the iron gate at 
the Blackfoot Crossing, two hundred yards south of the old trading post 
‘That night my father and his carload of effects arrived at the siding 
fone and one-quarter eiles west (now Chany). 








Frank came west later that spring, and stayed for two weeks, then 
returned to Illinois and Nebraska to make more money to help stock 
the place with horses and cattle 


It can be noted here that It must have been quite a trying experience 
for my mother, a ety woman, coming to what must have seemed to her 
the end of civilization, and among Indians, 


The Roman Catholic Mission for the South Camp was situated on 
the Bow River about two and one-half miles southwes 

‘The Sisters at the Mission were very kind and helpful 
two miles to the northwest, the Telfords, five miles farther northwest, 
Jack Clark, ten miles northeast, up the Crowfoot Creek, and John Clark 
Sr. end two sons four miles southeast, so there were no really close 
neighbors 














Many of the oldtimers from the Red Deer River around what is now 
Finnegan end Trefoil used to stop on their way to Glelchen for supplies 
Some of the more familiar names are Billy Hyde, Jack Oyilvie, John 
Finnegen, Bill Netly, and David Glass and Bryson’ Bunny, of Dorothy. 
The N.WMP, also made an occasional friendly call 








During the early years many of the Blackfoot Indians moved north 
to hunt end some used to pat up hay around what is now Big Valley, 
tnd Stettler, for Pat Burns. When they returned they told my parents 
many stories of the Tush hay lands, springs and shelter, Mention was 
tmade of the Hand Hills, (KI°Ki°pe, Hand Hills, in Blackfoot. The litle 
tires aze pronounced es “h”.) 





(On March 2, 1906, when Geraldine was born, there was no hospital 
but the Sisters of Providence at the Mission were very helpful and kind, 
Geraldine was named “Clarissa” after the Sister Superior. 


In the early summer of 1906 Frank and Phil took © team and 
democrat anda sede horse, and started out in search of the Hand Hills 
fnd further northeast. They camped overnight o the northeast side of 
the Watts flats, and were nearly devoured by mosquitoes. 


Returning to the southwest they spent two days looking around 
fon the top of the Hand Hills. They retuned to Cluny by way of the 
Baster Reed, or Thumb Hill Ranch. When they forded the river they 
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agein met David Glass, upon whose ranch the hamlet of Dorothy now 
stands 


The hard winter of 1906-07 intervened, and they were unable to 
retum to the Hills until 1908, By then, the land had been surveyed 
Into townships—and now—to find the survey stakes, The first one they 
found was on the northeast corner of the NIE, 3629-17. A few iron 
survey pins had been lost in the grass and the grass had covered them, 
‘which had put the compass out of balance, After balf an hour searching 
they found the pins, and they then started surveying on thelr own. A 
red bandana was tied to the rear democrat wheel. Dad counted the 
revolutions while Uncle Frank drove west, Coming over the hill they 
figred that the township line would run through the gap and Mother's 
Mountain (the second finger of the hand). ‘They placed their marks 
fand returned to Chuny, 











Later in the fall they went to Gleichen where they bought lumber 
for two shacks; they yerurned to the Hills and erected them. A survey 
party under the supervision of a Mr, Falrehild. was camped at the 
Fouthwest comer of the SW. 14-30-17 by a little spring where later 
Claude Almond built his first homestead shack, 


Both Dad and Uncle Frank filed with the surveyor, and went to 
Calgary and completed their application with the Dominion Land Office 
‘on December 18, 1908, 


During the late summer, or fall of 1909, they returned again with 
Jumber and built our first house, sixteen by twenty-four, and 1 sitxeen 
by twenty-four bern on NW 2-30-17, also a barn for Uncle Frank on 
the NE. 35-29-17, They brought with them « carpenter from Cluny by 
the name of Joe Boisvert, and also had help from a homesteader, John 
Liddle, 

‘The B. L, Venus family had arrived from Boston the year before, so 
Dad Venus, George Venus, and Herman Short also had © hand in the 
bullding. Many a fine supper was prepared by Mrs, Venus for the hungry 














Settlers now were starting to come into the country. On May 31, 
1910, our family arrived in the Hand Hills with what few effects we 
had (a plano for one thing), Next morning the ground was covered with 
Towards the end of July permission was granted to form the Hand 
Hills School District, No. 2282 
My youngest sister, Helen, was born during a blizzard with the 
assistance of Mrs. Venus and Dr. E. H. Lawson, 





‘The first year we were in the Hand Hills taxes were two dollars 
f quarter, now in 1968 the taxes on the same land are two hundred 
dollars, oF more. 
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Progress was ever on. the move—more land was broker up, and 
larger erops were grown, Then came World War One, 

In 1917 the Hand Hills Telephone Compeny was formed and 
single wire Fine was buil 

Im 1925 1 married a young school teacher, Frances Wall, from 
Macleod (now Fort Macleod), Her family had come from Wisconsin, 
USA. in about 1906 and settled at Macleod. They moved to Arrowood, 
lind lived there for « few years and then returned to Macleod, 

‘We have thee childgen: Mary Frances, William Joseph, and Frederick 
Owen, Mary married Erie Hansen, of Carstairs, and they are now living 
Gt Richdale, They have three boys: Cal, Ken and Tom. 

Bill mareied Marion Sloan of Delia. They live on the former W. B. 
Smith place, They have seven children: Billy Jr, Kathy, David, Lorrie, 
Leigh-Ann, Teresa and Joyee. 

Fred married the youngest Flett girl, lene, and they are living on 
the former Roy Lindsay homestead, They have three children: Jerry, Shelley 
and Vand 





My sister, Geraldine graduated from the General Hospital in Edmion- 
ton, and followed the nutsing profession for « number of years, She 
tnarried Val Gobel and they bought the S.A. Peterson place where they 
are now living. 





Helen followed the teaching profession for a number of years, and 
is now n supervisor in the Correspondence Branch, Department of Educa 
tion, Edmonton 

‘Our father was killed in a haying accident on August 12, 1949, and 
mother passed away in the Drumbeller Hospital, July 13, 1958, 

‘They left with all of us many pleasant memories and they helped 
to make our community @ better one in which to live 


‘THE BROADBENT STORY 

‘The Dad, J. S, Broadbent, and four sons Tom, Fred, Harry and Hugh, 
came to homestead in approximately 1907 or earlier. 

‘To measure their land they tied a rope to @ wheel and counted the 
revolutions it made, When the surveyors came one dugout was in the 
oad allowance. 

1c was told that they built dugouts on their respective quarters 
(One dugout was so low they hed to get down on their hands and knees 
to crawl in, It'was very cozy once you were in. Some of the men of the 
Gistit liked to spend evenings there playing cards, 

Fred, Hugh and their Dad went to Calgary every winter for a few 
years to work far the GP. Railroad 
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Harry homesteaded on the northeast quarter of 35-29-17, just actos. 
the road west of his Dad, ‘Tom homesteaded two miles south, 































Fred never liked living here very much. He was theatrical minded and 
ran @ theatre in Edmonton for many years after he left here. 

Hugh, after the wer, came back and helped his Dad but he stayed 
with his mother in Calgary mestly. 

During World War One Hary’s sister-in-law, Mrs. Fred Broadbent 
(Cassie) and baby, Eileen, stayed with him, otherwise he was always 
slone, He was a soft spoken man and an ardent reader. He donated 
enough land for the Hand Hills school grounds, He never cared too 
much for farming—to him it was just a “way of life”, In 1960 Harry 
‘was found deceased in his house after being ill for some time, 














HENRY DARTT STORY 

Henry Dart, with his four sons, Hedley, Austin, Emile and Angus, 
| and one daughter, Mary Dartt Stanhope now of Victoria, came so Olds 
| in 1902 and took up renching, then later moved to the Hand Hills 





‘The Dartts are cousins of Roy Lindsay. 


i Hedley Dertt moved to Golden, B.C, where he had « logging and 
lumber business; and then 10 Tappen w a lumber camp, where they 
made ties for the railroad. He passed away one year ago 





Austin passed away two years ago. 


Emie is in the Bowview Home. 


Angus was always thelr cook on the ranch and farm, and is now 
decease, 


WILLIAM BURNETT SMITH 
Bill Sith ashe was known, came fom litho tothe Dog Pound and | 

Cremona dtc in he early 1000, THe lived and worked there unt 

coming to the Hand Hilt around 1900. He canceled Fy Palmers 

pre-emption td bought his homestead 








During the early years in the Hand Hills he was in pa 
Fred McFadden in a’ small coal mine, a mile or so southwest of the 
Blair school, They farmed their own land, and the Frite Albert lend for 
several years before World War One and during the early war years. 





During the flu epidemic Bill was on duty day and night caring 
for the sick people in the old school iy Delia and in tents that were 
set up to hove the sick, 

Tt has been sid—and not by Bill—that he spent several hundred 
dollars of his own money for brandy and oranges for the sick during the 
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fBu, Strange as it may seem Bill Smith was one man who did not get 
the fl. 


[About 1920 he married Miss Mary Cameron, a Scottish lassie who 
came out to visit her sister, the late Mrs. Adam Beaton. 


Bill and Mary were both very fond of children and always had 
special treats for them at the Christmas concerts. Bill and Mr. Venus 
Red to keep the children wondering who Santa really was, First one 
would sce Mr. Smith as Santa at one school, and some other child 
‘would say, “No, it was Mr. Venus 





Bill was a good farmer and a sterling neighbor and fiend. Both 
Me. and Mrs. Smith enjoyed community life—card partes, dancing, and 
visiting thelr friends and neighbors. 


‘They raised many turkeys and chickens, end they also took grest 
pride in’ their garden, flowers and strawberry patch. Each year they 
pent a couple of months holidaying at the coast 

During the leter years her health failed and Mrs, Smith passed 
away. Her nephew, Allen Beaton, etme to stay with Uncle Bill. After 
tt'year of s0 Allen married Mist Freda Martin. Bill continued to live 
with them for a couple of years, but his health also became poorly, and 
hhe passed away In the Hanne Hospital. 

‘As with all pioneers, thelr passing has left a vacancy, but their 
‘memories stil remain, 


HARRY TAYLOR STORY 
iy Hany Tavton 


[My First Glimpse of the Hills of Home 


‘The community of the Hand Hills School District was, and is, an 
unique settlement, 





‘The hills have an elevation of some three thousand three hundred 
fect above sen level, dominating the surrounding flat prairie. 


‘The surprising aspect of this formation lies in the fact that after 
imbing to the summit via the few accessible tralls,elther from the north, 
four, exst or west, & person seemingly steps onan elevated platform 
Some thirtysix square miles In extent, knee deep in peavine and prairie 
‘wool. An undulating meadow with poplar and willow groves dotting the 
Tendscape. A green oasis sting on top of the word. 





‘This then, s what T saw firs. 


What « wonderful park it would have made had the government 
foreseen the possiblities of such a site for Future generations 
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Planting Roots 
On this isolated plateau the community of the Hand Hills School 
District was to have is being 
Barely out of school from England, I shivered on the Land Oifice 
stops in Calgery December 18, 1908, al night to file on my particular plot 
‘of land, Many of my future neighbors were there 10, 








At 7 am. the doors were open as a special concession, due to the 
thirty below zero weather prevailing at that time 


Soon after 9am. I was in possesion of papers to say Twas the 
owner of the northyest quarter of 10-30-17 and the southwest quarter 
of 15-30-17 West of the 4th Meridian, i I fulfilled. the conditions laid 
down by the Land Act 











Alter Christmas (1908-1909) festivities were over, Emie Beck and 
1 took off for the hills to do our first round of duties required 

Te was the second week in January 1909 we etme up via Gleichen and 
the Dorothy Crossing on the Red Deer to the Land of Promise 


Oldtimers will doubrless recall that the winter of 1908-1909 was 
cold, bitterly col 





We reached our destination at about 4 pam, in the middle of nowhere 
No shelter, weary snd col 


Here T must digress for awhile, 





to give the lay of the land 
Squatters 

Prior to the surveying of the land some persons got wind that the 

Jand was to be opened up, so they moved in before the survey, and. at 


the heading stated, they squatted, thus giving them priority on such @ 
particular plot of land they desire, 





Now to continue my narrative. As I sald we arrived about 4 pm. end 
while getting our bearings we saw a dugout on the side of a ereek bank, 
and out stepped a muffled figure to greet us. Jake Long wes his name 
He recognized our plight and offered his humble aburle to one of us 1 
was fortunate to stay. Jake directed Ernie Beck to the rancher two miles 
west, Herman Brede, as the horses had to heve shelter 








| stayed with Me. Long till the end of March, during which time 
1 got acquainted with the other squatters Jake Long, Herman Brede, 
his uncle Fred Albert, Phil Courmey, Anton Peterson, Dad Venus, Ee 
and Herman Joberg, the Darts—father and sons, the Masons and family. 
Dugout Menu 

My host Jake Long had, @ few months previously, bought « milk 
cow in Stettler, hitched her io a stoneboat, and trailed his meagee. be 
longings sixty-five miles to the Hills. Our staple meals were mess of 
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potatoes, boiled, then mixed with flour, boiled ag 
fried in. cream, 


Baseball! and set aside, The meal was sliced basebal 
the odd rabbit added to the menu. 


Im Search of Work 

By the end of March we were down to a dollar, and a sick horse, 
which we left behind, We retraced our steps down to Gleichen. The First 
Stop, the two-bar rauich some forty miles south of the Hand Hills. The 
second stop was Gleichen, another thiry-five miles; and then on to 
four destination another thirty miles, By the way, we still had sixteen 
cents let 











Homesteading 
(On returning. in the fall of 1909-1910 to continue my dues, the 
scene had greatly changed, 
Our platens seemed crowded. Now T met new nejghbors, men and 
women who were destined to weave the wool and warp of our new 
community life. The foundations were leid by such outstanding settlers 


Mr. and Mes. P. O. Courtney ‘The Venus Femily 
The F. McFadden Family Me, and Mrs, 8. A, Peterson 
Mr, and Mrs, Broadbent Tom and Harry Broadbent 
R, Lindsay ‘The Becks 
‘George Morrison The Masons 
‘The Sjobergs (Jobers) Ole Johnson 

School Days 


“Wherever there isa settlement, some time must come when a school 
fs needed. 


Such was the eate with us. While at that time I had litle to do with 
the deliberations and planning, the school became a reality. ‘The lumbe 
was hauled by the community elfors, and was bullt by the settlers with 
the overseer being Mr. McDonald, father-in-law of Mr. Les Flett of 
the Hand Hills Lake district. 








On looking hackward I now realize how much the district owes t0 
such outstanding settlers coming from the ends of the earth. Different 
racial background, difleent religions, all with one purpose, to live in 
hharmony for the good of each family. ach and every one of our childr 
cherish their memories of that litle red schoolhouse by the side of the 
road, and the humanities which encompassed it 








Wives and Mothers 


A whole volume could be written on the part these ledies played 
in the development of our west 
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No homestead district could have survived without them. Theis 
was the harder part. Some from refined homes, from far away cities, 
ayhap they never saw a horse oF & cow 
How did they adjust? [leave it to their children, and their children’s 
children, to answer that. Their offspring hold high positions in medicine, 
Taw, positions of trust. They are all proud to sey, “My people were 
hhomesteaders™ 





‘Teachers 

‘One of a long list of teachers, whose maiden name T cannot recall 
started a recurring custom by marrying one of our first trustes, and 
‘became Mis. Samm Pocklington 

Under the expert guldance of Courtney, Peterson, McFadden, the 
school district prospered for many years. 

Shelter 
Now it was my tuen to build 





Being ofttimes called s green Englishman, and not knowing, one 
end of an axe from the other, 1 proceeded and built « poplar log shack 
would like t0 remind you that a poplar looks straight when you see 
it standing, but on the ground it is a8 crooked as the proverbial dog's 
Iitnd leg, It passed as a domicile under the act, and that is what counted. 


Mail 


We got it somehow, sometime, somewhere, 








we got it via Gleichen, by democrat oF sleigh; delivered 
to Bob Congson’s store by the Take. Dan Klimp was the mailman, and 
Sometimes we had to wait many hours of the night for his appearance 
T recall the eatables from the shelves were vastly depleted, each Friday 
night 








|A couple of years later, Mr. and Mrs, G, Morrison took over the 
job and an efficient postmistress our Susie made 
Railway and Town 
‘The townsite was named Highland, later changed to Delia, and so 
it is today. 
"The Model Tm 
homesteads, 








its appearance, and we were now farmers, not 


Progression 
Being « bachelor, I worked here and there, fulfilling my obligations, 
somewhat casually T'must admit, 


Then eame the war 





1, with others of the district, enlisted. Thus for four years or so the 
hills knew me no more, 
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TThe war was over and newly married I arrived back and stayed with 
friends in Airdrie, tll T could gather a earload of effects to ship to Delia, 

My neighbors hearing of my return came to the rescue. They hauled 
4 ir-stzed shack on to my land in readiness and fitted it to weleome us 
‘They havled our effects from town. During the ensuing months they 
helped us build « house end barn, 


‘Tragedy 
Many children were born during the following years 





Our own Russell was two years old when Maxwell came November 
twelfth 

On November twenty-fourth my wife took sick and I had to take 
ther by sleigh to Delia and then by Ireight 10 Drumheller. My wife 
pessed away November twenty-sixth [rom what Doctor Ross suspected 
a ruptured appendix. A rare occurrence during childbirth. 


At times like these, a5 in my case, the neighbors acted as one In 
their practical help, as well a spritual 
As soon as possible my sister Mary came out, and stayed two years, 


when T married my present wile, who being of pioneer Saskatchewan 
stock, upheld the fine traditions of our own community 











[A special reference at this me must be made to the untiring work 
and help given by Mrs. George Innes. 


Rain or shine, snow or cold, she and her good husband wore ready 
to help, Mrs. Innes being a trained nurse, was a real source of help in 
childbirth o sickness 


T did my share ip the affairs of the school boerd, telephone company, 
smunieipal duties, as befited « family man, 


Before we hed good roads, and living as we did on the top. of the 
really only road on the north slopes, travellers had dilficuty negotisting 
the elimb vwith thelr cars 





On wet spells we usually kept a team hamessd all night, ready 10 
assist chem to the top. 


1 remember one such night; raining heavily, Harry Nimmo, who lived 
south of the hills, phoned fo ask me to ake my team down the hil to help 
the doctor, who was on his way to the Nimmo's. Mrs. Nimmo wasexpeet 

ing another baby any minut, 





1 duly hitched up my team, waited half way down. I saw the lights 
of the cer coming, and the doctor roared by without even seeing ‘me 
To sooner got my team put away, and in the house, when Harry phoned 
to say the doctor and baby arrived at the same time. 
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The Rabbit Drive—192S or 1926 
‘One other incident before I close this yarn. 
Golpitts of Fox Farm Fame asked to organize ¢ rabbit drive. They 

Drought the wire ete, Aestch pen was made at the bottom of Cut-Off 

Coulee. Lead arms were strung out to the northeast and southwest 
“The schoo! boards of the adjoining schools granted a long half day 

for the children. The children eame from Elmer off the hills 10 the east, 

Georgetown to the north, Hand Hills in the centre of everything, Blair 

to the south, and Cotter to the west 





[No dogs or guns allowed, 


‘On an appointed time this mounted army of children, whooping and 
yelling, converged on the catch pen in a great are, some eight miles 
eros In thirgy minutes there was a trickle of rabbits hopping down 
the brush sides, then as the squeeze closed in, there were rabbits every 
where, finally caught in the wire pen, ‘They were dispatched as quickly 
Ts ponible, with clubs. T do not Know how many, but T do know my 
triple wagon was filled and it took four horses to pull them up the bill 
to my granary, where I held them til nearly spring, Also five coyotes 
‘were in the eateh, but jumped the fence to freedom, 

Time Rolls On 

“The wer of 1939 came along, and 1 was asked to help staff the 
Belcher Hospltal, as many, many toops were being sent home for more 
treatment, My tour of duty as an operating orderly, when boatload after 
boatload of badly wounded landed at Dover, stood me in good stead and 
T stayed at the Belcher for seventeen years 











My connection with the hills ended when my family joined me in 
Galgary, but my memories remain 

Tid my bit on both fronts 

Family Tree 

Russellprofresor—Heart Specialist at University—Edmonton; four 
children, 

Maxwell—Heavy Duty Mechanic; four children. 

Mary—with Federal Tax Department; single. 

Evo—happily marred in Calgary; two children 

Winnie—married teaching school—Litle Red Deer 
children, 





cout of C 
Gordon—In business in Calgary; three children. 


Philip—CPR. engineer 





ary; single 





Post Seri 
We have « wonderful family—seventeen grandchildren 
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ive great-grandchildren, who come and go thelr allotted ways 
Life is easier for them now, but no happier then when they rode 
three and a hall miles each way to school, with the lard tin Iunch pail 


Faitor’s Note: Mr. Harry Taylor passed away in March, 1968, He 
was born in England on November 6, 1888, 








MR. FLOYD RANDALL 


Me. Floyd Randall was a handyman or « “Jack of all trades”. It 
anyone's stock become sick, the first one they called was Mr. Randall 
He was a selftrained veterinarian, He came to the Hand Hills to 
homestead in approximetely 1911 





In 1014 he bought « Ford car, probably the first one in these parts 
From here he moved to Henna, Mrs. Rendall was a stenographer in the 
Sub-Land Office in Hanna for about ten years. 

‘The Randalls moved to Banff sround 1922 and operated several 
summer cottages for a number of yeas 


SAM POCKLINGTON 

Mr, Sam Pocklington placed script om the land known asthe “Lambley 
lend’. He married Miss K. M. Thompson, one of the earlier teachers in 
the Hand Hills school 

Later on he, fn. partnership with the Taylor brothers, Bracy and 
Seymour, built and operated the Highland Livery Barn—the flrst barn 
to be builtin Highland (Delia). 

Me. Pocklington was inspector for the Soldier Settlement Board for 

er of years. 

He sold his land to Me, R. 'T. Beck and moved to Penticton, BC. 
after living there for several years they moved to. Vieiola, He passed 
faay a Few years ago 





MR. LAMBLE 

Mr, Lambley was ranching in the Hand Hills before the homestesdors 
‘came. ‘The old ranch buildings were sill there when Mr. Pocklington 
Fhomesteaded his place. 





FRED ALBERT 


Fred Albert homestead on SE, 9-30-17 and S.W. 10-30-17. He was 
Mrs, Brode’s uncle 


THE TRENAMAN STORY. 


ay Kary (TaeNagan) Hicks 


New Year's Day, 1905, found George Hatfield Trenaman and his 
family on a colonist tain 10 the west On leaving Hamilton a new way 
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of life opened to his family and the many others who accompenied them. 
Besides the father, the family consisted of wo grown sont; a daughter, 
Faith; and choir small eight-year-old brother, Ray. ‘They all looked for 
ward to thefr new home on « homestead forty miles east of Red Deer 





Mr. ‘Trenaman became postmaster In the Distrlet of ‘Trenville, and 
operated the country store not far from the present town of Lousans, 


Sons, Jay Cleland and George, fied on homesteads close to the father. 


During the fall of 1905 Harriet Fraser, the fity-fourth graduate of 
the Montreal General Hospital, ceme west to be the bride of Jay ‘Trens- 
‘man, Though she was over forty at the time, she felt she could adjust 
to the demands of pioneering. Harriet and Jay were married in Red Deet 
by Rev. Good on January I, 1906, Their daughter, Katy, was born 
December 5, 1906, and son, Victor, arrived May 24, 1908, 


In 1909, Jay Trenaman and family moved to the top of the Hand 
Hills to a purchased homestead, which is presently owned by Geraldine 
Gobel and Helen Courtney. The trip was undertaken as. most moves 
by early setlers—much planning and preparation—with the family finally 
fon the way, all family possessions and livestack travelling with them, 





For my mother it proved a hazardous and uncomfortable trip with 
to small children, ‘The two loads contained all household effects and 
were drawn by oxen. Two of the oxen, Bob and Bill, remained members 
‘of our family for a number of years. My mother never got past being 
completely terrified by them. The buggy was pulled by a team of greys, 
Bing and Bang, driven by my mother, a most inept horsewoman, ‘Though 
she did her share pioneering the west, she never got over her fear of 
everything that moved. Our cow, Marino “with the crumpled horn", was 
tied behind the buggy. Two hired men drove the loads. My dad’ rode 
the hardy litle buckskin “eayuse, “Katy-the-Pony”, These completed the 
group. 





In 1909 there were no bridges nor ferries crossing the Red Deer River 
until they reached Finnegan, Part way down the steep bank to Finnegan 
Ferry, a severe thundersiorm with deluge of ruin mired the wagons. 
My mother was instructed to “take the children to the ferryman’s cabin”. 
She slipped and slithered down the hill to che water's edge. Carrying 
Vie and helping me was no easy task. Mother worked her way along 
the river bank to the shack Frequent flashes of lightning helped her 
to keep her course, and prevented her from getting too close to the 
treacherous river. ‘The small one room cabin was « welcome refuge with 
lis warmth and light, We slept on the floor. 





‘The trip took cleven days from ‘Trenville to the country store owned 
by Bob Congdon. By that time we were out of food except for some 
dry bread. My dad bought canned tomatocs and heated them over a 
‘campfire, By adding the bread we had a warm mea 
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‘The small house on the homestead was @ two-storey frame structure 
‘with only three or four rooms, Our neighbors were: The Anton Petersons 
‘with their five ehildren; Phil and Mrs. Courtney and thetr children, Francis 
find Geraldine who lived on the adjoining homestead to the north; Mr. 
find Mes. Venus, George, Ada, and Helen lived to the west. I also remember 
the Dawsons and their lovely family of girls 





‘The Hand Hills School was built east of our place with money 
borrowed from Phil Courtney's sister. The building housed many happy 
evenings when the Literary Society put on entertainment for the com- 
munity. As my family was practically stone deef, there was no music in 
four home, It was at these concerts that [ heard a piano for the first time 
fand heard frends sing. I actualy rected “When Father Carved the Duck’ 
fon one outstanding evening. I remember some of the evenings and my 
famazement at the music, Ail children went with their parents although 
before the evening was over some were rolled in blankets and allowed 
to sleep in a comer. The dances lasted until dawn. 


‘The crowded existence for small children today will not eave them the 
with many memories. Each day is filled with excitement, and nothing 
stands out with the clarity of the “first” that make up the memories of 
the children born on the homesteads 


‘My mother read to us @ great deal, and told us many stories of her 
life in the east. My father had a remarkable brary for a pioneer. Great 
cate and special attention were given THE BOOKS when we moved— 
some of them were hundreds of years old. I sil have the Bible printed 
‘with wooden type and published in Paris in 1608-1616. My Dad read 
to us too, particulerly from litle velvet-bound editions by Service. My 
mother took us on walks and told us about the flowers and butterflies. 
‘The small blue butterflies, the huge blucbelles, the first pansy and 
sweetpea from our garden are among my first memories, 











My mother told us of automobiles which didn’t have horses to pull 
them, One day she called us to see something on the road. It must have 
been the first car to pass through the Hand Hills. There was a lot of 
noise, but T wat disappointed to see nothing but a great swiel of dust 
disappearing up the hil 


"Toys were scarce, but a great variety was made from spools—we 
hhad lots of tops and litle carts with spools for wheels. T envied Grace 
Peterson with her “two way” doll made from socks. The most gorgeous 
thing tmaginable: it war 2 mammy doll one end, and with the clothes 
Flipped it beeame a white baby. I didn’t have a doll unc I was six, which 
may have accounted for the substitute I made with animals. 

‘The Peterson children played with us most frequently as they were 
‘our closest neighbors. One day Ben was kicked by a horse, opening a 
sreat gash on his forchead, There was no one to send for the doctor. Mrs 
Peterson sent for my mother and asked her to sew it up. My mother 
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didn’t have the heart to do it and was horrified when Mrs, Peterson said 
“IF you don't, I will!” She promptly bolled white linen thread snd a 
daring needle, She deserved credit for doing « good job herself, 


Accidents with animals were frequent, 1 remember Francis Courtney 
boeing kicked and the concern of everyone over his head injury. Geraldine 
and I were about the same age and enjoyed playing together, We stood 
Jn awe of Francis, the older brother, 








Helen Courtney was born on May 23 during a severe blizzard, My 
mother and Mrs, Venus went over to assist They had to wade through 
hip-deep snowdrifts. My Ded and Mr. Courtney went on horseback for 
Dr, Lawson. They arrived home with the doctor, still raging storm, 
with their own stories of hardship, Helen hed made her debut’ some 
hours earlier, 


‘The Courtneys had a litle Indian pony, Bunny. He was safe for the 
children and a joy to ride. A picture was taken of Brancls riding Bunny 


when Francis was four years old. Many years later I saw another snap 
of Francis! son, four years old, riding the same “Bunny 





My Dad's interests lay more in community alfairs than in farming 

He became the Justice of Peace and was always on the go. [ imogine he 

did only what was required to prove up on his land, He was interested in 

any Iabor-saving device, and hed the first hay stacker in the area. The 
hors helped assemble it and watched it work. 


My mother’s health was never good after I was born, She was 
voted to her family and went out very little, A red-letter day was when 
a neighbor, Harry Taylor, came to take her for e cutter ride with his 
lovely team, sleigh bells and all the trappings. She was dubious about 
leaving “the children” even though my Dad promised to be an elficent 
babysitter (a word unknown at that time and certainly unknown to hi). 
The cutter couldn't have been out of sight when Dad said he was going 
to have a sleep, and would take us fora sleigh ride later. 











T became bored quite quickly and dressed Vie and myself as well 
fs I could (I was about four and « half) and decided we would go visiting 
—"not to Mama Peterson's”, as I told Vie; Mama Peterson had been 
hhandy with discipline when’ she fele that I had misbehaved. “Meme 
Venus will be glad to see us” It was much longer walk but I thought 
i worthwhile, It was twenty degroos below zero and we got very cold 
‘The Venuses saw us trudging through the snow and George was sent 
out o meet us. I was surprised that he carried Vie and wasn't particularly 
pleasant to me 








When the kitchen door opened, we were whisked inside end I was 
pput scross Mama Venus's knee where, in short order, I received discipline 
‘equal to Mama Peterson's. Harry Taylor and Dad arrived soon after: My 
mother had become hysterical on arriving home to find Dad asleep on 
the couch and “the children” misting. It was easy to track us through 
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the snow, Everyone repented « bit when it was found thet I had a 
frozen foot, and T didn't receive the threatened punishment when we 
ot home. My father's bubysiting days were over, but we often mentioned 
the day when Daddy looked alter us” 





By 1912 rumor had become fact, and it was known that survey and 
steel of the Canadian Northern Railway was working west from Saskatoon, 
“The days of isolation and privation were coming to a clos. Te was estab 
lished that there would be a town--a rallway divisional point—on the 
site of the present town of Hanna. Many homesteaders were at the point 
of proving up. Some from the Hand Hills made the move to take up 

ters rights a the site of the anticipated, but as yet nameless, town, 
Among them were Floyd Burr Randall and his wife Grace. She wes 
stenographer from Minot, North Dakots. She had done typing for my father 
in the Hand Hills, and in Hanna was hie stenographer for five years oF 
more, [can remember the day their loads passed our place to thei 
homestead, Tt had been a long trck from the States, but Mrs. Randell, 
4 very tiny woman, was perched high on one of the loads while her 
husband drove another. It was in thelr shack one winter that I first saw 
‘4 banjo and dried flowers in a vase that she“... couldn't bear 10 
throw out” 

















Floyd Burr Randall, oF “Doe” as he was known by everyone, enjoyed 
and promoted his reputation for being lazy. He had an exceptional way 
‘vith animals and seemed to know « lot about them. With no veterinarians 
fn the country, he as called on often for advice and help with sick 
animals. Later be was able to go to Toronto to take training toward a 
degree, 





Dad was ready to prove up end made the move to Copeville. He 
was the first 10 receive a ‘high price” for his homestead. Five hundred 
dollars cash end a herd of horses and cattle which he later was able to 
sell to advantage and closed the deal with Phil Courmey. 

(One final memory from the Hand Hills brings to mind the night 
of the fire which came close to our homestead. T have heard my. mother 
say it went for one hundred miles, destroying everything in its path, until 
1 burned out on the bank of the Red Deer River 





Several women and children gathered at the Peterson home, while 
the men were fighting fire. I slept on a table in a back room. The women 
sang and visited in the kitchen. Tt was the frst time I hed seen or heard 
© harpslehord, 


At enidnight I wakened for a tip to the bilfy. When my mother took 
‘me outside, she pointed out the fire on the horizon to the east where T 
‘ould see the firefighters and thei horses silhouetted against the flames, 
‘Ar we were coming beck, a man on horseback came into the yard, Horse 
and rider were s0 burned and blackened that I didn't recognize until he 
spoke that it wat my dad on our buckskin, “Katy-the-Pony”. More 
‘Bunny sacks were needed and he had come back for them. 
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Mrs. Peterson called my father to come In for coffee. When T entered 
the Kitchen she was handing him e cup. She had made the coffee in the 
wash boiler, to supply the frlends who were with her and the men who 
came from the fie in relays for food and fresh supplies. 





(On June 16, 1912, we moved again. The new area held much promise 
Cur Toads this time were driven by Harry Taylor, Claude Almond, and 
ry father. My mother agein drove the boggy drawn by the same greys 
With her was her son, Vietor, just past four Years—and a box containing | 
the cat, Watch, the collie dog, totted in the shade of the buggy part | 
| of the time. The rest of the time, he travelled with me 


By this time T was “grown up” and at five and a half years had 

chores of my own. I had learned to ride “Kety-the-Pony at a gallop 
fand to guide her reasonably well. She undoubtedly knew more than I 

| and most of the decisions were hers, My horsemanship had been spurred 
by the promise that T would have my own job—herding the two black 
cows, Marino and Rose—for the twenty-five miles tour new home. 








<I 








Graduation picture of Mrs. Harit Fraser Kate Tenamen, 1907 
ronamen at Monreal Ganeral Hospital 
e948 
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We left carly on a spring day, beeutiful but plagued by the tral of 
all the early setlers—swarme of mosquitoes with Insatable appettes. At 
two o'clock the next morning, we arrived at the small house which had 
been built for us. 


‘Our happy years In “The Hills” had ended and we became the frst 
family to settles residents at Copeville which later was named Hanna. 


Thave heard my mother speak of the hardships, prvation and worry: 
of those early years. But above all was the loyalty and understanding of 
the friends she made ducing those days 


‘These are the memories of a five-year-old. They lack the understand. 
Ing and realization of the wiels and hardships and loneliness of ‘the 
parents and bachelor homesteaders. There is no knowledge of community 
development. They were happy days for small children who felt they 
were busy, loved, and cared for—even when caught short by disipline, 
whether from parent oF neighbor 





‘THE JOHN AND CHARLES GILBERT STORY 
ay Mas, Eames (Gunent) Keizast 
John and Charlie Gilbert came to the Hand Hills and took up thelr 
homestead in 1908. They lived in a tent and made trips to Stetler with 
team end wagon to haul lumber for a house, which was « wooden fran 
and finished with sods, 


Mother and I came from Detroit, United States, in December, 1908, 
My father, Jon, met us in Stetler with a team and buggy, and we 
proceeded with our trip of sixty miles out t0 our home on the prairies, 


My sister, Iva, was born in November 1900 at home, Only about 
1 month before her bith, Doctor Lawson moved into the community end 
that part of the country became known as Lewsonburg, 


All went well until 1918, when father passed away suddenly. We 
went back to Ontario for wo years, and then made another trip. beck 
to the Hand Hills At this time Uncle Charlie and his family returned 
Yo Ontario with us. He was very ill at the time, and only lived for « 
short time, We still are living in the east 





I recollect our school days tn the Hand Hills, Iva and T rode t0 
School on a bronco, and on our way we would pick up our very dear 
Friend, Cherlie Moreson, 


Life had lots of hardships while there, but still, we all have very 
pleasant memories of the Hand Hills, 

THE FRED McFADDEN STORY 

‘br Mrs. Etsa (MePanoen) Coostars 


Well, here it is 1968, and just sixty-one years ago last June 20 (1907) 
that T arrived from Hamburg, Germany. I wes nearly fifteen years old 
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land went to work for my sister ia Wallace, Idaho, at eight dollars per 
‘month, in their hotel. This is where I met Fred McFadden. He courted 
tne from then although T couldn't talk one word of English. After @ 
few months T conquered the language fairly well. Fred was born in 
1885 in Wheeling, Virginia, In August 1907 he was called home to thelr 
Alberta farm to run it for his mother, as his dad bad passed away. ‘Thetr 
farm was sixty miles west of Carstairs, Alberta. I went to Prince Rupert, 
British Columbia, where my sister and brother-in-law started @ steam 
laundry. ‘The best place inthe land for a steom laundry, as i€ rained 
three hundred and sixty days a year, and stll does. 


In September, 1909, Fred came to Prince Rupert to take me to the 
Alberta farm, s0 we got married September 26, 1909 In Prince Rupert 
by Reverend Kidd, We went on honeymoon trip to the World's 
Fair in Seattle, What a wonderful time we bad! I even rode a camel 
swith Fred leading it 


First week of October, 1909, we started back to Carstairs. It was 
0 cold, with two feet of snow, that T had to put on high overshoes, 
big mittens, and so many warm clothes that T didn’t Took at all like = 
bride of a few days. We had to drive sity miles in a democrat to the 
MeFadden ranch. Mrs. McFadden, Fred's mother, was a wonderful lady 
and was very good t0 me. 


Tn about three weeks, Fred left for the Hand Hills, with lumber 
enough to build our twelve by eighteen cabin on bis homestead, and also 
f purchased homestead, I stayed with his mother, sister and two brothers. 
Twas lke home to me, and Such a happy home! 


Mr, O. B, Richardson helped Fred build our cabin; then Fred came 
for me. We had a hayrack full of furniture and an old Home Comfort 
range thet T used for thirty-one years, Everything was second-hand, but 
my Kitchen table; which had a beautiful white wood top. T was so proud 
Of it and tried to keep i glistening white through the years. It had two 
drawers in it One held fifty pounds of flour and the other one 
‘was partitioned and held ewenty pounds of rolled oats and twenty pounds 
of sugar. 


Al that winter Fred cut willow posts on the purchased homestead. 
He sold them to some rich farmers—at least we thought they were rich 
then, to be able to pay seven cents each for posts. One was Mr. Herron, 
who lived where Mr. Emann’s farm is now. They were lovely people 

Our nearest neighbors in the winter of 1909 were Mr. and Mrs 
Steen and thelr seven-year-old son, They lived in a tent all winter and 
hhad hay for a carpet. The boy slept on the floor. The good old apple 
boxes were used for chairs and two large orange crates for the table; 
they had a small fourhole tin stove with an oven. He fed cattle for a 
ranch south of us thet winter, I can remember Mrs. Stee’s lovely roast 
beef, buns and brown gravy. It surely was a wonderful meal in those days. 
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‘Then there was Mr, and Mrs, 0, B. Richardson, one mile south of 
uu, and his father and mother lived across the roed from them. 


Another half mile south was Charlie and Mrs. Ewing. They were, 
in our estimation, rich ranchers as she used to make strawberry, pies 
from strawberry jam, Really delicous! We couldn't even afford strawberry 
jam at alll 





‘Two miles north of us were Mr. and Mrs, Venus. Mrs, Venus used 
to let me use her sewing machine. In the summer of 1909 she made my 
Deby clothes while T did her housework 


In the fall of 1909 Fred and Bill Smith opened a coal mine in the 
Ross, or Jack Bell Coulee. They sold col at one dollar a ton; and I fed 
two miners, Fred and Bill, and anyone else that wanted a meal at 
twenty-five cents per meal, We had a litle cook shack at the mine. 


"The year of 1910 was very dry. We got only a hayrack full of green 
feed from the few acres Fred planted. 


‘Our one milk cow was so wild that Fred had to tle both of her hind 
legs to keep her from kicking while he was milking her. She didn’t give 
enough milk to make butter so when we went to Grandma MeFaddens 
Sxty miles away, she would send back « lard pall of butter, elso some 
Tard, and some sauerkraut. What ¢ welcome gift that was! 


We had no buggy so when we went visiting the neighbors, Fred 
‘would put an orange crate on a stoneboat, then tie a long rope to it, 
land pull me by horseback 


‘The night of November 19, 1911, our baby Ellen Marie came. AS 
luck would have it we had Doctor Lawson living three miles or so 
from us. Fred jumped on my pony, Spider, and went for Doctor Lawson, 
‘There was Tots of snow and the horse couldn't see the badger hole so 
down they both went. Fred hit his head and was out cold for awhile 
All this time T was alone in the cabio, just God and I, and with His 
help Thad my baby. ARer an hour or 20, Fred and the Doctor came. 
Doctor Lawson was wonderful, He bathed and dressed the baby. She 
was named after both her grandmothers. She is married and lives near 
Canmore, Her married name is Grosvenor. 








Doctor and Mrs, Lawson spent their last days near Victoria, British 
Columbie. I used to visit him in the Veterans Hospital. He died in 1966, 
Thelieve 


Frank was born at home in 1914, Doctor Mason came to help us 
cout at that time. Alter the Hand Hills Club House was built the people 
tised to skate on the lake on Sundays. One day Frank, just four years 
‘old, broke through the ice, Mrs, Miller got a woollen blanket and wrapped 
hhim in It-while his litle red knitted suit dried out, Frank married Pearl 
Bixby and they sill reside on the original homesteed. They have three 
tirls, Donna, Frances and June, and all married, 
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Lucille was born in 1918 at home, She matted Bob Staal and lives 
fat Invermere. They have a large family. 


‘Mrs, Mefadden and Lucille in 1922 





‘Thelma was bom at home too, on October 8, 1923. We lost her 
December 26, 





On September 8, 1928, 





Ima Noreen took litle Thelma's place. She 
was our first born in a hospital, at Drumheller, [remember that fall, we 
had a beautiful crop, but on September 29, it was all fattened to the 
ground by a terrible heilstorm, Noreen is married and lives in Victoria 
‘They have three children 








Along came our youngest child, Freddie on December 23, 1937. 1 
was fourty-four years old, but what a blessing he was, as Fred had to 
leave us when Freddie was only three years old. Freddie is marrial, has 
three children, and lives at Vietria, too, 

















Fred McFadden hauling whest wth 10 horses and 3 wagons 
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While the family was all together we had reelly wonderful times 
even with no money, Hed dances at the Hand Hills School, and 1M 
never forget the time Mr. Flett hid my baby when she was only two 
months old, She wes asleep in an orange crate bel big. school 
Furnace, and when I went to see her she was gone. Well, 1 was nearly 
crazy with fear Tt was joke, but somehow I never forgot it 





‘At Blair school there used to he lots of box sooals, Nan Nimmo and 
I made boxes out of braided wheat straw, Nan would make the cream 
pulfs and I made the cookies and doughnuts for our boxes, Nan came 
From Scotland in 1910 and kept house for her brother, Harry, on the 
Nimmo homestead, She later married a Mr, E. Dodd, 1 believe. Harry 
married a school teacher from Nova Scotia. She taught Blair school and 
boarded at Mrs. O. B. Richardson's home. 





‘We used to go to card parties at Mr and Mrs, Joberg’s in the winters. 
‘One night we got lost in the fog about midnight and travelled around in 
their place in circles before we got our beerings, I remember going 10 
perties at the Cottini home, and had a taste of Mis. Cottin’s homemade 
wine. 


We used to keep sheep on our farm in the Hand Hills, Fred and 
carded some sheep's wool in 1992 and 1833 for a quilt. T gave a twelve 
by twelve piece of cloth to exch of our Women’s Club members to have 
them put their name on i, T put all these together for a wool quilt and 
stll'use it Tt is thirty-five years old, The names on this quilt are: Mrs. 
P.O. Courtney, Mrs. Peet, M, Joborg, Isabell Nelmes, A, Anderson, E, 
Kary, W. J. Blair, Mary Smith, M. McNaughton, F. Gallagher, Mrs. Peter 
son, M. Milligan, Iva Lindsay, N. Halversen, S. Morrison, J. Lafferty 1 
MeDonald, Mrs. Bilodens, E. McFadden, L. Peet, John ‘Bell and Mrs. 
Innes. This quilt brings fond memories of the dear old days in the 
Hand Hills. 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 

Since this write-up Frank and Pear! McFadden have rented their 
farm to Ben Mammel and sold their machinery and household furniture 
and plan to retire, but as of yet we do not know where they plan to reside 

















‘THE ROY LINDSAY STORY 


I (Roy Lindsay) came from Alton, Nova Scotia, in the spring of 
1907 to Golden, Britsh Columbia, where T had a cousin, Hedley Dart. 
T worked with him at various jobs until the fall when T went to Calgary 

‘They had just opened up the Hand Hills for homesteading and I, 
slong with some others including the late Mr. Sam Pocklington, filed 
fon a homestead, mine being the southwest quarter of 34-29-17-4. Mr. 
Pocklington got the land across the road from me. Later on I got a 
pre-emption, being the northwest quarter of 27-29-17-4, Then In later 
years T bowght the southwest quarter of 27-20-17-4 from the estate of 
the late Mr. Liddle, making a total of four hundred and eighty acres of 
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farming land for me, I needed further pasture land, so T bought « quarter 
of land from Bert Nimmo, elso leased a quarter from the: government, 
‘This gave me ample pasture as there were good springs on these quarters 
1 proved up on my land but, slong with many more, endured the hard 
ships of homesteading days. 





On December 30, 1915 1 went 10 Calgary and enlisted in the eighty 
rinch battalion, then’ under the command of the late Colonel Charles 
Robinson, I went overseas with the battalion and was later transferred 
to the Seventh British Columbia Battalion. { saw action on the Somme, 
being wounded at Vimy Ridge. I was invalided to England and was in 
the First London Hospital for atime. Later on, I was sent beck to C 
and discharged on June 8, 1918, T went back to my cousin at Golden, 











Before I went overseas I met the one who was to be my future wife 
Mary Iva Belle Blanchard was born in a pretty litle town on the banks 
of the St, Lawrence River, in Ontario, called Gananoque. She had come 
west in April, 1904, with her grandparents and lived on a farm at Sheperd 
for eight years before moving to Calgary. When I met her she was ent 
ployed in an insurance office as a stenographer. We were married in 5 
Stephen's Anglican Church in Calgary on November 20, 1918, and. went 
immediately out to Delia. We had the farm, but no buildings so our first 












22 





















clfort was to build « howse and barn, We got Mr. “Mac” MeDonald from 
the Tand Hills distit t0 do the carpenter work for us. 


It is with much pleasure we recall all the wonderful neighbors and 
friends we had there, Everyone was in the same boat as ourselves—geting 
started and raising our families. We hed many wonderful social gatherings 
ind visiting among our neighbors, ‘This wes all the entertainment we 
had, es there was no radio nor television in thote days. We had to make 
four own entertainment and many were the plessant gatherings we hed, 
We remember particularly the school plenics at the close of the school 
rm in June. Everyone had a wonderful visit with their dear friends 
and the children had their gomes and races. Then there were the Christmas 
foncerts and visits from Santa Claus, That was always « highlight In our 
lives. We recall all those grand times with much pleasure, 
To us was bom a son, William Roy, on September 3, 1920. On 
October 15, 1923 another sox, Leslie Ross, was born. Then on July 13, 


27, a daughter, Mary Agnes Isabel, was born. They all grew up and 
attended school at Hand Hill 








Bill decided he wanted to go to Tech so he had one winter at that, 
studying radio work, Later on he enlisted for overseas duty In the RC.O.C 
tnd went over to see action in Tealy, When he returned home he went into 
igarage work for a time in Golden, British Columbia, end now lives in 
Calgary. 





Ross was token by death on November 7, 1942, from pneumonia and 
is buried in the Delia cemetery. This was quite « shock to us. 








Mrs Roy Linden, 1965 


Mary stayed on with us on the farm and helped us in so meny wi 
‘We used to have many pleasant visis from her friends, Margaret Gallagher, 
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who then lived in Calgary; end lso another friend, Lorraine Taylor 
Visited us, They would come out for the weckend, or on holidays, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed sheir visits, Oftimes Mrs. Gallagher would come 
slong with them. Mary is now Mrs, Pat Cahill and lives near us in 
Calgary. She has three children, John, Mary Anne, ond Edwerd Arthur 


In the fall of 1957 we decided we were getting too old to carry on 
farm work. My war wound was easing me some trouble at times end 
1 got s0 T could not do any heavy farm work So we decided to sell the 
place. It was with much regret we did sell; but the time comes when one 
Is not able to bear the stress and strain of farm work. We sold the farm 
to Mr. Harry Gragg in November, 1958, just forty years from the time 
of our martiage and seting up a home in the Hand Hills, 














‘We moved to Calgary, got a very comfortable home here at 1429 - 7th 
Avenue Northwest, and have enjoyed life quiely since that time. We 
ddo miss our old friends in the Hand Hill, but so many have crossed the 
Great Divide, and there are the younger ones left, a completely different 
generation 





‘THE ALLEN BROTHERS 

Walter and Bruce Allen came from Ontarlo to visit friends at 
Provost. It was there that they heard about land in the Hand Hills being 
opened up for homesteads, so in the late summer of 1909 they arrived 
in the “Fils” 

‘They both filed blind on theit homestesds and their fist sod shack 
was built on Bruce's land on the southwest corner of the S.W. 36-29-1T. 
He also had S.E, 35-29-17. Walt flled on SY 33-20-17 where he built 
4 shack. That winter they went to Golden, B.C, 0 work in a lumber 
camp, 








The following spring they retuned to thelr homesteads where they 
butle up their farms for several years, 


Bruce went east and married en Ontario girl in the early 1920s 
After they lost their home and belongings ina farm fire they sold out 
fand went 10 Deroche, BC, to live. 


Walt played bescball for the Hand Hills ball team from 1911 to 
1914. He spent many of the early Christmases with his mother in 
Ontario; and always. brought back several hundred pounds of dried 
apples when he returned in the spring. They made the best apple sauce 
ever! Mrs, Allen made sure they wore the finest quality apples that her 
son brought back to his neighbors. 





In the very early 1920 he bullt a very nice small house and bar 
with Mr. MeDonald Sr. (che father of Lorne McDonald St. and Mrs 
L. A. Flett) doing the earpenter work. It was such a well-built house, 
with cellar (nine fet deep) that he could be away from home all winter 
Without danger of the potatoes In the cellar being frozen. 
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Walt continued to farm and raised a lot of good grade wheat during 
the years of World War I. He built grain bins in Della where he stored 
rain until it could be taken at the clevator and the price suited him, 





In 1928 Walt bought  twenty-worinch Rumley separator and he 
irarlie Morrison, with his tractor, did the threshing for some of 
his operation lasted only a few 

yn the shortage of help 


and 
the neighbors as well ss thelr own. 
years due to the changes in farming methods 











In 1944 he sold his farm to Mr, Sam Mammel. He lived in Dela for 
‘few years and at that time he sold his half-scetion of land northwest 
Gf Delia (now owned by Robert Sinclair). Walt’s health was failing so 
he retired to Calgary, and later entered the Eventide Home at Gleichen 
where he passed away, 


THE MORRISON FAMILY STORY 
ny Maney Monusos: Manner 


Two brothers, Tom and George Morrson, came west together from 
Lanark County in Ontario 


George's first homestead filing was on the quarter section where 
the town of Munson now stands. When he viewed it he didn't ike it 
because it had no trees so then, in 1908, he filed blindly on a quarter 
section in the Hand Hills saw i and called it home, The original receipt, 
for the ten dollars paid for homesteader’s rights is now in his daughter 
inclaw's possesion. "When they moved in they stayed at Venus's until 
they built the first shack on the property. Since thelr home was com- 
fortable but not commodious, they had 10 sleep on the floor. A friend 
came to stay with them for awhile, and they had real hillarious times 
together. 








George returned to Ontario, n 1910 to marry Susan Jones, He, hs 
bride, and their possesions, came by rail to Airdrie, Alberta. There 
he procured a fourrhorse team and a hayrack upon which they losded 
all their furniture, clothing and grubstake. Leading a cow they came 
feross country to where their two-room shack awaited. Their speed was 
fontrolled by the cow trailing behind and Mrs, Morrison often spoke 
bout what « very long, slow journey it was, 











For two years Mr, George Morrison ran the Hand Hills post office, 
having taken over Irom Postmaster E, H, Mattias at the Mr. R- Congdon 
place: Mr, Clyde Frerks used to haul all the mail from Dorothy, 


George Morrison proved to be a very industrious farmer and had 
‘great deal of plans for expansion. He built @ new barn which still 
graces the farmstead and had plans ready to replace the original home 
Ivhen he wes smitten by encephalitis, He suffered for many years becom= 
ing more incapacitated as years went by, until his passing in 1926. 


25 



































George and Susan Morrison had two children. Charles was born 
jm 1911 and Jean in 1915. Jean died during the flu epidemic in 1918, 
In 1920 they adopted a litle girl whom they also called Jean, She is 
now Mrs, Peter 








hd Charley ances Mason siting onthe running bosrd of cir 


Mrs. Morsson sometimes cooked on Peterson's cook car, following 
the threshing outfit from place to place, 





In 1936 Mrs. Morrison. moved to Delia where she made her home 
until she passed way in 1950, 


Tom Morrison returned 0 Airdrie soon after he came to the Hand 
Hills 


CHARLES MORRISON 
by Mrs. Mansi Moansox Massa 
Charles Morrison was bom on February 28, 1911, on his father's 


homestead in the Hand Hills, He spent all his life on the original farm, 
‘one-half mile east of the Hand Hills school 





Charlie possessed a fine tenor voice and as a young man often sang 
at concerts or church services (sometimes singing duets with Stuart Manley) 
He played the guitar for dances with Tom MeBesth, slso played the 
Violin. Later he played with Fred Bisby, an old-time fiddler, who was 
Second ‘© none in this part of the county 

In 1935 he married Mabel Brown, also of the Hand Hills, They 
raised three children: Doris, «teacher (Ms. Martin Pasychnyk), now of 
Smoky Lake; Ralph, service manager in a garage in Taber; and Marjorie 
(Mrs. Garry Uhrich) of Airdre, 








Charlie passed away in 195! 





at the early age of forty-one years 
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‘THE CLAUDE P. ALMOND STORY 
warren sy CLAUDE ALMOND 


1 wes born at Painton, Lincolnshire, England, in 1892, 1 left 
England in March 1911 at the age of nineteen and came to Gleichen 
Fron there T went out helping to dill wells ftom Milo to Aldersyde at 
fifteen cents an hour and board, from four in the morning until ten at 
night. 


In July 1911 T helped Bob Beck aul two loads of lumber from 
cast of DeWinton to the Hand Fils, Tt took four and a half days. Then 
Tidecided to stay and take up a homestead and pre-emption. 


In the fall of twelve T hsuled lumber from Munson to build « howse 
We had to haul from Munson as the rallway had not come through at 
that time. Munson was twenty miles straight west, 


In the winter of 1912 I hauled water for the E. 1. Venus outfit 
which was stack threshing in the Hand Hills, and east to Hand Hills 
Dake. In 1913 T helped Me. Venus do breaking with his eight-plow outits 
find in the fall of the stme year [ hauled water for the Venus outfit 
theshing north of Delia, and then back to the Hind Hills. During the 
Winter of 1913 1 worked in Hugh Mason's and Fred Mason's cosl mines. 


In 1914 T stayed with Ernie Beck and lived on Dr. Lawson’s place 
and did some breaking on my own place. In the fall of 1914 1 hauled 
undies for Bill Blair; then in the winter of 1914-1915 1 worked for 
Angus Dart, feeding cattle for twenty-five dollars « month 

In 1915 T worked with the Venus outfit, In the winter of 1915-1916 
T helped ‘Tommy Somme to feed four hundred calves that belonged to 
Campbell from the river, In 1916 I put in a small crop of oats 

In the spring of 1917 Dick Bell, Jackson Howard, Oscar Peet and 
I went to Red Deer and joined the’ 187th Battalion. In July we were 
moved to Sarece Camp, where we had a good time. In the fall we went 
To live in the horse barns in Calgary; and on November 26th we were 
troved to Amherst, Nova Scotia, On December 10 T went to the hospital 
Jn Amherst, Nova Scotia, where T met Bessie Robinson, who was nursing 
there, and we were married while T was still « patien 








When we came back to the Hend Hills to live I told my wife we 
would just put a mattress on the floor. She said we had to set up the 
Dodstead. as she had seen mice running around on the floor and she did 
rot want company in bed, One thing, no man or dog eame to our house 
and went away hungry! 

When Hallowe'en came along the bachelor boys came and seid T 
had to go with them to borrow a neighbor's torkey for @ feed. 1 told 
them that T'was ¢ married man, and bad to stay home. Then one of 
the boys picked up the wife's tame goote, and said the goose or me, 


2st 

































and the wile said, “Tal 
in for eats and cofee. 





the old man!” So then she invited the boys 


We raised four children, Jim, Peter, Ann and Garry 





Every time there was a school picnic I would take two sacks of ice 
and the ioe cream freezer. The other people would bring thelr Ireezers 
too, and the children and grown-ups would have their fill of seal 
seeam. We used to go to box socials and pie sales and a lot of eer 
les were eaten. Some winters we went to the different neighbor's « 

Friday night and had bridge games. I lived north af P.O, Courtney’ 
Herman Joberg's, Bill Smith’s and E. L. Venus's and we always vsied 
among one another and had good time. 





1 went out threshing every fall for forty years, We went to the 
farmers’ houses to eat and always had the best of eats, at the ledies liked 
to do better than their neighbors. We always had a good time, as life i 
what you make fe 











We sold the farm to our son, Garry, in-May 1965 and moved to 
the Senior Citizens’ Home in Hanna and have lived here since 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 

Garry has since acquired some more farm lend and of 
feedlot in connection with his farming operations 











ROBERT BECK STORY AND PEET STORY INCLUDED 
ty Mas, Ava Pret Brcx 


Robert Beck had purchased 


the George Hall homestead and. Mrs. 
Beck (nce Annie Peet) recalls 
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In the spring of 1912 I left England with my two brothers to join 
the three brochers slready in Canada, Robert Beck met me at Gleichen 
IM we were married there. His farm, and those of my brothers, were 
in the Hand His, We travelled by democrat for three days, reaching 
Drumheller where we expected to ferry the river. It was out for repair 
tnd we crossed by boat, My husband took the wheels off the democrat 
find Youded all in the boat, ‘The team swam across. We reached home 
in the Hand Hills the third night about nine o'dock 





1 well remember the shower the neighbors gave us one evening, This 
was something altogether new to me. They called it a “charivar”. 


Since there was only 30 acres broke, the harvesting was no big 
problem. 


We looked cegerly forward to getting mail twice weekly which 
was brought from the Hand Hills store (Congdon's) to Mr, Trenaman’s 

T had not long been there when the schoolteacher came to board 
with us. As we were over two miles from school we provided her with 
Tsaddle hore to ride, T had often to thaw food in the mornings 0 
prepare ber lunches. She was a city git! and the following fall elt to 
take @ college course. 

"The mosquitoes were a trial, They, too, were « new experience for me. 


My husband hauled lumber from Gleichen for our First home. His 
father and brother had. homesteads there. 

We looked forward 10 visits from my brothers on Sunday, and 
from Roberts brother, C. Emile Beck, who lived in the “CucOff Coulee” 
We spent some very happy times those first years 








We had four horses by this time and three or four cows. We went 
to Munson to shop, asually went one day and came back the next. Soon 
{ack was laid from Munson east and about 1913 Delia came fnto being. 
This was during the dark years of war when Robert’ brother, C, Emie 
Beck, 2 cousin, Claude Almond, and two of my brothers, Jack and Oscar 
Pect offered their services to their country. My youngest brother (Oscar 
Peet) did not return, but remains in France on Vimy Ridge. 





‘We made butter and traded ft at the store for goods. There was Tile 
‘ash to be exchanged. 
T shall never forget the first hailstorm T experienced. Twas home 
stone and the terrific wind and noite of hail were quite frightening to me 
Tn January, 1913, our oldest boy, Eric, was bor, at home of course. 
He didi’t wait for the kind neighbor, Mrs, Quashnick, who was to stay 
with me and help, but was already born when she arrived 








In 1914 we had @ teecher with us who was bor in Red Deer, so 
she was acelimatized. 
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1 must have been about this time that our neighbors to the west, 
Ms. and Mrs. Albert Dawson and family moved to Delie. "We missed 
them very much, 


Jn 1916 our first baby girl, Gwendoline, was bor. I was very 
pleased at the prospect of compeny for me, By this time there was a 
doctor resident in Delia, Dr. Ingham. 





We had another baby girl, Maxine, who was not strong and left us 
at en early age 


Jn 1925 with our three children Erie, Gwen and Harvey, we moved 
to New Zealand, but as I had poor health in that climate, we moved 
back again to the Hand Hills in 1927; when we built the brick house 
fn the land that had formerly been Sam Pocklington’s. About 1941 we 
moved 10 Clive where we live at the present time. Eric and his wile 
Gladys (nee Milla) farm four miles northwest of Clive. Gwen, now 
Mrs. Wallace Sharp, lives in Calgery. Harvey with his wife and family 
fre at Stettler. 


‘THE RICHARD BELL STORY 
by Auce (Brut) Howaao 

Our parents were both born in England, Dad, Richard Bell better 
known as “Dick”, joined the Royal Garrison Artillery and served in the 
King’s uniform for forty years. He saw service in India, Ceylon and Malta 
‘in 1896, at the age of twenty-one yenrs, At that time he was said to be 
the youngest sergeant in the British forces. He wes a South Alcan Boes 
War veteran, His was the ermy life 








He married Elizabeth Stevens of Brighton, England, daughter of 
Cartwright. After the Boer War they came to Canada’ tn 1802 where 
they purchased s ranch seven miles west of the cow town af Calgary 


My brother Jack and I (Alice) were born in Calgary's first hospital, 
4 large house improvised into « hospital 


During the severe winter of 1906 my Dad. suffered heavy losses. We 
sold out soon alter and moved to Kalispell, Montana. ‘Kellpll was 
beautiful spot, with mountains, lakes and valleys. Ded worked in the 
orchards, Brother Ernest was bor at White Fish Lake, Kelipel, Montane 

In 1911, our folks decided to retuen to Alberta. Learning of this new 
area being settled they set out from Kalispell to destination Rainbow. We 
‘came by covered wagon with all our earthly possessions. It was along, tedious 
tip for one team. ‘The road, mostly tails over mountains, through brush 
cross streams and rivers, was very rough. ‘The only comfort Mather had 
was a “spring seat” and netting to keep off the millions of mosquitoes, 

We came over the tragic Frank Slide on 
‘among, the rocks and boulders, It was so windy 
couldn't put up our tent, We travel 
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rall_winding in and out 
Crow's Nest Pass we 
to Macleod, now Fort Macleod, 
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across praitie, as the crow flies, to Bassano. From there to Rainbow over 
turtle back and buffalo tail. Tt took ws two months to complete the trip. 





Alter living at various places for short periods, Ralnbow and Munson, 
we seiled in the Hand Hills about 1913. Dad obtained work with W. B. 
Smith and Fred McFadden. They both remarked that “Dick” was the best 
hhieed man they could hirer But Dad didn’t care to work for himself, 
probably caused by so many years in the services, Moving so much was 
Very herd on our Mother, but no matter where we setted Mother always 
nade « cosy home for us and she had the art of “doing a lot with very 
Tide." Like most English women she endured many hardsbips with 
English Sprit” 








Cur schooling suffered a great deal with so many schools. Our parents 
taught us considerable at home. Jack and T could never forget that old 
“NlaeMillan Reader", which we started into a dozen times. 


It was at the Hand Hills School we formed a lifetime association with 
Hilen, Ada, end George Venus; Mildred and Andrew Mason; the Peter- 
tons_Van, Grace, ‘Tony and Ben, The Courmeys, Helen, Francis and 
Gervldine; lso Charles Keith and Charles Morrison. 

‘When war broke out in 1914 Dad, with Claude Almond, Oscar Peet 
tnd Jackson Howard joined up with the 187th Battalion under Colonel 
Robinson of Munson, A farewell party was given at “Dad” Venus's. Dad 
id not soe active service in France as he was over age. He served as 
paymaster sergeant In England. 





Daring the four years of war we lived on the John Peet place, Mother 
did lot of sewing for the Red Cross, She made several dressing, gowns, 
pyjamas and bandages, We children attended Blair School where brother 
Ernest began grade one under Miss Cary Robinson (Nimmo). 

“This was the very best school we ever attended. Teachers like Miss 
Scott, an excellent singer and violinist; Mae and Beryl Beck, Mr. Millar 
land Miss Robinson, you could never forget. They possesed a storehouse 
Of knowledge and wisdom which they could instil In us. Pupils of Blair 
find the Hand Hills have taken high positions in every field with success, 





Those attending Blair during our four years were: Betty Blair; Babe 
and Elsie Lenfesty; Fay and Thetas Adams; Eleanor and Lawrence Me 
Naughton; Alice, Jk and Emest Bell; Dale, Bert end Martha Edmonson; 
Jean, Helen, end Dorothy Richardson; Selma and Mildred Anderson; 
Dorothy Ross; Brenda end Paul Rowe. 

‘The sade eight class graduating in 1919 were: Betty Blair, Fay 
Adams, Alice Bell, Martha Edmonson and Dorothy Richardson. We wrote 
cour departmentals in Deli 

Following the war we moved to our Dad's homestead at the top 
of Cut-Off Coulee, Dad grew a splendid garden and kept a few horses 
Th was a pretty place and there was en abundance of saskatoons. The 
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army training kept Dad in splendid condition and even at seventy years 
hhe walked six miles to Delia every Saturday to play chess with Mr. F.C 
Richert, Duncan Campbell and Me. Dawson. Dad passed away in 1952 
and was accorded a military funeral in Delia, 





Jack trained as @ barber. He barbered at Stettler. Finally he bought 
his own shop at Claresholm, He suffered ill health and died in 1933 at 
the early age of twenty-nine 


Mother passed away in 1953, 


Emest and his wife Helen live in Montgomery. He wained in 
rmechenics and specialized in diesel. He also worked a great deal as 
f contractor. He spent four years in the air foree. ‘They have one son 
Glenn with his Bachelor of Education obtained at Calgary University. 
He majored in mathematles and teaches In White Horse 


1, Alice, graduated from Garbutt Business College, but didn’t like 
office work, I continued on in high school, graduating from South Calgary 
High. My teacher training was taken at Camrose where I obtained. my 
First Class Certificate, This work I found interesting and rewarding. 





Eorron's Nore: Allee married Ernest Howard in 1933 at the Tom 
McKee farm north of Delia. Their family story is told In the Fmest Howard 
sory. 


‘THE MILLIGAN STORY 


There is always a beginning so we will start at the starting line 
Flgin arrived in Craigmyle on April 17, 1918 alter riding in a boxcar 
from Spillimackeen, Brith Columbia. Also in the ear were horses, cows 
fand some chickens, and wow! was the wind blowing! 





‘The first thing that didn’t look according to Hoyle was e man 
running his work team hitched to a wagon. In the part of the world 1 
had just Teft work horses were not 10 be forced olf-a walk. What was 
to be our home for the next thirty years was Henry Dart's old homestead 
where he had ranched for several years until the homesteaders got 100 


had been batching and “had enough of that", shen Margaret erived 
on Mey fifth, accompanied by our three children: Roy, six years; Freda, 
three years and Doris, eighteen months 





ta dry year! All there was (0 
wes the straw 


1 planted some barley and oht wi 
harvest was put in-a wagon box—this in 








Money was money in those days, but it wasn't on speaking terms 
with us. We had enough to go back to British Columbia where I got « 
job in the mines to make a grub stake for the next summer. However, 
from then on things went up and down. 
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Before I get shead of myself, 1 must include Edna, who was born 
in September, Now we were six, each one helping the other. 1t didn’t 
take us very long to find we had good neighbors and that sure helped. 


We soon heard the story about the country blacksmith on Bob 
Congon’s place. ‘The farmers would fetch thelr plow shares, tbe 
Shurpened, and while waiting would drink all the blacksmith's drinking 
water, which he had to carry quite some distance. So he asked Bob to 
fetch him a new bed chamber from Stetler, where Bob went for supplies 
for his store. ‘The blacksmith washed the’ chamber and filled it—with 
water and put it where his drinking water wes kept. When the farmers 
sked where the drinking water was the blacksmith went over and had 
{drink out of the bed chamber. The farmers stopped drinking water! 





Writing this at age seventy-seven, I am quite forget of happenings 
but in these earlier years the young folks forget very important things 
"Thete is the story of the young bride who waited all day in Delia for 
the groom. But alas! the groom had forgotten his wedding day! Another 
lamusing ineldent is about the neighbor who had bought his first new 
ftutomobile and had it but « few days. He got all dressed ready to g0 10 
Saskatoon to meet his bride and found he couldn't start the car. He came 
running over 10 our place and asked me to help him start his eat, So on 
ltrriving at the car ¥ got in the seat and asked him for the keys. He says 
“Oh sure that’s the trouble, I forgot to put the key in" 


So now we are along 9 1920 when our second son Mac arrived. We 
are seven, Freda has started to school and Roy is doing better riding bis 
horse in that he isn't getting bucked off so often. Poor Royl I just couldn't 
get him a horse that wouldn't buck, But maybe the black cloud had 
Silver lining es now Roy hes maneged to make most of the hurdles, He 
hhas put in many hard. years at Rocky Mountain House clearing bush 
ff cheee hundred acres. He married Jessle Osborne and they have two 
thildren, Dennis and Florence 


Our eldest daughter Freda married John Chernos, They have two 
children, LaVerne and. Rodney, both married. Freda and John live at 
Langdon Comer near Calgary. Doris is next, married to Fred Burr and 
Living in. Port Albemi, Britsh Columbia. They have three children, 
Joanne, Gary and Allison, 





dna isthe fourth, martied to Paul Killian and living tn Delia. They 
hed one son Donald, whose death on June 1, 1964, marred oor happy 
family. ‘There was 10 happier boy than Donniel 


Mac is the fifth, merried to Loulse Stubbs. They have three boys, 
Kenneth, Harvey and Douglas, and are living in the Hand Hill 


eee we are in 1930, when Joyee arrived. We are eight! Joyce married 
Roy Fletcher and they have six children: ‘Trina, Mylene, Celese, Anita, 
Kent and Rene. They all live at Kitimat, British Columbia, 
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We attended our fest Hand Hills Stampede at Jack Miller's Reneh 
in 1919. One big ster decided to head for open country and the crowd 
pened « path for him, At one point he decided to jump Into» bugs 
but he only managed t0 get half way in and fell on the front wheel. 
‘That was the finish of the wheel and the couple who were sitting in the 
buggy landed on the ground. 

‘There must be something ssid about the fall—the most beautiful 
‘month of all the year! When the theesherman and his crew arrive every- 
thing is hustle and bustle, glad to see them arrive and pleased to see 
them leave, as the mothers and daughters with all the meals and lunches 
to prepare, are about exhausted, One year when Francis Courtney did our 
threshing T really got a pleasant soxprise. Upon paying my bill Francis 
tid, "T give a ten percent rebate for cash”, That was something [ had 
hover received before and what's more, I had full welght for my grain, 








TThen there was the time in the 1930s when farmers had poor crops 
and still poorer prices. It was a cnse of root hog or die, s0 away went 
ninety percent of the farmers to Willow Creek t0 dig coal, Some came 
from as far as thirty-five mile, One morning on my way to the diggings 
Teounted all the horses going to the diggings and coming home, also 
the ones working at stripping the dirt off the coal, and there were two 
hundred and filty horses, 

‘There wes one fellow who got his coal the easy wey. John Marshall 
had a coal mine out a few miles from Delia and this fellow was hauling 
his winter's supply from John’s mine. When he had his last load he sald 
to John, “If you can change a hundred dollar bil will pay for the coal” 
But Jol sei, “I just haven't that much change”. The fellow didn’t show 
up until the next winter, when he started getting the winter supply 
‘Agein when his last load was on the sleigh he asked John to change the 
Inundred dollar bil, John didn’t heve eny change. This time John made 
tp his mind to bave change, should this fellow come again. Sure enough 
hhe got his coal and the last load he sald, “Can you chenge a hundred 
dollar bill?” John said, “Sure T cant” The fellow promptly replied “I 
forgot to bring the hundred dollar bill". So John never did collect the 
money. Note here: John put forty-one years, rather winters, in that coal 
mine. 




















T must mention the dances in the schoo! houses, ‘The desks were 
piled at the back wall and as the youngsters fell aslep they were deposited 
fn the desks rolled in coats and rags, and on went the dance. Those times 
wwe didn’t have antifreeze so everyone drained his radiator. One night 
Saw one fellow making trip after trp, carrying water from the pump to 
I his radiator. ‘There was a stream of water running from his car. ‘This 
fellow shouts “Hey! Milligan, come and put your finger in this radiator 
and figure why Tean’t get it full", The trouble was the water was blood 
temperature and he coulda’s fel it. Well he just had one too many. 














It would be difficult to forget when we butchered 2 calf, dressed 
weight two hundred pounds, delivered it to a store in East Coulee thirty 
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miles distant and received twelve dollars end we were obliged to take 
froveries Could you find anyone these days who would freight it thirty 
mriles for the twelve dollars 


Another example of working for nothing. Frank Lomas shipped a 
five gallon cen of cream to Burns and Company, Calgary. He rece 
hiinety-six cents, Frank wrote a letter to Bums and Company saying, 
ATF you think Tam chambermaiding to those cows for my health, you ere 
barking up the wrong tre 


Karl Bund tells one on himself, When he arrived in the Hand Hills 
he couldn't speak the English language. Someone advised him to get 
ome gopher pokon and mix it with wheat to poison the gophers which 
were destroying the crops, Kal went to the store and looked around, He 
Siw a etn of peanut butter with the pieture of a squirrel on it, so he 
bought this thinking that it was « gopher. He mixed up several batches 
Of this but the gophers were just getting fat on this diet. By talking to 
fone of his neighbors he discovered that he actually was fattening the 
gophers. 

‘There isthe fellow who had help to butcher a beef. His helper sad 
“{ will come over in the morning and help you cut it down and carry 
ie in to the shop", Upon arriving at the farm in the morning the beet 
twas gone and the helper sid, “Gee that must have been tecrbly heavy”, 
“Oh, not” said the farmer, “T just cut It into six quarters” 




















In concluding these notes, I must say thet all tn all the Hand Hills 
was good to us and that the people who live there in the future will be 
hhandsomely rewarded 


‘THE LAWRENCE MORTON STORY 


1, Lawrence Morton, was born on February 6, 1917 to Kingsley 
land Alice Morton in a homestead shack. 1 took my schooling at Elmer 
School 


In 1982 I decided to get out in this ig world and try to find work 
to see a little of how some of the rest of the country lived. After riding 
the “rods” a litle, T drifted west to B.C. then down into Washington. 
fand Ldaho, working wherever T could find work, T soon retumed to the 
Hand Hills es_on all my travels T found no place I liked better 
the “dear old his of hom 








1 rented some land from Ernest Peacock in 1996 and got my first 
taste of farming on my own. The next year Frances Peacock and I were 
married. We farmed the Peacock farm for @ couple of years. T worked 
hhere and there for a year or two before renting end moving onto a half 
section of Den Klumps’ land in the Georgetown school district 


In 1943 T was fortunate enough to purchase 5-30-17 on the western 
side of the Hand Hills from Mrs. Fennel. This land was known as the 
‘Albert Dawson and Henry Quaschnick homesteads, As there were no 
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buildings on this place we rented the buildings on the Harry Taylor 
place from Willis Tario for a year until we got some buildings erected 
to move into, This was not a suitable location on account of it being so 
far from school; s0 In 1949 we purchased the quarter known as the 
Palmer place from Allen Beaton. This called for us to start building and 
‘moving all over again. In 1952 we obinined the Beck homestead or George 
Ines place, from Fred Richert, This completes the land we hold as to nov. 








Frances likes to tell of a few incidents she considers comical now, 
but were rather frustrating at the time they happened. 

This one epltode happened when I was breaking a sorrel pony 
‘Things were going quite well when suddenly the pony decided that that 
was enough of that nonsense, so she bucked. The saddle and 1 went over 
her head, stripping the bridle off too. Trances tells it as: Lawrence was 
riding the pony when they went behind the haysteck, but s complete 
change occurred there, as only the pony came out, with no rider, no 
saddle and no bridle 

Another ineldent wat when we were hauling green feed to stack 
bbchind the barn. I was driving down the hill towards the baen when 
the harness broke and the rack came up against the horses’ rumps. They 
‘ould hold It back alright but couldn't turn. As luck would have {ta bank 
pighouse, which hed the roof level with the ground, was right in the way, 
S0 team, rack, load of green feed, and I went right through the roof 
where the pigs were sleeping. What a “whoosh of pige” that came out of 
there! No one, or any thing, was damaged too much, but what a terible 
place to stack bundles from. 








She also tells ebout the time that I traded a team for another older 
team. I decided I would use them to haul some straw. T asked Frances 
to hold the reins while I hitched them up so they wouldn't start before 
Twas ready. When I took the reins and stepped on the rack 1 bade them 
to go. Wall they both just sat down! They ‘were so balky they wouldn't 
tighten the tugs or even make an attempt ta pull so I'm sure they woulda’ 
have run away, 

We have eight children, Darlene is marsied to Charles Schmalz, 
‘They have five children end are now living in Drumbeller. Merle married 
Irene Karg Morton and they have one son. Barbara married Leo Page, 
they have two sons and live at Westlock. Brenda married Barty ‘Thomas 
and now resides In Calgary. Laverne, Lavry, Murray, and Anita ere at 
hhome attending school in Delia, 








Eorron's Nore: Lawrence has been a government brand inspector 
now for ten years and enjoys it very much et he likes working. with 
livestock, 





THE INNES STORY 
sy Mas. Jean (Ines) McLton 


Sometime in early December, 1919, George and Margaret Innes 
sand myself (Jean) moved from Ponties, Saskatchewan, to settle in. the 
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Hand Hills Distiet, south of Delia on « piece of land formerly owned 


by Bob Beck 


My father was born at Thurso, Seotland, and came to Winnipes, 
Manitoba, in 1906. He gota job with the railroad as brakeman. He stayed 
With this work until 1912 or 1913, then moved to a homestead at Ponties, 
Seskatchewan, He had asthma very badly while working on the train 
tnd he thought the prairie air would help cure i 


‘Mother came from Dundee, Scotland, in 1902, where she was born. 
She stayed with an uncle and an aunt at Newpews, Manitobs. Shortly 
After arriving she went to work as a practical nurse at Portage La Prairie 
tintl her marriage in 1910, She moved to Miniota as a bride. 


When we came to the Hills Dad went Into the cattle business as we 
hhad lots of land. With the slump In prices, « bad winter, and little feed, 
hhe soon found this to be a non-profitable business. Sometime between 
1922 and 1926 he started to ralse sheep which he disposed of before 
moving to Michichi around 1943, He was very fond of animals and had 
brought some registered Clydesdale horses from Saskatchewan. He took 
good many prizes at the Delia Fair with them, 











Mother also took pert in the fair with her baking, handwork, turkeys, 
geese and chickens, Taleo did waiting and fine stitches, 

Mother and Dad worked hard and sometimes with not the returns 
they should have had—due t weather conditions, ee. 





Mother also helped different families during times of Hness in their 
Saris. 


‘After moving to Michichi they had sale of all their stock and 
machinery. They moved into a cory litle house in Turner Valley_ and 
Wwere very happy. Dad developed leukemia and passed away in 1954 at 
the age of seventy-five, The year before, he bad a trip home to Scotland 
which he enjoyed, He is buried in Calgary 

Mother carried on and lived in her house alone until the spring of 
1966 when she became very ll. The doctors thought she would be better 
in a nursing home. She isin faily good health at eighty-six and is in the 
Southwood Nursing Home in Calgary 











In 1931 [ finished my high school ip Delia and went in training. at 
the Celgery General Hospital, from which T graduated in 1954 with my 
RN 

worked supervising at the General and spent six months in Great 
Falls, Montana. Ip 1937 T was married to J. 5, McLeod of Turner Valley 
We have lived there ever since arid wouldn't live anywhere else, We 
hhave three children: Margaret, a teacher now marzied with two children 
of her own, a gle end a boy; Eleanor Jean, a nurse following in hee mother’s 
footsteps ftom the General, She is married and works for the V.O.N, in 
Calgary: JIm, the youngest, is apprenticing for a mechani 
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1 remember the good house partes and dances we went to at Jobergs, 
Milligans, Peets and Lindsays, only to mention a few. We played cards 
and danced and drove home in a sleigh with the cold moon shining down 
fon us. The other thing that sticks out in my mind is the homemade ice 
cream made in the old fashioned freczers which were turned by hand. 
Tee cream never tasted s0 good! 





One story I think some of the Hand Hills school children might have 
forgotten, which stands out in my mind very clearly, Is about one of our 
teachers. We always hed a new teacher every year, 1 guest they either 
couldn't take It or had found a husband. The year I was in grade four 
four teacher came from easter Canada and by Christmas she had found 
1 husband. Sometimes he drove her to school and sometimes she drove 
herself. Anyway, it must have been « very windy day in. April when 
she asked some of the bigger boys to put a few rocks in the buggy so 
she wouldn't be blown over on her way home, We all helped and filled 
the buggy to overflowing, hardly leeving « place for her to sit. A short 
time ater she asked us to write a letter of apology for something we 
hhad done or sald about her. One student wrote 








Dear Teacher: Tm very sorry that I helped fill your buggy with 
rocks, and called you a litde brown bear when you were walking down 
the road (she had a brown fur coat). We never did hear the rest of the 
letters she fainted. We wrapped her in her old fur eoat on the school 
bench. Fortunately her husband came and took her home. I don’t remem: 
ber who wrote the letter but she must have suspected that we called her 











Not so many years ago I heard a bicthday greeting to the same lady, 
over the radio, on her eighty-fourth birthday 


ANTON ZIPPER 
by Many Zeoven 


Anton Zipper boarded the boat Westphalia at Hamburg, Germany, 
fon April 13, 1928, and londed et Halifax April 22. From there he travelled 
by train to Craigmyle, arriving on April 27, 


He went to work for Mr. Gaetz until 1932 when he purchased some 


land for himself. To help make ends meet he again worked for Mr. Geet 
in 1988, 


He now owns and farms the west half of section 30-29-17 which was 
purchased from Mr. Gilbert, she east half of 30 bought from the Manu: 
Facturer’s Life Insurance, and the south half ofsetion 31 from Reuben Peet, 

In 1950 he retumed to his native country and married Josephine 
Gangl, to return and make thelr home on the Gilbert homestead. ‘They 
hhave (wins, Mary and Alois, who attend the Elmer school now, as the 
school boundaries have been'changed from the early days 
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SAMUEL MAMMEL STORY 
ay Bux Manes. 

Tn 1927 Mr, and Mrs, Mammel and children came by boat from 
Besarabia, later known as the Moldavian Soviet Republic. They landed 
Halifax then came by train to Hanna, They lived eighteen males north 
feast of Hanna for « few years before moving to Vegreville in 1933, 

In 1936 they moved to the Hand Hills onto the Walt Allen place. 
It took them seven days to move with their belongings on @ wagon and 
the democrat tailing on behind, 

Emil, the oldest boy, had moved onto the Rowe place. Now, he as 
well as most of his family live In Calgary 














Emil tells an interesting ancodote, Enroute from Halifax on the 
train he saw the trainman selling some fruit, which turned out to be 
bananas, which they had never seen nor tasted in Besarabia. Emil. was 
extremely curious and bought one or two to taste, When he took a bite 

‘purposefully made a face so his sisters wouldn't want taste of his. 
‘The first taste was delicious and he dide’t want to have to share them 
with the rest 





Emma tells of similar transaction, After landing by boat at Halifax 
they notioed a lot of people chewing something but never could see them 
patting anything in thelr mouths. It was very puzzling 10 them as t0 
Why these people were chewing. You see, like bananas, they had never 
seen oF heard of gum. 





Most of the Mammel girls worked in varlous hospitals before they 
were marred 





Olga married Fimil Burgemiester, but unfortunately he passed away 
at a very early age, leaving a boy and girl fatherless. She is now martied 
to Mr. Hilz and they Live in Calgary 


lie was married to Albert Rosin but in 1956 she passed away 
leaving a large family of children 


Emma, Annie, and Margaret, are marred and live In Calgary 


Ida is married anal lives in Ciliwack, B.C. Ben worked in Calgary for 
three years but the “Hills” heve « way of calling some beck 


In 1953 Ben and Mabel Brown Morrison were married. Ben has a 
aughter, Sharon, and ason, Don, from his previous mi 
Marjorie Paynter, then a local girl. Sharon is working in. Calgar 
‘married Carol Chambers on April 13, 1968, and they are living in a 
taller in Ben’s and Mabel’ yard on the original Morrison homestead, 





In 1944 Mr, and Mrs. Sam Mammel sold out and moved to 
‘They celebrated their fiftieth or Golden Anniversary in 1958, 
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and. Mes. Mamet still 





Mr, Mammel passed away February 4, 1963, 
resides in Calgary near most of her famaly 


EDWARD MOENCH STORY 
py Eowaro Morea 


"The second son bora to Mr. and Mrs, Leonard Moench of the Rocky 
Hill distri was Edward, 





daughter of Me. and Mrs, Wiliam 


He married Anna. Slepper 
‘on November 8, 1945. 


Sieppert of the Rocky Fil distri 

Radie and Annie moved onto the Adams farm before buying. the 
Elgin Milligan homestead in 1949, Here they stil make their home where 
hey have raised six children 











Lily was born in 1947 and works in Calgary. 


‘The following ¢hildzen sill remain at home. Lester was born in 
1049, Leonard born in 1953, the twins Lois and Lyle born in 1956 and 
Lydia Anne born in 1962, 





DAVID MOENCH STORY 
by Viots Moeew Mrc1scan 
Dave was born on December 27, 1921, to Mr, and Mrs. Leonard 
Moench, He married Violet Temple of Hanna in 1943 and they bough 
the William Peet farm in the Hand Hills school district in 1947 and 
moved there, Here they remained until his death in May of 1965 





Dave Moench hauling cos! 


‘They have four children 
Bernice, born in 1944, married Reg, Mi 
snow reside at Port St. Joh, 





ail of Craigmyle and they 
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Wayne, of Hanna, was born in 1948, 
‘Teresa and Lori Anne, born in 1954 end 1962 respectively, live with 
their mother 
Violet Moench married Mac Milligan on April 27, 1968, and they 
live on the Mae Milligan farm, 


VALENTINE GOBEL, 


Valentine Gobel was born in Qu'Appelle Valley, Saskatchewan, in 
September, 1903. He was the fourth child of @ very lange family. It was 
hhere that he received his elementary education, At the age of twelve 
ancl « half years he was the only student in his class to pass grade eight 
‘When he was sixteen he went to Edmonton to complete his schooling 
and to take a college course. He wrote his examinations in the old Medical 
Ants building, From here he went to the States and graduated to become 
fs profesior of mathematics, Two of his pupils in St. Paul were sons of 
Reverend Kochneke, who was one of our carly. ministers, and home 
steaded on the land now owned by Harold Moench 











When the depression struck in the States, Val was prohibited from 
working because of his Canadian cidzenship. To obtain United States 
citizenship papers was next to impossible at that particular time so. he 
took a theological course including Grook, Hebrew, Latin and 1wo modern 
languages. 





In 1931 he returned to western Gmada as an ordained Lutheran 
clergyman. For three years he was very active in this field in the Drom- 
haeller and Craigmyle districts. ‘This was in the midst of the depression 
‘when collections were so small that at times he was foreed to do manval 
Tabor 10 augment his income, Many people of this ater have been 
associated with him through hours of sadness and frivolity. He had 
quota of suicides, bue that belongs to the past, also broken homes, mental 
upsets, ruptured appendixes, and supplied free taxi service to and from 
hospitals. The patients hod no money to pay for services rendered. Te 
seemed at times they had no hopes or anything, as farming was just @ 
nightmare, with duststorms, critical shortage of everything: grasshoppers, 
monotonous foods and empty cupboards. Lots of them hd their own 
personal doubts but litle they knew of soup kitchens, hunger marches 
tand bread lines as they didn't even have newspapers, 




















‘Two of the first babies Val baptized in the Craigmyle district were 
Alma Albright and Irene Karg. 

He went to work in the Provincial Relief Clothing Depot in the old 
Hudson Bay store in Edmonton. He saw ways of living in all ts ugly 
phases. Women would come in or write in to have a dress selecied for 
them. ‘They sere all drab prints, worth about seventy-five cents and 
no choice. The shoes sent were flat, clumsy looking footwear, An expectant 
mother was allowed only ten yards of flannelette, sometimes grey, and two 


251 







































balls of woo! yarn, Women's agitation groups finally got safety pins, 
Keitting needles and a couple of other items added to the relief Ist. This 
went on for a long time. Many people around here received assistance of 
some Kind, 

During World War II Val gave over five years of service to his 
country. Three of the years were in the RCA. uniform and then « 
couple of years in civilian capacity investigating some organizations end. 
flso working in the censorship department. His knowledge of so many 
Tanguoges was usefal In this work. He was ewarded a Certificate of Merit 
and Service, signed by Doctor J. McCann 

In 1947, after completing an agriculture course, he bought the S. A. 
Peterson homestead, Here the saying is You cin get a frostbite on 
Hallowe'en and a sunstroke in July, with lots and lots of clouds, but 
Ihardly splash of rain”, 


‘Twice Val was unsuccessful as @ Liberal candidate, both federal and 




















provincial. At the present time he ie President of the Hand Hills RELA. 
fand municipal councilor for Starland. 
Val seldom umps ball games or curls anymore, but likes to watch, | 


He used to be very active in both sports | 
In Edmonton in 1995 Val married Geraldine Courtney, a registred 


‘After all these years on the farm he often wonders what he is doing 
there anyway, but every “why” has a “wherefor 





ELMER BERTSCH STORY 
by Bzatex anp Mary Berrscat 

Elmer was bom in March, 1921, to Mr. and Mrs. Pred Bertsch of 
mer school district, Like most babies in those days he was-born in the 
hhome. ‘There were no close hosptals or our transportation to hospitals 
‘was not fast enough to make the long journey 

In 1945 he bought the Fred McFadden farm but didn’t live there 
unt! he marsied Mary Brown, a registered nurse of Staffordshire, England, 
fn August, 1953, Mary nursed in Drumheller hospital from 1948 unt 
1953 steady, but since she has been a “purse on call”. She trained for 
her RIN. in’ Wolverhampton, England, before coming over here. 

Enron's Nove: She has often been called on 10 assist locally to 
accompany a patient to a hospital ‘These people are certainly an extra 
credit to any county | 





HARRY GRAGG 


Mr. and Mrs, Gragg and their son Vernon bought the Roy Lindsay 
farm in November, 1958, and only stayed a very short time, approximately 
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two years, then sold it o Fred Courtney who is living there. The Grages 
Came from Bow Island, Alberta, to this place. Those couple of years 
Saw crops not as bountiful as some years so they couldn’s see their way 
‘ear to remain there. We were all sorry 10 see them leave as they were 


very community: minded, 








Mr. and Mrs, Gragg are living In Calgary end Vernon was working 
the oll rigs inthe northern part of Alberta 





HERMAN JESKE 


Heemen Jeske came to the Hand Hills from Seskatchewan to work 
for $. A. Peterson shout 1936, He fermed the Peterson homestead (WY 
35-00-17) for some years, then the Wl of 4-30-17, which had been the 
Tnnes farm, About 1958 or 1959 he moved to Rosedale and worked in 
the mine there for some time. 





‘THE HAND HILLS LADIES’ CLUB 
‘warren sy Mas, Mancaner Macican 
‘The Hand Hills Ladies’ Club came Into being about 1930. Mrs, Roy 
Lindsay Invited we women to her home to discuss and organize the club. 
Mas Lindsay was elected president and Mrs. George Innes secretary. We 
ret the second Thursday of each month, taking tums at the different 
hhomes. We each paid a dollar to join and ten cents each month. 





During the first years we made quilts end raffled them off; we also 
put on dances at the schoo! house and the proceeds all went to buy the 
Fiand Hills school. We bought a double swing—a very good one, 1wo 
gasoline lanterns, cups, saveers, plates, spoons and forks, to use when 
{We had “do's” and dances in the school. We also bought Christmas gifs 
for the school children 


(ue first members were Mes: Roy Lindsay, Nes. Willlam Smith, Mrs. 
George Innes, Mrs. P. O. Courtney, Mrs. H. Joberg, Mirs. Venus, Ms 
William Peet, Mrs, Rube Peet, Mrs. C. Almond, and myself; and in 
later years, Mes. Flet, Mrs. MeDoneld, Mrs. Arley Stevenson, Mrs. Alex 
Gallagher and Mrs. Fred McFadden, From time to time other ladies 
joined the group: Mrs, S. A. Peterson and Rush, Mrs. F. Courtney, Mrs. 
‘Tom MeBeath, and Mrs. George Morrison. Mis. Charlie Morrison, Phyllis 
MeDonald and Mrs, Louise Milligan joined later on, Through the years 
‘most of us had been president or socretery, 


During World War Il we did a lot of Red Cross work, although we 
didn’t have a branch, but got our work through the Craigmyle branch, 
We made a quilt at each meeting, and those who could knit took wool 
hhame to Knit into turtleneck sweaters and hose, etc. The women who 
didn’t knit took materials and made pyjamas, nighties, bandages, ete, We 
all worked real hard for the Red Cross 
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The Rolf Call at the meetin 
sometimes a recipe, a 


was answered in a variety of ways— 
om, a quotation from the Bible, an embarassing 














rove ws to the mectings especially during the 
Winter months, end lots of times we would have ax many men as women 
at our meetings. At most summer meetings we had visitors as we were 
to bring our company along. 


‘THE WEST SIDE CLUB AFTER MRS, MILLIGAN’S TIME 
by Mas. Ana (Venus) Lavesry 

I joined the club when it was called “The Hand Hills Ladies 
In 1980; then we left the Hand Hills in 1932. 1 rejoined in 1963 when 
‘we moved to Delia whore four of us members now live. It takes in much 
more territory now, but we enjoy the same kind of sctivitie-—donating 
to the Red Cross, Salvation Army, erippled children, shower gilts, beby 
silts and sick folks’ gifts and sympathy cards 





This club still carries on with a membership of sixteen in 1968. We 
have had a very socal and rewarding time 

At the end of last year we had « turkey supper—the club bought the 
turkey and everything else was pot ick. The members and their husbands 
were invited, Twenty-six sat down to a lovely supper—turkey and all the 
‘wimmings. This is tbe repeated this year 

‘The first ladies’ club of the Hand Hills district was the Ladies’ Aid 
In the very early. years; my mother belonged to this club. This was in 
the period from 1911 tothe 1920s, 











Some of the Wost Ciob mambors—toft te right Mrs. Jaborg, Mes. Mortson, Mrs 
‘Rimond, Mrs. McFadden, Mr, Stevensan, Loc McFadden, 2 vor, Hate berg, 
Mabel tiarraon, ts: Bil Pest, Mise McKeona (Mes Almond’: aunt fom the east 
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
ty Frances Morton 

It seems so many mentioned the school concerts in their stories but 
no details about it. 

Shortly after Hallowe'en the subject of « Christmas concert would 
start being whispered around and finally one youngster would. approach 
the teacher and ask, “Are we going to have a concert this year?". Why 
this question had to be asked every year T don’t Know, beeause Tam 
sure the teacher had it foremost in her mind at the time anyway. She'd 
father up her well worn concert books and set to work, thankful the 
Children had brought up the subject Fest. 





Hollywood, Tm sure, never had ony more attentive and serious 
consideration than did the little dlalogues and recitations chosen. ‘There 
twas always difficulty in choosing plays for we hed to choose the play 
To fit the cost—not the cast to fit the play—because the actors were 
Timited not only in numbers but in talents, too. The big task of finding 
4 marching drill that we could have to match the tall children with the 
short the fst, and the skinny, was then undertaken 





After the older girls in the school had written out all the parts then 
ame the practice, The last two weeks before the concert we would push 
back the desks and spend all day preparing for the big event 


“The smaller grades were glven the important messy ordeal of making 
the decorations by cutting up strips of paper different sizes and shapes 
tnd glueing them together to make streamers and stars for the tree and 
telling, Santa and his reindeer were drawn and colored on the blackboard 
Everyone had to do their share of the work, Usually the boys did the 
climbing to put up the ceiling decorations, We had to make all decorations 
fd costumes as it was in the years when money was not handed out for 
Enicknacks, Nevertheless this made it all the more special to be involved. 











‘There was always the very seriousness of it all until the last practice 
on the day of the concert, Then, lo and behold, no one kncw their parts, 
fand everyone got the giggles. Was this just to give the teacher a real 
art of grey hairs? 

(Oh, the hustle and bustle at home to get supper over with. Of course 
the school children didn't participate in It that night, ‘Then the hurry 0 
set dressed, Usually our mothers had made over a dress for us or if we 
tvere really lucky we had new cloth made into a dress. It was then 
Supposed to be our Sunday-go-to-meeting dress for a years or 50, if we 
didn’t grow too fast 








Dad would get the team and sleigh ready while mother packed that 
special cake or sandwiches for the lunch after the concert. How sweet 
the sleighbells sounded, coming from all dieections to the school. The 
school barn was never large enough to accommodate all the teams so they 
‘were tied outside with blankets thrown over them. 
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The school was always packed with the proud parents to see thelr 
litde angels perform, and relations and friends came to see if ovr concert 
was better than the others. 





AIL the children knew thelr pieces that night and the teacher could 
| relax again 

Santa never faled to come on time and do his capers. He usually 

got a Kiss from the teacher but only after he teased and begged for one 

‘iter all the children bad their gift usually two, the draw gift end one 

| from their teachér, and the stocking of eandy, then Santa wished everyone 














1 Merry Christmas and departed in a great enthusiastic cheer from ebildren 
fand adults. 

Then came the lunch, ‘The coffee hed been made on the furnace 
but the ticky task of filling the eups with coffee without spilling w drop 
fon anyone, when there was no place to stand of move, was a real fest 
This was closely followed by the serving of sandwiches and cakes before 
the pathway was obstructed again, 

‘This is one of the memorable happenings long to be remembered in 
four minds but, except in writing, lost to the next generations, 
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| REMEMBER 
[A bachelor neighbor, Jim Dalby bought a new coupe zr, and wanting te 

wit tum he drove diecy to out ploc. When he arrived i our Yard he had 
‘Sher forgtien or sie the stleeman had never showed him how 10 sop Mt co 
fre tovdrve i right ine cur haystack apd this'of cout Tiled the motor. We 
wore happy our sack wos clo by, ss | don't know what would have been his 
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oth Engl nd tht came tour county ta make, hfe 
‘impress his Tolls back home so they. would? ‘worry, he Informed 
tom iy Teter thet he had purchased big ranch, wit lols of ntmala. When 
Hs mother soked ta er lett what Kid. ranch i wes, he inmedahly replied, 
Mother | have # Big gopher ranch the Tas timo Veounled the: animale 1 had 
gyer 4 thousand head, and probably olsmoro now" Her prompt reply wa 

Sion, | am so proud of my prosperous son away out im Albee, tet Fe tld a 
‘our elnds about your gopher reach and some want to come and vist You" 
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Iltzard 27 Scpiembor 21, 1955, when snow was pled yp fo 
‘Deep: Dave Monch had to shovel bis wey oo tthe Youd 
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|_ REMEMBER 
| ‘When we got $1.50 for « five gallon can of cream, or got sight cents» 
pound for bute. 
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When we could buy one hundred pounds of potatos for twentyfive cen 
tee 


in the this 





| When we were lucky to get sb dlls for « market size hi 
| tek 


| When we coulda? gst over five cante a doven for eggs, and wheat was 
ninetoen cons a bushel 
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Or remember when the government paid one cor 
help the farmers out 
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(Or when the wages were two della a day for 2 man pitching bundle 
“ree dello ‘man and team, 
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| Working out in the winter f ve some money 


doing 





$7.50 4 month, and | could 
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The. days when an orchestra often played from sine ocock until four of 
‘ Tour dollars those days we travelled 
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40 the Delis mill every fall 42 have It ground int, flour te 
‘e" Goportuny flour ‘Mill operated by McKay. and 

{is dur wrt the lightest bot In hove “days every 
ny earned, when po fa. the deal 
‘cespd wer she hundred pounds of flove In exchange 
1 pay for the mailing aed pot al the or 
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CHAPTER VI 


‘THE BLAIR SCHOOL DISTRICT 


When the small rural school districts were absorbed by the large 
school divisions in 1938, the secretarial recards which told such fascinat- 
ing tales of progress under difficulties, were lost, destroyed or neglected. As 
far as could be ascertained. Blair's records were left in the school where 
hrifty rodents used. them for insulating their winter nests, When the 
buildings were sold nothing was left to be salvaged. The facts that are 
recorded here, though few, are gratefully presented from the Depertment 
of Education authorizations 








BLAIR scHOOL 
Me Bil Bae, August 17,1952 





For other additional fats relating to the naming ofthe school, 
see the Wiliam Blair sory 





The Blair School number was 2521, established August tenth, 1911 
with Mr, O. B, Richardson, Lawsonburg, as the senior trustee. He also 
Served in the capacity of secretary-treasurer. Another who officiated as 
secretary was Tommy Smith. On June tenth, 1912, one thousand five 
hhundred dollars was borrowed by debenture to build and furnish a school 
house. Mr. Fred. White and Me. Alex Nichol were contracted 10 build it 
Blair was included in the Drumheller School Division No. 30 on Sept 
ember sixteenth, 1938, Approval to sell the buildings was granted on 
July. twenty-first, 1955, and to re-sell the site on January «wenty-third, 
1956, Tt was reclaimed by Mr. Courtney. 
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The following teachers all served at the Blair School, but we did not 
tty to arrange them in chronological order as no authorative records could 
be located. We sincerely hope that none have been omited from thie lis 
Miss Maggie Wigmore, Miss Scott, Miss Carey Robinson, Miss Mae Beck, 
‘Miss Beryl Beck, Mr. Miller, Mr. Mitchell, Miss Dorothy’ Richardson, Mise 
Hampion, Miss Limber, Mis Dixie Fair, Mr, Poland, Mr. Allred Howard 
and Mise McVeigh 


The following interesting statement was written by Harvey Zakariasen 
and bears repetition here. Quote: “My mother charged twenty dollars 
per month for room and. board and transportation on a saddle horse. 
‘The following girls who boarded with my mother from 1995-1949, rode 
ight thousand miles on ewo different horses. 





‘The name in brackets indicates the teacher's marvied name and 
the adress is their present location. 


Blair School ‘Teachers fom 








1935-1945 
1935-36 — Irene Murphy (Fiupatrck) Drumheller 
1936-37 — Mabel Fox (Sherriff) Cremona 
1937-38 — Myra Wright (Mathers) Calgary 
1838-40 — Ella Croteau. (Zakariasen) Drumbeller 
1940-41 — Gladys Jackson Calgary 
1941-42 — Mabel Humphries Calgary 
1942-43 — Margaret Mackie Calgary 
1943 Sept-Now. — Eva Ells (Hansen) Morein 
1943. (Nov.)-44 — Ruby Selberg. (Zakatiasen) Standard 
1044-46 — Ruth Grass Zakariasen) Hand Hills 
1946-47 — Iva Millard (Naegeli) Drumheller 
1947-49 — Ruby Salberg, (Zakatiasen) Standard 


1 purchased Blair School in 1955 and tured i into a garage and 
workshop. 

Since the western portion of Blair was included in the “Memories 
‘of Verdant Valley, Cassell Hill, Livingston, and Rainbow," In order 0 


avoid repetition, only the Eastern portion of Blairs appearing in the 
“Hand Hills Heritage” 





‘This eastern section of Blair has been orgenized for the Hand Hills 
Book Committee by Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Howaed, and they proudly 
present “your” stories to enhance the living legend that was “Bla” 

‘The name “Blair” is there where the Blair Hill meets the sky. ‘The 
deeds of kindness, the acts of courage of Jeannie and Bill Blair are en- 
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shrined in the hearts of all who Knew them, and were privileged to be 
talled by them “Iiend.” 


IN further evidence is needed of the lives of two pioneers of the high: 
lands of Alberta it is the living memorial planted by them, nurtured under 
their care and niow stands — a lovely grove of tres, 





It is sold, “Great is he who plants a tree under the shade of which 
hhe ean never hope 0 si." The grove of trees that stnds as a living 
memorial to Jeannie ond Bill Blair reminds us of the above saying. 

AAs one watches the nesting birds dart back and forth, and sees the 
grouse walking in and out of the hedges and grass, and hears the twilight 
winds sigh, one can realize the name "Blaw Heri.” 
fay Miss Esruen A, (Nawc¥) Ctareios, Roseoats, Ataunra, Manca, 1968, 
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‘THE BLAIRS OF BLAW EERIE 


sy Euzasert Buam Ciarpion 





‘Me. and Mrs. Bll Bair 


‘The Blair Homestead was situated on the East half of Section 12, 
Township 29, Range 17, West of the 4th Meridian, on the second highest 
hill in the Hand Hil,” approximately thirty-five hundred feet above sea 
level. As the wind blew a great desl, and it was rather a lonely country, 
the farm was christened “Blaw Ferie™ by my Mother, Mrs. Jane (Jeannie) 
Blaic, who actually never quite got over being homesick for her native 
Scotland. (For the uninitiated, "blaw’ is the Scottish word for blow, and 
T believe there is also 2 place called Blaw Kerie in Scotland). 











My Father, William John Blair, homesteaded in the Hand Hills in 
1908, He filed on the NE. 1 in the fall, sitting, with others, all one 
chilly night on the steps of the Dominion Land Office, Calgary, in otder 
to be one of the first in line when It opened in the morning. For « fee 
of ten dollars he was given the SE. 1 8 a pre-emption by Receipt No. 
16496, dated December T8¢h, 1908. 


‘The Town of Gleichen was the nenrest source of supply at that tim 
from which all lumber and farming equipment had to be hauled, © 
distance of seventy-five miles, The tip took two long days each way, 
find the Red Deer River had to be forded at Dorothy, 








With no exporionce whatever in farming, Father bought a wagon 
and a team of black horses — Bill and Bess, rather spirited animals, 
which led to some exciting escapades later on, He also bad a small saddle 
pony called Billy that he hed brought from Lille: Billy was his method 
of transportation between Lill, high in the mountains, where they lived, 
to the town of Frank, Albert, in the valley. Don't know the mileage, but 
the only road was the railroad, and T recall my mother saying there were 
36 trestle bridges to be crossed, How these two, man and horse, navigated 


these bridges especially after “a night on the town” was something of 
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fa marvel, When it came time to erost the river at Dorothy, Billy was 
Tame, and the water was very high, so father decided to leave him there 
for awhile end pick him up late However, when he returned Billy had 
Aisappenred. No doubt someone had decided they needed a good cow pony 


Father was bom on Novembor 27, 1868 in Barracks, at Chatham, 
Kent, England; his father, an Irishman, being a Sergeant-Major in the 
Royal Tnniskilling Fusiliers, was stationed there at the time. He liked to 
tention the faet thet “he had been born a Sergeant-Major.” While still 
1 baby the family returned to Ireland. At the age of eighteen he moved 
fo Scotland, and remained there for shx years 





Mother, whose maiden name was Jane Moore Adair, was born on. 
Februsry 20th, 1872 at Airdre, Scotland; the youngest in a family of 
fourteen, seven boys and seven gies, Where and how mother end father 
met is not Known but they were martied on January 12th, 1893 in 
Glasgow, Scotland. Apparently depressions were prevalent in those days 
too, and, work being non-existent in the city, father joined the Navy. 
where he remained for ten or eleven years, being in many ports of the 
World. during that time, seeing service during the Boxer Rebellion and 
Boer War; and "standing by” during the Spanish-American War, Prom 
bis ship the ELMS, “Immortalite’ he was eye witness to one of the great 
‘Tragedies of the Sea — the grim and horrifying sinking of HLMS. 
“Victoria” "This oecurred when extensive manoeuvres were being. per 
formed by the Mediterranean Fleet in June 1893. Due to an error in 
judgment the Command issued an order for the HLM, “Camperdown” 
to make e turn where there was not sufficient room, thereby ramming 
the “Vietoria” and cutting her in two. Three hundred and fifty nine sea- 
men lost their live, including the Commander. An olficer named Jellicoe 
was saved —- Commander Jellicoe who lived to lead the Royal Navy 
tory at Jutland, 

















Upon leaving the Navy in 1904, father sailed for Canada “the land 
of mill and honey,” and worked fora time around the mines in the Crows 
Nest Pess. He had been a Boller Maker Mechanic in the Navy, and, by 
studying at night, obtained hi Fist Class Certificate in steam engineer 
ing, He Was employed as Master Mechanie at the mine in Lille che village 
mentioned above, when he decided to become independent, by going 
farming, 





“The lest summer in the Hand Hills Father batched, and lived in. & 
tent. He said he became quite expert at making flap jacks (pan cakes), 
find washed up the dishes once a week, A barn was built fram sod, into 
the side of « hill, the hill forming one wall, However, come winter, the 
poor horses hed to spend it outside in the shelter of @ hay stack, as the 
arn was occupied by the Blairs. A house was in che process of being 
built, some of the neighbors helping, being Charlie White, Henry Smith, 
‘Alex’ Nicol — from Verdant Valley, and I don’t know who else, Mother 
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warmed the nails in @ tin pail on the stove, and carried them to the men, 
0 the nails wouldn't freeze to their fingers. 


"The first large erop sown by father in 1911 was just ready to harvest 
when a hail storm wiped everything out, not only cutting down the grain, 
but leaving the fields looking as though they bad just been plowed. I'm 
sure it must have been the worst hall storm ever experienced in the Hills 
‘This was, indeed, e very severe blow as there was no hall insurance, and 
father had gone deeply into debt to finance operations. 








Money was extremely scarce in the early days. Father worked at 
Gieichen for several years during the winter to “make ends meet”. While 
back at the farm, one winter all there was to eat was “tates and creesh” 
(potatoes and fat), and an occasional pall of milk brought over by our 
food neighbors Chess Day or Medlister-Thomson. T believe, a few of 
fur neighbors at times, subsist on ground squirrel and edible fungus 
(gophers and pull balls), Father had a beautiful St. Bernard dog, named 
Bruce, but just coulda’ afford to feed him, s0 took him 10 Gleichen 
and was able to sell him for $50.00, 











Father had the second threshing outfit ever to appear in the Hills, 
‘and Tm sure the largest ever there. Tt was a forty horsepower Reeves 
Compound Steamer, with a large separator. It also pulled twelve fourteen 
inch plows. He did custom threshing for miles around, and considerabl 
breaking of new land, ‘This engine was the first model made with both a 
straw and coal burner, and was patented in 911, Father purchased it 
tarly spring of 1912 direct from the company in Ontario, took delivery 
Of # at harvest time 1912, off the train at Mansons threshed around Mun- 
Son, through to the Hand Hills and on to Dorothy, finishing up the last 
Job on New Year's Eve. In the old days of stook threshing it required a 
Grew of twenty-four men to keep this outfit operating. During inclement 
tweether, when not able to thresh, the maintenance crew of four or five 
yen were always brought home to be fed and looked after. In the years 
‘when there was a lot of rain this engine invariably got stuck in the low 
pots, and it was a major project to get it “unstuck” Father finally dis- 
posed of it, and purchased a smaller ouslit The old engine in 1989 found 
fis way into a junk yard, and the metal from it was used for making 
bullets for the Second World War. 











Bloir School District No, 2521, named in honour of my Father, was 
ablished ‘on August 0th, 1911, The School was builtin 1912. The first 
teacher was a Miss Wigmore, whose brother had a farm a few miles east 
of our place, She remained for a very short time only. In fact for a tong 
fime there was quite a variety of teachers, for short terms,’ Mr. O. B. 
Richardson was the first chairman of the Board, and Tommy Smith the 
Seeretary-Treasurer, Father was the chairman in 1933, 1996 and 1938. 
‘The school bullding was sold in July 1955, and the land in January 1956. 



































"The distit was included in. the Drumheller Division No. 30 in September 
1938, then became the Starland Division on January 1, 1965, 









Lawsonburg Post Office was opened on June 1, 1909 and was 
located on the SE. % of Section 15, Township 29, Range IT, Me. ‘Tom 
MeKee being the first Post Master, but only for three weeks. He appar 
ently disagreed with the Hand Hills oF they with him snd he departed, 
never to return, (This farm was then taken over by Mr. Henry Smith) 
‘The Post Oifice was named for the Lawsons, and Mrs. Lilly (Doctor) 
Lawson was then Post Mistress from August 16, 1900 to 1911, W. HL. E. 
Whiting, located east and south of our place, was Postmaster from August 
21, IIT to December 6, 1914. My Mother, Jane Blair, was Post Mistress 
Irom February 19, 1915 t0 July 24, 1917, and for this pasition she re 
ceived the magnifieet salary of twenty-five dollars per year. After that, 
the post office was on the Newman Place for quite a few years, and was 
permanently closed on May 21, 1929. I might just mention here that Father 
aid the original intention of Dr. Lawson, Tom MeKee and himself had 
been to start @ town at that particular spot, as they had been informed 
thatthe railway was going through there 








Mother was one of the frst, actually 1 think the first, cook ia the 
Drumheller Hospital when it opened in 1900, and was also there for 
periods during 1921 and 1922. 


Although not officially @ “stopping house" the Blaie residence pro 
vided overnight accommodation for many people travelling through the 
fountry, and countless free meals were served. There always seemed 10 
the people in for Sunday dinner, perticularly the neighborhood bachelors. 


Mother was a very good practical nurse, and was always reedy’ with 
first aid and medicine for ills and accidents. On one cceasion she delivered 
4 baby unaided; the ltd girl was named “Jean” in her honor. Mother 
and. Father were both very kind-hearted, generous people. For years i 
scomed that almost every time father went to town he returned with a 
stray dog or a man that “was down on his luck,” — figured they could 
help around the place. ‘The dogs usually were okay, sometimes the men 
turned out allright and sometimes not 





In the spring of I911 (think) one thousand trees, four different 
varieties were obtained through the Government, all of which wore 
planted by Mother. (Several thousand more were planted later). One day 
While very absorbed in this task she heard a commotion. Dashing to the 
house to fnvestigate, she found that our one calf (kept in the yard to 
separate it from the cow, and tethered with a long chain) hed walled into 
the house, walked around the stove and out again, pulling the legs from 
under the seid stove. There was a large pot of soup simmering on the 
stove, and everything war one jolly mess — stove, soup, pipes and soot 
all over the floor. 
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{It was also from this tree planting episode that Mother caught a chill, 
then peritonitis, and was very ill all summer, requiving the care of @ 
permanent nurse, a Miss Hector from Creigmyle, And of course, the at 
Tending doctor was our neighbor across the road, Dr. Lawson. 


In the carly days prairie fires were often a menace, and everyone 
plowed fireguards around their place, particularly around the buildings, as 
Tiform of protection. Sometimes the smoke from these fies was so dense 
‘isibiliy wes nil. Many ranchers lost valuable hay and pasture es @ result 
of praite fires. 


In December 1912 Townships 29 and 30, Ranges 13, 14, 15 and 16 
were established as the Rural Municipality of Hand Hills No, 275, but 
Was disorganized December 31, 1937 when it became part of the Special 
Jreas, Municipal District of Michicht No. 277 was set up on May 21, 
STB, from 1913 to 1917 it had been known as Local Improvement District 
No. 277, Father was on the Counell from 1982 t0 1942, and was Reeve 
Guring the years 1933 to 1957, the years known as “The Dirty “Thirties.” 
T'ltave been told by an old friend that sometimes the grocery hampers, 
making their way into some of the homes of those on relief, were from 
the Reeve's own pocket, — the coffers of the Municipality also being 
somewhat depleted in those days 








Father was Worshipful Master of Hand ills Loyal Orange Lodae 
No, 2728, Delia, in 1919-1920, T believe he was the one to organize this 
fodge in 1918 bat there was not sufficient interest 1o keep it, going for 
Tong, He then became a member of Tobermore LO.L. No. 2344, Drum: 
Ihellee. He was alvo a Black Knight, heving all the degrees in Grand Black 
‘Chapter Belish America RID. 1917-1022. He was a member of Hand Hil 
Lodge No. 98 AF, & AM, Delia 





Mother was e member of the Eastern Star, Ruth Chapter No 55, in 
Drumheller, for ¢ time, and was one of dhe founders of the Women’s 
Missionary Society in the Hand Hills. They were both members of the 
United Church, Drumheller 


‘They had been married over fiy-nine years when Mother, aged 
eighty, passed away in the Drumheller Hospital, after a lengthy illness, on 
May &ih (Mother's Day) 1952. Father remarried when he was eighty 
five, the former Mrs. Elizabeth Cartledge of Rosedale and Calgary. He 
continued hale and hearty until sbout a week before his death, on April 
Toth, 1960 (his granddaughters birthday, Incidentally) at the age of 
ninely-one and a half. When he was cighty-three be had the pleasure of 
scoring his grand-daughter, Audrey Jean Clappison, down the aisle of 
Knox United Church on her wedding day. This aisle is the longest church 
aisle In Calgary. 
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There are many stories, both tragic and 
hhumorous that could have been told by my 
folks about the ploneer days, but unfortunately 
T do not know them well enough 10 record 
haere, T can, however, tell one little story on 
mysell, When Twas about 10 years old, T 
imagine, mother had a flock of ducks, some 
white, some grey, some black and white, and 
0 on. They had thelr own litle coop, with @ 
large basin sunk in the ground in front of I 
for their water supply, and it was my chore 
every might to see that they were all safely 
tucked in for the night, with the door shut 
One night I was « bit late doing my chore, 
and it was getting a little dark. However, 
everyone seemed 10 be in bed with the excep” 
tion of one black and white fellow having a 
drink, and he was being stubborn about going 
into the coop. When T insisted, I received a 
good shower in the face, in fact all over me, 
but too late to realize the creature was not a 
duck. T started to seream of course, and father 
fame tearing out of the house, asking, "What's 
the matter, gel?” T replied, “That beast threw 
something st me." Father - “My Gad, did 
it ever!” Needless to say, I was Illy right in bed, for two days. Mother 
sprayed the contents of several bottles of cologne around to counteract the 
‘odor, without much succes. She washed my clothes countless times but 
finally had to give up and burn them. Thus T had my first introduction 
to that prety litle animal — the skunk! 

In 1925 oF 1926 George Telling came out from England and made 
his home with the Blairs for many years. George married Lucile Henley, 
‘nurse from Edmonton, in 194. Lucile tells an amusing litle story that 
hhappened in September that year, when they were honeymooning on the 
farm. One exceptionally wet night they were awakened about midnight 
by @ neighbor who was running around the house calling, “Mrs, Blair, 
Mrs, Blair!” It scoms his wife was about to have e visit from the stork. 
Lucile and Mother got up and went home with him, and, in a short time 
the new member of the family was ushered into the world. On the return 
trip it was still raining heavily, the roads were very bad; and the neighbor's 
car in bad shape, too; 50, aftr struggling along fora short distance mother 
said, “Let us out, well walk.” Out they got, removed their shoes and 
walked, T would judge about two miles, up the Blair Hill at that. 

Lucile says she can always remember Mother setting out every pam, 
pail, tub, barrel or whatever she could lay her hands on to collect rain 
water, so that she could wash clothes the following day. (Water was 
always a searce commodity at Blaw Eerie.) However, Father got up bright 
and early the next morning, and brought all the cows and horses in for 
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a drink, Guess he didn’t know It was “wash day,” but no doubt he soon 


found out. 









Survivors in the Blair family are myself, (the writer), one grand: 
daughter —~ Mrs, Jobn A. (Audrey Joan) Peterson, Iricana, and two great 
fgandchildzen, Brian Jobn and Linds Jean Peterson 





in" lapplsan, granddaughter, Ms. John 
Re'tacdiey) Felecton, and grect randon 
‘iin ohn Peterson 





THE ARVID ANDERSON STORY 
‘ay Munoieo (AxERsow) Kine 

‘The Arvid Anderson's came to the Hand Hills district May 28, 1917 
from Sibbald, Alberta, where they had homesteaded. They setiled on 
seetion of land bought from Mr. A. Stoner. On the south of our land was 
the Reed Ranch, on the west was Rolly Glastr, 10 the north of us Tommy 
Somime and Billy Watson and joining us on’ the east was Billy Smith. 
‘These men were all bachelors, There Were no married families living very 
close tous. 








‘The folks shipped our furnishings and stock by railway from Sibbald, 
to Delia, When we arrived at the station our neighbors, Billy Watson 
fand Tommy Somme, were there to help us unloed our effects from the 
train, When everything was loaded on wagons, we started our journey 
to our new home in the Hand Hills, which was seventeen miles nearly 
Straight south of Delia. ‘The men took the wagons and drove the stock. 
‘Our mother and we four children followed with the democrat and team. 











Mother was nervous of driving and she certainly didn't like going 
up and down the hills on the praieie tralls. AIT went well and we finally 
fot to the top of Tommy Somme's hill, overlooking our future home. 

‘There stood a litle sod shack which looked so lonely and deserted 
Father said, “There itis!” and T saw a few tears tickle down mother’s 
cheeks, When we got there, of course, we children sere quite excited — 
but I know mother had a let down feeling as we entered this shabby, dirty, 
Tittle old shack, Homever, she cleaned it up enough that we could sleep 
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night, The next day it was thoroughly cleaned end we 


As soon as father got the crop in, he dug a cellar and bullt a new 
hhouse, It wasn’t very large but it was “home,” and we were comfortable 
in it. We cherished many Jond memories of this home, 





‘An incident I parieularly remember of our sod home happened one 
day when my sister, Tda, who was three years old at that time, climbed 
‘on the roof of the hoase. She lost her balance and fell down hetween the 
ods and the frame part of the house. Our beother Carl was playing with 
hher, so he ran and told mother, Needless to say, that caused some excite- 
ment! Mother was there slone, but she hurriedly pulled the sods away 
fond got Ida out. Other than being covered with dirt from head to foot, 
fortunately, she didn't suffer any il effects 





Our first day at Blair school, which was dheee and a half miles north 
of our place, wasn't a very happy day for my sister Selma and me. We 
started off with lunch pails and books, following a prairie trail up and 
down hills. As we trudged along we became frightened, as we thought we 
were lost. Our only instruction from home was to ‘stay on the main road.’ 





We weren't very old, Selma was six and I was eight yours old. By 
the time we came within sight of the school we were bot in tears. AS 
wwe got nearer to the school, our ansities were relieved, when a bigger 
girl came to meet us. She took hold of our hands, and walked with us 
0 we didn't have 10 go into the school all alone. This helped us a lot 
‘The girl who befriended us was Alice Bell. She became our friend thet 
day, and has heen a cose friend ever since, 


Although the Blair School has been moved from the original piace of 
land i was on, it brings back many fond memories. It is pleasant to reall 
the different teachers we hed while attending school there, and to think 
of the many children who attended. Children came from miles away — 
some as far away as the Horse Track. The way of transportation wasn't 
Tike it is today. We walked, rode horseback, came in buggies and sleighs. 






In the winter time when we got to school we were really cold, and 
the school was just like ie. The water pail would be frozen and our ink 
wels also, and we often ate frozen lunches. 


We always looked forward to the different social events of the year 
First was the school Hallowe'en party, Everyone came, parents and 
children, dressed up for the aceasion, and the question was: “Who was 


‘who? We played games, and ducked for apples, ete. end to end the party 
wwe had lunch, 











‘The highlight of the school year was the annual Christmas concert. 
We practiced dialogues, drill, songs, carols and special recitations for 
weeks, before getting ready for the big night, How excited we all ere! 
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“To be sure everyone was dressed in his best, with hair combed just s, 
and the girls with a prety ribbon in their har. 





ich and everyone did his part, and alter that, the treats were given 
cut. The old wash boiler was put on the stove and filled with water, and 
ft pound of coffee added; and after the concert we alvvays had funch. The 
ladies of the district brought sandwiches and lots of good home made cakes. 
Everyone sat around and had a good visit while they enjoyed their Lunch, 
‘Then we bundled up and went home. 





At the end of the school term we always had a picnic. All the 
parents came and took part in the days activities — we had ball games 
fd all kinds of races — for young end old alike 





‘There was always a big cream can of lemonade, and the day ended 
with a lunch the mothers had prepared, After lunch and a visit, everyone 
Aleparted their diferent ways, to go home, and do the evening chores, 


Tn the summer time church and Sunday School was held at Blair 
School, A student minister conducted the services and Mrs. Richardson 
‘was the superintendent for Sunday School. Sometimes during the fall and 
‘winter, Me, and Mrs, Herron, who lived east of us, and who had a large 
house, held Sunday School mn their home, 





1 also remember of going to Sunday School at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hunley, who lived on the Horse Track, ‘That was the only chance 
we had of hearing the Bible stories, 


In the fall of 1918 the “flu” epidemic struck, No one knew what 
it was, or how (0 doctor for it, Jean Richardson and T were the first swo 
At school to come down with it. My father went t0 Delia one day, and 
‘when he returned home he seld soveral people In there were sick with 
tomething 


| was recovering, when my mother took sick. In a few days my father 
and the rest of the family were down with the flu. That left no one to 
ao chores. Rolly Glaster came and did chores once « day — until he was 
stricken, and then Billy Smith did them. After a few days father was able 
tobe out again, 





One afternoon Tommy Somme came down to our place and stayed 
for supper. He mentioned he didn’t feel very well, so father suggested he 
should stay over night. The next morning he was very slek with the “fu.” 
‘Mother nursed him undil she played out. ‘Then Mrs. Smyrl and Mrs. Andes 
fame and relieved her. Tommy was sick in bed for # whole month. Finally 
hie started to show improvement and was able wo return to his own home. 








‘There was only one doctor in Delie, and he was a very busy man — 
going night and day. Some folk who had no one to look after them, were 
feken in to Delia, and the school and church were converted Into hospital. 
Many people passed away that fall 
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‘Que Christmas’ weren't like they are today, but Tm sure we had 
just as much fun as the children do now. We were happy with any litle | 
gift We didn't have « Christmas tree, 0 we always hung our stockings 

fver the back of an old rocking chair, and they were never missed, T | 
fan remember one year mother told us to find our old dolls (as they | 
needed repairing) and leave them on the rocking chair. In the morning 
four dolls were all fixed up and dressed in new clothes, and in our stock 
Ings. We really thought Mrs, Santa was a good sewer. 





t ‘The folks didn’t have much money to spend on ws — but they always 
| made a memorable Christmas. Mother cooked « nice Christmas dinner 
i of roast chicken and all the trimmings, and they invited the bachelor | 
neighbors. We pleyed games and had a sing song around the piano. Billy 
| ‘Watson loved 10 sing, his favorite song being “I'l Take You Home Agein 
\ Kathleen.” 


‘There was no mail delivery those days. We got our mail at Lawson 
thang post office then later, at Rainbow post office and finally we changed 
| to Dalia. No ono went to town very often, as it was an all day tip with 
horses. Any one who went to town got the mail and supply of groceries 
for the neighbors who lived nearby. In the winter time they leit before 
deylight and got back long after dark. Robes end foot warmers were used 
to keep themselves warm, 


‘As children, we didn't get to town very often. A big day was the 

first of July Sports Day in Delia, We got up bright and early to help 

do the chores. Mother prepared a big pienic lunch; the horses were hitched 

to the democrat; then we al climbed in and started our journey. The other \ 
nelghbor ladies made lunch, als and we all met and pooled the lunches 

— most always the Richardson's, McFadden’s and Anderson's ate to- 

gether — It seemed each lady made her specialty. Mrs, Richardson always 

Trought a big brown bean pot of homemade baked beans, and. they 

surely were good! After dinner we were given our spending money for | 

the day (ton or fifteen cents) and away we went on a splurge. The day 

always came to an end far too soon. So, as evening approached we loaded 

‘up and started for home, tired, but each one had a good time, 
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Another eventful day was the Hand Hills Lake Stampede, which we 
‘always attended, Our father had two race horses, (Pet and Colonel) 
that we took with us, Such excitement when the races started! Everyone 
rooting for his own horse, or the one he was interested in. One race 1 
remember in particular, was the ladies horse race. 

Father entered Pet in this race, and Flsie (Lenfesty) Martin rode 
her. As the horses were racing around the teeck, Pe's saddle turned. Elsie 
somehow managed to stay on and climbed around on Pet's back, and 
fame in first in the race, Everyone was so. thankful there wasn't an 
accident 


Elmer Flett always rode Pet and Colonel in the Roman Race. This 
was a thrilling race! 





We experienced some terrible blizzards in the winter time, Once T 
recall a blizzard eame up quickly while we were in school. The teacher 
twas afraid (o let us start home across the pratie, so she took us all to the 
home of Me. and Mrs. Richardson for the night. They lived closer to the 
school than anyone else, We thought his was a real outing 





T’m sure it must have been an anxious night for our parents, although 
it had been arranged that if e blinding blizard ever came up, that’s what 
wwe were to do 


‘Mrs. Richardson prepared a hot supper, then made up beds for every- 
fone and we all had good night's rest. The next morning Mrs. Richardson 
{got up and made a big batch of baking powder biscuits, (which were 
Aelicious) fried pork, and milk gravy for breakfast. The storm subsided 
in the forenoon s0 we were able to return to our homes 


‘Another sime our father and Jack Ross, a neighbor, who lived on 
Billy Watson's place, went to Willow Creek for coal. In those days the 
farmers dug their own coal. ‘They got up real early and started off with 
‘sleigh and four horse team. This particular morning, when they left i 
twas nice out, but in the afterncon a ground bllzaard developed and filled 
fn the roads, and it also became very foggy. When tt got dark they 
fealized they were lott, so they stopped travelling, in case they would 
drop over « cutzbank and really get into dificultes, All night the men 
walked around the sleigh and horses to keep warm, When daylight broke 
through, they got thelr bearings and headed for home. They were very 
tired and hungry when they arrived, but none the worse for their ex- 
perience. 

Necaless to 
Ross 

Another annual event was the spring trip to the creck at the east 
‘end of Fish Lake. We packed a lunch and the whole family drove with 
the horses and democrat to the creck for a day of fishing. People came 
from far and near to fish, They fished with everything imaginable, using. 
pitehforks, homemade nets and real nets. I can remember one man, who 
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yy that was a long, anslous night for Mother and Mrs. 






































wasn’t having very good luck fishing. He hurriedly took off his trousers, 
tied the legs with string and fastened a stick to the top of his pants, and 
away he went, He was fishing with his underwear on. I don't know who 
hae was, but we had a good laugh over It. "Thero was only suckers in the 
Take, but they tasted good, fresh fish fried in lots of butter! It was the 
only fish we ever got 

My folks always milked cows, and mother made butter and sold It 
to buy groceries, She also made bread and sold it to the bachelor neighbors 

My father helped put up hay on the Reed Ranch, and this way 
Ihe made a lite extra money. 

In the winter Tommy Somme and Billy Waison fed several hundred 
heed of cattle from the ranch, on their place. They hauled hay through 
all kinds of weather for the esttle, Tommy Somme hed one of the best 
springs in the country on his place, The pute clear water came out of 
rocks. This spring was directly back of his house. Tommy piped his water 
Into @ trough, and there was an endless supply of water, which was an 
deal feedlot for cate 

My folks moved to Rocky Mountain House in 1936, Their herd of 
cattle had increased, and due to the scarcity of feed, they hed to move. 











Mother had poor heelth and the doctor thought it best if they moved 
to-a country with « lower altude, so in 1045 they moved o Westbrdge, 
British Colimbia. My brother Carl went with them. ‘That fall he moved 
‘on a place of his own, and married Florence Bailey from Rocky Mountain, 
House (Florence is a niece of Ed and Jim Bailey who used to live on 
the Horse Track). Carl and Florence se still ranching at Westridge, 
and they have a girl and a boy. 

Ta who is Car's twin sister, is married and has two girs and a boy. 
Her husband, Merius Fosen, buys grain at Forestbueg, Alberta 

Selma is married and has a gitl end a boy. She lives in Prince Rupert, 


British Columbia and hee husband, Jim Scambler works at the grain 
terminals 





I married Karl King. We have two boys and two gies. We live in 
Red Deer, Alberta, where Kerl works at the Deethome Institution. 
Father — Arvid 'T. Anderson ~ deceased! — passed away January 28, 
1958 at the age of seventy-nine years. 
Mother — Essie Anderson ~ deceased — passed away May 6, 1959 
at the age of seventy-two years. They are buried in the Grand Fork, 
Baitsh Columbia cemetery 


| might mention our neighbors Tommy Somme end Billy Watson are 
also deceased. 

Tommy Somme, in later years, moved to Smith, Alberta. It was 
believed he passed away suddenly wlth a heart attack. He was found 
in his house by a neighbor about the year 1934 or 1905. 
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Billy Watson passed sway in the winter of 1033 in the Drumheller 


Hespital 

“Two or three years ago we took a drive to the Hand Hills, and on 
down to the east end of Fish Lake, We marvelled at the new, modern 
fhomes on the ferms, and the Improvement in the roads. 

We were also pleased to see the nice government camp ground at 
the east end of Fish Lake, There have been many changes over the years 


‘The Arvid Anderson farm is now owned by Mr. Harvey Zakaraisen. 








Omer Richardin, Anhur Rowe, Arvid Anderson, Tommy Somme, Dick Ball, 
RRL well Boray Rchordson, 1928 1 Mr 
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William Walter Smith came West from Ontario and homesteaded in 
the Hand Hills in 1908 on the South half of Section 1, Township 29, 
Range 17. He built a sod house the fest year, and worked off and on in 
Bassano for a while before building « frame dwelling in 1912. His father, 
Henry George Smith, came West in 1909, and homesteaded on the land 
abandoned by Tom MeKee, across the roed from the Blair Farm, to the 
North. Mr. Smith Se. hed his first Christmas dinner in the West with 
the Blais, 


Mr. Henry George Smith was born May 3, 1845 in Middle Barton, 
Oxford County, England, and came to Canada when eleven years old, 
to neer Guelph, Ontario, Mrs. Smith, the former Margaret Isobel Ednon- 
stone, was bor In Medford, Ontario, Me, and Mrs. Smith were married 
in Sault Ste, Marie, Ontario’ in 1883, 


In the summer of 1910 Mr, Henry Smith journeyed to Gleichen with 
team and seagon, to meet Mrs. Smith and daughters — Verna and Bella, 
who had just arrived from the East. Two sons, Jim and Ross, remained 
bbchind in Ontario. At the end of the first day's journey, stopping at 
Lawson's Stopping House, (no relation to Dr. Lawson) between Gleichen, 
and Dorothy, the party met up with a young lady named Maggie Steven 
son. Maggie had just accepted a position as school teacher at Lilli 
School, north of Creigmyle, and had journeyed from. Midnapore to 

lelchen via train, Her brother in Gleichen had purchased a siddle horse 
for her. When she took possession of her horse, the manager of the Livery 
Stable donated a stray dog as a travelling companion, 30 the three had set 
off on their adventure. Never having ridden a horse before, by the end 
of the first day Maggie was very stil, and ached in every muscle. It was 
arranged that she continue her journey in company with the Smith family. 
When the Smith girls offered to ride Fred, the horse, and let Maggie 
fide in the wagon she was quick to accept thei offer. AS she herself says 
“Verna rode the horse and I rode the feather bed.” The Smith wagon wes 
piled high with furniture and supplies, the topmost item being lovely 
Feather bed. Maggie spent the following night at the Smith place, and 
the next morning continued on to her school, with Fred and the dog 
Maggie later became Mis. John Carter of Delia 

















Mr. Henry Smith was very hard working man, walking to and 
from his son’s place every day to work on his own farm, distance. of 
lover two miles; and was always doing jobs for the neighbors — digging 
wels, fencing, carpenter work, ete. He wore a long white beard which 
Quite intrigued me, and always reminded me of Santa Claus, Pethaps I 
should mention that the Smith Family all lived on Billy Smith’s place, 
1s there was no house on the Senior Smith farm 

In 1913 Bella Smith went to Edmonton to work, where she met and 
married a Mr. Stanley Mills They later moved to Seattle, Washington, 
and are now living in Spokane. 

In the “good old days” in the Hand Hills very heavy fogs often 
rolled in suddenly, and it was quite easy to get lost, Sometimes. this 
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happened even if you were on horseback or driving team, although 
tswally If given “thelr heads” the horses would eventually find thelr way 
hhome. Verna tells of one such incident when Bella walked over to C! 
Day's one evening to get some milk, and on the way home « dense fog 
fppeared: Bella became lost, but fortunately bumped into « haystack, 
hire she spent the night, She arrived home in the morning none the 
Tworte for her experience, but had been a very frightened litle girl for 
‘hile 

Verna Smith married Clyde Pullar in April 1916, and they lived 
for a litle over two years in Delia, before moving to the old Dr. Lawson 
Place in the Hand Hills. They lived there for « few years, and again 
moved back to Deli, where Clyde had a tinsmith and plumbing business 
hae also did electrical work, and later on had the Chevrolet Garage there. 

Previous to this time Clyde Pullar had homesteaded in the Hand Hills 
across the rond from Les Flet, and was very well known as a baseball 
tnd hockey player. 

In the meantime Billy Smith had met Hazel Parrott, who was from 
Seskatoon, when she was visting her brother Percy at his ranch in the 
Hill. ‘They were married in Saskatoon in 1919, A few years later they 
moved 10 a farm northeast of Delia, In 1930 they moved to the Peace 
River country where they still rede, now in the city of Dawson Greek 
‘They have three daughters and eight grandchildren. 

Billy Smith trans sulky horses and drives them at various horse shows 
held in Calgary, Edmonton and other places 

In 1930 Mr. and Mrs, Henry Smith retired and went back to Guelph, 
‘Ontario, where they have since passed away. Mi. Smith was within a very 
Few days of belng 100 years old when he ded 








‘Clyde Pullar was farming the old Arvid Anderson place in the His, 
and commuting back end forth to Delia, when he took sick and died in 
the Drumheller Hospital in June 1938. Mrs. Pullar and family moved to 
‘Calgary in 1941. The Pullars hed one daughter, Wilda, and three sons 
A Seewart, Jim and Harry. Daring the Second World War Stewart joined 
the Air Force, and when on his way home on leave, in December 1944, 
his plane wes reported mising over French Morocco, No trace of the 
plane or survivors was ever found. A lake eighty-five miles northeast of 
Fdmonton has been named “Pullar Lake” in honour of Stewart. im and 
Horry are in business in the city of Calgary, and Wilds—Mrs, Bushfild, 
now a widow, resides in New Westminster There are seven Pullar grand- 
children 





On December 1, 1948 Mrs, Verna Pullar was invited by the Govern- 
ment to attend an Investiture held at Government House, Oxtawa, when 
‘he was prevented with the Distinguished Flying Cross on behalf of the 
late ‘Fight Lieutenant W. Stewart Pullar, The presentation was made 
by His Excelleney the Governor General, Viscount Alexander of Tunis. 
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Again, on June 29th, 1959 Mrs. Pallar was invited to Ottawa to 
attend a reception held in the Officers’ Mess, R.C.AF. Station Rockelife, 
to witness the Commonwealth Air Forces Memorial Unveiling Ceremony. 
Just before the reception Mrs, Pullar was presented to Queen Elizabeth 
‘and Prince Phillip on the grounds at Government Hous. 





N Smith, Bob Beck, Clyde PullarBranding 
HARVEY EMANN 















Farming had its beginning for me in 1952, when a half-section was 
leased from W. J. Blair. Later, in 1955, it was bought as well as another 
half section from my parents, Mr. and Mrs, O. Emann, In 1956 the house 
was moved in, Other buildings took their place, and thus, our farming 
days began, 











Betty and I were married in 1956, shortly before the house was moved 
We had to build an addition onto the house, to provide basement, stir 
way, porch and washroom, We hed the land ready to plent a shelter belt 
the following spring 


Electricity was made available to us in the fall of 1957 — and what 
1 welcome it received! 


Farming continued for several years, each year we waited with 
anticipation what the year would bring. Today the farm is elone — it has 
been leased —a short ten years of operations concluded 


Now, with our family of two girls and one boy, we are living in 
Drumheller. 


THE HARRY NIMMO STORY 


Mr, Henry (Hazy) Nimmo wat a pioneer and en original setler 
of the Blair School Distric.. He came to Canada in. 1906 Irom Wishaw, 
Scotland, a few miles south of Glasgow on the River Clyde. He first arrived 
in Calgary, where he soon obtained employment, 





In 1007 he secured work with Mr. James Russell, « horse rancher 
living west of Drumheller, at Nacmine. Mr. Russell owned. good cattle 
too, but was very proud of his fine Clydesdale horses imported Irom Scot 
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land, No doubt Mr. Russell was appreciative of « capable herdsman such 
as Mr. Nimmo. 


Finally, in 1910 when the homestead rush was on in this area, Harry 
decided to fle on lend in the Hand Hills, He setled on the NYj-22-29-17, 
fand built. a two roomed shack and a barn. His sister Nan joined him, 
rnd Kept house for him for several years until her marsiage in the early 
"eens" to Mr. Ernie Dodd, an original homesteader of Rainbow. 


Mr. Nimmo farmed with horses until 1945, when he began tractor 
farming. He kept a herd of cattle, pigs, and milk cows. He was a very 
hhard worker, shrewd, and a steady operator. He continued on with farm 
‘operations despite many adverse conditions such as drought, hail, gra 
hoppers, frost, etcetera. He had many friends. He was to many a “dour 
Scotsman, but to his clore friends he could enjoy a good joke. He never 
Tost his “brouge.” At one time he owned an old phonograph and a few 
records, mostly Scottish songs of Bonnie Scotland end sung by Harry 
Lauder. How he did enjoy them! 














Everyone considered Mr. Nimmo a confirmed bachelor, but he sur 
prised the district one day when he bought « team and buggy and began 
Courting the new school “Marm,” Miss Carey Robinson, Miss Robinson, 
fa native of Diligent River, Nova Scotia, taught at Blair School for some 
time. She was an excellent teacher, one of the best. She boarded at Mrs 
Richardson's. [t was in about 1918 that they were marzied, and setdled 
fon the homestead, where they ralsed ¢ large family and lived out their 
lives 








Mrs, Nimmo loved to talk of her birth place, describing the beauty 
‘of Annapolis Valley, and the off-shore fishing. Her brothers were connect 
fel with the Navy. She often longed for the sea food diet. To our know- 
ledge she never returned to her homeland. In the twenty’s her brother 
ugh came west t9 harvest and to visit het 





‘The Nimmo's raised « large family — five boys and five girls, All 
were born in the original farm house, attended, as many others in those 
Gays, by practical loeal nurses such as Mrs. Andes, Mrs. Anna MeDonald 
or Mrs, Peterson. Few had a doctor in attendance 





Mrs, Nimmo was Kept very busy, washing and baking. She was a 
vety good cook. She often sald she made bread, twelve loaves to a baking, 
very day when all her family was home. As a mother she had high ideals 
fand strict beliefs She wanted each to have a good education. In the late 
1980's her health failed, and she passed away on the farm in 1942, She is 
bcied in Dela 


[After her passing the older girls “kept the home” for a few years until 
the younger children were out of school. Later Mr. Nimmo moved a very 
nice house onto the farm. It was comfortable and a great improvement. 

In 1957 Harry's health began to fail, He was treated in the Drum 
heller Hospital and was preparing to go home when he was stricken with 


281 
































pneumonia, and dled a few days leter, in October 1957, at the age of 
Seventy-eight, He, to, is buried in Delis. 


Jesse remained on the farm for several years, keeping house for her 
brothers, At this time Hugh has the farm, 


Jessie (Fischer) Is married to a successful farmer and lives at Ledu. 
Flora (Deering) taught school, is marrid, and lives at Real Deer. 
‘Alice (Danforth) lives south-east of Lethbridge at Foremost 


Kathleen (Cameron) joined che Forces in the Second World War end 
spent several years In Eastern Canada. She now lives et Vaushall 

‘Andrew completed his high schoo! and at one time worked in the 
Post Office in Drumbeller, He is now working with the Foreign Embassy 
in Ottawa 





Agnes Nimmo is living in Vancouver; and Ronald is working at 
Kitimat, BC. 


John is now in Calgary, while at the present time David is with the 
RGAE. in Vancouver 


‘THE ROBERT (BERT) NIMMO STORY 
py Ausce Howaro 

Me. Bert Nimmo seus born at Wishaw, Scotland, and came to the 
Hand Hills in 1912. He farmed the northwest quarter of 21-29-17. His, 
early neighbors were Bert Keith, Frank Nelmes, Fraser Johnson (Ole), 
‘Sam Pocklington, Dad Wallace, Dr. Lawson, Beet Dawson, end others. 

Bert married Rose Helen Greenwood, daughter of W. H. Greenwood, 
ploneer of Olds, Munson and Rainbow. 

Rose Greenwood Nimmo was born at Olds, April 10, 1900. She came 
with her family to Munson where her ded had # homestead, and where 
she took her schooling. at White Rose School at Munson. She, being a 
Greenwood, showed expert ability as a horse woman, 

In 1924 Bert and Rose left the Hand Hills. They settled at East 
Coulee, where Bere worked in the mines and was in charge of the mine 
ponies. They lived therefor thirty-three years. 





They had a family of four: two sons, Deniel and William, and two 
daughters Helen and Jean. Mrs. Helen Percy James, a nurse, lives at 
Bulwark, Alberta, and Mrs, Jean Howell lives at Eldorado, Saskatchewen, 





Rose died at the age of fifty-eight ye 
1958 or 1959. Burial was in Drumheller. 





ars, In Drumbeller Hospitel, in 


Bert Nimmo spends most of his winters at Vernon, British Columbia, 
and returns occasionally to visit his family and his many friends in Alberta 


2m 








ue 


and 


the 


the 











BOYD McFADDEN 


Our elforts to contact Mr. Boyd McFadden failed, thus frst hand 
information is scaree, He came to the Hand Hills in 1909. He homesteaded 
close to the Blair farm and worked with his brother, Fred, and later with 
Me. Blair. He moved to Kelowna, BC. Since then litte has been heerd 
of him. He passed away this year and leaves his wile and five children 


THE JAMES VAN SICKLE DANSKIN STORY 
ay Engen “Hoe” Po.ano: 


‘Mr. James Danskin and his wife Mary Ellen “Van Sickle" Danskin 
farmed near Paris, Ontario, Three sons and three daughters were born 
to them. One son died in 1902. Mr. and Mrs. Danskin, attracted by glow 
ing accounts of the developments of the West, decided that Western 
Canada held greater opportunities for their family, so moved to Alberta, 
locating near High River, in 1907. ‘Their homestead was situnted south 
cof Brooks, Their eldest daughter, Helen, had already matted, and with 
her husband and family had left Ontario and was living near High 
River, arriving there in 1905. I shoald be mentioned here that the author 
of this litle story, Elleen “Hyde” Poland, is the daughter of Helen and 
George Hyde, and also a niece of James Van Sickle Danskin, of whom 
this sory is writen 














‘The Danskin children each married, and seed in homes of their own 
in Alberta, One son, James Van Sickle’ Danskin, who was born in Pars, 
Ontario, homesteaded at Lawsonburg in 1909, He homesteaded on the north 
half of section 1-29-17-4, Jim, a5 his many Friends knew him, was in his 
early twenties, a bachelor, and one of the earliest settlers at Lawsonburg. 
His pioneer days were somewhat different from most — first of, he had 
4 post office almost at his door, only one mile away. Lawsonburg post 
olfice, operated by Dr. Lawson's wife, opened up about 1908. Dr. Lawson 
was wonderful neighbor to Jim. Most of all Jim's neighbors aerived 
about the same year, some a year or two earlier, There were the Blair's, 
Smith's, Herron’s, Lawson's, Richardson's, DuBois's and others. Hence 
f lite community was in the making, and had its beginning when Blair 
School was built in 1912, by Alex Nichol. ‘The school was named after 
Mr. Bill Bate 














In a few yoars Jim's parents, unable to carry on with farming oper- 
ations at Brooks, sold out and came to live with Jim, Oldtimers often 
speak of one of the worst hailstorms which struck the area, in 1911. Crops 
tnd hay were completely levelled. One oldtimer reported that there were 
dots the size of an egy in the siding on Jim Danskin's house, 


Jim built a large bam about 1912 oF 1913, Several enjoyable “barn 
ances" were held in it. Muse was sometimes hard to get, and was ob: 
talned at times from Lonebutte, « distance of fifteen miles, As there were 
no telephones, it was a day’s wip by team and buggy to engage an 
orchestra to play for a dance, 
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Jim Danskin used to put up hay down in the Baxter and Reed Lease, 
few miles south of his farm. He hayed with mower and rake, and stacked 
With the hay slide, He hayed with Tommy Somme, Billy Watson, Fey 
Blanchard and others. Many an interesting and tall tale could ‘those 
boys tell, if they were sul alive. There were always lots of fun and 
‘pranks, when a haying erew got together. Jim had another close frlend in 
Elmer Greenwood, who used to live on the Whiting place, and broke 
horses at Jim's farm. 


On November 18, 1917, Mr. Danskin Se. passed away and was buried 
in Delia, Mrs. Danskin Sr. went to live with her daughter Annie, in 
Portland, Oregon, She lived to an advanced age, and was buried in Por 
land. 


(On June 10, 1918, “Wedding Bells” rang out for Jim and his bride, 
Gladys Greenwood, @ sister to Elmer Greenwood. A very enjoyable 
wedding dance and chivarie took place in the “Danskin” barn. A large 
Crowd gathered to wish the newlyweds a long, happy life 


In the fall of 1918, the dreadful influenza epidemic broke out in the 
area. Entire families were laid low in a few hours. One or two men went 
from farm to farm doing the necessary chores, and bringing urgently 
needed supplies, Those who were too ill for home care were taken 10 
Delia, where a school was improvised into a hospital. Jim was one of the 
first to be taken to Delia, In a day or two word came of his passing, on 
November 17, 1918, Te wat a shock to the entire community. Sympethy 
‘of the entire’ neighborhood went out to the young bride. Her brother 
[Elmer helped out on the farm, 


Several years later Gladys married a Mr. Campbell at Trochu, and 
lives there atthe present time 


In the year 1920 Jim Danskin’s farm became the property of 
(Omer Bilodeass and family 





L, SHAW 

“The Shaw's homesteaded in che Blair district in about 1903. They 
hed a Jot of eattle and were good ranchers. Mr. Shew was an MP. in the 
first Alberta. government, The Shaw coulce was named efter him. They 
also had a business In Stettler, They sold their ranch in 1908 to Mr 
Du Bois. 


DUBOIS STORY 

My husband end I came to the district in July 1908. We had two 
small boys, ages two years and six months, We also had three foster 
children, who came to us from California, ages nine, ten and eleven years 
We bought a lease as we were ranchers. ‘The lease was large — four miles 
square, and all fenced. We then bought our cattle to stock it 

T'was ¢ wonderful country! For miles around, it was then all ranches 
and big leases, and we loved 
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Mr. DuBois was an outstanding horseman, and had one of the best 
‘rained saddle horses in the couniry. He was also a very good cattleman, 

We had a store, and « post office at Bob Congdon’s farm, which 
was seven miles from our ranch, Bob Congdon was the store keeper, and 
The was so good to all of ust That store supplied all the ranchers in that 
big country, We had no telephones in those days, and the nearest town 
was Stettler, some seventy-five miles away. 





Tame to Canada as a bride in 1903. I had never lived in the country 
before, but learned to ride horseback and even to drive a team and buggy, 
a that was our only means of wansportation. 


There were no schools here at al, but I had had some teaching ex 
perience and managed to teach our older eildren. 1 brought my sist up 
From the States and she helped with the waching for a year. She then 
tarred Herman Joberg, and lived in the Hand Hills. The Hand Hills 
School was built some time in TOI, which was before the Blair School 
svas built. We were ll so pleased to have a school house in the neighbor 
hood, for much of ou entertainment, chureh, concerts and. dances, a 
well as school, We had good musicians — even a piano, and someone 
te play it 


We were 





100d neighbors, and so much enjoyed being together 





I save all the small towns grow up around us, but It was years before 
1 got enough courage to take my team and buggy and drive to them 

Iwas herder t0 stay home after I had driven to civilization a few times. 
T used to tuck our two boys in salely and take some of our neighbor 
ladies too. They enjoyed the shows in the owns as wel. 

We felt so lucky to have post office closer to us — called Lawson 
burg. Our dear “Mrs. Blair” who was Post Mistress for over two years was 
always so cheerful and met us with a smile and greetings, along with he 
Scottish good humor. They were wonderful people in those days and Tl 
never forget them! 











‘Our litle girl was born in the ranch house, in June, 1914, below the 
hill from the Blair Schoo! House, Dr. Lawson was in attendance, and 
tlso a nurse from San Franciseo who was visting in the neighborhood, 


We bought our lease from R, L, Shavt, who was the Member of 
Parliament for Alberte at that time. We bought it as a twenty year closed 
lease but we were there for only three years, when the Government 
opened it up for homestetders, We Saw the new homes being built, and the 
anges being plowed up. We were being crowded out, so had to sell our 
tattle end move to British Columbia in 1917, We hed found what we 
‘wanted, but it took some time to adjust our lives there. 





(Our son, Albert, was one of the fist riders at the Hand Hills Stam 
pede, He was best in the bare back contest. He has roped nincly nine 
falves in one contest, but could never get the one hundred, They used to 
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hhave contests among the cowboys to see who could rope the most calves 
Jn one day. 


Fd Bell has made the statement that he learned to tain horses from 
Jack DuBois, and learned corral roping from him, too 


Mr. DuBols passed away twenty-five years ago. Our family, have 
all married and are away from home. We had a big house, but disposed 
‘of i, and T am now living in an apertment. At eighty-five years of age 
T sul go for a daily walk, and do my own shopping and am "Glad to be 
alive.” 








JACK BELL 


Jock Bell lived on the Art Daw homestead in the Hand Hills from 
1918 to 1921. He sold this lind to David Thusnler: then and moved north 
of Delie. While there they bought the DuBois’ and Dad Wallace’ places 
and moved to the DuBois farmstead. In the 1930's he sowed the Wallace 
farm land to grass and had a wonderful crop of hay. They had one 
daughter, Margaret, who married Art Smith — an ardent race horse fan 
‘The Smiths had one son and one daughter and for some time they 
lived with the Bells. The school teachers also boarded at the Bell home. 
‘They built large barn which vas famous for the “barn dances” enjoyed 
by everyone, far and nese, 


Mrs, Bell died in the late 1930's, ‘Through il health Mr, Bell had to 
sell. He sold to Mr. Gillespie about 1942 of 1943, Gillespies later sold 
to H. Cohen, now of Vauxhall. Mr. Bell retired to Drumheller where he 
passed away in 1957 





JACK ROSS 


‘The Jack Ross family moved to the Hand Hills in the summer of 
1918, Previous to moving here they lived at Trochu and. Youngstown. 
When they moved here they lived on the DuBois place. Dorothy went t0 
Blair School in 1920. ‘They moved to the Billy Watson place tn. 1922, 
‘where they bullt a house and sold it to Mr, Clark. The house is still 
standing where it was moved. Mr, Ross was « good athlete and served 
some time a5 policeman. He was @ very handy man with stock, and 
had race horses. He moved to Hanna in the 1930' and ran the Alberta 
Wheat Pool elevator. He now lives with his daughter, Mrs. Dorothy 
Miller at Hanne, 








“DAD” WALLACE 

“Dad” Wallace, as he was called, placed “South African Scripe” 
rights on the east quarter of section 14-29-17, He, his wife, and two girls 
stayed only two or three years, and then moved to Delia, where he had 
a real estate agency for a year or two. He reeelved some Kind of com 
mission during the First World War, and the family moved from Delia, 
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MR. AND MRS. NORMAN DALSTO 
MR. AND MRS. GORDON FERRABY 


In the spring of 1957 Norman Dalsto and Gordon Feeraby purchased 
what is now the Virden Valley Ranch from H. Cohen and moved into 
the Hand Hills district, Gordon hed operated a machine agency in 
Bassano and Norman a general store, post office and garage at Countess 
Both were interested in the cattle business so joined forees and trailed 
their herd of approximately one hundred twenty cows north from Countess 
fording the river st Dorothy and on to the breeding field at the west end 
fof Fish Lake. They spent the first summer fencing pastures and putting 
hhay up preparing for the winter to come, having heard tales of the deep 
snows in the Hand Hills. That Christmas Norman's wile and two children 
larry and Karen moved to the ranch, Bruce was bor the following 
jammer Mamie arrived after the sele of thelr machine business had 
been finalized, 

During the intervening years the process of building up the ranch 
ran sinoothly with the exception of one near major incident. In October 
1964 «grass fire was accidentally started on the hayland. The wind was 
blowing as it usually does in the Hand Hills and only by the quick 
response of many neighbors and the Delia fire department, was the fre 
contained and only one quarter section of hayland was destroyed. 

‘The Hand Hills have treated ws well. It has been a privilege to be a 
part of ther history. 











‘THE RICHARDSON STORY 
ar Dotority RicitanDsox 


‘The Richardson families — Mr. and Mrs, William A. Richardson 
tnd the Omer B, Richardsons came to Hand Fills from Idaho in 1909, 
[At that time the nearest ralroad was at Stettler or Carstairs, and a trip 
fo town with team and Jumber-wagon meant almost a week away from 
home. 


‘The Omer Richardsons with their few neighbors wok the initiative In 
organizing the Blair School Distt. ‘The school was named for William 
Blair, whose farm lay some two and one-half miles east of the proposed 
school ‘building. School was held only in summer the first year oF two 
Of Its operation. The fist teacher was a Miss Wigmore, who was visting 
her brother during her vacation from her regular teaching. position. The 
first summer there were no desks—only benches—lower ones to sit on, 
tnd higher ones to write on, There was no blackboard. The teacher wrote 
‘on the wall where the blackboard would one day be with blue carpenter 
rayon. ‘The text books were the books we children could. bring from 
hhome, and were widely assorted. Most of the pupils, no matter what the 
age, were in the first grade. Dr, Lawson's daughter Evelyn must have 
teen a third grader, She had gone to school belore and could do short 
divisin—a marvellous achievement in my eyes. Among the pupils of 
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that early school were the Edmonson’s—Archie, Buttos, Dale and Martha 
—iheir cousin Manley Church Elizabeth Blair and, I think, Vaughn 
‘and Basil DuBois. There were others but I do not remember just who 
they were. 


“The first ther we had for a fll six months’ term was a Miss Noble. 
[Next there was Miss Salome B. Scott, She was from Edmonton. and could 
play the violin and sing. After her term at Blair she taught at the Verdant 
Valley School, T think I was in the seventh grade before Blair School 
‘operated for a full school year—September through June. 









We had many bachelor neighbors in those days, and they came often 
to our house. For one thing, we usually boarded the lady teacher. Then 
mother baked bread for them, and often did their mending. My dad often 
served as barber and would cut their hair 


Mother organized a Sunday School at Blair School with—whenever 
possible—a visiting minister to presch. She played the orgen—olten with 
‘small child on her [ap—and taught the adult Bible Clas. 


‘The senior Richardsons moved back to Maho about 1918, hut che 
©. B, Richardson family continued to farm in the Hand Hills for some 
years longer. Thelr farm was finally sod in 1943, Omer Richardson passed 
Away in 1956, Mrs, Richardson end the daughter Dorothy live in Moscow, 
Taho, as does another daughter, Jean Clark, Helen Nicholson is in Cam- 
rose, Alberta; the son, Kenneth is at Bremerton, Washington, where he 
works at the Puget Sound Shipyards. The youngest daughter, Marion Rea, 
lives at Bois, Kdaho, 


or’s Note: Mrs. Richardson passed away June 5, 1967, 

















ss Tox ny Gen 


The first time 1 saw the Hand Hills I was at Big Bill Smith's place 
In the fall of 1912, when T came over from Crossfield with my aunt. Bll 
Smith end Fred McFadden hed a coal mine (in the DuBois Coulee, about 
to miles south-west of Blair School), I spent about a week there helping 
them haul coal and doing BIl's chores, 


My father, Frank Williams, had a home place at Crossfield where 
the family wat living at the time. He also had a homestead south of 
‘Manson, which he sold in 1917, when he bought the William Richardson 
homestead in the Hand Hills. T'came from Munson to the Hills in August 
of that year. In the fall of 1917, my father moved the family—my mother, 
two brothers, Lawrence and Wesley, and two sisters, Anna and Alda, out 
to the newly purchased land, 





‘That fall, before Christmas, my father went to Vietoria for medical 
attention. He underwent two operations, and pasted away February 26, 
1918, The weather was very cold and stormy, the funeral in Delia hed 
to be postponed for « couple of days. 
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In November of 1918 the whole family was stricken by the flu. My 
brother, Lawrence, my mother, and sister Anna were taken to Delia for 
rmedical care, In a few days Lawrence passed away, followed by mother 
‘couple of days later, on Armistice day. Anna finally recovered. She 
‘married in 1922 and passed away in 1928, 


Alda, the youngest of the family, was born in Crossfield in 1908 and 
after mother passed away she was raised by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Hareson, 


My brocher, Wesley, lived in Calgary for many years. He enlisted in 
the anny in World War Il, with the Canadien Field Engineers. After 
the war he came back to Canada for about six months. He retuned to 
England and there he spent his ninetcen years before returning to 
‘Canada for the Della Jubilee Celebration in 1964, He returned to England 
again, where he sil lives. 








Before Christmas of 1918 T went to stay with George Edmonson’s 
family and spent the rest of the winter there, after that, it was like a 
second home to me, In the spring of 1919 we had a sale of our farm 
machinery, and household effects) and Mrs. S. A Peterson bought the 
farm lend. 


Tn 1922 I summeriallowed for Wm. Blair on the Dr. Lawson place. 
1 worked for two fells on the thresbing outfit of Battle and Marshall, and 
spent a good many years with Julius Julson. I bought my first truck in 
1898 from Clyde Pullar, and I hauled many bushels of grain into Delia 


I came to Delia to live in 1942, and have resided here ever since, 
nevertheless, T have never allowed my hands to become unaccustomed 10 
handling « grain shovel As T look back over the years, I feel that I have 
‘made some little contributions to Delia, end the surrounding district. 
EDITOR'S NOTE; In the early days of the “school-house dances” Glen 
could always be counted on to contribute his musical talents for those 
‘who wanted to danee, or for anyone wishing to sing. 





(On the floet, drawn by Elmer Fenne!’s team In the Delia Daze Parade, 
fon August 5th, 1968, Glen still seemed very much at home seated at the 
piano, accompanying the old-time fiddlers, Hugh McFerland and Ken 
Van Riper, and the accordionist, George Alle, 


ALEX: MITCHELL 


Alex Mitchell, or “Sandy” as he was sometimes called was another 
hhomesteader of the Hand Hills Distiet. He was quite a singer, and 
entertainer. His farm was the southeast quarter of seen 15-29-17, and 
the northeast quarter of 10-29-17 to the west and southwest from Blair 
School. He joined the Cavalry Division of the Canadian Army when the 
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First World Wer broke out, end worked as « veterinarian in thet division 
all during the war. 





‘Alex Mitehal-1915-1916 


Before leaving, he sold one quarter to Phil Courtney, and gave him 
an option on the other. After the war he returned to the Hand Hills and 
‘completed the transaction 


[understand he settled on Gabriol Island, off the coast of Vancouver. 


‘THE ALOIS RAUCH STORY 


1 departed from Hart, Austria on March 29, 1928 on my journey to 
Canada, and arrived in Hialifex, Nova Scotia, about April tenth, By CNR. 
T traveled to Winnipeg, Manitoba, where, at the immigration offce they 
told me that a Mr. Thomas Rowe of Michichi, Alberta, wanted Roman 
Catholic boy to work for him. I travelled west by tain arriving at Michich 
‘one cold morning very eerly. I could not speak any English and had only 
a plece of paper with this man’s name on it to help me find somebody 
who knew where he lived. Upon arriving in Michichi, the first man T met 
was Mr. Walter Murdock, and, after reading the name, pointed in the 
direction where Me. and Mrs. Rowe and sons Harvey and John lived. 1 
started walking in that direction, carrying my wicker sulteate, and had 
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rot gone very far when a man with a horse and buggy neared me. Tt 
turned out that it was Mr. Rowe. I worked for him for four years. 


Once when I was discing for Mr, Rowe, the disc needed oll, end 
unable to speak English, I pointed to the dise end said EEEEEE, He got 
the message and gave me the oll, He laughed about this for some time. 

In the summer of 1935, 1 worked on the Trans-Canada Highway 
through the Morley Indian Reserve under the Inte Mr. Fred Goet of 
Cralgmyle, Alberta. 

In 1936, I worked for Anton Zipper. The following year I rented land 
from Mr. Thomas S. Broadbent. Then the hard times came and I lost 
everything I had; no erop and what litle money I had yas gone. I worked 
fon the roed to pay Tom Broadbent for the seed T owed him. With the 
help of good neighbors in this district T was able to go farming again. 








Tin 1944 1 purchased the land T am now living on — straight south 
of Harry Nimmo's farm, In 1947 I bought my first tractor from George 
‘Moeller andl am stil using it 

In 1948 T met my life partner, Cecelia Ida Hannef, and we were 
married, On Avgust 5, 1949 we swore blessed with our first son John and 
then Herman on September 12, 1952. 

In Novomber of 1959, I made my first and only trip back to Austria 
to vist my relatives, 


JOHNNY YORKE STORY 


‘We left Saskatoon in 1920, We loaded the wagon, and with six head 
‘of horses drove 19 Maple Creek and Gleichen. Resuming our journey to 
my siste’s we stayed one night; and then moved on to the Hand Hills 10 
‘my parents, where we stayed for one winter. My parents, the Mavells, 
lived on the Blair farm fora shore time 

We bought a quarter section of land; the southwest quarter of section 
1-20-17, We farmed on this, and also took horses to pasture for one 
dollar « head per month. We broke horses too, at ten dollars « heed. Mr. 
Yorke snubbed the horses to the saddle horn and Lawrence Parge rode 
them. Til never forget one day he got his belt caught on the saddle horn 
fand was almost killed, We broke more land, and in 1927 we had a lovely 
trop, but it was completely hailed out before we could harvest 

We decided to buy # new truck, an American Vele, costing four 
thousand dollars. After a fow miles the engine stopped, and soon after 
the rear end went too. Finally ane day coming home with I, the gas tank 
fel off 1 was «real lemons, 

Tn 1998 we left the farm and moved to Dorothy, and bought « pool 
hha, We stayed there for three years, and had to move for lack of people 
to play pool, We then moved to a farm at Rosedale, Alter erop failures 
due to weather conditions Mr. Yorke worked In the mines. Mrs. Yorke 
is ving in East Coulee, 
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BILODEAU STORY 
py Previ.is Crantarns (Buxooeav) 

My dad, Omer Bilodeas (Bill) veas bor in 1876, in Michigan, but 
was raised in Quebec, Mather was born in 1886, in Cumberland, British 
Columbia and raised in the suerounding arco, 

Dad travelled quite s lot in his younger days. He spent some time in 
the Montreal area, working on river drives and also at booming logs. About 
1900 hhe went to Alasks, like many others, with the “gold rash” fever in 
his veins. Also, like many others he came out a few years later, broke and 
trousers, After a fiend bought him a pair of pants he proceeded to look 
for a job. The only job available at the time was loading freight on boats 
Hie went from one job to another tying to better himself, and eventually 
‘became a logging contractor, 

In 1914 Mother and Dad met at Union Bay, British Columbia and 
after t short courtship, were married at Senvick, British Columbia. That 
Same year they moved to a farm on the oatskirs of the town of Ronan, 
Montana, where they lived for several years. Both my sisters, Laurette 
and Grace, were born there. 

Dad sold the farm at Ronan and they went beck to Union Bay to 
isle Mother’s folks, They spent nearly year there, after which Dad 
Ueeided to go farming again, He came to Alberta and bought the Danskin 
farm, in the Hand Hills, sbout twenty-five miles east of Drumheller 





he big bam and granaries had been butlt by Mr. Danskin, but 
Dad had a new house built to replace the two-roomed one, that later 
became our pump house 





‘The thirties were difficult years for Mom and Dad, as well as for 
many others: however, there were many memorable occasions, — school 
plenies, bal games, stampedes, dances and get-togethers among neighbors, 
eat will never be Forgotten, 


1 (Phyllis) was born in the year 1932 In the Drumheller Hospital 
I don’t remember the 1930's only the stores that were told to me by my 
parents. I'do remember riding home from Blair School just as fast as 
ould, trying t0 beat a dust storm, more than once. Sometimes that three 
nile ride seemed like a long one, a¢ the first few years T didn’t have 100 
‘uch company. Audrey Clappison and I used co ride together when she 
Stayed with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Blair. Then, Mr. and 
Mix. Otto Emann bought the Cottini farm, and their two children, Harvey 
tnd Leona, also rode horse back 1 school 











1 always looked forward to the days the matlman eame. Grace and 
Laurette were both married and away from home so we always looked 
forward to letters from them, and there were the funnies in the Free Press 
that Falways read. 

‘The rush and excitement of harvest was the highlight of my child 
hood. At times Mrs. Ringrore used to help Mom with the cooking, and 1 
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remember the smell of fresh bacon frying in the morning, and pies fresh 
from the oven when Tcame home from school. The bundle racks, threshing 
‘machines, and the straw stacks are thing of the pest now, but they belong 
to some of my earliest recollections. 


1 liked the winters, but they seemed to last so long. There wasn’t 
too much company, and we visited Blairs end Cottnis most, with Emanns, 
after they bought, and moved onto the Cottini farm, 


Early in 1948 Dad took siek and was taken to Drumheller Hospital 
He was transferred to a Calgary Hospital where he passed away on March 
26 of that year. That was one of the worst winters ean remember, with 
such deep snow drifts a horse could hardly get throughs but, with help 
from neighbors, Mother and I managed. A few months later Mother had 
tn auction sale, and the farm was later sold to Otto Emann. Then for a 
‘Couple of months Mother and I worked for Mr. W. B, Steward. Because 
‘Of Mother's health, we moved out to Britsh Columbia 10 be closer to 
Lauterte and Grace. 


‘That October, Ken Chambers and I were married at Courtenay, 
British Columbia, but after a few months, moved back to the prairies. We 
lived in Drumbler for a few years where Ken trucked, but in the fall 
‘of 1961 we moved to the Stubblefield Home Farm, where Ken is foreman. 
We have five children: Heather, Frances, Dwight, Danny and Bonnie. 
The older two girls attend Drumheller Composite High School and the 
three younger ones go to Verdant Valley School. 








Mother stayed at the coast for about a year and a half, but returned 
to the Drumheller area, where she worked for « number of years, later 
taking up residence in Naemine, Mother stil resides in Nacmine. 


Laurette and her husband, John Blair, own and operate a dairy farm. 
“Their son, Bob, works at a bakery, but lives at home at Richmond, British 
Columbia. 

Grace married Louis Cottini of the Hand Hills and they have five 
children. Two gils, Jeanette and Frances who are both married and live 
fat the coast, Three sons Louis, Kenneth and Allen, Louis, is in the 
KLCMP. and stationed at Saskatoon, Kenneth is in the Air Force, and 
Allen is at home and going to school 








‘THE FRANK NELMES STORY 
ay Ms, Neates aND paUGHTERS 

Frank Nelmes came to Canada from Droitwich, 

of 1906, He came to Stetler, the end of the railway 
his brother had filed on a homestead a year previous. Frank worked with 
his brother, and clerked in a store until 1909, When the land in the Hand 
Hills was ‘thrown open by the government for homesteads and pre 
temptions, Frank joined the line-up of men in front of the Dominion Land 
Office in Calgary walting all night, and until ten o'clock the next morning, 
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for the office to open. There was a tong line of men waiting, some of 
them — only to find their land ad already been fed on. ark was, 
suc In geting hin sole of hometead and preemon, but his 
friend Mr. J. Bunfield was not, — as he had stepped out of linc 1 greet 
an old friend, and was unable to get back sg oe 





Frank built litle shack ten by fourteen fect, and broke twenty acres 
of land. He spent six months each year for the next three years on this 
land, to fulfil government requirements, end thus become owner. 





He bought four horses with harness and a wagon, and freighted 
groceries and supplies from Stettler to a litle store in the Hand Hills 
‘ovwned by’ Mr. Bob Congdon. He had many tales to tell of his experiences 
during thie time, one of which stands ost in my mind in particular, One 
very wet, cold and windy dey he was on a muddy stretch of prairie road, 
when out of the fog, 2 man came walking toward him, He Wore a rain 
coat over his head, the coat sleeves flapping back and forth in the wind. 
‘The lead horses suddenly stopped, chen tumed quickly, upsetting the 
wagon, supplies and Frank into a mud hole, The man kept walking on 
{quite unconcerned without so much es a word of greeting, and disappeared 
Into the distance. Frank had to pick himself up out of the mud and 
Toad up again. He spent the night under the wagon, waiting uncil daylight 
to proceed. further on his way. After proving up the homestead, Frank 
rented his land to @ rancher, He then worked in Stettler for Mr. J. Dun: 
field who had filed blind, and got a homestead Just six miles northeast 
of Delia 














War was declared in 1914, and Frank, with my brother and many - 
others joined the army. They went overseas with the 187 Battalion, but 

Frank was transferred to the S0th, and served with this outlit for the 

duration of the war. He was wounded three times, but each time, after 

recuperation, was sent back to the firing line. His fit wound was in the 

lungs, where he carried three pieces of shrapnel the rest of his life. He was 

returned to Canada and discharged in Mareh of 1919, 








We wore married et Veteran, in June 1919, and eame to the home: 
stead 10 start farming. We brought all our effets with us in a wagon, 
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These consisted of « cow, calf, yearling, and a pig which was « wedding 
resent. 


We soon made very dear friends among the settlers, My first few days 
were spent atthe home of Mr, and Mrs. Charlie Gilbert, who homesteaded 
the land now owned by Anton Zipper. Mrs. Gilbert went through her 
fupboards end shared all her supplies with me so I wouldn't have empty 
feupboards with which to start « home — a Kindness Ill never forget. We 
Stayed with them until we got the shack cleaned up and papered with 
hewspapers, and set up a stove, table and hed, We lived there until we 
‘were able to build our house a year later. Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert enjoyed 
their new home for only a few years when Charlie's health failed, and 
they had to leave the farm. They went back East to his people, where he 
pseed away that same year 





“The highlights of the old days were the school plonics, held the last 
‘day of school each year, and the Christmas concerts. Our four children 
rode horses to Blair School, a distance of thrce and one half miles, winter 
fnd summer, where Mr, Allred Howard was thele teacher for several yers. 
Hie was not only teacher, but was a pal to all the children, and they loved 
and respected him very much, 


‘The men used to dig coal in Willow Crock Coulee, where the coal 
was to be had for the digging. Many trips were made to get a supply for 
Vrinter as well as summer. This coal varied in quality, sometimes being 
ery good, but other times the seam would be mostly slate and noted for 
the quantity of ashes it produced. However, it was free, and money was 
Scarce so we were always thankful for what we got, and for being able to 
keep warm ever in the coldest weather. The men really suffered with cold, 
bad roads ete. duting these trips. 


T remember one trip Prank made alone with four horses and sleigh, 
hhe managed to dig a small load, but the hill was very steep and icy 
‘About three quarters of the way up the slelgh slipped back, and over the 
‘edge of the cliff It went, He had jumped clear, bat expected to find his 
horses either dead or lamed, Though they were on their backs and the 
sleigh upside down, they were unharmed. Frank was able to unhitch 
them and with e logging chain he got his outlit fixed and going again, 
Needless to say he only brought about one hundred pounds of coal home 
that night 


Another time Frank and Tom MeBeath went together. Mrs. MeBeath 
‘and baby Jack came to spend the day with me. Our men were caught 
in a lizard, and got lost, and arrived home alter midnight really cold 
and hungry. We spent the remainder of the night In our one-roomed 
shack, thankful that the men had arrived home safely with the coal we 
needed 30 badly. Tt was shared experiences like these thet endeared our 
neighbors and friends to us, with a friendship that lasted lifetime 





In the early days the closest church was in Delia, which was 100 
fr to drive with horses, Later, « Sunday School was started by Mr. Herbert 
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Montgomery, and we were able to take our children. This filled « need 

wwe had long desired. The Bible studies were a blessing 10 us, and ed our 

children to further studies at Bible School, in later years. Then came 

the wonderful invention of radio with news, musical programmes and 

also many gospel messages that were a blessing to us in country homes. 
ir children also took Radio Sunday School lessons 


We found the farm life rather hard, owing to Frank's wounds. He 
‘was not too well all through the years. We also found it a very good life 
with our four children: Minnie, who is now a Social worker with the city 
‘of Calgary; Gladys who was a secretary, married a farmer, Albert Tovell 
land they live at Vermilion with theie four children; Ed who passed away 
Jn 1952; Connie, a scerctary and music teacher, married Lloyd Anderson 
‘and now lives in Red Deer. They have two children. 











‘We sold our farm in 1952, after the death of our son, and moved to 
Calgary. Frank passed away after a short less In 1959. 


Yes, pioneering on the homestead was a hard life, but it made our 
country what i is today — a country of which to be proud 


MR. AND MRS. ART KANEWISCHER 


‘Are Kanewischer was raised at Schuler nour Medicine Hat and married 
Hilda Karg of the Bullpound district in 1943. From the time of their 
ge until I947 they farmed near Schuler. They then moved to 
Medicine Hat where Art accepted a job at Medalta Potteries, In 1952 
they moved to the Hand Hills and took up residence on the Nelms 
place where they still reside, Though Art and Hilda have no family of 
their own a steady stream of young fry call their place ‘Second home.” 
‘Art and Hilda are staunch FUA members, whist drive fans and excellent 
‘community workers. Though Hilda has suffered prolonged hospital con- 
Finements, her happy spirit Is an Inspiration to all who know her, 








DR. KEITH 


Dr. Keith, his wife and three sons, Bert, Max and Charlie came to 
the Hand Hills in 1910. They homesteaded the north half of section 
23-29-17, known to us as the Rowe place, Dr. Kelth was a retired medial 
‘doctor. Their youngest boy, Charlie, took his grade eight in the Hand Hills 
School — classmates were, Ade Venus (Laverty) and Andrew Mason. 
‘They also had the first restaurant in Delia. They were here for only tree 
or four years, when they sold out to Mr. Arthur Rowe. 


THE ARTHUR ROWE STORY 
ay Pavt Rows 


We moved into the Blair School District in 1916, when T was very 
young. At that time there were three of us, my oldest sister Brenda, my 
fell, and younger sister Evelyn. During the time we lived there, 1916 to 
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1918, another sister, Vern, was born. We left the Hand Hills in 1918 to 
return to Idaho and, though we returned to Alberta in 1920, we did not 
‘make the farm a permanent residence. We did spend parts of several 
summers there. 





As Trecal, the old house was partly freme and partly sod, quite low 
and probably not very large. The bara, too, was of sod. The only thing 
St any height about the place was the windmill, and sometimes it wasn't 
ery tall, particularly the time the horses ran away and a wagon wheel 
feaught one of the windmill legs 





King and Prince were the runaways. They seemed to enjoy taking 
off without excuse, and leaving us ip the lurch, ‘That time they didn't 
Gulte make le The windmill seed slowly on top of them and tapped 
them neetly without hurting elther one. They left us ones, two and a 
half miles from home by the simple expedient of tipping the box off the 
sleighs into a snow bank, and taking off for home, It was a cold night 
land we were pretty small’so Dad probably carried at least two of us most 
Of the way home. Dad never was @ man to swear much, but he must have 
been sorely tempeed that time, 





I don't know exsetly when I started school, but I was not ellowed 10 
continue — because I was too young. Anyway when Iwas allowed t0 go 
{ school, the teacher was 2 young man named Mille. He didn't stay long, 
‘but left Gs to join the army. Another of my teachers was « young woman 
‘who later became Mis. Nimmo 


"Thinking about school reminds me of the old grey pony Dad bought 
for us to ride. She was the omeriest old thing you ever saw. She'd run 
three miles around the pasture rather then carry as two end half, miles 
to school. We could never catch het, but Dad could. Wed start off with 
Brenda handling the reins (she was older than I), and make our way up 
to the comer to meet Marie and Sonny (Frank) McFadden. From there 
weld go on to school with Old Grey carrying at lesst three of us, No 
Wonder the old pony rebelled at times. 


[As T recall, the school sat on high ground in the southwest comer of 
the section, and just acros the road to the south of the school was a deep 
Coulee with a spring at the bottom, We used to go down to the spring at 
fhoon, I don't Know whether we were supposed to but it seems we often. 
{Ea and that often the bell rang when we were away at the very bottom 
‘of what soomed to me a deep, deep valley 

We had a lot of fun at receses and noons playing running games 
and generally working off steam. Then we had go back into the school 
find earn reading, writing end arithmetic. Sometimes it wasn't easy but 
Think we all enjoyed it 

‘That's a long time ago. The last time I was at the Blair School was 
at a Christmas Concert in 1954, L haven't seen it since, and T suppose it 
is long gone, 
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Gone 100, are Mother and Dad. My sister Brenda Harcus lives in 
Edmonton with her twin sons, age seventeen, Her three daughters are 
married, 1wo living in Edmonton and one in Ottawa, Vern, Mrs, Jeck 
Perkins, became a nurse and then a farmers wife. She now lives at Wain- 
wright with her husband, two sons and a daughter, Marjorie, Mrs, Wallace 
Rattray, also Lives at Wainwright with her husbend, «son and two 
daughters, Evelyn Bell lives in Edmonton. She has one son in Ottawa and 
she and Bruce visit the cast whenever they can. Joyee, the youngest of 
the family, married Pat Murray. They have two boys and two gles, but 
‘one ofeach has marred and left home. 


1 taught school at Arcowana, then at Hand Hills later at Gadsby 
and finally in the Peace River Country. I merried in the north and bave 
tne son Dwayne who is now a young but successful lawyer in Peace River. 
Two years ago the people of this area honored me by naming the new 
High School the “Paul Rowe High School." Iam the principal of the fine, 
‘new, beautifully-equipped school and I'm very proud of i. 

ITOR'S NOTE: Shorily after receiving’ this story per Kindness of 
Paul Rowe, we recelved the following notation 











(On the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary 
of the Confederation of Canada 
the Centennial Medal is conferred on 
Paul Arthur Rowe, Esquire, B.Ed, 
In recognition of valuable service to the nation 
July 1, 1967 





JOHN SEWALD 


“The Sewalds came to the district after the Rowes and lived on that 
farm for « short time, We can well remember Mrs. Sewald as a singing 
srtst who did much entertaining. 


MR. AND MRS. ORVILLE TABOR 
4s rou ny Onvitexz anon 


Orville and Betty Tabor and baby Frances moved onto the Art 
Rowe farm in the fall of 1929. A socond daughter, Patsy, was born in 1980. 
‘They harvested one crop in 1930 but were holled out in 1931. They 
‘moved 10 the Michi distriot and farmed there until their retirement 10 
Drumheller where they now reside. Their two daughters live in the Delia 
area — Mrs, Mike Anderson and Mrs. Wm Greer 








THE ERNEST HOWARD STORY 


Emest, son of Mr, and Mrs. A. E, Howard, was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland. Fe came to Canada in 1907 to Ontario and west to Rainbow in 
1918. He worked for Bill Blair for neatly a year. He farmed and ranched 
In Ralnbow for several years 
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In 1934, he married Alice Helen Bell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
Richard Bell ofthe Hand Hills 

We, Alice and Ernest, as known to all, ented the Arthur Rowe farm, 
then known to all as the Keith place. 

‘We engaged in. mixed farming. Prices were low during the hungry 
199073, We raised chickens, turkeys, pigs and milked cows. We made a 
Inundred pounds of butter etch month which we sold for ten cents a pound, 
taken in trede for groceries. During our ten years on the farm we ex: 
perienced hail, drought and grasshoppers. We and our neighbors hauled 
frashopper poison, consisting of sawdust and polson, supplied by the 
fmunietpaity, from the distributing center at Michichi, This poison was 
eattered over the infested fields after a shower or while the dew was sill 
fon the plant. Tt was quite effective. Our farming was all done by six, eight, 
fr ten head of horses. We parchased our first tractor about 1940, Tt was 
a Hart Par. 

All the harvesting was done by binder, stooks and threshed by teams, 
bundle rack end the threshing machine Elmer Fett usually did our 
threshing, 

Our neighbors were most hospitable and kind. They were the Frankie 
[Nelmes, the Harry Nimmos, Fred MeFaddens, Tom Broadbents, Jack Bells 
the Blais, Leonard Manleys, and dhe Roy Lindseys. 

Tt was a highlight for Blair district when we got Rural Mall service 
‘once a week. The old mailbox was a sign of progress. Mr. Porter Sr. and 
Tater his son Joe, were our mail carier, 

Tt made it very convenient to send mal and cream out. Mr. Porter 
rove by cat in summer and sleigh and team in winter. Many a hazardous 
trip he could recall, blizard conditions and impassable roads, Due to 
Mr. Porter's unfailing and faithful service, the “Royal Mail” seldom failed 

(Our four children were all born while we lived in the hills, Two girs, 
Helen and Viola end two boys, Donald and Robert were all born in the 
Drumbeller Hospital, Both girls started school at Blair with Miss Mable 
Humphrey and Ruby Zakariasen as teachers. 

In 1944, we purchased the Henry Dely farm at Munson. This meant 
swe must leave our many friends and neighbors but it meant we would 
better our way of living. The attraction was better land, better schools, 
nearer to town on an excellent roed. 

Cur family have all dome well. All have made homes for themselves 
‘not far from us. We are proud of our twelve grandchildren. 

‘Emest and I shall always have fond memories of the Hand Hills. We 
Ihave attended every Stampede through the years. It is always a plessure 
to meet all the old timers noticing each trp the many chenges and it gives 
tus a feeling of pride to see the progress. Every home is supplied with 
clectricty, There are splendid. gravel roads. Many attractive new homes 
have been erected and a very efleetive yellow bus system transports the 
children to central schools in Delia, Familiar old schools where ploneer 
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children obtained their three “R's” have disappeared. But a well kept Club 
House stil stands and testifies to fity years of western lif. 

We should like to extend a word of appreciation to the Book Club 
members for their splendid effort in preserving the past in book form. 
‘Theirs is a tremendous task and we trust they will be rewarded jn some 
small way. ‘This book should be cherished by our children in generations 


JAKE. WARKENTIN 

West of Carl Bund Sr, is a half section of land homestetded by « 
Mr. MeLaren which had changed hands many times, and housed several 
residents of whom it has proven difficult 1 get detailed information 
‘Among those who lived there are the following. Mr. and Mn. Jake 
Warkentin came there in 1928 when their family, which consisted of two 
sons and three daughters; was very young. They lived there for two years. 
[A Mr. Korbsser made this is home for four years and he travelled about 
the district sharpening knives, scissors or saws in his free time, From 1934, 
to 1936, Emmanuel Bender, who married Freda Teske, rented this property. 
Their daughter, Inez, attended the Elmer School. Stanley, thelr son, was 
fa pre-schooler at the time. Later they had another daughter, Diane. He 
‘was followed by his brother, Rudolph Bender, who also put in tenure of 
two years. “Rudy” last his life on May 26, 1967 in a tragic truck collision 
with another neighbor from the Hand Hills Mr, Warkentin again took 
‘over the farm and although they only lived there for one winter and 
two summers, he owned the property sntil 1962 when it was purchased 
by Dave Moench, Ben Mammel is the present owner having purchased it 
after Dave's death in 1965. 


JF HALL 

‘The Halls came to the Blair School District in 1923 and lived « half 
mile north of the school. They lived there for four years and lee in 1827. 
‘Their two sons still lve in the Della district. Erie and Bill, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Nelmes lives in Calgary. 

CHARLIE. EWING 

Chatlie Ewing came to the Hand Hills in 1908 and located one mile 
north of the DuBois Ranch, He brought in a herd of Galloway catle did 
well financially, was a good cattle man and an elfieient operator, but ane 
ay his horse fell on him and broke his eg. 








Charlie Ewing’s dad, William S. Ewing, a carpenter came from Idaho 
Im the spring of 1906. He arrived in Carstairs with two dollars end a 
hammer. His daughter, Mrs. Susan Hanses keeps this hammer in memory 
of his carpenter days. She lives at Swalwall. They were friends of the 
Greenvioods and visited in the Hand Hills, Albert DuBois made his home 
‘with them for some time. 

Charlie Ewing passed away In 1912. He was buried at Gilbert, Idaho 
‘where his wife remained, They bad no family, 
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CHAPTER VII 


LAWSONBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT 


‘The name of Lawsonburg may be gone but certainly not forgotten 
It brings a wave of homesickness to those who pioncered here. ‘They 
came from every land, from all walks of life and from comforts of home 
find family. In those “good old days” everyone was in the same situation. 
‘This land was new to them, every neweomer was a stranger, and in theit 
loneliness they made friends very quickly. 








“Trips to town were quite an undertaking. The nearest towns were 
Gleichen to the south and Stetler to the north; each town being about 
seventy-live miles from Hand Hills Lake, To go to elther town and 
retum would take five or six days, Most of the people of, Lawsonburg 
preferred to 0 10 Gleichen, although this meant crossing the Red Deer 
River at Dorothy, and a very hard pull for the horses 


News and letters from home were longed for and welcomed, At 
first mail wes received at Congdon's Store 10 the north, then the post 
tllce was extended and set up at the Lawson dwelling place on June 
first, 1909, Me. Whiting, who was a Justice of the Pence, named the 
post office Lawsonburg’ in honor of Doctor Lawson, the Hand Hills) 
Only doctor. Mrs. Lawson was postmlstress and handled the job very 
troll, However, slong with her other duties as doctor's wile, It soon proved 
{oo much Tor her and the post office was moved to Mr. Whiting’s. In 
the years thet followed the post offie was moved several times. The 
Tocations were at the following homes: Mrs, Jane Blair, Bert Newman, 
Fred Koller, John Henderson, Mrs. C. Favell, and Mrs. F, Marlowe. 
Following that a rural mail route was started and is still in effect today. 








Lawsonburg district bossted the first church im the Hand Hills, It 
was the Epiphea Mission of the Church of England and was at the Bert 
Newman residence. [twas so there that # store was opened and 
‘operated by Fred Koller. 


In due time the number of children was increasing and it. was 
realized that a school was needed very badly in the area. Some of the 
children ‘were already going to Blair or Elmer, which were both some 
{stance away. Tt was pot until September twenty-thied, 1922, that Lawson: 
bbarg School District 4144 was established. The members of the com: 
mittee were Charlie White, R.D. Lenfesty and R. G. Homer, Mr. Homer, 
being secretary, negotiated with Bert Peirce for the sale of five acres of 
Tend to the school district on which the school was to be built. The 
location was the southeast comer of sction sivtcen, the price was twenty- 
five dollars per acre. A barn was bullt first end the earpenters lived in I 
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Jack Miller used horses to dig the basement and the school was erected 
in 1927 by carpenters from Hanns. Since the port office in the area was 
Tawsonburg the school was named likewise 


missing thie doy 





Homeward Bound-tawsonburg Scho! about 1930, 


“The teachers at Lawsonburg. were as follows: Mr. Cameron, Miss 
Alice Nelson, Miss Pat Balley, Mr, Edget, Mr. Weatherall, Miss Ella 
Halstead, Miss Mary Clerk, Miss Gladys Nelson, Miss Gladys Key, Miss 
Grace Key, Miss Lily Huddleston and Miss Susan Peters. 
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Meotbhon School, 1945—eft to rights Joan Lenfsty, Wiline 

ily Lenesty, Harald Wilson, Don Ralsbeck Bob Rat 
Geet! Grent Raabéeh,"MargarerResbeek, rank Wilson, 
Redtin lms Two: ia front are Peas! Welk” and) Mark 
Tents. 











‘The school was closed in. 190 for lack of pupils and remained closed 
until 1045, Tt was then moved two miles south and operated by the Berry 
Greek School Division under the name of MeGibbon School. Supervisors 
were Miss Julie Turkosz and Miss Shieley Ekman. ‘The qualified teachers 
that followed were: Miss Betty Solverson, Mrs, Jean Vallentgoed, and 
Mrs, Ann Clarke. The school was closed ‘again in 1951. Approval was 
sven on August twenty-ninth, 1952, 10 move the school to Hanna, 











Tn the following pages are histories on the pioneers of the district, 
complied with the help of a few oldtimers who are still here and the 
many people who sent in thele family storie, 


‘As you read through the pages please orgive any errors or omissions 
fs they ate not intentional. 


1 take this opportunity to thank all those who helped me In any way 


Joun Lenrusry 


JACK MILLER 
ay Mas, Mite axp Mums Minusn McLean 
John James (Jack) Miller was born at Keene, Ontario, in 1883 of 
Scotch descent, His grandparents came to Ontario from Scotland, Isabell 
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Brownlee and James Miller were married in 1845 and had eight children, 
the dest one a boy, William, He was married tices frst 10 Letitia 
who died when their third child was born in 1846, In 1879 William and 
Sarah Hazlett wore married and they hed five children, with Jack the 
only one living 





We are in proud possession of copies of the letters that Isabelle 
Brownlee (Miller) wrote home to Scotland before and after her merriage 
from 1843-1855. They ere the exact replicas, original spelling and 
grammar, absolutely authentic and very charming. ‘These originals are 
in possession of the Peterborough Historieal Society 








Juck was always « wonderful skater and his hockey started with 
boys’ teams, then in Norwood, Ontario 


Jack and Mel came west and staked land in the Hills in 1901, ‘They 
stayed in Calgary. that winter, Jack worked ina hardware store and 
they both played football. In 1902 Jack was on the survey crew that 
surveyed the Hand Hill. That year they built ane room on thelr land, 
‘Then in 1908 they moved out to stay and bought cate, 


Gertrude Tidsbury_was born at Carbury, Manitoba, in 1885, The 
‘Tidsburys came to Manitoba from Scotland. Dan Tidsbury was born at 
Portage Ia Prairie. He homestended around Carbury and later became 
ciel of police there, There were clever children in the Tidsbury family, 
two boys and nine girls. In 1903 they moved to Edmonton where Dan 
‘Tidsbury was chiel of police until he dled, Gertrude worked In the post 
office and in 1906 met Jack who was playing hockey for Edmonton. In 
1907 Edmonton went esit for the Stanley Cup and in 1908, on April 8, 
Jack and Gertie were marred. ‘They travelled by train to Stettler and 
from there to the Hills by buggy. 











‘The neighbors at that time were Jack Code, Trooper Newman, Pyles 
Fish Lake, Peakes at Dorothy, Fletts and Willard Marrote, In 1900 
fand "10 Jack played hockey with Renfrew Millionaires. He was very 
fine hockey player and his hockey career had many colorful experiences, 





Renfrew and Oxawa played « series of exhibition games at the St 
Nicholas rink in New York, which introduced hoekey to the United 
States, Renfrew beat Ortawa in that series, 





In J91I Jack Jr. was born and “Hay” Miller, the hockey. player, 
became Jack Miller the rancher. Jack and Gertie hed three girs, Willen 
Muriel and Marjorie who were all born and raised in the Hand Hille 
Dr. Meson from Hanna attended their births, Jack drove Dr. Mason 
Ihundreds of miles in our Model T’ which vas the first cnr in the Hill 
Tt was always referred to a8 the “Beatle.” 








Jack Jr. sterted school in Calgary then went to Elmer School. It was 
closed for @ time and he went to Hand Hills Lake School. When Willene 
started to school she and Jack went to Hand Hills Lake, Muriel also 
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started school here and Miss Peters was the teacher. In the warm weather 
wwe drove a team end buggy around the south end of the lake, through 
Jock Fairweather’ and Shoalt’s and hit the road allowance there. In the | 
winter we crossed on the ice | 


Alter Dalkieth School was built we attended it as it was much closer 
‘Then Lawsonburg School came into being and we all attended school 
there wnt Grade 8 





(Me. and Mre, Jack Miller and Willing, kan outside the Miler ranch hovte on the 
MaheadSt Hand Hil Usha in 1917, Mrs. Riller te holding "ihe money bes” 
Sntining $8200.00, proceeds from the day's Stampede, 





‘The Club House played s very important part in all our. lives. Tt 
‘was the centve Tor such yearly events as the stampede, the picnic for 
All the schools, the Christmas concerts, and wonderful pot luck suppers 
‘on Sundays in the winter. All the children would skate for awhile and 
thea play busketbell, The summer saw a change. We all attended church 
Sunday morning and stayed for ball games, From the time we were knee 
high we all went to Friday night dances at the hall. T ean close my 
‘eyes and hear the sleigh bells, As we got sleopy we were bedded down 
Ghider the counters in the kitchen until finally we got big enough to 
take part in the dancing, The Clob House saw the production of “Santa's 
Air Line”, a tremendous undertaking by Mrs. Briggs and the mothers 
Gf many of the eildren who made all the costumes, 





(One year Fred Koller rented skates and everyone roller skated in the 
hall 
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Many a herd fought basketball game was played in the Club House, 
Wonderiul times! 


I believe that Jack had the frst boys’ stampede ever held. He had 
it on his birthday and people came from as far away as the river. It was 
held at home and they had hot dogs, lemonade, ete, on a hay rack. 
Hervey Clark announced through a gramophone horn. Among the events 
wat a greased pig race, and Charlotte and Lucy Morton and Mabel Peake 
tach rode a calf; Freddie was the clown, 





Distence meant very Itile then, Jack and Willene often rode to 
‘Campbell's on the river on a Friday night end eame home Sunday night. 


Something always remembered was the year Lawsonburg, School 
competed for track honors at Craigmyle and won the shield for the most 
points, Merk Lenfesty took us all in his truck. Tt poured rain all day 
fand algo all the way home, but we won! 





in always delighted that we lived in the days of schoothouse dances, 
barn dances, box socials, hard time dances, and masquerades. Jack and 
Freddie Oakie always dressed as black boys. One year Willene made 
fa dress out of gunny sacks, jewellery out of dyed pumpkin end sunflower 
Seeds-—a really good efforeand won her first prize 


Fish Lake was a favorite spot. Everyone used to go fishing there 
with pitehforks, We have pictures of the boys frying their catch 


Mel Miller lived with the family for many years. He had « wonderful 
sense of humor and always seemed to be taking bis old car apart or 
puting it together, He was great fun when it came to reading us stories 
Or playing the violin for us, He used to make up songs about us. Marjorie, 
being the youngest, used to take a great deal of his atventon, 





We always had music at home, It was almost @ ritual to spend an 
hhour singing after supper and in later years when we were away and 
came home to visit we hed a sing-song first thing. Marjorie was the singer 
in the family, She sang in music festivals as a gle im high school and 
has a fine soprano voice, 





Priceless today are the many folk songs and ballads that Dad taught 
tas coming home on a load of hay and the wonderful sound of Mother 
singing while cooking breakfast in the morning 


Jack Miller passed away in June, 1944, Mrs. Miller rsides at Glelchen. 
All four Miller children were born at home. Jack Miller Jr, married Wanda 
Golameas: and lives at High River. Willene Clifford was bor on March 
31, 1914, and lives at Gleichen. Muriel Meleen, born on December 1, 
1918, lives in Calgary. Marjorie Ferrari, born on May 11, 1922, lives in 
the States 
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UNCLE WILLIE CALDWELL 


Jost a few lines on Uncle Willle Caldwell, known far and wide ax 
oUnale Willis”. He trailed into Canada from Nespirce, Idaho, He owned 
and operated the Exchange Livery Stable in Bassano, when Bassano was 
booming, He later lived in a log house on the Red Deer River at. the 
Routh ef Bull Pound. He and Mark Montgomery were in partnerships 
fwith cattle, but the hard winter wiped them out 


Im 1929 Johnay drove Uncle Willie and Glen House all through the 
Hand Hills, Hanna, Lonebutte arces, buying cattle 


He was often at our place. He was quite a roper in his day and was 
tealy e wonderful character. 


CARDER AND MeMURRAY 


Fred Carder and Mr, MeMurray were two very early ranchers in 
‘he Hand Hills area, They came in the year of 1906 with a large herd of 
atte, Due to the severe winter that followed they lost most of the stock 
find consequently gave up ranching, Fred Carder owned the quarter 
Section immediately south of Rex Harner’. He sold it and went to Stetler 
fn 1967 of 1908 slong with Robert Shaw. Later on there was @ Jaw firm 
in Stettler that went under the name of Shaw, Carder and Good, Mr. 
McMurray took out a homestead nearby and later sold to Alfred Est 


ERNIE ERNST 


Alfred Ernst, though everyone called him “Emie", was one of the 
first to come to this area, He worked for Robert Shaw in 1903 and later 
for Jack Miller before he purchased his own land, which was MeMurray's 
homestead. He raised purebred Hereford cattle and sheep. 


[A native of Switzerland, Ernie was known for his talent on the fiddle 
and banjo. He remained a bachelor and stayed on his farm until bis 
death in about the year 1946, 


‘THE NEWMAN STORY 
tr Mas, Nomen McRae 


‘The Newmans were born in Harthingdon, Berkshire, England. The 
three brothers, Frank, Bert and Walter, joined the army in England end 
tvere fa the South African War, Frank was with the Lord Strathcona 
Home Alter the war Frank came to Canada and “squatted” on the 
northwest side of Hend Hills Lake in 1906. When the country was sur 
eyed he obtained e homestead, Bert and Walter arrived at their brother 
Frank's “Lone Star Ranch” on February 26, 1909. Mrs. Bert Newman 
fame in April of the same spring, arriving at Bassano. She stayed at 
McLean's Sheep Ranch few days while walting for the foe t0 go ftom 
the ‘river. From there they went to Finnigan's, The men forded the 
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river with the team, but Tom Bond took Mrs. Newman sctoss in a boat 
Lunching at the Ogilvie Ranch, the party arrived at Frank's late that 
right. 








1d Mes, Frank Newman 2 theie “Lone Star Ranch in the Hand Mills, 1908. 


Fred. Finnigan came and bullt a home for Newmans, The lumber was 
hauled from Gleichen and Bassano, the tip taking five days with team, 
Overnight stopping places were Percy MeBeath’s or A. Peske’s at Dorothy. 
Groceries were brought in twloe a year from Bassano, 1 wonder how 















[Mail from Gleichen to Dovathy. Date: February 26, 1909, Temperature: 20 
degrees ‘Mecavny. "Bort and’ Walt "Newmom, parsenpart 
fended for ane 
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some of today’s brides would make out ordering enough for six months 
Dried fruit—prunes, pears, apples, ete—was ordered by the case. The 
ranchers had what they called a “beef ring”, and that’s how everyone 
hhad a supply of meat. 





10 and there was always plenty 


Land was getting quite settled by 
of company, especially bachelors on Sus 





[Newman's first plowing was done by Rudolph Shandera with a team 
of oxen and the fist wheat cop wm el ot the dye bee 1 was 


Rev, W. Sykes, a Church of England missionary, held services once 
month In the Bert Newman home. Later a house and barn were built 
fon Frank Newman's and services were held there. Five acres in the 
Southeast comer were sold to the Church of England. Tn 1916 Bert 
Newman sold out to Archie Favell and bought the church property. He 
hhauled the mail from Blai’s to Craigmyle. Later the post office was 
moved to the Bert Newman's and operated by them for four or five 
yours, Mr. and Mes, Fred Koller stayed at Bert's and opened general 
ore along side of the post office. In 1920 Mr, and Mrs. Bert Newman. 
fand family moved into Craigmyle, selling their five acres and building 
to the Kollers. 














ind Lawronburg Pest Office adjining 
ed Bi Fred Kalen buggy, 






‘The Bert Newman family is as follows: Lydston, bor on the home- 
stead with Doctor Lawson and Mrs, Beck attendings is married, has wo 
children and is an Alberta Wheat Pool agent at Elnors, Alberta. Ethel 
{vas algo born at home. She and her husband Fred Rees reside at Craig 
myle. They have three sons—Jobn, a dentist at Vietoria, Donnie Jim, 
postmaster at Craigmyle, and Kenneth working in Calgary. Ken is 
fnarred and has two children, He wes mayor of Jasper Place at the 
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time of amalgamation with Edmonton. Jennle and her husband, Glen 
Tellman of Abbotsford, British Columbie, have throe daughters. Don Is 
married end has five children. He is @ new car sales manager at General 
Supplies in Calgary. 


‘The Newman brothers are all deceased: Bert in 1923, Frank in 1965, 
and Walter in 1966. Frank's family of four git and one boy are all 
living in California. Mrs. Bert Newman remarried. She and her husband 
Norman McRae reside in Craigmyle, 

MR. AND MRS. FAVELL and two sons Jack end Archie came to 
this area from Ontario in the year 1916, They bought land from Bert 
Newman, Mr. and Mrs. Fevell went to the coast about 1980 and Jack 
went to the States. Archie stayed on the farm until 1937. He worked 
for Mark Lenfesty Se. for many years besides doing his own farming. 
Archie hauled the mail to and from Craigmyle for a few years 





MEMORIES OF ANTON ANDERSON IN HAND HILLS 1908 
‘ay Aytox ANDERSON 


My dad moved to Calgary early in 1886 and homesteaded at Shepard 
that year, 


When we kids got old enough to homestead, Father made « few 
trips looking for locations. Finally in 1907 he made strip west of 
Innisfail somewhere around where Caroline now stands. It was a fine 
winter that year, very litle snow there, and grass was good, He thought 
“this looks good” so he rushed back, sent us kids up to Innisfail to 
hhomestoad. Next year we wore all ready to move so he thought he had 
better look the siuation over before moving, It was a little wet that year 
and this day he was riding through the brush following a litle deer tral 
when all of a sudden there was a man's hat close beside the tral; he 
wondered what this was, He got off his horse, lifted the hat, there. was 
4 man’s head sticking up. Father asked, “What are you doing down 
there?” The man replied, “For goodness sake get me out of here, there 
|s-a horse and rig below mel” 











‘The muskeg. was terible in those early days in that district so that 
ended our homestesding there. 


Thad heard @ lot of stories about the Hand Hills from Johnny Ede 
His father, Pete Ea, was appointed manager of the old P. K. tench on 
the Red Deer River. A ltd farther down river from Steveville the Prince. 
Kerr Ranching Co. was established in. 1885, almost straight north of 
Brooks. They went in with a big bunch of cattle. Mr, Prince thought it 
was short grass country and that along the banks of the Red Deer River 
would be good shelter. They would not have to put up very much hay 
for feed, only possibly for the late ealves, It worked okay for a few yeats 
bbut the hard winter of 1906 was very bad. They lost almost all their 
cattle, about one thousand heed. The.P. K. then went into Montana end 
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brought in six hundred head of horses. They wintered better and during 
the Fist World War they sold light horses to the Canadian and also 
the American governments 


Pete Fale passed away and Johnny took over. He rode along with 
other big, outfits along the Red Deer River. Ogilvie Ranch, Happy Jacks 
‘George Campbell, Walter Peake, and others on their roundups all through 
the Hand Hills, he told me meny stories about the Hand Hill, There 
iyas also a neighbor of ours who lived very close to us in Calgary who 
{ves out bunting wolves in the Hand Hills in the early °80s, Joe LaRaurde, 
1 oalfbyoed who hed an accident with a muzzle loading gun and shot off 
hs hand, 








Johnny Edie retied quite a few years ago and lived in. Brooks, He 
pessed away seven or eight years ago and the people in Rrooks gave him 
eefetl cowboy funeral They put the remains In a Red River eatt leading 
St aaddle horse behind with cow boots tied to the stirrups in reverse. 


Joe Bourne, a neighbor of ours at Shepard, a veteran of the South 
Arcam War, had met Trooper Newman in the army and after that war 
Mr, Newman squatted on a plece of land in the Hand Hills shout a mile 
west of the north end of Hand Hills Lake. He found a good spring and 
Nbout the yeer 1907 the Hand Hills country was surveyed and_ Trooper 
Newman got the east half of Section 22, Township 29, Range I6 west of 
the 4th meridian. Joe Boum went up there to his place belore the survey 
fand in the year 1908 Mr, Bourne, along with Mat Brown from Sheperd, 
decided to go to the Hand Hills to Took for a location to file his South 
‘African Seript. He esked my dad to go along. Father told me he had been 

way 20, many times looking for homesteads, so he tld us kids to go 
long, I think that was in the month of June. We gathered together our 
democrat, Joc had a team with a camp outfit, we had a saddle horse 
cach, and then we started out, We left about ton o'ock in the morning 
fand got as far es the General Strange Ranch on the Bow River, six of 
Seven miles below where Careeland is now, The next day we arrived 
Dorothy on the Red Deer River, comped all night there and next day 
arrived. at ‘Trooper Newman's early in the afternoon. Perey MeBeath 
{was hen on the ferry at Dorothy. That afternoon after we got our camp 
Uip I took a short ride east, down to the Lake. Tt was really hot and 1 
laid down on my tutnmy to get a drink. Ob boy, I was so thirty! ‘The soda 
was 50 strong that I suffered for a whole day afterwards 














‘The next day, Sunday, Joe and I took a ride out west to look at 
the country. We landed up at Jack DuBols place, then about one mile 
outhwest of where the Bla School was. We rode into the yard when 
three cowboys met us, each with « gun on each hip. Goodness sakes, 
we wondered. What had we done! Just then Mr. DuBols saw us from 
the house. He eame running out and asked us to put our horses in the 
barn end come tothe house for dinner, We spent a very pleasant two 
hours with Mr, and Mrs. DuBois. Later that year Mr. DuBois was arrested 
for cattle stealing and was sentenoed t0 prison for five years. He served 


313 









































about a year and a half and was relessed alter we all signed a petition 
‘The real culprit got his, It cost hint a good many dollars for Jack DuBois 
to keep his mouth shut. We stayed in the Hills about a week, then 
travelled north through a distiet which was not yet surveyed. We struck 
that heavy gumbo land with eracks in the ground two inches wide 

"The government opened up the Hand Hills for homesteading about 
September first, 1908, You could also at that time locate your pre-emption 
Which hed to join your homestead or across the road. The Dominion 
Land Office was then located in the old. post office building on Eighth 
Avenue and First Street East, Calgary. The first day applicants were 
Tined all the way across the strct on the west side of she building end 

the length of the block. There were no automobiles in those days 
thank goodness! Some of the men had friends bring grub s0 as not 10 
Jose their places. Some even hed their beds on the sidewalk. The second 
fight one man got up and said, “It's no use to stay up here all night, e's 
take numbers, go home to bed and come back to ovr places in the morning” 
He was located about the middle of the line. We did just that. We came 
Jack next morning to find a brand new erowed with our man who had 
suggested the idea with his hand on the doorknob, However, we finally 
got through. That fall we noticed a big prairie fire in the northeast end 
‘wondered if the fire was in the Hand Hills, Sure enough it was, we 
found that out the next year when we moved in 

We moved into the Hand Hills about the middle of June, 1909, 
stopped in Gleichen and bought mowing machine and rake from Me 
A. J. Campbell, who had on implement business there st that time. By 
the way this was my wife Cora’s father. We got to the Hand Hills on 
about the fourth day which was about one hundred and thirty-five miles 
from home. Father stayed a day or two then leh for Shepard. We started 
in right away to put up hay. The big praiie fire I spoke of the year before 
just skirted Harry's homestead, The hay was good and we got up two 
hundred ton in litle over a month, besides enough for Mr, Fawin Beck, 
He had forty or fifty ton on his place, 

















When haying was Finished we went to the west side of the hills 
and cut poles for corrals, and posts for fencing 

‘The mosquitoes were really bad that year. One day I bad a whole 
loud of them over my head.They followed me into the brush and lost 
me. They lit on a branch over my head and by golly they broke the 
bally branch! ‘Then around the middle of August we left for home to 
help Pa with the harvest. It was a good year and we cleaned up the 
harvest tn record time. We then gathered the cattle end a few good 
horses to take to the homestead. It was quite a long trip for the cattle, 
‘which took us about a week or ten days. Father stayed with us for about 
4 week. One day he took a saddle horse and rode over east of the hills, 
across the Bull Pound. Here he met two travellers taking notes and sizing 
Uup the country for the federal government. They shovied him a kettle 
they hed picked up along an old tell through the middle of Sullivan Lake 
marked “HBC, 1856", 
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We carried on with building then end preparing for winter. We 
hed sheds built and a good shack. ‘The winter started in a litle early that 
year so we had to wean enlves earlier than ssual, ‘There were a few bad 
blizzards and a week before Christmas we had the worst blizzard I ever saw: 


‘There were « Jot of people in Shepard who knew we had been In the 
Hand Hills looking for land and ve gave them information. We located 
six or seven Shepard people for homesteads. ‘They Included the three 
Lenfesty boys, Sterre, Mark and Dayz Bill Whiting, Doctor Lawson, Fay 
Blanchard, Richmond Wigmore, Harold Ness, Mr. Edwin Beck and Bill 
Clatk. These men had never sen thelr homesteads until they landed 
in the Hills. Every one of them got better land than we did simply 
because the comer mounds were placed In the opposite comer than we 
baad in Shepard. 








A few weeks belore Christmas Mother sent us two big boxes of 
Christmas eats, @ big turkey, fruitcake and other things. We invited all 
these people from Shepard for Christmas dinner. ‘They all came and 
stayed for two days and cleaned up all our grub, but we sure enjoyed 
it all, They all appreciated the Christmas dinner. 


We carried on farming through good years and bad. My homestead 
was the west half of 19-29-16 about one and a half miles west of Harry 
and Martin, AS soon as we had performed our homestead duties we 
roved in together, 








‘The first post office in the Hand Hills was the Hand Hills store on 
Bob Congdon’s place—Section 4, Township 30 and north of us. Mathias 
land MeBrine pat in groceries, and Bob sure had a busy time for two 
years or more until the CNR. went through Delis, Craigmyle and Hanna, 
Te was then the only store in the country, People came for miles for 
supplies, some away east of Hanna forty or fllty miles, Perey MeBeath 
brought in the mail twice a week and the Hand Hills Store was 4 great 
plice to gather. It wes sure funny to hear some of those guys telling their 
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experiences. About 1912 oF 1013 the store closed. after the railroad got in 
‘Then we had to get another post office. George Morrison took ie on for 
‘few years. He was one mile west of the Hand Hills Store. Then after 
that disappeared Doctor Lawson got to be a busy man attending the 
Sick all over the country for miles, He gave up the post office after a 
few years end Mrs. Blair took it on for awhile. Then later Jock Henderson. 
took it on. He then lived on the old ‘Trooper Newman place, the first 
Toeation In the Hand Hills, 

“The CNR. or Goose Lake line came through in 1911 or 1912. 
Dalia, Craigmyle and Hanna were established that year. I attended the 
celebration in Henna in 1912, Hand Hills Municipality was orgentzed 
that year, Jeck Miller was the first councillor for our district. Jack carried 
tn for five of six years and then I was elected councillor for our division. 











of to riot: George Gurr, Ernie Ernt, Laster Flot, Tom MeBeth, Harry Anderson, 
ia Adri tripe Rp of Hand is Pecos 


In 1917 T volunteered with the army, went to Russia, and was home 
again in 1918. 

In 1921 I drove Colonel Eaton all over the country clectioneering, 
he was a candidate for the federal parliament. I met with a setlous 
accident in 1923, [ got eaught with a twelve orse team in. disk harrow 
fand wes laid up for two and a half years. All this time the Hand Hills 
Goaneil extended my term with the counct! and when I became partly 
back to normal they placed me in charge of assessing the municipality 
(Chireca hundred quarter sections). T worked at it all summer and part 
of 1025. 
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After the year 1925 1 more of less left the Hand Hills and only 


attended a few of the Stampedes. 





Eorron’s Nore: Anton Anderson's father also took up a. half sect 
of land in Lawsonburg. No other information was received except that 
hie did not stay very long. The depression of the dugout which he made 
fs sill visible. 








‘THE KARL BUND STORY 


ny Kant, Bun Sx, 

Both Mrs, Bund and I were bom in Austria, I in 1898. We were 
married and had one child, Karl Jr, when I decided to go to Canada. 
Gn the boat I met Fred Gates of Craigmyle. He told me about this part, 
of the counery. T stopped at St, Albert and worked there for three months 
before T came to the Craigmyle district. 1 worked for Chris Teske for 
two summers. Mrs, Bund came from the Old Country and joined me 
there, Kael Jr was ieft in Austria with his grandmother 











In the fall of 1928 we bought a quarter of land from Henry G. Smith. 
Shortly after we bought Anton Anderson's farm. I farmed with horses 
tuntil 1936. The same year our son came to Canada to us. We farmed 
with tractors then and I owned and operated a threshing outfit from 
1934 nll the Second World. Wer. 

Karl Jr. joined the army during World Wer I 

In the winter of 1949 to 1950 he went overseas for « visit. He met 
his wifesto-be there, She came out the following summer and they were 
‘marie. 

Mrs. Bund and I spent the winter of 1950 to 1951 in Austria, There 
were many battle scars, otherwise not much change, 

(Our son Kael lives nearby with his wife Ma 
four girl, Annie, Hilda, Mona and Rosemary. 


Josephine and their 





Mrs, Bund would like us to retite and move to town but F plan to 
farm as long as Tam able, Farming is in my blood, 


BILL WHITING 


Mr. Whiting came from Ireland to Canada ¢s @ baby and to the 
Shepard district in 1907. While there he operated « general siore. Upon 
heating about homesteading in the Hand Hills area he decided to try I 
He came In about 1908 or 1809. 








When the post office was extended from Congdon's 0 this area, 
Me, Whiting named it Lawsonburg, in honor of Doctor Lawson, M.D. 
suho was 4 close neighbor. Mr. Whiting was the fest postmaster in Lawson: 
burg and first Justice of the Peace for this erce 
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Tt has beon sald thar Mr, Whiting invented the “cash railway" and 
hed one at his home in the Hend Hills, Anyone who had the opportunity 
to see one in operation In one of the larger department stores will remem. 
ber the “cosh railway” ran in all directions and around comets, whereas 
the one Me. Whiting had would only go in a straight line. 








Mr. Whiting sold to John Adams in 1919 and moved to Cortez Island, 
British Columbia, where he passed away in 1929, and where his widow 
sill resides, 


THE DAY STORY 
ay Berry Brats Craprisow 


Mr. Chester Day homestead in the Hand Hills in 1900, being « 
Boor War Veteran he was granted a half section of land by South 
rican Seript 


Mr. Day and he former Miss Mary Agnes McKay were married in 
Hanna in 1910, Miss MeKay had just recently arrived from Australia, 
tnd was the step-daughter of “Dad” Wallace. ‘The Wallace place was 
later taken over by Mr. John Bell, Two sons were bom to Mr. and 
Mrs, Day in the Hand Hills, James Chester and John Reid. When war 
broke out in 1914 Mr, Day enlisted with the 49th Battalion, Alter being 
wounded he returned in 1916 but sold out and moved to East Poplar 


























River, Saskatchewan, where he farmed and raised live stock for time: 
his eattle brand being the "Fish Brand” copied from a Salt Herring. box 
seeing that Mr. Day had originelly come from the coast. 


Mr, and Mrs. Day were blesed with six more children as the years 
went by, eight in all, five boys and threo girls, all of whom are still 
living in various parts of the Dominion, ‘There are thirty-three grand: 
children and twelve great-geandchildren. 





In later years the Days lived at Calling Lake, north of Athabasca, 
where T believe they operated a small store. 


While in East Poplar Riv 
clfleer at the border post 





2, Day also eld the position as customs 


Mr. Day was indeed a very colorful pioneer of the Old West and 
1 very good neighbor, but unfortunately I do not have sufficient data 
to write his story 


JOHN ADAMS 
ny Mr. ap Mas, Jates Lawnence 

Coming. from Olympia, Washington, Mr. and Mrs. John Adams 
and five children arrived at Craigmyle, August [4, 1914, with two carloads 
‘of stock and furniture, They moved out onto the Chester Day homestead 
which they had purchased. Winter started carly that year, ‘There was 
f heavy snowstorm about October tenth, With six months of severe cold 
‘lot of eattle died due to not being acclimatized. 

‘There wes only « small house on the farm so an addition was built 
on to ft 








‘The two youngest children, Fay and Thetis, rode horseback to Blatr 
School 

Pearl, the eldest, was married before the family come out. She and 
hher husband James accompanied the family, (See James Lawrenee Story.) 





Blanche taught school five miles north of Craigmyle. In 1918 she 
‘married Ernie White who passed away in 1925 from pneumonia. Blanche 
then worked in the bank at Craigmyle and in 1926 moved to California 
where she resides. 

‘Thetis is « Wheat Pool Agent at Stettler, 


Herschel stayed on the farm for only a few years. He moved to 
Olympia, Washington, where he mate his home until his death in 1957. 


‘The Adam lived and farmed in the Hills until 1938. They moved 10 
Craigmyle and lived there for fourteen years, then they moved to East 
Coulee. Me. Adams passed away in May of 1856 at the age of elghty-thres, 
and Mrs, Adams in November, 1966, aged ninety-two years 
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‘THE HENRY BLAIR STORY 
vy Cona Ban 


Henry was born in Ontarlo, He and his family moved west and 
finelly settled near Melfort, Saskatchewan, where they lived for some 
time. ‘Then they moved west and lived on a farm six miles north of 
Craigmyle. I was born in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, moved further north 
tnd farmed in the Canora district, 


In 1925 T came to Alberta and taught the Orlando School in the 
Craigmyle rea for two yeurs and the Surprise School for another two 
years. Henry and I were married in 1928 and bought the Morrow fam 
‘neat Craigmyle where we lived for ten years, In 1938 we moved to Mr. 
John Adams’ farm in the Hand Hills and spent two summers end one 
winter there 


‘The happlest days of my life were spent in the Hand Hills even 
though T did not get out and mingle with the neighbors. This seemed 
Impossible as we had no car and we were very busy. We now had four 
boys—Bobbie, Kenneth, Archle and Jim. My only outing was the Hand 
Hills Stampede when’ neighbors kindly tok us there. One thing I 
remember was the friendliness of the people and I would like to have 
hhad more opportunity to know them, 


In the fall of 1940 we bought an irrigation farm six miles from Picture 
Butte, Alberta, and there we lived for twenty-five years. We grew sugar 
beets the first few years we were there. Later, on account of sickness, we 
hhad to discontinue the sugar beets and grow only grain. 


Henry's health began to fail and the last few years he was only able 
to work part time, He pased away in June of 1965, Jim and T stayed 
on the farm for two years, then sold out and moved 10 Picture Butte 


MR. AND MRS. BOB SLOAN came from north of Delia with three 
of their children and rented Jobn Adams farm, This was shortly after 
the Blair left. They only stayed three or four years but made many new 
frends while they were here. From here they moved to a farm west of 
Hanna. It was nice to meet the Sloans on the street es they were always 
anxious end heppy to visit awhile. Me. Sloan passed away in Calgary « 
few years ago. Mrs, Sloan sill resides in Calgary 





LEONARD MOENCH then purchased the Adams’ farm. Late in 
1845 Fdic and Annie Moench, newlyweds, moved onto the place. They, 
too, only stayed four or five yeas. After that they moved onto the Milligan 
form. The house was vacant for several years until Willred and Hughina 
Moonch came in 1956. They had one child. then—Kima, Since then they 
have made many Improvements—a new barn was moved in, and also a 
big house. They have also had additions tothe family, Dale, Robin, Dery, 
Shannon, and Shane, Six boys—what a lovely family! 


320 








nd 
of 
rth 


the 
Mr 


ned 
nd 


tn 
an 


mys 


‘THE LENFESTY STORY 

William “Grandpa” Lenfesty was born in Perer District, Gaspé 
Peninsula, January 1, 1853, being the second youngest of family of 
ight. His parents came to easter Canada from the Orkney Islands. 
Leaving home when he was only eleven years he got a job eazrying nitro 
tlyeerine, He said the man who showed him how to handle it accidentally 
bumped a tiny container on a rock and lost his hand. Grandpa said, “T 
sure knew then that [had to be very careful with che stuff” 


Although he was a stonecutter by trade, “Grandpa” worked at quite 
1 number of jobs. On one of his trips as a driver of a food wagon carrying. 
flour, silt beans and pork in the Riel Rebellion, he had his first encounter 
‘with the Indians. He said, “The Indians had alivays been friendly before, 
but this time they were very hostle. I felt @ ping in the forehead and 
there was an arrow sticking in my brow”, ‘The sear remeined with him 
1s long as he lived 





He was married to Annie Young at Chalk River and later moved to 
North Bay, Ontario, where he worked in a sawmill et Bonnifeld. He then 
‘got a Job on the Grand Trunk Railway where he leemed to operate a 
steam shovel and later joined the C-P.R. as a steam shovel operator. He 
‘operated the steam shovel for «wenty-five years. 


Coming west with the railroad in 1902 he took up « homestead at 
Shepard, bringing his wife and five of his seven children. These were 
Sterrie, Mark, Day, Elsie and Stella. In 1908 the thrce sons came to the 
Hand Hills 10 look for homesteads, Sterrie and Mark took up a quarter 
section each and later « pre-emption exch, While proving up their home- 
steeds. they worked out, grading in the Spillimacheen Valley, British 
Columbia, the Bassano Dam, and on the Grand ‘Trunk Reilway in 
Saskatchewan. 


“Grandpa” got a homestead in 1909 snd Day the following year, 
although still under age. In 1910 “Grandpa”, “Grandma” and the 1wo 
girls came out to the Hand His, Stella and’ her mother and dad rode 
fon the rack loaded with furniture and personal elfects and drawn by four 
hhorses. Elsie and Day rode horses all the way herding, several head of 
hhorses and cattle. The journey lasted about a week. They forded 
river at Dorothy, camping ovemight on the south side of Fish Lake 
Dead ‘ish were piled around the shore and the stench will never be 
forgotten. The trip from there to Sterie’s homestead lasted the whole day 
on account of rain, The trals were very bad. 

‘The family lived in Sterrie’s sod shack until after the big prairie 
fire fn 1911. Only one big haystack was saved by backfiring, ‘The sod 
shack began to Teak very badly so a frame house was built. Later a 
hhouse and barn were built by Witty brothers on Mark's homestead and 
the entire family lived in Ic and operated as Lenfesty Brothers. The house 
and barn ate stll standing, 
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Lenesty, Sterne. Lente 





STERRIE HUNT LENFESTY was bon near Detroit, Michigan, 
{n1886, He was the oldest of the five children that came west 
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‘On & dusiness trip 10 Winnipeg in 1918 he met and married Duleie 
ingrote. They moved back to this area and lived on the MeAllister- 
Thomson quarter which was porchesed by the Lenfesty Brothers. In 
1927 the house was moved down to Sterrc’s homestead. Twenty heed of 
horses were used to pull it. Due to health reasons most of the farming 
was done with the help of hired men until the boys were old enough to 
doit 








“Grandpa” lived with Sterrie and family for the last few years of 
his lie. Although his body was feeble and tired from a long life of hard 
work, his mind and temper were sharp as e whistle. He passed away at 
the age of ninety years, “Grandma” Lenfesty predeceased him in 1914 


Sterrie's family is as follows: Raymond, the eldest, had his heart 
set on ranching. He struck out for cate country in Beitsh Columbia 
tand worked for the Douglas Lake Cattle Company and went from there 
toa sawmill. He, his wife Barbara and daughter Lillian, live in Merritt, 
British Columbia, where Raymond Is foreman of the Nicola Lake Sawmill 





Trone is married and has two children. She also has two grand: 
chlldten, and lives In Edmonton. 

Douglas has taken over the home farm, He Is married and has «wo 
children, Wayne and Corrine. 

Sterrie Lenfesty was killed ine traffic accident in Manitoba in 
1949, Mrs, Lenfsty lives with her deughter in Edmonton, 

STELLA LENFESTY, better known as “Babe” because she was the 
youngest of the family, was born in the year 1900 at North Bay, Ontario. 
She remembers the tip from Shepard 10 the Hand Hills, the sod hovse 
and the prairie fire 





On a wip to Winnipeg she met Laurence Joteph Ringrose and they 
were married In 1919. In 1920 they came to the Hand Hills, bought 

randpa” Lenfesty’s pre-emption and settled there. Laurence, being 
1 carpenter by trade, built many buildings and dwellings in the district 
He also played the violin heving taken lessons in England. 

Al the farming was done by horses, Babe and the three girls rode 
everywhere, In fact Babe will sil go for a ride If given « chance. 

Three girls were born to this marriage: Muriel, (Mrs, Frank Chamey), 
widowed, has two children, two grandchildren and lives in Vancouver, 
Agnes, (Mrs. Don Notell), has to childzen and is residing in Calgary, 
Ella, (Mrs. Lloyd Bixby), has dhree children, four grandchildeen and lives 
in Drumheller, 

Due to ill health Mr. and Mrs. Ringrose sold thelr farm to Douglas 
Lenfesty and moved to Newcastle in 1959. They have leamed 10 cope 
with elty life but their hearts will always be with the Hand Hil, 

ELSIE LENFESTY married next—see Martin Story 
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ROY “DAY” LENFESTY was bom at North Bay, Ontario, in 
1804. He attended school at Shepard. Alter leaving school he worked for 
his father on the farm and later hauled hey for Pat Burns. In 1908 he 
went to work with his brothers at Basseno. After proving up hls home- 
Head in 1910 he went to work at the Horse Track Ranch riding in the 
Spring and fall and putting up hay in the summer, In the winter he 
hauled feed to the cattle and horses. 

Day was one of the participants at the first stampede at Miller's 
Ranch in 1917. Entering for quite a number of years he won some of 
the prizes for riding bucking horses and steers. 

‘One of the original shareholders and board members of the Hand 
Hills Club House, he also helped to form the Lawsonburg School Distriet 
and acted as trustee, He was oso a road foreman for a number of yea 














‘he Day Lenfosty Family—1942 


Day end Madge Preston were married in 1928 ‘They had four 
children: Billy, Joan, Mark and Roy. Billy and Roy predeceased their 
father. Joan married Don Jones. They have five children and live at 
Strathmore, Alberta, Mark Jr. remains on his father’s farm with his 
wile, Rosanna, and thelr five children 


Day was 4 good supporter of sports, school and Club House aetvities 
until il health prevented him from doing so. His demise came on April 
29, 1958, after a shore illness. Madge lives with her son Mark and family 


‘To complete this story, one must mention Freddie Preston, a hired 
san. who bas been with the Day Lenfestys since June Ist, 1949. A very 
food men with cattle and horses, Fred is always ready, able and willing 
to do his share of work, anywhere and anytime. He is always ready t0 
Tisten to a good tall tale and always prepared to dish one out in return, 
(CThe Preston Story can be found in the Hand Hills Lake District.) 
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MARK LENFESTY (SR.), bom at North Bay, Ontario, in 1889, 
came west in’ 1902 and homesteaded in 1908, After the mother passed 
away and Sterie, Bebe, Elsie and Day married end moved out on their 
‘own places, Mark was left alone and remained single. He was free to 
come and go as he plessed, Sometimes he lived with Day and his family, 
land other times he batched. 

But he farmed his own land until ill health prevented it, He then 
farmed with the help of hired hands and finally ad to rent it out. Mark 
is one of the very few who sUll owns his homestead, He makes his home 
with his nephew, Mark Jr, and family 














A TRIP TO THE HAND HILLS—1908 


‘On October 9, 1908, we camped at the north side of Knee Hill Creek, 
rear Carbon, ‘That evening we had two visitors—a Jack Morgan whose 
tim was to travel with us and the other who invited us to the Grand Ball 
jn the big new bam on Carbon's Main Suet. Frank bought a pair of 
“Peuliless” overalls and Billy and I had the nerve to attend dressed as 
wwe were, There were many charming faces at the dance which we will 
Tong remember-—two lovely ladies in particular for Billy and me. 





[Next day we travelled to Sam Wigmore's Ferry. Here we experienced 
cour first ferry crossing. The climb up the east bank of the Red Deer 
River was the hardest we had ever experienced. Our “Rex” horse became 
winded and sterted backing down with mate in the same motion. Robert 
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fand I put our shoulder to the rear wheel and saved the wagon from 
going down a one hurudred and fifty fot ravine. We unhitched the other 
team and by coupling up the two teams we eventually reached the top. 
Here burt out praire greeted us for twenty miles, 


“That night we stopped with an English family (Marsdens) who had 
just arrived from Yorkshire. The mother was a widow with eight sons 
and one young daughter. The sons and mother all had homesteads. The 
mother and daughter were awfully homesick here on the lonely prairie, 
longing for their home of luxury and comfort in England, Robert and 1 
spent a very enjoyable evening at their homte and they sang Old Country 
songs. It was like « night in London, 








In the moming we had to drive to Mr, Savage's ranch—e distance of 
four miles—to water our horses. We met him on. the tail and he gave 
us much encouragement about the land south and east of Parslow's andl 
Hamilton's lease. After watering our horses end lunching we drove on 
to the Hand Hills end what a wonderful change from burnt prairie. Here 
the hills were raised up about four hundred to five hundred feet above 
the level of surrounding land with springs and brooks running every which 

‘Trees were plentiful and cattle and horses were grazing here end 
to give the woods « Lite life 





That evening we camped on the west side of the Hand Hills at 
Mr. DuBois’ Ranch which was seven miles southwest of the Hand Hills 
Store, Here Billy had such a good rest we hed to call him twice. Mrs 
DuBois gave us lots of good milk and we breaklasted on oatmeal porridge 
and currant bread. Here our outfit split and we—Billy, Robert and I—Wwent 
down the east side of the Hand Hills to MeGowan’s Ranch, Mrs, Me 
Gowan, a mountaineering woman who had ridden the range in wo 
countries, told us that “greener pastures over the bill” epplied eruly to 
persons seeking land. She herself had been told about the Great Peace 
River but preferred the beautiful Hand Hills, She perssaded us to tum 
back west to Calgery again, We took the trail to Bill Ogilvie’s Ranch 
and lunched with them and then on to the south end of Fish Lake and 
passed Hamilton's and Parsiow's Ranch, That night, October 14, 104 
‘we camped with a Mr. and Mrs. Kelly, « most kind and generous couple, 
who welcomed us to their barn, parlor, kitchen and pantry. A terrific 
Wind exme up and we could see a terrible fire raging on the south side 
of the Red Deer River 

















Eight o'clock the next morning we left the kindly Kellys. On our 
westerly tral Billy shot two prairie chicken and a badger. The moming 
became cloudy, foggy and almost 2 rain and somehow we missed our 
crossing. At last we followed a tril leading t0 a spring deep in the hills, 
Te was misty dusk and I told the boys only the “Lord knew where we 
were”, We camped and to make matters more dismal the coyotes started 
to howl We managed to get a big bonfire going and cooked our prairie 
chicken and some boiled potatoes. Billy skinned his badger and Robert 
told us that when the coyotes howled there were no Indians about— 
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Myself, I would have been pleased to have scen a Dusky Red Skin if he 
could have told us which way was west, We went to bed hoping for a 
Sunshiny day. Morning eame and more fog and mist. Each thought north = 
different way. T wandered about, crossed the bog, climbed a miniature 
‘ountain, saw a shack in the distance but when I arrived it was vacate, 
Disappointed, I wandered back—there waving their caps, shouting and 
jumping, wete Billy and Robert. T thought they hed goed news about 
ditections—but they were glad t0 see me because they thought T had lost 
myself on the prairie on top of the hills, I gave my sad report and sat 
down on the wagon tongue and pulled my socks off and wrung the prairie 
lew out of them, I could have shed equally as many tears only the 
thoughts of the Ieughter of the boys saved me, We lunched briefly and 
Started on the trail drifting much like cattle before a blizard. 1 dozed 
fff and then awakened and thought I was talking in my sleep. A stutiering 
man (George Wiekenden) was trying to give Robert the directions to 
Calgary, We eventually understood that ina few miles, after going 
down & gap similar to the Kicking Horse Pass we would again be at 
the Red Deer River where « ferry would ttke us across—the present site 
of the Cambrian Bridge. Needles to say we thanked him for this good 

‘The “I” in this true story was Ezra Sands, who returned with his 


wife Buda in 1911, t0 live where “Only the Lord Knew Where We Were” 
UI April, 1947, when he passed evay 





NORMAN 1 


Norman Tsley, a bachelor, came from Nova Scotia and homesteaded 
in this area. He proved up on it, a5 required, and moved to Edmonton 
but Tet his taxes go in arrears and consequently his land was up for sale. 
Alf Keay took possession of i through proper means 
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A.C KEAY 
ay A.C. Keay 

‘Thinking brings back many incidents and experiences of my shy: 
three years in Canada, most of them here in the Hand Hills. 

‘Times were hard at home in Scotland in 1903, My older brother Jim 
decided to go to Caneda, “the land of opportunity”, and so he left our 
hhome in Lockee, Scotland, and set sail for Canada. 

In 1905 Jim sent for me and although Twas not quite sixteen I let 
Scotland and joined him. He was working on « farm near Wawancss, 
Manitoba, then, We joined a survey party at Swift Current in 1907. We 
also took out a homestead eighty of ninely miles north of Swift Current 
‘We did not prove up on it as we did not stay three years, so we abandoned 








We followed the survey party into Alberta. I remember driving up 
from Gleichen with wagon, « team of cayuses and a saddle horse. We 
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crossed the government ferry at Dorothy and drove towards Peake's Ranch, 
‘The land had been surveyed into townships previously and we were to 
mark off the sections. We drove to Peake's and asked where the township 
pins were located 


As we surveyed towards Mark Montgomery’ I remember him 
standing and watching uneasily. Tt looked as thovgh the survey line 
‘would go right through the middle of his house. He breathed a sigh of 
| Felle a8 the line missed hie house by just about six feet, 


The party camped at Fish Lake that night, As we came over the 
hull where the bridge is now, the saskatoons were hanging in bunches like 
‘grapes, Tean still remember how tasty and tefteshing they were 





‘Our party surveyed ranges fourteen and fifteen and quit about ten 
miles southwest of Hanna, One hole about two fect square and from | 
tighten to twenty-four Inches deep was dug in each comer of @ section, 

This was marked by an iron stake two feet long, driven one end one-half 

feet into the ground. On this stake were engraved the numbers of the 

township, section, range and meridian. Many of these markers ean sill 

be found today, especially on unbroken grass land 











While surveying out on the Bull Pound flat, the ground was s0 





| har hat tok bal dy to dg ove ol sing spade en pk. ated 
i i asa picket man and walked ahead with a flag. When we came to a 

dng family walled wccad One tay tet bar ad “Sey Seay 
| ores wune de peg ound ll Une donghn You'll just haw 2 


I 0 through them”. After that T waded across the sloughs. If the water 
I got too deep I had no trouble, I was a good swimmer. One time the 

boss was out in front and we were coming to a big slough. watched and 
thought to myself, “I wonder what the boss will do?” He stopped, looked 
it over—and walked around, 


‘We surveyed east of the Hand Hills Lake. I remember coming up 
through the Benedict Gap, down throug the valley and past where Eime 
School is now. It was a beautiful clear day and it looked so nice with the 
lake and the bills. 


‘One night we were cemped about ten miles from Gleichen, A 
rancher on his way to Glelehen notioed our fire and eame over to introduce 
himself, He was George Gowan. He invited us to stop in at his place 
iF we were ever near his ranch. Several weeks later he again visited ovr \ 
camp to see how we were geting along, He happened to mention that 
hae would be needing extra help for haying. If any of us needed a job after 
surveying was done he could sure use us, We asked how much he was 
paying. “Thirty dollars « month.” Ax we were now only receiving twenty- 
five we decided to ask the boss for a raise. He got quite angry at the 
| suggestion 30 we quit and went 19 work for George, on, as he was nick: 
named, “Shirt-Tall Lucy”. This name came about when George was 
working as a rider for Hyde's Tree Foil Ranch. One day he was riding 
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by 4 herd of two or three hundred head of horses. The stallion of the 
herd chased him and managed to grab George by the back of the shitt 
nearly tearing it off his back, Hence the name "Shirt-Tail Lucy”. 

While I worked for Gowan I used to ride the couple of miles up 
to George Black's to get my hair cut. One time after cutting my hair he 
said, "Now, Alf, you ean cut mine”. I replied, “T've never cut anyone’ 
hair in my life, but George said, “Well, you'll never learn any younger” 
Te given quite «few haircuts since that day. 








TThe ranchers used to havl their supplies from Gleichen and Bassano, 
and then from Stettler. They hauled a sixemonth supply at a time with 
ft wagon and a two- oF four-horse team. I was on the first tip to Stet 
for the Gowen Ranch, We went with two wagons, one bringing back 
f load of vats. I recall meeting Tommy Chapman. He was the ook on 
2 round-up wagon, [also met Bob Congdon there. 

Jim and I fled on adjoining homesteads in 1908, My homestead is 
row the ste of the new Elmer School. 





Bob Congdon started up a store and a post offfce sbout that sime. 

Te was a branch of « Stetler firm by the name of Mathias and McBride. 

Bob sed to send Mrs. Congdon down to get me whenever he needed 

texte help at the store. He had quite « business as people eame forty and 
ay miles for supplies, 





‘One day Jim and I were talking to “Trooper” Newman and he 
mentioned he was thinking of selling out. “I would sure like to see you 
two boys buy it If you can dig up a thousand dollars as e down payment, 
its yours”, he ssid. Somehow we managed to come up with the money 
tnd, for about twenty-one hundred dollars we became owners of the half 
fection of lend and all the buildings. ‘That is quite « difference compared 
to today's prices, 





Leaving John Henderson to look alter dhings, Jim and 1 went to 
Calgary and enlisted in the army in Jenuary, 1915. We were assigned 
to the twenty-seventh battalion. It was fa the fighting In France that 
Jim was killed T was wounded in the battle of Vimy Ridge, near the 
futslirts of the litle village of Lens on what was called “Hill Seventy”. 
My wounds were on my face and hand, and after being hospitalized in 
France I was sent back to England and home. Arriving home in January 
‘of 1919, I remember the community had started to build the Hand Hills 
‘Cleb House. 


My mother, sister Betsy and brother John came out to join me in 
1921, Th 1928 T sent to Scotland for my wife-to-be. I met her at Montreal 
where we were married, When she landed on Canadian soll and saw and 
heard all the Frenchmen, everything looked so foreiga to her, she would 
have willingly gotten om the boat and heuded beck 10 Scotland. 




















In 1929 om a bitterly cold day in December when it was about thiey 
five below, the first of our family decided it was time to arrive, Dora 
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MeLeen was sent for and also Doctor Hix from Craigmyle, Mrs, MeLean 
made it in tlme but the doctor didn't. By the time he came, much to 
everyone's surprise, not one, but two baby girls had arrived. Unfortunately 
the baby we named Dora was not strong enough to survive more than 
few days. 








ly Fox farm inthe Hand Hil 


About 1994 I went into partnership with W, R, Sandereock in the 
business of raising silver fox. It wes, I believe, the only fox farm in the 
Hand Hills. It was lots of work. The foxes had to be fed morning and 
evening with ground horse meat, special fox meat and biscuits, In the 
fall all except the breeding stock had to be killed, skinned, pelts stretched, 
seraped and sold. Many of them became favorites and it was very hard 
to part with them. The vixen had six or seven pups each In the spring 
of the year, If, when the pups were young, they were disturbed. by 
strangers or something else, they were liable to tum on the pups and 
cat them, 


entered some of the best foxes in the Royal Winter Fair at Toronto. 
“The first year we won a second ribbon and the second year we entered, 
took a first ribbon 


When World War II broke out I joined the Veterans’ Guard in 
‘August and had until March to dispose of the foxes, Most of the fox 


pens were sold to neighbors and at some farms around you can still sce 
these pens being used for chickens 


At one time I had over one hundred foxes 

Twas in the Veterans’ Guard for two years and eleven months, I 
guarded German_prisoners-of-wer at Medicine Hat, Lethbridge and 
several points in British Columbia 
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We—Betsy, John, Ma, the childgen and I-moved to Hanna in 
1950 where we sll make our home, John passed away in 1958. 


‘Our daughter, Jean, matried Jack McDonald and lives om the ‘Tom 
Clark homestead, ‘They have two daughters, Linda and Lyla, and two 
fons, Larry end Dean, Our son James is 2 gasftter and plumber and 
her a wide-ranging busines in the Hanne distr. He has installed 
waterworks in a large number of homes in the Hand Hills where he 
jets a lot of satisfaction of working-among. people with whom he was 
frised, ‘The youngest daughter, Irene, %s married to Al Adkinson and 
they live in Hanna with their two young daughters, Lorie and Debbie. 








[And so we can look back on a life of happy memories and most of 
them in the Hand Hills 


JOCK HENDERSON 


Jock Henderson left Scotland in May of 1912, arrived at Bassano 
and then Dorothy. He eaught a ride with the meil carrier from Dorothy 
to George Morrison's Post Ofce, where Alf Keay met him with a team 
fand wagon and drove him to his homestead. Jock stayed with the Keay’s 
‘over winter and in the spring of 1913 went working for Jim Kinninmonth 
for three months. His wages were twenty dollars a month 





(One day when Jock happened to be alone, two riders pasted through 
with e bunch of horses. Thinking nothing of it Jock let the incident pass. 
The next day two Mounties arrived looking for the horsemen; and on 
the following day, the Mounties returned, along with them were the two 
horsemen —as prisoners, Tt seems they were rusders. The RCMP. came 
round three or four times that year—just checking 








‘That fall Jock went to Frank Newman's to help with haying and 
fended up working there for three years, 


Riding was a great pastime in those days and Jock was one who 
enjoyed it On a few occasions he and the horse parted company very 
‘quickly, especially when the horse decided to stop and Jock didn't. 





He found other animals uncooperative also. Calves, at branding 
time, for instance, At the sudden thrust of @ hot iron on its hide, a call 
decided to get fee, causing the man to let go of its hind legs. Poor Jock, 
who wes holding the head, ended up under the calf, the other helpers 
piling on top. 








One time while raking hay, his team ran away, Jock was throw 
to the ground and raked up along with the lay. Lucky for him the rake 
hit a badger hole, overturned, and Jock rolled free 





‘Then there was the time Jock went to fill a Kerosene lamp, only 
to be stopped abruptly by the boss—he was going to fill it with whiskey 
For some reason oF other, he never saw that Jug agsin, 


331 

















_————— 


When King Morton went to Munson to be marred, Jock stayed 10 
look after the horses, When the bride and groom returned Jock had | 
cooked thelr wedding supper of potatoes and eggs. ‘The bride brought 
fout a ean of marmalade for dessert 
i Jock tended to the Keay holdings while Alf and Jim went to the war, 
In 1919 he returned to Scotland and was married, He and his bride 
retumed to the Hand Hills inthe fall and lived in a one-roomed house 
im Al? yard until they moved onto thelr own quarter which was pur~ 
chased from All 


aeecoual 








| | Me and Mra deck Henderion 
Besides farming Jock worked out on threshing outfs. He hauled 
snail from Fevell's Post Office to Cralgmyle twice « week end missed 
i only three or four times in four years, Pay was five dollars per month 
HI for looking after the post office and thirty-three dollars per month for 





hhauling mail, He also hauled cream, eggs end groceries. The trip was 
1 four hours each way and if the mail carier was as much as five minutes 
IH Tate he got a letter from the postal inspector, Mail day was a day to 

which everyone looked forward, all the neighbors used to gather and sit 
and wait for the mailman to artive, 





Mrs. Henderson pessed away in 1949, Having no family, life was 
very lonely for Jock. He worked for Tom Clark for three years and then 
decided to move to Hanna, In 1964 he took a much needed holiday—three 
‘months in Scotland. He still makes his home in Hanna, 





He sold his farm to Jim Keay who, in turn, rented it fo Albert Moench i 


[At the time ofthis printing Jock is once again on holiday In Scotland. 


REGINALD HORNER 
ay R. Hoawen | 
1, Reginald Homer, was born in 1883 at Exeter, Devon County, 
England, where my father wes a minister of the Church of England. 
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I received my ently education at home under the tutelage of my father, 
then went to boarding school at St. John’s College, Leatherhead, in the 
County of Surrey for sk years after which T went to St. Helen’s Boarding 
School in Dublin, feland 


In September of 1901, at the age of eighteen, 1 joined the South 
Arian Defense Corps, in’ which [ served until peace was declared 0 
June Ist, 1902. My military duties during this period of che war were 
Inontly in the trenches around the town, also guarding prisoners and 
Variogs parades end drills, ‘The town was strictly under martial law 
uring dhis ime, with a British colonel in supreme command of all forces, 
both sulltary and civilian. On one oceasion I was sent by the Commanding. 
Officer at Burgherstorp to the commandant at a neighboring town of 
Steynsburg carrying dispatches and of course brought dispatches buck. 


After this war I joined the Standard Bank of South Africa at 
Burghersdorp where I remained until 1906 when the bank transferred 
tne to their branch at Bloemfontein, the former capital of Orange Free 
State, which had been annexed by the British. T remained dhere until 
1909'when I, and a friend in the same bank, resigned. We, Fred. Koller 
fand myself, having. heard of the free offer of three hundred and twenty 
ures of farm land in Canada, decided to emigrate 10 Canada and inves- 
tigate. Actually we were on “home leave” (on half pay) from the bank 
which was granted to all employees of the bank after eight years service. 
T first went to visit my sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Kelly, who were then ranching at Litle Fish Lake. 
































“The previous year (1908) this part of Alberta was opened by the 
government. for bomesteading; and instead of retuming to the Old 
Country, T homestcaded, T improved on it until the year 1914 when the 
Fist World War broke out. Leaving Harold Kelly in charge of my farm, 
T enlisted inthe Canadien Army at Henne. ‘Two weeks in Calgary 
two months In Quebec, and we were sent to England with the Fist 
Canedion Contingent of some dhiety-rwo thousand men. After two months 
fm England I was sent t0 the fighting lines in. Prance. From then on 
T ought with the famous Tenth Cansdian Battalion. This battalion was 
often, mentioned in the news and acquired an outstanding reputation 
fs a fighting unit 

In 1915 this battalion was heavily engaged in the second battle of 
Ypres in Belgium. Twas unfortunate enough to be esptured and taken 
prisoner along with other comrades. From thea until 1918 T was moved 
fo nine different prisoner-of-war camps throughout Germany. Some of 
these camps were terrible. Food was very scarce and towards the end of 
the wer the Canadian prisoners were fed only turnip soup. Only. the 
food parcels which were sent by the Red Cross kept the men alive. Two 
purcels of eanned food and four parcels of bread were sent monthly to 
teach prisoner. 

















For a time some of the prisoners were taken 10 a farm to work 
At night wwe were shut up in'a room with bars on the windows, One 
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night T discovered that one of the screws which secured one of the bars 
was loose. T managed 10 pull it out. After cutting about three inches off, 
T again inserted it in the hole, making it look as though the ber as 
sill secure. T told a fellow prisoner about this and we decided to escape 








Alter saving food and hiding it in our mattresses for two or th 
weeks we carried out our plan to escape from the farm, During the night 
wwe headed for the Dutch border and freedom, During the day we hid 
and rested, Keeping a sharp lookout for the German soldiers who were 
scouring the countryside for us, 








One day we carefully watched a bridge over which we hed to cross. 
Alter dark we decided it was safe and dashed towards it neerly running 
{nto a German sentry. We managed to scurry down the bank and luckily 
for us the sentry decided it had’ probably been dogs that he had heard. 

‘On another dey when we were hiding in the woods, we spotted « 
German farmer with « gun and doge approaching, This’ time for sure 
wwe would be caught! One of the dogs came diretly towards ust I leened 
over, picked up a stone and the dog scurried away. ‘The farmer dida’'t 
notice anything unusial and continued on his way. 








Alter nine days and nine nights and only nine miles from the 
Dutch border we were recaptured, As punishment for this. attempted 
scape we were put ina dark bare cell and were given only bread and 
water for two weeks. Not even the comfort of a blanket was forthcoming. 
Nothing but the bare floor for « bed. ‘Those were the best two weeks 
Tever spent in Germany, lots of rest and nothing to do. 
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One day « guard with a rifle and bayonet walked into the ut and 
called for me and a number of other prisoners, No one seemed to know 
She reason. Maybe we were going to be shott After many days of travelling 
Gnd uncertainty we finally found out that we were going to Holland 
to be exchanged for German prisoners-of-wat, 

[After about a year in Holland the war ended and we were shipped 
back to Fngland. I arrived back in Canada in the spring of 1919. Canada 
fire looked good! Ror services rendered to my country T received three 
Medals: the Mona Star, the General Service Medal and the Victory Medal 

In 1926 I martied Miss Mary Turmbull who had come to the district 
on a visit from England to a former school friend, Mrs. White, I farmed 
‘yith varying, suocess, ably assisted by my wife, until the fall of 1954 
When we sold out to Walter Radke; after which we came to live in White 
Rock, British Columbia, where we are stil enjoying retirement, 


‘THE HAND HILLS DOCTOR 
sy Eveen Lawsox 
Early one cold morning in March, 1909, my father, Dr. Elston H. 
Lawson, accompanied by his wile Lillie end daughter Evelyn, pulled out 
Of Bassano, Alberta, and headed almost due north, Our destination was 
the ferry crossing of Dorothy, situated on the banks of the Red Deer 
River about twenty-five miles away. 





With us were two other families and an English bachelor. ‘Three 
heavily londed wagons, each drawn by a team of horses, all rented from 
the loeal livery stable, and a Blackfoot Indian guide comprised our small 


Although there were no roads to follow, progress was good but 
somewhat bumpy, due 10 the fact that the ground was sill frazen and 
vey litde snow remained to act @6 a cushion. Later that moming 
Init sized herd of antelope was sighted, but no evidence of humans any~ 
‘where. We came upon the river quite suddenly it seemed. The sheer banks 
‘lead through the level terrain making them diffiealt'1o see from any 
distance, especially 10 novices, (And that we surely were.) However, our 
fpulde had been competent and directly below us, but on the opposite 
Book nesid the pat lice af Dorothy pit gene oe, sable, shes 
and litte ese 


‘Our next problem was just how to reach the other side for the banks 
of the river appeared much too stoep and high for sale transportation 
fand the very nerrow trail leading down the almost perpendicular bank 
fcemed quite inadequate! Much work had to be done on this very rough. 
find narrow tril before the combined efforts of the four men finally 
foceeded in safely getting everything lowered to the level ledge below 
fand the camp set up once more, This spot was to be our home for much 
Tonger than hat at first been anticipated. Mr. McBeath, the ferry operator, 
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storekeeper and postmaster of Dorothy, advised our men not to attempt 
the crossing of river ice as there were signs of an early “break-up”, and 
‘await until the river cleared was strongly suggested, This was reluctantly 
agreed upon, 





‘Two weeks were t0 pass before the now swilly flowing river was 
‘eared of ice, But the troubles that had been plaguing us were not over 
yet, for we were now informed that the pull-erry that we ad been 
depending on to take vs across, had been damaged by the lee and could 
rnot be pitt Into use for some time. This news was quite a blow but the 
‘men were not giving up easily end upon scouting around they discovered 
‘small row boat, ten oF twelve feet long, and they decided to use it to 
ferry all our combined belongings across, This meant « lot of extra work 
as everything had to be reduced to small quantiles, specially the wagons, 
the wheels of which were to be taken across one at a time! Therefore, 
fone bright morning late in March, an easly start was made and alter an 
all day endeavor everything that made up the small caravan, including 
the horses, was safely deposited on the opposite bank. The latter posed 
the greatest problem for they had to be led one at a time behind the 
small boat, not without considerable reluctance, and forced. to. swim 
the extremely cold and fast moving water. It was almost a miracle that 








he river at Dorothy March, 1909. Dr. . H. Lawson (back: 
‘round, sigh Mrs Lawson in fur hat and feck 





all went well and without @ mishap of any Kind. Camp was set up that 
night nround « huge bonfire built to kelp dry off the very chilled animals, 
both humans and beasts. I was given the chore of Keeping one of the 
large horses on the move as he had a very swollen leg, a disease called 
“hig leg", (I guess for want of a better name), and it was feered there 
might be some sort of complications as s result of his enforced swim, 
but nothing of the sort happened, 








During our long wait at the river our Indian guide hed given up 
tnd gone home, so now Dad undertook © direct the party. Next morning 
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fs soon as all could be reassembled, we once more headed almost due 
north with Dad leading the way. By this time the frost was coming out 
OF the ground and eare had to be taken to avoid any water holes or puddles, 
for alter getting stuck once we soon found out that these were not as 
fnnocent as they looked, 


Our goal was the northwest quarter of Section 7, ‘Township 
Range 16, and this was reached early the next morning and became 
address for the next four and one-half years 





Dad was very pleased with what he found for he, like the others 
had filed sight unseen on the homestead, and had no idea just what to 
expect. The partly flat, partly rolling terrain, with what later proved 
to be & never-ailing spring loested on the northeast comer of the pasture 
{Go be), fulfilled Dad's fondest dreams, We were closely followed by 
Mr. and Mrs, William Blair and the daughter Lizzy. Mr. Blair bad filed 
tn his land at the same time ax Dad had for they were both from Lill, 
‘Alberta, and their homestead was due west of us, with only the road 
hetween. About this time the two families and the bachelor thet had 
come with us, decided that they had hed enough pioneering. and quickly 
packed and retumed to Bassano with the rented wagons. Me. Blair had 
fis own team, which was fortunate. One of Dail’ first concerns was 
‘get transportation for himself and ie was not long before he had acquired 
f compony, named Dolly, pure white in color, very fast and sure footed 
fand_ possessing, great staming, which was just what Dad required of 
horse, New settlers were moving in quickly and it was not long before 
Dad's skills were being more and. more ealled upon for the news soon 
spread there was « doctor in the Hand Hil 





The crest of « hill was chosen for our first house and while waiting 
for the fist shipment of lumber to arrive Dad dug the cellar, but not 
before he had built a “sod” hut to afford Mother a place to set up the 
ook stove away from the cold winds, Mother was a good cook and made 
bread, not only for ourselves but for anyone nearby who required it 
[ater this hut was to serve ar the henhouse, but in the meantime it also 
served as a shelter when an extra active storm blew up and our tent 
proved inadequate. Slowly our house took shape but delivery of material 
Iwas slow and winter eaught us with only the roof half finished. This 
light discrepence was partly overcome (more of less) by Dad pitching 
the largest tent upstairs to provide us with a common bedroom. ‘The 
fold we endured that winter defies description and if Ic had not been 
for two “featherticks" Mother had brought from Ontario T truly believe 
‘we might have frozen to death! Our only heat was from a small cook 
ove set up in the kitchen below, the walls of which were only single 
boards, not without many cracks. "The temperature that winter dropped 
at times to below zero, and getting dressed in the morning was quite 
fin ordeal. Mother and'T soon worked out a scheme whereby we could 
femerge from the comparative warmth of our beds almost completely 
‘resed! T used to feel sorry for Dad who always preceded us downstairs 
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to wrestle with the cold stove, frozen water pails plus frozen bread, eggs, 
milk, ete. To add to our worsies we had a gray and pink perrot which 
Dad ‘had brought home from the Orient in 1907 while he sas serving as 
ship's surgeon on one of the C.P.R. steamers. This tropical bind had to 
be kept warm somehow! This was done by placing hie cage on a. hot 
sad-iron (wrapped in a piece of thick cloth) and adding a hot water 
hotle or two, then covering the whole cage with a plece of quilt, leaving 
only a small opening for air. Believe it or not he survived! 


One of our earliest neighbors was @ Mr. “Dad” Wallace, who had 
‘been on the prairie for some time, and he and his wife end son George 
lived about rwo miles northwest of us. “Dad”, as he wes affectionately 
called, had been « buffalo hunter in the early days es well as having 
hhad @ few skirmishes with wandering Indians from time to time, and 
could tell some very colourful tales. We were to meet him agein in 
Vancouver some yeurs later. To the northeast of us on the other side 
of Little Fish Creek lived a Mr, end Mrs, William Clark, who Inter 
moved to Highland (Deli). At first Little Fish Creck boasted some fish 
at certain times of the year but it soon died up, except for the spring 
run-off. Due west of us lived a rancher and his family, Mr, and Mrs 
Albert DuBois, and it was Just north of them that the new schoolhouse 
was built and called Blair School. Lizzy Blair and myself used to. make 
the three or four mile tek on horseback, carrying the horse’ fed with us, 
North of the school lived the Richardson family and west and north of 
them the two bachelors known as the Dodd brothers. South of our pre 
femption there moved in a Mr. and Mrs, William Herron and across from 
them were Mr. and Mrs. J. Smith and their son Will and daughter Vera, 
Berwoon them and the Blais lived a bachelor, Jim Danskin, who later 
went to World War I and returned safely, only to succumb to the 1918 
Influenza epidemic. A young cowboy, Tommy Somme, lived with Jim 
for a whole year after he had nearly lost his thumb through an accident 
with arifle, He stayed at our place for & few days first for treatment. 




















Although most of my parents! waking hours were taken up with 
their way of life, once in awhile they found time to relax and join in 
the local activities; one such an occasion was the first of July, 191 
‘when the usual celebrations in the form of a small rodeo, with horse ri 
ec, was to take place on the property of Captain Raton, near Craig- 
myie, about sixteen miles away. An early start was necessary and the 
Lawson family started off in the democrat at a brisk pace, Our. team 
that day consisted of Mother's Besy, «small dapple-gray, and Dolly. 
About three-quarters of the way along the cross country road we hed 
been following, it suddenly dipped down and led across what appeared 
to be a shallow water hole. As dry weather hed been the order of the day 
for some time, Dad, without hesitation, drove the somewhat unwilling 
team into it. Suddenly the horses began to flounder end with each 
plunge sank deeper. We were in a “soap hole”! Fortunstely for us the 
ry weather had reduced it in size and the rear of the democrat was 
close enough 10 solid ground to permit us to scramble onto it. By this 
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time the unlucky: horses were getting in deeper and deeper. Bessy, who 
twas never to0 ambitious, was showing signs of giving up, but not Doll. 
She continued to struggle, Dad climbed out onto the tongue of the buggy 
fand managed 10 unfasten the traces and erost-reins, and returning (0 
Solid ground gave Dolly all the assistance he could. Very slowly she inched 
her way to more solid footing but not before she had, at one time, sunk 
to within a Toot of her backbone in the slimy mess. In due course Bessy 
‘was pulled owt and finally the democrat was retrieved and all were 
reassembled and we were on our way again, We surely must have made 
‘pretty sight as we approached our destination, what with our mud 
‘covered team and our “Sunday Best” finery very much the worse for 
wear! It was small comfort to be told upon our arrival, thet some time 
farlier a setler moving into the area had gotten into the same “hole” 
tnd had lost all (heavily Ieden wagon and team), escaping only with 
what he stood up in! T am sure that my parents gave thanks that day 
for thelr lucky escape, 








By the fall of 1910 the second house was finished enough to let us 
move inta it. This house was built by a good Danish carpenter named 
Gustave Mortensen. Our new home boasted three bedrooms, but soon 
proved to be none too large for by then Mother had been asked to take 
fon a post office and also, by this time Dad had started bringing home 
patients who needed closer attention, and maternity cases, Help was 
Aifficut 10 come by but they were fortunate enough to get @ fine German 
fel by the name of Mary Rosine, who proved @ great help. 





Although Dad usually had very Hitle assistance in his work, there 
were times When he could get the help of Mrs. Ella Andes, the Rainbow 
postmistress, and later Miss Gordon, Captain Eaton's sister-in-law who 
‘was 8 tained nurse and able to esist Dad in operations, ete. Unfortunately 
Miss Gordon's health was not too good and she-gave up nursing before 
too long. Dad usually hed to make do, on the spot, with what assistance 
Ihe received from those present, and whatever he could find in the way of 
furniture, that could be used for operating table, ete. It was one such 
Sitvation when a hasty operation had to be performed on Mrs, Blair. T 
fam glad to say thet Mrs, Blair pulled through, but not before some 
tnxious moments for all, especially Dad, 








One of the first babies born at Lawsonburg was a gel to a Mr. 
and Mrs, Kelly who lived near Little Fish Lake, and later on there were 
two babies in our house at the same time. One of them Mother had to 
deliver all by herself as Dad was avvay and could not be located in time 
Ubelieve this one was to Mr, and Mrs, N, Burke of Highland (Delia) 
Mother had had no tealning, but nevertheless did a good job and received 
Dad's congratulations 








Mother had, back in 1907 while living in. Vancouver, developed a 
“spot” on her lungs and had been rushed to Alberta for a complete rest 
and all the fresh air she could get, Two years were spent in Shepard this 
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‘way before Mother could be permitted to teke up her duties as housewife 
gin but by 1909 her recovery was complete, This was most fortunate 
for all of us 


‘That winter Dad came close to losing his life in a bad blizzard, 1 
happened this way: Dad hed answered a call to a rancher’s home on, 
for near, the Red Deer River south and west of us, As was quite usual 
his departure for home was delayed by having to meke extra calls, But, 
in spite of invitations to remain overnight and friendly warnings that « 
storm scemed to be brewing, he and the litte mare, Dolly, set off for 
hhome Inte in the afternoon. Of course there were no trails to follow ax 
this was ranch country, but the cold wind was blowing from the north 
fand that was the direction in which home lay. Dad headed the mare 
Into the wind and struck out. Darkness fell quickly and with It the 
snow started and all visibility was blotted out. Both man and beast 
knew that the only answer to survival was to keep going, but with each 
passing hour the snow deepened, and finally ater wat must have seemed 
fan eternity, Dolly stopped and timed around. Nothing Dad could do 
would make her proceed further. Dismounting, Dad led her back into 
the storm, then grabbing her tail urged her forward. The mare took this 
cue and with the lessened load was able to make headway again. Some- 
time later Dolly again halted, this time when Dad went forward he found 
they had reached a wire fence. They had made it to the north boundary 
of the Horse Track Ranch, 





Dad had always possessed a marvelous memory and had trained 
himself to take good notice of any peculiar shape or size of fence posts 
close to any gates he might use. Now his memory stood him in good 
stead for on closer examination (by feel) he remembered that the gate 
should be close by to the left, and this proved 10 be the ease, He also 
remembered that a setters shack was situated just across the raed although 
no light was visible, and as he advanced the light, which had been there 
all along, became visible. A warm weleome was given Dad by the surprised 
man. A lantern was lighted and they set out to find the barn, which 
was close by, but the storm wat 30 thick they could not locate It so 
retumed to the shack and tied Dolly 10 the doorknob for the night. A. 
hhay “tick” was emptied to supply her with food and to the very tired 
horse this must have seemed « rather poor reward, but very welcome 
nonetheless! Next morning found er standing surrounded by @ high 
snovidrift which was affording her shelter from the cold wind, T am sure 
it was Dolly's keen sense of direction that had brought them to the 
closest gate and dwelling they could have reached that night. Noon the 
next day found Dad back home but, ak was quite usual, he was soon off 
‘again in quite another direction. 








By 1912 all seemed to be going well but Mother found she did not 
Ihave time for the post office, o it was hended over to a Mr, Whiting 
who lived southeast of us, next to Mr, and Mrs. Chester Day and their 
two sons. Mr. Whiting was also a Justice of the Peace, 
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T balieve it was in the first week of August the stme year, that a 
vicious hailstorm struck suddenly with winds estimated up to One hundred 
Tniles per hour, end some hailstones as large as baseballs, Ten of our 
twelve windows were instantly demolished and the eleventh was blown 
Oat. "The latter was in Dad's dispensary and the wind taking with it most 
Gf the much needed and hard to come by drugs. Of course, as was usual, 
Dad was away and only Mother, Mary and myself were home, We 
managed to get the beck door of the kitchen open and let the wind 
blow through, This, I {ully believe, saved our root from being blown ft 
[As we had metal shingles on it the noise was deafening! I recall sereaming 
‘once and being quite unable to hear mysell. Water and hailstones poured 
Gown the stats, along with two doors that were waiting to be hung, and 
Mother opened the front door oppenite and most of it poured right out 
into the yard, What @ mess to clean up! As soon as the storm hed passed 
Twas sent out to check on the condition of the animals. Luckily the barn 
doors had been elosed and that building escaped damage, but the pastured 











Benakin, unknown 
Somes tareneey Mr 3 





animals had stempeded before the onslaught and were up egainst the 
far east Fence, but again luck was with us and only one colt had been 
hhart, and he was not too badly off with only a superficial cot across 
his chest. The hens had taken quite a beating and were scattered all 
‘over the place. Some did not tarn up for days! 





[At that time we had our land farmed out on shares and we had 
hhad the best stand of wheat I have ever seen, but after the storm had 
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passed one would never have known it, When Dad retorned the next 
dy bis frst impressions were that we had hed the grain cut and the land 
hharrowed. Where he had been there had been no storm and he was 
quite unaware there had heen one until he reached home. When we 
told him of the sizeof the stones he would not believe us until we showed 
him some still heaped against the barn on the east side. They were stil 
the size of hens’ eggs 


Not ll of my father’s practice was made up of mending bones, 
sewing up cuts or handing out pills. As the wide expanse of prairie began 
to fill up with more and more marvied couples, 90 It was that more of 
his time was spent in trying to outrace the stork, One episode of such 
4a race has remained quite clearly stamped on my memory mainly, T guess, 
because it was not only spectacular but proved very costly 











For some months prior to this occurrence my parents had been 
slowly saving up the not too plentiful eash in order to purchase «gleaming 
new buggy, compl folding top, side pieces, and convenient snap: 
fon weather repellent flaps, and elogant looking buggy whip. Father had 
already acquired a spirited matched sorrel team aod lightweight harness 
—all of which was designed for greater speed plus considersbly more 
‘comfort. The old “springboard”, having been lacking in everything except 
bare nevesites, had been long due for retirement. 

‘The new purchase had just arrived vie stagecoach from the well 
known prairie suppliers, T, Eaton Company, and Father and I had 
spent most of one day getting everything put together and made ready 
for the first emergency. No sooner accomplished than a messenger arrived 
fon horseback to request Father's presence as soon as posible to attend 
4 not too long to walt confinement. With much haste the team was 
hitched and away they all sped, at top speed 














Because the house was situated on the crest of « hill Mother and 1 
could watch with great pride the pleesant spectacle of the spirited horses 
and the shiny new black buggy, with iis red tongue and spokes, as they 
ceareened down the hill and out over the flats below. ‘These flats were 
traversed by Little Fish Creck, necessitating the erection of @ culvert 
‘where the roadway erossed. It was at this spot that we saw the team 
veer suddenly to the left and, much to our horror, saw the bugay lurch 
sideways and tum over. At that distance (about half a mile) we could 
not make out all the details but we saw the horses pick up speed and 
break into a fast gallop. Finally we saw Dad pick himself up from the 
ground and slowly proceed on foot. The runaway horses were in full 
flight and swerving sharply to the left again, the left horse jumped the 
wire fence and the two continued on north, one on each side of the fence, 
ata fast gallop, dragging the buggy over the wires and posts until tt had 
completely disintegrated, taking with them only the neck yoke and tongue. 











At that time we were unaware that Dad had hed anything more than 
a shaking up as he proceeded across fields to the home of the rancher, 
about three miles away. 
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Some time later the new father drove Dad homme, mission accomplished, 
but at what cost! In addition to the complete loss of the much-prized 
and hard-earied conveyance, Dad had ran « half-buried snag into bis 
thigh while being dragged along on the ground, in a vain elfort to check 
the animals, and was now himself in need of medical attention. Mother, 
fs always, did her job well and in a few days Dad was getting around 
fs usual with only a slight limp which soon left him. As for the horses 
they were brought back by nother settler on whose place they had 
finally stopped (efter jumping more fences) quite unharmed! 





‘They had travelled four and one half miles at top speed and cleared 
several high jumps! Needless to sty their ration of oats was somewhat 
teu for the next few weeks or #0, Dad had always kept his horses In fine 
form so that they could produce and maintain a good speed when occasion 
demanded, bat he found out the hard way, that this could be overdone. 
‘And s0, back to the old buekbosrd again and e less spirited tesm, 





‘These harrowing experiences eventually took thelr toll of Mother's 
health resulting ina near nervous breakdown, and Dad finally decided 
that she should take « prolonged rest. The next spring found Mother 
fand myself on a train out of Calgary bound for Brockville, Ontario, and 
the next five months were spent on the dairy farm of Mother’ sister 
and her husband 


“That fall we retumed by train to Hanna, the trip from Saskatoon 
beeing made ine caboose for the roadbed war still unballasted end the 
pessenger ttsin hed not started to run. Dad met us with the democrat 
tnd his spirited sorrel team and carried us off to Highland, now Delia, 
‘where during our absence he had purchased three acres from Mr. Norman, 
Burke on which a new home was to be built, In the meantime he had 
set up office and housekeeping ina rented building on she west side 
of the Main Street, 





Unfortunately, while the new home was being built, « disasterous 
fire stuck the livery stable in which Dad was keeping his horses, and his 
lovely sorrel team was among the seven horses that were not removed 
from the burning building 





‘Once more Dad had to fall back on Dolly and Bessy and two three- 
year-olds for transportation, ‘They had been safely removed to another 
“table only the night before the fire 


Cur stay in the new house was not for long as World War I broke 
cout that fall end Dad felt it his duty to join up, so on September 1, 1914, 
‘We accompanied him t9 Celgary to sse him off on his long trip. 


Dad never returned to Delis, except for a very short visit in 1916 
to wind up his affairs with Doctor James Mason, whom he had left in 
charge of his practi 
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He retumed to the war zone in 1917 and served with the RAM.C 
in France until badly gassed at the last battle of Cambri, and nearly 
lost bis life 


Finally the whole family was re-united in 1922 and we settled in 
British Columbia where Ded practiced on Salt Spring Island for twenty 
‘years retiring in 1943 and moving 1 Vancouver Island. They both lived 
{| fo eclebrate their sixty-fith wedding anniversary on June 22, 1962. 
Dear Mother pasted. away in Sidney, British Columbia, July 27 of that 
same year, age ninety-four. In Vietorla, Britsh Columbia, on February 16, 
1965, Dad was required to make his Last Call, but this time he let behind 
his very. tired ninety-three-year-old frame. “They lie, side by side, in 
Hatley Memorial Gardens not far from Victoria, British Columbia. 








‘THE JACK LAFFERTY STORY 
ar Laustan Ganon 


Mother and Ded come from Ontario to the Pollockille district where 
they homesteaded and where the thrce children were born. We moved 
to the Hand Hills end bought the Doctor Lawson farm in about the year 
1925, Dad moved the house, which was across the road from Blair's, 
down to the north road. We planted trees and grew lots of garden produce | 


T remember the huge erowds we had on Sundays. There were ball 
games, horseshoes and all kinds of good clean fun. In those days people 
tid a Tot of visiting back and forth. We three children rode to Blair and 
Lawsonburg Schools. 


1 met Welle Ganong, whos family lve onthe Kelly place at Fh 

rata Eel Su ote cane Mote and Dal-del ty coe Ain mood 

| to Clgry In 1085. Walter and T moved tothe Hunky place for avin, 
thon oe Bl Smith pace 











Me, and Mra Jack Lafferty, 1942. 


i ‘Once when Mother and Dad were out from Calgery for a vist, ovr 
hhome on the Lawson farm burned to the ground, We don't know what 
caused it but we lost everything, all of our weeding presents included 
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[Alter the fire Walter and I moved to Hanna. Harry, my brother, 
moved in a litle shack in which (o live and stayed until 1940, He sold 
‘ut, moved to British Columbia, and is stil living at Vernon with his 
wife, ‘Their three children are all marsed, I, Lillian, five in Hanna, My 
husband: worked for the CIN, for a long time and now has bis own 
feedlot. Our daughter is married and our son, single, works in a gartge 
in Hanne, Alma is married, lives in Calgary, end has three married sons 








Dad possed away in 1964, Mother sil lives in Calgary 


Eocron’s Nore: Jack Lafferty used t0 sell potstoes and other vegetables 
in the neighborhood. ‘The Sterrie Lenfesty’s bought some potatoes from 
hhim and have used them for seed every year to this day. The varity is 
thot known, but they are very good producers. T guess they must be 
climetized by now. 





ARNOLD THOMAS exme to Alberta from Saskatchewan and worked 
at different places before coming to this ares. He used to work for Anton 
Peterson and for Charlie Morrison, The Lawson farm was vacant so 
Ihe moved there end shortly marred Eva Hardy. They lived and farmed 
there for ten years, Arnold was an all-round handymen, He worked here 
and there at diferent jabs during the winter months 











When the sixth child was born the Thomas family moved to the 
Drumheller area. They now have filteen living children. ‘The oldest boy, 
Barry, married Brenda Morton of the Hand Hills, 





The Lawson farm ts now farmed by Clarence Wilson. (See story 
in “Horse Track” section.) 


MARTIN MARTIN STORY 


Martin Martin, with his mother and dad and bis cight brothers 
and sisters, came from Queen's Cornty, Prince Fdword Island, in the 
Fall of 1904 and settled near Calgary where they farmed. Martin home- 
steaded here in June of 1909, returned 10 Calgary, and came out agein 
in the spring of 1910 bringing supplies. He and a few other friends came 
to the Dorothy erossing but found the ice was going out, They found a 
spot nearby where the water seemed shallow so they forded it, Just as 
the lest wheels of Martin's wagon came out of the water an eight-foot 
wall of ice and water went roaring by. 











Martin fermed with horses all the time, He worked for Mr. Herron 
for three summers and recalls the bad hailstorm in 1912. His field of 
fats was above his head but after the storm you'd swear someone had 
just plowed it. The hay was going three tons per acre, but not a spear 
was lef 


In 1920 Martin marvied Elsie Lenfesty. ‘They ralsed_ their three 
children on the farm. Else became Ill and was away « lot. The children 
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cither merried and moved away or went 10 work, Martin farmed alone 
for several years and then sold his farm and moved to Drumheller where 
he sil resides, 








tft to tight: Matin Matin, Day Lenesty, Esto Matin 


Mrs, Martin passe away in 1964, 


‘Anna passed away in. 1966, She Is survived by her husband Ivan 
Rosin and four children, Shieley, James, and twins Joy and Joyce, all of 
whom reside at Grande Prairie, 


James was killed in a grader-tein collision in 1966. He Is survived 
by his wife Edna and two sons, Greg and Rex, all in Hanna, Philip i 
single and works in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, 

DON H. MARTIN was notified by his brother Martin of a quarter 

section of land which was available and filed on it in 1911. Tt was the 
only, parcel of land left around here. Tt was not necessary for Don to 
reside on his land as Martin had two quarters and he lived there, But 
hhe was required to. break fity eres, which he did, and soon sold 10 
Les Flett and moved away. 
ALBERT BELL homesteded here also. People referred to him as 
ing-dong” behind his beck and later openly. He didn't like the nick 
name. He was @ decent clean-cut chap and people took advantage of his 
food nature, He didn't stay here long, 

CHARLIE WITTY farmed on the Gilbert place for awhile, When 
hhe married Jean Peters, a school teacher, he moved on to the A, T. Bell 
hhomestead, which he purchased, He left here in 1931 

EMIL BURGEMEISTER purchased the farm next, end in tum 
sold it to E. Holmes—one time undertaker at Hanna, No other inform- 
ation was received on these 10 families. 
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CHRIS KELM STORY 
ny Cnnis Ketat 


Chris Kelm, whose family history is found in che Dalkieth section, 
‘was out on his own in 1928, He married Erna Keutz in 1930. He rented 
the Bailey place on the Horse Track during the years 1935, 1936 and 1937. 
From there they moved to the Harding place where they stayed for three 
years, In 1940 the E. Holmes’ farm was forsale and the Kelms bought it. 








‘The children went to Elmer, MeGibbon and Hanna Schools. The 
family moved to Hanna in 1948 snd farmed from there until 1960 when 
they sold the farm to Rudy Bender. 





Mr, and Mrs. Kelm have two children. Reuben is married and has 
two children. He is employed by the C.N.R. at Hanna, Willine is also 
‘married, has a small femily and lives in Calgery. Her husband is with 
the Calgary Police Fore 


RUDY BENDER 
ay Mas, Orzo Enann 


Emmanuel Bender, a brother, came to these parts in 1933 and 
Rudy followed in 1984. They both ‘came from the Hilda District. Rudy's 
hhome was with Emmanuel but he worked out most of the time. He used 
to break horses while at George Proudfoot’s, mestly in the winter because 
it was softer landing in swo or three feet of snow. One day he decided 
to ride north to visit a neighbor, On the way he lost his wallet in the 
deep snow. Tis worred him very mich es George had just paid him 
trrenty-five dollars by cheque, He wes told it would be alright. Mr 
Proudfoot would write him another cheque if necessary. After the spring 
thaw Rudy retraced his ride and found his wallet 





In 1942 he joined the aemed forces and was stationed in Vancouver 
where he was truining in the artillery. He was discharged honorably in 
1043 due to foot trouble 


Upon his return he rented the Harold McNaughton farm in the 
Rainbow distict. Emmanuel sold his farm to Jake Warkentin in 1044 
and Rudy rented it from Jake in 1949, He then rented ‘Tom Broadbent's 
farm until 1960 when he bought from Chris Kel, 

Rudy was well liked wherever he was, He was a grest entertainer 
at homes and at parties because he played the banjo, violin and guitar 
very wel 

He farmed by himself until his death in a tragle swo-car collision 
which took place in the distri in 1966 

MR. AND MRS, WILLARD HALL and their son Frank came from 
the Manitoulin Island and omesteaded here in 1900. ‘They later sold 
to Thompson Wity. 
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‘THOMPSON WITTY 


“Thompson Witty was bom at Sudbury, Ontario, and was the 
youngest of thirteen children, When ke was old enough he worked in 
the salt mines in the Manitoulin Islands. Tt was there that his lungs 
became badly congested and he sulfered greatly from asthma the remsinder 
of his life, 


“Thompson and his brother Willard came to the Hand Hills distit 
In 1916 and. bought. land. from Willard Hall. Neither of them were 
married so their mother came out and did their housework for them. 
She stayed until she was unable to do hard work and then she retumed 
to Ontario, Willard passed away at their home in the Hand Hills. 


Thompson farmed by himself until his health fatled, then with the 
help of hired men, two of which were Lloyd Bixby and Don Notte 
Finally he rented the farm out and moved back east where he passed 

‘THE ERIC WOELK FAMILY came from the Dowling distict in 
1945 and moved onto the Thompson Witty place. They rented it for 
four years. During that time they made many friends and were well 
iked by the community. "The neighbors enjoyed many card games at 
Woelk’s From here they moved to Innisfail for a short while and then 
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to Endiang where they stl reside. They had four children. Pearl, the 
fldest, pessed away at the age of twelve. AIF is married and is living im 
Calgary. Gerry is employed in Calgary and Bruce is still attending school 

Mrs. Brown and Vernon moved onto the Witty place when Ken 
was married, Later when Vernon married, Mrs. Minnie Brown moved. 
to Hanna. 
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Vernon, Verlien, and babies Brian and Michelle, still live there 


HAROLD INSLEY, originally from England, was employed st a 
wholesale establishment in Calgary when be was approached by a rel 
‘state salesman, He had some land for sale in the Hand Hills and for 
fome reason or other Me, Insley bought it, He knew nothing, sbout 
farming, he never came to live out here, and rented it out, Mr. Horner 
hed it rented for awhile. When the Hugh Browns came to this area they 
rented the house only from Mr. Homer, The Browns rented the land 
the following year and have been there ever since 





‘THE BROWN STORY 
ay Ions. Brown Rew 


Hugh North Brown was born in Ongar, Essex, England, He was 
educated at Laughton High School and Bishop's Boseding School 





In 1910 he immigrated to Canada coming west to Kipling, Sask 
chowan, to cousin who farmed in thet area at that time. Mr. Brown 
‘went from Kipling to Alsask and begen looking for homestead site in 
the district, finally tiling on a homestead south of Lanfine, Alberts, 
He returned to Kipling in the spring where he purchased four horses, 
bringing them by train to Alberta, He bogan 10 break up his land and 
started to farm. While proving his homestetd he worked on the construc- 
fon of the Spring Coulee Dam near Magrath, Alberta. Hauling the 
lumber from Alsisk with horses he built a two-storey frame house on 
the farm, The barn was made of sod, built into the side of a hill. One 
‘morning when Mr. Brown went out t the barn a cow had walked onto 
the roof and all four feet had gone through the sod roof. She hung. 
suspended there. 








In 1912 Me, Brown sent home to England for his fiancée, Miss 
Minnie Read. Miss ‘Reid was born in Esex, England, and attended 
Ealing’s Boarding School for gilt in London. She was a church organist 
at the Anglican Church in Fyfield for a number of years. She also played 
in an allgirl orchestra that used 19 play for concerts, ete. in London, 
She exme to Canada on the ship Kennelworth Caste 


Mr. and Mrs, Brown were marred in Alsesk in 1912. Coming from 
fa home in England where maids end a “boot black” took care of all 
personal and household chores, it was quite a jolt indeed to have an 
Znfurnished house to keep. Mrs, Brown had been told al sorts of stories 
bout the Wild West, and lived in mortal fear of Indians (which she 
never saw). She had been told if she didn't have cake or cookies to give 
them they would burn the house and sealp her, so she was always pre- 
pared for them. Fortunately they never came. 





In 1926 there were no crops in the Lanfine district so Mr. Brown 
foined the threshing outfit owned by « Mr. McGalfin who was moving 
his steam engine and threshing machine to work in the Craigmyle area, 
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‘The men drove their teams and racks from Lanfine to start working 
south of Craigmyle. Mr. Brown decided that farming prospects in the 
Graigmyle district were better there than at Lanfine s0 he left his 
homestead and moved his family to Craigmyle, Later they moved further 
south and settled on a farm near Hand Hills Lake 








Mr, Brown was an ardent supporter of the U.R.A. both at Lanfine 
and Craigmyle 


Mr. Brown died in 1932. ‘The twins, Mabel and Marion, with the 
help and advice of the neighbors, carried on with the farming operations 
runt] the boys were old enough to take over. 





Mr. and Mrs. Brown had sic children; Mabel end Merion were 
twins, Mabel, Mrs, Ben Mammal, lives ebout five miles west of Hand 
Hill Lake; Marion, Mrs. Tom Cragg, livs at Arborfild, Saskatchewan; 
Dorothy, Mrs, William Mashon, lives at Dorothy, Alberta; Kenneth and 
wile Esther and their three children are on the Brown farm: Vernon, his 
wile Verlien and two children, are also farming in the Hand Hills Isobel, 
Mrs, Leslie Rew, lives near Craigmyle. 











Mrs, Brown is a well nd active resident of the Hanne Senior Citizens? 
Lodge. 

WILLARD MARRIOTT was one of the early settlers, He came 
from Chathem, Ontario, and “squatted” in this area. Just recently someone 
sid the first time that he ever saw Will's shack, there was an insrip- 
tion burned into it with @ hot iron. It suid, “One mile to Hell, and five 
niles to water” 





At one time he plowed a fre guard from Blair Schoo! to Hand Hills 
Lake and was nicknamed “Feguard Marriot”, 


out D. 5,0. B. McAllister 
omon World Wer I 





In 1911, during a very severe storm, the roof of his shack was punched 
full of holes by large hailstones, He never fixed it, No doubt the interior 
had many 4 soaking 


|A neighbor dropped in on Willerd one time, He had killed a badger 
tind vias cooking it. He sad he would ty it on his dog, if he ate it then 
he himself would, to. 


‘A skunk found his way into the cellar but that was no problem to 
Willard, He calmly went down, knocked the skunk out, and brought it 
up out of the cellar on a shovel. Just as he reached the top step the 
skunk came to and let Willard “have it" direlly to the face, He always 
claimed that was why bis eyesight was so good, 


‘To say he was tough would be putting it mildly. Once he brought « 
sack of potatoes from town. Belng very cold he took them to bed with 
him to Keep them from freeing. In the morning the potatoes were frozen, 
but Willard got up and walked around barefooted. 


Willard remained a bachelor, He lived alone and liked It. He was 
very independent, never bothered anyone, and he was kindhearted, unless 
he was crosed, ‘Then he could be exactly the opposite, He sat and chewed 
tobacco to no end and he could live on raw potatoes if he had (0, 


Tl health forced him to sell and retire to the Pleasant View Home at 
Youngstown end finally to « home in Calgary where he passed away. 





TOM CLARK 
sr Tom Crank 


1 came out from Caithness, Scotland, 1o New York in 1905 where 
IL worked for a year and a half and then decided 1 would like the west. 1 
landed in Alberta in 1907, T worked for Jim Lyall for two years and 
Gorton MeCrea for one year. I met Frank Stark at Parkland and he 
told me about homesteading, So T went to Calgary and filed on 
homestead in the Hand Hills T went to Castor to get lumber for my 
shack and on the way I called in at Frank Stark's place. He hed just 
returned from Stettler with his own lumber, I stayed and helped him build 
his shack and then he helped me to build mine. T did my homestead 
duties and broke ten acres that fall, T went to Bani and worked for the 
Brewster outfit. The boss sent three of us to Lake Loulse to haul gravel 
for the hotel, 








In April, I9L1, T came back to the homestead and stayed all summer. 
‘That fall Stan Cliff and T went to work for a Mr. Edwards at Cheadle, 
staying through harvest end threshing. Upon returning we found we 
hed no coal, so Willard Marriott and I went to the Coulee and dug 
two loads of coal. When we got the coal up on top there was raging 
blizzard. We loaded all the coal into one sleigh box and left it there 
We started for home with the two teams end empty sleigh. We wandered 
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about the lease from three in the eftemoon until one o'clock in_ the 
rmomning when we first spied light. It was Mr, Stoners place. Mrs. 
Stoner was cooking for the hands at the Baxter and Reid Ranch and 
Mr. Stoner had a light burning for her, We were very lucky to have 


1 stayed on the homestead all that winter and following summer. In 
the fall Stan and T went to work again, But that was the last time 


In 1913 I had forty acres broken, The railroad had come through. 
Delis was our town, In 1916 Mr. R. MeDonald built two-roomed house 
for me. Thad just gotten it paid for in the fall of 1922 when it bumed 
down. I lived with Mr. and Mrs, Martin Anderson all thet winter. In 
the spring Mr. R. McDonald built another house for me, T had lots of 
help. M, Martin, Harry and Martin Anderson, Jack Montgomery, Norman 
Hsley, Fay Blanchard, and one of the Parge boys hasled most of the 
lumber. [soon got back into my home again 











Tom and Nellie Car 


Tin 1928 1 married « registered nurse from England. Laurence and 
Babe Ringrose stood up for us. We had a good life on the farm, 


On having a very sick spell in 1945 I rented the farm to Lome 
McDonald, He farmed i¢ until 1957, Then [sold the place to Lome 
and Jack MeDonald. ‘The wife and I moved to Drumheller and here we 





MR, AND MRS. BILL CLARK snd their som Jim came from New 
Zealand or Australia and bomesteaded in the Hand Hill. They Inter 
sold to Mr, Parge and moved into Delia where they had a feed end flour 
mill fora few years. After that they moved to the coast. 
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CHARLES PARGE 


Charles and Pauline Parge with thele children, Walter, Edna, Law 
rence, Arthur and Florence, came from North Dakota to settle in the 
‘Taber district in 1904. They homesteaded there and stayed for awhile 
before moving to the ‘Three Hills distriet where Mr. Parge was the “Raw: 
Teigh Man". After a year or two the family moved to the Hand Hills 
where they parchased the Bill Clark homestead. They ran stock for a 
hhumber of years. It was there the boys practiced “rodeo events” from 
ttmakeshift “chute” they bullt themselves. 





Tn the eerly twentes the family left the Hand Hills and moved 
Drumheller and purchased the livery bam. Mr. Parge, Lawrence and 
‘Arthur went into’ the building moving business, frst with horses, later 
by trucks 

‘Walter remained single and works for the Alberta Government. 

Edna married Lester Jones and they raised a large family in Calgary 

Lawrence remained single and works in a mine, 

Arthur is married and catrles on ¢ moving business in Drumbeller; 
Florence married “Slim” Livingstone. 

Mrs, Parge passed away in 1942. Mr, Parge lived to be ninety-four 
years of age, passing away in Calgary. 


THE LANE STORY 
say Moroes Lane 


In 1909 my father, James M. Lane, took a trip over the mountains 
from New Westminster and went as far as the Canadian Northern 
Rallway would take him into Alberta, He rode through the rich grazing 
land to the east and decided that the Hand Fills looked good. He had 
farmed in North Dakota; spent two yours in the Yukon; and found life 
fas a merchant in Washington too confining, although he had done well 
fnough at it, He took @ small house in Munson and brought in his wife 
Elizabeth and thelr two small sons, Hubert and me, Morden, 








Alter spending the winter there we moved 10 our new homestead 
‘mile south of Hand Hills Lake. We lived in a large tent the fist spring 
tint my father got his erops in and then he hauled in lumber and built 
f two storey frame house, He leased some grazing land to the south and 
Bought some horses and a few cattle; put up fencing; built « sod barn, 
‘sod chicken house, a sod blacksmith shop,  pigpen and a corral; and 
dug a new well right beside the house, one which had good water and 
never went dry. 





Team remember the wild antelope drifting across our pasture, a kit- 
fox standing on bis hind feet with is nose in the bam window, and 
glimpse of a timber wolf as we drove through the Teylor Hills one 
winter. At night the coyotes really serenaded us and In retum we put 
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strychnine in the carcasses they liked to nibble on, where an animal had 
fied or been killed by them. ‘The horses out on the lease land were wild 
tnd would come charging st people on foot as also would the cattle, T 

eet my father beat off a wild herd with his long whip when a 
fon would take a gradge against our team of geldings. 





My father broke the first ground on the homestead with « hand 
plow and a team of oxen, named Tom and Dick These two animals 
{would express themselves out in the pasture by bellowing loudly and 
pawing the ground, sending divots flying way up in the ar. 








ther and mother drove all the way to Calgary and brought back 
1 black stallion named Goodwin, On the tsp back he brushed ogainst 
the buggy wheel at a narrow place and kicked up into the buggy, his 
shoe severing an artery in my father’s leg. He managed to stay conscious 
tint my mother could get him, the team, and the led stallion to the 
nearest farm where, after emergency treatment, he waited for a doctor 
to sew him up. In those days people had to be frst aid experts, 


We had a big boar who would make his way into the stallion’s 
corral end chase Goodwin around and around. Hubert’ and T would 
cheer on the pig because the horse had nearly killed our dad, but didn’t 
hhave the nerve to stop and kick the stuffing out of the boar. The pigs in 
the lange pen would grab chickens and eat them, unt my father leid 
for them with a club. One beating would take away the taste for raw 
‘meat. Pigs learn quickly. This treatment was necessary where small 
children had the run of the place. 








In the summer of 1911 my mother took me along to Poctland where 
there was a trusted obstetrician, and we returned with my new sister, 
Alice, T had spent some time during this event with my school teacher 
faunt and came back pretty sisified for that territory. But the next year 
Thad my own horse, my om twenty-two Stevens Favorite and, with 
Huber’s help, could trap gophers and wensels. The gophers were a 
problem. At one time we had twenty-soven cats on the place and knew 
feach one by name, You hed to go a mile from our house to find» gopher 
that yenr 





‘We had an Ealson gramophone and some of our neighbors liked 
to hear “Village Bells”, “Preacher and the Bear”, “Redwing” and other 
red hot records of the dime. The neighbors would sometimes dance at 
bur place, Com starch would be spread over the living room floor and 
there was an accordian, a banjo, a kazoo and a Jew’s harp to furnish 
the 1911 rock and roll. I remember secing Fred Koller take avery 
fembarassing fll on our slippery floor once. Fred was no_ heavyweight 
fand his healthy partner quickly reached down and snetched him up off 
the floor, Fred was a fine, well-mannered gentleman, and he really 
blushed that time. 

‘There were two events T remember well. We had a very hig pralrie 
fire one year, Everybody who could was frantically plowing fireguards 
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around his buildings to save them, When the fire swept through it was 
moving faster than a horse's gallop. Men were racing al) over with wagons 
loaded with barrels of water, the teams frightened and excited and. the 
water shooting straight up throggh the small holes in the burlap bags 
tied over the tops. The firelighters soaked gunny sacks In the barrels and 
slapped out the flames with them where they had a chance. ‘The fire 
roared on through and burned itself out 





‘The other event was a dilly of « hellstorm. You could stand and 
watch this one approach from the northwest ike a wriggling black wall 
Clouds were rolling silly like a modeen street sweeper and you could hear 
the muffled roar of the moving air and the hall striking the ground. We 
rushed around, piling pillows and mattresses against the windows. My 
father and our hired men were racing around, tying to get all the animals 
under cover, When the storm hit tke house there was such a roer and 
racket no one could hear anything else. The stones were only about an 
inch and a hell in diameter but they were clear iee. One bounced up 
throwgh the pantry window and struck my mother’s shoulder and left 
4 Targe bruise, After the storm passed the ground was covered about four 
inches deep and the stones were in the mud of what had been the wheat 
‘crop, moments before waving as high as my father’s head. All the fowl 
aught ouside were killed and the stock ran through or into barbed 
wire fences, For a long time my parents were doctoring. up terrible cuts 
fon the horses and cattle. The wheat had been just about ready to cut 
fand that year the cold weather held off and a second erop came up 
fut of the mud and we had stacks and slacks of green feed. My father 
hhad happened to take out good hail insurance coverage or it would have 
been a regular catastrophe 




















A great many homesteads were taken out by young fellows who 
towed not much besides their horses. Thelt idea was to prove up on 
their land and sell t as soon as they could, It was the only chance 10 
make a stake that some of them ever had. A house was required on the 
land end there were certainly some laughable houses to be seen, made 
cof old packing cases and odd boards. ‘The smell of tarpaper was. well 
known. The fellows who. planned to live up to the requirements more 
strictly built sed cabins, They could get the framework om poplar poles 
growing around any spring lake or slough. When one of these chaps 
tlimbed off his horse he would crouch down on one knee and roll @ 
Bull Durham cigarette. It he didn’t smoke at that moment, he would 
pluck a blade of grass and nibble on it. He always gave the impression 
‘f complete composure and good nature as he quietly and politely talked 
with you, Ifthe sun got in his eyes, he would close one eye. When three 
fr four of them got together they enjoyed horseplay. One would get 
flown on all fours and another would sit “horseback’ ‘on him, locking 
his legs tighdy around him. Then the under man would try to buck 
him olf. I the top man could stay straight up, he won, even if the “horse” 
fell over sideways. But if he slid arocnd to one side, of forward or back, 
The was lost, Ifyou think this is « gentle spor, try it some hot afternoon 
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At the early day pienies at Hand Hills Lake, I don't think T ever 
saw a swimming suit, The ladies wore dresses, plenty of dresy and the 
men wore overalls end usually something ever the top hal, too. The 
Tunches were feasts and there were plenty of lovely shady bowers to 
set up the tables and plenty of private groves in which to change. I don't 
believe I have ever sten a nicer bathing beach than the south end of 
Hland Hills Lake, with its gently sloping clean firm sind, the view, the 
fresh water smell, and the impression you got that sode in the water was, 
turning your skin white, [t was such a clean lake. 











Fish Lake was different. When the spring freshets were pouring into 
it the farmers would come with wagons and straw forks with wire 
Wrapped back and forth over the nes, Starting at the lake they, would 
wade up a litte stream driving the suckers before them until the fish 
twere stopped by # waterfall, Then they would shovel them out onto the 
found end go home with a double wagon box full of them, At home 
fhey would dry them and feed them 10 fowl, ents, pigs ete. I never 
hheard of any of the homesteaders eating them, but T suppose 2 person 
could if he got hungry enough. It was eetle, driving # team of horses on 
{jumper over Fish Leke in the winter. The ice would crackle end. boom 
fll around and you! thought you were due for an dey plunge any minute. 
Te always scared the horses, to, 








My folks had been trying to get a school into the area, but the 
were too many childless homesteaders at thet time and Hubert and T rode 
Sx miles to the Parr school. I didn't dare get off my pony as I had to 
limb up on something to reach the strap, so Hubert hed to open and 
love all the yates, and there were plenty of them. ‘This turned out to 
he too much ‘of an ordeal in rough weather, and my parents sold out 
tnd moved in to Hanna in 1913, By that time the Goose Lake Line was 
through and Hanna was a division point on the railroad. 


‘The years in the Hand Hills were happy ones for the Lane 
children. The rolling hills covered thickly with pralie wool, the fragrance 
fof wild roses everywhere, the mint plants and tiger lilles in the litte 
foulees where the springs seeped out, the blackbirds in the poplars, the 
floppers venturing away fom the mother ducks and taking refuge in 
badger holes becsuse they could not quite fly yet although they looked 
bigger than their daddies, There were the countess hidden patches of 
sweet wild strawberries, 90 superior to the best domestic plants In flavor. 
‘The saskatoons went real well with cream and sugar Our family made 
regular Sunday trips with the driving team on the double buggy. The 
finch and lemonade drinking water were in tin palls thet had held 
com syrup of strawberry Jam. In those days when you drove through 
the country you saw, heard and smelled everything, and It was a pleasant 
experience. The Hand Hills smelled. good. 


My father died im Missoula, Montana, in 1996, and my mother died 
in Stockton, California, In 1939. Hubert, Alice and I are stil going strong. 
Hubert is married, has one son, James Hubert, and two grandchildren 
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and lives in Klamath Falls, Oregon. Alice is married to M. A. Bruton 
fand has one son, Richard Lane Bruron, and three grandchildren, They 
live in Los Angeles, [ have two daughters, Barbara Ann and Petricia 
Jean and six grandchildren, My wife and I live in Spokane 


‘THE PERCY COLDWELL STORY 
ny Moxos: Lana 


‘The P. E, Coldwells were my Aunt Minnie and Uncle Perey. It was 
fm 1911 or 1912 that Minnie Alice Morden visited her sister, Mes. J. M. 
Lane, in the Hand Hills, during school vacation time. She had been 
teacher at various schools and had met Percy Coldwell while she was 
high schoo! principal at Vancouver, Washington. During college vacations 
Uncle Percy had helped to build the S.PS, Railway between Portland and 
Spokane, as a surveyor, He had attended Washington State College, 5 
had Aunt Minnie, but T don’t know If they were there at the same time, 


When Aunt Minnie went up to Alberta, Uncle Perey followed and it 
was not too long before they were married and moved into the house 
by the spring lake which Uncle Percy built himself, along with nearly 
all the furniture in It, Uncle Percy was a top grade cabinet carpenter 
find a meticulous workman, His homestead wes about « half mile south 
Of Hand Hills Lake and T remember the small sailboat he bullt one year, 
swith lis centerboard and single sail and how fast we scudded across the 
Take in it one breezy day. He took the boat back to his own litle lake 
beside the house and took the mast off. It was fun catching up to @ 
muskrat and watching his submarine evasion tactics, 


Uncle Perey and Aunt Minnie always raised some geese and these 
birds once saved his Ford car and the other valuables he kept in his 
large grenary and storehouse, Lightning struck the granary during one 
of the fierce electrical storms comman to the prairies; and the geese, who 
hhad pre-empted a comer of the granary as thelr own, set up such @ 
Inullabeloo that they wakened Uncle Percy in the middie of the roaring 
storm, He raced out half naked and doused a fire inside the granary 


‘That Ford would have been real los. It had a handle you pulled 
and a rope tuned the engine over to start it like an outboard motor. I 
femember Uncle Percy getting the machine’ up to forty-two miles an 
hhour down a half-mile stretch of ratted road and it seemed e lot faster 
than going ninety nowadays, Hubert and T rode with him through the 
Grow's Nest Poss in that Model T In the middle of December, and in 
fone place Uncle Perey had to go_up «hill backwards to get any gas 
into the motor, A combination of gravity feed and step hills made 
motoring an adventure in those times. 





Uncle Perey would cut ice om his spring Jake in the cold weather 
and cover it with straw, and in the summer we would have ice eream at 
‘Aunt Minnie’s, made in « hand-tured freezer from real cream. What « 
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treat! We Lane kids had left the Hand Hills in 1913, but we lived north 
of Hanna and in the summer we loved to visit the old neighborhood, 





Aunt Minnie had a beautiful voice and a cheerful disposition and Unele 
Percy, under his saturnine manner, had a lot of tolerance, They were 
4 couple of high-prineipled people with warm hearts, 


Aunt Minnie died in Alberta in 1946 and Uncle Perey died in 
Vancouver, Washingion, in 1966, They left no children 


MR. AND MRS. FRED WHITE, 
‘as row ay Buu. Ware 


Fred White, born in Hexem, Northumberland, England; and Sarch 
Allie Scott, born neer Newcastle, England, were friends in the Old 
Country. Mr. White, a carpenter, served three years in the British Army. 
He came to Calgary in 1910 to see if he could get work, leer to Medicine 
Hat where ramors spread of @ building boom, Sarah Alice Scott came 
to Medicine Hat and they were married and lived thete for @ few months 
‘They moved to the Hand Hills In 1911 and took out # homestead. and 
pre-emption, building a sod bir and frame house, which is part of the 
present buildings. Mr. White also helped build Blair School, 

















Bill, the only child, was bor in 1912. After « few years the White 
family moved to the Wigmore homestead where they lived five or six 
eats Bill rode saddle horse 1o Elmer School until such time as Lawson 
ng school was built. 














New Years Day--Mr. Horner, Mrs, While, “nie” Ernst, Fred Whit and Bill White, 


Me. White grew a very large field of peas one year but the project 
didn’t prove very successful 
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(One time Mrs. White, Else Lenfesty and Bill were driving home in 
a buggy. Neer Cut-Off Coulee Mrs, White and Elsie were out getting 
4 drink, the team bolted and took off with Bill still in the buggy. He 
Fell out injuring his eye on « case of fruit, Mrs, White was so frightened 
she would never ride in a buggy agsin. So in 1917 Mr, White bought a 
brand new Model T on half shares with Erie Ernst. Millers had ear 
at that time also, 





Bill remembers going to a chataqua in Delia every night for a week. 
Te was held in a tent. There was a terrific windstorm one night. Everyone 
penicked, Mrs, White hed to be different—she fainted. 

Another time the Whites and Dey Lenfestys ettended the Hand Hills 
Stampede with two ears, but only one set of license plates. Little did 
they realize the RCMP. would be checking front and back of the 
Wehicles. Needless to say they were caught and each had to pay a fine 








Mrs, White was very active in all sports and entertainment in the 
carly yenrs, en ardent church worker and Ladies’ Aid member. Although 
the farmsite was situated on a bill, the Whites’ “green thumb” turned 
it into a beauty spot with trees all around and lots of beautiful flowers 


both inside and out, Their house plants were an envy to all plant lovers, 


Mr, White farmed until his death in 1949 and Bill and his mother 
carried on 


Bill was master of several hobbies—reising bees, canaries, tropical 
fish and fixing radios, He is a self-taught mechanic, which Is very handy 
fon the farm, enjoys musi Is the proud possessor of the first and only 
colored television set among present Hand Hills resents 








Mrz, White passed away in 1964, 


Bill sold the farm to Albert Moench in 1966, reserving the Emst 
‘quarter; farming it In summer and residing in Neweastle during winter 


Just a few words about Freddie Onkie, who came to stay at White's 
in epproxtmately 1919, His mother had become widowed with seven 
children. The family had come to visit Mrs. Newman who was a relative 
Mrs. White asked if she might take Freddie to ease his mother's burden, 
Freddie became a good playmate and company for Bill on the long ride 
to Elmer School, and stayed undl he was a grown man, 


S. H. (GAM) MeNEILL and H. A. (BERT) PEIRCE were brothers: 
in-law. They first sete on adjoining quarters in the Fish Lake School 
District, residing six months of the year on each quarter, Somehow Sam 
did not or could not prove up on his homestead so had to give It up. Bert 
Aisposed of his and took out @ South African Script in the Lawsonburg 
district The school was built on this land. The MeNeill’s obtained the 
land directly to the south, 






































er performing his duties H. A, Peirce left end went Into the 
saddlery busines in Calgary, The whereabouts of Sam and Mrs, McNeill 
fare not known, 





‘THE MEMOIRS OF A GOLD DIGGER 


1 first saw the light of day in Wellingion in the county of Somerset, 

i, in the year 1900, That's where I started my squealing and 
squawking. My folks kept me under wraps there for eight years. Finally 
the neighbors got sick of me and decided to run me out of the country 
So, rather than send me out in this wide world alone, my mother, sister, 
twa brothers and I, decided to take a look at Canada. My father passed 
way in the Old Country, We came directly to Stratheona, as it was 
called then~South Edmonton now. 








My mother passed away two or three years after coming out; s0 the 
three muisketcers—my eldest brother, my youngest brother, and’ myself, 
had 10 look out for ourselves. My sister went to the States some time 
previous. My uncle came and took us two squirts out to his farm west 
of Carstairs. My eldest brother stayed in Edmonton and worked on 
bread route until the war broke out in 1914, and enlisted shortly there- 
alter. His life was snutfed out in action in a Vimy Ridge battle, so we 
were told 





In the meantime I was having a joyous time picking up stumps after 
amy uncle's breaker had gone through the mess, 


In the summer of 1914 my uncle and I made « trip out 10 the Hills 
where my cousin had « homestead. We came via wagon with two cows 
tied behind, We started out in June, I believe, and arrived before the 
snowall. In the spring of 1915 my cousin and I made a tip to Calgary 
where he bought a team of horses at Lazell's Stock Yards. I once agein 
hhad the pleasire of ring one of those mags, and they were both razor 
backs, soit didn’t matter which one I chose, I was splitting up the middle 
fs this was all bareback from Calgary to Carstairs, then on ot to the 
Hill, T'was scared to sit down for three months after that—elraid. of 
splitting wide open. However, all was not forgotten because I had another 
trip that fall, but this vine Twas riding first class—T borrowed a saddle 
from Tom Clark and was riding Golden Streak. That was a peach of @ 
hhorse, On a good day when the curl was just right and going with the 
‘wind, we could do thece miles an hour. 


Tis tip took me thiety miles west of Carstairs to bring some cattle 
cout here to my cousin's farm. He gave me five dollars to make the complete 
tip out there and back. Well, T'was going to retie right then and there 
with all that money, but on second thought, Td better haig tough for 
awhile. I might get’ enother good job like that, then Td really be on 
‘easy street. But sed to say the chance never came. 


In 1916 I followed the old foot-burmer, a good name for a walking 
plow, and put in a big crop of twenty acres or so. Then I went back to 
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Carstairs and drove a thiry-mile mail route delivering, bags of mail to 
two. post olficesSicbertville and Sterlingvlle. 1 would have dinner at 
the last stop, change teems and go back, picking up the first team on my 
return trip on Friday, Tt was that winter I did a pretty good job of 
freezing both my feet 

In 1917 I got a job south and west of High River on the ranch of 
A. E. Cross—the AT brand, George Lane and A. E, Cross set the same 
wwages—sixty dollars per month straight through. 

came back to the Hills again in 1918 and did a litle more farming 
for my cousin, I pulled out from there in the fall of 1919 and got a job 
with the Lenfesty Brothers, staying there until 1 purchased my little 
Jnanslon over the hilltop on the northeast quarter of 9-26-16. Amen. 

Sroanr Mawr 


Horror’s Nore: Stuert’s place was the scene of many baseball and 
horseshoe games. Every Saturday evening crowds would gather there for 
ft game of fun. Tt was an oceasion to which everyone looked forward, 

svaet loved all sports. 








He lived only one half mile from Lawsonburg School. During bad 
storms the boys would stay overnight with Stuart, while the girls would 
be taken to Lenfesty’s place. 


One cannot write about Stuart Manley without mentioning his 
beautiful singing, His bass voice has brought many a tear as he bas sung 
ft church serviee, funerals, weddings, community gatherings, and on a 
few ovcasions over the radio, He also played a button accordian and 
hhad worn out @ few in his time. 


‘The farm was sold to Douglas Lenfesty and Stuart made his home 
in Neweasile, until his sudden death in August of 1968, 


LEONARD MANLEY 
ny Leowanp Mansy 


We arrived in Cansda in the spring of 1908, landing is Halifax 
Nove Scotia. From there we joumeyed to Strathcona, Alberta. Mother 
posed away in 1913. My sister Mabel in the ensuing years married Frank 
Broderick. ‘They made a few moves finelly settling at Rocky Mountain 
House where she stl resides with her son Kenneth and family 








Stuart and I separated for a short time finally arriving in the Lawson- 
burg district in 1914. In due time I landed my frst job with the Anderson 
Brothes-Hary, Martin, and Anton, I shell never forget the first load 
of bundles I hauled into the threshing machine, they were falling off 
fon both sides, Wes my face red! However I soon caught on. Speaking 
Of threshing, when 1 Jook back over the years some falls were open and 
Gry and meant a shorter threshing run, and the grade of grain was better 
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And then the wet falls—threshing into December. How can I forget the 
bunk house; socks frozen in the morning and teeth chattering like « young 
squirrel 


(One incident I shall never forget—I just about broke down and wept 
Te happened on Thompton Witty’s farm late in the fall, T had purchased 
f sheepskin coat, a beauty—fully lined with a high collar T wore it out 
fone cold morning, but of course T had to lay it aside, so 1 putt on the 
Wheel of the steamer which was a straw bumer. Well, we went in for 
dinner. Why do T tell 2 You know what happened. Bye-bye coat, When 
wwe returned from dinner I found two or three pieces of the coat lying 
in the wheel ‘The fire eaught the straw at the mouth of the burner and 
0 spresd around the machine 











I was never bitter against the Scriptures. I believed it was the Word 
of the Living God, and would stand forever. We used to listen to the 
late William Aberhart, former principal of Crescent Heights High School 
fand first Social Credit Premier, Like Nicodemus, I was stumped about 
the New Bleth. However, T thank the Lord the light dawned on my 
darkened soul and experienced the new birth while in Calgary for a 
ceek-up on my health Tt was a privilege and e joy to sing at political 
meetings held by Doctor W. W. Cross, former Minister of Public Health 
and Welfare, in Delia and Hanna, 








(Me, and Mrs. Leonard Manley, 
Was. Mase 


Thad thirst for a greater knowledge of God's Word, 20 I left for 
Calgary in the fall of 1938 wo attond classes at che Prophetic Bible Institute, 
where I spent two terms. While there I met my wife-to-be, Lillian 
Landymore, one of the institute teachers, 





In the spring of 1840 we purchased the Jack Peet farm where we 
resided until T was offered position with the provineial government in 
the Department of Publie Welfare. This position T sccepted commencing 
October 16, 1949, at which time we moved 0 Calgary. I held this post 
until retirement October 23, 1967, 
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Here's an interesting note from my diary dated December 21, 1937 
"Received from federal government-—ten pounds beans, ten pounds fish, 
ten pounds cheese” 


‘There were several families who came to this district and elther 
hhomesteaded, bought, of rented, but remained for such a short while 
Almost nothing or very lite was known about them. Ther present where 
bouts are not known, consequently very litle information ean be obtained 

‘There was « family by the name of FROUTE who came from 
Missouri and rented the Wigmore farm for a few years 

‘The HAZZLET family rented and lived on the Bill ‘Tatem farm for 

J. WALDRIEF bought from Chester Day end sold to John Adams. 
He owned an oyster bed in the States and was said to be a millionaire, 
He was Mrs. Adams’ uncle, 

“STUBBY” WALKER, married to Mrs, Jack Millers sister, home 
steaded in either 1909 or 1910, He sold and moved out very shorily after 
that 

G. ROUCHE was another who homesteaded, proved up and let 

MR. TEED, a bachelor, homesteaded near the Bull Pound flats and 
later came over and bought the land where Ken Brown lives now. He 
lived there three years and broke one hundred acres during that time, 
He was 2 carpenter and helped build King Morton's house. When he left 
here he went to the Calgary distiet. 

J. S. McCARTHY, an early rancher, homestesded but could not 
break the land so dealt it to 

J. FENNEL, whose family lives at Delia at present. They asked 
Harry Sams to break it for them, and gave him two hundred dollars in 
tudvance. He had no success at breaking either, so Fennels gave the land 
tap. It was purchased by Leonard Manley, 

REINHOLD LEONHART purchased a quarter section of school land 
in 1928, He lived in Drumheller and farmed heve only. 

FAY BLANCHARD, from Buffalo, New York, homesteaded here, 
married « Beck girl, and left mysteriously, He was a Pentecostal minister. 





BILL TATEM, » navy man for years, came from England and 
Ihomestoaded here 

OSCAR PEET came from England and homesteaded in the Hand 
Hill, He vas killed in World Wer I, Bred White bought his land. 

JOHN PEET, brother t0 Oscar, homesteaded in the Lawsonburg 
district and left when the war broke out in 1914 He passed away very 
recently 
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MR AND MRS. BILL HERRON came from Ontario in 1908 or 
1909 and homesteaded in the Lawsonburg. district 


A circuit minister from Delis used to drive to Herron's and hold 
service, and then drive on to Dorothy for a service there the same dey. 
Mrs. A. Clark, Mrs. Hunley and Mrs, Herron would teach Sunday Schoo, 
and ¥ the weather was nice the church service was held on the verandah 
at the same time. There was always a good attendance at both 

(One ofthe first bridal showers in the country was planned at Herron’ 
It was for Elsie Lenfesty. It was in early spring and with the thaw the 
creeks were running full, roads were bad, very few got there. Mrs. Herron 
pessed away here in 1938 and Mr. Herron sold the farm to'Sam Cottini 

MR. AND MRS, SAM COTTINI were « most kindhearted and 
generous couple. They came from Italy to the mines i Drumheller in 
fabout 1920. They had two sons, and later bought the farm from Bill Heron, 

MR. AND MRS. J. GILCHRIST and family came fom Scotland alter 
the war end rented the J. Peet place for three or four years. The children 
rode to Blair School for awhile and then to Lawsonburg, After leaving ere 
they went to Windsor, Ontario, Me. Gilchrist was a brother to. Mrs 
Alee Clark, 











‘The Kolles, Marlows and Peacocks berry picking 


MR. AND MRS, MARLOW and family came to the Hand Hills in 
about the year 1927, The Lawsonburg post office was at Marlow’s for 
Approximately «wo years when it was closed ends rural route started 
from Craigmyle. 

RUSSELL AND JACK BRADFORD come from High River and 
had a form at Delia. They leased the Hudson Bay land on Section eight. 

MATT BROWN came and homesteaded in the year 1908. He was 
only here for sie months and met an untimely death while on a busines. 
trip to Calgary. His land was let to his two sisters in the States. Under 
the unusual eiteumstances they did not have to lve on i, as was necessary, 
bat they did have to break eighty acres, which the Lenfesty brothers did 
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[At Hand Hills Stampede Booth, 1918—from left to right; Mrs, Fred White, Bet 
Ae fan He me stay whic, Mra, Bort Newman, Ken fon counter, Mrs 
ed"Weley and Eel Glowing s Balloon 





FRED KOLLER, of English descent, came to Alberta from South 
Aria where he was & junior elerk in the Standard Bank of South Afrie. 
He was an enthusiastic motor eyelist and he and Rex Horner went on 
many a trip together while there. Fred homesteaded near Hand Hills La 
When World War I broke out, he enlisted with the famous Tenth Bat- 








rd lesa ter Newman Sox Sxl a tne hands aed wen 
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tallon in which he served as signalman, He passed away just recently 
land is survived by his wife at Sardis, Brish Columbia, 


DICK BELL ond his f 


MR. AND MRS, NELS HALVERSON, from Wisconsin, purchased 
the J. Peet farm. They ran a few head of cattle while there and owned 
a threshing outfit run by a Hopman Taylor Oil Pull engine. He threshed 
i for farmers over a large area, ‘The whole outfit was sold to Alec Clark 

Jf. in the carly 1940s. Mr. and Mrs, Halverson sold their farm to Leonerd 
1 Manley and went to British Columbia and later the State. 


ly lived om the J. J. Peet farm for awhile 








4 RALPH FLURRY was « druggist prior to homesteading in this 

i area. He and his wife were two of the early settlers to have a piano. The | 
Flunys stayed only three or four years during which they proved up on | 

| the homestead. They sold out to Tom Clark and moved away. Mr. Flurry 

| went back to his work as druggist 


STAN AND GRANT CLIFF were nephews to Mr, and Mrs. Flury 
‘They came from Ontario, homesteaded, proved up on it, and left 


JACK INKSTER 


Jick iste came at ir Saery Soak Nth Ban, Seta: 
sted cat tk pt oso 


In the early years Jack worked for many ranchers and had lots of 
| ‘experience and knowhow with horses. From several people's recollections, 
(| {t'seems as though all of Jack's work horses were outlaws. He bought 
lup horses that no one else would buy. With his knowledge he managed 
to break them for working, He did, however, have « few serious runaways. 
‘Gn one such incident he wes run over by a dise, and ent up badly. Being 
tough as he was, he survived 








Upon looking at Jack's face you could see « deep V-shaped sear on 
has forehead, Te was a sear let by a severe kick from a horse 


He used to ride an old black mare named Topsy. She was a mean 
one and used to kick and bite Jack fel the force of her hooves many times 
while shoeing her, and I'm sure she felt some pain in return 





One very cold day while Jack was bridling hhis horse the bridle | 
slipped and swung to his mouth and froze there. Lucky for him a neighbor 
was present. He quietly led Jack and the horse to the house where 
he poured warm water on the bridle until it uhawed of, 





Jack was on the go all the 1 
sleigh of saddle horse, He had a big black dog named “Cougar” that ( 
followed him everywhere, This dog was known for his ebilty to kill skunks 

and his presence was known immediately. 


| ne vising the neighbors by team and 
| 
| 266 
| 
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Mr, Inkster used to Uke to tke the Morton children for rides on the 
Jake and used to like to upset them. On several visits to Brown's, he would 
load up his gramophone and records and entertain the family 

Jack knew and worked with Wilf Carter before he became famous, 

Mr. Inkster farmed his land for meny years. In the late forties he 
‘became ill and spent a time in the hospital. When he became better he 
took # texi from Hanna to his sister's in Saskatchewan. He passed away 
there. 

‘The land was sold to Mrs. Madge Lenfesty 

MRS, BRIGGS came from Woles originally. She was a wer bride, 
widowed ‘after five years and four childyen. She was living at Calgary, 
twas a school teacher, but with four very small children she was unable 
To go teaching, The war pension was inadequate and it was through the 
help of a relative, Mrs. Carl Hartt, she got a job as housckeeper for 
‘Thompson Witty, This was in the early wentcs, Mrs. Briggs was very 
active end well liked in community activities and entertainment. One of 
the gils, Gili, passed away in 1931 and Mrs. Briggs in 1992. ‘The other 
three children all went through school and moved away 

D. S. 0. B, McALLISTER-THOMSON arrived in the Hand Hills 
‘about the same time es Ches Day, as he lived with them for awhile. He 
fame from South Africa and had been on the Town Police Force in 
idhtenburg, ‘Transvaal. He married Mamie McKay, sister to Mrs 
Ghester Day, and v step-daughter of “Dad” Wallace. Alter the wedding 
they lived in the ‘tin house” aeross the road from Wallac 

MeAllister-Thomson had a homestead and a pre-emption in the 
Lawsonburg district. He enlisted when war broke out in 1914 and did 
not retum to the Hills. The house which he built on his homestead ts 
presently the dwelling place of the Doug Lenfesty family 




















During the 1930s the Thomsons lived in Rosedale, being employed 
around the mines there. No one ever really knew what the initials D. S. 
©. B. stood for, It is belived one of his chvstian names was David. 











Mrs. ‘Thomson and son Gordon re still living, but-their present 


whereabouts are unknown. 
RICHARD WIGMORE was a CPR. tlegrapher prior to home: 
steading in this eree in 1909, Mr. Venus did one hundred acres of breaking 
for him with a steam engine 
Upon proving up his homestead Mr. Wigmore sold to the Soldiers’ 
Settlement Bosrd snd went hack to work for the CPR 


ALEC CLARK STORY 
by Dunant Crane Warsow 


Mr. and Mrs. Alee Clark came from Scotland and arrived at Delia July 
1, 1921. ‘They were very disappointed that no one was there to meet 
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them, They had sent a night leter to Tom Clark stating they were coming. 
but due to sparce population and slow means of transportation, the night 
letter arrived at Tom's one month after they did. Mr. Murdock, the 
auctioneer, drove them out to Tom's. The Alee Clark family stayed with 
Tom, who was sill a bachelor then. 


Not long afte, another brother, Mac, heard via the grapevine that 
Alec and family had rived. He decided to come over and visit them 
‘and errived galloping on a hone; wearing chaps and a big Stetson. Mi 

Clark grabbed the children and ran, yelling “The Indiens are coming 
Unele Mac had a very hard time convincing them he was one of the fem 


Tin January of 1922 while Alec was in Calgary buying the Wigmore 
farm through the Soldiers Settlement Board, the Tom Clark house burned 
down. A small heater had been set up in the bedroom and somehow the 
fire started there. Several trunks of ching, silver, clothing, bedding, wed: 
ding presents, ete, that were never even opened, were destroyed. The 
‘only articles saved were the dishes that were on the table, the clothes that 
the people were wearing end one trunk of Tom's which was under the 
Kitchen table, It was heartbreaking to think of all the china, silver, ete, 
that was packed with such care: unpacked, checked and repacked ‘upon 
entry into Canada and brought out here, only to have it go up in smoke 
Mr, Clark heard about the fire on his way home and also heard one of 
the children were burned, which was not so, The children, Alee Jr. and 
Dinah, and Mrs. Clack stayed with Kind neighbors; the Red Crass sent 
parcels of clothing and neighbor women sewed clothes for them. A new 
house was buile in a month of so. 
































Alec leased the northeast quarter of section thirty-three in. Township 
twenty-eight and alter two or three years got 4 soldier's grant. 


In 1928 the Alec Clark family moved onto the Wigmore place. The 
house was very small so they slept in the barn for awhile which the 
children thought was great. That fail the house on Jack Ros’ farm vas 
purchased and moved over. It was down below the Blaie Hill and Me 
Parge and his boys moved it with twenty-one horses. The original buildings 
fon the Wigmore farm were near the road, where there were lots of turtle 
backs and it was very boggy, s0 all the buildings were moved east about 
half mile 


One year Clarks hatched and raised five hundred turkeys. That 
was the year of the grasshopper plague and it really sulted the turkeys 
‘They went great distances from home and had to be herded like eatle 
Turkey prices were very low that fall. Alec was offered one dollar each 
for dresed turkeys. Rather than let them go for that price, he butchered 
them, fraze them and the Clarks had “turkey every Sunday”. 








Dianah rode to school at Blair for awhile, then stayed at Barnes’ at 
Graigmyle, and went 10 school there. Finally, when the Lawsonburg 
School was built, she attended there. It was while she was at Craigmyle 
that her father broke his leg. He was rounding up the horses on a young 
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horse he was breaking, was thrown and had his foot caught in the stirup. 
When the leg broke ft came out of the stirrup. Alee sent his dog home 
‘with ered handkerchief around his neck, but the dog's fur was so long and 
Thick the ankie was buried nf by the time he arrived home, He went 
Into the house and lay under the kitchen table, Mrs, Clark found this 





‘Me and Mrs, Aleg Clark's Twentyffh Anniversary. Back row: Alec Clark J 
He, ayt"buansh Cla watson Betey “Keay. hoiding rene. Keay, Seated 
Hampi Alf Kony, Alec ti flaing Jan Kony, Ma Ale Cok 
Holding grandasvobter, and Gladys Marshall 








very odd beeause he was not a house dog. In the meantime Alec crawled 
to Ringrose’s place as It was the nearest. Alec was a first aid man during 
the war and his learning and experience proved very handy. With the 
poelp of Mr. Ringrose he ret his own leg and was taken home on a stone 
oat end mattress, The saddle horse knew what was expected of her, 
She rounded up the horses and took them home all by hersell, Docioe 
Ceanford of Craigmyle came the following day, examined the leg and 
remarked he knew his nurses couldn't have done as wel 





Mr. Clark had « way with all animals. He loved horses and dogs 
He was always either training or doctoring them. One big dog he trained 
a Sty would bring the cattle on command, then round up the pigs, 
‘nd even go up on a roof and bring the turkeys down. Alec was offered 
fifty doller for Seotty but would not take it, much to Mrs. Clar’s anger 
fs she knew how much they needed the money 

Mr, Clark won many prizes in horsemanship In the Old Country, 
showing Percherons and Clydesdales which he had trained. A beautiful 
team of greys remembered by everyone—Queen and Judy, were an 
texample of his ability. He did not like 10 see the team standing in the 
fold school bam so he trained them so that the children would Tet them 
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go when they got to school and the horses would go home. In the afternoon 
‘Alec would send the team to school and the children would drive them 
hhome, One day the children were detained after school. The team waited 
and waited and finally decided to go home without them, There was much 
fonceen by all until such time as the team was caught somewhere on 
the road, 


Dianah remembers several times that her Dad had horses or cattle 
in slings, or poultices on thelr legs. One time he drove off to town and 
didn’t return for three or four days. He had been delayed at some rench 
Aloctoring a number of horses that had gotten into a grain bin, Vets were 
very scarce in those days and Alee was called over a large area 

‘Animals were not the only ones doctored by Mr. Clark, Alec Jr 


broke his arm while riding. His dad set i and put it ina sling. He also set 
collarbone for one of the Parge boys 





Mrs, Clark was never happy with the farm, In 1931 or 1932 she 
‘moved to Drumheller and opened a small grocery store in North. Drum- 
hrller. Dianah married and moved in 1936, and then Alec and the boys 
Followed. They farmed from town, Me. Clark worked in the mines for 
Awhile, He was injured seriously while there and hed to quit working 
TIL heath followed and he passed away in 1941 


Mrs, Clark ran the Midway Lunch in the Rosedale theatre and the 
dining room in the hotel there. Several years later she married Rudolph 
Shandera Sr. They are both deceased, 


Alec Jr. lives in Drumheller, He has two children who are both 
marred, George lives In Edmonton, He marvied and had three girls and 
foneboy who are all in school, Dianeh lives in Drumheller with her 
Ihusband, Tom. Their two daughters are married, 


The farm is presently owned by Clarence Shandera and rented by 
Archie Diege!. 
OTTO EMANN STORY 
ay Mas, EMANN 


(Otto was horn fn the States where his mother and father lived prior 
to homesteading in the Hilda district. While in Hilda he met Mrs, Emann 
(nee Bender), who hed come to that town to visit her aunt, They were 
married and lived there for ten yeats, 





It was through Rody Bender thet they learned about farm land 
for sale in these pars. In 1943 they came up and bought the Sam Cottini 
farm, 








‘Two children were born to the Emanns. Harvey, who is married, has 
three children and is living in Drumbeller. Leona is living in Edmonton 
with hee two children, 
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Harvey and Leona rode horseback to Blair Schoo! unail such time 
that they were old enough for high school, They then attended at Hanna 
find Drimbeller, Hervey attended Olds Agricultural College and won a 

y He farmed near his father’s place until a few years 
‘the farm out and moved to Drumhel 


















Mr. and Mrs, Emann have also bought « home in Drumheller. They 
still do their own farming 





Eileen Flats Shower a! Madge Lenfostys, 1954. 
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CHAPTER VIL 


‘THE HORSE TRACK 
ay Joua Lenresty 

“The Horse ‘Track Cattle Company was formed by « few ranchers 
in Southern Alberte in dhe early 1900s with headquarters at Calgary. The 
owners were Adaman, Moffat and MacGregor. In 1903 they leased ten 
Sections on the north shore of Little Fish Lake which was known as the 
Home Track; and ten sections direely west which was the Horse ‘Track 
Lease. In this book we are dealing with the Horse ‘Track, 


‘The company edopted the imprint of « horse's hoof, oF track, for 


thee brand 
Cattle A) Hones 
Lat Rib Right Shoulder 
- - 

‘The ranch was operated by dlfrent managers who were stationed 
cn the soueas quar of scdon eigiten; the ony deaded quarter on 
the cle Hore Teck und Lese. fe wes neseary for the Company (0 
nn feast one quarter In order to obtain lease, Tnidntally, tis Was 
fnlnety-yar lose 

Shordy alter commencing operations at Fh Lake they experienced 
a vorf acute winter as did al ronchers found. "They lst 4 tremendous 
trnoune of eat 





A few years later during an early spring blizzard « large number of 
cattle drifted onto the lake which was stil frazen. The foe gave way with 
their weight and many animals were drowned, estimated between sisty 
‘nd one hundred head. 

Sull another time after a very long winter, their feed ran out and 
losses agein were heavy. The corrals and pastures were strewn with car 
cusses and bones, The bones were gathered up later and stacked in a big 
pile near the buildings. 








‘There were the good years and the bad, Many young men from the 
Hand Hills and other adjoining districts worked for the Horse, Track 
‘while proving up thelr homesteads, There was always lots of work there 
fs the company owned several hundred head of cattle and a few hundred 
head of horses. A very large amount of hay was put up every year 


Some time during the year of 1917 a lease inspector eame out and 
demanded five hundred dollars for lease renewal. After much dissgreement 
fand misunderstanding the owners told the inspector where he should go 
tnd the lease was cancelled, The affairs of the company were wound up 
in 1918, Bd Williamson was the manager then. He marred Polly Douglas 
from Lone Butte and moved away. It was steted he later succumbed to 
the A. 















































Tt was just about that time the Hudson's Bay Company was taking 
up land. ‘The federal government took over the Horse ‘Track, gave the 
Hudson's Bay two anda half sections of land and threw the remeinder 
‘open to returned men for homesteading, 

GEORGE PROUDFOOT came to the district from Irticana in 1918, 
He bought the deeded quarter in the Horse Track for three thousand 
dollars and elso bought all of the horses belonging 10 the company. 
JE Mason, who leased some land in the Horse Track, bought the Pyle 
place where the big log house stands at present, In 1920 George Proudfoot 
bought it from Mason, moved the litle shack and barn from the southeast 
{quarter of eighteen and setled down, 





Mr. MacGregor came up to George’s in 1921. Between the two of 
them they trimmed two hundred horses, Mr. MacGregor worked on tals 
tnd George on manes. When the horsehair was sold George got one 
hhundred and twenty-five dollars for it. 


Mr, Proudfoot lived in the log house for about twenty-five years 
During what time he raised horses, 


In 1947 he sold out to Dick Cosgrave and moved into Dorothy where 
hhe has been mayor for many yeurs. He spends odd winters with bis sister 
Jn Ontario, but always comes back in spring. He will be ninety years old 
on May 24th, and isin good health and spirits 


Several comments from a grand old man; “The average people eat 
themselves to death; eating lightly Is the prescsipion 10 good Health and 
Tong life” “Most women’ cook their meals backwards, Ple should be 
served first, followed by potatos, vogetables and meat.” “I'm an old men, 
lived in this country 2 long time, and haven't seen a commer post set in 
right yet” 

‘Anyone interested In proper comer posts is welcome 10 George's 
place, he has small models which he has made. 








‘A visit with George is very entertaining and enjoyable, Though he 
Is old in years, he is young at heart, and has many a tale to tell. 

Shortly after the war was ended, the men in the services began 
returning home. The Horse ‘Track was open for homesteading and one 
Dy one the returned men begen to settle there 





‘There was no school in the area, Those who were married and had 
families sent their children to Blair or Lawsonburg School. Most of them 
moved out by the time thele children were school age, however. 

In the following pages are brief histories of the people who lived in 
the area known as the “Horse Track 


JAMES LAWRENCE 
Pearl Adams and I were married near Olympia, Washington, June 
1, 1914, and came to the Hand Hills in August of the same year. ‘There 
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was @ one-foomed shack on the ranch with an upstairs which housed the 
‘dems femily, Pearl and I slept ina tent until afier haying when an 
‘addition was built on, 





We stayed with Adams’ that winter. Our frst son, Ural Mason, was 
bom in March of 1915 in the house we bullt on, The weather was cold 
and lots of snow, I left at ten o'clock in the evening on horseback for 
Doctor Mason in Delia, a distance of twenty miles. I made errangements 
to return with Doctor Mason by sleigh from the livery bara. Everything 
was going good; « noe frisky driving team on a frosty night and sleigh 
balls ringing. About two miles south of Cut-Off Coulee the snow was 
very deep, One horse fell off the road, the neckyoke came off and tipped 
the cutter upside down off the road. When T got oct from under the 
sleigh, T was standing on Doctor Mason. One horse was standing facing 
tne pulling backwards for all he was worth, He broke away, took off 
and landed at Flet’s where he was ratsed. The other horse was tangled 
in the harness and trying hard to get on his feet. T got on his head as 
{quickly es possible and managed to hold him down while Doctor Mason 
fot the traces unbitehed 











We took the one horse and bag and walked two miles to Dad Venus? 
farm, He took Doc on his way. L borrowed a saddle horse end went back 
to get the spoils, When T arrived there, the two fur robes were missing, 
fand T don't know to this day where they went. They cost me fifty-five 
follars. Mrs. Tatom assisted the doctor in delivering our son and we 
rnamed him after Doctor Mason 











tu, James Lawroca alin Ul George Proudfoot o is fg Howe 
tmyle'Pienecivly, 1913 





Our mail came to Bill Whiting’s, who was postmaster of Lawsonburg 
at that time. A Mr, Brerkes hauled the mail from Bassano by stage in 1914. 
We moved to the Doctor Lawson farm in 1915 and had a good crop. 
Alter two years we moved to the Carpenter place north of Blair Seh 
fand farmed there for three years. In 1919 we moved egain—to the Horse 
sm 












































‘Track, We were the first 10 setle there, Our son Marshall Vernon was 
born there, We named him for Vern Pullar who acted as mid-wife at his 
birth, Doctor Ingham from Delia dig not arrive until twenty-four hours 
after the baby was born, This was another long winter with lots of snow. 
Sleghs were being used by George Proudfoot up into May for feeding 
mares in the Horse Track 








1924 saw us on the go ageln—this time to Delia where 1 worked 
for the CNR. East Coulee was our destination in 1929 and we'te still 
hhere, We raised  femily of eleven children. I was janitor of the schoo! 
for over thirty yeurs. We are enjoying retirement 


‘THE HUNLEY STORY 
ov Hexen Huwtey 


‘The Hunley family moved to the Horse Track in the winter of 1920 
‘and settled on farm through the Soldiers Settlement Board. Some of 
the children went to Lawsonburg School. Huge crowds used to gather 

‘the Hunley place on Sundays. George Proudfoot used to say, “Take 
‘any toad at all—once you hit the Horse ‘Track-—they all lead to Hunley’s 
‘The present location of all the children Is as follows: Arthur married 
Mina’ Montgomery, has three children and seven grandchildren end lives 
at Rocky Mountain House; Beatrice married Vern Willdey, has one child 
fand one grandchild, and lives at Prince Albert, Seskatchewan; Dorothea 
married T. A. Bowhay, lives at Rocky Mountain House and has eight 
children and three grandchildven; Emerson died in Delia; Freaman passed 
faway in 1057 at Fort Simpson, N.W.T, leaving a wife and three children; 
Gladys is married and lives in Vieworie with six children; Helen lives at 
Rocky Mountain House and is happily single; Irene (called Betty) 
married Stan Reid, who is with the RCAF, at Dana, Saskatchewan, 
They have three children; John, at Rocky Mountain House is married 
with two children; Ken, also at Rocky Mountain House, is marvied and 
has wo children 


























Mr, Hunley pessed away 
Dee 


in 1944 and Mrs, Hunley resides in Red 





H, BARNES was born in England, After the war he came to Canada 
with a'war bride, They settled in the Horse Track but stayed only a few 
‘years. One of the first Christmas trees in the district was held at Barnes, 
"They had a very small house, but the Wty people who attended had « 
wonderful time. 





The Barnes’ moved to Craigmyle and ran @ bakery and small con 
fectionery for awhile, Later Mr. Barnes worked for the National Bakery 
‘Drumheller and finally moved to Calgary and worked for the seme 





firm there. Barnes’ had no children 
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Harry Shouts’ Grading Ovtft-1922. Geo. Raizbeck on engine, Geo. Provdoo 
thd Theny Shook om grader. Two Hunley gis wateing 





GEORGE RAISBECK came to the “Horse Track” in the year 1921, 
buying the land from the Soldiers’ Settlement Board. In the fall of 1921 
Ihe worked on the Peterson outlt, threshing around the district. In 1926 
hhe martied Bertha Colwell from the Lane Butte distriet. ‘They formed 
most of the time except for @ few years when they lived in Cralgmyle and 
George was trucking. In 1945 they moved back out t0 the farm for a 
few years and then sold their farm to Martin Veodegoor. 


‘The family of five children is as follows: Kathleen is assistant super- 
visor at Vancouver General Hospital; Don is foreman at a frozen food 
plant in Calgary; Robert, beter known as Bobbie, lives in Calgary, and 
Wworks for & transport company. He married Joan Crawlord of Pincher 
Grock and they have four children; Margaret, married to Erie Evans 
lives in Calgary with a family of five; Grant, martied Mary Nill of 
Motrin, and-works for « transport company. ‘They live in Calgary alto 
land have nine children; Mr. and Mrs, Raisbeck live in Calgary as well 
where George is with the Corps of Commissionaires, 

‘THE ANDREW RAISBECK family moved on wo the Horse Track 
In the spring of 1921, lived there a few years and then at Exst Coulee 
for a number of years. They had the post olfice there and Mr. Ralsbeck 
was pit boss at one of the mines. 

Andrew Reisbeck died in Vietorla in 1959 where they were then 
living. Mrs. Raisbeck now lives in Vancouver. 














There were four children in the family: Luke lives in Vancouver; 
Andy lived and passed away in Vancouver; Evelynne lived in Halifax 
before moving to Victoria; and Gordon was 


Calgary a number of 
years before going to Toronto. 





JIM BAILEY bought land for which he paid nine dollars per acre, 
He built a house, barn, broke quite a few acres, and dag « wel. 
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Because he was unable to meet payments it was sold out from under him 
for four dollars per acre. Jim was married end bad three or four children 
His brothers Bill and Ba Bailey were In nearby districts. ‘They came from 
Ontario, 


L. N, BEAUDRY and Mr. Bilodeau went on the trail of 1898 
together. They walked the soles off their gum boots on the way. T guess 
fe was worth it Mr, Beaudry made « good stake. He had a rooming house 
in Calgary, but things didn't go too well so he sold it and homesteaded 
in the Horse Track. He was a very herd worker and was very independent 
He dug a well all by himself, bought some pipes from Calgary, placed 
them down the well, cemented the well In completely and expected the 
Wwater to rise and come up into the house. Needless to say it was a faiture 
All the effort wasn't wasted, however. He built a dumb waiter in the 
well and kept his food down there. 


He was Fish Inspector for four years end enforced the law at all 
times, He gave favors to no one 


Mr. Beaudry was very ambitious, One time he built a large building 
from straw and was gong to rite pigs. The old sows wouldn't stay home 
so he gave up that projet. 


LN. Beaudry passed away in Drumbeller 


BERT SMITH bought land through the Soldier’ Settlement Boerd. 
He and his wife raised hogs while they were in this area. Mrs, Smith 
caught her wedding ring on a nail and pulled her finger off. Bert was 
Avery good driver of horses on the road grader and he worked with 
George Proudfoot. 


Mes, Smith was a war bride. She was slso a concert pianist. The 
Smiths had no children. 

Beet Smith died in Drumheller, and Mrs, Smith in Hanne. 

BILL GRAY—No information is available about this man, He did 
live in the Horse Track but whether he bought or homestesded Is not 
known, He married an Olson girl, 

J. EB. MASON leased a half section of land and pastured stock. He 
bought the Pyle Ranch and later sold it to George Proudfoot. 

GUS AND FRANK OLSON bought two sections of land the seme 
time as the soldiers homesteaded. They also owned land south of Hanna. 
‘They moved back and forth and lived at both places. A thind brother, 
E, Olson, also bought some land. 

ANDY KLUMP bought three quarters of land. He was a bachelor 
and farmed slone. He had a threshing outfit and took it around the 
istrict He worked for Mrs. Fennel at Delia for awhile. Andy passed 
faway at the Ponoka Mental Hospitl 
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BILL TATEM homestetded in the Lewsonburg district, Upon his 
return from the war he homesteaded in the Horse ‘Track, 


W. G. HAWKINS was a returned soldier and homesteaded. 


ERNIE ROBINSON came fom England and took out « homestead. 
He played the fiddle very well, When he got marvied the community 
decided to cherivari them. The erowd entered the house and proceeded 
‘with their hilarity. Mrs, Robinson watched and then stated, “When 1 was 
in England I read that people out here are crazy, T never knew it until 
how”, to which Mr, Proudfoot answered, “Did you read the next chapter? 
Tt states most of the people around come from England”. ‘The Robinsons 
went back t England. 


BERT EDMUNDSON homesteaded and also ran a coal mine at 
Willow Crock 

ALEC CLARK SR. of the Hand Hills purchased one quarter through 
the Soldiers’ Settlement Board. 


By this time all the land was taken up and most of the settlers 
were beginning to sell out and move away. Some, however, who were 
Tneble to meet payments had to give up thelr land to the government 
‘who, ia tum, put It ot for Tease. A lot of it was taken up immediately 


by Art Daviea rancher living to the east, Others who leased were 


Clarence Wi 
osgrave. 
‘Those who bought or rented directly from the owners were James 
Franeis, Clarence Wilson, Johnny Gaets, Jobniny McLean, George Relsbeck, 
Mr. Fauchs, Casi Kautz, Chris Kelm, Frenk McFadden, Gerald Wilson, 
Otto Emenn, Rudy Bender, William Gibson, Ben Mammel, Marita 
Vredegoor and Fred Preston, Jack Gammie purchased all of the Art Davis 
holdings and later Jim Gammie bought most of Clarence Wilson's land, 


ison, Rudolph Shandera, the Lenfesty brothers and Dick 








‘At present there ate only: three farmsteads in the area, They are 
‘occupied by the Gammie family, M. Vredegoor family and Jim and Marla 
Gomi, 

As the years went by the name “Horse Track” was used less and 
less, Most of the people of today have never heard of it. I'm sure in 
reading the chapter it will bring a wave of nostalgla t0 the older Folk 


T hope so! 


CLARENCE. WILSON 

Twas bor at Wellwood, Manitoba, in 1905 and came to Alberta 
‘with my parents and one brother, Arnold, in 1910, We freighted in 
through a north route which came through Vegrevlle and Stettler. Un. 
fortunately the train wrecked at Vegrevile and we were forced to unload 
some of our effects, The four of us drove from there with a horse and 
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uggy 0 what is now Dromheller; at that time it was called Greentree 
The rest of our effects which were horses, wagons, machinery, et, were 
later brought on to Stetler. There was no allroad in the Valley until 1912 

My mother and dad homesteaded about nine miles east of Dram: 
haeller. T-went to school at Cassel Hill and Verdont Valley. In 1920 1 
went to Vietoria, British Columbia for « vis, but stayed for the winter 
there with my grandmother, Mes, Lowes, and attended school there. 

The first time T came to the Hand Hills was in 1915 when T helped 
Me. Noble bring a bunch of horses t0 a place north of Gottlieb Bertsch’ 
rode bareback and then rode home again the next day 





In the spring of 1922 Ded was short of feed end bought some from 
Jack Peet, We brought our stock up to the Peet place and I stayed there 
to feed and look after them. Later they were moved to the Innes place 
for the summer. I stayed with Frank Nelmes end it was like a second 
hhome to me. The following winter I fed cattle at Jack Bel 





During the next four years I worked for different people fm the Hand 
Hill: Bill Short, Tommy Smith; broke about eighty horses for Phil 
Courtneys threshed on Peterson's outfit; worked for Fred McFadden for 
two summers; and elso for Harold McNaughton, 





In Februery of 1928 my dad passed away and I went home to help 
out for awhile, In July I planned on going to the Peace River but worked 
for Dan Laverty instead. That fal there was « School Land Sele and 1 
bought a half section of land (29-28-16) north of Fish Lake, My mother 
bought me another quarter so I had three quarters. T built a small shack 
and barn in 1929 and got some breaking done. The next year T bought and 
rented more land 





Im December, 1931, I martied Gladys Peacock end we farmed there 


until we sold out in 1959, We had two sons Frank and Harold. Times 
hnever got dull with them around, When we branded calves they always 
Tiked to ride a cow or two. One time when Harold came out on a cow 
she got quite smart and crowded the fence, When Harold got off that 
ow he didn’t have much pants left, When the boys were small they had 
five or six shetland ponies to ride. One time when we were all going 
riding, Frank let his young shetland go into a slough. All of a sudden it 
decided to roll. Needless to say Frank was wet from top to toe 














We did our farming with horses. Some of them were small cayuses 
but we did lots of work with them. T used ten of them on a six-foot tiller 

We sold our farm to Jim Gammie in 1959, bought a house in New 
castle and tred city life, But farming was in our bones, and we moved 
hack out to the Hills, This time on the Martin Martin‘place. We ferm 
the Doctor Lawson homestesd and raise a few cattle. Frank, his wife 
Funice and thelr four children, farm in the Rainbow district; Harold 
married Alice Gammie, they have two daughters, Louise and Patsy. They 
all reside and work with the Gammie family. 
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CARL KAUTZ and family come from Brazil to Medicine Hat in the 
spring of 1928, and the sane fall maved onto the Bannick place. Daring 
the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 they lived on the Hunley place on the 
Hore Track. The younger children, Oscar, Matilda, Freda, Carl and Ted 
attended Lawsonburg School. Albert and Erna were out of School by then, 








From here the family moved to Endiang and finelly to Chilliwack, 
British Columbia. 


‘THE JACK GAMMIE STORY 
ay Jack Gasp ano Fastey 

1 as bom near Aberdeen, Scotland, In 1889, 

Before homesteading I worked on telephone line construction at 
Gladys Ridge which was thirty miles from High River. The foreman was 
4 South African War Veteran, A number of boys went into Calgary and 
fame back with news about homestesding, They told me that for twenty 
Gollars I could file on land, T could even name the exact location. And 
this I did, T was not twenty-one at the time, 
miber andl food and hauled them out to the Lone 

ding 








1 bought some 
Botte area, It was raining like blazes and T had a tereble time 
the stakes. T unloaded my supplies and made e make-believe shack. 





Mr. and Mrs, Owens were good neighbors, I used to get water from 
there. Mrs, Owens showed me how to make pancakes end biscuits. 

1 proved up and stayed on the homestead until after the big pralrie 
fire that went through. My howse was saved, as we burned the grass 
round it before the big ire came. It was situated on a hill which helped, 

I went out then to try 1o make some money. I worked on the Bassano 
Dam and the Main Irrigation diteh, I had purchased two big steers from 
the Moench’s in the Hand Hills, and my neighbor, Peterkin, worked my 
land with these steers 

When I figured I had made enough money I went back to my home: 
stead. T fenced the land, broke two hundred acres and drilled © well. 1 
rented some land from Joe Robb and from Tindle, I bought « good outfit 
fand threshed for lot of the neighbors. 





‘The nevt two winters I worked in British Columbia. I worked on the 
construction of the bridge on the Thompson River. Then I went to 
hrorthern British Columbia and worked in « logging camp with Vie 
Bartman, I was the butcher for the camp, 





Thad my fist experience with snowshoes then, we went thirty-five 
‘alles the First day. You certainly have to learn how to walk in them, 

J went back and farmed for awhile, but things were pretty dry and 
didn’t Took promising. I sold out and moved to Rosebud in the spring 
fof 1927. On one of my return trips to Lone Butte to bring my threshing, 
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machine, I met a lovely girl Agnes Lanktree had come from Ontario 10 
visit her aunt and uncle, Mr. end Ms. Pation. She really took my eye 
and as the roads were rather bad for travelling I was in no hurry to 
return to Rosebud, Agnes and I were married June first, 1927, and 1 
took her back 10 Rosebud with me instead of the threshing machine. This 
Incident caused many a hearty laugh, 








Me, and Mrs ack Gammie 


‘Our five children were born and raised in Rosebud. When the boys 
were grown up they decided they wanted to go ranching instead of 
farming. Alter inguiring around we learned about the Art Davis Ranch 
which Was for sale In 1953 we bought and moved onto the ranch 


Things went quite well for us here, We took the good yenrs and 
the bad. Our children, now grown men and women, have been with us 
all the time; all but Gerald, the oldest, he is out on his own, He is at 
Hussar, Fred is single and is at home; Jim married Maria Vredegoor and 
they live nearby on the Clarence Wilton place; Alice married Harold 
Wilson, ‘They live and work with us. They have two lovely daughters, 
Loulse and Patsy, and we are proud of them; Billy 1s also single and at 
home with ws 








Eorron’s Nore: Me, Gammie was killed in a traf accident jn the 
district inthe spring of 1967. Up ntl the time of his death he was able 
to help with the fen ions, especially at haying time. He used 
to ride the rake every year. He wes always available to drive into town 
for repairs, ete, Mr. Gammie was « kind old gentleman, He loved sports, 
especially hockey. He was never too busy to doa favor or just sit and vst 














THE MARTIN VRI 





DEGOOR FAMILY 


‘The Veedegoor family is one of the latest families to move into the 
district. They came from Keppel, Holland, in 1957 to Me. Vredegoor’s 
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brother at Picture Butte. There the whole family worked on sugar beet 
farms for three years. It was very hard work and long hours. 





‘Through Ted Burns, a nephew by marriage, they learned about land 
for sale in these parts. Mr, Vredegoor came and looked it over end in 1960 
hhe bought it It'was the George Ralsbeck farm. The whole family came 
out that year 


‘The Vredegoors farmed in Holland so they were familiar with the 
occupation. They milked cows for awhile, now have cattle, hogs and grow 
grain, Three years ago Mrs. Vredegoor visited Holland for five weeks 
Both she snd her husband plan another visit son, 





‘The five younger children drove their own sub-van to meet the 
regular school bus at Doug Lenfesiy's place. The last few years the Elmer 
Seal bus drives to their yer. 





‘There are seven children in the happy family. Anne marred Frank 
‘Amendt. They have two children and all live in Hanna, Maria is Mis. 
Jim Gammie. They farm direetly north of Gammic’s. Martin Jr. is at 
present planning t0 work his way through the States, Diane is a school 
Teacher at Regina, Agnes, her husband Danny Martin and wee baby, 
live at Wimboume. They are also farming. Everard Is employed in south: 
cer Alberta; and Tony avtends high school in Hanna, All of the children 
were born in Holland. It was « happy day for the Vredegoors when they 
Freeived their Canadian Citizenship papers. Anne and Martin Jr. were 
tunable to attend so do not have thelts, 








FISH LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 


AAs one can sce by the map this dstlt is mostly lease land. Very 
few people ever lived in this area, When the pioneers came they were 
told "to stay away from those hills", s0 they homesteaded on the more 
level land. The very rolling land was not suitable for farming so it was 
left for grazing. 





‘A very carly rancher, J. F. Coe, came in with a large herd of eatle 
but lost most of them during « severe winter, He moved on when the 
hhomesteaders started coming in, (See story in Dalkieth Section.) A neigh 
bor of Code's, Jim Dalhy, built « monument in honor of Rancher Code 
ined from irons, tires and tin. It is still standing, but « shame to say 
cattle are using it as a rubbing stone 





The few homestetders in the area were: W. H. Knapp, J. C. Plow 
head, H, Peirce, &. H. MeNeil and A, . Bell, The Peirce and MeNelll, 
land was taken over by Emie Peacock, while the Knapp and Plowhead 
holdings were purchased by Ernie Cuddie. ‘These two farmers were the 
‘only ones in the entire area for 2 good many years, and for the last ten 
‘or fifteen the only resident has been Don Cuddle, (Far E. M. Peacock 
story see Elmer School Section.) 
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Mr. and Mrs. B. Cuddie came in the fall of 1916 and rented from 
Knapp for four years. During that time he made improvements such as 
fnew house and a good producing well. In 1920 Mr, Cuddie bought the 
land. ‘The children Don and Jean were born and raised there and attended. 
North West School. There were several homesteaders to the east. Mr, and. 
Mrs. Cuddie and Jean moved away and Don managed the farm and 
ranch by himself for several years. He married Madge Preston and they 
hhave five children, four attend Homestead Coulee School, Don. raises 
cattle and does some farming, There was never any schoo! in this distrit. 











‘The Ogilvie Lease was purchased by Harry Cowan who came from 
‘Ontario. The family consisted of two boys and one gir, In 1990 he sold 
this lease and purchased another divectly south in the area of abandoned 
homesteads. One of the boys--Bert—lived there for quite number of 
years. 








Art Davis came from the Lloydminster district looking for grassland 
for his eattle, The Cowan lease was just what he wanted and he quickly 
bought it end trailed im his cattle. He built « good dam on Fish Creek 
and also built a big barn from cement and himber 











In 1953 Jack Gammie and family took over the Davis Ranch and are 
present owners. The Miller Lease is now property of Dick Cosgrave 


The owners of the remaining areas of land can be derived by careful 


study of the map. The histories of most of them can be found in other 
sections of the book. 
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| REMEMBER 
when we stacked the hay we used a hayrweep, with» team at cach end to 
poll Nand sweep the hey shead of ito the stuck, then up the slide where the 
Ray uat'dumped above the tack. Lawrence often would dive» parally broken 
forge on this implement. Tis was = great place to ute them, because if one 

7 he would tur {he opponte end’ lnm right away. 50 
‘sine cach other, W'wa"romieal Yo see"the herve. rening 
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Every morning, noon or night, we hed to help harness, water and food those 
vd the onforgerble tsk of lenning bars, vevally on the week- 





tke 





When ovr haying was, stely dane with hors. 1 always did the 
aking When Darlene and Merle ware tiny tat Lawrence fastened « box ‘on 
The Went of the sake beside me, for them fo ride in and sleep Im, Al sleepy ime 
Toul lay thom of the sock 
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All that stooking behind the binders, and how prety the fields looked 
tier the sooks ‘were all sot op. The big task of pitching Teese hay ‘onto 
{cls and ihen thing afer tha’ What alow procedure Just to make f more 
iegeting he arm fy Hing at fond you on fop of he Ined or 
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Did you know? The Hand Hil Lake was supposed 
one tite, The high todo content bandos being good for we 
oven aches tnd eh 


have medicinal qualities 
st heat 
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When Mrs, lott and Mrs, MeDonald loaded the season's wos! into thle 

and tk tthe lake. to. be swashed. The. children would 
01 in thet bathing nity swimming ‘or paying in tho sand while the 
‘women send the wools No soap war needed t1 the sode water wat > n 
‘Ectcrgenr W wes thon hong.on bushes to dry while everyone went in search of 2 
‘ear sawberry or ous ip patch, 











ees 





Those bisulfite of horses, sometimes twenty in a, toom, on equipment 
fo bulld onde: it’ wae'a real trl ose fost one man handling the rains and 
‘Boss hers Ineantly bying the ik of the reins and the masier= woe. 





tke 


Way beck in 1923; the Hanna Herald a fll of information tolling of the 
advantages and mininei expense of the pit type silo. Foy years later the Hos 
finaly cought on in hie sr, 
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DALKEITH SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 4141 
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“The. J. 4. Mille lease i now under the name of R. Cosgrave, The other sections 
Gfiand ang xplsined ult clealy inthe, stories. The Hand: Mile Hotere 
tiony- nas bovset «lot af this per of the ile The east Side has boon partly 
Included In too ore secon’ of fn Book at i belonged to Par fist 

The mile long the wert side hor been tieuded nthe Lawsonburg dst for 
Eervanience: in boundaries, The names incuded therein are, Lanes, Coldwell, 
Willers and ialiras stories 





| REMEMBER 


Some reprints that sppetred fm old nawspapert: “He. lot hit balance and 
‘was thrown fo the street, Te hora confiued i mad ath dawn the seet for 
avoral hundred years, hem stopped of is own accord 


tek 


In toe previous 





tH 


bride was gownod in white ace. The bridesmaids! gowns ware punk 
“lor schome ofthe decorations was punk, At the wedding hrs 8 
{iO Rest in he Lard” accompanied by Mex CP 








tke 


(Heras 9 recipe | wouldet recommend): “Blond sugar, flour, cocoa and salt 
‘Add Cog and miley cook until creamy ins double bollor Sic tracery. Add rest 
ef ingrodionte” Mix wall and sores thy, Funeral service will be he Thursday 
Shertoon at hee elec, 











‘he nig: Ha it Bet go ie he shack were 

fhe sat waiting for hime When he camo in he asked, “Are\pou rey fo 90 again?” 

Strprised, he queried, "Whore? "Wel, fo our hema she replied. W was then 
Tafornd ber hey iin wes Hei now, Sie Figured fe we fot net 

Place: W didn fok like much of 5 home to her 





by the lll boya”One momorable evening three of hor or 
{armen the same evening to visit her. She entertained them with delight. Wht 
"doesnt enjoy having thre boy ft ras the minvies and hours 
Reked on it" becme abvio cf the tres’ wiahed te be ft og 
tones who left fet would lve oot wih 
ie boys left for home on helt 
{Sidhe probly cing tho enw whe dda have the tongs fe go home's 
decant hou, hey were ight The oe who stayed was succor in bs sl for 
{nls hand. They were maried abou s year later and lived apply ever ar, 











rs 


hon we wrote an examination evry month and had «repr card avery 
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DALKEITH SCHOOL DISTRICT ‘4141 


These following stories have been told to me and I have written 
them to the best of my knowledge, If any mistakes appear in your story 
it wes done probably by « misunderstanding on my part. If so, T am 
very somry, but please bear with me as it was certainly not intentional 
Thank you all, it was a real pleasure to work with you and T certainly 
appreciate your cooperation, 








Frasers Peacock Monz0x 


WHATS A FARMER? 

What is a farmer? 

He must be engineer enough to run $70,000 worth of machinery, 
and blacksmith end welder enough to fix i. He must be economist enough 
to know when to buy and when to sell and bookkeeper enough to spot 
the weak points in his operation 

He gambles on the weather and prices. He must be veterinarian 
enough t0 spot livestock diseases, castrate pigs, or stick a bloated cow, 
tnd plant pathologist enough to recognize and solve erop diseases problems. 





He doesn't have to be a chemist, but he needs to know what his 
soil fertility level is and what is in ferlizer formolas, He must know 
nutrition 10 properly feed his livestock and fertilize his erop plants. He 
needs to know the herbicides, fungicides and Insecticides that will safe 
guard his crop and yet be safe to the consumer of the food and fibre he 
produces, 

He doesn't have to be 4 diplomat, but diplomacy will help convince 
his wife that @ new tractor will increase profits enough 10 buy her a 
dishwasher 


He doesn’t have to be a psychologist but it might help fo keep his 
childven on the farm when the city boys go fishing, A farmer today is a 
combination capitalist, « day laborer, and a manager. 

He must have brains enough to make many decisions each day and 
brawn enough to toss around bags of fertilizer and bales of ay. Along, 
with this he must have intestinal fortitude enough to be able to walk 
into a bank and ask for a $20,000 loan without batting, an eye 


DALKEITH SCHOOL, 


In the winter of 1923 the people of the district woke up to the fact 
that they had twenty-five school-aged children in the area, and no school. 

They decided to call all the parents together at Fred Doering’s home 
to see what they could do about it The vote was unanimous that a school 
‘was needed, 
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Carl Hartt, Fred Doering and Perey Coldwell were appointed to ste 
the seliool inspector sbout it. At this time they found out that there 
wasn’t enough land there to form a school disrit. Tt was suggested that 
they go to the Parr schoo! board and try 10 obtain one mile along the 
west side of the Parr district as they had been given this extra mile when 
their district was formed, 

A meeting was called with the Parr school bosrd but they wouldn't 
agree to it. This led toa meeting of the ratepayers of both distriets for 
fa vote on it, The inspector chaired the meeting and when the votes were 
fast it was a tle. The inspector had to cast a deciding vote and he voted 
with Parr to koep that mail 

‘This got the district really determined to get a school. Immediately 
they got in touch with the Department of Edvcation in Edmonton and 
told thelr case. Aman was sent down to look into the situation, He 
called a meeting of both distrets so a8 to listen 10 their complaints and 
to find out how many children there were in each home, 

‘When it was all strained down most of the complaints came from 
the people who had no children, but just were afraid their taxes would 
be raise, 


The Edmonton oficial said the children had to be considered and 
gave the mile that was needed to form a school district. Even so, Dalkeith 
turned out to be one of the smallest, if not the smallest school district 
in the province. 





Dalkeith School-teft to right, top row: David Bunniek, John Yasman, Arthur 
Bannich, San Doering, elate Yarman, Eda. Sannick, Hilde Yasman, Frances Pea 
feck “Adeline ‘Doering. tom row ay Hert ‘Stoniey Wart, Relnold Keim, 
{is in, ine Banik’ and Els Bonnie 
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The bids for hauling the lumber for the school were open and Mr. 
and Mrs. Frod Doering were given the contract, Mrs. Doering said that 
it was less than one hundred dollars but she couldn't remember exactly. 


During the summer of 1924 the school was built and it opened in 
September for clases, 


‘The community effort was wonderful, During the next ten years 
‘or so all the people In the district turned out in Full force to do any work 
that hed t0 be done. This consisted of fencing, hauling coal, repairing 
Duildings, ete. all done frce gratis to save on taxes, Some recall that the 
Janitor was pald five dollars & month, 





In the “bad” years when the majority of the people couldn't pay 
their taxes our school kept above board hy receiving tuition from some 
children such as Frances Peacock, the Millers, Briggs and Wittys from the 
distiets with no schools yet. Tuition was pnid for them by the govern: 
‘ment and this helped to pay the teachers’ wages, At that time the tenchers 
wages were around four hundred dollars a year. 


The highlight of the school year was the Christmas concert. A lot 
of time and work were put into them by the teacher and pupils but 
ie really was @ worthwhile effort. It was @ real good experience and 
training for the children, giving them some confidence in. speaking 10 
the eudience. Everyone seemed to come and enjay themselves, even the 
Dachelors, Then, there were the sports days, debates between the schools, 
and ball tournaments, whieh were very interesting and entertaining 


‘There was never much trouble at our school. Dalkeith was blessed 
with a number of excellent teachers. Here is a list of them through the 
years the school was in operation: Miss Nelson, Miss Jones, Miss Cameron, 
Mrs. Lebrman, Mrs. Watson, Miss Minnie Wise, Miss Mildred Sims, Mise 
MeDonald, Miss Owens, Miss Rose, Mise Burke, Miss Moore, Miss Wilson, 
Miss Dorothy: Gibson, Me. Collins, Miss Willams, Miss Marian Bartz. I 
hope T haven't missed any 


Wall the school served its purpose very well and as the pupils grew 
up and moved on, 90 did the school. Our school was closed and moved 
in 1944 to w district south after thelr school burned, ‘There it was used 
‘until schools were centralize 


THE BAES STORY 
by Manmoy Bas ov Hanna 


The Gottlch Baes family came: from South Dakota to Calgary tn 
the spring of 1913, purchased their homesteading papers, and moved 
uring the summer to the part of the Hand Hills later known as the 
Dalkeith distrit. 






























Mrs, Harrison and Mrs, Bannick are thelr two daughters. Fred Ba 
one son, married Emma Schottsneider of Dowling. Their children were: 
Marie of Vancouver, Joan of Edmonton, a set of twins, Fsther of B.C. 
fand Leonard, a carpeiter, who lives with his mother and father at Grand 
Forks, BC 





Martin Baes, another son who lives in Hanna, ean recall: many 
interesting events. Once he was driving eight or ten horses on the grad 
to level the race track for the first Hand Hills stampede at the J. Miller 
ranch, He says he worked many days when they built the Hand Hills 
Club House; he also helped in the building of the chutes. “Of course”, 
he says, “that was when T was single and was my own boss!” All the 
work was donated to 2 good cause 











In 1923 Martin marsled Bertha Bossert of Endieng, They moved 
onto the Lane place and lived there for « few years, then they moved to 
Mrs. M. Kelm's place. A few years later they bought a farm at Endiang. 
Now they live in Henna 

‘They had three boys and one girl, Freda Baes Wasiiwskl, « nursing 
aide in Drumheller Ausilisry Hospital, and lives in Drumheller. Albert 
fives on the Baes farm near Endiang. Edward is an electrician at High 
Level and Rainbow Lake for the olf companies. John lives in Calgary. 





EMANUEL BANNICK 
sy Burr Bantex oF Naconne 

Emanuel and Christina Bannick came from Russia to South Dakota 

in 1907. They stayed in South Dakote six years; while there four boys 

were born. From there they moved 1 the Hand Hills, due to the windy 

Weather of the Dakotas. They and their family lived there some eighteen 








‘They ralsed thirteen children; seven hoys and six girs. ‘They are all 
married end live in various places in Central Alberta and British Colum- 
bia. There are fifty-two grandchildren end fourteen great grandchildren, 
Mr, and Mrs. Bannick celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary. in 
196 








They retired in Kelowna, B.C, and lived there for thirteon years, 
Mr. Banniek then moved to Hanna and passed away in July of 1968. 
The only other Bannicks that have passed away are: Mrs. Bannick in 
October, 1964, at the age of seventy-five, and Dave, tele fifth son, who 
died in 1953, 


This 








is just some of the Bannick family 


G. BANNICK 


Mr, G. Bannick come to homestead in the district at the wonderful 
age of seventy-five. With no buildings on the place, he hed to make a 
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house. He dug a hole and hauled water t It) he then mixed some clay 
like soil and dey grass with it to make real thick mod, end built walls 
for the house. ‘This mud house was sill standing until this winter of 
1967-1968 when cattle rubbed the last of It down. 


SOME EARLY HOMESTEADERS 


The following homesteaders are also worthy of mention, but not 
much information was forthcoming about them. Ul ist some of them 
‘hose names T have heard, but whore stories Ido not know: H, Griffin, 
All White, Harey O'Brien, Joo Wragg, Me. Wyler. 





‘THE EMMANUEL BURGEMIESTER STORY 
ty FRED AND THRESA 

Emmanuel Burgemelster, his wife Magealene, whom he married 
‘in 1898, and their family came from Washington, USA. to Olds. In 
1910 they moved near Hanna and took up a homestead on the Southwest 
‘Quarter Section 10, Township 30, Range 15, West of the Fourth Meridian 

‘They moved with all their stock and belongings and drove oxen, 
‘They drove to Castor for supplies; this journey took three days to make. 
Two or three families would goat one time. One of these wips Pred 
fell asleep and fell off the wagon. One of the men on the carevan spanked 
hhim and told him not to go to sleep agein, 

Like many other homesteaders, their first homes were made of sod. 


‘The children in this family wore Chrstins, Emme, Pred, Ide, Marthe 
fand Emil. In 1914 he married bis soond wife, Teresa, and the children 
from this marriage were Freda, Sam end Teresa. Several children died 
in infaney and since there were no cemeteries they were buried on one's 
‘own property. This was another one of the many hazards of living in an 
undeveloped country 








In 1922 he married Mrs. Kelm and moved to the Dalkeith School 
District and retired to Hanna in 1936, He passed away on April Sth, 1949, 
‘at the age of seventy-three yen, 


Like all families, chic family is spread to various parts of the country, 
fand their married names and places of residence are as follows: Tina 
Knauft and her husband, Jud, farmed for many years south of Hanna, 
sand are now retired and living in Hanna, Emma Kern and her husband, 
Howard, farmed and operated "Kern's Dairy” north of Henne. Emma 
pessed away in 1963, Fred, his wife Emma, and family live on « farm 
South of Henna, direcily north of the homestesd which Fred owns and 
farms, Ia Meyers and her husband, Cecil, live in California, USA. 
Martha Glover and ber husband, Charlie, reside in New Westminster, 
BC, Emil and his wife, Olga, famed in the Dalkeith School Distrie until 
his death in 1996. Freda Pregitzer and her husband, Henry, farmed in 
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the Watts District undl their retirement several years ago, now they 
live in Hanna. Sam and his wife, Jan, end family live in Sardis, B. 
Teresa Faechner end her husband, Bill, live in Hanna (not retired). 








EDWIN CLARK 
ay Eo Bett 

Mr. and Mrs, Edwin J. Clark homesteaded in the Hand Hills in 
1909 on the south half of 9-29-15-4, They originally came from the 
‘eastern states, ‘They were real pioneers, as I believe they told me one 
time no two of their five children were born in the same state. They 
ploneeved in Towa, Kansss, Oklahoma, Texas and Dakote before coming 
to Albert, 


Mrs, Clark was a very fine musielan gnd she taught music. Mr 
Clark had a wonderful singing voice. So it would seem only natural 
thet some of their family were very: musical 

Robert, their oldest son, was a musician from a young man until 
retirement a8 a member of the President's US, Marine Band. 

|A son, Alfred, homesteaded the west half of 4-29-16-4, but now 
lives in Vernon, B.C. 


‘Their daughter Katie (Mrs. McLeod) is living in Calgary 


‘Their other two sons, Miles and Hervey attended the Hand Hills 
Lake school and later Parr school, Miles became musician too, but 
first he had other ideas. He wanted to become « top-notch brone rider. 
He started his career around the corrals and two years and several sore 
of broncs later he rode into the money at Calgary, Medicine Hat, Moose 
Jaw and in the westem states, He also was a contestant at the Hand 
Hills Lake Stampede. In 1926 be became a member of the USS. Marine 
Band and remained until he was retired sbout three yours ago In 1964, 
He lives in Laurel, Maryland. 























ter the family moved back east Harvey lost his life in a drowning 
accident. 


Mr. and Mrs. Clark both pessed away several years ago. 


‘THE CODE STORY 
1 Frvonar Coot or Cannon 
‘My father, John Boyd Code (known as Jack Code), was among 
those who first settled In the Hend Hill. He was bom In 1876 in 
Ontario, In 1892 the Code family moved out to a farm seven miles cast 
of Red Deer. 


Jeck Code, being the second oldest of « large family, decided be 
wanted to go ranching He and the next oldest brother, Ellas, started 
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1 small ranch at Delburne, but in 1900 or 1901 the land around there 
was being taken up by homestesders, so Jack decided to move farther 
east £0 more open land 


He end his brother Duncan took out logs on the flats of the Red 
Deer River between Nevis and Red Deer in the winter of 1900-1001, 
They had these logs sawed into lumber at a small sawmill then operating 
on the river 


In the spring of 1901 they made this lumber into w large raft and 
loaded it, with s wagon gear, harness, mower and rake, cook stove and 
fent. Shorly after the ice went out they started down the river. ‘They 
hhad quite a bit of trouble with sand and gravel bers, but they managed 
to keep the ralt in the main stream. By the end of the third day they 
reached a point clowe io where Dorothy is now. Here they ran up on & 
large gravel bar and were unable to go any farther 





‘They met a rider from a ranch on the river and asked him to ride 
out and find Elias Code, who was bringing horses across country fom, 
Delburne. They unloaded the raft onto a wagon and drove up into 
the Hand Hills 





end of 
Jack Code took out his 
Millers, Jack, Mel, and a sister. 

‘The first winter that Jack and Duncan were in the Hand Hills they 
went to Stettler for supplies, and later shipped cattle Irom there 





With the lumber from the raft they built a shack at 
the Hand Hills Lake. T believe that is. whe 
homestead, The nearest people were th 








As Jack was a fair cook he took on the job of roundup cook, and 
had this job for several years, ‘The roundup in those days was a joint 
clfort where several ranchers joined together in the fall to gether the 
cattle, One year we had to gather all the cattle and dip them for mange: 
hold them for a number of days and dip them again. 





‘Things wont well for the Codes until the winter of 1906-1907. They 
hhad put up quite a lot of hay and stacked and fenced it, several miles 
from where they lived. Winter came early with lots of snow and bitter 
‘old weather. They were unable to get the cattle to the feed stecks as 
most of them drifted away in the storms, In the spring when they were 
able to get a count, they had only about a third of the herd left. Some 
cattle survived by cating bark and small shrubs in the coulees, others 
followed horses that pawed down through the sow for grass, and left a 
small amount for the cows 





‘This was the beginning of the end of ranching in the Hand Hills 
‘The next two years saw a lot of homesteaders come in. The Codes sold 
out in the fall of 1900, Duncan went back to the family farm at Red 
Deer and was sll farming there when he passed away” in 1949. Jack 
Code took up South African Script land at New Brigden, north of Oyen, 
{in 1910. He joined the 187dh Battalion in 1915 but was discharged in 
I917 due to loss of sight in one eye 
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Jack married Flora MeEwin in 1918 and they had three children: 
Finlay, Betty and Duncan, In 1923 Jock Code and family moved to Red 
Deer and then to Carbon in 198, Jack is presently survived by Finlay 
Code of Carbon and Dunean Code of Calgtry 


THE DAN DOERING STORY 
rou ny Mas, Ins Mont axo Ruboueit Docanxe 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Doering and their infant son, Rudolph, came from 

Russia to Odessa, Washington, US.A., in. 1900. In 1908 Me. and Mrs 

Doering, Rudolph, Ted, da, Pauline and Hilda came to Mayton, Alberts, 
by train. This is near Olds 

‘The ploncering urge got the better of them again in 1910. They 

bought from Edwin Clark in the Hand Hills, later Dalkeith school distrit, 
twenty dollars an acre, 








‘They sold their farm in Mayton in May and since they had « full 
line of machinery (for those times) they pat the erop in for the man 
who bought thelr place, tn return for this work the man was to take 
his team and wagon and help the Docrings move their household goods 
find machinery to thelr new place. 

Emma was bom at Mayton so they now had a total of eight in the 
family moving homeward toward the Hills. 


Te took them approximately a week to move from Mayton to Munson 
crossing, Just after they crossed the river It stated to snow qulte heavily 
0 they camped. It turned into a bed blizard, When it subsided in o day 
fr so there was six feet of snow around their tent and wagons. Tt took 
six horses on eae wagon to pull them out ofthe drifts. It was slow moving 
in dhe snow 30 they travelled for two or three more days before they 
reached the homestead sit, 


‘There being no house on the site they set up their tent in the Kelm’s 
yard for the summer until the men could get a house built, 


They recall that there was quite a lot of rain that summer as the 
tent sure did its share of leaking. Ida said, “It seemed to me we had to 
hhang the bedding out to dry every morning’. 


“The Doerings milked cows and made butter in those days as it was 
fone way to help make ends meet. At that time butter was not very 
‘expensive. There were reports of it being as low as nine cents a pound. 


‘Two other children were bor in the Dalkeith district. They were 
Sam and Adeline. 


Mr. and Mrs, Doeting. have pasted on. Rudolph lives in Hanna; 
‘Ted passed away in 1958; Mrs. Adam (da) Moh! lives at Hanne, Mrs. 
ed (Pauline) Leimert lives at Ponoks, Mrs. John (Hilda) Res lives in 
Calgary, Mrs, Oulo (Emma) Pabl of Hanna, Sam and Mrs, Adeline 
Woeich live in Calgary. 
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‘The Hutterites own all that land now but the home quatter, which 
Mrs, Hilda Rea holds. 


FRED DOERING STORY 
sy Mrs. Fas Dotrine 
Mr. and Mrs, Fred Doering and family eame from Mayton, Alberta, 
to that part of the Hand Hills later known as the Dalkeith schoo! district, 
the year 1919. They bought the Alf Claske homestead 





Mrs, Doering lives on the farm yet with her son Ed and daughter 
Bin and son-in-law Archie Diegel. She celebrated her eightieth bisth- 
day on December 25, 1967, and she still takes an active interest in her 
housework and gardens, 


She recalls a few incidents that seem to be very interesting. One 
dy while out helping her husband hay, a very nerve-wrecking experience 
took place. Ed was only four months old at the tine and she had him 
asleep beside the haystack. four-year old neighbor gil staying. with 
them thought Ba would be thirsty, s0 she decided to give the baby a drink 
out of the gallon jug, Of course all she succeeded in doing was. giving 
Bd a good, cool bath and nearly drowning him. One other time Bd wes 
asleep in a box so the gir piled hay beside i until she was able to roll 
him oat of the box so she eobld play with him, 








She recalls when she could buy seven large cans of tomatoes for 
fone dollar, and when eggs were five cents a dazen, not even enough to 
pey for the freight in those times, 

In 1982 Fa went to Olds to help thresh, His wa 
and fifty cents @ day. While there a man hired him to break up the land 
where the Olds Agricultural Buildings tre now located. He was paid « 


dollar « day and his board. He slept in a tent and came home on December 
15th. 





Julie and Fred Bierle came to stey with the Doerings and helped 
them for a few years while Mrs. Doering was hospitalized for so long, 





[Bd wes Santa three times in one night during the Christmas season. 
He says he remembers orchestras playing ntl daylight for only si dollars, 


Mr, and Mrs. Doering hed « family of sie children, Two boys 
passed away before they came to the Hills and Elsie passed away in 1028 
Ed lives on the home place, Mrs. Oscar (Annie) Martin lives In Hanne 
and has one boy end one gil. Mrs. Archie (Edne) Diege! lives om the 
farm and they have one giel and two boys. 





CARL HARTT STORY 
wy Mas. Cant Harr o Eostowtow 
Carl Hartt came to that part of the Hand Hills, later known as 
the Dalkeith school district, to homestead in the spring of 1914. He later 
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‘bought land from Alf Clark across the road; and then moved over onto 
that place. 
Hanna was not listed on the map at that time so he got # railway 
ticket to Munson, a5 that was the closest they could figure out 10 his 
He filed on the homestead that summer. This homestead had been 
filed on by someone before but had been abasdoned so it was open again, 
for the taking 





He bullt a shack and spent that winter there working part time for 


the people who had bought his uncle's place 
He broke some of his land the next summer working for neighbors, 
tuntl the following winter. He then went to Winnipeg to work as 
fachinist in the CNR. repair shop, In the ealy spring he was transferred 
to Mose Jew, 10 work in an ammunition shop making shells for use in 
the war 








He hired some erop pot in on his homesteed the next sp 





In August he got his hand smashed in the ammunition shop so he 
retumed 1 his homestead, 


My (Mfrs, Hartt’) folks came to the High River distret in 1910. 
We farmed there for two years before moving to Calgary 





In the spring of 1915 T went out to the Lone Bute district to my 
sister's, Mrs. Guy Hart, now Mrs. M. Harbourne of Manning, Alberts. 
T spent most of the summer working for mothers who had new artivals. 
Ie wae this summer that I met Carl 





T went back to Calgary for the winter and the next spring we were 
rmarred there, We returned to the homestead and lived there until 1941 
when we went t0 Calgary, Carl worked in a gun shop at Ogden until 
TQM5, Then we retarned 10 the farm until 1954 when we sold the place 
to the Hutterites; we then moved to Edmonton where we all reside now. 


Stanley, Mary and Robert are maried and live close to us in 
Edmonton. Ray works on the Northern Alberta Railroad repair gangs 
and lives with us during the winter. 





‘This isthe where, when and why of the Hartt family. 


Some of my memories go back t0 the times when we worked from 
sixteen to eighteen hours a day. Those were mighty long days! 





remember, t00, the different times when we were away from home 
and were caught In some terrible blizards. ‘The big problem was tying 
to find our way home. Those were anxious times for us, as well as for 
those waiting at home for us to arrive, But for allthis, it as a good life 
fand a great experience 
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‘THE EMANUEL KELM FAMILY 
ay Linus Keim Moron of Caaroaens 

The late Mr, Finanvel Kelm, with is wife, migeated to Odessa, 
Washington, U.S.A, in the early 1900 ‘There, thece of his children were 
bom, namely Gotird, Emma, and Albert. In 1910 they moved. 0 
Alberta and settled one-half mile north of where the Dalkeith school was 
later built, Beeause there were no schools close by at chat time the older 
children were deprived of the education that is every childs right, 














Having lost his wife a few years after coming to Canada, Mr. Kelm 
with a family of smell children, was married to Mrs, Yasman of Walsh, 
Alberta, in 1918. She, too, had been widowed and left with three small 
children, 





In the years that followed Mr, Kelm was predeceased by two of his 
children, Albert and Berths. The family then, in 1920, consisted of Mr. 
Kelm's four children, Gotteed, Emma, Simon and Reinbild, Mrs. Kelm’s 
three children, the Yesmans, John, Elsic and Hilda, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelm’s child by their second marrage, ile 





How proud those parents must have been when a neighbor, George 
Alspach, taking a consus, was quite astounded to learn that there were 
Kelms and’ Yesmans living there. He thought it was all one family 

There is no need to go into the lean years and the hard work, as 
Tm sure all the oldtimers share those same memories. A few though, are 
still more vivid—some good, some painful—the well matched, spirited, 
Ariving team, the big horses that were wsed for the field work, the new 
DeSoto car that was bought at Mr. Nobles garage, where Jim Dove is 
now located. 








Our pride was the family ferm, even the endless whitewashing of 
the old mud farm buildings, and the pride in the painting ofthe new house, 

‘Then there were the never forgotten rips for, oF 10, the doctor, 
sometimes Inthe middle of the night when father's painful attacks 
ecurred 

In 1936, after many years of il health, Mr. and Mrs. Kelm with thelr 
youngest daughter moved to Hanna, The two younger sons were left t0 
Fun the form with the parents stil lending « helping hand when needed, 
Later on Mr. Kelm helped out at the Co-op Lumber yard in Hanna. 








On June 27, 1951, Mr. Kelm passed away in thet Hanna Hospltal 
at the age of seventy-four, A very strict, God-fearing man, but a just and 
Toving father, he hed the love and respect of all his family 


A few years later Mrs. Kelm was married to Wendelen Moench of 
Creigmyle and after a very brief five years was let widow again. She 
Js now remarried to William Walker, formerly of Chilliwack, B.C. After 
spending two years in B.C. they moved back to Alberta and are li 
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Medicine Hat. Mrs. Walker will be celebrating her 78h birthday on 
September 19, 1968, The oldest son, Gottved Kelm, with his wife Alma, 
resides at Hanna; and their two children, George and Violet, are both 
Iarcied. George and Linda live in the States and Violet (Mrs, George 
Sheath) and her hushand and family are at Spondin. Emma Kelm, losing 
her fitst husband Otto Sule, by whom she had wo sons, Wallace and 
Howard, \s married to Dan Sleppert and they are living in the Parr 
disiiet. ‘They have one son Clifford, living at home. Howard, with his 
wife Bette and family, are living on a farm at Hanna. The oldest son, 
Wallace, was killed in an accident. Simon Kelm, with his wife Linds, 
resides at Botha and their son Melvin and daughter Betty Jane are also 
fmarried. Melvin and Pat and their family live at Stettler; Betty with 
husband Alan Clement and family are in Edmonton, 





John Yasman and his wife Leah live in Hanna. They have two 
martied sons: Raymond and his wife Marcia and femily in Edmonton, 
Vernon with bis wife Susan in Hanna, 2 married daughter Sharon with 
her husband Gary Hickle and family at Roselyn. Their younger son, 
Lary, is at university in Edmonton and Dianne is going t0 school in 
Hlsnne. 








Reinhold Kelm, losing his fist wife Christina by whom he hed one 
son, Harold, is now remarried, He and his wile Elsie and son Gary sill 





(Mr. ant Mes. Emmanuel Kein 
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live on the family farm, The older son, Harold, is working at Grande 
Prairie 


Elsie Yasman, formerly married to Steven Moench, by whom she 
had three daughters, Noreen, Janice, and Valerie, is now remarried to 
Johin Holderness of Botha where they reside. The two older girls, Noreen 
tnd Janice, are both married. Noreen with her husband Claude Lapointe 
fand family live in the Kitchener, Ontario area; and Janice Andrus end 
fon Brian at Red Deer, Valerie fs still at school and living at home. 


Hilda Yasman 1s married to David Deering and they are now 
residing in Medicine Hat. Thele family, Eugene, Dolores, Frank, and 

conge, ere all grown up end married. Eugene end wife Ann and family 
live on the home farm at Whita, Dolores with her husband Leonard and 
family live at Acadia Valley, Frank and his wife Margaret and family 
live in Medicine Hat. George with wife Norma and family live in Toronto. 














Lillie Kelm, the youngest daughter, is married to John Moench and 
they live on the Moench family farm at Cralgmyle, Their eldest daughter 
Myrile and her husband George Pruden live at St. Albert; and their 
younger daughter Marilyn is ner last year of high school and lives at 
home. 





Tm sure if one wished to put into print all the memories that come 
to-mind, one could fill a book. As Tm no author I hope these few lines 
will evoke a few memories of « good citizen, his wife and family 


REINHOLD KELM STORY 
‘roxy ay Renuoup axp Baste Kent 

Reinhold has remained on the original Kelm homestead, also has 
the Martin Kelm place and the Burgemeister farm all as one unit nov. 

His first wife Christina pasted away leaving him with one son 
Harold, who is grown up and working up north 

He remarried and has another son Gary. His wile Elsie came from 
Poland and can certainly tell a very interesting and heart warming story 


of her life there, She can keep you entertained for hours telling of terrifying 
fexperiences she suffered before coming over here 





She said she, with lot of others, had no homes and had to work 
hard for boss fn exchange for Tite shelter and’ crust of food. The 
shelter consisted of «sort of shed with a litle straw seatered on the drt 
flor, no heat or blanket. A few scraps of food from the boss table 
Sometimes they were so weak anid sick they felt unable to go on, but no 
tne could loiter They never had baths or change of clothes for months 
So the diseases and filth was almost unbearable. 





She finally heart aboot Caneda where life was a lot easier, She 
said it sounded too good to he true a8 they knew no other life but poverty 
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swith never any money to thelr name, It took a long sime of sneaking and 
Hiding. at nights to get to a relation who was able to give her some 
ausistance and fix up a passport for her on a boat to Canada. 


Now, she couldn’t talk a word of English so she had many worries 
ahead of her yet, Many of us can't even imagine the anxious moments and 
trials she went through even after she landed in Canada. 


She says she ts so grateful and thanks God for her lovely home and 
family here in Canada. 


MR. AND MRS. MARTIN KELM 


Me. and Mrs, Martin Kelm and the Emanuel Kelms came over from 
Besserabia in 1903 to Odessa, Washington, where they farmed for seven 
years. They came to Maple Crock, Saskatchewan, where they stayed for 
{wo months and then came on to Alberta, They spent one month in the 
Mayion district before coming to the Hand Hills in the spring of 1910. 


Each family bought three horses and six cows from their brother- 
in-law, William Pla, and trailed them over to their homesteads two 
miles cast of Hand Hille Lake. They lived in tent at the farm of rela 
ives, Me. and Mrs. Sam Rust, for two months until the menfolk were 
able to bld houses on thelr farms. 





‘The oldest child of Mr, and Mrs. Martin Kelm, Ottila, remembers 
her aunt, Mrs, Emanuel Keim, being lost in a blinding blizzard in the 
‘month of June while hunting for the milk cows one evening. Luckily 
she stumbled on to the buildings but the cows were summerfallowed 
‘und morning 

“The Martin Kelms raised nine children, the oldest of which, Mrs 
Ottla Sleppert spent her fest few years in Bessarabia. She remembers bring 
ing wine from her grandfather's farm over 10 her father’s place. Mrs 
Sleppert’s Family is mentioned in the Sieppert story 

Matilde married Gus Martin; they have three children and live in 
Seskatchewan, 








Bertha married Gus Berreth at Beleker; they have two boys and three 
girls and now farm at Dalry. 

Christ married Erna Kautz, a neighbor gle, and they farmed in 
the district for several years before moving to Hanna where they now 
reside. 

Lydia married Art Sauter; they farmed at many different localities 
before finally buying a farm at Airdrie, 

Sem married Hertha Kautz and they have four boys; Allon, Glen, 
Bryon and Pat, Glen and Bryon have been prominent players in Hanna's 
Minor Hockey program, 






































Albert married Nina Berreth and they live at Calgary after farming 
at Didsbury for some time. They have one daughter, Lois 

Sophia mareied Albert Smith; they have five children and live st 
Baleae 

Fred married Lyla Banco and they now live in Calgary with thelr 
theee children 

‘The three boys, Sam, Albert, and Fred, were all fine baseball 
players and played ball with the Hand Hills team in the late thirties 
find eatly forties. Som owned « Model A Ford coupe for some time and 
this vehicle chesed many x coyote around Hand Hills Lake besides trans 
porting the family to and from dances, baseball games, plenies, ee 
Mr. Martin Kelm died tn 1920 and Mrs, Kelm died in 1936, 


MR. AND MRS, ROBERT KAUTZ 

Robert and Bertha (Schmidt) Kautz were born of German parents 
fn Besssrabia, Russa, They grew to adulthood and were marred there 
on January 24, 1924, 


In 1005 they migrated to Braz. The ocean voyage tok twenty days 
so they. were delighted. when they saw land. They found work on a 
coffee plantation and stayed there for one and a half years, Their small 
‘hil ded of « wopial disease while they were there 

Encouraged by Robert's sister to come to Canad, they made theit 


second big move from St. Paul, Brazil, to New York, This joumey took 
Seventeen days and then another five days on the train to. Hanna, 








They spent the first year in Censda working for Alex and Albert 
fehl; and the first harvest season at a farm near Medicine Hat. They 
then rented a farm for three years and later bought a place four miles 
north of this in 1931, 


‘This farm was just three hundred and twenty acres of poor pasture, 
no buildings, well, or cultivated land, A house that more resembled sn 
overgrown. grain bin was moved in: four horses were used to break the 
land and a few milk cows supplied some money for grocerles, This was 
how their life inthe Hills started, 











Gradvaly their lot improved and by 1956, when they sold their frm, 
it consisted of five deeded quarters and some lease land. ‘They had a fine 
farmsteed with painted bulldings and up-to-date machinery. 





Bertha remembers driving a six-horse outit plowing in the spring 
tnd being thrown sky high when the plow hit a submerged rock, 


they moved 10 Calgary where Mr Kaute passed away in 
Kautz stll resides there. They have Tour children living 
im of Hanna, Hilde Slack of Calgary, Ivan of Blairmore, and 
Melita Grant at Bashaw. 
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JAMES PARR SLEETH 


James Sleeth, a nephew of George Black, came to the district in 
O11 and more-or-less grew up in the George Black home. 

avy school was named after him. He homesteaded in the Dalkeith 
school distrit when he was old enough to take out papers 

He drove the stage around the year of 1916 or 1917, Archie McC 
held the contract for the stage lines hut hired James as « driver. 

“This story is told about him, When he was « young fellow he was 
riding « young green brone trying 40 herd exttle. He wasn't having too 
uch suovess there was ¢ haystack and the eattle kept going around it. 
He finally had to pat some more effort into it, at which the brone 
objected and It took fo bucking. Apparently the brone won on that round 
Ss James found himself at one end of the haystack and his spurs and 
boots at the other 








He now lives near Vancouver. 


W. MILLER 


He came to homestead in the south half of 27-2815 in the southern 
part of Dalkeith district, date unknown. He only stayed a year or so, 
Fie was a middle-aged, very distinguished appearing man with « chin 
whisker. His destination after here is unknown to us, 


MR, SIBBICK AND DAVE REEVES 

‘They came to the Dalkeith district in the early days of homesteading 
and took up homesteads side by side, They came from the Brooks area 
Mhtere they were contractors on the reserve there. Mr, Sibbick was 
Cabinet maker and later retired to Hanna, 
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Par'tiopict the Dalketh map includes Note early borestesdrs: See Dalketh 
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CHAPTER X 
PARR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
conrasavre ay Eo Br 
PIONEERS OF THE PARR DISTRICT 


‘This part of Alberta was surveyed in 1908 and opened to homestead 
In 1909, 





Ir required a lot of courage and optimism to bring a family and 
settle a new land which was seventy or eighty miles from a railroad. 
All lumber and supplies had to be hauled from Bassano or Castor, a four: 
or five-day trip with horses. ‘There were no towns, no schools, no doctors, 
and no hospitals. It was [ust en endless prairie with trails winding around 
sloughs and through covlees with no bridges, Many miles had no trails 
lanl the homesteaders made them by bringing in their supplies for building. 
fand thelr implements for farming. The early ranchers called them the 
Sod Busters but in reality they were Empire Builders, and many of their 
descendants have become prominent In thelr vocations and professions. 











George Gowan was the fist to establish « ranch on the Bull Pound 
Creek in ‘1908, His cattle grazed from the Hand Hills to. Berry Creek, 
scrost what was later to become the Parr district. In 1906 George Black 
‘moved in and built near a spring just off the Hand Hills, and established 
a anch right in the heart of what became the Parr School district. 


In the early 1930s when the municipalities in a large portion of the 
rout aren of Alberta went bankrupt, this land became what is now 
the Special Areas. Approximately seventy per cent of the land within the 
Special Areas became tax recovery land. ‘The Parr School on section 
2.20-15-Wadth was on the border of the tax recovery land. There is no 
tax recovery land in thet part of the Parr School district west of secton 
but east and south from section | and including it, the area is all tex 
recovery land with the exception of three one-quarter sections, Joe 
‘Wraga’s homestead and P. J. Fowler's homestead and. pre-emption 











‘The drought end depression of the 1980s split the Part district almost 
down the centre. The west half remained a farming community whereas 
the east half, with a few exceptions, is grazing land leased from the pro- 
vineial government, Today, hundreds of head of eattle graze on the land 
that George Gowan's cattle grazed on sixty years ago. All that remains 
fof the homesteader’s dreams are the old cellars, the barren acres he 
caltivated thet produce little of forage value, and the enragena Reg Breen 
s0 aptly deseribes in his poem, "A Homestesder’s Broken Drea” 











A HOMESTEADER'S BROKEN DREAM 
He thought he'd found « haven 
In the days of long ago 
And promised, as the years sped by 


4 























That fonder he would grow. \ 
He built his casle in the ai, 

He worshipped at er throne, 

A love for her so beaut 

Would melt a heart of stone 








He tilled her sod and planted es, 
He loved that fertile sol, 

His eatle fed spon her breast, 

To him it was not tol 

A bride he brought to share his home, 
‘And children came to bless 

‘That verdant litle homesteed, 

All his world was bappines. 


‘Then caine the hungry thirties 
With not a drop of rain. 

{A eruel wind tore at his root, 
If left « barren plain. 

A cloud of dust rose in the at, 
‘Choked out the tender wheat; 
‘Against the whims of nature 
He eringed alone and beat. 


Hee fought against the elements, 
‘Those weary dust filled years, 

‘The only moisture on that farm 
His goed wife's futile tears, 

‘The wind and dust and blizzards 
Had broken that stout heart, 

‘And from the land he loved so well 
He loaded on his cart 


‘The few possessions that he'd saved 
From those weary years of til 

{A broken heart and memories 
‘Were buried on thet sol 

[Now thirty-five years lator 

‘As I sped across that plain, 

‘Upon new Highway 36 

T saw his plight again, 





You see, he left a monument— 
‘That hardy pioneer 

1 you will stop and look eround, 
You'll sce it very clear 

For dotted in that erid plain 
‘That stretches south from Hanna 
A few green sticks of handy bush 
“The lowly ceragana. 
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‘They stand and pay a tribute 
‘To thet hardy breed of man 

‘Who grew that tiny windbreak 
When this province frst began. 
Arhomestoad shack, a grove of trees, 
{A heap of rock that share, 

Are just a fond reminder 

(Of the hopes he buried thre. 


fy Rug Brew 


GEORGE BLACK was an adventurer who left Ireland to see the 
world. After working his way acros Canada, he joined the Klondike 
{gold rush and spent four years in the Yukon freighting with dog teams 
fnd river boats, According to available reports he was beyond the Arctic 
cele much of that time 





‘When he returned to Edmonton he homestead at Leduc, but always 
wanting t0 see over the next bill he took a job freighting with Frank 
Morris On a trip east of the Hand Hills he camped at a spring where 
hhe saw thousands of acres of unsurveyed land with ranches from fifteen 
to twenty miles apert, and George decided the area looked like worthy 
place to establish a permanent camp. In 1906 he moved camp from Leduc 
to the present campsite where he built a house which his son Bob cals 
“home” and keeps as Bechelor’s Hall, 


In less than three years from the time George Bleck had setled at 
the spring, his dream of the wide open spaces was shattered by the arrival 
of the surveyors. The land of the Indian and buffalo was marked off in 
townships, ranges, sections and quarter sections. ‘To George Black these 
appeared to be backyard. garden plots. However, George accepted the 
Inevitable and homesteaded the plot of the spring and camp site which 
‘was the northwest quarter of section 34-28-15, He applied for a grazing 
Tease on several sections and developed his vanch where the homesteaders 
were always welcome, There was always open house at the George Black 
Tanch, but it took George some time to get over the fecling that every 
time he stepped off his front porch he was trespassing on someone's 
fgrden plot 








Mr, Black hed corresponded with a lady in England for some time, 
f Miss Eliza Ann Cocks, Alter his ranch was well established arrange: 
ments were made for her to come to Alberta. They were marred at Shep, 
perd and Mrs, Black exme to the homestead in February, 1911, to carry 
fn the tradition of open house ard hospitality; to make 2 home’and ralse 
‘family. There were three children: Robert George, William Sydney and 
‘Agnes Margaret, who were soon reduced to Bob, ‘Syd and Mag. ‘They 
attended the Parr School, With years of hard work, thrift and careful 
management, Mr. and Mrs. Black built their ranch until 1¢ was well 
stocked with high quallty Hereford eatle and Percheron horses. 
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In 1919 Mrs. Black lost a sister in Michigan, Mes, Amelia Francis, 
who left her three children, James, Nicholas and Harriet Amelia, an 
infant. Mrs. Black volunteered to take the family and care for the baby, 
50 James Francis brought his family from Michigan to make their home 
at Parr 








Mrs. Black now hed six children, all under nine years of age, to be 
cared for. There were no power washers, no refrigerators, no. eleteic 
power and no bake shop within a day's drive. All the water for wathing, 
Scrubbing, and cooking, had to be carried from a spring. Cooking, baking, 
washing, preparing school lunches for the older children and caring for 
4 small baby would have seemed sufficient, but Mr, Black and a hired 
rman were also to be accounted for. Mrs, Black had been well trained fou 
the task as her own mother died when Mes. Black was seventeen and 
she had raised six younger brothers and sisters before coming to Albert, 





Alter the First World War and a few dry years, the price of cattle 
Aropped. 10 near 220 and feed became a problem; but George Black 
managed to foed his stock and improve his herd. Ir early March of 
1926 he became suddenly ill nd was teken to the Hanne Hospital where 
hhe passed away a few houre later. In the account of George Blacks 
passing the editor of the Hanna Herald paid highest tribute to a friend 
to all, 2 good neighbor and successful rancher of the Parr district, 








Jost fiten year after teaving her ome in England, Mrs. Black 
was left with the responsibilty of operating «ranch and. providing for 
‘Tamil. Mrs. Back accepted the challenge’ and remained on the ranch 
Aer the family were grown and marred excep Bob she stayed on the 
ranch and Kept house for Bob unt she was pest ninety years of oge 
She pased away in a Drombeller hospital atthe age of miney-three 6 
very remarkable record : 


The old house that George Black built sixty years ago which was 
Mrs. Black's home for fifty-five years and at present i Bob's home, also 
has a rocord—its doors have never been locked 








Bob Black is the only descendant of the homesteaders of the Parr 
istrict wo remain a resident of the dstrit. 





AGNES MARGARET BLACK marred Ford Sullivan and they had 
three childfen: George, Patricia and Kathleen, who ste. all. married 
George, in partnership with Jack Galarneau, operates a business in Hanna 
called the Hanna Auto Specialists, Several years ago Ford passed away 
from bums received in a truck accident. Margaret continues to reside in 
Hanne and has clerked In a store for some time 





WILLIAM SIDNEY BLACK operated the B.A. Service in Hanna 
for about fifteen years after leaving the farm. He passed away suddenly 
at his home in Hanna in early March, 1968. His daughter, Jean, lives 
in Drumheller, His son, Billy, lives in’ Calgary. Sid farmed the Henry 
Griffin homestead before moving to Hanna, 
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JAMES PARR SLEETH came from Ireland about the time this part 
was surveyed, approximately 1909, and made his home with his uncle, 
George Black, until he was old enough to take 2 homestead in the Hand 
Hills His homestead was the northeast quarter of section 9-29-15, 


When the post office was established at Archie MeRae's residence 
‘on the southwest quarter of seetion 2-29-15 and a school was built on the 
Southeast quarter of 2-29-15 which vwas Malcolm McLean's homestead; 
it was necessary to find a name for both. In honor of Jimmie the post 
office and the school were named Par. 





Jimmie Sleth also worked on the Billy Campbell ranch at Dorothy 
and the Lawson ranch at Hussar prior to homesteading. In 1915 he sold 
his land to Alf Clark and moved to the Garden Plains district, then 10 
Gestor, and next to Teme, At present he is living oa a small farm nest 
Vancouver. 





After the pioncer ranchers, George Gowan and George Black came 
to the distrit, the first setlers to bring their families to homestead in 
the Parr district were Mr, and Mrs, A. J. Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Dunesn 
MeRae, Mr, and Mrs, Joe Wragg from Glamis, Ontario, and Mr. and 
Mrs, E. J. Clark from Langdon. Also from Glamis were Malcolm McLean 
and Frank Brocklebank who came in 1910. Soon these family homes 
with their young people became the centre of all socal activites wnt! 
' school was built end a post office established. 





MR. and MRS, DUNCAN McRAE homesteaded the northwest quarter 
of 36-28-15. In the Duncan MeRae family there were Archie, Norman, 
Mrs. Belle Wragg, Mrs. Mary Downs, Florence, and Elizabeth called 
Bessie, 





ARCHIE MeRAE known as W. A. McRae, homesteaded the west 
half of 2-29-15, He was probably the best and most widely known of 
all the homesteaders of the Parr district. 


Archie MeRee and A, J. Campbell were the first to arrive and 
locate land for a group of people from Glamis, Ontario, in 1909, ‘The 
first post office was at Archie McRae's residence. Archie held the first 
contract for hauling the mail to Parr with a tesm of horses, Nearly 
Fifteen years later he hauled mail to Parr, Lone Butte, Buried, Fraserton 
and Forcina with a one-ton Ford sruck. He was sceretary of the first 
School board and a partner in the first steam threshing out. 








His wife, Helen, was a sister of Mrs, John Iverson, They had two 
children, Ethel and Cecil. Helen passed away in 1952 

‘Archie bought grain for the Alberta Wheat Pool at Richdale for 
nearly twenty-five yeas. 

NORMAN McRAE married Beetrice Beck of the Hand Hills, They 
wore blessed with four children: Stanley, Harvey, Rita and Roddy. Rita 
Is now Mrs. Yerex 
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[Norman homesteaded the north half of 25-28-15, A few years later 
hae leased a school section and a Hudson Bay section where he grazed 
catle, 

About ten years after they homesteaded at Part, Mr, and Mrs 
McRae moved % the Hand Hills, Norman traded his homestead and 
pre-emption to Mr, Whittaker for a livery and feed barn in Craigmyle. 

MR, and MRS. A. J. CAMPBELL and four children, Merton, Cora, 
Duncan, and Douglas, settled on section 3-29-15. They were one of the 
first families to move into the district efter it was opened for homestead 
in 1909, 

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell soon became active in church and Sunday 
school work as soon as the school district had been organized. Mr. Camp: 
jell was chairman of the frst school board. Cora Campbell, one of the 
firs pupils of the Parr School, was the first resident to become a school 
teacher. 

When Mr. Campbell bought Ole Askrann's four oxen, he-hired 
Norman McRae © drive them. In 1914 Mr. Campbell eented the land 
to Donald Sinclair and moved to Delia where he helped to organize the 
Delia town council. They lived at Endiang, Richdale and Hanne at 
various times. In the years the land was not rented, they would move 
buck to the homestead where they were always welcomed by their old 
friends and neighbors. 

During the First World War Merton Campbell joined the Canadian 
[Amy where he served until the end of the war 











Moc Mele 





Olle Aakrann, Norman Mclean, George Alspach (approx. 1920) 
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MALCOLM McLEAN was one of the first setlers to homestead 
In what became the Pare district. Maleolm settled on the cast half of 
section 2-28-15, The Parr School was built on Maleolm MeLean’s home: 
stead, on one and one-half acres of land which Malcolm donated for 
that purpose. 

About two years after Maloolm arrived from Glamis, Ontario, his 
brother, NORMAN, came to the district. Norman bought school land 
at Pare and made his home with Malcolm. They were proficient farmers, 
very efficient operators, neat housekeepers, active in soclal life and the 
UPA, and keenly interested in polities, 

Malcolm and Norman kept Bachelor's Hall at Parr until they sold 
to Alex Johnson and retired to Calgary where they now resiae, 

MRaand MRS. JOE WRAGG, the latter being the former Belle 
MeRac, homesteaded the northeast quarter of 36-28-15. They farmed the 
Harry O'Brien place a few years and the John Iverson holdings. Mr. and 
Mr. Weage were very active in the community. Mrs, Wragg was a 
member of the local W.C-T.U. Thore were four children; Wilson, Elsie, 
Archie and Bert 

FLORENCE MeRAE marvied ALFRED CLARK and they home: 
steaded the west half of 4-29-15, He soon bought more land, the north: 
feast quarter of 32-28-15 and Jimmic Sleeth’s homesteed, the northeast 
(quarter of 9-29-15, 











‘They were progressive, sociable, and contributed a great deal to the 
evelopment of a new distict, Alf was a good farmer, usually producing 
better than average crops, He wes skillful boxer and was aetive in all 
‘community affairs 


Alter selling to Fred, Doering in 1919, Mr. and Mrs, Clark moved 
about for several years. They moved 10 the Solon district, operated. @ 
forniture business in Hanna, a butcher business in Seapa, end eventually 
moved to Dawson Creek, Britsh Columbia, where Alf was in the real 
estate business acting also as mayor for several years In 1967 they retired 
in Vernon, British Columbia, 








Their son, Gerald, a doctor, sa very prominent psychiatrist living 
in Philadelphia, Their daughter, Shieley, Mrs. Garth Campbell, lives in 
Prince George, British Columbia, 


BESSIE MeRAE married FRANK BROCKLEBANK and they home- 


steaded the south half of 7-29-14, They had three children: Chester 
Phyllis and Ronnie, 








Frank was @ partner in the Big Four shreshing outfit where he was 
cngincer for several years. He was good farmer, a friendly neighbor 
fand an efficient operator, 

In 1924 Frenk end Mrs. Brocklebank left the Parr district to. buy 
train for the Alberta Pacific Elevator Company at Halladay, Rose Lynt 


ait 















































and Delia, Then he wes appointed travelling superintendent which post 
tion he held until is retirement in Lethbridge a few years ago, 


GEORGE ALSPACH homesteaded and pre-empted the south half 
of section 12-29-15, George soon fied into the social life at Parr, and 
Swat recognized as & good farmer, a neat housekeeper and an excellent 
tarpenter. He enjoyed. plowing a straight furrow end building a straight 
fence, He also. kept very good horses and equipment. George operated 
his farm elficiently for nearly thirty years then selling to his nephew, 
Norman Alspach 


Floyd Alspach, Harry Sta 





HARRY STRUBLE homestended the north half of section 12-29-15 in 
1909, coming west from Ohio. Mrs, Struble arrived in 1916, Harry was 





‘4 member of the Municipal Counell for several years and they both 
took « keen interest i all commu 





Albert, Nellle, Florence and Harsy, Junior (known os Huddy) were 
bom, raised and attended school in the Parr district. After Mr. and Mrs. 
Struble retired. in Calgary, Harry, Junior continued to farm the home 
place until 1967 when it Was sold 10 Gene Hutchison. 





Albert, residing te Calgary, is married and they have two daughters. 
During World War IL Albert was in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 





Nellie, Mrs, Boyd Werdlow, has resided at Mayerthorpe for several 
years with her family. 
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Florence, Mrs, Newsome, lives in British Columbia with her family 
Harry, Junior resides in’ Calgary at the present time 





HOWARD STRUBLE, Harry Struble's brother, homesteaded the 
northwest quarter of section 7-29-14, After proving up his land, he event 
ally took up residence in California, where he spent the remainder of 
his ie, 

ALEX MeRAE came to the district from Okotoks and! homesteaded 
the north half of seetion 10-29-15. His son, Jack, homesteaded in the 
Normandale district, ‘They moved buck to Okotoks after proving up on 
thelr land. Jack wes back for a short vist in 1916. I have never heard 
anything of them since 

‘There was a MR. N. D. DICKSON who homesteaded the east half 
‘of section 30-28-14 which would be the southeast comer of the Parr 
School district, acconding to Harry Struble's record 








Mr. Dickson didn’t stay in the community very long. Normen 
MeRae was one of his nearest neighbors and Norman has no knowledge 
of where he came from or where he went. 

MR. and MRS. DAVE LEICHT homestetded the northeast quarter 
of 7-29-14, the northeast corner of the Parr School district. Dave Lelcht 
was in partnership with John Gall in steam threshing outfit in the Bull 
Pound ‘area, Their social life centered around the Bull Pound School 
Assit, Mr. and Mes. Leicht soon moved from the Parr School distre. 

‘The Dave Leicht homestead was the home of MR. and MRS. EPH 
HUNTZBERGER for a short time, When Mr, Huntzberger discovered 
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that he could not drive his car through a deep coulee on the Leicht 
homestead, to get out to the toad after a rain or snowstorm, he didn't 
remain for very long 

The SETH BURNLEY family lived on the Leicht homestead for a 
brief time followed by JAKE ZIMMERMAN for afew years, 

RHEUBEN WARD homesteaded the south half of section 31-28-14. 
Rheuben, his brother, Earl anda friend, Alex Paul, came to the Parr 
district and setup Bachelors’ Hell on Rheuben’s homestead. Alex soon 
fnoved to the Clivale district while Earl remained in the Parr district for 
several yeas 

Alter batching & few years, Rheuben returned to Minnesota where 
hhe became entangled in matrimonial affair which grestly improved 








elon Iverson, Helen MeRae, Hrs. liver, 
‘itpech tm Davon Reeves, Mes: Mary 


inger, Mes, Rosbon Ward, Mes. Floyd 
rds (okie at Hon ils take 1922) 





his status, Mr. and Mrs, Rheuben Ward entered into the social life at 
arr end helped to build the community 

There were three children: Dorothy, Lloyd and Ruth who all 
attended the Perr School. The family moved to the Rose Lynn district 
find then to Rochester, Alberta, where I believe Rheuben resides at 
present 

JOHN IVERSON homesteaded the south half of section 36-28-14 

‘Mrs, Iverson was in charge of the Parr Post Olfice for about fourteen 
years, As ¢ result, twice « week on mail days the Tverson home was the 
entre of neighborhood news and views. Mrs. Iverson was very prominent 
fn socal and church work while both took an active part in all community 


alfirs. 
‘Their daughter, Helen, attended Parr School until the family moved 
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o Calgary where she finished her education. On a visit back wo the 
Gistit, John was accidentally killed in the railroad yards in Hanna, 

TOM BYERS homesteaded the north half of section 1-20-15. Tom 
lived on his homestead in the winter, hired some work 0 be done on the 
land, and after completing his homestead duties on one-quarter section 
he departed in the spring of 1915, ‘Thus far, I have not contacted enyone 
who heard from him again, I knew Tom to be a good natured sociable 
fellow 

‘THE PLOYART FAMILY settled on section 6-29-I4. Mr. Ployart 
was a railroad man end didn't remtin on the land. Athol farmed the 
place after the family moved away until 1917 when Ben retumed to 
Farm and to operate a strip coal mine for two years. Then, he and bis 
wile, Jenny, moved to the Pesce River country and Frank’ and George 
Brocklebank operated the mine 

‘About 1929, ‘Tom Stubbs re-opened the strip mine in the Ployart 
Coulee and moved the family to the Parr distret. Here Louise, Jack, 
Jessie, Ruby and Richerd attended the Parr School. Douglas, the young: 
ft, Was at home 

IAN McKENZIE resided on the west half of section 92-28-14 which 
was his homestead, He served overseas In the First World War, returning 
to operate a strip ooel mine and finally moving to British Columbia, 

MR. and MRS. BIRD HOWE ceme from Michigan to the Parr 
Aiswiet to homestead the north half of section 31-28-14, In the early 
1920s, they moved to the High River district with their family of two 
boys, ‘Tom and Chauncey, where Mes. Howe and the boys still reside 
Tom attended Parr Schoo! 

OSCAR HOWE, brother of Bird Howe, and Oscar's wife settled 
fon the east half of stetion $2-28-14, Alter a few years they moved back 
to Michigan. 

Another brother, JOHN HOWE, his mother and two sisters, Mar 
guerite and Maud, arrived from Michigan and lived on Oscar's homestead 
for severel years, Marguerite and Maud attended Parr while there, Later, 
the four retumed (0 Michigan. John married and then retumed to the 
Pate district. 

CLYDE MOORE homesteaded the west half of section 30-28-14 
where he and his wile resided for several years. Beatrice, Homer, Elmer 
fand Mary Ann, thelr childeen, attended the Parr School 


























In the early 1920s, the family moved to Hanna, where Clyde Moore 
bought grain for severe] years. He operated the National, the frst elevator 
to be built in Hanna, Later, the family moved to High River 





HE FIRST AUTOMOBILES 
Bill Sibbick and Dave Reeves, who were partners in. contracting 
and building, homesteaded the N. Vp See. 33-28-15. In 1915 they bought 
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the first automobile in the Parr district, which was a Model T Ford 
roadster. In 1918 Bill ibbick acquired @ Model T touring car, 1917 model 

Alf Clark bought the second new ear in the Parr district in 1917, 
This ear was a Gray Dort touring car. These touring cars were a deluxe 
model as long as the canvas of rubber cloth covering and side curtains 
kepe the sain and sun out. Whee the tops and side curtains became 
dilapidated the whole top was removed end the cers were known as 
‘Open-Air Jitneys, Tin Lizzies and Pneumonia Specials and many other 
unprintable monickers 

By the late 1920s, nearly ll the residents of the Pare distrit owned 
4. car of some description, Many of them kept a few milk cows and hauled 
their cream to the creamery, spent a portion of the cream cheque to buy 
gas to operate the ear; and a new phrase was coined, “The horses poll 
the buggy, but the milk cows pull the ear.” 

In the 1930s with drought and depressed prices the motors were 
pulled ot of many of the cats and they were built into Bennett Buggies 
‘with horses pulling them. 


‘THE FIRST THRESHING MACHINES 

Archie MeRae, Frank Brocklebank, Ole Aakrann and John Iverson 
formed a partnership to buy the frst steam threshing outlit in the Pare 
district, They were known as “The Big Four” 

Tn 1916 John Iverson bought the Cudmore brothers’ steam outfit, 
Frank and Ole ran the Big Four outfit while John and Archie ran the 
Cudmore outfit which was a retwm five with the smoke steck on the 
hack end. 

‘The 1915 and 1916 crops were heavy with long straw so the two 
outfits had a long ran. The 1917-1918-1919 crops were short due to 
rought and the old Cudmore outfit wes never pulled out after 1917. 

Tn 1920 Bird Howe and Fred Hayes brought in a gasoline wactor 
and threshing outfit. A few years later Alfred White and Jim Dalby 
bought gas outits and the big steam threshing outfits were on the way 
out. There were very few of them operating in this part of the country 
ser 1925, 

HARRY O'BRIEN came from North Dakoto with the E. J. Clark 
family and homesteaded the east hell of 4-20-15. He hired Norman 
McRae with four oxen to plow a few acres of prairie sod in 1910, Miles 
Clark recalls the oxen ad formerly belonged to Ole Aakrann, who was 
Norwegian. However, Norman couldn't speak Norwegian and the oxen 
apparently didn’t understand English, ‘To get relief from the heel les 
the oxen would sometimes drag the plow and Normen into e slough 
for a rest, similar {0 the present day coffee break 




















Considerable changes in farming methods have occurred on the 
Harry O'Brien homestead since 1910 when Norman McRae broke prairie 
sod with four oxen, Today a young fellow from the Hutterie Colony 
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cultivates the same land with « forty-two-foot cultivator at five times 
the speed per hour. 


Harry and hie wife spent the summer of 1915 on the homestead. 
“The last heard his address was Sweet Home, Oregon, 


OLE AAKRANN homesteaded the south balf of 10-29-15. Ole wes 
fan important pioneer of the district. He eame from Norway and was 
the first homestesder in the Parr district to work oxen until he sold them 
to A.J. Campbell, Ole was « partner in the first steam threshing outfit 
also, He threshed with the steam engine until 1925 when he operated 
fa Romley ges outfie with Roy Embree as engineer. He built the Parr 
School and the Hand Hills Lake School 


(On a trip to Norway during the Second World War he was lost 
at sea, There are many versions as to what happened. Some believe the 
Ship was torpedoed, Norman MeRae feels certein the ship was sunk 
Ipeeause no one here ever heard from Ole again. Ole was well liked, 
having « grest many friends in the Henna district. 

DAN FOWLER homesteaded the south half of 1-29-15, In 1916 
hhe married May Nelson who was the tencher at Perr School. She was 
very active in the community until she passed away on the homestesd 
jn 1921 from a heart attack 





























Dan and his brothers, Hugh and P.J—Pete, came from Kingston, 
Ontario. Hugh homesteaded on the Bull Pound flat end made his home 
with Dan for several years before returning to Ontario, 


‘The family owned Standardbred race horses in Ontario, ond Dan 
brought some to All ‘were no harness races in thls. part of 
Alberta at that time so Dan brought in some Thoroughbreds .The firs 
‘was a little brown stallion named Hudson Bay, which proved to be too 
fast for the Tocal ponies, Another horse, “Two Bis”, galned a lot of 
publicity, Dan imported two more good Thoroughbreds and then moved 
to Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, where he passed away In 1992, 


While Mr, and Mrs, Fowler lived in the Parr distiet, John Stasiak 

resided with them far a time, He jockeyed Dan's race horses for a few 

‘years until he became too heavy. The last T heard of John he was living 
Calgary. 


P. J. FOWLER, known as Pete, was among the first homesteaders 
in the Pare district and setted on the south half of 25-28-14. Pete was 
fan ardent observer ofall that was going on, a clever politician and inter 
fsted in all sports and neighborhood affairs such as pienis, dances and 
Social gatherings, Pete could bring life to deed party with his quick 
wit and good. humor. 











He was as keenly interested in horse racing 4 his brother, Dan. 
He was the offical starter for the races at the Hand Hills Lake Stempede 
tuntl he moved back to Kingston, Ontario, in the fall of 1926. 


433 










































Mrs. Fowler was a native of Kingston, Ontario, and assisted in 
fpumerous ways in pioneering the Parr district, Mr, and Mrs. Fowler 
faised a family of ten children, Since returning to Kingston in 1926, 
Pete has made several visits back to Parr and the Hand Hills, He is 
the only homesteader of the Parr district who retains the ttle of his 
homestead at the present time, 1968, 

MR. and MRS, EDWIN J. CLARK—One of the very. prominent 
families to homestead in this district was the Clark family with their 
three sons: Allred, Miles and Hervey. An older son, Robert, reskded in 

District of Columbia, where he was @ musician in. the 
ine Band. A daughter, Katie, Mes, McLeod, resided 














in Langdon, 





th Bellon way to Parr schoo, September, 1920. Rl pe 
EE'SEISGG oben lak So an of 4 ie ban W949 





Mr. and Mrs. Clark homesteaded the south half of 9-29-15, sich 
was che west boundary of what became the Parr School district. They 
left the State of New York as young people to pioncer in the west, living 
in Towa, Kansas, Oklahoma, ‘Texas and North Dakota, before coming 
to Alberta where they lived at Langdon prior to homesteading in the 
Hand Hills. No two of their children were born In the seme state 











Mr. Clark was a member of the Hand Hills Municipal Couneil for 
some time. Mes. Clark was a talented musician bringing the first plano 
to the Pare district, where she helped develop the social life of the 
community 


Miles and Hervey attended both Pare and Hand Hills Lake schools, 
Miles was a musician and also became prominent rider at the first 
Hand Hills Lake stempedes and later at Calgary, Medicine Hat, Leth: 
bridge, Moose Jaw and several shows in the western states, In 1926 he 
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joined the United States Navy and was @ member of the Marine Band 
until bis retirement a few years ago, After the family moved back to 
the eastern states Hervey lost his life in a drowning accident. 

WILLIAM PITT MILLER homestesded the south hal of section 
28.28-15. The Miller amily lived. in Edmonton but ypent the sommer 
months on the homestead, Mr, Miller had been employed by the 
Eaton Company. Their son, William, was a dentist and he brought his 
family to the homestead for a holiday in 1914. T remember they men 
tioned another son and two daughters, 

In the fall of 1914 Mr, Miller hired Howard Anderson and me t0 
do some plowing after the crop was taken off, Howard was a happy sort 
of Fellow s0 no matter how dark the eloed he could find the silver lining. 





While we wete working there the nights were very cold. We slept 
in a tent with no stove and tied the horses to our wagons because Me. 
Miller had never built a stable, Belore the plowing was finished, one 
‘morning we stepped out of the tent into several Inches of snow. The 
ground. ‘wes frozen and the happy expression on Howard's face fraze 
fas we broke the lee in the water hole for the horses. We dug our harness 
fat of the snow, losded onr equipment and each headed his own way 
Howard headed for Lone Butte and I returned to the Hand Hills 








I never drive past the Miller homestead without looking down the 
Miller coulce end thinking of Howard Anderson ond the Miller family. 
They wore all fine people 


MR. and MRS, HENRY GRIFFIN and two sons, George and William 
(both grown men), came from North Dakota to homestead the southeast 
‘quarter of section 53-28-15 and the northeast quarter of section 28-28 
in 1910, Mr. Griffin was the only one to homestead as George soon 
departed, 





Mr, and Mrs. Griffin were elderly people and Willie was @ near 
invalid. Therefore they didn't get out much socially but they were 
Guite populer with the older residents, Mr, Griffin had been a carpenter 
but was more or less retired when they came to the homestead, 





In_ 1917 they rented the land t0 George Black and moved to the 
State of Washington to be neur a marred daughter who lived in Tacoma. 
‘They corresponded with Mes, Black for several years. Their daughter, 
Mrs. Charles Hopwood, inherited the land and sold it to Mrs. Black 
jn 1931, 


MR. G, BANNICK homesteaded on the northwest quarter of 9-29-15 
in 1915 at the ege of seventy-four, He came from Russia and didn't 
speak English, Tle was very energetic for @ man of bis age 

The first year be lived in a dugout on the south side of a il 
During the winter the snow drifted so deep over the dugout that he built 
a mud house in the open the next year. When he decided where he would 





































build the house he carried two pails of water from a slough, dug a shallow 
pit and mixed the dirt and water with straw that a neighbor had hauled 
for him. With this mixture t0 which was added rocks, he started the walls 
As the pit got wider the walls became higher and he managed to finish 
fone room before the slough dried up that year, Mr, Neubauer hauled 
lumber for the roof, The next year he built a lean-to against the first 
room where he kept chickens 


The walls of the old mud house stood for nearly fifty years. My 
cattle rubbed the last corner down this spring of 1968, However, the pit 
hhe dug and the rocks he carried will remain a monument until someone 
hauls the rocks away and cultivates the pit and heap of dirt. Then the 
cold man will be forgotten, 


ALERED WHITE came west from Tilsonburg, Ontario, He worked 
fs a farmhand in Manitoba end Saskatchewan and as a lumberjack at 
Prince Albert. He worked for the Lineham Lumber Company at High 
River and at Rocky Mountain House and Sundre for local outfits, 


Alfred was also a trapper and spent the winter of 1912-1913 eradi- 
cating wolves in the Wintering Hills south of Drumheller, where. he 
collected a bounty from the local ranchers. He established @ trap line 
fand camp on Sullivan Creck west of High River for the winter of 1913 
1914, ‘This was the last of his trapping expeditions. From that time, he 
farmed his homestead, the southwest quarter of 33-28-15 and the north- 
‘west quarter of 28-28-15 until his death from « brain tumor In 1932. 














‘THE PARR POST OFFICE 


The first setlers of the district received their meil at Hand Hills or 
Lawsonburg Post Office, until « post office was established at Archie 
MeRae's residence. It was soon moved to John Iverson's residence, At 
this time the mail came from Basseno to Dorothy, Lane Butte and Par 





‘The post office reesived fs name from James Parr Sleoth, a nephew 
‘of George Black, who was living with his uncle. I it was beeause: Pere 
‘was a short unusual name, or because Jimmie was an unusual fellow, 
or ifthe residents voted for a name; no ane seems to remember, but the 
post office was named Parr in honor of James Pare Sleth 





Archie McRae held the first contract for hauling the mall from 
Dorothy with a team of hones ona democrat in summer and a home- 
rade sleigh or jumper in winter. We called it the stage because he also 
‘carved passengers and small freight 


Some of the lady passengers told some pretty tall tales concerning 
their trips, One was that during a blizaied Archie stopped at « bachelor's 
shack to find shelter from the storm, While there, le used the wash 
basin for a mixing bowl for making the biscuits and fried the bacon, 
potatoes, hot cakes, ete, on top of the stove without benefit of skillet 
after sweeping the top with the same broom used for sweeping the floor. 
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‘There were numerous bachelors in those days and most of them 

were neat, onderly hovsekeepers and their hospitality more than com. 

pensated for any discrepancies in their housekeeping. The doors were 

never locked and the walls were often adorned with such verses as 
You are welcome as the flowers in. May 
But wash the disbes and put them away.” 

‘This meant, if you found nobody home, help yourself, but leave the 

house in order 








Archle sometimes hired someone to drive the stage. Herman Castin 
drove for a time, and I belleve Gordon Cruickshank drove also. Then 
there was a change and the mail came out from Hanna to Pare, Lone 
Butte and Burfild, returning to Hanna by way of Fraserton. This was 
two-day trip with horses and during the winter of 1915-1916, Jimmie 
Sleeth was the driver. 





For a few years, Geordie MeCullough took over the stage and mall 
with a Model T Ford when the trails permitted. Geordie was & master 
mechanic and could herd a Motel T over the prairie trails comparable 
to a cowboy behind a bonch of wild range horses, After a rain there 
would be water holes clear across the trail, If they appeared to be too 
deep, Geordie would weight the fence down with rocks, drive around 
the water hole, remove the racks and be gone with the wind. 


Eventually we acquired « mail route from Hanne to Pare and back 
to Hanna in 1926. The post office was closed and the Iverson family 
moved to Calgary 





‘THE PARR SCHOOL NUMBER 2429 


According to an account written by Harry Struble several years 
ago, the Parr School District comprised a block of land four miles north 
tnd south by five miles east and west, with the school in the centre on 
the southeast quarter of section 2-20-15. The one and one-half acres 
‘of land for the school was donated by Malcolm McLean 


The first school boerd elected included Harry Struble, A. J. Cambell 
ts chelrman and Archie McRae as secretary. Ole Aakrann was given the 
‘contract for bullding the school ia 1911 


Miss Katle ‘Thompson was the first teacher. Cora, Duncan and 
Douglas Campbell, Marjorie Ployart, Bessie MeRac, Lloyd Gaston, Miles 
Glork, Reg. Moulding, and Hickman and Sheldon Cruickshank were 
Miss Thompson's pupil. 








In two years from the time the first homesteaders arrived, Parr had 
Aleveloped Into a community with a school, a post office and a stage 
route. The school soon became a community centre for church services, 
social gathering, dances, ULF.A, meetings, ball gemes, concerts and plenis. 
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Reverend Cruickshank conducted church services for several years 
Then young student ministers took over for the summer months wnt a 
chorch building was moved to the southwest quarter of section 2-29-15, 
Which was one-half mile west of the school. This was twenty years after 
the schoo! was built, 











Pranic at Part School, 1921-Back row: unknown, Frank. Brocklebank, unknown, 
Cninown, unkown, Mrs Alepsch, onkown, Grendime Meee, Helen Mae, fs 
Sr Sinjer Me "Siroble fee: Blacks Middle of piure: Floyd Alspach, Mac 
Meteam, Sle Askrann, Norman MeRso, holding. baby Harry’ Strublay 

Florence Strobe, unnown, unknown; John Howo, Bea Seni, Mes. Ruabon War 
[Mrs D. Reeves, Helen ivarion, Grandpa Mae, unknown, 5. 0 
[Norman Alspach, David snd Bsty Alspach, Don and Joan’ Bend! 











We now have the consolidated schools and as a requle Parr was 
closed In’ 1959 and the children are bussed to Homestead Coulee. The 
building was sold to Adolph Doering and moved to the southwest quarter 
of section 10-29-15, Later, Robert and Leroy Hayes transported it to 
their home place in the Normandale district, to be used for a shop and 
garage, 








We have wimessed numerous changes since the school children 
walked or rode a pony three or four miles to school. The first setters 
Sometimes drove a team of horses on a sleigh twenty miles to ettend a 
dance at Parr where Frank Brocklebank played the violin, Mrs. Clark 
the piano and John Howe the banjo or mandolin, Mr. and Mrs, Donald 
Sinclair, Archie McRae and Mr. Wragg entertained everyone with the 
Tlighland Fling. After the U.E.A. meetings there would he « socal session 
of singing and entertainment, Mr, Clark had an excellent voice, Bill 
Sibbick would sing comic English songs and Frank Daley's Trish songs 
wll not be forgotten. ‘The only reminder of the Parr School Js a few 
blocks of cement, romans of the foundation 
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The church has been moved by Dan Sieppert to a location near 
hhis shop to be used a5 a garage. There are four lonely graves in the 
church yard, Mr, and Mrs, Dan Doering, a six-year-old son of Mr. and 
Mrs, Jake Sieppert and Lester Rust, Cus and Dorothy Rus's baby. 

To celebrate the opening of the Parr School the young. people of 
the neighborhood held dance at the school. Norman MeRae drove & 
team of horses on home-made sleight up into the Hand Hills to take 
Miss Elsie Wood t0 the dance, She was the teacher of the Hand 
[Lake School and was boarding at the Beaudoin Ranch. 








‘There was no trail and mo fences so Norman beceme lost. After 
driving around for some time he finally came 0 some buildings and 
found he was at Grant Yoder’s homestead, Tt was getting late and there 
was little chance of finding the Beaudoin Ranch. Grant Yoder gave him 
his land numbers and ssid if he would go sit miles straight south he 
would be near enough to find the school, Norman lined up some stars 
1o help keep his directions and headed south, 





After some time the team stopped. At night on the prairie with deep 
snow on the ground end no moon, everything looks about the same 
Ghether ft is @ hill or a hole in the ground. Norman couldn't see the 
Team had stopped at the very brink of a deep coulee. Norman raised 
fis whip, shouted the orders, and the team plunged over and slid to the 
bottom with Norman, robes and blankets, piled against the front of the 


sleigh 


Alter tking stock and finding the outfit all in one unit and no 
tharm done, the next thing was 19 lind a place to get out of the coulee. 
pon exploring the banks for some distance he found a spot where he 
ft the team and sleigh out, However, he was lost again until he came 
fo house which was Mr. Sieppert’s. Here he obtained the seetion numbers 
of the land and calculated the general direction of the school. 





Norman arrived at the dance shortly after midnight without a 
partner, Av there were only three ladies present Norman finished the 
Dight with « handkerchief tied around his arm taking the place of @ 
Tidy tm the square dances, Miss Wood probably never knew what she 
missed, ‘Thus the Parr School was officially opened as the social centre 
of the community 


‘TEACHERS OF THE PARR SCHOOL 











Katie ‘Thompson Rilla Mobt 
Laura Cones Dave Voth 

Mes, Coldwell Mary Hnatutle 
Mrs, Lane Evelyn Damsgard 
May Nelson ir MeClary 
Grace Baldwin Walter Adolph 
Jean OBrien Jim Lynn 
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Marion Thompson Margaret Lamb 


Sheldon Buckles Mrs M. E. Shannon 

Mardo Melcod ‘Miss Kathleen Shennon 

Mr. McDougall Miss Slater 

Miss MeNetl Lillian Anderson 

da Hansen Dorothy Code 

Frances Noble Marjorie Willioms 

Miss Attwood Mrs, Whittaker 

Alice Lofgen Marjorie Gray 

Mes. Katie Brocklebank Lavonne Harrison 

Alvi Cason Evelyn Dieter 

Miss MeMullen Mrs. Wilson 

Mariel Cranston Mrs, Rickenbaugh 

Lawrence Meliom Mr. Jack MeClaren 
Doreas MeGrath, 





MR, and MRS, DAVE RUST were members of pioneer families. 
Dave was the son of Mr. and Mrs, Sam Rust, homesteaders of the Hand 
Hill, Helen's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rheinhold Siewert, homesteaded 
Jn the Golden Hill district. 





Dave and Helen Rust set up housekeeping on the Harry O'Brien 
homestead about 1931. There were two children, Ruby and Richard, who 
both attended Parr School, 

Dave and his brother, Gus, operated a threshing outfit in the distret 
until the combines put the threshers In the fence corner, Dave operated 
clficintly until his health forced him to leave the fart, 

Ruby, their deughter, married Emil Sieppert and they farmed the 
land until it was sold to the Huterite Colony. ‘Then they moved to « 
farm north of Hanna, 


MR. and MRS, ALEX JOHNSON came to the Parr district 10 
farm the Duncan MeRae homestead, the Joe Wragg homestead and 
the John Iverson homestead for several years. Then they bought Malcolm 
and Norman MeLean’s land and moved 10 the Maleolm MeLeen homestead, 











‘Alex and Mary Johnson are both from pioneer families as Alex 
Johnson’s parents homestcaded in the Fraserton district and Mary's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Willlam MeDermott, homesteaded in the Golden 
Hil district south of Hanna, 





Alex Is trustee of the Berry Creck Schoo! Division, a member of 
the Advisory Committee to the Special Areas Board and’ is best known 
lover a large area as a rodeo annotncer. His rodeo announcing tekes him 
to shows and gymkanas held at Hanne, Coronation, Byemoor, Hand 
Hills and many other centres in the Big Country. 

Alec and Mary have four children: Lome, Maxine, Marlene and 
Ilene. Lome and his wile, Sharon, live on an’ adjoining farm as was 
mentioned previously. They are enthusiastic contestants In rodeos and 
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faymkanas as are Marlene and Tlene, Marlene attends Hanna High Schoo! 
While Hlene attends Homestead Coulee School. Maxine, Mrs. Ben Fecho, 
has a son and daughter and resides in Hanna 


JAMES HAZLETT brought his family from Ireland to the district 
about 1919, Mrs, Hazlett was a niece of George Black, The Hezletts 
lived on the A, J. Campbell homestead and the Henry Griffin homestead. 
‘Tom, Eva, Margaret and George were their four children. ‘Tom and Eva 
attended school at Part 


Later, the family moved to a farm near Michichi where Jim Hazlet 
lost his life in a runaway accident when he fell under a aise 


CLARENCE and MILLIE SHANDERA hd lived inthe Hand 
Hills end at Sheerness before coming 10 the Henry Griffin homestead 
‘Their daughter, Alice, attended Parr School and Homestead Coulee 
School. Mr. and Mrs, Shandera, with their son, James, now live in 
Cralgmyle. Millie atended Parr School. 


In the spring of 1914, MR. end MRS. DONALD SINCLAIR with 
their young ton, Donnie, moved to the Parr district to farm the A. J 
Campbell section, They setled into. the social life of the neighborhood 
and were noted as very hospitable neighbors. After several years they 
moved to farm a short distance southwest of Hanna where they still 
reside, 


“The GEORGE FISCHER family moved to the A. J. Cambell farm 
when they arrived in the district. Ed and Amelia attended the Parr School. 


Frieda, Mrs, Bob Buller, recalls the enjoyable times the young people 
experienced when Ted Doering drove a team of horses on a democrat, 
‘would bring his sisters, pick up the Flcher girls and ereate « party almost 
every Sunday afternoon, Frieda surmises the young people had just as 
fenjoyable times then as they do now, although they had mo fast cars, 
rho beet, no cigarettes and no traffic accidents at that time. 





Frieda sometimes helped at the Archie MeRue home and remembers 
Mr. and Mis, McRae as two of the finest people she ever met. 


Martha Fischer was born on the A. J. Campbell farm. 


After the Fischer family moved to Hanna, ED SCHULZ, who was 
‘a bachelor, lived on the farm for several years, Succeeding Ed Schulz were 
‘TED DOERING, TED LAMBERT end RUDOLPH DOERING who 
cach farmed there for a torm of years. 


In the spring of 1946, MR, and MRS, HERMAN ROHE with their 
smell son, Fred, came to the Campbell farm where they made their home 
Until the spring of 1950, Herman eame to the district irom Pincher Creck 
While Mrs, Rohe was formerly Dorothy Moench from the Hand Hills. 
"Their daughter, June, was horn while they lived at Parr, Fred attended 
the Parr School 


41 
































Dan Sleppert box 
since 1950. 


When Me, and Mrs. Archie McRae moved to Hanna, MR, and 
MRS, HARRY TATTEM moved to Archie's farm for several years, Then 
the Tattems departed to Manitoba and the BOB DOUGLAS family from 
Lone Butte resided there for two years before returning to Lone Butte 





jt the A. J. Campbell farm and has farmed it 


MR. and MRS. RUDOLPH DOERING moved from the A. J 
Campbell place to the E. J. Clark homestead. In the spring of 1938, Mrs. 
Deering passed away and left Rudolph with a family of eight children, 
"The six older children attended the Parr School. ‘They were Alma, Ella, 
Reinhold, Adolph, Walter and Bernice, Rudolph was forced to find a 
hhome for the two baby girls. Alme and Fila kept house and made 2 home 
for their father and the four younger children 


In addition to farming the land Rudolph operated a trucking servo 
for twenty-five yours and gave the best possible service. 





The Dan Doering family lived outside the Parr School district but 
4a number of their children attended school st Perr. They were Ida, Hilda, 
Pauline, Emma, Sam and Adeline, Others from outside the Part’ School 
district who attended school a¢ Parr were Ed and Elsie Doering from 
the Fred Doering family; Annie, Clarence and Doreen from the August 
Schmidt family; Richard and Evelyn Gaetz from the David Gaete family 
and Stanley Hertt. Fdwin and Marjorie Gaetz rom the John Gactz family 
also attended Parr, as did Harry and Don Nottell, Frank Ch 

Leonard Moulding 











THE BERNARD WEILER family rented from Sam Rust the 
Harry O'Brien homestead, the east half of section 4-29-15, which Sam 
Rust had bought from Joo Wragg in 1919. 


Bernard Weller had homesteaded near the Hutton store and post 
olfice. Crop failures due to drought, dust and sandstorms, and grass- 
hoppers and army worms foresd him to move, Mr. and Me, Weiller 
lived in the distiet about three years. Their son, Bernard, attended Pare 
School 


‘The JOHN RADIES family lived for a few years on the land 
Berar Weiller had vacated, Then they moved to the P. J, Fowler 
Ihomestoad, the south half of section 25-28-15, 





‘There were nine children in the Radies family: Albert, Emma, Elmer, 
Linda, Anne, Otto, Arthur, Lily and Emest, All but Albert and Emma 
attended the Parr School, 


When Mr. Radies passed away the family moved to a farm south 
‘of Richdale while Albert farmed st Lone Butte. After several years at 
Richdale they moved to British Columbia, 
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Arthur was through the Korean War. In 1953 when he came back 
to Hanna for a few weeks visit he had some extremely grim stories of 
hs experiences in Korea 

Anne, Mrs, Ivan Hannah, lives in the town of Hanna and has 
family of two boys, Robert and Gerry. 

MR. and MRS, OTTO PFAHL settled on school land, the west half 
of section 35.28-14. They were members of pioneer families of the Hand 
His. Mrs. Pfabl was formerly Bertha Martin. They have thrce daughters. 
Violet, Mrs, Metager, lives near Gralgmyle; Veeloen, Mrs. Fecho, lives in 
the Scapa district and Shisley, Mrs. Alfred Beck lives In Fort Macleod, 

Mr. and Mrs, Pfahl moved to Hanna and Simon Kelm and his wife, 
Linda, farmed there for several years before moving to Botha, Dan Sieppert 
now ovins the land, 

MR, and MRS. HENRY BOETCHER first lived on the Osear Howe 
homestead and then moved to the Clyde Moore homestead which was 
the west half of sction 30-28-14, There were eight children: Albert, Dan, 
John, Elmer, Emil, Else, Irvin and Lily who attended Parr Schoo 
Henry Boctcher was a competent farmer who rented more land and 
acquired some grazing lease 





When Mr, and Mrs, Boetcher moved from the Parr district their 
son, Dan, remained on the home place. He and his wife, Joan, now have 
fa modern ranch where they raise cattie end grain, hold gymkanas and 
have calf roping practice. Dan has won considerable publicity as a calf 
roper at local rodeos. The Dan Boetcher children are Doug, Karen and 
Davi 


In the spring of 1928, MR. and MRS. G. SIEPPERT of the Hand 
Hills moved to the Archie Meftae homestead with their two sons, Dan 
and Rudolph. After Mr. Sieppert passed away Mrs. Sicppert and Rudolph 
retired to Hanna and Dan rematned on the land, 

Dan end his wife, Emma, and thelr sons, Howard and Clifford, 
‘operate a modern stock and grain farm. They have good quality eatle, 
late model equipment and up-to-date workshops. Howard and his wife 
Betty, and thee family live on the Olson section south of Hanna. They 
exchange work with Dan and Clifford. 

MR. and MRS. BILLY HOWATT, with two small children, moved 
to the Parr distrier in 1920 and lived ‘on Ole Aakrann’s homestead for 
three years, Mr, and Mrs. Howatt were very cordial neighbors. They were 
pioneer homesteaders from the Bull Pound Flats south of Hanne, 





Billy retumed to Hanne in 1962 10 help celebrate Hanna's 
anniversary. 

(MR. and MRS, FRED KELM were the last to reside on Ole Aakrann's 
homestead. "Their two children, George and Violet, attended the Parr 
School. George is now a prominent Baptist minister. Violet lives in Hanna, 
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is married and hes a family, Mr. and Mrs. Kelm now reside in Hanna 
where Fred Is employed with the Sullivan Lake School Division 

In 1931 GUS and DOROTHY RUST came to the Alex McRae 
homestead where they have prospered and where they have a modem 
home: Here they ratsed their two childcen, Ernest and Margaret. 





Mr. and Mrs. Gus Rust are actually ploneers as Gus was a small boy 
when his parents homesteaded in the Hand Hills and Dorothy's parents, 
Mr. and Mis, Jake Engel, were homesteaders in the Fraserion district. 
Gus and Dorothy hve earried on the tradition of western hospitality and 
the good neighbor policy 

Margeret Rust married Alfred Glubrecht in 1953 and they reside 
Calgary. They have three children whose names are Darlene, Diane 
‘and Gordon 

Emest lives on an adjoining farm which he purchased from Herbert 
Raugust, He fs marred to the former Anne Gordon of Rose Lynn disrit 
who is the daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Harry Gordon, prominent farmer 
tnd rancher family, Ernest and Anne have one son, James Gordon, 
Emest operates a modern farm in an efficient manner. 

MR. and MRS, RUDOLPH GUTSCHE with thelr two boys, Herbert 
and Artur, farmed the Dan Fowler homestead before moving to the 
‘Alpha School district. Herbert attended Parr School 

‘They were an industrious family. Mr, and Mes, Gutsche are now 
retired and live in Calgary. Herbert and Arthur live on modern farms 
in the Endlang district where they operate with the latest equipment and 
keep good quality livestock, 

When MR. and MRS, AUGUST GUZE came to Parr they lived 
fon the Frank Brocklebank homestead for several years. Thelr children 
Enll, Rheinkold, Albert and Elsie attended Parr School 

MR. and MRS, DAN ISAAC resided for a short time on the Clyde 
Moore homestead. They had three children: Dan, Hannah and John who 
attended Pare 

These people came from European countries. They were valuable 
citizens who were thrifty and industrious. Drought, reduced prices of 
the 1930s and farming lend that was suitable only for geazing, forced many 
of them (o migrate, 

[As a sale of School Land held in Hanna in November, 1917, EMIL 
OLSON bought the north half of section 11-2915. Floyd Alspach’ bought 
the south half of the same section, 














Finil served a year in the army and then moved to the Parr distret 
where he farmed for thirty years, He was an efficent operator and a 
friendly neighbor. 

Emil sold to HERBERT RAUGUST. Herbert and his wife farmed 
in the district for several years before moving to the Delia distlet with 
their young family 
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Later, MR. and MRS, BERT. WEICH rented Herbert Raugust’s farm 
and lived there for 4 few years, ‘They soon became popular in the sociel 
lite of the community and the family have expressed thelr appreciation 
of the pleasant times they enjoyed and the cordial neighbors who made 
them feel welcome while they resided there, 

‘Thelr children, Annette, Mary and Ken, attended Parr School. They 
rode Shetland ponies the two and one-half miles, and appeared just as 
healthy and happy as the children who ride in a school bus, Delmar is the 
youngest hoy of the family. 

MR. and MRS, FLOYD ALSPACH with their three children David, 
Norman and Betty came to the Pare district in the fall of 1917. Floyd 
Alspach was a brother of George Alspach who had settled on the south 
half of section 12-29-15. Ata sole of School land in Hanna in November, 
1917, Floyd Alspach bought the south half of section 11-29-15, which was 
the family home for the next twenty years 

Mr, and Mrs Alspech quickly adjusted to the social life at Parr and 
were very progressive in all community alfair, U.P.A. and co-operative 
tctivites, Mr. Alspach was «member of the fist Board of Directors of 
the Hanna Co-operative Store. He farmed his land efficiently and was 
a good operator 

David, Norman and Betty attended Parr School and Hanna High 
School. David held « position in the Co-op store in Hanne for some time 
before returning to their home town in Ohio. Norman bought George 
Alspech’s farm where he, his wife Laura, and youngest daughter Wendy, 
live at present 





In the spring of 1938 Mr, and Mrx Alspach held an auction sale 
land retumed to thelr old home in the States. Norman farmed the land 
{few years and then it was sold to Ed Erickson, Ha and his wife, Pauline, 





farm rasing,bee—George Alpach farm, Carpenters: Tom Byers, Dave Reeves, 
Flya Alspach and George Alspach = 












































fare both members of pioncer families Ed's parents homesteaded four 
‘miles south of Hanna on the Bull Pound Creek and Pauline's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs, John Gall, homesteaded ten miles south of Hanna. 

Ed and Pauline Erickson have two daughters: Barbara, Mrs. Glen 
Sartison and Donna, Mrs. Lawrence Mazur, They both attended the 
Parr School 

[Norman and Laura Alspach have four daughters: Patricia, Mrs. Gordon 
Brownlee; Norma, Mrs, Don Quast and Joan, Mrs. Brian Boisejoli who 
all attended Parr School, Wendy attends the Homestead Coulee School 

Fa Erickson remarked that in more than twenty years residence in 
the Parr district he never met Finer people than the people of Parr. In 
1966, Ed Erickson sold the land to Lome Johnson, son of Mr, and Mr 
Alex Johnson, who live on adjoining land, 

When JAMES FRANCIS brought his motherless family to the Parr 
district to make their home at the George Black rench in 1919, he worked 
ft the ranch of for the neighbors until 1921. He then rented the Henry 
Gaifin farm adjoining the Black homestead where the two boys, Jimmie 
and Nick stayed with him part time. Mrs. Black continued 10 keep 
Harriet Amelia whose name seemed s0 lengthy for such a small baby 
that the children soon shortened it to Tiny or Mille, 











(On their way to School, Jim and Nick Francis would stop at the 
Black home for Bob and Sid’ Black, On the way home they would stop 
fagtin and raid the cookie ja, Ms. Black took care of their washing and 
sending 





Jim Francis eventually moved to a farm on the old Horse Track lease 
and leter to Calgary where Jim and Nick reside. Mille, Mrs. Clarence 
Shandera, resides In. Cralgmyle 

MR. and MRS, JOE LUNDY homesteaded the east half of section 
15-2815. In 1924 they moved to the Frank Brockelbank homestead in 
the Parr district, 





When Joe Lundy was a young man he left his home in Ontario 
to join the Klondike gold rush in 1898. In bis travels in the north country 
hie met George Black and twelve years later they met again when Joe 
Limdy homesteaded a half section of land adjoining George Black's lesse 
cast of the Hand Hills, ‘They concluded it was a small world. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lundy lived in the disteit twenty years. There were 
ight children: Tone, Sadie, Walter, Joseph, Angus, Dorothy, Mildred 
ind Marion. The family were musically inclined and added much to the 
oval life of the community, "They were good neighbors, the welcome mat 
was always out and the latch string hung outside the door. 

‘A few years alter the family moved to Hanna, Mrs. Lundy passed 
away, the older members of the family marsied and soon they all let 
the Hanna district. 
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‘The DAN MARTIN family moved from the Hand Hills to the 
John Iverson homestead, Six of their nine chikdren attended schoo! at 
Parr, They were Martha, Oscer, Reinhold, Otto, Ella and Emil 





Bertha, Mrs. Otto Pfahl, lived lo the Parr district for a brief time. 
Albert lived on the Bud Hartison homestead in the Normandale distri 
[After his parents moved away he moved to the Iverson homestead. Leonard, 


the youngest member of the family, didn’t attend school at Parr 











‘The JOHN MARTIN family moved to Norman MeRae’s homestead, 
‘There were sit children who were William, Tillie, Ema, Ella, Edna and 
Ruth, The five gels attended school at Parr 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin were Immigrants from Europe. ‘They quickly 
adaptcd themselves to our customs and raised thelr family to be good 
Canadiens. 


After Norman McRae traded his homestead and pre-emption to Mr. 
“Whittacker for the feed and livery barn in Craigmyle, W. P, Glenn of 
the Normandale district bought the land; then resold it to John: Martin 
who lost it under the Tax Recovery Act 


MR. end MRS, FRED DOWNS came to the Parr distict a few 
years after the homesteaders. They settled on the Dunean MeRae home. 
ead and farmed the Joo Weagg homestead, ‘There were seven children 
Pearl, Harold, Margatet, Myrtle, Leonard, Bob and Bert. ‘The older 
children attended the Parr Schoo. 


Mrs, Downs was formerly Mary McRae. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
McRae, continued 10 live on the place for several years. Mrs, McRae 
boarded the Parr School teachers, When Mr. McRae passed away the 
Downs family moved to a farm near Cralgmyle and Mrs. McRae moved 
into the town of Craigmyle 


MR. end MRS, FRED MARTIN moved to the Duncan McRae 
homestead with thelr three children, Job, Alms and Allred. All three 
attended the Parr Schoo. 


Mr. end Mis. Martin were warmhoerted neighbors. They moved from 
Parr to the Lone Butte district and later to a farm northeast of Hanna 
where their son, Job, resides at present. Mr, and Mrs. Martin have retired 
in British Colombia 

MR. and MRS. GEORGE BROCKLEBANK homesteaded the Tom 
Byers. pre-emption, the northeast querter of section 1-29-15 in, 1820. 
George, operated the Ployart coal mine that fall and winter and Mrs 
Brocklebenk taught the Patr School for a few terms. She also taught the 
Forcina School. 

Tin 1981 George traded the buildings on the homestead for a team 
cof ponies, ¢ wagon and hamess, He traded the quarter section of land for 
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a suit of clothes and moved to the Edson distret, They eventually moved 
back to Ontario 


While they lived in the Parr district theie children attended Parr. 
Paul Borodula relates some stories of the Parr district 


When the Burnley family lived on the Dave Lelcht homestead, 
Arthur Burnley attempted to break « nice dipple gray horse to hamess 
[After getting him hitched to 2 wagon, the horse hooked the halter on the 
fend of the wagon tonge, stripped the halter and bridle, kicked loose from 
the wagon and left with nothing but the coller which he lost on the 
prairie. Art then decided 19 break him for a saddlchorse but the horse 
hed other ideas. After several go-rounds with the horse winning each, 
‘Art also acquired other ideas. Next a local boy who was ambitious to 
become a rodeo performer attempted to ride the horse for practice. He 
Tost the frst go-round but, being a determined lad, he made several more 
attempts with the horse on the winning end. According to Paul's story, 
fon the last go-round the hoy was thrown so high the spectators debated 
IF they should shoot him to prevent him from starving to death before 
he came down. Paul also recalls, when he was a small boy he was 
rently interested in horse races, When Dan Fowler brought race horses 
to the Parr district, Paul worked in the feld at home all day, then would 
walk or run berefoot five miles to the Dan Fowler place for the privilege 
of riding the race horses and helping with the grooming 








In writing @ brief acgount and listing of the names of the home 
steaders of the Parr School Distr No. 2439 and the many good friends 
and neighbors who have come and gone, in the past fifty-five years 
since I first rode into the Hend Hills on @ borrowed pony, I have felt 
that many of them deserve special consideration, On second thought T 
find they all deserve special mention. 





wish to tender my thanks to all who have assisted me in any way 
to compile the names of the teachers and pupils of the Parr School 





If T have omitted any names thet should have been included, 1 
apologize as It was not intentional. I was acquainted with all but one 
of the thirty-three settlers who homesteaded in the block of land four 
niles by five miles that comprised the Parr School District. Today there 
fare eight homes in the same area. ‘The Hand Hills Colony now own 
four sections of land within the boundary of the original Pare School 
Disteet 
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CHAPTER XI 

‘The following accounts of che Hand Hills Lake School distriet wer 
gathered by ‘myself with the help of my wile end many friends and 
although I may not have been inspired, I have Perspired 

Dow Benevicr, 
‘THE HAND HILLS LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

The Hand Hills Lake School District 2281 was formed in September, 
1910. The senior trustee was Godlas Beaudoin and treasurer was Harry 
Shoults. They borrowed fifteen hundred dollars for bullding and furnish 
ing the school and Hawkins Eilertson of Cralgmyle was given the contract 
to erect It 

‘On July 31, 1911, Miss Effie Woods had the first students at the 
school. Margurite and josephine Beaudoin sterted at the grade three level 
fs they had been In school belore. The following is a list of the grade 
tne class thet enrolled at the time, most of them having mot gone to 
School before: Vera and Roy Shoulis; Hilda Gibson; Minnie and Fred 
Beaudoin; Sopa, Otto, Jacob and Chris Sleppert; Else Neubauer; Robert 
tnd John Hiease; Chris and David Faechner; Emma, Alex, and Albert 
Pfahl, One month later Douglas and Duncan Campbell also attended 
classes. School was operated until November tenth and then holidays were 
Geclared until May of 1912, when Mr. J, Burns Martin of Craigmyle 
taught for six months until the eighth of November, when school agsin 
closed for the winter months, The spring of 1913, Apel fourth saw Miss 
L. Goons teaching twenty-eight students which increased to thirty-five 
by 1914 

‘Most of the teachers taught at Teast seven grades and some several 
more. Stephen Rogers, a man almost seventy years of age, taught most 
Of the grades from one 0 twelve. Albert Shoults was his’ grade twelve 
student, 

















In the 1980s salaries went down to subsistence levels, Miss Helen 
Reed was paid the sum of three hundecd and fifty dollars for her year’s 
services in 1935, She was required to pay fifteen dollars for room and 
board per month so she had twenty dollars per month to squander on 
‘warm clothes, overshoes and other luxuries, Only one catch the local 
‘School board was s0 far in debt that the three or four previous teachers 
were also being pald off gradually; making it Impossible to pay Miss Read 
tip to date, Therefore debis piled up, board bills remained unpaid and 
not many teachers learned to smoke or drink, They just could not afford 
it 











‘The Sullivan Lake School Division was formed in 1836 incorporat 
seventy-two school distress and the teachers’ lot gradually improved. 





‘The following is « list of the teachers and their years teaching at 





the Hand Hills Lake School District 2281 
Miss Effie Woods—1911 Miss Myre Simon—1934 
Mr. J. Burns Martin—1912 (month) 
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Miss L, Coons—1913, 1914, 1915 
Mrs, Minnie Coldweli—1916 
(2 months) 
Mr. J. R. Donneworth—1916 
Miss Pearl Jones—1917, 1918, 
1919 





220 (1 month) 
920, 






Miss Cora 
4 months) 
Mr. Duncan Campbell—1920 
(month) 
Mr. Stephen Rogers—1921, 
1922, 1923 
Mr. A, Weaver-—1924 (5 months) 
Miss Jean Peters—1924 (4 
months), 1025, 1926 
Miss Margaret Skene—1927, 
1928 
Miss Pearl Finkbeiner—1929 
Miss May Nugent—1930, 1991 
1033 
“The school was closed in June 

















Miss Betty Sidington—1934 
Miss Helen Read 1935 
Miss Joan Des 

Miss Charlotte Reaviey 





1937, 








Limpert—1939, 

1940 

Mrs, Hazel Jonner—1941 

Mrs, Isabel McDonald —1942. 
IMS 

Miss Jone Donaldson (super: 
visor) —1846 (6 months) 

Mrs, Donna Lundgren—1946 
(4 months) 

Miss Audrey Mertiot 1047 

Mrs. Winnie Mun 





1955, when many of the families 


in the district sold their holdings to the Hutterian Brethren, The children 





Hand Mile Lake School abou! 1933-Back row: Roselle More, bene 
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that remained attended school at Elmer and Golden Hill and were later 
bussed 19 Hanna, Vietor Kerg purchased and moved the school building 
to his farm where itis used as repale shop, 


The local school was the focal point of activities for the community 
over the years. The Christmas concert was always the highlight, with 
Shildren practicing their recitations, songs and plays at least three. weeks 
before the concert deadline, and working up to a feverish pitch the day 
before the program, ‘Then’ regular classes were suspended in favor of 
decorating the school and tree, putting up the curtains, building the stage, 
Finishing costumes and holding dress rehearsals. During, the 1930s our 
school hed a board platform for a stage set on sawhorses about two feet 
hove the floor. A few pre-schoolers usualy fell off in the course of the 
fevening program, The stove was beside the stage and the heat was 
terifie up on the platform; the boys changed costumes in a small eubby 
hale close to the window and the girls donned thelr angel costumes bebind 
the furnace, It was always a miracle what the teacher could make out of 
it of ‘wite, cheesecloth, colored paper and muclage 


‘The crowd always overflowed the school and quite often the cloak 
rooms as well, asthe boys and girl from other distrits came to see thelr 
neighbor's children perform, It was not uncommon for teenage boys 10 
ride of drive to four of five different school concerts in one Christmas 
season when the sveather co-operated. Women and children sat near the 
Stage and the men stood near the back. Late arzivals always caused an 
Upheaval in the erowd which parted to let the women and children push 
their way forward. 











Candy bags and Santa Claus always ended the program with Santa 
usually having trouble with his sleigh and reindeer in some locally 
Famous drift, One schoolteacher was 20 fair minded that he divided the 
last gumdrope in half so they could be more equally divided amongst 
the children 








Occasionally, if the teacher was young, the local board could be 
prevailed upon to sanction a dance to raise money for a football, bats 
Or softball. The music was very local and the fee usuelly twenty-five or 
thirty-five cents for gonts and ladies free. This was meant to entice the 
Tadies who were always in short supply at these local dances, There were 
always some local bachelors who went to all of the dances, but never 
Gquite got enough nerve to get out on the floor. Sometimes the teacher 
Sponsored a box soclal to raise money for the Christmas concer. 


‘The school pienie in June was an annal event enjoyed by young and 
‘old alike, The ice cream freesers were turned by hand in the shade of 
the school. On one occasion Harry Ditchfield tumed their freezer t00 
fast and made butter out of the sweetened cream. The races were enjoyed 
by all, even though the smart youngster generally found out he could 
start ¢s soon as the board chairman said three and belore he said go 
‘The ball game between the school children and some of the parents was 
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usually a seream, a6 the fathers tried manfully but unsticoossully to catch 
high fies or steel bases. 





The best part of the small rural schools were the noon hour activities 
which usualy involved every one that could swing a bet or stand in goal 
When football was played, In respect to fun at recess and noon hour the 
Targer consolidated schools will never quite compete. 





‘THE PARKER BROTHERS 

‘The Parker family came from Milner, North Dakota, and settled at 
Ardley, Alberta, in 1901. In 1903 they moved down to the Watts district 
fand established a ranch on what is now the Lamb brothers’ farm. They 
also established another camp at springs in the Hand Hills where 
Don Benedict now lives, Here they kept thelr calves and younger cattle; 
intl the har winter of 1906-1907 virally wiped out most of their her 





Harry Parker remembers his father saying they put the thin cattle 
in to feed in December and let all the animals that were in reasonably 
good condition remain oat to raitle The winter was so severe that they 
fost the thinner cattle they were feeding and also the fatter cattle that 
were out grazing. 





Jim Parker told of taking oxen teams and teams of horses to the 
river at Morrin to get fence posts, as there were no tres this side of the 
river due to prairie fires. When they ot out of the river coulee with the 
two Toads of posts, they would go ahend with the load pulled by horses 
tnd let the oxen team pull the load home by themselves, The oxen would 
fartive a day or two later than the horse drawn loads with notes pinned 
fon them by people who had fed and watered them along the way, 








‘After the disastrous winter of 1906-1907 Jim Parker looked efter 
what stock remained while John and Ed returned to Ardley. In the spring 
(f 1909 they all took up homesteads in the area where Hanna now stands. 

The Parker brothers have passed away and two of their children 
John end Harry, stil reside in Hanna, 

Harry Parker relates chat the Bull Pound got its name from the bull 
pesture containing some forty or fifty bulls which the Parker brothers 
haintained somewhere south of the present site of Henne, 


MR. AND MRS. GODIAS BEAUDOIN 


ty Mascaner (Bravpows) Bunnovcns 


My mother and father, Godias and Merle Beaudoin, came to the 
Hand Hills in July of 1909 on the farm now owned by Don Benedict 





We were a family of six girls end one boy. 


We had come from the Stetler district, a distance of eighty-five 
miles, to setle in the Hand Hills distiet to have adequate grazing for 

























































the stock. Mother drove the team and wagon with the younger children 
and household items; while father and we children with one hired man, 
rode horseback to drive the stock which consisted of horses, cattle and 
sheep, 


Neighbors wore very scaree—our nearest was Kininmonth, a Seotch 
bachelor living two miles away. George Gowen, another bachelor, lived 
seven miles away in the opposite direction, The Flett family lived cross 
the Hand Hills Lake 





In 1910 and 1911 there was « great influr of setters and a school 
was built. The contractor for the Hand Hills Lake Schoo! was Hawkins 
Eilertson of Craigmyle 


During 1910-1911 when setdlers were homesteading at Berry Creck 
and Sunnynook they drove on a trail which went right past our house. 
Mother ard Father never wumed anyone away in need of a place 10 
stay and often our floor was covered with makeshift beds where pioneers 
banked down for the night. 


In 1912 the railroad came to Hanna (ewelve miles away) and the 
people were s0 excited everyone went into town to see the arrival of the 
First train 


During our stay at Hand Hills, two boys, Peter and Frank, were 
added to the family. Mother was at home and since the nearest doctor was 

Stettler, eighty-five miles away, Mrs. Sharp, @ neighbor, came to help 
smother 





In 1914 we sold our ranch t Sherwood Benedict, Don's. father 
Sherwood Benedict was « neighbor in the distriet and once when his 
doctor brother came from the States for a vist, we took my brother Pred 
to him to examine a growth in Fred's throat, De, Benediet felt it was 
quite serious and performed an operation, removing the growth. Although 
he had his own little black doctor's bag, he operated on the Kitchen table 
with ebloroform as the anesthetic The operation was quite succesful. 


Alter we sold we moved to Dorothy (about forty miles). 


My sister, Josephine, diod in 1915 and my oldest sister, Marianne, 
ied in 1920.’ My youngest brother, Tom, died of a ruptored appendix 
at the age of elghteon years, It was « terrible blow to the family 


Father and Mother pessed away in 1953 within five months of one 
another. 


At present Emestine (Mrs. Walter), and Minnie (Mrs. Newton) 
live at Nanton, Alberta; Katie (Mrs, Higmen) lives at Nanaimo, British 
Columbia; Fred at Pelican Narrows, Saskatchewan; Pete at Fern, British 
Columbia; Frank at Vancouver, British Columbia, and myself, Margeret, 
(Mrs. Lee Burroughs), et Eaglesham, Alberta, inthe Peace River country 
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Eorron’s Nova: Godias Beaudoin was an excellent horseman but as 
not quite as proficient driving cars, which he learned later in life. After 
fn eccident Godias had with a Model T Ford in which the car had 
tipped over, he exclaimed, “I just couldn't hold that old Ford down” 
Another time, Dave Wise had noticed him driving the car through shellow 
sloughs and mud holes on the way to Hanna, end when asked why, 
Godias replied, “Tommy likes to see the mud fly” 








MR, AND MRS, HARRY SHOULTS 








Left pice; ene Merse, Mary Harding, Jack Moro, Bonna Shouls, Miss Margaret 
ReaD lencher of MeL school) and Viel Harding In TO2?. Right picture: Ha 
Shaul and hie daughter Bonne Holt in 1983. 








Mr. and Mrs, Harry Shoults came to the Hand Hills in 1908 and 
hhomesteaded here on a place Inter farmed by Presions and Harold Harsi- 
sons. A thick shelter belt stil grows where Harry had his original home 
fand provides protection for cows wintered by the Hutterian Brethren 
ft the present time, 

In 1909 Harry and his brother Ches were grading the roadbed for 
the railway at Langdon and at freeze-up in November Harry volunteered 
to bring seven prospective homesteaders to the Hand Hills to look for 
Tend; Ferg James, Dick Thornley (McGinty), Bil Ditchfield, Casey Jones, 
& Smith, a Finkbeiner and Marshall James. Harry led the way with a 
Toad of supplies for his wife and small son who were on the homestead 
already, and the seven from Killarney, Manitoba, came behind with a team 
fof mules, Ferg James says hey looked like a bunch of blackbirds that 
hhad missed their last flight south. 
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‘They were caught in a snowstorm before they got 10 Carbon and 
were all wondering why they were not using one of the covered wagons 
they had heard so much about. After staying overnight in Carbon. they 
started out for what is now the city of Drumheller with thelr heads 
wrapped in large sicks held together with huge safety pins made for 
hhorse blankets that they had purchased In Carbon, They had to trudge 
along behind the wagon to keep warm and Harry sat on the spring seat 
fof his wagon with his Steton on and laughed like a hyena at the 
easterners plight 








Going down the river bonk hil, they had been told the mules would 
kick if the wagon pushed against them, so they all slid their shoes and 
held the wagon back so the mules actually had to pull going downhill 
Harry laughed some mote, Going up the other side the mules ceased 
pulling and Harry had to get them going with an outlandish yell and 
4 big plece of willow brush steoked across their becks. 





‘They got off the til to the Hand Hills end wound wp at « home 
steader’s place, Harry asked if the party could stay overnight. Wher asked 
hhow meny there were, Harry replied vaguely, “There are four or five”. 
‘With true western hospitality Mr, Turner (Yes, it was Mr. Turner, the 
father of Bill Turner, the well-known Hanna barvster) invited them to 
take some stored furniture out of the barn and pt their horses inside, 
tnd he went in the house to help his wife prepare supper for the bunch, 











When they all rouped in the house Mr. Tumer looked at Horry 
with a smile and said, “I guess you never went to school, Mr, Shoults, 


After» good supper, a sound sleep on the kitchen floor, and breakfast 
next morning, they were off again over the turtleback Munson country 
"The wide gauge mountain wagon would not follow the wail and everyone 
walked except for the driver of the pesky mules. They reached Harry's 
place that night and had another banquet before bedding down on ® 
tent folded over hay on the kitchen floor. Mrs. Shoults had recently got 
groceries at Bob Congdon’s store some seven miles northwest ina baby 
buggy she had pushed along the ts 





Next morning they looked at the land sil available for homesteading 
‘The two James brothers, Casey Jones and Finkbeiner decided on land 
fon the flat, McGinty, Ditehfield end Smith chose land in the hills close 
to Harry's homestead 








‘One day later the seven were Calgary bound behind the litte male 

team, Bunny end Ginger. A chinook was blowing and the mules were 

co-operative. They were able to file on all of the plots they had selected 

‘when they got to the Dominion Land Office in Calgary, and the athletic 

young fellow who waited on them was L, E. Helmer who presently lives 
Hanna 
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Harry Shoults helped his brother Ches, and Frank Gibson, construct 
many miles of railway, and the Wats flat section of highway Number 
Nine was a big job that was managed by Harty. Many neighbors cared 
some pocket money on that job in the 1990s, The streets of Hanna and 
Drumheller were originally graded by Harry and for years whenever a 
‘grading job was contemplated people looked around for Harry as the 
Togleal person to do the job. 


One cold winter day he went over to get acquainted with his 
neighbors to the west, Syd and Jack More. He was not familiar with 
the place and drove right on top of the bank house before « tremendous 
roar of indignation from below told him where he was. He hurriedly 
becked off as Syd and Jack emerged with dirt and fire in their eyes, 





In 1913 Mrs, Shoults’ brother Gilbert Seott had a ruptured appendic 
and in spite of an operation performed on the kitchen table by Drs. Lawson 
find Benedict, Gilbert died of peritonitis some time later, Harry's father, 
William Shouts, also lived with the family 


Horry remembers talking to «fellow on the roof of the Club Hov 
when they were building i, He had benged is fingers several 
find told Harry the Club must be a fine thing, when a fellow would work 
here for nothing and pound his fingers 


In 1928 the Shoslts family moved to Swnnynook, where Harry 
‘operated the hotel until it burned down in 1939. He spent four years 
back on the farm in the Hills and then several yeers operating the hotel 
at Delia 














Mrs, Elizabeth Shoults disd on the tenth of January, 1947, at the 
age of saty-one years, Harry lived in the nursing home in Drimbeller 
for several years where he retold the stories of the early days, and also 
kept up with current events, He died in the home in March, 1968. 





He mentioned the stationary bicyele they have at the home for 
rehabilitating the patients. Its a ease of “pumping like hell and never 
getting anywhere”, he claimed, 








His daughter, Bonne, was married 10 Dr. Holt who was @ dentist 
in Hanne for masty years before his death, Bonna is at present principal 
of the school in Michichi, and her only soa, Sydney, is going to university 
fn Calgary. 


Ason, Albert, was also school teacher and at one time was inspector 
‘of hospitals under the Social Credit government. 





Harry was a great booster of this part of the world and persuaded 
many young men from Killamey, Manitoba, to migrate to this area, 
‘At one time at least a quarter of the people in this district had Killarney 
8 a former address 
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MR. AND MRS, WILLIAM PFAHL, 
ay PENNY Prat 





Poh. Secand row: Rosie, Emma, 


Front row: Me. and Ms. Wi 
‘he, Alber 


{hind row: Reinkol, Pred, Al 


William Pfahl entered the United States in 1900 with his wife and 
some of the thirteen children bom to them during their life as pioneers 
in the United States and Canada, They arrived in Canada in 1902 ond 
featled east of Olds, There Mr. Pfohi homesteaded and farmed along, 
‘with a brother-in-law. They started farming with three horses. Each 
Downed one and the other was shared, The land was plowed with @ hand 
plow, then smoothed by dragging trees over the surface 10 break up 
Tums. After hand seeding the soil was again dragged to help imbed the 
seeds v0 they would germinate 








In the spring of 1909 Mr, Pfaht along with Ferdinand Fano left 
the Olds district to homestead in the area which was later 10 become 
pat of en area known as Hand Hills. The trip lasted three days, with 
the wecesity of erosing the Red Deer River with cattle being solved by 
putting tals around the outside of the ferry and carrying them across 





Mes, Plabl travelled that road in « covered wagon with a broken 
leg whieh Mr. Pfahl had sot Tor her. 





Many of the people now arrived who were 10 be neighbors to the 
fais and their descendants. Some of these included the Mohls, Siewerts, 
and Rusts 
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Script claims in those days. were made by a man having to 
sleep onthe Tand he had staked for thirty days; s0 every evening. Mr 
Pfahl left his home lor the three-mile walk to the Seript which ts still 
‘owned by his grandson, 








Ths same year, 1911, the first hailstorm destroyed thelr erops causing, 
auite w setback fn finances 


‘The trip to and from Munson, the comercial centre in those days, 
k half a week. A three months’ supply of goods were purchased, 
Including foods such as dried apples, prunes, flour, ete. In later years 
grain was hauled to the flour mill there and flour taken home in return. 





Ferming on the Hand Hills homestead continued to be done solely 
with horses until 1920 and then the purchase of a Waterloo teactor im 
proved the method of breaking sol, though the main farmwork contined 
‘with horses until the early 1980s, 


‘The first car, a Buick Touring car, owned by Mr. Plahl was cared 
for like « baby. ‘The early fall rains and frosts saw the car up on blocks 
tnd there it stayed until afer the spring seeding was complete. 





‘The crops were hindered and stacked. Later neighbors such as the 
Mohs, who owned threshing machines, travelled from farm to farm to 
do eustom threshing as soon as frost permitted transporting the heavy 
‘machinery over the land. When the weather didn't co-operate the machin- 
‘ery was stuck in mudholes for two or more days 





Mr. Pfahl found the opportunity here to provide for his family 
much more acceptable to his way of thinking. At Olds for seventy-tive 
cents a day he bad done jobs such as spreading manure by hind on 
neighbors’ fields. This seventy-five cents paid for a pair of overalls in 
those days. Whole days spent haying eared seventy-five cents also 










Mr. Piahl spent his spere time hunting prairie chicken and rabbits, 
which they used for food or he sold ta pay for powder end eaps to make 
his shell. This love of hunting gave a good boost to their incomes, and. 
as the children grew older the boys began to hunt also, The area covered 
fver the yoars increased as vehicles became part of the family’s way of 
teavel. "They honted an area bordered by Hand Hills Lake, Dowling 
Lake, Oyen, Fish Lake end the Red Deer River, The average coyote 
catch in the very early years was fifteen to thirty-five. In later years as 
riany as seventy-five to one hundred were accounted for ina” season, 
Most days they managed 1 bring home five or six dead coyotes in the 
bottom of the cutter. Good pelts were sold for twenty to thirty-five dollars, 
and badger pelts were bringing es much as sisty dollars in the 1990s, 








‘This love for hunting continues still in the family with Reinhold; 
his son, Lester and Onto still hunting and raising hounds, The price for 
pelts certainly isn't the incentive for these people anymore. 
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In the early days Me, Pfahl did much in the way of doctoring 
neighbors end family. He set broken bones for his son Otto and others. 
His touch seemed fairly accurate, for very few settings left any bad 
effects and then only where a severe break had occurred. Shingles in 
Strips were used as splint, then the area was wrapped with cord and 
rmedicated oil forced behind the splint to keep the skin from becoming 
Sore. This doctoring stopped. when medical men in the area made known 
to him thet a license was needed. 





‘The family that the neighbors were acquainted with were: Lydia 
Schinieder who bas seven children, lives at Medicine Hat; Rosle Siewert 
Keller who hed four children, resides in Calgary now; Emma married 
Dave Kerg. They have three children; Vietor marred Ella Doering, Hilda 
married Art Kenewischer and Violet married Reinhold Doering. They 
fare all still living in this vicinity. Mrs. Karg died in 1947. Otto married 
Bertha Martin of Rolling Hills and settled in the Parr area, Later they 
moved to a farm four miles southwest of Hanna and then to Henna where 
he does carpentry work and hunts a litle for sport. Two of their three 
daughters, Mrs. Melvin Mactzger and Mrs. Aroold Fecho, reside in the 
Hanna orea. Their third daughter married Alf Beck; Alex merried Matilda 
Kelm of Burstal, Sasketchewan, in 1925 and they lived on their farm 
west of the home farm. Alex tiled land ideally suited for sidehll gouges, 
land. by hard work and perseverance made a good living for his family. 
Tr 1958 Mr, and Mrs, Pfshl moved to Hanna and Alex continues his 
farming operations from town; a son Ernest who married Elaine Pogson, 
lived one farm eest of Hanna. He died prematurely in 1959; enother 
son Melvin and hhis wife Penny purchased the home farm, They have 
planted a fong double row of evergreens around the buildings and named 
{helt place “Velley View Fesm”. They have two sons, Jeffrey and Jayme; 
two other sons of Alex Pfah's died in infancy 

















AA nephew, Alfred Kelm, who was raised by the Pfehls married Anne 
Klein. They farmed for several yenrs on the Neubsuer farm before moving. 
to Delia in 1955, where they live today with their five children. Alfred 
twas an enthusiastic hockey player and made many trips over to the 
Thumblert dam with the East Hand Hills boys, where Sanday afternoon 
contests between two plek-up teams were much enjoyed. Alfred and Anne 
Ihave four boys, Randy, Gerald, Myron and Sherwyn, one daughter, Leanne. 





Abert married Anne Kelm, a sister of Alew’s wife im 1927 and they 
lived on thelr farm six miles southwest of Hanna until 1958 when they 
moved to Hanna, A son, Ivan, lives on the home place, Wilbert lives on 
1 farm nearbly and a daughter, Bernitha, completes the family. 


Fred marred Anne Temple and after a short period of farm 
Hanna moved to the Olds district where he farmed until ret 
Calgary. They have two childeen 


ig near 
ing 10 





Bertha married Albert Jess. They and their two children reside in 
Vancouver, 
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Reinhold marred « local girl, Anne Faschner, and they lived in the 
big two-storey house baile by Willlam Pahl in 1921 


A lover of horses, Reinhold, was one of the last end most reluctant of 
the local farmers to change over to tractor power, and continued to hunt 
foyotes with a team and cutter in the 1960s. When hunting, it was the 
Usual strategy to never Tet a coyote know that he was being followed. 
1 possible the team was driven post the coyote several times, or possibly 
around him until he decided the driver of the sleigh meant him no harm, 
‘Then the hounds were let loose and in short time the coyote realized 
he had made a mistake, 





‘Their daughter, Betsy, married Noe! Peterson and they lived on a 
farm near Medicine Hat for some time, now reside southeast of Hanna. 


|A son, Lester, was recently married to Ruth Toews of Morden, 
Manitoba, and they are living on the farm formerly owned by Grant Yoder 
and Reinhold Fano, 


In 1962 Mr, and Mrs, Relahold Pfahl moved to the Fano farm and 
later to Hanns, 


MR. AND MRS, GOTTFRIED FAECHNER 


Gottfried and Mrs, Feechner moved fom Olds in 1908 with Burge 
mesters and Gravmanns, ‘The Facchners homesteaded two miles east 
fand one mile north of Hand Hills Lake School. The oldest girl, Marth, 
how Mrs Charlle Karg, reiembers having to walk for the milk cows that 
tvere sometimes as much as three miles from home in the evening. Quite 
Olten the cows were grazing near a spring where a Frenchman by the 
fname of LeRiche had a bank house. Ax Martha could not talk French 
and Mr, LaRiche could not speak English or German they only had a 
nodding acquaintance. 





They attended congregational church services ine sod church just 
south of John Gall's farm and later services in a church south of Dan 
Siewerts farm. 


In 1914 Mr, and Mrs, Gottried Faechnee moved t0 2 farm one mile 
north and one mile west of their homestead where they farmed for many 
years 


Emanuel married Olge Sieppert; Martha merried Charlie Karg; Chris 
marred Emma Siewert, he passed away suddenly in 1947; Dan married 
Ela Siewert and he died tn 1944; Ida married Bill Raugust and they 
live near Red Deer. 


Mr 
later in 


‘aechnet died in IM. Mrs. Faechner passed on seventeen years 
58 at the age of eighty-four years 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN MORSE. 
‘ay Latuian (Morse) Jonson 


Mes and Mes. dick Moree 


John Morse was born in the Loma Doone county of Somerset, Eng. 
land In 1878, His father died when he was nine; and he was of a family 
cof nine, His mother, burdened with a lerge family and problems, let John 
fut for adoption under the care of William Morris. He worked for his 
keep and education by doing errands and writing shorthend, working in 
fa furniture shop and also on big stain glass windows for churches, He 
apprenticed in the metal shop under silversmiths, Their fingers and hands 
‘were eaten away from acid used in the metal plating vats, therefore, it 
was very discouraging 








“There was talk of land overseas. All one hed to do. was farm it. 
They advertised "Go West young man, go West”. Along the ‘Thames he 
tossed # coin to sce whether it would be Australis or Canada, Tt was 





He worked his way across Canada from Halifax and although work 
was hard to find and be slept outside even in cold weather, he managed 
to make his way to the west, He was called a green Englishman and 
pushed on to other places andl obs. 

However he loved Canada and its wild west, When taking « home: 
stead inthe Hand Hills in 1909, he stid he would rather live in a hole 
in a hill than a mansion of someone else’, His brother Syd came over 
two years later, That winter they dug their hole in the hill, covered it 
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‘over with sod and spent « couple of winters fn It in reasonable comfort. 
Tater they tied # stone house but that wasn’t as good, the steam con 
ddensed and the walls iced up making it damp and col. 





‘They broke the virgin soil with their oxen, Sandy end Jim, and a 
walking plow. Some days it would take until noon to find the beasts as 
they could roam several miles in any direction, ‘They made « long trip 
to Stettler in the spring to get a load of wheat to plant, and a few days 
after getting it home a praire fire raged over their farm burning the 
cartloed of wheat, their chickens and their dog 

There was an ebundance of upland ome to eat if you had the 
bullets and a gun to shoot with 

About 1915 Syd and John split up, each bullding a house of their own. 
John took a wife, Clara Elizabeth Ditchfield, married in Hanna by Rev. 


Finkbeiner. His daughter, Peael Finkbeiner, later was « teecher at Hand 
Hills Lake School 








Then came one of the big days in his life; Clara was giving birth 
to the first of four girls, Lillian Alice, born in Grandmother Ditehfild's 
home, Mrs, Moench (grandmother of John) was the midwife 


Horses were now the way of transportation in the Hand Hills, which 
Jed to horse wranglers, cowbays, muleskinners and stampedes! Stampedes 
were the centre of attraction, Mom and Dad and everyone else seemed 
to love them, 


‘The Morse family was then blessed with a second baby gel who 
was born in the Hanna Hospital, and named Irene May. 





Crops and harvesting was a big operation which involved the big 
steam engine of Stubbs’ and fifleen teams of horses to haul the grain 
tnd sheaves, In the moming the whistle would blow and the teams of 
mules and horses would be hamessed to start hauling. The men worked 
tip great appetites during the day and you were relieved when they were 
done, because It involved a lot of cooking and washing 








After two years, Clara had another child, Rose Ellen, nicknamed, 
“General” 


John was a nervous driver with horses and Model T Fords, He had 
runaways and drove through fences numerous times, It was about five 
miles 10 the Club House around the lake, so John built himself a boat 
find paddled across the lake, a distance of about a mile. When they built 
the cutting rink, he just couldn't stay home, Curling started on Friday 
and instead of going home when bonspiels were on, they slept in the 
Club House. Many times he crossed the ice to go and curl, attend a 
Christmas pary, games of eriby or just a good old Friday night dance. 
‘There were good times, on Christmas we would go to Grandmother 
Ditchfield’s oF else stay home, sing Christmas carols around the organ 
fand Dad would play bis old violin, When the three girls were all going 

































































to school one rode on Buck and two rode on Kit, These buckskin ponies 
were once owned by the gypsies so we were told, and were both over 
thirty years of age when retied. Jack, or Roane as he was nicknamed, 
was of school boards, club boards, and he spent fifteen years on the 
hospital board. Te was one of these trips to « meeting carly in March 
that he took his wife Clara with him, After all these fifteen years It just 
hhad to be a litle boy. But no, another gie!—Shirley Jean. She is Mis 
[Emie Peterson with two litle boys and lives at Chinook, Rote or “General” 
‘married Fa Davis, two children, Ivy and Bill. Irene joined the ermy and 
in a few years was made a sergeant. Aer the war she married and is 
now Mrs, Charlie Mosbes, Lilli married Martin Johnson and has two 
sons, Ray and Roy and now three grandsons, 


John Morse was ¢ loving father, sportsman and gardener, but 1 
don't think that he ever learned to milk @ cow. He passed on in June 
(of 1959 and lays at rest in a little graveyard just outside Chinook. Mrs 
Morse lives with er daughter Rose in Drumbeller 








Eorror's Nore: Jack was master of ceremonies at many Hand Hills 
Lake Christmas concerts and could always come up with a small joke to 
keep the sudience attentive in the interlude during which the teacher 
wrestled with small boys and costumes backstage 


At church, the Sunday after his fourth giel was born, Jack was kidded 
about not being able 1o manage a boy after having hed thice girls already. 
Jack allowed there was a shortage of girls for the country dances and 
someone had to ralse them, 


‘A. ©, (SHORTY) MURRAY AND JACK (LONG JACK) EDWARDS 


A. G, (Shorty) Murray exme from Nova Scotia in 1908 to take up 
‘homestead on the northeast side of Hand Hills Lake 


Jack Edwerds came some time later to work on the railroad that 
was going through and stayed with Shorty the rest of his life. He did 
the cooking and gardening and looked after the svin rows of tees they 
planted in the 1930s. 





Like most batching couples they did their share of arguing. “Shorty” 
stated flaly one day that Jack did not look wlere he was going, OF eourse 
this was debated splrtedly by “Long Jack”, so Murray set out to prove 
his statement. He set a bucket of water in front of the door to the shack, 
and then called out for Jack to come and help him fix the windmill Jack 


put his foot squarely in the pail, much to “Shorty’s” amusement 








During the 1930s 2 radio was acquired by almost everyone in the 
Aistriet and Jack and Shorty always planned theie day so they would not 
miss "Ma Perkins” or "Pepper Young's Family” which were « couple of 
the favorite serials ofthe day 
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A sttong southwest wind took the top completely off thelr shack 

fternoon. ‘They hhad left the door open and the wind hed exerted 
fr strong lift. The new roof was a gable type replacing the former shed 
lect. 





‘They were both staunch supporters of the Club House events and 
at the annual stampede Shorty started the reces for many years. With 
ho starting gates and all race entries tying elther for « head start, or a 
rrnning start, this was a real headache and many times horses_tired 
find tempers frayed before a race finaly got underway, “Tong Jack” had 
the job at the stampede of letting the contestants in and keeping the 
trove out of the arena area. He was an ardent exib player and taught 
Imany of the youngsters at the club how to count thelr erib hands. His 
rmethod was to tell them once and thereafter to let them tally thelr own 
Scores. They soon learned not to mist any points, He had e. stammer 
that plagued him all his life, but it sald Hlarey Shoults had the knack 
ff curing it temporarily. He would baw! Jack out end cuss him a Ile, 
Jack would get mad and talk without a falter until he cooled of. He 
went blind sometime before his death and he died in the Hanna Hospital 
in 1945. 




















Soon alterwards Shorty sold his farm to Harold Harrison and moved 
to Delia where he helped Harry Shoults in the hotel. He paid up his 
tow brand fee and registered it in Freddie Courtney's name, es e present 
Freddie was eleven years old at the time with one yeatling helfer in his 
rome, He has since built up a fair herd and teken over Shorty’s job of 
starting the races at the Stampede. 








[Neither Shorty nor Long Jack ever got marti. Terrific competition 
in the early years for the hands of all the available single women in the 
‘country resulted from the fact tbat there were many more elighble men 
round than women, ‘Thus many respectable young men went through 
Iife without the help of « good woman. 


A.C. Murray died in the hotel at Delia around 1950 


‘THE WISES 
fy Minna Doves 

Our parents were among the many who poured into the prairie 
provinces during. the homesteading boom, Dad, David Henry Wise, was 
born in 1885 in Ohio. His grandfather migrated from Germany as a boy, 
and his grandmother came {rom France. His own mother was of Pennsy! 
Vania Dutch stock, As a young man Dad tried his hand at many things 
b tobaceo plantation, larming, sheep herding in Montana, logging, and 
prospecting around Field, British Columbia, in 1902 and then back to 
Fenching in. Kansas. There he met and in 1905 married Mary Jane 
(Mayme) Millee—the daugter of long time residents of Missourl, Her 
father was a farmer end part time minister of the Church of Christ. 
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Mother's people were of English, Seotch, Irish and German descent, but 
hhad_ been established in southern Missouri long before the days of the 
Civil War. 





Dad, whose brother had homesteaded near Stetler, Alberta, kept 
wanting to move on to greener pastures, It soumded like quite a gamble 
to Mother, but finally in 191] they packed up and hesded for the wilds 
cof Alberta, It must have been a real hardship for Mother to leave a 
closely-Knit family, ond with two smell girls; Mary—four, snd Minnle— 
toro, with very litle money or worldly goods to venture into the unknown, 








‘That first winter was spent with Dad's brother Charlie at Lowden 
Lake near Stettler while Dad went homestead hunting, He liked the looks 
fof the Hand Hills Lake District and filed on the west half of section 
thirty-one, township twenty-nine, range fifteen, although the railroad 
Thad not yet been completed to the present townsites of Hanna, Watts 
and Cralgmyle, So early in the spring of 1912 we moved, By that time 
swe hed a team of big black horses—Boy and Milto, « wagon, @ walking 
plow, two cows, a few chickens and the bare essentials in furniture. We 
fwere more fortupate than some of the early settlers for Dad's homestead 
hhad been abendoned earlier. A sod shack was still standing, a well just 
needed cleaning and a few acres of land had been plowed, so we moved 
ight in in time to plant a garden and a patch of grain. Dad fixed up 
the shack, built a shelter for the stock and then with his team went 
working on the CNR. railroad grade, east toward Hanna, Stetiler was 
sill the nearest town in those early days 

We really moved into a well-settled area with neighbors all eround 
tus—Tom Devine, an eccentric old bachelor across the road west, Frank 
Gibson, his wife and childten Fred and Hilda on the northwest corner, 
fand straight north lived the Jake Kessel family. On the other balf of our 
section lived the George Hardings. Southeast the Harry Shoults family 
resided, directly south were wo bachelor-—“Long” Jack Edwerds and 
“Shorty” Murray, and the Ditchiield family, while beyond Tom Devine 
near the Hand Hills Lake lived the Morse brothers—Jack and Syd—proud 
fers of a team of oxen in those early days 


























‘Our first experience with these oxen was quite terifying. Mary and 
were alone in the shack when suddenly the whale thing began to shake 
and quiver and a grest bellowing filled the air! Those great beasts were 
rubbing against the walls and causing wild confusion! Luekily for us 
Mother got them chased away befare the whale place collapsed, but not 
before a few more eracks were opened up in the roof. I well remember 
the mud puddles on the floor when It rained, Those same oxen used 10 
make the tip to Stettler hitched to a stoneboat. With Inck, Jack and Syd 
Morse could make the round trip in a week, bringing mail and supplies 
for the neighbors. Dad hauled lumber from Stetter (0 build our first 
frame house located about @ quarter of a mile south of the old sod shack. 

‘Those were rough times for the women for most of the men went 
‘working on the road grades during the summer—Harry Shoults was one 
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of the more colorful straw-bostes on some of these jobs. Dad worked on 
the grades near home and later on the C.VR.-C.P.R. rece from Red Deet 
to Rocky Mountain House for the right-ol-way across the North Saskat- 
chewan River, The CIN.R. won and built on up to Nordegg and the 
coal fields of Brezeau Dad also took his team end wagon and went 
harvesting in southern Alberia and Saskatchewan. He also cleared land 
for Shan Gowan about ten miles west in the Hand Hills. He got poles and 
fence posts or brush for kindling in return, then in she ill when the wild 
fruit was ripe we would go to Shen's farm to pick saskatoons and rasp- 
berries, We children looked forward to those excursions for years! 





Mom had many herrowing experiences while Dad was away. There 
were few fenees then and the cows had to be tethered on picket chains 
While moving them one night old Roany bolted and Mom, tangled up 
Jn the chain was dragged around the yard. Young Fred Gibson heard 
the commotion and came rushing over. He rescued Mom, but she was 
badly bruised and laid up for days. Fred came to milk the cows but 
Roany had other ideas! Fioally Fred had wo put on Mom's apron and 
sun bonnet before Roany would let him near her. 








By the time Hanna had become our main trading centre, Mom had 
a single bugay and a tal bay mare named Kate to deve. We were sixes 
miles from Hanna but Mother made many a lonely tip to town trading 
Douiter, eggs, end fresh vegetables for groceries. Kate was unpredictable 
and Mom hed some wild rides behind her, including « real runaway 
fan her way home one day. Mom managed to ster her into a straw stack 
before she could run over us kids waiting in the yard. She upset the 
buggy, broke the shaft and scattered grocerles to the four winds but 
‘Mom was unhurt, just angry. 








Our Hand Hills Lake School was established by the time Mary 
and I were reedy to go. It was four miles around the toad but often we 
tused the shorteut by going southeast across our place, through Hlardings 
and across the school section—saving a lot of steps. Kate was supposed 
to be our means of transportation but she found many ways of shirking 
that responsibilty. She would dump ws over her heed or slide us off 
backwards, then nothing short of a step ladder could get us mounted 
again, so she would wor home with us tralling along trying to cateh 
her. Sometimes she would shy at a rock pile, get the bit in her teeth 
land bolt for home, Finslly Mother had kad ity and for the first and only 
time in my memory Mother rede a horse! She set off at top speed on 
Kate, along our route, At last they retumned—a much chastened Kate 
and Mother, grim, but the victor. What Mother said or did to Knte we 
never knew, but Kete bad a very healthy respect for Mother after that, 
find we made It to school on time for a change! 





‘The winter of 1914 was « bad one for us, We had moved by then 
Into our frame house (one large room and lean-to) but we coulda’t get 
water at this new site so for years much of the water we used had to 
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be hauled by barrels and stoneboat from 
winter Dad got siek with double pneumonia end for long, 
looked bad. Old Dr. Wade from Hanna made many a trip by texm and 
cutter to see Dad, Nutse Bois came to look after him. Later she married 
Bob McCullough and they remained our good friends as long es they 
lived in Alberta. The neighbors rallied round to help Dad on the farm 
that spring. That was the summer William (Bill) was born and Mom had 
‘tough time. Once again we hed a nusse, Nurse Brown, 





Gradually our community grew and developed. During the Fist 
World War the men organized ‘money-raising functions. So began, the 
famous Hand Hilly Lake Stampede, the fst being held at Jack Miller 
Ranch in 1917, After that Dad and the other men of the community 
worked hard to raise money and build the Hand Hills Lake Clubs House 
fn the west side of the lake, Dad acted as sccretary-trasurer for many 
years becoming a fixture on the gate on stampede days. The women were 
hot idle, as they ran the kitchen providing lunches or full dinners for 
the many activities held at the hall Ie quiy became a real community 
centre forall ages—roller skating, basketball, dancing, whist drive, turkey 
Shoots, community Christmas dinners with concerts Tor all the children, 
tnd always erib games or checkers going on in the basement, Everywhere 
thildren were at play for they all eame—babies were tucked away under 
the counters of on the tables to sleep. Our David, born 1916, was among, 
the children who grew up in these times. The highlight of the year was 
the ennual stampede held in Joly, which attracted top names from all 
over the continent—Pete Knight, Herman Linder, etc. For year’s Mother's 
Specialty for these midnight lunches was doughnuts—for dinners—pump- 
Kin pies. T well remember the good spieey aroma of pumpkin pies and the 
all day doughnut-making sessions on Club days. 














‘Mother and Dad were active in getting « non-denominational church 
established in the district. An abandoned schoo} in the dust bowl about 
forty miles south of us wos made available to the men if they could 
rove it, This was during the hungry 1930s when money was at « premium, 
but the men undertook the project. With the advice and equipment of a 
local mover, several men and tractors (Dad and Bill with their tractor 
were with them all the way) and lots of work the school was set down 
fon property at the end of the lake west of us, which was donated by 
Bob Congdon, So with the rebuilding of the chimney, a foundation, pews 
and pulpit, a church was born, ‘The ladies formed @ very active Ladies’ 
‘Ald Society to help raise money to deiray the expenses of the church. 
‘The minister came from Craigmyle—Mr. Griffiths, « Itle Welshman, 
was one of our first ministers. He and his wife were very faithful in all 
kinds of weather 





We had our share of problems. Rath, who was bor in 1923, was 
not strong as a baby. Then at nine months she needed an emergency 
‘astoid operation. Dr. Maton was young and new to Hanna at that 
time and this was the first such operation he performed on his own. 
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Naturally he was very proud of the results and we were most grateful 
Mother suffered from a strange type of epilepsy for years and in spite of 
the advice and treatment of many doctors, no complete cure was ever 
found. Mary, who had entered nurses’ taining in Edmonton, had to give 
tup all thoughts of a career when she became il. In spite of doctors in 
TAmonton, Hanna, Calgary and the Mayo Clinic, she died at the age 
of twenty-one from an inoperable brain tumor, 








‘There were many hardships sent to try the endurance of the settlers 
—severe winters, hot dry summers, hail, early frosts and grasshoppers! 
They ceme in clouds and stripped everything. One year when even the 
pastures were invaded we got unexpected help from the west—great flocks 
Of seagulls suddenly lit on the hillsides im the posture, What a wonderful 
meal they must have had and what a relle for ust One year the country 
twas overrun with amy web worms. We stood stunned as they marched 
in from the east and hit the end of our garden. Mom was heartbroken 
but suddenly Dad hed an idea! We grabbed anything that would dig 
and started a ditch across the garden, as we dug Dad poured tractor oll 
Slong the ditch. We patrolled the dich and guarded the ends—it gave us 
great pleasure to knock the more venturesome worms down Into the oi, 
fnd we saved at leat hall the garden, 

















‘Then the depression hit and times got bad for everyone. Drought, 
ust and wind—hot and searing-—crops blew out or were butied—gradualy 
fences were built on top of old ones—north of us even the telephone poles 
almost disappeared, Cate were hungry end thiesty, there was no extra 
fead, but the bottom had dropped out of markets. { can remember Dad 
selling beef on the hoof for four cents @ pound, and I remember getting 
up at four o'lock in the morning to pick peas end beans for market— 
two to four cents a pound! Here in Vancouver today T see peas on the 
market at forty cents a pound—our pigs would have been insulted at 
Such poor specimens! But the fermers held on—a few moved but what 
‘was there to move with and where was anything better? Dad tried other 
frops—corn, alfalfa and root crops for cow feed. Strip farming was tried 
to eut down the destructive force of the wind, and gradually times im- 
proved. I taught school through the lean years and we teachers suffered 
Hlong with the farmers. Bill enjoyed working with machinery and so he 
fand Dad rode out the depression to etter times, but David was impatient 
tvith the lack of opportunities for advancement, so he and Lawrence 
Morton struck out on their own, David tied many things In the next 
four yeers, only to meet with a fatal accident at Agasi, British Columbia, 
in 1936 on his way home. 











Many incidents come to mind as I think back over the early days 
—the terrific blizzards that came up suddenly, the anxious hours when 
Dad was etught out in such a storm, but somehow he always made it 
to safety (some were not s0 lucky), the time Dad was lost in the fog 
fon Hand Hills Lake and finally made his way along the west shoreline 
to the Club House, the time Dad and T fought a pralrie fre northeast 
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of us while on the way to Hanna, I often think of the first aeroplane 
that flew over our place—Dad and Jack Edwards were watching It and 
Jack started to stuiter, “Well—well—by gosh—well yes you bet—t believe 
hhe will make Drumbeller by sappertime!” A distance of some thirty-five 
miles as the erow flies and this et four in the afternoon, Dad said later 
the pilot was probably over Drumheller by the time Jack Finished is 

Mother's health continued poor and she died in 1940, Ruth and Bill 
stayed on the farm but I moved to Vancouver, later marrying Jim Doyle 
We have three daughters in university and school. Ruth married Rod 
MeDonald of Halkirk. They have four children, two of whom are now 
married and Ruth has two grandchildren. Shorty Murray came to live 
with Dad on the farm, Bill married Anne Vogel end they have two 
tadopted children and two grandchildren ‘now. ‘Bill and Anne live at 
Forestburg, while Ruth and Rod now live st Tappen, British Columbia, 
Dad remarried a widow, Mrs, Fran McDonald of Halkirk, Later Dad 
sold the old farm and Dad and Pran with the step-daughter Alice moved 
to Vancouver. They had a small apartment house for awhile end Dad 
did landscape gardening around Vancouver, Then they bought a nive 
place in White Rock, British Columbia, where Dad had « lovely garten 
Dad died quite suddenly in 1962 and now Fran has sold the White Rock 
place and lives at Tell, Queen Cherlotte Islands, near Alice who married 
Doug Richardson end has five children 





So the family has scattered. Today no one is left on the farm. 1 
wonder if T could even find some of the landmarks so familiar to. me 
filty years ago. I know many of the oldtimers ate gone and theie famille, 
Tike ours, ere scattered. 


THE SHERWOOD BENEDICT FAMILY 
a Jeaw (BeNumer) Payne 


Loft: Me, and Mrs. Dave Wie, Willa, Minnie, Ruth and David in 1929. 
Right: fic and Mx. Sherwood Bonedic, Roland, Don, ean and Frank fa 1942. 
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Sherwood Benedict, in 1904, came by stock car train from Towa 
to Innisiall, As his brothers had done, he homesteaded in the Wimborne 
district, In May, 1909, he martied Mary Gerber who, in 1903, had. come 
with her parents and brothers by immigrant train from Missouri to 
Carstairs, then to Mayton. In the summer of 1909 Sherwood, his brother 
‘Archie and two other men, travelling by democrat spent two weeks land 
hhunting east of the Hand Hills. They took their directions from lend 
‘office maps and surveyors’ markings. ‘They carried a tent for shelter and 
‘cooked their food over open campfires. At night horses were hobbled 
fand left to graze. The winter of 1907-1908 had been severe. East of the 
Hand Hills Lake aren bones and skeletons of cattle and horses lying in 
fields and abandoned corrals gave stark evidence of wagedy. 











Later, when the men made a second trip, they decided om land in 
the Hand Hills Lake area where rolling bills and sloughs partially sur 
rounded by brush gave testimony of good soil and some moisture. A visit 
to the Calgary Land Titles Office told them which scctions were open. 
‘There they signed up for script land, A person was permitted to prove 
up on one homestead, then take out a purchased homestead. On the latter 
fone had the same obligations as for homestead, that is to breek ten 
fetes a year for three years (thirty aeres in all), 10 erop the thirty acres 
find to live on the homestead six months of the year, In addition, however, 
fone had to pay a small price such as dee dollars per acre. Sherwood 
those for himself and Mary the east half of section fifteen and the south 
half of 21-29-15 west of the fourth, He also bought the west half of 
section fifteen from Alfred Aspinall. The surveyors had made four square 
holes two and one half feet across and sixteen inches deep at the northeast 
‘comer of each quarter section, In the centre of the four holes they stuek 
fn iron rod six feet long, On a flat side at the upper portion of the stake 
was Inseribed the location description such as southeast quarter of section 
Fifteen, township twenty-nine, range fifteen, west of the fourth. A pioneer 
found the northeast comer of his land then sighted along the sides of 
the squares to get the boundaries of his quarter, He would travel slong. 
the direction thus gained and locate the next set of holes. If possible one 
man would wave from one set of holes to a pariner at the next set and 
thus get a straight line for fencing. On flat land it was somewhat easier 
to find the second set, as one could tie rag on the rim of the wagon 
wheel, then count the revolutions to determine the distance, 














In December of 1909 Sherwood took to his homestead his first load 
of pioneer effects. Amongst other things were several bags of potatoes. It 
‘war a two-day trip so when the men camped for night they put the 
potatoes under their pillows to prevent them from freczing. It was futle 
‘The potatoes were frozen solid. Even so they were considered a delicacy 
for few people had potatoes that winter. Alone in this new lend he 
learned first hand some cooking secrets. How he leughed about the time 
he cooked rolled oats. He put sufficient dry oats in the pot to ill it, then 
started adding water forthe cooking. Soon every pot inthe shack, including 
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the dishpan, contained the expanding oats. Ah well, porridge was sus 
taining, and the week's meals were now prepared 


Sherwood built homestead shacks that could later be moved together 
to form a house, It was a "shack lenn-to" style of architect, the beauty 
of which lay in the friendly welcome extended by Its occupants always 
oom for one more 


When Mary's sixtoen by twenty shack was complete she went out 
from Wimborne distriet by sleigh, @ two-day joumey. At the Red Deer 
River they had to travel ten miles down river from Wigmore's to Tol 
man’s Cressing, In places on lee covered by a foot of water, No mishap 
‘ceurred and a peaceful aight wes spent at Tollman's. ‘The journey sas 
Finished next day. 

Lumber was first hauled from Innisfail and the next year from 
Stealer, a two-day Journey. Mary's shopping lists were made to bring 
hhome @ six months’ supply and she never ran short. Later trading was 
done at Munson, then Castor, and finally Hanna in 1912 











In the summer of 1910 s Methodist minister held a few services in 
the Benedict home. 


Dr. E. P. Benet, Sherwood’s brother, made his home with Sher 
wood and Mary from i911 to 1915 while proving up a homestead plus 
fa quarter of script land. After breaking up the required thirty acres he 
broadcast several bushels of tumip seed. He didn’e really expect a crop, 
Dut tamip seed was the cheapest that was available, He fulfilled bis 
homestead requitements In this way and reported a one hundred per 
cont erop failure 


For his required plowing, Sherwood made several furrows around 
his land, adding. some each year. On this he planted oats and had an 
excellent crap. This plowing served also the prime need for a fieguard 


‘An ample water supply was required for a permanent home site 
The search for water began with Sherwoed on the south half of section 
Lifton, where a seventy-foot well was dug. It started caving in so was 
abandoned. On the north half of section filteen a two-foot diameter 
shallow bored well gave inslliclent’ water, Drilling a well failed also 
1s they struck impenetrable rock. From Godias Beaudoin, Sherwood then 
bought the north half of stetion thirty-two, township twenty-nine, range 
sixigen, west of the fourth on which were three strong springs and the 
well known “Gep”. The family now included Roland and Jean. Sherwood 
built a home on the coulee hill above the two strongest springs. The 
three springs ran clear cold water, & temperature of about forty degrees 
‘They nover failed, even during. drought. 








Benedicts now had a new problem, that of carrying water up the 
hill Thad to be eliminated so, with shovel, hand plow, scraper, fresno 
and horsepower, they cut the hill back and built « shelf at a low level 
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One busy day good neighbors with teams helped move the house down to 
thie shelf. There a permanent home was established. It was the same “shack, 
lean-to” style, but they piped the spring water to a pump Jn the house. 
More pipes eared the Waste water from sink 0 cesspool. Thé floor in 
the two main rooms of the hove were maple hardwood, and the living 
room ceiling was twelve and one-half feet high. Deneing, house parties, 
gymnastics, wrestling and everyday living were enjoyed in this big room: 
Miss Jean’ Peters, a schoolteacher new Irom the clty of Calgary, one 
winter day watched in hortor as a blizzard piled the snow gradually over 
the first living room window of normal helght, then continued and 
Finally covered half of @ window lying horizontally across the upper part 
of the room at a height of nine feet Tt was at this home that Don, born 
in the old Hanne Hospital, and J. Frank, born in the new Hanna Hos- 
pital, joined the family. 














‘Across the covlee Sherwood set his barn back into a six foot bank 
to provide extrs warmth and to make easier the unloading of hay into 
he hay mow door at the back. Through that same door thelr inquisitive 
rile cov, Spot, one day climbed into the hay mow. She always thought 
ther fields. were greener, There Sherwood found er stuck, two feet 
through the hay mow floor, A fenee crawler she was too, so for awhile 
she had the honor of weering « poke, a wooden framework shaped like 
the lines used for a game of naughts and crosses, with the cow’s head 
Through the centre. It was sometimes three and one-half to five Feet high 
tnd was designed to curtail fence crawling, 








Sherwood harvested the prurie wool on section fifteen for feed and 
for sale. His hay stacker, powered by one horse, simplified work somewhat 
4 4 farm band would today. A horse hitched to 2 pulley rope went for 
ward to lit the load, then backward 0 let the fork down. One stacker 
horse was reluctant to co-operate at a given vocal command. Shep, Sher 
woods Collie dog, saw end understood. He appointed himself the driver 
and sent the horse forward or back by nipping the horse's heels or nose 
fs the moment required 





“Sleepy Hollow” they celled their ranch, They all tiked animals, 
each bad his own horse and did much riding, Sleepy Hollow offered 
‘many amenities for children: horses, catle, sheep, dogs, chickens, some- 
times geese or ducks, weter for rafting or wading, muskrats water and 
land birds, hills for’ digging, coasting or tobogganing, ice for skating 
snowdrifts for tunnels and scaling, groves of trees for climbing and 
Picnicking, saskatoons, goosebervies and wild strawberries, Spring thaw or 
Flash cloudbursts sent volumes of water tumbling down the covlee and 
three times washed out the culvert and eight-oot grade that spanned 
the coulee Irom house to bars 








Lighting over the years ranged from candles, kerosene lanterns and 
lamps to Coleman mantle gas lamps, to farm-generated electricity, to 
Calgary Power or its counterpart. Mr, Perey Coldwell at one time had 
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small cleerie lights powered by bis Ford car motor. His wife, in her turn, 
created a dried vegetable soup, @ good forerunner of those in supermarkets 
today. 

‘The first soft coal was hauled from Bloom's mine, then two years 
later « better coal was found at Old Sam's mine in e eoulee five miles 
southeast. 





Sherwood liked ranching and stayed with it, He hud a three-year 
government lease on some land east of the Hand Hills Lake, He fenced 
{tall for pasture, In later years this land was opened up for homesteads 





‘The fall, winter and spring of 1919-1920 wore spent in Towa at 
Sherwood Benedict's boyhood home. He took eatile and some horses with 
him, Iness took some cattle, others he sold. The horses were also sold. 
While the Benedicts were in lowe, Godias Beaudoin and family cared 
for Sleepy Hollow. 

Back in the Hand Hills in the 19208 Sherwood built up a herd of 
deiry cows, Then came the 1930s with drought, dust and depression, 
Water holes dried up and pasture was cropped short. Sherwood worked 
fout a routine where, cach day, the grazing and watering of eattle and 
hhorses was alternated between home (lor water) and pasture two and 
‘one-half miles south. Each morning the herdsman drove cattle to pasture 
find brought horses back. In the afternoon he reversed the procedure, 

‘Mis, Benedict boarded some of the Hand Hills Lake School teachers, 
She took an active part in school, community plays, ct also gave her 
children piano lessons, She raised a big garden, experimenting with dif 
ferent vegetables such’ as Kohirabi, pumpkins, tomatoes, celery, etc. She 
raised sugarbeets and attempted making. sogar from them, The product 
twas a dark syrup, sweet, but with beet flavor, hence the success of the 
taperiment was neglighle, During the 1980s she sold many barrels of 
Seuerkraut and many gallons of wild gooseborres to Hanna merchants 
fn trade for staples, 

Days of sickness were days of worry. Benediets lived fourteen miles 
from a doctor. ‘There were no telephones, no miracle drugs, very few 
cars, but there were dedicated doctors who made difficult trips in_sny 
weather at any hour, One memorable night @ doctor was needed for 
Sherwood’s mother, It was windy, cold and heavily dark, threetening rain, 
Sherwond’s horse was young, newly tained to the saddle, unaccustomed 
to flapping straps and gear. Sherwood had the eerie experience of riding 
ft bucking horse in utter darkness, over terrain he could not see, and 
beaten by an incessant wind. He accomplished his purpose, Dr. Wade 
responded to the call, but fortunately he had a car, 

Ingenuity was required. the time Miss Helen Fowler (Hand ills 
Lake School teacher) broke her leg, To minimize the pain of a fourteen 
mile journey in a democrat, Sherwood and Mike Harrison contrived. an 
{inusuel splint, ‘They knocked the top and bottom out of a nail keg, then 
splinted her leg with this keg filled with hay. It proved elletive 
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‘The depression left many memories pertinent only to itself 


“There were Bennett Buggies—horse-drawn vehicles similar to wagons, 
but using the wheels and tires from the oars then beyond repair or sans 
fuel. The name gave laughing trate to the Prime Minister of Canada, 
RB, Bennet, 





There were duststorms, so blinding and blackening that @ driver 
sometimes was unable to see the horses hitched 10 his vehiele. Some folks 
claimed they traded land with neighbors with each black blizard that 
struck, 





There were grasshoppers that ate from the edge of a field wwards 
the centre and left a field looking like summerallow. 


‘There were Russion thistle and tombleweed rolling across the prairies 
like thousands of gray coyotes loping easily slong, Many of them we 
stopped by the fences, which took on the appearance of dike ridges as 

istes and tumbleweods matted and clogged while the wind-blown topsoil 
le solidly tn. It ld somte fences from view except where a pole now 
‘and then strained above the choking dast heap 





‘There were loads of baled hay and straw sent in from other parts 
of Canada to feed hungry stock where crops had fale. 


‘There were smoked herrings, Ontario cheeso, slabs of dried cod and 
bushels of navy beans sent in from Easter Canada, ‘The beans and 
‘choose were goad, 50 too were the cod and herring when prepared care 
fully; but the salty, tough slabs of cod had many’ other suggested uses 
sole your shoes with them, use them as snowshoes, shingle the roof, This 
last was a timely suggestion for the shingles on many & roof became: 
ddey and shrunken that any brief rain penetrated the ceiling and hou 
wives had to set out innumerable pans to eatch drips throughout the 
shower 








Jobs for young people were almost non-evstent. The government 
sponsored a winter program, two weeks of youth training, that encouraged 
the attendance of many. I¢ provided agricultural instraction, gymnastics, 
wrestling, tying knots in ropes, cooking, sewing, entertaining and. social 
sctivities The program was well received. 


Schools continued 10 operate but the buildings fell into disrepair 
‘Teachers’ salaries were drastically cut. Grants were given by the govern- 
ment where schoolboards had insufficient funds for salaries, but the salary 
agreed upon had to be approved by the government, Then the larger 
areas were formed. Control was taken froma local school board of three 
and put into the hands of clected officals forthe larger areas. The upkeep 
of the school was suddenly put into the hands of officals who were 
reluctant (0 spend money on old school buildings when they envisioned 
new large consolidated schools in the Immediate future, During this transi- 
tion period small schools suffered. One, where I taught, used a. plow 
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wheel in the big Waterbury heater for lack of a proper grate. ‘The same 
school saw the old bern blown down into a heap for lack of repair. An era 
where district residents took pride in the upkeep of the local school had 


passed, 


In 1939 Sherwood decided to quit the ra 
Olas district, leaving Don to carry on at Hanna 

Sherwood Earl Benedict passed away October 21, 1964. Mrs, Bene 
dict sill resides at Olds. Roland and his wife, the former Morjorie Shanks, 
now own and operate the Olds farm, Their son Bryon and his. wif 
formerly Mary Thomson, live st Canmore where Mery operates « beauty 
salon. Bryon works in Banff for Brewster Bus Service. Roland's daughter 
Dianne, married Garry Sandstrom of Nanton. They live in Calgary 
where Garry works for United Grain Growers and Dianne for Sun Ot 





and go beck to the 








Jean Benedict married H. F, (Tom) Payne, formerly of Watts. ‘They 
row reside in Calgary whete Tom works for the University of Alberta, 
Calgary, a6 an air conditioning and refrigeration maintenance man, Ther 
two daughters, Marilyn and Heather, attend school 








Don Benedict married Ada Fielding of Hanna. They have three boys: 
Don Jr. who works on an ol rg, Jimmie at home, Glen attending univer 
sity and Beverly and Becky who ere preschoolers, 

J. Frank Benedict married Phyllis Buchan, formerly of Lethbridge 
‘They now live in Bakersfield, California, where Frank is « practising 
anaesthetist, They have three daughters: Donne, JoAnne, and Colleen, 
fand a son Rediney, all of whom are attending school. 

. J. Gerber, a younger brother of Mrs. Benedet, homesteaded in 
1909 on fand east of Charlie Keng and spent tee years living with the 
Sherwood Benediets, He ttught school at the Bull Pound School in 1912. 
1913 end rode @ brone that had spent its first twelve years or more of life 
roaming the Bull Pound Flat, As his was the only horse ridden to school 
fat that time, he had the whole bara for his wild mare and he put a 
padlock on the barn door so the children would not get hurt. Every evening 
they watched a small impromptu rodeo as Mr, Gerber mounted his steed 
He reports the mare could gallop twelve miles without stopping and sill 
try to kick your hat off when she arrived. She was eventually turned out 
to graze the Bull Pound agein as she refused 10. become sufficiently 
civilize. 

. J. Gerber spent many years of his life as principal of the high 
school at Wakaruss, Indiana, and now spends a lot of bis ume with 
his small herd of quarter horses, taking them to fats nearby and racing 
them himself i the competition is not 10 keen. He is married and they have 
two sons who ee dentiss 




















He recalls trying to chase a herd of eight antelope up the maln street 
{f Hanna in 1912 to give the easterers a thrill, He had the railway on 
frie side which they would not cross, but they broke away near the east, 
fend of Second Avenue and headed back to the prairie 
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SYD MORSE 


Sydney Stafford Morse came to the Hand Hills in 1911 and home 
steaded north of Jack’s holdings and then lived with Jack for several 

fs, Latet he built « two-room house on his quarter where he farmed 
tuntl about 1951 





With oxen and later three or four horses and a milk cow or two, 
Syd lived the simple life; tended his garden, baked his own bread, had a 
good stamp collection and was an avid reader. He visited often with his 
lose neighbor, Billy Millard, and they played many games of eri. 





Syd never married and finally around 1961 sold his farm to Mac 
Milligan and retired to Edmonton where he lived with Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Milonl, former Hand Hills residents, He died in 1963 at the 
age of eighty-one yeas. 








MR. AND MRS, ANTON NEUBAUER 


Mr. and Mes. Anton Neubauer came from Bessarabia, Russia, in 
1910 and out to the Hand Hills in 1911, Mr, Reugust ploughed some 
sed for them so they could build a sod shack and since they had no well 
all the water was hauled frome slough close by for sometime. Mr 
Neubauer then helped build the roadbed for the C.N.R. line through 
Hanna, 


Elsie Metzger, the oldest itl, remembers the trips to the stampede 
with horse and buggy and has pleasant memories of Ida (Hasse) Fehr 
who stayed with them for some time after her mother died in 1925, 





Mr. and Mrs. Neubauer were « very careful and industrious couple. 
They prospered and built up a very fine farm, When the stinkweed was 
declared a noxious weed around 1927 the whole family spent many days 
‘marching through the grainfields abreast, pleking out every weed that 
showed up and generally doing what a sprayer does today with much 
less labor. A jelly made out of rose petals was one of Mes, Neubauer 
specialties and one mild fall the Neubaver children had. home-grown 
melons in their school luches 











Radolf played a clarinet in the Hanna Elks’ Boys Band for several 
years. 


About 1936 Mr. and Mrs. Neubauer maved to Hanna, Rudolf and 
his wife Lydia farmed for several yents on the home place. Rudolf had 
a very lancy team of bays and a top buggy in his courting days, which 
would correspond to a young man’s convertible today 


In 1944 Rudolf and his femily sold thelr farm to Alfred Kelm and 
moved to a farm west of Didsbury where he spent several years in the 
dairy business before finally settling in Calgary 
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‘An older sister of Rudolf's, Elsie, married Emil Metger of Carbon; 
Fda married Dan Hein and they, along with their two sons and Dan's 
parents, were killed in a collision with « truck one mile enst of Delia 
"This wes one of the most tragic accidents to happen in this country; Lily 
married Ed Fisher and they make their home in Calgary 








Seated: Mo, Mr, and Ms. Gohfed Feechner, Martha. Standing: Emanuel, Chris, 


HAASE FAMILY 
wy Ios (Haase) Fes 


Gottfried and Sophia Hlaase moved to the Hand Hills and proved 
tap a homestead about 1909 or 1910, We made several moves but never 
Teft that general district. Our second farm was the one Cust Rust now 
farms. They still liven our old house, but it has been remodelled. We 
children took our schooling at Hand Hills Lake and Pare. We had many 
Thardships as you ean Imagine; with fourteen children in the family we 
ac times found living pretty serimpy, but we had happy home, 





Dad was a hard worker and a good farmer. It was all done with 
horses. My folks were regular church attenders. 1 can well remember 
how they used to heat a number of stones, pat them in the bottom of 
the sleigh with straw to sit on and all siteen of us piled in. Away we 
went to chutch, known es the Congregational, about twelve miles south- 
west of Hanna. The church isn't there any more but the grave yard Is 
and this is where my mother, along with three of the children, are buried. 
Trremember one winter we were all sick in bed with the measles and my 
sister, Alma, thirteen years old, died. Dad, along with the help of 
neighbors, made her 2 coffin for burial 
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(One person I will always remember was a Mrs. Campbell who lived 
uth of Us. She was always there in time of need. She used to bring 
ts clothes, food, ete, and allvays some goodies for us children. We dearly 
Toved her, bless her heart, | imagine by now she has gone to her reward, 

My mother died in 1923 at the age of forty-two years in the Hanna 
Hospital, This was the biggest hardship of all, Dad ied to keep the 
children together but it just didn't work, so the younger ones were all 
put in homes. Dad died in May, 1938, and is buried at Belscker. A list 
‘f the children is as follows: John of Hanna; Daniel of Calgary and Jack 
fof Rocky Mounisin House, all deceased. Robert liver at High River 
‘Tena Keaft lives at Wimborne, Leo lives at Belseker; Ida Fehr lives at 
Kelowna, British Columbia; Fred lives at Bashaw, Alberta; Albert lives at 
Olds; Pauline Cyr lives at Yakima, Washington; and Lena Holmes at 
Saratoga, California, 




















MR. AND MRS, GOTTFRIED SIEPPERT AND FAMILY 





Left picture: Mr. and Met, Gotified Siopport. Right pictur: Mr. Gottfried 





The Gottfried Sieppert family cme from Bessarabla to the Olds 
iswiet In 1902 and brought their cattle, horses and worldly belongings 
fut to their homestead in the bills in 1909. Bill, the oldest son, made 
four teips back 10 the Mayton district to help their Mayton neighbors 

1g their cattle the ninety miles ever to the Hand Hills. He helped 
Sam Rusts, Martin and Emanuel Kelm, Pfabls and Fanos, Bill remembers 
wondering’ why everyone was going by the heavy gumbo land in the 
Morrin aes, 1o come over here where rocks were vo thick and the hills 
s0 steep 
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While camped on the southeast quarter of 28-20-15, Mr. William 
Pfahl asked to borrow Bill's pony to go after his horses that had gotten 
away the day belore. Bill loaned the pony to him and Inter in the day 
his dad shot at some ducks on a pond neatby; their horses all broke their 
ropes and headed west, with Bil and his father in hot porsuit on foot 
They arrived at Leonard Moench's, some nine miles away, and persuaded 
him to uohiteh his three horses Irom the plow to ride after the strays. Mr. 
Sieppert and Leonard both rode as far as Courtney's where they managed 
to corral their herd and bring them back, William Pfabl was not as lucky 
‘nd caught up to his runaways at the Red Deer River 








Mr. and Mrs, Gottried Sieppert had ten children and lived on the 
farm until 1936 when they retired to the town of Hanna. Mr. Sieppert 
died there in 1943 and Mrs, Sieppert passed away seven years later. Their 
youngest son Rudolf passed away in 1966. 


Bill Sieppert matried Ottela Kelm in 1918 and they made their home 
‘on the Take Kessel farm, Bill served in the army in the Fist World Wer. 
‘They ralsed four children: Martha, married Joe Preston and they live at 
Richdale ‘with their five children; Anne married Ed Moench and they 
live with their sie childven four miles northwest of Elmer School; Bertha 
married Walter Berreth of Beiseker and they have one daughter; Ray 
ond married Judy Gularneas. They also have one daughter and live 
fat present on the McDonell farm. 








Mr. and Mrs, Bill Sieppert celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary 
fon Januery 24, 1968, Mrs, Sieppert passed away on August 25, 1968. 


Alex married Anne Hoover and they lived on thelr farm for a few 
years until drought and depression forced thom to move. They went to 
Hanna in 1936 where they have resided ever since, They raised five 
children: Walter, Rueben, Gladys, end cwin boys Alex and Bill; Sophia 
tmarried Chris Mactzger of Carbon and they have five daughters and 
three sons 





(Otto Sieppert married Olga Ravgust and they lived on « half section 
southwest of Hand Hills Lake School until 1049, They have five daughters: 
Irene, Minnie, Violet, Arlene and Leona. The girls were excellent singers 
and displayed their talent at many country Christmas concerts, O10 
‘owned a Model A Ford for many years, and as he never did have a 
decent rosd to his farm, he had to take it over some very treacherous 
trails that really tested the ears stamina every time he went anywhere. 
He sleo had trouble getting water on his farm, In 1949 they moved 10 
Medicine Hat where they reside today 


Jake married Else Racsder and they lived on a farm just west of 
to's until they moved to Hanna in 1950, They raised four hoys: Lester 
married Viole Bannick; Ivan married Ruth Anderson; and Rod recently 
‘marred Cathy Anderson; Elmer is unmarried, 
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Jake remembers his school days at the Hand Hills Lake School about 
1915 when Miss Coons taught. As punishment for looking out the window 
fat passersby, several of the students had to sit at a certain fence post 
hear the road every recess and noon hour for a week. Mr. Harry Shouls 
tsked the teacher what the “crows” were doing on those posts out front 


He also remembers Miss Pearl Jones who taught in 1918. She rode 
fone of “Shorty” Murray's saddle horses to school, and Jake, along with 
Several other children, hid in a clump of brush immediately west of the 
faltool to escape being found outside the school grounds when she came 
by. Ter horse spied them when she got even with them and took off for 
Thome like he had seen a bear. Miss Jones returned an hour or so later 
with Mr. Murray on another horse 10 help control hers, She tried hard 
to Find out who was out of the school yard, but no one ever told. 

Chris Sieppert married Emma Raessler and they had three children 
before she died in 1935: Lawrence, Vivian and Eddy. Chris later married 
Fielen Mactzger and they raised eleven children in the village of Nacmine 
where they still reside. 














Fred Sieppert married the third Reessler sister, Clara, and they 
settled on the home place where they farmed until 1956. A’ son passed 
way in 1966 leeving his wile Anne (Schmidt) and daughter to mourn 
his pessing, ‘The oldest son Emil married Ruby Rust and after farming 
the Dave Rust place for several years, moved north of Hanna where he 
land his ded presently farm together, Viola married George Kang and they 
feside in Hanna. Marjorie married Clarence Flemmer; Muriel married 
Bob Griffith; Gail married Gordon Rosser, and Gary, the youngest, is 
‘unmarried, 





Dan Sieppert married Emma Sulz (Kelm) who had two sons by 
fa former marriage, Howard and Wallace. Wallace ect en untimely death 
fn 1951 when # strewstack slid on top of him, Howard married Betty 
Hirsh of Sheerness and they farm « few miles south of Hanna on the 
Emil Olson farm. Clifford and his dad farm in the Parr district. 








Olga Sicppert married Emanuel Faechner. Their story will appear 
clewhere in this book. 


‘The Sieppert family Is one of the biggest in the Hand Hills, comprising 
ten children, fifty-three grandchildren and many more great grandchildren, 





MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM DITCHFIELD 
‘ny Liaw (Moase) Jounsox 

Mr. ‘TT. W, Ditchfield ceme from Preston, Lancashire, England, to 
settle with his parents at Carlton Place, Ontario, when he was thirteen 
years of age, Here be married Miss Anne ‘Thornley and they moved 10 
Killarney. Manitoba, After farming there for several years they moved 
all their belongings to the Hand Hills where they took up homesteads 
tnd. proceeded t0 build s large frame two-storey house for their family 
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of seven children. Mr. Ditchfield was a strong Orangeman, a Conservative, 
fand never smoked, drank or swore. His strongest slang was dash-it or 
blastit. He had a hobby of tee planting 





While coming home from @ meeting of his lodge one rainy dark 
night his touring ear turned over in « ditch full of water. When they all 
crawled out they could sce by the headlight chat the wheels were stil 
turning around so they realized they had moved fast in the emergency. 


Mr, Ditchfield was one of the first farmers to own a threshing 
‘machine. Two men stood at the front of the machine to cut the twine 
off the bundles and push the bundles into the eylinder. 


Mr. Dick Thornley (Mrs, Ditches brother) lived with the family 
for many years and fsrmed his half section with four fine horses which 
hhe kept fat with plenty of oats. He brushed and curtied them every morn- 
Jing and when he finally rented his farm to his nephew, Harry, he made 
«dally walk the three miles over to sce his erop. He served with distinction 
4m the First World War overseas, 











‘The Ditchfcld family milked many cows and Mr. Ditelield: made 
4 trip to town with butter, cream and eggs every week, A salesman was 
ft the farm one day when Mrs. Ditchfiel had loosened the top of the 
churn to work the butter. Young Jim, trying to help hie mother, gave 
the chum a tom and the butter and buttermilk all spilled out on the 
floor. The salesman had © hard time to keep from laughing, but Mrs. 
Ditchficld, a jolly, plump woman, took it in her stride and invited the 
salesman for dinner. She had taken many prizes for her cooking in Kilar~ 
rey before coming to the Hills and anyone at the Ditchfield’s around 
mealtime were eertain to have a fine home cooked dinner, 


Mr. Ditefield passed away in 1924 and Ms. Ditehfild died in 1037 


The four gies all marred farmers. Mrs. Emily Reld and Mrs. Clara 
Morse are now living in Drumheller. Allee married Rudolph Shandera; 
Nellie merried ‘Tom Stubbs and both are deceased, 


Bill and Harry operated the farm and did general trucking for many 
years but neither were ever married. ‘They retired to Hanna in 1955 
where Harry died in 1960 and Bill followed in. 1963, 


Jim, the youngest child, married Doris Robinson and they keep the 
Ditchfeid name alive with their family of boys In the city of Calgary 





Eorron’s Nore: Emily Ditchfield, while still single, was one of the 
popular young girls of her generation and taught many of the younger 
boys how to one-step, square dance and fox trot, Emily hed an infectious 
‘rumbling laugh which could brighten an otherwise dull day, for when she 
laughed the world laughed with her. 





Billy Ditchfild acquired his father's English accent when very young. 
and he invarlably misplaced his h's. When describing the high ‘atte 
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market in Calgary, about 1953, Bil stated “This week, steers ‘it « hall 
time igh”. Billy and Herry kept @ bunch of hounds in the 1940s and 
long with the other coyote hunters in the area made this an unhealthy 
place for coyotes to ralse a family. 


‘MR. AND MRS, R. L. SILVERTHORN 








Picnic af south ond of Hand Mile Lake—1912, Loft to sight: Mr. Campbell a 
Wie geck ‘iggy, hte: tame standing, Mea. Wren dark dress, Norm Mek 
Mending, Hrs: Sfectorne holding baby Pot 


Early in the summer of 1911 I made my first tip from Airdrie to 
the homestead (north half of section eighteen, east of Hand Hills Lake). 
"This Toed, pulled by s four-horse team, consisted mostly of lumber and 
cement and was one of the heaviest losds T ever moved any distance 








'A month later, having mixed cement, started a house, and having 
done some breaking, 1 got notice to report progress on the homesteed. 
"This meant a trip to Calgary. 

(On the second trip Mr, Martin, who was starting a horse ranch 
rear Morrin, took my horses along with bis. With my ten milk cows 1 
rove eight of his cows. IFT ever had four days of trouble, It was then: 
trying to milk those cows in the open for they had never been milked 








outside 
(On this trip my wife, Edna, drove @ team of ponies hitched to ® 
baggy. Behind the buggy was a two-wheeled teller and strapped on 
also was a erate of ens. In a baby carriage strapped securely in the 
buggy rode our year old son, Paul. 
[A tip like this meant @ rough prairie trail, dust or mud, swarms of 
inseets, tain or beat, steep hills, switchbacks, ereeks to ford and often, 
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sleeping out overnight; but in those days everyone was travelling in lke 
maninet and these annoyances were not considered hardships. 





(Our son, Paul, died in 1918 and was buried in Hanna. A daughter 
and a son were bom at Hand Hills. Our daugter, Ellen, her husband 
tnd two girls now live on the RCAF. Station (CFB), Cold Lake 
Alberta. Jack, his wife and five children live in Nanaimo, British Columbia, 


In 1919 we moved to Tnvermay, Saskatchewan, where we resided for 
twenty years. My wile and I moved to British Columbia in 1989 living 
at Pitt Meadows for twenty-seven years, 


At the Filth Hand Hills Stampede T-met people I had not soen 
for filty years. It was a great experience to meet again some of the old 
timers, elso many of thelr children and grandchildren, One man heard 
my name but T eould not place him st first. So he said, “Were you not 
‘ooking on the round-up for George MeFlroy in 19062" He sald he was 
fone of the rider. 


Eorror’s Nomis: A sister of Mrs, Silverthorn, a Miss Laura Coons, 
‘was one of the early teachers at the Hand Hills Lake School 


A plenic attended by three hundred people wes held at the Silverthorn 
farm in 1914, A few bucking horses were ridden and various contests 
such as foot races, high jumps and high kicking were enjoyed by the 
crowd, Some five years later the Hand Hills Lake Stampede was’ held 
directly across the lake from the Silverthorn farm, where It has been 
annually held ever since 





Roydl Silverthom homesteaded near his brother Lome and after a 
few years living near the eastern shote of Hand Hills Lake he sold his 
farm to Miss Coons and moved to Saskatchewan, Royd came back 10 
Dalie, Alberta, where he resided for many years. Miss Coons sold her 
land to Oscar Murdock. The land was later acquired by Mike Harzison 
tnd finally by the Hucerian Brethren 


Royd, died in Delia around 1950 and Mrs, Silverthom Is living tn 
St Joseph's Hospital in Edmonton. 








‘TOM DEVINE 


‘Tom Devine was an Irishman who came to Montana and after taking 
pert in some obscure but interesting events in that state, came through 
fo Alberta around 1908. He ran the ferry on the Bow River at Gleichen 
for a few years and then in 1911 came to the Hand Hill to settle on land 
that had been homesteaded by Paddy McKinnon. His tall well built 
barn and his small (apple box, as he called it), which served as a shelter 
for himself for some thirty-five years stood for some twenty Years after 
his death and it elmost seemed as if Tom might be seen around the place 
if a person looked real well. The place was recently hought by Allan 
Siewert, who with his wife Frences, farms some two miles nord 
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Devine in foreground and Jim Kininmonth stacking hey with swoop and slide 








During his sty in the Hand Hills, Tom was one of the most inter= 
‘sting characters around. His nicknames for all his neighbors caused 
many « chuckle during the dusty 1930s when people needed something 
to ttke their minds off thelr debis. King Bruce, Maggot, Spike, Father 
Priest, Hollywood, Mope, Spike's Cat, the Thing, Connundrum, Roany 
Morse, Jiminy Cricket, B.S. Shoults, Turkey Jack, Speargress and Windy 
Peacock were some, 











Hie rode his horte “Joe for many years all through the hills spread 
Ing the local news from one farm to the next and bringing smiles to every 
farm he visited, As did many of the ently sete, be took his bedding 
down to Hand Hills Lake to wash it every spring. The high soda content 
of the lake did fine job of soaking out the grime; but unlike most of the 
cther carly settlers Tom continued this practice as long as he stayed on 
the farm 





Despite his real generous eating habits Tom always protested vigor 
ously before sitting down at a neighbor's table chat he had just finished 
f fine home cooked meal at his own place before coming over. After a 
proper, but losing, argument he would edge closer to the table and find 
his usual place, sometimes but not always without his het, and usually 
‘without washing; much to the emusement of the children who were not 
allowed such liberties themselves. A prodigious appetite for all forms of 
food and profuse praise of the cook always assured him as a welcome 
guest at any farm home, It was not uncommon for him to serape a dish 
OF pickles, @ saucer of jam, half the potatoes on to his plate; or drink 
five cups of fresh milk without a stop, while making lively conversation 
‘with the grownups; and despite repeated scowls by said adults many 
Youngsters left the table holding their mouths so the smothered laughter 
would not be heard, 
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He wore a checkered wool tie knotted at the throat at all times, 
even while hoeing the garden in the summer time. Romor hed it that 
hhe wore the tie continuously in order to cover up a scar that he had 
acquired in the State of Montana, when he was hanged and later cut 
down by a posse that thought he was responsible for a self-defense killing 
AL any rath te stayed on and Tom's ins and nsnwatlns epi 














Although Tom never married he enjoyed the company of many young 
School marms, who equally enjoyed his ready wit and humorous accounts 
of the district news. He thoroughly enjoyed the earioons In the Calgary 
Albertan that poked fun at the Social Credit party and William Aberhart, 
land carried these around in his worn cost pocket to show everyone, His 
tyes would close, his mouth open, and his sides heave as he had another 
look himselt 





Dick Cosgrave tells a tale of a funeral which Tom attended one 
rainy day. While mourning at the graveside of a neighbor, he managed 
somehow to slide into the grave under the casket. The casket had to be 
moved aside 10 keep from burying ‘Tom prematurely 





[A devout but profane Catholle, Tom spent his last winters In the 
National hotel in Hanne, and his summers out at his ranch making sure 
the summerfallow was done right and the neighbor boys reset the cedar 
posts to the proper depth. Bob Gibson and Gordon Millard hed to dig 
fout and retamp many a post that Tom could wiggle a shade to0 freely 








In his last yours, Tom was able to get the fifteen dollars a month 
‘ld age pension dhat was available f your other income was small enough. 
This money in the depression years almost made old age pensioners a 
leisure clase. Tom feared that his mind was going when he was unable 
to recall a name, and he would hit his head sideways to try and jar 
the elusive name to the surface. Almost everyone else felt his mind was 
still remarkable but patience was not one of Tom's long suits. 


He died in the Hanna Hospital in 1048 et the 
‘genuine, cantankerous, but lovable, oldtimer 





age of eighty years; 


MR, AND MRS, MIKE HARRISON 


Mr. and Mes, Harrison arrived in the Hand Hill erea in September, 
1914, satling on the Frank Stark homestead and pre-emption on Section 
28-28-15 West ofthe fourth meridian, later buying and moving to Soldier 
Settlement land on the southeast quarter of 32-28-15 West of the fourth 
‘where they remeined raising their family 








They had their share of misfortune during the early years, They 
suffered the loss of two homes and entire contents, once in 1917, again 
in 1026. 
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‘The Bennett buggy and one horse shay was a familar sight as it 
transported the children and the water supply each day to the Hand Hills 
Lake School where members of the family were in attendance over a 
period of thirty yeas. 





While on the farm Mrs. Harrison besides boking bread for she 
hungry boys, managed for several years to keep the bachelor across the 
fence supplied with bread also, 








The familly were active members of the Zion United Church and 
the boys were active in local sports: hockey, baseball, boxing, ete. At one 
time the Hand Hills Brones Hockey Club had a complete line of Harrisons 
(two defense and three forwards) 





‘The Harrison boys became very proficient treppers during the 1930s 
when money wes hard to come bj, and tramped many miles over the 
snow covered prairie covering their trap lines to supplement the meagre 
income thet was the lot of all young boys raised In those years. 





Like many families the Harrison children had one horse that trans 
ported many of them to school, His name was Bob, a big, rangy wel 
‘mannered sorvel that probably should have passed grade twelve by the 
time he was retired, 


Hockey was the favorite sport of the boys and when weather sess 
fit, skates would be donned almost every evening for @ scrimmage on the 
dam behind the bam or on Benedict's ice another one hundred yards 
north. ‘The neighbor children, the Rowdens, Pfahls, Kelms, Siepperts, 
Benediets, Galls and Prestons helped to chase the puck sround the pond 
fand.in the dark many pucks were lost but with twenty-five horses 
drinking at the dam substitutes were always readily avalable and a game 
twas never stopped for lack of « puck, Games were frequently played in 
most total darkness, Despite this, goals were hotly debated at times, 
One lad would say the puck ad grazed the inside comer of the gum 
rubber that served as a goal post and another would say it went over the 
top. Many times it took an Hour to get the snow shoveled off before the 
fame could begin, and cracks were always in the ice. A skater just tried 
fo avoid them to keep from landing upside down 








In 1950 Mr, and Mrs, Harrison and youngest son, Eadie, moved to 
Hanna where they lived until Mrs, Harrison's death on April 10, 1961, 
alter a lengthy ilinest Mr, Harrison then moved to Calgary where he is 
Stil Living and enjoying good health, He celebrated his clghtieth birthday 
in November, 1967. 

Members of the family are one daughter, six sons living, twenty-two 
andchildren and three great-grandchildren 

Esther, the eldest, married Andrew Dorn of Nacmine. ‘They had a 
vegetable gerden there for many years and at present live in. Calgary 
Harold married Mergaret Cinnamon of Frazerton. He bought the Harry 
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Shoult' place where he farmed for a number of years before going 
to Calgary where they have established « hardware business; Allred 
(deceased) 1920; Albert married Olga Steycher of Gleichen. They lived 
for a short time on the Nicklaus farm before moving to Calgary where 
they have lived since. Albert works for the C.P.R,, Leonard farmed the 
hhome place for several yents, He married Lavonne Pregivzr and they 
‘moved ta Sheernest in 1953 and later to Hanna where they reside at 
present. Their two sons sre ective In hockey in Hanna now; Walter 
married Moiig Crawford and they reside in Calgary where Walter works 
nt a Co-op store; Clarence matried Dorothy Hovatt and after several 
Years in Consort they retumed to Hanna where Clarence is now Chief 
Clerk in the Special Area office; Edward married Gertrude Gillis of Prince 
Edward Island and after serving in the ale force occupational forces in 
France they now reside in Nova Scotia; Alex and Pete Mihaulus, nephews 
of Mr, Harrison spent several years with the family and got much of 
their schooling here at the Hand Hills Lake School 























MR. AND MRS, EMANUEL FAECHNER 





Photo igh, sta 
acchner” Fred fosin CLf Phibty, Rudolph Greumann, 

any rey gk ok: Shriya. he 

Proctzr, Hod’ Frociner, Frank Berdett and unknown, 








Emanuel homestetded near the southeast corner of Hand Hills Lake 
and moved on his father’s farm east of the school in 1914 when his parents 
tmoved farther north, He Tived here for fourteen years before getting 
married to Olga Sleppert, @ neighbor girl. Here they lived and raised 
f family until 1956 when they moved to Botha where they continue to 
farm with their sons Eddie 










































































uring the 19505 when money was scarce es hen’s teth Emanuel 
and bis bether Chris, like most of the local farmers, spent many weeks 
sting homemade, implements out of discarded cars and worn out 
retigery: ete A hammermill with the essential parts borrowed from « 
Model ‘fear end was one such machine made by the two brothers 





Like many. people in the depression years, the Faechners milked 
any Cone as that was about the only erop that was certain to bring in 
Pile dollaes for groceries and clothes every week. 





Their five children are os follows: Badie and Andy living at Boths 
whore hey. are in partoership with their father, Alice married to Ben 
Fee ie gna ranch at Dorothy; Shirley married to Adolf Doering and 
Tring at Glendon, Alberta, They resided on a farm in the Parr dsret 
He estat year’ before moving north; Mille s married to Dennis 


Mabiot of Castor: 





MR. AND MRS. OSCAR ROWDEN 


Oscar came up from Oklahoma in March, 1907, along with forty 
ether persons rom the same ea, Oscar settled at Husley six miles east 
other Peril Tr the summer of that year, John and Bill Carr, George 
fasten, Bil Cochrane and Oscar made a tip out through the Hanna 
sae Reoking at land, but it was not until 1917 that Oscar waded his 
Hlonley homestead to Bill Davis for his in the Hand Hills Bill Devs 
eee wetcighbor gel of Oscars at Hlusley, and it i not clearly known 
mapeiher Oscar arranged this union in order to make the deal oF not 
but anyway the trade was made. 





a Bell, who had @ sort of country gymnasium at bis place before 
hhe wos married, said Oscar wes really not @ good sparring partner because 
te eet hit 20 hard and so fast the contest was over before it was well 
gun, He wes also one of Par's early baseball stars. In 1945, Oscar 
eee ag catcher for the fathers at the annual Hand Hills Lake School 

thers and sons. Having gained some seventy-five 
Pera the catcher’s sat was too much for Oscar's pants which sud 
Feu ripped, Undeterred, he changed into, Alex Pfahl’s bib, overalls 
fehied the barn snd continued to play a stellar game 





pienie game between 





‘Oscar married Florence Morse in 1923 and they farmed east of Hand 
Hills Lake School 

‘The first caterpillar tractor in the district was owned by Oscar, He 
complained about his old International truck which sometimes hit the 
Stak, "After being in to Hanne hundreds of times it still doesn’t know the 
‘yay home. Not nearly as dependable as a team.” 








Oscar would have made a good Iawyer, but the times were against 
hhim and he had to be satisfied with keeping the neighbors and the local 
burrsters on their toes. He invariably had the legal aspects of every 
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situation well thought out belore anyone else, and made a lot of otherwise 
routine meetings real interesting, He usally hed everyone else confused 
‘with his “party of the first part, and party of the second part” talks 

In 1955 the Rowdens moved to the George Turnbull farm east of 
Hanna and until they moved to Hanna in 1964 they both worked ike 
they were homestoading again and built « very beustifel place with 
several thousand trees t0 live on as a memorial to their hard work 





‘They now reside in Hanna and are active members of the Pioneer 
Association. 


Their oldest son Robert married Jessie Stubbs and farms south of 
Hanna. He was 1 conscientious leader of the Hanna 4+H Beef Club for 
several years. They have two children: a son, Lary, and a daughter, 
Terry, also one granddaughter; Pat married Shirley Beck and he nos 
works ina garage in Calgary after several years opersting & garage on 
the east end of Hanna, They have two daughters and one’ son, 











MR. AND MRS. ED GALL 


Fa Gall came with his parents from North Dakots to Stettler the 
spring of 1909 by sain, and from there they hauled their effects aut to 
the Hand Hills by wagon. Ed remembers one of their wagons upsetting 
in the turtleback country north of Delia, and he and some of the other 
boys picking up bolts and other small articles out of the deep fissures 
in the soll that the men coald not get their arms into 











After geting his schooling at the Bull Pound School and helping bis 
father for several yours, Fd settled on bis own farm west of Hand Hille 
Lake School. Sam Myers, a cousin, and he batched until 1932 when Fa 
married Mary Bader of Estonia, Saskatchewan, He had met her at a 
confirmation class several years previous and Ed always spoke highly 

these gatherings from then on. Despite hard times and drought the future 
appeared bright, end good times were enjoyed in spite of the hard times. 
Mrs. Gust Rust mentions returning from a five hundred card. party. at 
Fa and Mary’s home. She was surprised to see that daylight was breaking 
as they drove their sleigh homeward 











A double row of evergreens which were planted to the northwest of 
their buildings are a fine stately landmark today 


In 1937 Ed bought the first rubber tired tractor in this district, « 
Model D Case for nine hundred and seventy-two dollars, The tractor still 
operated well when he sold out in 1955, parily due to Ed's careful 





‘One cold January evening, Ba was celled upon to take an expectant 
mother 10 meet Roy's taxi at Alec Pfahl's gate by team and cutter, as 
the roads were impassable for cars to that point. Fa did not spare the 
horses ut the baby was born in the taxi nd died on the way to Hanna 
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Ed was @ faithful member of the local school board for many years 
and Mary was ¢ member of the local United Church Ladies’ Aid. They 
hhave four children: Joyce, the eldest, married Max Timms and they now 
live ia Edmonton with their four daughters; Harvey married Gay Sherrow, 
They have one daughter and live at Weyburn, Saskatchewan; Bemice 
tmarved Jim Bochinsky, # one time Hanna Homet hockey player, They 
live at Edmonton with their three daughters; Norman has not been hooked 
as yet and is working at Slave Lake 





Fd and Mary moved to Hanna in 1955 where they have made their 
home ever since. 





MR. AND Mf 


Charlie Karg arrived in Calgary in 1912 where he worked in the 
Calgary Brewery until 1917, He then moved to the Hand Hills where 
he purchased Hudson Bay land 10 miles cast of the Hand Hills Lake 
School, In 1919 he married Martha Faechner and in @ few years had 
built up one of the neatest fermsteads in the country. In 140 he and 
Dave arg soquired a threshing machine and proceeded to do their own 
threshing without hiring any help. Charlie, Victor and Henry each hauled 
bundles and the two girls Hilde and Freda loaded the fourth rack with 
bundles, Dave looked alter the outfit and also spike pitched much of the 





left pt iy and tre, Over Rowden, two ehiren, Robert and Pa, two 
‘thr tnd Mes. Ed Gall, 25th wedding anniversary—1957. 
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In 1948, Charlie and Mrs. Karg moved to Hanna where they buil 
‘house on Fourth Avenue and continue to have an exceptionally mea 
home 





‘Their oldest daughtor Freda marred Joe Mertin end thelr youngest 
Aeughter Lavra married Otto Pehl, They both live north of Hanna with 
their families 








Henry, the only boy in the family, married Alme Doering in 1947 
and they took over the farm in 1948 where they remain today. Henry 
remembers the school days at Hand Hills Lake School; at reees one spring 
ay while the boys were running across rubbery ice on one of the sloughs, 
Walter Sieppert managed to lose one of his rubbers on a eake of ice in 
the centre of a falny deep slough. With no solid fee between it and shore 
a wading job in shorts rescued the rubber, 





Henry and Alme’s children are: Wesley, working with a selsmograph 
crew; Miles and Clayton attending school snd staunch 4-Hl members in 
the Hanna Beef Club, 


MR. AND MRS. JAMES MALCOLM 


Mr. James Maloolm sas bor in Kerriemuir, Scotland, one of thirteen 
children. His wile was born in a town nearby, He served ina Highland 
Regiment during the First World War and he and his wile and wee 
daughter Violet came to Calgery in 1919, 

In 1920 the Malcolm family and the Bannerman family moved t0 


the Hand Hills from Calgary and took adjoining quarters of land under 
the Soldier Setdlement Board 





Mr, Sandy Bannerman and his wife stayed until 1925 when they: 
returned 10 Calgary. 
Mr. and Mrs, Maloolm stayed in the Hand Hills distelet until 1928 


and Violet and Isabel took some of their schooling st Hand Hills Lake 
School 





For several yenrs they lived on the Murdock place In the summer 
and stayed on their own place just ¢ mile from the school in the winter 
Violet sull remembers the awesome ride to school on a big blue roan 
horse in the summer when she was six years old. Mc. Malcolm hod built 
steps at both of the gates so she could climb on after opening them, but 
the horse liked to run and she had trouble keeping him from «gallop. 


Mr. and Mrs, Malcolm were both exceptionally fine dancers, and 
demonstrated an impromptu Highland fling at a Club House dance in 
1927. "The applause. was deafening. Mr, Malcolm loved to sing Harry 
Lauder songs. When he end Mr. Bannerman came home from. Hanne 
fon a Saturday night, they both announced their arrival with “There's a 
Wee Hoose on a Hillside”, and "Keep Right On To The End of the Road” 
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“The winter of 1925 Mrs. Malcolm, Violet and Isabel spent six months 
in Scotland with relatives. Mr, Maleolm was a poor bachelor and spent 
many days with Jock Feirweather who had a better knack of the culinary 
lire Violet remembers her father’s pancake batter hed whiskers on It 
‘when they arrived back from Scotland 





In 1928 Maleolms moved to a farm Jost east of Red Rose School where 
they lived until 1956, They moved to Richdale where they lived until 
their deaths. Mrs. Malcolm died in [958 and Mr. Meleolm tn 1961. Their 
children were: Mis, Charlie Knavft (Viole); Mrs. Syd Black (Isabel); 
fnd Jim who is presently living in Hanna, 








Firat picure: Me and Mrs im Malcolm-1992. Second picture: Norman Uvingson 
Eig Eistence bon. Phare taken in 1920. Third pcre” Me. and Mrs Jobn 
Prevon= 1939, 





MR. AND MRS. ADAM (BOB) FERRIS. 


In 1921 Adem Ferris, « returned war veteran, moved to a soldier 
seulement farm south of Hand Hills Lake School, He used walking 
plow and four horses to break one hundred and fity acres of sod, end 
pat up a small barn and house that was to serve asa shelter for twenty-one 
yenrs. He had a set of veterinary tools and was ealled out many times to 
actor sick horses and eatle In the dstlet 








Bob married Hozel Livingston, A statue of her grandfather, Sam 
Livingston, stands in the Horseman’s Hall of Fame, Calgary, asthe earliest 
settler of the Calgary district, about 1870, Haze’s mother, Mrs. Livingston, 
fand two brothers Slim and Norman spent several years on the farm also 
They have since passed away 





In 1942 the Ferris femily moved to Hanna where they have resided 
ever since, Bob passed away In 1965, Hazel is living in Hanna sill with 
the youngest daughter Darlene. 





486 




















Hazel and Bob had fourteen children: two of them died Frank as 
‘and the oldest son, Dick, while working on en oil rig south of 








The living children are May, Laura, Bil, Doreen, Cliford, Merville, 
Carole, Robert, Glenda, Norman, Albert, and Derlene. There sre also 
twenty-four grandchildren, 





MR. AND MRS, JOHN PRESTON 

Mr. and Mrs, John Preston left Wild Boarelough in Cheshire, Eng: 
land, in 1926 with sb of their nine children. Bob, a married son, was 
accompanied by his wife Catherine and wee son Bill. They setled on the 
Harry Shoults homesteed and Bob Preston took up residence on a farm 
hal « mile west of the school 








Sally and Joe immediately started classes at the Hand Hills Lake 
School and Joe proceeded to show us older Canadians just how tricky 
the game of soceer could be, We had not taken the game 100 seriously 
before he came, but after watching him dribble the ball downfield between 
his feet as if it had a string on it, we were soon all practising in earnest. 





Like many English people coming to Canada the family soon reelized 
‘quarter section in this part of Alberta would hardly provide 2 good 
living for a family so in 1934 they moved to Contre Point and later to 
Richdale where they lived for many years, Later they moved to Hanna 
and Calgary 


In 1959 Mr, and Mrs, Preston celebrated their sxtleth wedding anni- 


versary. Mr. Preston passed away In August of 1959 and Mrs. Preston 
dled fn 1962 


‘Their living children ore Mrs. Madge Lenfesty of Craigmyles Mrs 
Ruth Fairweather, and Mrs, Serah Olmstead of Hanna; Joe of Richdale: 
Fred and Jack in Vietorla; and also three still in England 








Bob and Catherine Preston continued to farm their land and Bob 
helped to support an ever growing Iemily by working. in the underground 
mines operated by Morse and Bordula, They planted a fine shelter belt 
that has really thrived. In 1943 they moved to Stenmore where they 
farmed until recently moving to Craigmyle, where Bob died in_ 1968 
Eleven of their children survive. They are: William of Terrace, British 
Columbia; George, Calgary: Fred, Craigmyle; Joho, Drumheller; Robert 
of Brooks; Joseph of Richdsle; Mrs. Madge Cuddle, Henna; Mrs. Catherine 
‘Thuroo, Stanmore; Mrs. Ruth Knauft and Mrs, Ada Jones, Hanna; end 
Mrs, Ida Schissler of ‘Valleyview 











MR. AND MRS, BILL METZGER 


Me. and Mrs. Bill Metzger end family settled on the Harry Shoults 
farm in 1927, Several of the older children attended schoo! at the Hand 
Hills Lake School. Leonaed Harrison remembers a large black horse that 
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George Metager rode, He made it perform every morning when he arrived 
at school. ‘The horse would stand on his hind feet snd paw the alr, 
fearing the smaller fry 





The depression and poor erope forced the family to move to the 
Drumheller distriet in 1935, later they moved to Wimborne and then 10 
the Pine Lake district 


In 1954 Mr and Mes, Metzger retired to Tnnisfatl where Mr, Metzger 
pessed away in 1961. Mrs. Metzger is e resident of the Avtuma Glen 
Lodge at Innisfail 


George, his wife Olive, and five children live at Innisfall; as does 
Walter, his wife Margaret, and thelr seven children; Gidelon, his wife 
and two children, live at Penhold; Leah marsied James Hawick and they 
hhave three children, They make their home at Penhold: Leura with her 
husband, Robert Phillips and two children live at Red Deer; Lawrence 
works on a farm near Innisfail; Alfred, his wife Caroline, and two children 
feside at Innisfail; Leo had a serious accident in 1959 and he makes his 
home with Alfred and family 











FRED SHREIBER AND OSCAR HANSON 


Fred Shreiber and Oscar Hanson came from Gnadenfeld, Bessarabia, 
and were among the first immigrants to Canada from central Enropean 
‘countries, due to an improved immigration policy. Oscar received men 

in the Hanna Herald as the fist of the immigrants to come to the Hanna 
area when he arrived on April 2, 1927, Fred Sheelber eame two weeks later 











‘They spent two years working for John Gall and Dan Siewert and 
then in 1929 Fred Shreiber rented the place homesteaded by Goorge 
Harding in 1910 and spent several years farming on his own. Oscar spe 
‘one winter with Fred and then took off for Hanna where he has since 
became Hanna's Number One barber. He saw hie first stampede in 1928 
snd was really impressed with the riding of Pete Knight who was then 
reigning champion, 








Fred Shrelber was unlucky fn that he was staring to. farm when 
Arought and depression put a tough squeeze on everyone. In 1934 he end 
Fred Nichlaus got a government freight ear and had their goods shipped 
lup to Athabasca where they spent the rest of their lives hacking « living 
fut of the bush country. Fred Shreiber married and had six sons. He died 
in the 1950s, 








¥ SHOULTS AND HENRY SHOULTS 

‘They were two of Chester Shoults' boys and Billy homesteaded a 
quarter jost east of the north end of the lake. He started a blackamith shop 
‘there he looked afterall the meade of the hamesteadery acting wagon 
tires, shoeing, horses and making repales on almost anything imaginable. 
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Bill's shop was a sort of community eentre where people came from far 
and near for repair jobs, and they would swep yarns while waiting for 
him to do the work 


A bachelor, Billy served for many years as soretary of the Hand Hill 
Lake School and also ar secretary of ihe Hand Fills Club. His penmen- 
ship was extraordinarily neat, and precise, much like his work in the shop. 
He died of a brain tumor in 1935. 


Billy's brother, Henry, was married in Calgary in 1935 to Irene 
Robinson and in 1937 they bought Bill's farm and moved to the Hand 
Hills Henry took to blacksmithing like a duck to water and once more there 
was a place the neighbors could get a quick job done without going all, 
the way to town. Both Billy and Henry treated thelr customers Tike 
neighbors and never relly charged what a job was worth 

Henry died in September of 1952 of a stroke, and with his death the 
community blacksmith shop died also, Their son Dick is married and 
Tiving in Calgary. Henry's twin brother, Howard, owns a radio repeir 
shop on north Centre Street in Calgary 








Irene later married Myers Fransden and they operate © bowling anc 
billiard hall n the town of Hanna 





Left pietre: Henry Shouts with 1924 roadster, Right peur: Oscar Murdock 


MR. AND MRS. OSCAR MURDOCK 

‘Oscar Murdock was born in Hespeler, Ontario, and came west around 
1910. He operated a livery stable in Michichi from 1918 to 1920. At that 
time Me. end Mrs. Mordock came to the Hand Hills district and settled 
fon the Lome Silvethom farm. He was a very ardent horsemen and 
fttended many race meets with « harness horse ealled Birdie Mac, 

He was always ready to trade, buy or sell horses, and had many fine 
tnimals on the ferm. A half shetland that their son Wallace rode to 
Hand Hills Lake School was the envy of the other children 
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In 1923 the Murdock family moved back to Michicht where Oscar 
took up the trade of auctioneer which he plied along with other activities 
till his death in 1054. ‘The funeral was f0 be on April first, but rumor 
has it he conjured up a terrible storm and was burled April second thus 
avoiding April Fool's Day. 

After Oscar's death Mrs, Murdock lived with her son, Wallace, is 
wife and two children on their farm one mile north of Michichi 








She kept her age a secret all her life and her son discovered upon 
hher death in 1950 that she was eighty-nine years old instead of sbout 
seventy-nine as they hed thought 


MR. AND MRS. JOCK FAIRWEATHER 


JOCK FAIRWEATHER was « Scottish immigrant who came 10 
Manitoba in 1912 end after serving with distinction in the Fitieth Betta. 
lion in World War I came west to Alberta in 1920 and settled on land 
formerly owned by William Shoults on the east side of Hand Hills Lake. 


He tralled horses several trips betwoen Hand His Lake and Michichi 
for Osear Murdock the first years he was here; and maneged to sur 
hut froze everything except his Scotch accent 


He bought his first Model T Ford in 1925 when the erop turned 
‘out well and always laughed about his frst wip 9 Hanna. As he passed 
Bill Robbins farm he spoke to Bll at the gate and asked if he wished a 
ride to town, then drove on without an answer as he couldn't figure out 
hhow 10 get the car stopped. 











He married Ruth Preston in 1926 and they lad four children. fim 
fs married, has two sons and lives on a farm in. Saskatchewan; Ruth 
married Ed Mohl and with their seven children live in Drumheller; Cala 
‘married Jim Robbs of Hanna and they have three children; Jean, hee 
husband Esrl Hanson and son live st Vaushall 








Jock donned che uniform once again dating the Second World War, 
when he enlisted in the Veteran Home Guard and served in the Medicine 
Hiat area in a prisoner of war camp, 

Mr, and Mri Fairweather retired to Hanna in 1956, Jock dled in 
1964 at the age of seventy-eight years. Mrs. Fairweather stil resides in 
Hanna 


(CHARLIE SHOULTS 


Charlie Shoults, who was one of the Ches Shoults' children, settled 
‘on the Baker homestead soon after his return from overseas where he 
fought in the Fit World War, 





He was a very capable musician and played for many dances at the 
(Club House. Mr. Fred Koller played the actontian and Charlie the piano, 
Doth with exceptional gusto, Lean remember watching them with fascina- 


490 











tion. The orchestra performed in the centre of the hall and the couples 
danced around it, Fred Koller stomped his one foot all evening to keep 
the beat, raising it atleast eight inches from the floor and coming down 
ach time with « loud bang and pulled and pushed the accordian with 
sey abendon, Charlie, on the piano, was equally as vigorous and played 
ft real carefree type of music, He always signified the end of a dance by 
hitting all the keys that he could reach with his two forearms and hand, 


His small house burned down about 1922 or 1923 and Charlie moved 
to Calgary where he lived for many years. 


Hand Hille Lake Schoo! about 1922: Rost 
Ditchticide with them, Slepperts wih. whi 





MR. AND MRS. ED BELL 
sy Oscar Rowoi 

located near the Bd Bell ranch and would like to record some high: 
lights of my association with my good neighbor 





Ed's homestead was a popular place to gather for recreation in the 
carly days, which consisted of riding. horses and cattle, racing, roping, 
boxing, baseball, blackjack, poker and other games. 








‘Many times when discussing the abilities of Individuals, we coulda’t 
agree, so bets were made and contests held. Risks were taken in many 
things, but [ can't remember enyone geting seriously injured. They were 
a buinch of good fellows who took in at least some of the exercises men: 
tioned. Some of them were: Ed Bell, Day Lenfesty, Dick Soles, Pete Knight, 
Miles and Alf Clerk, John Paxman, Ferg James, Ea Gactz, George Morse, 
Ken, Paul and Newte Hartt, Duncan Campbell, Dick Cosgrave, Joe Winters, 
Clyde and Bob Frakes, Charlie McFarland, Jim, Dick and Hal D'arcy, 
Archie and Norman McRae, Walter Downs, Bird and John Howe, Les 
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Flett, Scizzor Bill Robins, Happy DuBois, Walter Peake, Bob McCullough, 
Frank Sharp, Bill end Fred Vowell, George Estept, ‘Tom Lauder, Bill 
Sharkey, Bill Frakes, Sherwood Benedict and many others. 


Fd worked as e cowboy and horse trainer at an early age. He helped 
J. J. Miller in testing and selecting the stock for the first shows held at 
the Miller rench for Red Gross benefit, 1 witnessed a ride made by Ed 
in the saddle brone event at Mille’ ranch in 1918. He was given second 
money for his efforts against very strong competition, Prior to this he 
had won first. at Chinook and Parr inthe saddle brone contests, He 
‘competed in relay reces, winning many prizes in this event aver the years 
at Hand Hills, Delia, Stet, Hanna and others, 1 doubt if there is 
‘another cowboy who has covered as much of the Big Country in the 
saddle as Ed Bell. He trailed horses from the foothills into Saskatchewan, 
assisted in the eattle round-ups between the Bow and the Red Deer Rivers 
in 1918; also rode in the big horse round-up south of the Bow River in 
1919. When the changes were being made from driving horses to cars, 
and draft horses to tractor power; Fa bought and shipped hundreds of 
hhorses from this area. Due to his experience and because he owned well 
trained saddle horses he served as a valuable pick-up man at many shows 
cover the years 








One of Ed’s saddle horses was e beautiful litle bay, perfeetly built 
for riding, I was allowed t0 use him once as a cutting horse and he proved 
to be the most sensible and willing horse I ever rode; and I have ridden 
many good ones since coming to Alberta in 1007. Dusty was a good 
serviceable horse until he reached the age of twenty-seven years when 
Fd retired him. He died at the age of thirty-two in 1945 


Fl used to break horses for neighbors as well as his own stock, any 
hhorses halter broken by Fa could be depended upon, Saddle horses stood 
stil to be mounted and hamess horses never tured out to be belky 
when he finished with them. Spurs, qurts and whips were not used unless 
absolutely necessary. 


After the coming of ars, Miss Faye Robinson, an attractive and 
popular local girl, and Ba were married. Over the succeeding years they 
have built up a herd of Hereford cattle which is a eredit to any ranch, 
and Faye's interest in the herd is such that she knows every animal by 
its name, ancestors or both. Ea has served as 2 very active director member 
of the Western Stock Growers Astociation for ten years. They are still 
living on their original homestead and feiends and neighbors when visting 
them sull get the same warm welcome that typified the early pioneers, 


MR. AND MRS. SAM RUST 

Mr. and Mrs, Som Rust end three small children came over ftom 
Russia to Canada in 1910. Gustave can remember watching water rol 
by the ship as they crossed the ocean in a liner when he was three years 
old. He next remembers sleeping in an overturned wagon box with his 
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older brother, Dave, and sister, Tillie, for sometime until bis dad and 
nother were’ able to get their sod house completed on the northwest 
‘Quarter of Section 23-29-15, Their first sod shack was built on a high 
point of land where they could sce some thirty miles in several directions 
FR more permanent house was put up farther south on lower ground 
somerime later 








“Their first wells were dug on ant hills as this was supposed to indicate 
shallow water, but they watered their cattle for some time at a spring 
fne-half mile north owned by Mr. LeRiche. 


Mr, Rust plowed land for « Mr, Ethier with four horses and a walking 
plow to extn a litle money, but when the Weiderricks bought @ steam 
Engine in 1912 he got them to break quite @ few acres for him, Gust 
oxalls the steamer getting stuck at a slough’s edge and having to haul 
twenty-four londs of rocks into the slough to finally extricate the machine. 
Some fifty years later, the Colony boys were amazed at the number of 
rocks there were In that one small slough they were trying to farm, 


In the winter of 1912 the big steam outfit of Weiderrich was stack 
dhveshing on the Rest farm, a high swind was blowing and the stacks 
{aught fire feom the stoker of the engine. Nine men were unable to quell 
the flames but managed to get the separator pulled to safety, about one 
‘thousand bushels of wheat were burned in the stack 

Mrs. Rust died in 1922 and two children Alex and Elsie died in 1923. 
One other daughter, Olga, died before the family emigrated to Cansda, 
‘The two Rust children, Alex and Elsie, and three neighbor children rest 
in small grave on the Rust farm. 





Im 1927 Mr. Rust made a trip to Rumania and came back with « 
bride and a mother for his children. They farmed unt 1998 when they 
moved to Hanna and later to Osoyoos, British Columbia. ‘They then 
moved to Chilliwack where he died in 1959 and Mrs. Rust died in, 1962. 
‘Two of their children, Otto and Wilmert, live In New Westminster, British 
Columbia 


‘The oldest daughter, Tillie, married George Morse and they live in 
Drumheller where George operates a radio and TV shop. Their children 
Jean, George, Leonerd, and Marie all live in Drumheller, A son Ralph 
is deceased Deve martied Helen Siewert. He passed away in 1950. His 
daughter, Ruby Stepper, lives north of Hanna and his son Richard lives 
In Brooks; Gust married Dorothy Engel and they still live on the farm 

inslly formed by Gottiried Haase, They have two children, Mrs 

“rgaret Glubrecht in Calgary and Ernest living with his wife and wee 
won on an adjoining ferm. 

















Dave and Gust at one time were the battery for the local baseball 
team and also played for many dances in the 1920s end 1930s along with 
John, Dave and Helen Gaetz. [remember Dave Rust doing the most 
Embittous Chaelesion T ever saw anyone perform over at the Club around 
1930. 
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Lydia married August Schmidt, They have three children, Anne 
Sieppert lives in Hanna, Clarence in Edmonton and Doreen Batter at 
Creston, British Columbia. For several years they rented Mr. Rust’s farm 
and Anne made her first trip t the Hand Hills Lake School on & big 
White horse that travelled three long miles at a very deliberate walk 
Anne looked small and scared up there but managed the trip each da 





Bertha married August Martin and they farmed the home place wher 
Sam Rust went to Hanna, In 1945 they left for Osoyoos, British Columbi 
where August was killed when « tractor they were loading onto a truc 
slipped and fell on him. Their children are Ralph at Prince George, British 
Columbia; Marjorie in Ontario and Sylvia in Vencouver. Bertha later 
married Ed Vargov and they operate a fine fralt ferm in. Osoyoos con. 
centrating on grapes, of which they have many varieties, They have twin 
daughters. 









Caroline married Ivan Fano and they have three children: Bernice, 
Maxine and Stanley who excelled at wack events and basketball when 
they attended the Hanna School 


MR. GOTTLIEB SIEWERT 


Mr. Gottlich Siewert came from the States to the Mayton district 
in 1910. After a short stay there he helped his mother build some shelters 
‘on a homestead near Morrin, He also proved up on a homestead of his 
‘own in the Hand Hills, on land where Mr. end Mrs. Melvin  Plabl 
now live. 





Around 1916 he married Rosie Piahl and for some time lived the 
ood life of the esrly settlers, lots of work and mo time to get into mischiet 
‘He injured himself when his cinch broke after roping a ball and sometime 
later developed a flu and died around 1918 or 1919 during the flu epidemic. 
His wife later married Mr. Keller and is at present living in Calgary. 











There are many early pioneers of the district shout whoti we have 
very little information, 0 the following stories ate far from complete 


‘TED AND CLEM GARDINER spent at least one winter in the Hand 
Hills wintering cattle, and lost nearly all thelr herd in the herd. winter 


of 1006-1907. There is « statue of Clem Gardiner in the Horseman's Hall 
(of Fame in Calgary. 











RALPH BENEDICT came to the Hand Hills in 1909 with his Uncle 
Sherwood and took up a homestead and pre-emption on land later farmed 
by Bob Ferris. He worked for his uncle while proving up his homestead 
and then moved to Olds. Later he moved to Washington and finally to 
Ontario. 


GEORGE HARDING homesteaded around 1910 and married Liz 
Johnson. Two of thelr three children, Maize, Vickie and ‘Tom attended 
school at Hand Hills Lake School. They had‘ sinall herd of cattle built 











up by 1922 and Mr. Harding advertised in the Hand Hills Stampede 
booklet that theirs was “The home of the litle black bull”. 

In the summer of 1927 they moved to the Grand Prairie area where 
they farmed for several years, Some time later George passed away 


MR. FRED BAKER came to the Hand Hills from Killarney, Manitoba 
with the Ches Shoults family and setled on the south half. of section 
thirty-two, Little did he realize that some forty-five years later there 
‘would be Hutterian families move on to his old homestead. He served 
jn the First World War and on his return cooked at a restaurant in 
Hanna, He later moved to Yak, British Columbia, where he raised racing 
dogs. He is now deceased, 


















MR, WILLIAM SHOULTS also came from Killarney with the Ches 
Shoults family and homesteaded land later owned by Jock Fairweather 
Aiter several years spent on road construction and building irrigation ditches 
at Langdon, Mr. Shoults or Grank as he was affectionately called by his 
{granchildren, made his home with his son Harry and his family. He lived 
there for six years and always received a Christmas present from his old 
friend R. B, Bennett. His granddaughter Bonna remembers pulling his 
whiskers for sport, and then running to avoid his wrath. He passed away 
in May of 1919. 


ROY SHOULTS, a brother to Harry, homestesded the southwest 
quarter of section twenty and worked with his brother Harry for some 
years in the road conztrvetlon business, He served in the First World War 
ind stayed on his homestead for a very short time. For several years the 
children, Walter (Red), Vera, Harold and Don attended classes at Hand 
Hills Lake School. Don died a few years ago at Hanna. 











Mr. and Mrs, Ernest Thornton stayed with Mrs, Shoults while Roy 
was away and established the first hothouse ever built in the community 
Although « shortage of coal in May, the first your killed many plants, 
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Mr. Thornton (Cocky) persevered and sold vegetables In Hanna and 
disteiet, Both families moved away and their present location is unknown, 


FRED SHOULTS, a brother of Ches Shoults, wes a tailor by trade 
and at one time had a machine business in McGregor, Manitoba. He 
fame to the Hand Hills and homestesded the land later farmed for many 
years by Bob Preston, He stayed here for a very few years, 


MR. AND MRS. FRANK STARK homesteaded the land where the 
Hand Hills Lake School was built. Frank was one of the early. school 
board members and their two sons Albert and Earl attended sc 
1916, At this time it is believed the family moved away 


PADDY McKINNON and ARTHUR BENTLEY were early settlers 
fon the Tom Devine and Dave Wise farms who failed to stay the required 
three years end make the necessary improvements for & homestead. 














‘THE HUTTERIAN BRETHREN 


The Hutterian Brethren from MeMillan Colony at High River pur: 
chased some twenty sections of land in this general area in the fall of 
1954 and have since enlarged thelr holdings to approximately twenty 
four sections 


A work crew of ten to thiny men and four girls who did the cooking 
for them, proceeded to erect in very fast ime some fifteen large buildings 
By 1957 the colony divided with their parent colony and some eighty 
three persons were calling this their new home. Mr, Sam Kleinsaser, 
as their minister, is the chief hoss of the colony; and Jake Wipt St. is the 
Financial boss. Eli Wipf, as second minister, is in charge of the colony. 
when Sam Kleinsasser is away and as the chief electrician and repairman, 
hhas always been a very busy man, At present Amos Wipf is taking over 
the work tn the repalr shop and giving Eli a few moments for relaxation 

















The children attend school in a building owned by the colony, and 
used as a church for serviees in the evenings and on Sunday. They go 
to German school in the moming for one hour ftom elght to nine and 
Jn the evenings for one hour from three-thirty to four-thirty, Paul Wipt 
has been thele German teacher from the beginning 





The regular teachers have been as follows: Mrs, Ada Benedict 
(supervisor), Mrs. Rilla Mohl, Mrs. L, Belle Matlock, Mrs, Helen Lind- 
say, Mrs. Evelyn Dieter and George Spenser 


‘There are now about one hundred and eleven people in the colony 
‘including children. They have raised some excellent crops since coming 
besides having an outstanding hog enterprise, twelve hundred sheep, daity 
and beef cattle, a market garden, bees, several thousand chickens and 
ducks. In early years the colonies tended to be almost self sufficient 
making all their own clothes, food and tools but gradually they are 
depending more on machines to do the heavy work, and they are finding 
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that in spite of growing tremendous crops they 
more leisure time, Who knows maybe someday a Hu 
will be a contender in the Highway Nine League. 





e beginning 10 have 
trian hockey team 





ROADS AND TELEPHONES 





Road work on road nenh of Hand Hi 
Royd Silverthorn, and foreman Lorne 


Lake Sch 
iverthor 





During the diety 1980s many neighbors were forced to leave the area 
for Peace River and other parts, The ones who stayed tried to work off 
some of their taxes and relief by doing roadwork in the fall with a four 
hhorse team, It was usual to have one four-horse outfit on a plow so 
loosen the dirt in the ditches and four or five men with other four-horse 
‘outfits on fresnoes to haul the dirt onto the road. I can well remember 
the rocky hill known as Maleolm’s corner; Shorty Murray the road boss, 
tnd several of us hauling dirt down the rocky hill to a washout at the 
bottom. Unless the handle was held up with considerable pressure the 
dirt and gravel would all_dribble out before we got to the bottom and 
dumping the fresno would be almost unnecessary. Mr, W. Pfahl was 
fanother of the early road foremen in this district. It wes his job to tell 
the boys with the fresnoes where to dump the load, and generally manage 
the building of the grades through the sloughs. The early grades across 
sloughs were barely ‘wide enough for one outfit and when they were 
finished it wes for one way trallic only 











In February, 1950, the farmers of the area decided to form a road 
improvement association, The heavy snowlall in the spring of 1948, when 
all but the main rosds were closed for motor vehicles from February 
fifteenth until May, gave the impetus and on Februery tenth they held 
their first meeting at Ronald Fano’s farm. Oscar Rowden was the first 
seeretary-treasurer. Oscar and Ronald had previously solicited some three 
hhundred and seventy-five dollars from businessmen in Hanna to help buy 
i snow plow. The first one purchased was a Berger and was pulled behind 
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4 tractor. It proved unsatisfactory so was promptly retumed, A Richardson 
front mounted plow was then ordered and this one is still used in the 
community. Fddie Faechner was the first operator at three dollars and 

yy cents per hour. Later Oscar Graumann ran the plow for several yeers, 
In February, 1956, Oscer was plowing in the Finnegan area for over & 
week, staying wherever the plow happened to arrive at night. He saw 
1no good reason to come back as there was lots of blowing to do there. 
The people in this area joked that he was down at the river fishing, Osear, 
1 believe, realy enjoyed the holiday, visiting at homes he had not seen 











hhas been the operator ever since Oscar Graumann’s death, 
and has done an excellent job. He prefers to give the best service possible 
to everyone, and not worry very much about how many hours of work 
hae puts in 


‘The Special Area has been plowing snow in this area for three years 
now and will eventually have a monopoly on the snow removal 





This school district did without phone services entiely until about 
1939 when a group known as the Little Six who jointly owned « lease on 
the Bull Pound decided to establish barb wire service. Alter a very few 
Yeats it was decided that they would enlarge the group and join on to 
the government telephone line; so in 1944 some old posts, wire and insula 
tors from unused lines north of Sunnynook and south of Youngstown 
were bought. Two gas barrels were welded together and partly’ filled 
with creosote on the Grant Yoder farm, A fire was built around the 
barrels to heat the creosote, and then with the aid of a farmhand the old 
telephone poles were dipped for a few sooonds in the hot mixture, Most 
everyone who worked near the hot ereosote had burns on their faces 
the next day, but all recover 











sd and the posts were improved greatly 
By December, 1944, the Hand Hills Lake Telephone Company Limited 
was formed with ‘twenty shares at one hundred and thirty dollars each 
and twenty-five miles of pole line built to Hanna Grant Yoder end Don 
Benedict were the first president and sceretary. An advertisement in the 
Free Press Weekly asking for used telephones elicited the following letters 
from a Saskatchewan resident: 





Garvivz, Saskatchewan 
February IT, 1944 

Dear Sir 

Thave found in the paper that you want a telephone box, T got the 
box you are asking for. My hox is just like new, the name of these boxes 
|s Northern elecrice. So if you want to buy T want thirty dollary eash 
she is just like new and the kind you want. Sa please let me know 8s 
fast as you can I will shipped you the box because T dont need. es soon 
as I will get the money 





Second letter, after a letter was sent by our telephone company 
offering twenty dollars for this unit, 
























Dear Sir, 

T have received your letler and you are offering me twenty dollars 
ese hox got 2 button of a side and its got a five rings generator and all 
the numbers but [ am not going t sell at twenty dollars if you want these 
box then send me twenty-two dollars cash and I will shipped you the box 
these box is in geod shape, this name of these box is northern eletricest 
Soil you wish to buy then send the money as fast as you can. 





We bought the set and it was exactly es he had described. Our 
almost totally second hand phone line worked quite well and most of our 
treated posts are stil in the ground. 





Other secretaries, presidents and vice-presidents of the compeny up 
to the present time were Albert Pfahl, Connie Dieter, Ed Gall, Oscar 
Rowden, Herb Siewert, Wilbert Piahl, Henry Karg and Lester, Pfahl 
‘Trouble shooters have been Ed Gall, Wilbert Pfabl, Melvin Pfahl and 
Ivan Pahl 








RURAL MAIL DELIVERY 


Sometime during the 1930s the government decided to deliver mail 
to this aree and the first mailman 10 get the contract was Bill Owens. 
He was required to deliver the mail twice weekly on Route Four which 
went over some very difficult roads and was some thirty-six miles in 
Tength, 








In the summer months Bill used his 1927 Chevrolet that made the 
trip twice weekly over the dirt roads. The brakes were frequently worn 
bout and the stops at the mailboxes were made by slipping the car into 
reverse and sliding the clutch, When the snow got too deep their black 
team was hooked onto thelr covered-in sleigh and the trip took another 
four oF live hours to negotiate, Despite severe weather conditions the mail 
‘came through. Every family waited eagerly for the mail to come and all 
in all we felt like civiliztion was sneaking up on us. 








Bill Owens Jr, drove the route many times and in nice weather took 
sisters or gist friends along for the ride. 








The next mailman was Ford Sullivan. He and his wife Margret 
took turns driving the route, and managed to get through the roads in 
the winter without using horses although Ford spent many hours shoveling, 
out the half ton when It didn't quite reach the end of » long drift 








Mr. Art Pincombe was the next man on Route Four. He started 
Parr Route Three in 1945, and later the two were joined. Recently the 
route has been extended to Finnegan and Art was gf 
miles to deliver the mail 

to Spondin twice 0 wock 





Mondays and ‘Thursdays, besides his trips 
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Art was never in @ hurry and enjoyed nothing better then @ chat 
with whoever he met st the mailbox. He hauled cream and always ate 
his noon meals at Martha Doering’s farm home, Mr. Pincombe’s recent 
death was a blow to his many mail route fiends, Bill Owens end Ford 
Sullivan have also passed away. Mr. Mulgrove of Spondin is now making 
the trip twice weekly. 


| REMEMBER 
because they gt too much sand in 





je stomachs, and horse 9 





The razr strap that hung ber 
stoning we Bonen” aor The deg me hat held shaving 
‘SSsnand the bounteave lather he could whip out of the cop. remember Yoo, 
eTuick of slum he kept forthe few times when he cut himself ‘while shaving. 








doh ee 


The rezer strap had another purpose which brings up some nobso-plosant 








ont 

‘move the things se gen, almost fvingly, but wh 
‘ase then neatly replaced and 

ihe Finan tank would ba laned gun: We tnaw ot Yo open 

mothers nesrores and memati 








tee 


The glamorous ong onderwesr and henry stockings worn by. gis in 
thote'daysr Ol the Waging’ and sitfing to Wry to get them Yo try umeoth, 40 





Woon it was fashionable 
ita ishy glamour pin onthe Tapa Gri 
Tey looked Mes chie™ 











2 
f 











ROCKY HILL ScHoOL pistRIcT NOseze | 





Haney 


aoe 
1 
Haze 


ew. ‘mes |s. le. 
lKowwece!eniee| rice (Geamnal 
p Hl 
eae a 

f ' 
Rev, | Mes 

Kowwexe! Beever! C.Gaaumnn 





1 
Skuse 
























































sip 1 
Evenson Fazcsunl | 


-4 








q te 























L L 


' 
Jason es a 




















as 

















501 




















: 
eh 
83 








CHAPTER XII 


FROM THE PINNACLE OF ROCKY HILL 
ay Payuus A. MeDowaro 

A\ prairie rock pile—symbol of loneliness, huddles beside a disintegrat- 
ing barbed wire fence, Symbol of death and sorrow it marks a lonely 
hilltop grave; symbol of protection, too, against Its invasion by wild 
animals; symbol of solidarity, in an’ old deserted rock-packed foundation 
all that remains of many a prairie home. How symbolic! How fitting, 
that this great terminal moraine deposited here in a erescentic dam by 
the departing glaciers of the Great lee Age should bear names slong, its 
ridges es meaningful as Rocky Hil 





Along. these ridges the rocks have ever been the bulfalo's comfort, 
the farmer’s eurse, the builder's source, and the rock picker’ glory. Rocks 
of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic classification can be chosen at 
random from almost any prairie rock pile. Their exteriors are generally 
uunimpressively smooth and rounded due to the pressure and fection 
suffered in thelr glacial transit, and often their true beauty is not revealed 
tuntil they are shattered and broken, Year by slow year the rocks work 
upward chrough the sub-soil and the sol, elsing inexorably to the surface 
by the interaction of heat end frost. Sometimes for years a rock will protrude, 
a danger and an eyesore to the landowner. In desperation he may dig 
around it, bulldoze it or dynamite it to release tis immeasurable tonnage 
from the soll holding it All varieties, shapes and sizes of rock may be 
found. ‘The Hand Hills moraine is reported as the only western Cana\ 
source of agate, a gem diligently sought by rock pickers. Like the diamond 
which ean only be cut by another diamond, these stones polish best by 
contact with each other. Lapidarists have proven that only as they rub 
and contact each other is the true beauty of the stones revealed 

















People, too, are like the rocks. From many countries they came, 
differing greatly in appearance, race and ereed. Around the “Rocky Hill” 
they scattered, influenced by the heat and fost of school and municipal 
affairs, and the local pressures which forced them to greater heights, But 
contact with each other changed them. The hard edges of animosity soft 
fened and smoothed, and they lived in relative harmony, banded together 
for comfort in a common cause. Sometimes, 100, one lay erushed or broken 
before his true beauty was revealed, while others hovered on the fringe 
of activties—much later to be recognized a8 great potential leaders, And 
as we Took back we realize that gems are often hidden only by a film, 
‘and so f00, many a gem was carclesdly ignored as it was consigned to 
the prairie rock pile 











A strange distrct—only ten miles from the thriving town of Henna, 

fiering almost unbelievable pangs of isolation and sub-development 
Many a road allowance here was never fenced and many a fenced one 
so Iittle used as to be non-existent. Only two roads erlsseross the entire 
area today and the east-west one Is in poor condition, 
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This, then, is our tribute to you the people with rock-hard will 
who pitted your strength against the unrelenting elements; who year 
after year assailed the hattlements and clambered at last to the pinnacle 
of the Rocky Hill. This is your story 








ROCKY HILL SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 3626 


All efforis have failed to unearth any secretarial records, or school 
registers connected therewith. The few statistical facts we relate were 
received in a brochure from the Department of Education. Rocky Hill 
School was established March 2, 1918, with F. G. Bushanan, Hanna, as 














Pupils at Rocky Hil Rebert Diotor, Hughie Gibson, 
Mary Moonch, Eileen Mosneh, Dorothy Gilson, Be 
Bett Ferber 





1 Gibron, Alvis Mosnch, 
joeneh, Guy Mocnch, Elza: 





' 








Pupils at Rocky Hill~Back row, lof to Hight; Helm 
Radke, "Mae Cooper, Erwin Diate, the teacher, Da 
Fy in Momo, ide" Ost, Wilfred ‘Moanch, Cl 
Daaye Mume 


‘Avina Moench, Tola 
we. Front row: Oreat 
‘Radke, Vitet Graumann, 
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official trustee, The committee petitioning for the establishment consisted 
fof William MePherson, Jacob Keasel and Daniel Siewert 


‘The following is a list of teachers who taught at Rocky Hill but no 
attempt has been made to arrange them chronologically, Miss Wilkinson, 
Miss Noreen Maynes, Mr. Jim Lavers, Miss Damsgard, Miss Marjorie 
Murphy, Miss Mary Hickey, Miss Lois McDonald, Miss Myra Hunter 
Miss Daisy Burrows, Desmond Olsen, Miss Smith, Miss Edith Reavly 
Miss Irene McCarthy, Miss Elizabeth Forbes, Mr. Cooper and Miss 
Mildred Dahl, We sincerely regret that this interesting facet of schoo! 
days in Rocky Hill are so incomplete 











‘The research for the Rocky Hill district has been done by Betty 
and Albert Moench with some assistance from Phyllis McDonald. For any 
‘missions or misrepresentations we are truly sorry and are sincerely grate 
ful for the confidence you have placed in us. 





CHRISTIAN OST AND FAMILY 
ny Citnsrian Ost 

My wife, Maria and I and five of our children; one son, Christian 
Je—eight, four doughters, Hulda—sie, Emma—four, Maris—two and Ber- 
tha—seven months old; left our familie, home and country, Bessarabia, 
Romania, on September wenty-seventh, 1927; to make a new home in, 
f strange new country called Canade.” We arrived in Hanna, Alberta 
fon October twenty-fourth, 1927. We were met at the station by Pastor 
Beach (minister of the Henna Lutheran Church) and some friends from 
four own country, who had arrived in Canada clther a few years or 
months before us, and who already had made or owned their own land 
here in Canada, They gave us shelter and jobs until we found land that 
‘we could afford to buy to make our new homes. We managed to do this 
in February of 1928 


My brother-in-law, Mr. Rosenau, and T pooled our money and 
ought a farm together, ten miles south of Hanna, now known as the 
Stubbs place in the Rocky Hill district. Our children, Christian Jr. and 
Hulda, attended the Rocky Hill School while we lived there. 














‘This was only a small farm, one-half seetion. As a result, in February, 
1028, T sold my share to my brother-in-law, Mr G. Rosenab, and rented 
another farm four miles north of Hanna, 





T bought four horses, cows, ete, but couldn't alford the machinery 
so I went working for friends and neighbors and used their machinery 
in return, T worked for Jacob Gartner, who owned ten quarters of land. 
T made six miles of fence for fourteen dollars. I did custom work, with 
four horses and a binder given 0 me, for thity cents an acre 

During the seven years we lived on this farm the depression hit. 
Also, my wile was quite ill, having to have several operations. We were 
blessed with two more children; one son, Oscar, and a deughter, Ida, 
bom in the Henna Hospital in 1984 and 1835, 
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1944. Confiemstion-Back row, left to rights Walter Harrivon, Harvey, Feechner, 
ai corti fag talc: Moh, Albert Sues, Dan Boucher, Lawrence Gra 








|| I rare te Ciecosadh Cantor row Viole! Pfahl Els Doering, Alma 
| Be tae Ron Ail ily, Tile Fano, Loura Karg, Elma Foechner, aura 
it 





Beene Reon row, Lavina Graumann, Bertha Ost, Wilda Raut 
eG lower, Lunn: Manin, Ene Doering, Io Bosser, Wilds 





I worked for friends and neighbors who included J. Fortna, J. Gartner 
F, Pal, Bowerts, McKenzies and Olsens. [also worked on a crew working 
tn the roeds, It_was avery strenuous bardship for us newcomers, as T 
| thas able to apeak very litle English, Most af our neighbors were English 
peaking, whieh helped me learn the language, 
‘While living here on his farm, ftom 1928 to 1935, five of our children 
attended the Silver Valley School, One teacher, in particular, that T 
| Tnember was Miss Minnie Wise. She wes very good t0 us all, She came 
‘| from the Hand Fill district where we first made our home 
In 1936 we reoted a farm five miles west of the previous one, the 
i John G. Steeve’s place (Watts district). ‘This had three and one-quarter 
itiong bet drought again was the problem. ‘The water was very poor 
With alkali and rust. Tie was very’ important to us all, especially m | 
Wife's heelth; 30 once again we moved, While here, Emma, Marian, Bertha 
Und Osear attended St. George's School 
Tn 1941 I rented onather farm 
where Bertha, Osear and Ida attended school. Two of our childre 
Working to extn money, the crops were better and the years improved. 
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the Reessler place near Rocky Hill 











In 1942 1 bought my first actor, a 15-30 MeCormick-Deering, and 
‘my son, Christian, eame home to help farm. I went working again, when 
able. I helped build a new house, 2 large garage and chicken house on 
the farm of Mr. C. Schwickort at Seapa in 1943, In 1944 T helped build 
a new house for A. Engel at Endiang, (relatives of ours) 








In the meantime crops wete pretty good and with the money I earned 
we bought a car, 2 1936 Ford, a new Massey tractor and a clipper combine: 
so it really bad improved from 1928, Then, during 1942-1947, five of 
four children married and were on their own. With only the two youngest 
children left, and my health not t00 good, we decided to sell out. AS we 
were only renting we decided not to buy or live on another farm so we 
moved 10 Calgery in 1948, Here we made our new home, which we 
bought and are sil residing at (16 = TA St. NE. Calgary) 

















T got a job with Bennett and White Construction Co, and worked 
with them for elghtcen years, During this time T helped build the new 
General Hospital, Holy Cross and many large schools, ete, throughout 
the city of Calgary 








Our two youngest children finished their schooling here, are now 
married and living here in Calgary near us. I retired in 1966, 


Mr, and Mrs. C. Ost have seven children. They are: CHRISTIAN: 
married Alvina Moench. They live in Calgary. They have ten children- 
Erma, Shirley, Raymond, Roger, Patricia, Betty Joan, Richard, Rhonda 
Brenda and Lloyd, 





HILDA married Williard Diegel and live at Watts. They have four 
childeen—Scharlotte now Mrs. Teery Robinson of Stettler, Lester, Glenda 
and Garry at home 


EMMA—married Melvin Albrecht. They had three sons (all deceased) 
‘They adopted two children Donna and Randolph and live at Trocho, 


MARIAN—morried Samuel Diegel and they have three sons, Marvin 
(who is marsied and has one son) Stanley and Dawayne at home, They 
make their home at Gadsby. 





BERTHA~ married Waldemar Radke. They have two sons Reginald 
‘and Ryan and they live in the Hand Hills. 


OSCAR—married Patricia Hutchings and live in Calgary with thelr 
three childeen, Colleen, Juanita and Lynn. 


IDA—martied Emnest Schnell and live in Calgary. They have two 
childven Karyn and Deryk, 





The wile and I are very thanklul to be able to enjoy our home and 
four health after all the hardships and ordeals in our lives since eoming 
to Canada, our home. 
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‘THE MR. AND MRS, EARL HOWATT STORY AND 
‘THE MR. AND MRS. ELMER MUMERT STORY 
as Town 70 Puiviis McDoxaro ay raz Ewan Mustenrs 


Barl Howatt homesteaded in the Rocky Hill district, He martied 
Marie Hyndman of the Golden Hill area. (It will undoubtedly be of 
interest to many readers that her father, Mr. Hyndman, is still living in 
Vancouver with his youngest daughter, Eleanor, quite confident that he 
will live to see his hundredth bithday in June, 1969). ‘The Howat’s 
had three small children and Mrs. Howatt was in hospftal with thelr fourth 
‘when tragedy struck in 1928, Earl was thrown from a plow and so severely 
Injured. that despite the constant vigilance of Dr. Baxendale he passed 
‘afew days later in the Hanna Hospital 


Earl and Marle had four children: 











MARIE ALICE—now Mrs, Alfred Pederson of Barthead. Their 
children are: Kenneth, Elaine, Catol, Dale, Lorne, Dianne, Lyal and 
Trady. 


EARLINE—Mrs, Carl “Tip” Armstrong of Thors 
ters: Adeline, Connie end Karen, 





thas three daugh- 





EARL JR—married Evelyn Fawoett and lives at Androssan, ‘Their 
children who are noted for their exceptional facial beauty are: Wayne, 
Merel, Sharon, Mervin, Charlotte, Daryl, Melvin, Clarence, Clarice, Aaron, 
Kleven and Orland 





LILLIAN—(the baby who never knew her father) was raised by 
Mr. and Mrs, Grant Yoder, after her mother’s demise in 1940, She moved 
to the coast with the Yoder's where she met and. married Paul Tebbutt 
‘They hve three sons end one daughter: Roland, Donald, Bradley and 
Tracey. 








Tor # few years Mrs. Howatt managed with the help of her family 
then in 1933 she merried Elmer Mumert. They had two sons: MARVIN, 
who married Betty Biman. They live in Edmonton with their three 
daughters, Mary, Mattha and Terese, DWAYNE, and his wile Molly 
Johnson (present matron of the Hythe Hospital) have the following 
children; Judy, Steven, Brian, Elizabeth and Donna, 





‘The Howatt children were all blondes or near blondes and Mrs. 
Mumert dearly wished that she could heve a black-eyed, black-haired 
daughter, When Leona was born at eight o'clock one evening in 1940, 
Marie's last wish was granted, but Marie passed away at five o'clock 
the next morning 


LEONA, married Lorne Paynter and makes her home at Montney, 
B.C, near Fort St. John, Their family are: Thomas, Susan, Larry (de: 
ceased), Darrin and Donald. 
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In. 1944, Olive Grierson, of Vernon, B.C., came home with Ethel 
Yoder from Bible School for @ short vist. Here she met Elmer Mumert 
and though they met in April and martied in October, she cheerfully 
Says they haven't repented yet. In 1945 they moved to Youngstown where 
they have since made their home, Their children are: PHILIP, who mar: 
ried Andrea Walker. They live in Hanna with their daughter, Sherr 
LINDA: married Ivan Ford of Chinook. They have one son, James, 
DAVID: who is at present working for Wally Armstrong, has attended 
fone session at Prairie Bible Institute, 





‘This epitomy of “compound” love is best ilustrated in a centennial 
project initiated by one of the daughters, Barline, now Mes. Tip Armstrong. 
She made each family a glagham tablecloth with a large centennial emblem 
in the center, Written in vivid Artex colors around the edge she has listed 
all the branches of the three composite families and their descendants, 
‘What finer way to prove that the bonds of love are eternal 











MR. AND MRS, JACOB RAESSLER 
(4s Tou ay Mas, Jaxx Sispprnr) 

The Raesslers came to Canada from Versina, Russa, ‘Their daughter, 
Flsie (Mrs. Jake Sieppert), was only seven days old when they began 
the long wip from the Old Country. Their first stop was in the spring, 
of 1910 when they moved to Coronation. ‘That fall they moved to the 
Hand Hills. Winter came eatly that year and their home was made from 
the double-tiered wagon bor turned upside down with blankets tucked 
around the bottom to keep out the wintry winds. Here, my mother, father, 
find four children survived their frst Canadian winter. 


Tn 1911 they built a twelve by twelve sod shack, covered with straw 
for a rof, and in 1912 they built a larger sod house in a different locaton, 
A sod barn was also constructed to shelter the growing herd. 


In 1912 Mr, Reeser joined the men who were hauling the lumber 
and other building materials from Castor, for the Hanna townsite. A 
ound trip took about three days. His team consisted of one ox and one 
hhorse and he made as many trips as possible to help provide the family 
with some of the necessities netded to expand their farm, as well as to 
provide a winter grubstake. Towards the end of his absence, Mrs. Raessler 
hhad no food for the family except potatoes for a three-week period. 


Im 1914-1015 they built the lumber and mud house which still stands 
on the homestead, Mrs, Roessler tramped the mud and straw to the right 
fonsistency and the children all carried it in buckets to the forms where it 
dried. Though it was hand work, Elsie does not recall feeling disgruntled 
for unhappy about the heavy task. This house was very warm and spacious 
land enjoyed by all the femily. 


Mr. Raessler died in 1928 and is sons continued on the farm for 
many years 
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Mrs. Racssler was remarried in 1933 to Conrad Poffentoth. For five 
yeurs they made their home at Acme, then moved to Calgary. Mrs 
Potfenroth passed away in February of 1968, Their children were 


‘TILLIE (Mrs. Bill Giebert), Lacombe. They have seven children 


ADOLPH—(decensed) married Louise Peppke, Their children are 
Willie, Badie and Ellie. 


GUY—married Mary Fehr of Hondu. They have two boys and two 
ails 





LSIE—married Jake Sieppert, Hanna, Thi 
Lester, Ivan and Roddy. 





have four sons, Elmer, 


CLARA—(Mrs, Fred Sicpport), Hanna has seven children—Emil 
married Ruby Rust—one son, Lonnie. Ralph (deceased) married Annie 
Schmidtone daughter, Sheila. Viola (Mrs. George Katg)—five children, 
Darrell, Brenda, Bradley, Barry, Shelly. Marjorie (Mrs. Clarence Flemmer) 
Crossfield, has two sons. Muriel (Mes. Bob Gril), Drumheller, has two 
sons and one daughter. Gayle (Mrs. Gordon Roesler), 
Calgary, 








EMMA—(deceased) Mrs. Christian Sieppert, had three children, 
Laurence, Eddie and Vivian, 


FRED married 
children, 





ely Head, They live at Sexsinith with their three 


MELITA—(Mrs. Reuben Green), Calgary. She has two sons and two 
daughters, 


ELMER—eame back to the farm about 1958 and stayed until about 
1966. At present he is living in Calgary 


Mrs. Sieppert’s face lights up as she talks about the past. She recalls 
the early years of her own marriage when, despite the fact that money was 
very scarce, “happiness was thelr constant companion”. The special joy 
‘of working’ together, of caring about and shating each day's experience 
brought them a peace of mind not found in today’s bulging pocketbooks 
nor in the foam bubbling from the lips of today’s indispensible beet bots. 





MR. AND MRS. “SHORTY” McPHERSON 


Shorty MePhergon homesteaded in the Rocky Hill district in the 
coulee north of Bill Sieppert'. Everyone recalls that he was a fine barber 
When he left the district he ran a pool hall and barbershop in Drumheller, 
and also barbered in Della. He had three daughters; May, Mrs, John 
Seureck, of Drumheller. She has one son, John. Jean, Mrs. Deal, (de- 
ceased) had one son and one daughter. Her family lives at Blaitmore 
Doris, Mrs. Deer, lives in Calgary. She has no family, 
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E, B, RANDALL was a veterinarian who displayed considerable sur 
‘sical skll in an era when specialists were few and jack-of-all-trades were 
plenteous. Reinhold Fano recalls an operation performed on a sweeneyed 
horse belonging to his lather. Veterinarian Randall incised the shoulders, 
removed the proud flesh and sutured the wound. ‘To queries of “Did the 
horse die?” Reinhold declares, “Not only did it live—it lived to work!” 








pert taken on their SOth anniversary. 
SP annie Moench. Bron tow: Me Seppe Marta Peston and 

Siopper 

For hi. and Mrs, Bill Seppert see the Hand Hills Lake Schoo! Distriet-Gotfied 

Slopper Story 





MR, AND MRS, GOTTLIEB ZAHN 
(as Tox 1 Parris McDoxarp ny Mas. Cutzcx) 

Mr, and Mrs, Gotlieb Zahn came to Canada in 1910 and settled in 
the heart of the Rocky Hill district. They had three children, Robert, who 
is now married with one child, Mary and Othelia, both married and 
having two children each, 


Mrs, Check of Henna vividly recalls her first impression of this 
country when she came to live with her sister, Mrs. Zahn in 1923. "Their 
prairie ploneer home was devoid of fecilties and as Mrs. Check had been 
trained as a nutse she felt she must keep that homesteader’s house as 
sterile as a hospital. She waged a constant battle against dire and germs 
fand was so discouraged and frustrated she would have returned to her 
homeland if she could have raised the price of her fare. However, she 
received an opportunity to work in the hospital in Hanna end remembers 
receiving a piece of paper at the end of the first month, Being unable t0 
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speak the language she took it home not knowing what it was or what 
it meant. When Mrs. Zahn next visited her she showed her the paper 
and said, “I don't know what this paper is they gave me. Perhaps they 
fre not satisfied with my services and wish to fire me.” Mrs. Zahn had 
Gulte a time convincing her that the piece of paper was worth eighty 
dollars, 

‘The Zahns left the Hand Hills in 1923 for Oregon City, Oregon, 
where they lived for a year. They moved to California where they engaged 
in ranching, Mes. Zahn died in 1967 and Mr. Zehn is planning a trip 
to Hanna this summer elong with other members of his family, 





‘MR. AND MRS. CHRIS WERNER 

Chris Werner, his wife and daughter Erma migrated from Leipzig, 
Bessarabia, arriving In Hanna in June of 1927. They took up residence 
fon the Zahn-Sieb quarter across from Dan Siewer's. About three years 
Tater they moved to the Senior Preston farm. In 1939 they moved to 
Ladner, British Columbia, but returned in the fall and moved to the 
Kininmonth place 


‘Mr. Wemer recalls thelr first expetience of bringing coal from Willow 
Creek carly in the 1930s. Radkes, Kitlers and Wemers banded together, 
took enough grub and hay for about two days and began the projec. 
‘With the aid of a two-horse scraper, a walking plow, plcks, shovels, and 
crowbars they sled into the coulee; but the ground was frozen and 
stripping operations were slow. They ran out of food and had to steal 
hay in the lease for their horses; but they dared not leave without the 
coal. A little jam remained in the pall and they allowed John Wittchen. 
(Mrs. Werner's brother, who was working for his board) to drink the 
dregs of the jam. Finally, on the fourth day they made it home. John 
called to his sister, “What's for supper?” “Strudels!” she called. back, 
“Til tell you one thing.” John hollered back, “you haven't made 
ENOUGH". 


From the Kininmonth place, the children were taken by horse and 
stoneboat through the north pasture to the Rocky Hill School, One after: 
noon, after Chris picked the kids up, they went visiting at Redkes, It was 
dark by the time they got away and a heavy fog settled over the leas, 
Nothing looked right, the familiar bills and landmarks seemed. forelgn 
and deceitful. The dog wanted to go one way, the team was proceeding 
under protest another way. Finally, Chris gave up and the horses followed 
the dog. Though they brought him safely to his own gate, he was still 
convinced they hed led him astray. 


Snow used to drift so unexpectedly through the Kininmonth yard 
that Mr, Werner often had to tle « binder twine guide to the door knob 
to ensure his return to the house from the barn. One winter the snow 
was so deep they hed to brush the hard packed trall to keep from falling 
off It. Once Mrs. Werner fell off the trail while feeding chickens and Chis, 
had to pull her out 
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In 1951 when Helmut was working in Calgary, Chris suffered an 
appendicitis attack. Mrs. Werner, unable to go for help, kept snow packs 
fon him for one and half days (day and night) unl the erucial pain 
subsided, 


In 1954 their son Helmut married Mildred Rosin, so Mr. and Mrs 
Werner moved to Hanna where they still reside, For about two years 
Helmut and Mildred lived on the Kininmonth place, then moving to 
Hanna where Helmut worked at the Jubilee as an attendant. They now 
reside on the Raessler place in the Alpha area with their children, Calvin 
and Patt. 

‘Their daughter, Ema—Mrs. Reinhold Rosin, resides in the Hand 
Hills, The Rosins have two sons, Wesley and Stanley, and a daughter, 
Cindy. 


GUSTAVE NEWMAN 

Gustave Newman and Adolph Raessler were married 0 sisters whose 
surname was Peppke. Newmans moved 19 the Fano place in the Alpha 
district in 1928 and later moved to the Jim Kininmonth place, They hed 
three children Annie, Willie, and Lily. 





While they were living on the Fano place, « neighbor's bull made 
frequent visits to thelr farmyard, broaking fences and causing general 
havoc. One Sunday afternoon Raesslers, Radkes, Werners end Kitlers 
came to visit. Newman had no dog, but Adolph Ressler had brought 
his elong. The men decided to give the bull something to think about 
besides breaking fences and sicked the enthusiastic dog on the culprit. He 
charged wildly around the outbuildings and generally created such an 
uproar that the women and children came to the kitchen door t wateh, 
To thelr surprise the bull earcened towards the kitchen. The women and 
children best a hasty retreat but in their confusion forgot to close the 
oor. Into the narrow kitchen the bull galloped, refuged and. wedged. 
The women barricaded themselves into the other room, while the men 
struggled mightily to dislodge the unexpected visitor. Two men crawled 
‘over his back and by a combination of horn-jerking and tal-twisting 
Finally managed to extract nearly one-half ton of unordered beelsteaks 
from the Newman 











‘A WEE NOOK IN THE HAND HILLS 
JAMES KININMONTH FAMILY 
sy Repvens Penny 








Jim was born in the year 1873 in Fileshire, Scotland. After receiving 
his education, the thrill of going abroad 1o seek adventure spieited im 
fon to Africa in the early 1890s end resulted in employment with a mer- 
chandlising fem, The call of duty to Queen and couniry daring the Boer 
War saw him serving for three years, 1899-1901. Upon his discharge he 
returned to Scotland for a fow years but again the urge to go abroad soon 
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found him in Canada. Arriving in Alberta in 1907 he homesteaded in 
the Gleichen district, Two years later a homestead was filed upon in the 
Hand Hills on NW. Y, See. 5, Twp. 30, R. 15 W. 4th to be found on 
the easter slope of the historic Hills. In 1909 his home was completed 
in a deep ravine with a free flowing spring nearby, so essential to the 
early homesteader, The Prairie Trail through the homestead and past 
the house was regarded as one of the main roads to Hanna from areas 
to the south and west of Jim's, so numerous eellers dropped in for meals 
or to stay overnight including mounted policemen, land seekers and neigh- 
bors going to and fro, It was not unusual to find someone hed dropped 
in and made theic own meal leaving a note of “thanks”. This was the 
tue honesty of the western settler of thet time, 





The life of a bachelor became one of monotony to the homesteader, 
indeed it was a blessing and the greatest measure of success when the 
heart of a ledy was won; and just that happened to Jim in 1916 when the 
marriage to Orvilla Wickson took place. A true native of the count 
fround Bronte, Ontario, the young lady come direct to Calgary in 1913 
fand lost no time going to the newest setled area of Henna. The C.P.R. 
train was boarded from Lacombe changing trains to go to Castor and 
then to Hanna by team and sleigh, At that time the CNR. rails were 
almost laid s0 she recalls socing the frst passenger train arrive, a gala 
alfeie with the shining steamer and a brass hand on the station platform 
to ring out the welcome on the beautiful sunny day, Miss Wickson had 
the distinetion of owning the frst millinery store in Hanna and also had 
the misfortune of having it burned to the ground two years later at its 
Tocation on Second Avenue, The store was re-established and business 
continued as usual. The attraction of a young rancher deep in the Hand 
Hills eventually resulted. in the milline’s career coming to a close as 
the wedding bells chimed in 1916, The years thet followed were similar 
to that of other western pioneers with thelr thrills, joys, sorrows and 
disappointments 


In 1918 Christine Orvilla and James Alton were born to bless the 
hhome but sorrow in the deepest measure struck in 1920 when the twins 
both passed sway at the age of eighteen months and are buried togther 
in the Hanna Cemetery. 




















“The Fish Lake lease occupied much of the Kininmonth family’s interest 
as caitle were kept there for summer pasture. In years gone by it was the 
practice to keep calves over the winter and re-pasture the following year 
for fall sales. In some cases they were kept for an additional year, depending 
fon the market trends, Well known cattle buyers such as Ted. Gardiner, 
4 P, Bums representative, would frequently purchase the cattle and they 
were trailed to the Gopher Head or as we believe it to be now known 
as the Imperial Ranch neer Byemoor, the gathering point prior to market 


Dorothy was born in 1821 and Leonard in 1925 and recall their 
childhood at the ranch, riding horseback, sleighing the slopes and watching 


si 


from the hills behind the house for sight of thelr Dad coming from the 
‘ther farm with the horses or coming from town. 





Jim was on the Municipal Couneil for many years with the headquarters 
jn Hanna. The Rocky Hill School Board was guided along for many 
years with his sound advice. The school was locsted only two and one- 
half miles north of the ranch home, reasonably near for the teacher who 
often used to board at their home. During the long cold winters it was 
®8 worry (o the settlers as to how the children world fare under the extreme 
conditéons and with no telephone you just had to have faith in God that 
all was well 








Mrs. Kininmonth had a sister, Georgine, who came west in the Inter 
teens and married James Hamilton who owned the first tinsmith shop 
‘until is death about 1936. Mrs, Hamilton retumed to Ontario, passing 
away in 1954, 


‘On many occasions Jim showed cattle at the Calgary Fat Stock Show 
fn the fall winning prize ribbons on the fat beef cattle class direct from 
the Hand Hills, He was also a member of the South African Veterans 
Association in which he took keen interest in later years while farming 
‘west of Airdrie 


Humorously, they recall hitching a rope to the Chev. touring car with 
Dad on the end’of the rope and Mother driving while they rushed the 
car through a slushy mud puddle. There was also Don Benedict, « polite 
litle boy who unknowingly but gracefully backed up to the “cate all” 
pail near the back door and set in it. Jean Payne, nee Benedict, recalls 
the delicious rolled oat cookies fresh from the old coal stove oven at 
Kininmonth’s. “Never tasted any so good sincel” she explained, Mrs, 
Kininmonth scquired the art of mastering a Model 'T Ford when she first 
came to Hanna and taught more than one new owner how to drive, a 
theiller on more than one occasion! 











In 1964, after years of hard work and frequent disappointments, 
the family moved to the west Airdrie district where their farming. opera 
tions could be carried on in a more compact seale. Dorothy and Leonard 
continued their schooling with Dorothy furthering hers in Calgary and 
Jeter was employed by the Imperial Bank prior to her marriage to 
Redvers Perry of Balzac in 1953. They have two children, Janet and Neil, 
and farm west of Balzae one mile 








Leonard carries on with a mixed farming enterprise nine miles north 
land west of Airdrie and is keenly interested in eatle and hunting big game, 


James Kininmonth passed away in 1957 and is buried in Queen's 
Park cemetery. Mrs. Kininmonth is quite active and remains on the farm 
with Leonard, 





Glancing eastward from the farm near the foothills of the Rockies 
the Kininmonths still recall the true blue friends and neighbors of the 
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Hand Hills and the townspeople of Hanna. As the years roll by one 
cherishes the good old days end the rough rosds somehow become 
highway of pleasant memories. 


MR. BEN EVENSON took out « homestead in Rocky Hill, where 
he lived with his son Thorvil, and his daughter Bendina, Thorvil went 
‘overseas in World War I with a Canadian contingent. He was among 
those who suffered the effects of polson gas, which left him with a 
‘weakened hung condition. Following his discharge from the army, he got 
1 job working on the railroad. Exposure to inclement weather brought 
fon pneumonia which caused his untimely death, In 1916 following, Ben- 
dlina’s marriage to Fred Gibson, Mr. Evenson left his homestead and 
‘made is home with his daughter. Ruby, a granddaughter recalls the day of 
Ihis death, when he quietly passed away in his sleep in 1935, A blizzard 
sas raging out of doors; but, nevertheless, they walked to Wises and Mr 
Wise returned with them to help with the necessary arrangements. Mr. 
Morton took the family to town in lumber wagon for the funeral service, 
tas roads were t00 difficult for cars or too bare for sleighs. The burial 
hhad to take place at a later date as the ground was frozen too hard to 

FRED NICHOLAUS lived on the quarter east of Kininmonth’s, was 
married and had four children. They left about 1934 and last trace we 
vere able to Tocate he was operating a delivery service at Athabaska in 
the Peace River block. 


DAN FAECHNER came from Wadessa, Washington, 
1910 to homestead in Rocky Hill. Their family are as follows: 





Ay in 


ANNIE (Mrs, Reinhold Piahl) lives in, Hanna, Their son, Lester, 
took over the Yoder Farm in 1960. (His mother and father lived at the 
farm also until his marriage to Ruth Toows in 1967). Their daughter, 
Betty (Mrs, Noel Peterson), lives at Medicine Hat with their two sons 


BERTHA-Iives in Calgary. 


DAN-of Craigmyle married Li 
Elaine, Lloyd and Leona 


Miller, Thele children are: James, 








BILL—of Hanna married Theresa Burgemeiste. They have two 
daughters, Drinda end Trudy. 


HERB—of Cralgmyle married Margaret Cody. ‘Their children are 
Shirley, Sharon and Larry 


HARVEY—of Graigmyle married Iris Fano. ‘Their sons are Tyrone, 
Clayton and Randolph, 


EDNA (Mrs. Calvin Bye) of Hanna bas three sons: Barkley, who 
rmazried Marlene Fecho and lives at Jasper, Miles of Edmonton and Garth 
‘at home. 
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Mrs, Facchner died in 1929, Mr. Faechner remained on_the home 
stead until about 1936 when he moved to Hanns. About 1945 he moved 
tu Calgary where he sill enjoys good healt, 


‘The Faechner boys, Dan, Bill, Herb and Harvey are accomplished 
curlers, Sometimes for “old time sake” they pool their resources for a 
local "spiel. Their oppositions, sposting the accumulated potential are 
prone 10 concede when they draw this foursome. 





MR. AND MRS. GRANT YODER 

I, Mr, Grant Yoder, homesteaded east of the Rocky Hill in 1908. 
In December of 1914 T married Miss Belle Sills in Cove, Oregon. Four 
children came to bless this marriage. ‘They were: Ceclle Maude, Patricia 
Belle (deceased 1922), Ethel Joy and James Grant 





Lillian Howatt came to live with us when she was eleven years of 
age and we stil eonsider her one of the family. Lillian is married to Paul 
Telbutt, and they Tive in Chilliwack, ‘They have three sons and one 
daughter. 

Cecile married George Cooper who lives west of Barrhead, Alberta. 
‘They have no family 


James married Vivienne Dulf in 1955, She is @ graduate nurse and 


James is a minister. They have two girls and live at Richmond, British 
Columbia 








Ethel taught piano lessons in Chilliwack and Vancouver. She married 
Jim Makin and now lives im Portland, Oregon. They have no childzen 

We left the Hand Hills in July of 1945 and make our home at 
133 Gore Avenue Apartments in Chilliwack, British Columbia, 





orron's Nore: Mr. Yoder confides that he is nearly blind and finds 
writing very diffielt, However his sept was very legible throughout and 
his response was warmly appreciated, 


ANDY MeADIE homesteaded in the Golden Hill grea, In 1914 he 
bought three quarters of the Hudson's Bay section located in Rocky Hill 
district, He recalls that i¢ was fenced at the time of his purchase by the 
hhomesteaders whose land bordered it such as Jim Kininmonth, Ben 
Evenson, ete. Andy retired to Hanna in 1965 and disposed of his holdings 
to Fred and Ken Burgemelster, well-known farmers in the Golden Hill area 











MR. AND MRS. CONRAD DIETER 
ny Coxnan Dreren 
Twill try to tell some things about the early days as T remember 
them and also send a few pictures, I filed on my half section at Castor 
Land Titles Olfice on the last day of March, 1911 and still have the 
receipts for the filing fee. I don’t remember if they asked my age, but I 
‘was nineteen years old. I worked at Castor for the Williston Trading Co. 
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all that summer and came down to start my homesteading duties October 
the tenth, I911. After [had my shack built T got a few days work with 
Dan Green at building the Golden Hill school, ‘That helped my net 
worth @ lite, for T earned no more until the next May. The school was 
Finished that fall and we had a dance in it just before school started. 





‘Connie Deter 





‘The next May, Shoulis and Gibson started bulding grade for the 
railroad, T worked there all summer. In the fall of 1912 the town of 
Hanna started, That fall my neighbor, Jim Coulter, was carrying the mail 
from Hanna t Golden Hill, Post Oifice, He used a single horse and 
Doggy. On this particular evening I was about five feet 
Twas digging when I heard Jim coming home from his mail route trip. 
| noticed a rattle about the 1g that seemed unnatural, About that time I 
heard him holler as i in pain, He called me and asked me to come aver 
and help him out of the rig. I thought he might have had a drink or 
two. “Drive over here!” I called, “and I will help you out of the rig. 
The horse started up and the noise commenced again. Then I noticed It was 
foot dangling out of the boggy, and coming into contact with the 
wheel. I came over quickly, got him into the house and onto the bed— 
fur coat and all, He asked me to get a doctor for him right away. That 
was a big order but I sald I would try. I told him to stay on the bed and 
started for Benedict's Ranch about five miles south of us. When I got 
there Twas told Dr. Benedict was not available. I rode back and stopped 
jm at the shack and got there just in time, too. Jim had gotten up and 
tried to build a fire with coal ofl on the kindling and flames had caught 
the fur on the sleeves of his old coonskin cost. There he was on one leg, 
fand slone in the shack, I'm sure he wouldn’t have made it ovt of there 
T put out the fire and rode 10 Hanna, I was lucky to get Dr, Wade to 
come with me. T rode with him in the buggy, and led my horse which 
was getting tired. When we got in, “Doe” peeled him dovn a little, the 
ctor said “You will have to hold him down ax I have no anesthetic 


1 seid, “That’s out of my line, but how do T do it?” 
“Sit straddle of his chest,” he answered, “and hold bis arms” 
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Jim called me lots of different names but T held him until the Doc 
bad a east on him. I wouldn't eare to do that over again, 





‘The Rocky Hill school must have been built quite « lot Tater than 
the Golden Hill for I don't remember it until efter T got back from over: 
seas in the fall of 1919. T think Jim Kininymonth was the secretary then, 
‘The children had it much harder going to school in those days. Our 
three drove or walked often and seemed to enjoy it, T boxed out a litle 
seep of a spring for their drinking water about a quarter of a mile from 
the schoolhouse and it served for several years even if a frog or a water 
snake did get into it sometimes, 








‘The teachers had their troubles also, 1 don't think that our school 
ever had trouble paying their teachers. I do believe some only got enough 
‘eash 10 pay their board and the rest eame later, T hope Tl never forget 
Noreen Maynes when she taught out our way, boarding at Dan Slewert’s 
place, She came by our place one Saturdey on her way to Hanne to visit 
her folks. She was driving « horse on a stoncboat and sitting on an ap} 
box. A collar, trace chains and rope lines were all the gear on the horse. 
How she ever got there and back I don't know, but Sanday evening she 
‘came back again, 











Sometimes the snow was too deep through the hills so the children 
walked on the frozen drifts. Alex Mobl, Jr., was the chief well driller around 
‘our part of the country. He was good at it or lucky. There are some wells 
Still being used that Alec drilled in 1911, Wilbert Pishl was using one 
the last time I was there, 





People thet had cattle to sell took them overland to the Imperial 
Ranch at Gopher Head where Burns was buying them. Ted Garde 
was the manager there, He ran the ranch and weighed the cattle in 
Usually, it was late by the time we would get there, and a rider would 
come out to meet us and suggest we leave them there until morning 
They'll be OK here—plenty of gress and water!" he'd blandly state 
By the time we would get 10 bring our cattle in, alter waiting for some 
others to be weighed out of the corrals to make room for ours, they sure 
dida’'t buy anything but beef, for they had neither water or grass all 
night, went up with several of our neighbors on those trips and enjoyed 
i. I went on one trip with Sherwood Benedict and Charles Redding, in 
914, 1 think, 

‘We used to go around to the different neighbors to play eards in the 
evening end have a little pestime. I saw a new trick used there one night. 
When the coal oll lamp wick was too short to reach the oil it seemed we 
‘would he forced to quit playing end go home. Some lady said, “Pour 
‘water into the bowl until the ofl (which would flow) rises up to the wick 
and keep on playing!” Tt worked. Try it sometime, 

















The coyote hunters used to be prosty hard on our willow picket «wo: 
wire Fences. This was diffleule to stop for you could never tell from which 
direction they would come or go. The country was pretty well fenced up 
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by 1914 and the road allowances were being used for what they were 
{ntended. Hanna was getting to be a busy place. Even in the fall of 1912 
wwe could, if we were lucky, get a box car spotted at the loading platform, 
Shovel it full of wheat and ship {¢ out. Sometimes it was a month before 
twe heard ftom it and often the grade and price were very disappointing. 


But it was a start anyway 








I made one trip to Joberg’s coal mine south of Delia with the only 
team of oxen that I ever drove on the road. Things changed pretty fast 
after that and lots of the oldtimers ere gone, and soon will be forgotten 
too, The next generation is well on its way to make or break—time will tel. 








Conrad Dieter and Alice Cooper were married in June, 1921. They 
lived on his homestead for « short time and then moved to lowa, USA. for 
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several years, Robert and Viola were born there, Later, the family retuned 
to their homestead in the Rocky Hill district. Here, Erwin was the third 
addition to their faaly 





Then, Bill and Mac Cooper, nephews of Mrs. Dieter, came to live 
with them after the death of thelr mother in Banff. They were five and 
three years of age at the time. They resided with their aunt and unele 
tuntl completing school, Bill maeried Pat Murphy of Hanna and lives in 
Calgary. ‘They have thee sons. Mac lives in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
and is engaged in the carpentry business. 


In November, 1960, Mr, and Mrs. Dieter and Erwin moved to Hanne 

Robert and his family became residents of the home farm, After 
4 lengthy illness, Mrs, Dieter passed away in March, 1965. In January, 
1967, Mr. Dicter and Erwin moved to Vernon, British Columbia, where 
hhe married Mis, Millie Murphy of Salmon Arm, British Columbia, a 
former resident of the Golden Hill district. 

















Viola, now Mrs. Don Espensen, lives in San Jose, California, ‘They 
have one daughter, Berbara 


Robes 





married Evelyn Damagard of Chinook and they have three 
attending university in Calgary, Philip and Miles, attending 
school in Hanne 


HENRY PREGITZER homesteaded in 1918, He recalls the pride he 
felt in the first land he ever owned. Mr, Pfahl drilled a well on it for him 
which was 54 feet deep. To his knowledge this well never did run dry 
fand he felt Mi, Pfahl was an exceptionally good driller. He bullt a shack 
fand a barn on his property while fulfilling the requirements of “proving 
tip” but spent his winters with his brother, Gottlieb in the Bazltown 
district In 1921 be worked for Jim Kininmonth. He only remained three 
years on this quarter, then moving to the Farltown distriet where he 
mnatried. He sold his land to Jim Kininmonth for twenty-five dollars an 
sere plus two horses, His three children are: Lawrence, who married Donna 
Elergodt. They live in Taber with their two daughters. His only daughter, 
Lavonne, married Leonard Harrison, They have two sons, Leslie and 
Rian. His youngest son, Raymond, married Diane Straight and they make 
their home in Waterton, South Dakota, Mr. and Mrs. Pregitzer now 
make their home in Hanna, 











MR. AND MRS, JOHN STUBBS 
(as ron ay Mr Jacx Srvsss) 





John Stubbs Se. came to the Rocky Hill district about 1912 about 
fone year after his sons, Tom and Jack, came out; spotted the homesteads 
and established a home on ‘Tom Stubbs’ homestead, John Stubbs, Sr. lived 
‘with Tom while proving up on his homestead, In 1915 Jack built a house 
for his father. Among Jack's memories of those early days includes an 
Incident when Tom was thrown from his horse. His foot was eaught in the 
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stirrup and the horse dragged him for quite a distance, His log was broken 
land months of immobility followed while it was kntting. It always troubled 
him thereafter. 


Six sons also lived in this area: Will, John, Amold, Thomas, Oswald 
for years secretary of Hand Hills Munielpality No. 273) and Robert. All 
are deceased except Jack who lives with Mr. and Mrs. Dave Crawford 
‘Two daughters, Elvabeth, now of Detroit, end Alice of Florida, only 
lived with their parents for one year each before returning to pursue careers 
in the United States, 


Mr, Stubbs died in 1934. His som, Jack, continued to farm until 1936 
when he sold the farm to Gus Rust, At the prevent time itis being farmed 
by his son, Ernest Rust, Mrs. Stubbs died in 1939. 





MR. AND MRS, SIMON REICH 
(as rou ay Ma, anp Mas, Cant. Mrrace) 
Simon Ricch migrated from Russia and homestended in Rocky Hill 
district in 1912, His marriage to Julia Quaschnick (Mrs, Metzger's sister) 
took place in 1919 





‘They raised a family of four deughters and three sons, some of 
who attended Rocky Hill School, These children are: Ida, now Mrs. Rey 
Clark lives in. Vancouver: Lydia, who married Rev. A. M. Amoc, now 
makes her home in North Dakota, Reinhold is married, lives in Calgery 
and has two daughters and one son. Otto was killed in World War IL 
while serving as an army chef. Emil and Fred both make thelr homes in 
Williams Lake, British Columbia, and each have three children. Helen 
and Ruth are both married living in. Vancouver. Helen has two children, 
fand Ruth has three. When Riechs left Rocky Hill districe they made their 
hhome In Hanna, then moved to Calgary about 1928, Later they moved to 
Vancouver where Simon died in 1967, Mrs, Riech still makes her home 
there 











MRS, BUEHLER 


Mrs. Buehler lived on the northern edge of the Rocky Hill district 
and though many knew of her al eulogize her nursing ability we have 
collected only a few facts to pay tribute to her here, Kor this information 
Wwe are indebted to Mr. F, Paterson, Mrs. M. Resin. and Mr. R. Fat 


Mrs, Buchler’s family members were as follows: 








Ralph Wallace, « son, was @ veteran of the first world wat; a nice 
4ulet chap, He worked around Craigmyle and the Hand Hills and married 
X young school teacher, Miss Annie Archibald. They had one son, Wesley 
Ralph died in the 1920 and Mrs, Wellace went back teaching. Many 
praises have been sung to this wonderful teacher who could handle even 
the toughest boys and make them want to learn, 


522 










































TTom Bear, another son, was « well-known cowboy in early rodeo 
circles, When his mother moved 10 Craigmyle he stayed on at the fnem 
in Rocky Hill batching. Ronald Fano recalls stopping at his home one cold 
winter's day. Tom was near death and barely able to speak. Ronald 
hhurried 10 the closest neighbor for help but Tom Bear had passed away 
before they returned, 














Some say there was another son but we were unable to verify this 
adopted a girl, Margaret, who lived with her in Craigmyle 
where Mrs. Buehler operated « nursing home from about 1923 to 1933, 
She was a respected member of the community and people who were 

ler her care usually returned as her friends, When Mrs. Buehler left 
the village she sold her home to Pete Schmierer. We have been unable 
to further teace her story or that of her daughter, Mangeret 


MR. OSCAR GRAUMANN 

Mr. Oscar Graumann was one of the five sons of Christian Graumann 
who settled in the Earltown district in 1910, Oscar started farming in the 
Rocky Hill district in 1923 and was married in 1928. They raised a 
family of four children: Lawrence, Violet, Ivan and Garry. Lawrence 
recalls the following event from the dry 1930s, High winds frequently 
harassed the discouraged farmers. However, building projects were gener 
ally completed in so far as time and materials would permit, In the year 
1935 or 1936, arriving home late one night, the family car, a Model T 
Ford, was let parked in front of the house, During the night « high wind 
arose sweeping in from the southwest. To their amazement on. arising 
the next morning, the family car was missing, Investigation found it 
neatly parked on two barn doors which had very recently been placed 
over the excavation which later become the ice house. Had the door 
given way, or the former cover been on, the family ear would have received 
a bath and a thorough chill asthe ice house had been packed the previous 
year and now contained ice and water to a depth of ten feet 

DAN MARTIN 

Tn 1909 Dan Martin homesteaded in the Richdale district heving 
migrated from Kulm, North Dakota, with his wife and daughter, Bertha 
In July, 1917, he took over the Heffner place which had previously been 
homestcaded by a Me, Hazlitt. Mr. Martin made several moves thereafier 
1s follows: to Parr in 1926, Huxley in 1993, Trochu in 1941 and finelly 
moved to Calgary in 1944 Mr. Martin died in 1959 but his wife still 
resides in Calgary as do her following children: Reynold, Ella (Bogner), 
Enil, Leonard, and Martha (Smiley). Albert lives in Chilliwack, British 
Columbia, while Bertha (Mrs. Orto Pfahl) and Oscar reside in’ Hanna, 

Oscar remembers starting school at Rocky Hill with Albert and 
Beatrice Moench, Dan Siewert and Frances and Ruby Gibson. ‘They were 
forbidden to eat lunch during the recess period. As a result they would 
hide their “lard” cans under the steps so they could fileh a bit without the 
teacher seeing them. One day a gopher got the lid off Oscat’s lunch pail 
and cleaned up his dinner supplies. 
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Oscar also recalls tramping the wheat in the old header bowes 
One day he went screaming to his mother that he bad a coyote down the 
back of his shirt, Investigation proved the marauder to be a “grasshopper”, 
“Ever had one down your back?” “That's how large they feel!” 





GOTTFRIED RADKE 


Mr, and Mrs. Gottfried Radke and their two sons, Walter and Herb 
arrived in Henna from Bessarabia in 1927. For the first year they shared 
their home with the Kitler family, at which time Kittlers established a 
home on the quarter south of Redke's. The rest of the family was raised 
in the Hand Hills and often sickness, accident and suffering marked ther 
lives, Among these tragedies was the death of their daughter, Ella, in 1942 
after four years of decline from rheumatic fever. Tola and Herb also con: 
tracted the disease but escaped permanent damage 











‘Their daughter, Clara, an accordionist in the Haluschak school 
orchestra, was seriously injured in 1951 when the car rolled forward 
while she was opening a gate. For many months she lay in traction waiting 
for the shattered bones 10 kalt 


Happy events dotted the years, too, Clara was the only glel from the 
Hand Hills who ever won the Kinsmen Carnival Queen Contest in Hanna, 


In 1962, Ivan received a special citation for progress achieved in a 
correspondence course, sponsored by La Salle University, on business 
fscumen in the field of traffic and wansportation, Although this course 
‘was considered a two and a half year project, Ivan completed it in slightly 
Tess than a year. 


Mrs, Radke recalls the time their home was struck by lightning 
‘The men were building a chicken coop at the time and several chickens 
wore killed outright. However, the house received the bulk of the jolt 
Which they believe was due to the attraction of the well in the basement. 
The radio aerial wires were burnt asunder. Mrs, Radke was the most 
seriously jolted. At the time she was painting the floor, the paint literally 
‘exploded about the room and Mrs. Radke was knocked unconscious for & 
considerable length of time. ‘The children feared she was dead and were 
deeply shocked. 





In 1963 their son Emil passed away suddenly following a short critical 
illness. He bad been married to the former Barbara Hansen and left two 
young sons, Bradley and Troy. 


WALTER married Bertha Ost and still resides in the Hand Hills 
(ce Lawsonburg). They have two sons, Reginald and Ryan. HERB, 
who if a grain buyer at Munson, married Elsie Moench. They have one 
daughter, Teresa, and two sons Lyle and Lane. DAVID and his wile 
Diana Trainer live in Calgary with their two sons, Shan: 

IVAN and his wife Enore Nestegaed have one son ‘Trm. 
Kelth MeDonald, Calgery) has three sons: Rick, Stanley end Dennis 
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and a daughter, Joyce, CLARA (Mrs, Jim Armstrong) lives on ranch 
fear Sunnynook with their four daughters: Brenda, Sandra, Laurie and 
Hazel and one son Jory 





MR. AND MRS, REINHARDT SIEB 
(as Toxo To Pity McDonato sy Inswe Morton) 

In 1924 Me, Reinhart Sieb (a cousin of Mr. David Karg, Sr.) came 
with his wife and family 10 Rocky Hill district. Prior to this move they 
lived im the Parr district on the farm now occuped by Vietor Karg. The 
Siebs had three daughters: MOLLY, Mrs, Gerlitz of Calgary has three 
daughters, Thelma, Leora and Linda: ANNIE, deceased; and MARY who 
was invelided due to bone TB, In 1927 Sicbs moved to Calgary where 
Mr, Sieb worked for the city for a number of years prior to retirement. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Sieb are now deceased. 





JOHN KITTLERS 


Mr, John Kittler, his wife (Mr. Radke's sister) and four children, 
Irma, Hugo, Lena and Walter, care over from Bessarabia on the same 
boat as the Radke femily, arriving in Hanna, June, 1927. ‘The first fall 
they shared the same house and in the spring Kitders moved to the south 
‘quarter and established a farmstead, While moving the building which 
‘rat to be converted to a house; Mr. Kittler, who was engaged in trans 
Ferring the rollers, accidentally was pulled under and mangled quite 
badly. He never completely recovered from this accident. Hugo vividly 
recalls the dust storms in the 1930s, Once, while his folks were away 
fa dust storm came up completely obliterating the sun, The doors of the 
hhouse blew open and the children had great difficulty foreing them shut. 
‘The barn ‘was lifted and collapsed down by the creck bed. Times were 
very hard, money and food both being very searce. Once, while driving 
to town with the team and buggy Hugo and his dad found an old leather 
wallet containing two dollars and a few cents. They debated what to do 
pith it and decided to spend it for groceries. ‘The family was overjayed 
tt the huge pile of groceries the small fortune supplied 























Mr, Wemer hed neat habit, He would walk to Kittlers to visit, ride 
Kittler’s horse ome, tum it loose and it would return to Kitters. 





Hugo also recalls the meteor that fell in January of 1933 lighting 
the wintery sky with an eerie blush light, 


In 1935 the family moved to Hanna, While there, Willie, ten years 
ld, drowned in a dugout on the farm now owned by Mrs. Orpha Wright. 





‘Their children also included Lorentina, Edith, now living in Germany 
where her husband is posted with the Canadian forces; Ema, Mildred, 
Freda and Ava. 


In 1952 they moved to Calgary. Mr. Kitler died in 1960 and his 
wife in 1966 





























MR. AND MRS, DAN SIEWERT 

In November of 1910 we arrived in Olds from Romania, where we 
rented land for one year before moving to the Hand Hills in February, 
1912. Upon our arrival here we had three children: Ella, Guy and Robert 











‘Then in March we went back to Olds to get our belongings we had 
accumulated during the one year at Olds, which consisted mainly. of 
feed, machinery, some cattle, horses and chickens, ete. Since there were 
no roads or bridges, we hed to cross the river while frozen. Apparently 
this was an early breakup, a¢ on our way back to the Hand Hills, now 
four new home, there was approximately three feet of water on the siver 
land not being able to sce any eracks in the ice because of the water, we 
ran into considerable diflieully, Twas able to get my wagon across, ut 
my brother Reinnolt wasn't quite so fortunate, as the back wheels of his 
wagon didn't quite reach the other side, Each wagon has four horses 
hitched to it, Immediately we hitched the four horses from my wagon 
onto Reinnol's, therefore, bringing his wagon to safety also, We were up 
to our waists in icy water during this ordeal and since there were no farm 
houses nor shelter of any kind, we travelled home with clothes frozen 
to our bodies, 





















Our first home in this location, or shelter, was an old sod. shack 
left hy an old bachelor. This shack was so cold that we kept the ehildren 
in bed during the day to keep them warm. ‘Then in the summer of this 
year (1912) we built our own house and what a mansion it was, The 
toll, Iabor and sweat that was required to build this was soon forgotten 
in the glory of our own home, 











an Se, mer, Mrs 


The Dan Siewert Family-Front row, left to right: Dan Jr 
ober (docented). Guy and 


Dan Siowort ily and Eresine Bick row! Al 
ete 
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Munson was the closest town at this time, Hanna had not yet been 
started, nor was there any raleoad at the present town of Hanna, The ral 
toad, T believe, was buile later that same year. Munson was where we did 
fone trading, told our produce and got our supplies 





At this time there were quite a few settlers In the area, viz; Fred 
Gibson's father, Mr, Moench, Bill's father, who was well established at 
this time and a respected community leader. Others were Mr. Rosin, Mr. 
Roessler—Adolph’s father, Herman Becker, and of course everyone's friend 
—Tom Devine 





T brought with me to the Hand Hills eighteen head of cattle, eight 
good horse, two wagons, «seeder and a sulky plough I bought at Munson 
With this equipment I was considered rather well-to-do. 


Bob Congdon had a small store where we got our mail in those early 
days. The less fortunate people would leave their wives to do the farming 
‘while the men worked on the railed. 


During the first few years I grew feed only and cleared the brush 
and broke the land as I cleared it, thus adding a few acres every year 
to seeding. Later on, in 1915-1916, Gottfried Faechner end my brothe 
Reinnolt got a big steam engine and thresher which now enabled us to 
grow whest, This wheat was hauled to the elevator closest to our farms. 
T acquired my frst tractor in 1916 which was an old Titan and was used 
for chopping feed and grain only, My first ear was a Model T acquired 
in 1919, In 1922, T got my second car, an Overland, a big car at this 
time, (and what a monstrosity that was), We had to push it up the hills 
find quickly serambled into it to get a ride down the hill. In 1924 T was 
Able to buy my first threshing machine and a Rumley tractor. Now T was 
really on my way 











‘Our fuel was coal which we obtained by uncovering the seams with 
nigh and. seraper. Then with pick and shovel we loaded it onto our 
Wagons and took i home, This was taken from the Mortis mine and 
later on Willow Creek 


‘The year 1912 was « good one. In 1913 and 1914 it was dry, but 
IBIS was a good year. It was very wet In I916 and the crops were badly 
Irozen, 








| homesteaded the south quarter, bought the west quarter from Mr 
Jacob Kessler and the north ane from Bob Congdon. 


In 1925 we built a large nine-room house which was 
wwe retired from the farm, 


home until 





Crops during these years until 1929 were generally good and we 
progressed quite favorably 
‘The flu after the First World War affected our whole family, except 
my wife who was not stricken with i. I¢ left me in poor health, and I did 
ally recover until T took a wip back to my homeland which was 
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then Bessarabia, in Romania. We were a group of three who took this 
trip im 1927, This resulted in an influx of immigrants from our homeland 
to Canada via the Hand Hills and Hanna districts. 


We homesteaded # one-half seetion and acquired mote land as the 
years went on, until we left the farm, The family grew, too, of course, 
in numbers as well as years, 





In 1929 the drought set In, which resulted in a great depression and 
lasted until 1937, These were lean years. We had catile and sheep so if 
the erops falled we had this source of income, however meagre 


‘The homestead was farmed by some members of the family until 
1964 when it was sold to e relative also by the name of Siewert, 


Education for our children was quite @ problem, Rocky Hill School 
‘was not built until 1918 and then it was closed nearly every winter for 
guite some time. Tt was very difficult to raise the $350.00 to $400.00 
required for a teacher's salary, hence the closing of the school. Accommo: 
dation for a teacher was always a problem, too. ‘The first teacher's name 
‘was Miss Scott. Jim Kininmonth end Grant Yoder were the frst trustees, 


My wife and I retired to Calgary in 1942 and resided in our home 
until our recent move to the Father Lacombe Home neer Midnapore. 


The children, with the exception of Robert, who was deceased in 
1927, ate all living in Alberta. Ella is near Wainwright, Guy at Craigmyle, 
Emestine and Elmer in Drumheller, Albert in Calgery, Dan and Lill 
in Edmonton. 


ALLEN SIEWERTT, son of Mr. and Mrs, Emil Siewert of the Golden 
Hill distriet( another branch of the Siewert family), purchased the original 
Dan Siewert holdings in 1965. The same year Allen married Miss Frances, 
Ferguson of Vulean, who was at that time on the nursing steff at the 
Hanna Hospital. A moder house replaced the old one for the establish 
ment of a new generation in a new efa, They have one son, Douglas. 























LEONHARD AND EMELIA MOENCH 

In the year of 1910 the late Katherine Siewert, a widow and her three 
daughters: Emelia, Pauline and Mary, came to the Mayton district now 
known as Torrington. We spent the winter with a brother Gottired 
In the spring of 1911 we took up a homestead six miles east of Morrin 
Where the old homesite still remains one half mile south of the No. 9 
highway, In the spring of 1912 Mother decided to move again and bought 
1 quarter of land known as the Loweridge place just one mile north of 
the farm now owned by Allen Siewert 

‘After Pauline (married to the late Fred Bertsch) and Mary (married 
to Otto Mactche) hed left home, my mother and T decided to stay on for 
awhile, After T married Leonhard Moench, son of another pioneer family, 
‘my mother stayed on her litle farm for five or six more years, She then 
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went to stay with my brother Relnnolt in the Golden Hill distriet where 
{he stayed for several years. She then decided to make another move and 
fame back to the Hand Hills to the home of her daughter Mary Maetche 
where she resided until her death in 1938, 





nf tr Ping Bah Mary Mate, Mi Emly Moench 
Reinerine Sewer, their mother 





On February Sed, 1914, Leonhard Moench’ and Emelia Siewert 
were matried in the St. Pauls Lutheran Church by Rev. Paul Koehneke. 
We had a farm just one mile west of my mother’s home. We lived in a 
twelve by fourteen home for several years, Then in 1921 we hauled 
Tamber from Stettler by team to build e big five-room house, which 
seemed like a mansion after living in such small quarters for seven years. 
We used to get our supplies from Munson by horse and buggy. The mall 
was obtained from the Congdon Post Office. In the year of 1913 the town 
Of Craigmyle was started which was really welcomed by the pioneer 
families as it meant easier ways of obtaining supplies end not having to 
rive miles and miles for our needs, It also meant e doctor and hospital 
within twelve miles. 

















Fora long time there was no well on this farm and Mrs. Moench recalls 
that water was hauled daily with two horses on a stoncboat. The two 
large barrels had to be filled with a pail from the spring. The cattle were 
driven to the spring to be watered. She remembers, too, when they put 
‘big box on the stoneboat drawn by a single horse, pur all the kids in it 
fand they drove around the fleld while she stooked or drove the binder. 





She remembers travelling to the Land Titles Oifiee in Monson at 
f time when there was no fences or raads. They would peck 2 lunch, 
hitch up the team and buggy and drive across country to Munson to do 
their business 


529 


































Prices were unusually low. In 1917 she says they sold butter for eight 
cents « pound (she made about twenty pounds per weck) and eggs for 
three cents a dozen, She hatched her own chickens—almost a hundred 
each summer, But clothing was cheap, (00, as men's overalls could be 
purchased for $1.25 and ladies’ voile dresses sold at three for $1.00. No 
Fridges graced the farm houses in those days and all perishables were kept 
in the basements. She recalls plucking rhubarb leaves to weap around 
the butter to keep it fresh and cool in transit to town, 








Their two eldest children, Melita and Lydia, died In the time of the 
flu epidemic, and a son died in an isolation ‘ward in the Hanna Hospital 
from searlet fever. The danger of contagion was considered so high at 
that time that he was taken immediately to the cemetery for burial 


‘Among her pleesant memories she remembers driving on the stone: 
boat 10 Galsters on a winter's evening to play dominoes, checkers or cards 
all through the night, They would come home, put the kids to bed, do 
the morning chores and stert another day’s work, 


‘The Martin family lived north of them on the Radke place, The 
children were not allowed t0 go there as they had no sense of time and 
Mrs, Moench felt they were imposing on thelr neighbor's hospitality. One 
afternoon the children sneaked off to Martins while Mrs. Mocnch was 
busy. When choretime came end they still weren't home she rode to 
Martins on horseback and danced the culprits home to the tune of the 
blacksnake. 





‘The Moench boys were noted pranksters and once when Gottlieb 
Bertsch came to visit, the boys jacked the ear up and put blocks under 
the back ale, then hid in the trees to watch the intended dynamic take: 
off, Another time they filled the ruts with rocks after Sorne Peterson 
hhad gone to visit Ed Moench and waited long after dark to. reoelve 
“charge” for “jolt” 

Leonhard Moench retired about seven years before his death on 
July 10, 1959, while Emilia Moench hes made her home in Hanna for 
Some twenty-odd years, The original homestead which is still in the 
Moench family is owned and farmed by the oldest son, Alber. 











The Leonhard Moenchs ad six sons and four daughters, all residing 
in Alberta, They are: 


ALBERT: married Betty Mossop and they live on the farm originally 
owned by Martin Anderson. ‘They have five children, Donald married 
Tene Forrest of Melfort, Saskatchewan. They both teach in the city of 
Galgary where Donald who has his BSc. degree is assistant principal of 
Keeler ‘School in Forest Heights, Douglas farms with his dad in summer 
fand works with selsmile rigs in the winter. He has spent some time in the 
Rainbow Lake area. Doreen completed a secretarial course and is married 
to Zane Veno of Sunnynook. They have a son Duanne and live in Calgary 
Stanley, a grade twelve student who Is at home and Greg at home, 
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BEATRICE: who lives in Craigmyle 


EDWARD: married Annie Sieppert and they reside on the focmer 
E, M, Milligan farm, They have six children: Lily doing clerical work in 
Calgary, Lester at home, Leonhard and (wins Lois and Lyle attending 
school and Lydia at home 











DAVID—(deceased) married Violet ‘Temple. They have four children: 
Bernice (Mrs, Reg Marshall) of Fort St. John, Wayne st home, also 
Teresa and Lori at home 

MARY—married W. Hein and they make their home at Oyen. They 
hhave siv children: Cheryle, Sandra, Patsy, Linda, Shelly and Garth all at 
home 





GUY-married Violet Harding and they reside In Calgary with thelr 

six children: Darlene, Dixie, Randy, twins Glen and Gary and Todd 

‘who attend school in Calgary. Guy ovms Apache Drilling Co. 
ALVINA—married C, Ost and they reside in Calgary. They have 


fen children: Tima, Shirley, Raymond, Roger, Patsy, Betty, Richard 
Rhonda Brenda and Lloyd, 











BENNY—married Louise Robinson and they reside in Edmonton 
with their two children Daryle and: Tracey. 





BULEEN-married L. Layder 
live at Rocky Mountain House 


fand they have one son 1 





erry, They 





WILPRED—amarried Hughina Crocker and they are living on the 
former Adams farm. They have six sons: Kim, Dale, Robin, Darry, Shan- 
rion, and Shane all at home. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED GIBSON 
ay Prius A, MeDonatp 

Frank Gibson homesteaded in the Hand Hills area where he settled 
alter @ short sojourn in Killarney, Manitoba, enroute from Beaverton, 
Ontario. It was at Beaverton that his son, Fred, was born. Mr, Gibson Sr 
established a home for his wife, son and daughter, Hilda, on his homestead 
fulfilled the requirements of proving up; and worked on various railroad 
Inulding crews. His wife passed away in 1913, and was the first lady 10 
he buried ftom the Henna Anglican Church, Harboring a nostalgia for 
the more developed regions of the east, he returned to Easter Canada 
in 1916, leaving the homestead to his son, Fred. Hilda also returned east 
where she met and married Don Clapper, brother of a noted Boston 
Bruin hockey player, Dit Clapper. 

In. 1916 Fred 
death he beesme, 














married Bendina Evenson and from thence until his 
quite effortlesly, one of the most colorful individuals 
in the Hand Hills. His prodigious memory for faces, facts and incidents 
was surpassed only by his ability to converse endlessly with a cigarette 
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dangling untouched by his fingers from the comer of his mouth. His 
fenumnciation was exceptionally clear in spite of restrictions imposed due 
to the aforementioned accomplishment. 


Despite the distance from town Fred never ran out of “terbaccy” 
for he concocted his own, (especially through the depression years), from 
poplar leaves, tea or any other commodity that seemed suggestive of the 
fone potent inaccessible leat 





He was an excellent barber, and was often seen giving his neighbors 
“rim”. When “boyish bobs” were the style many « neighborhood belle 
{besides bis own three blonde daughters) came often to his door to avoid 
the shaggy look. As a visitor he was always welcome, beeause in the days 
fof no phones of no radios, his interesting bulletins on people and events i 
‘were a bain to loneliness 








Fred was one of the original directors of the Club House, who devoted 
a great deal of time and thought to the co-operative enterprises entailed 
thereby. For years on Stampede Day, he directed traff 
the present ticket office, astride his trusty sorrel, performing a difficult 
task with ease and efficiency. Later this was done on foot achieving the 
same unchallenged results | 





Among his fratemal associations were the following: Hanna Lodge 
No. 78 AE & AM, and the Royal Arch Masons. After he moved to Hanna 
in 1953 hhe was employed at the local PFRA and PEAA offices and his 
““eavelling” circles expanded until the name Fred Gibson became legendary 
throughout the special areas, ‘To illustrate his versatility tt should be 
mentioned that he deily kept the meteorological records for the Depart- 
iment of Transport. He also served as bailiff at the local court house until 
the time of his death in 1967 at the age of seventy-three. 
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i wile, who was a very active member of the United Church Ladies’ 
Ad, remembers with pleasure her associations with that group, Tn par 
ticular she laughs now st how hard they worked at the Stampede boot 
hours untimited-—from 4 am, +0 3 a.m, next day). “Oh! We had such 
fan!" he chuckles softly, her eyes @ twinkle, She and Mrs. Peacock always 
‘operated the small booth on the west side of the track in the hours of 
Guplight, Then they literally “moved housekeeping” back to the big booth 
twhtere they worked until the wee small hours, Mrs. Gibson still makes 
her home in Hann 














‘The Gibsons had two sons: 


HUGHIE of Chinook Valley in the Peace River block, 
(Tal) Savage. 


vied Helen 





*, married Marjorie Wren and lives in Calgary. They have 
ghters, Lyne and Marllyn. 





FRANCES hes seemingly made herself indispensible to the Warwick 
family in Hanna, where she still makes her home with Mrs, Beulah 
Warwick 


RUBY, (Mrs. Hugh Wiley), of Calgory. "Their children are Bobby. 
Sendra, and Pamela, 


DOROTHY, (Mrs. Martin Looy), former Hanna Elementary teacher 
row teaches in the city of Calgary, The Looys have two daughters, Ben~ 
fina and Marie, one son, Richard. 











533 


























































| REMEMBER 
‘The “sulphur and mosses" potion that Mathor sired up every spring and 
‘the grit mintore dining othe root of my mouth. Fm sue thet someone In 1 
Plonecr days vented the now popular word, "Yoceech 











tee 





tly 1994, the grasshoppers ate everything at they hopped 
along Farmers got sawdust and mixed poisan wih io spread around the Feds 
ieaidos kling grasshoppers va nea Yatl to Turkoys chickens and bird, whi 

Snaxcoes wae even known toil ene. About the fame time, the army worms 
Iporched ncross the country siviping al wees, gardens, grain and even weeds oF 
Tate foliage, 











tke 





[A msighbour of ours was going to moves swarm of bes wore 
making ‘heir bome’ inthe cde of another family’s home, Ne put on ise 
nding eavipment and protesded to. guiher them, Unfortunately, he hed for 
conen's the ‘eat of his pans, Se he eavsiny eld fhe cnearrenes, 








tee 


{A neighbour, Me Shandora, was doing some plowing for us, Ms dog came 
wih fin fhe dog bring crows tucks Hota Totes hole in our tent which war 
Setup in the yard, Tie'wes more han he hd bargained for se eur eat had Wer 
‘Kinane in thors: ot dng the itrutfon, she clamped her cows onto the dag’t 
‘owe and followed right out through the hols; The dog would nover come ino our 
{yard again: He ivnye wsiod out on th rod for is ma 














tke 





{ives visting, playing Canasta, shang the joyr af eur growing famille, sending 
tur showers and weddings or sharing our staf ot th, fxn of our 
Saorch 












hamptons 
Rosin and, Lerma, McDonald win’ the Grand Chal 





up. in the 
bit the shuet 





‘yes nthe ile 
Sind canlizstion of the ne 











CHAPTER XIIL 


ORGANIZATIONS 
THE EPIPHANY MISSION 


Many do not know or will have forgotten about the First eburch in 
the Hand Hills, 


‘The Church of England obtained five acres of land from Trooper 
Newnan and here in the southeast comer of section 22, township 2, 
a mission house was built! It consisted of one fairly large’ room running 
north and south. On the west side of this two or three more rooms were 
built to serve as living quarters, ‘The rest of the five ecres was used to 
serve as pasture for the minister's horse or horses. So. around the year 
1910 Rev. William Sykes and his assistant, Mr. Hinchelif, opened the 
Epiphany Mission, 














AIf Keay remembers attending the services several times but recalls 
the congregation being very small. He says that nine or ten people were 
considered large congregetion, Some of the other people who attended 
wwere: the Newmans, Becks, Rex Horner, Mr, and Mrs. White and Fred 
Kollers, The mission survived for four or five years, 








After the Mission was closed the Favel family made their home 
there for several years, After Archie Favel left the Hand Hills Alf Keay 
obtained the title of the five acres and the buildings, They were tom 
flown and rebuilt end used when he had the fox farm. Here the freezers 
‘were kept and the mett ground and the fox food mixed. Here, also the 
Foxes were skinned and the hides stretched and seraped. After Af left 
the farm the Brown Brothers obained the building and I think It is now 
serving as a chicken house at Ken Brovsn's. Changed times for the First 
church in the Hand Hills, 








. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HAND HILLS 


Our history of St. Paul's Luthoran Church began with a small 
group of setters in 1919, Among the first members of the congregation 
were the families of Stephen Monch and Bernhard Galster, who. were 
the fist elders. So effective was this meager beginning that God blessed 
these families and this church not only with their children, their children's 
children, but thelr great-grandchildeen and even thelr great-great-geand: 
children ave been and are members of this congregation. 











The congregation had its beginnings deeply rooted in the 
language and German culture, In the year 1935, when the ‘Twenty-Filth 
‘Anniversary. was celebrated, a more detailed history was written tn the 
German language and is now part of the congregational records. In time 
as the children forgot the native tongue of their parents and were assim 
Tated into the culture of their new homeland, the language of their 
fall into disuse 0 that now English is the sole language of the congregation, 
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the St, Paul's Congregation which was organized 
the 





At the beginning of 
in 1910, services were held in the homes of the members. However 
hoses were small and the services were well attended. 





(On occasions when the pastor was unable to attend, Stephen Moench, 
Sr. “a very fine lay minister,” would conduct reading services. He was 
nlso very good at leading in the singing of hymns as there were no 
fongons of pianos in those days. He also conducted some funeral services 
and baptismals in emergencies, Other members who conducted reading | 
services were Joe Kura, and Fred M. Rosin 








‘Malta, Mrs Fred’ M. Rosin, couple helding 
Untnown’ Mite rove! Mrs: WendelonMosneh holding ohn, Mrs. Lous 
Limbrikholding Anne, Uydia Guster, Avgunin’ Gaver, Mrz, Fred Tan, 
Holy Wench” Bete Mooney tre: Ga Schneider, re 

eter eb Miler 














One child of the Engel family passed away, and had to be buried 
fon the homestead somewhere near the gravel pit et Bill Sicppert’s, This 
iH fused much concern for a cemetery. A cemetery committee was elected 
i} tnd Lovis Zimbrick donated one acre of land on the southeast com 
ff section 15-30-16-4, This was registered with the government and ll j 
i burials had t0 be reported. Louis Zimbrick was elected caretaker of the 
| cemetery ground and served this poston until he retired from the farm. 

i ‘The frst buril in the cemetery was Mrs, Chest Bertsch 
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In 1913 members of the congregation were blessed with fairly good 
train crops. They were able to raise a little money to bulld a small 
‘church, This was suevessfully built on the cemetery grounds. 


Rev. Candidate Kochneke, « recent graduate of the seminary, accepted 
the call and came in 1910, He was unmarried. Under Pastor Kochneke 
the congregation was formally organized. He filed on a homestead and 
fa year later was married. He did mission work from Duchess in the south 
as far as Big Valley in the north and did all of this travelling by horse 
‘and buggy or by sleigh. The first confirmation class in the congregation. 
‘consisted of one pupil, Peter Galster, in 1912. The second confirmation 
class in 1914 had five girls; two Moenchs, two Galsters and one Engel 
girl ‘The Moench girls are now Mrs. P. Gelster and Mrs, Ralph Gau 
‘The Galster girls moved away in 1923 and one is now deceased. The 
Engel girl is now living in Calgary 














Aiter a few years Rev. Kochneke followed a call to the U.S. During 
the next year the congregation was served by Viear Hildebrandt, a student 
pastor. The congregation called Rev. J. C. Mueller of Drumbeller, Pastor 
Mueller was a single man, but he, #0, found that “It is not good for a 
man to be alone” and went to the US, to take a wile. Although the 
congregation was invited to his wedding the great distance prevented 
fanyone from attending, 














Pastor Mueller was the frst pastor to own a car, a Model T Ford 
convertible (second hand, of course). He served at St, Paul's congregation 
and the church at Drumheller which was at that time meeting in a 
schoolhouse out in the country. After a few years Rev. Mueller took a 
call to Edmonton and the congregation was served for a short time by 
Rev. Hardt, vacaney pastor from Youngstown, 

Rev, Wians answered God's call to serve this congregation but he 


had heart trouble and couldn't stand the cold weather. Following his 
doctors advice he went to 4 warmer climate 








Alter the short pastorate of Rev. Wians, the congregation sent a 
call again to the Seminary. Rev. Moor accepted the call and came (0 
Hand Hills. He lived with his wife in Drumheller. After sbout year 
Godl blessed them with the gift of a son but in a few weeks it pleased 
the same God to take to eternal rest this young pastor's wife. He shipped 
his wife's body t0 the US. for burial fotending to return and cont 
bis work, He did not return, however, the shock of his loss was too great, 
hhe became ill and dled. 














For a short time Rev. Krueger of Youngstown served as 
pastor but he followed a call so once again the congregation was without 
& shepherd, ‘The Good Shepherd does not leave His flock unattended 
for long, however, and soon Rev. K. F. Wentzel accepted a call to St 
Paul’ At that time St. Mark’s congregation north of Delia indicated a 
desire to be served by a pastor of the Missourl Synod. The Mission Board 
advised the formation of one parish under the care of Rev, Wentzel and 
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arrangements were made for a personage in Craigmyle. Pastor Wentzel 
wwas @ very well-liked man in the parish. 


In 1927 and 1928 thete was considerable Immigration to Canada 
from Germany, Russia, and Romania. A number of families moved into 
the vicinity of this church and south of Delia where Pastor Wentzel 
‘nguntaed a congregation. At the same time, Pastor Wentzel was appointed 
by the Lutheran Immigration Commission to help these immigrants in 
fany way he could, and he gained great confidence among the people 
‘After six years In the perish Rev. Wentzel took a call to North Dakota 


Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit the congregation once again 
sent their call for a pastor. Another candidate was sent to them. Tt was 
the hard. years of the "30s and Rev. Gobel was a poor man but & hard 
tvorker, In 1938 the distrce suggested thet the congregation become sel 

rrting, Bue the erops were poor and the prices were low so the attempt 
failed, He resigned from the ministry in 1934, 

In the same year the congregation called Rev. Phillip Unterschltz 
from the Pesce River country. Pastor Unterschultz had been in the minis 
tuy about four to five years before coming to St, Paul's and was a married 
nan with three children, He was an ardent worker and during his pastorate 
twerything began to pick up. Tt was at this time that the congregation 
Celebrated its twenty-fith anniversary. After serving the congregation for 
fhwo years Pastor Unterschultz took s call to Calgary 














"The parish was vacent for some time until Rev. C. R. Baron arrived 
in the fall of 1996. He, too, came from the north country where he 
hhad labored for a few years after graduation from the seminary. He 
came to the parish a single man but soon married a Drumheller git 
During this time the district tried to divide the parish but the attempt 
failed. Pastor Baron served until 1940, 

Next Rev, Art Goehting came to the parish. He was married and 
had one or two children, Pastor Goehring was a very good pastor and 
the spire in the church members was growing. At this time it was decided 
to have some English services sinee the young people and children no 
onger understood the German language. In T944 che new church building, 
‘which is the present house of worship, was built, Rev. Gochring served 
for six years 

‘The parish then called Rev. Corl Hennig, He had been in the 
ministry for some time and was married with four children. During this 
time things did not go well, The pastor was @ poor man and had a very 
Old car since money for his salary was slow in coming into the church 
treasury. Due 10 @ heart attack he was forced to leave the ministry for 
f time, The congregation was next served by a student pastor, Vietor 
Schroeder, from 1953 10 195 


In 1954 Candidate Joseph Schulte, who had recently been married, 
followed a call to the parish. He lived in Drumheller and under him the 
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am Chat diced by Pastor J. Schule, Baek, row: 
‘Mammal, Dove Mosnch, Elmer Reossler; Relshold Rocio, 
fri Marron, Phyllis 










McDonald, Sth 
‘Moench Eva Galator ond Re 


congregation in that city began to grow considerably. A new church and 
personage was built in Drumbeller, Pastor Schultz formed a choir at 
St. Paul's which was a great pleasure to the congregation and most ce 
tainly pleasing to God. Pastor Schultz served until 1960 





‘Upon departure of Pastor Shut the dst oud eid dvde 
the path and ella pastor to the Drumbller arih and to cll «ask 
to the Craignyle Path. Pastor Conant came 9 Drumbller but the calls 
sent out by the St. Pails congegetion were declind, Durlog thls time 
the congregation was belng served by” Vacancy Pastor Kenneth Putt of 
Calgary. Due tothe sane it was not pusole during ths time t have 
f Sunday Schoo! or Confiation Clas 











Once again the district joined the two parishes and St, Pau 
served by Rev. Conant, But after a few months Pastor Conant 1 
from the ministry. Once again the parish was vacant and. was served by 
Rev, Pott of Calgary. In the fall of 1962 Rev. Darrill D, Sandberg came 
to serve the Drumheller-Craigmyle Parish. 


Rev. D. D. Sandberg followed a call to Califomia, U.S.A. about 
1961 or 1962 then the Drumheller Parish sent a call to the Seminary for 
4 candidate. Rev. Tony Davison accepted the call, served as pestor for 
about three years, then he also followed a call to the States near Chicago 
‘The parish was served by a Vaceney Minister Rev. Nielson from Calgary 
for almost a year. The parish sent out several calls but they. were all 
Aeclined till the last one to Rev, Carl Hennig. He accepted the call God 
‘willing and is now our regular pastor 




















In considering the history of this congregation it would be well to 
pause now and to think back of what has happened these many years. 
‘We must by all reasons be most jubilant and rejoice that the Almighty 
God has been with us all the way and has helped and blessed us, How 
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ver, we must by all means remember that God wants us to be with Him 
and work for Him. There is still much work to be done “while t is still 


day’ 





Former adult members of St, Paul's Lutheran Church we | 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Galster 
Mr. and Mrs, Stephen Moench, Sr. 
Mr. and Mes, Wendelen Moench 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Moench 
Mr. and Mrs, Edward Moench 
Mr. and Mes. Christ Schneider 
Mr. Kessle, Sr. 

Mr, and Mrs, Christ Kessle 

Mr, and Mis, Jeck Kessle 

Me. and Mrs. Christ Buechler 
Mr. and Mes, David Thumblert 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Raessler 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Kura 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brandt 

Mr, and Mrs, John Engel 

Mr. and Mrs, Jake Engel 

Mr, and Mrs. Fred Bertch 

Me. and Mrs. Christ ‘Teske 

Mr. and Mrs. Christ Seuer 

Mr. and Mrs, Reinhold Sauer 
Mr, and Mrs, Henry Sauer 

Mr. and Mrs, Ferdinand Fano 
Mr. and Mrs. Gottsied. Albright 
Mr, and Mrs. John Rosin, Sr. 
Ms, and Mrs, Fred Rosin| 

Mr. and Mrs, Fred M. Rosin 


PRESENT MEMBERS: 
Mr, and Mrs, Peter Galster 

Mr, and Mrs. Reinbart Galster 
Mr. and Mrs, Albert Moench 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Moench 
Mr. and Mrs, Wilfred Moench 
Me. and Mrs. Kenneth Moench 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Moench 
Mr. and Mrs, John Moench 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Redke 

Mr, and Mrs, Albert Rosin 

Mr. and Mes, Dave Karg 
PRESENT CHURCH OFFICERS: 
President: Albert Resin 
Viee-President: Ken Moench 
Secretary: Ben Mammel 
‘Treasurer: Halmet Werner 











Mr. and Mrs, Manuel Jackey f 
Mr. and Mrs, Fred Koch 

Mr, and Mrs. Ringler | 
Mr. and Mrs, Loule Zimbrick | 
Mr. and Mes, Adolph Raessler 

Mr. and Mes, Gusty Neuman 

Mr. and Mrs, Gottried Radke 

Mr. and Mrs, John Kittler 

Mi. and Mrs, August Kautz 

Mr, and Mrs, Fred Stuber, Sr 

Mir. and Mrs, John Gross 

Mr, and Mrs. Gotlieb Gross 

Mr, and Mrs, Robert Gross 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred ‘Thomblert 

Mr, and Mrs. Emil Gross 

Mr. and Mrs, Stephen Moench, J 

Mr, and Mrs, Samuel Mammel 

Mr. and Mrs, Henry Kang 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Radke 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Woelk 

Mr. and Mrs, John Stuber, Jr 

Mr. and Mrs. David Moench 

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Radke 

Mr. and Mes. Arnold Kaun 

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Shopp 





Mr. and Mrs, Reinhold Rosin 
Mr, and Mrs, Christ Wemer 
Mr, and Mrs. Halmat Werner 
Mr. end Mrs, Ben Mammel 
Mr. and Mrs. Normen Rosin 
Mr. and Mrs, Jeck Albright 

Mr. and Mrs, Martin Pasychnyk 
Mr and Mrs, Edward Albright 
Mrs. Annie Gross 

Mrs. Irene Morton 

Mrs, Violet Miligen 


Elders: Walter Radke 
Reinhold Rosin 

Sunday School Superintendent: 
‘Mrs. Ken Moench 








HAND HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH 

by Exwen Mazrenr 

In the years before 1916 several families in the Hand Hills district 
decided 10 meet for worship. At first they met in the homes of Mr. 
fand Mrs, C. Teske, Mr. and Mrs. F. Geetz, Mr. and Mrs. G, Mactche, 
Mr. and Mrs, O. Maetche, Mr. D. Saur and Mr. H. Saur 





These meetings grew too large for the homes so they were moved 
to a new barn that Otto Maetche was building. It had no hay Toft but 
hhad a good roof, Every Sunday the piano was carried from the house to 
the bern. Mrs, Guy Mactche was the pianist. A negro minister by the 
name of Smith, from Edmonton, served the congregation. He was suc- 
ceeded by Mer. Blenert from Leduc and Mr. Huger from Edmonton, 





In 1916 the group deelded to organize the Hand Hills Beptist Church 
‘The constitution was established and Mr. Guy Maetche was appointed 
the first deacon and Mr. D. Saur, secretary. The first members were Mr. 
‘and Mrs. J. Sele, Me. and Mrs, D. Saur, Mr, and Mrs. G. Seur, Mr 
fand Mrs. F. Guetz and Lydia, Mr. and Mrs. G. Mactehe, Me. and Mrs. O. 
Mactehe, Mr. and Mrs. C. Teske, Mr. and Mrs. R. Swertz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Satnikof, Lowise Buch and Mr. Reigler. 





In 1917 Mr, Beinert was the minister. In that year families from 
other communities became interested. ‘These Included Mr. and Mrs, Adolf 
from Richdale ond Mr. and Mrs, Sem Hein from Spondin who had 


The Baptist Church under construction. (One of the wer 
Te'wtanding om his hosd in the foreground 

































































purchased farms north of Craigmyle. Other members who joined in 
that year were Mr. and Mrs C. Ruff, Mr. and Mes. D. Ziemmer, Mr 
and Mrs, S, Holfman and Julius Hoffman 


In 1919 Mr. Michial was appointed deacon and Mr. J. Sielzle became 
secretary 





The group continued to grow and in 1922 it was decided to build 
‘church, Otto Mactche donated an acre of land and everyone volunteered 
to help. Lumber was hauled from Hanna, Working bees were organized, 
the women cooking and the men earpentering 


In March of 1922 Welter Teske, son of Mr. and Mrs. C. Teske, 
died and was the First burial in the cemetery 





Sosee 





t Church, 1932 


‘The church was dedicated in 1923. Rev. Fred Benke officiated at 
this event and he became the fist regular minister. Other ministers that 
Followed him were: Mr, A. Kujath, and Mr. A. Kraemer from Carbon, 
and Mr. G. Shrader from Winnipeg. 

Student ministers also served the church. ‘The first of these was 
John Wienbender from the seminar in Rochester, New York, Others were 
‘Art Wieser, John Miller and Art Zimbleman. 





aptiomal ceremonies being held In Teske’s creak, 1992 
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During the ministry of John Wienbender revival meetings were held 
in a large open air tent that held about five hundred people, Many were 
saved, and several open air baptismal services were held in nearby streams. 
People came from long distances 10 attend these services. Several Sunday 
mornings, Mr. ©, Maciche set out in bis 1928 truck for Richdale to 
transport those who wished to come to the services, 





New families moved Into the district and joined the church. These 
were the Nelners, Karys, Gutches, Raugusts, Guzes, Hochhalders, Jeschkes, 
Swertchovs, Merstacks and Schulers, Each of these families contributed 
sreaily to the growth of the church and helped to make it the centre of 
other activities, 

‘A Sanday School was organized, Mr. Mike Kary end Mr. Samuel 
Hein served faithfully as superintendents. Mr. Kary also preached to the 
congregation when there wes no regular minister 





‘A young people's group was formed. Church picnics were held 
jointly with young people from Carbon, During these occasions there 
were sports events special services and programs festuring talented musical 
groups 

‘These activites were carried on for several years. Ministers such as 
‘Tom Seeley and R. Milbrandt served the church 








However as in many small districts the church began to decline 
Older people retired and moved away; young people went to the cities. 
Also the tragic loss of Mr. and Mrs, Samuel Heln, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hein 
and their two sons resulted in the loss of six dedicated members. Finally 
there were not enough people to keep the church going. Consequently it 
was sold to the Hand Hills United Church orgenizaton, 

Im 1954 a long time landmark was moved from its location, leaving 


only twelve graves to mark the place where so many families’ received 
spirtual enrichment. 





‘THE HAND HILLS UNITED CHURCH 
wurrzey nx Parris A. MeDoxaty 

The earliest services in the Hand Hills were of a remarkably ecument 
cal nature, at families from all denominations came for many miles to 
worship together. ‘Though christening services were sometimes conducted 
uring a minister's home visit and my parents said they sometimes wor 
shipped together in the homes, my earliest recollections were of a service 
in the Elmer School 





Insert shows @ picture taken in 1916 when Rev. Longmire was 
stationed In Craigmyle 

Under the ministry of the Rev. Fred Forster the congregation grew 
ta such proportions that it was necessary to seek the larger accommodation 
of the Club House, A flourishing Sinday School also developed and 


543 




















First Methodist Services holdin Elmer School, 1916 Back row, left 12 tight 

Thompson Wity, Hr Longmiro, Joh Mclean, Mfr, Sack, dv Koay, AIF 

Unknown, Store Lenfesty.Seiond row from backs Mrs. Mason, fds Boel 

Siadys Becky Mrs. Rode, Hts. Merton holding Arihut. Seated ‘Mer 
"a Abipal, ind baby Rado, Mrz. Nason, Mes, Lo 
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reached its zenith under the pastorate of the Rev. R, W. Griffith, (oho 
‘was known to preach a sermon from notes the size of # postage stamp.) 
However this atvangement was not wholly satisfactory as the Sunday ball 
games seemed t0 receive double billing and simultaneous timing with the 
Church serviees. In 1928, Rev. Griffith helped the ladies organize the 
Ladies’ Aid and they decided despite the discouragements of the “dirty 
thirties” to plan a chureh of thelr own. With the assistance of « loan 
from the Boerd of Home Missions they purchased the Lyman School 
and paid Mr, Art Parge to move it to the pre-arranged site. Mr. R. S, 
Congtlon sold the Ladies’ Aid two acres of land for the sum of one dollar 
to be used as a church site, the only clause (orally stipulated) being that 
hho graves were to be dedicated on the property. ‘The original receipt for 
fone dollar is still in the files of the Ladies’ Aid. 

















The following article which was written by the Rev. Fred Chapman, 
tells the story of the dedication so well that we enclose it here in Its 
entirety just as it was published In the United Church Observer in the 
fall of 1933, We quote: 


‘A. NEW CHURCH IN THE HAND HILLS, ALBERTA 
ny Rey, Fru, CitaPaan 
On Tuesday, October 17, 1993, the last perfect day of the Indian 
summer, fourteen miles southeast of the town of Craigmyle, Alberta, near 
n lake which lies in a valley of the Hand Hills, another litte mission 
church was dedicated 





sad 


For some years the congregation has been a part of the Craigmyle 
charge and has met regulaely for worship in the Elmer schoolhouse 


Under the ministry of the Rev. Fred Forster the purpose of ha 
‘church of their own was born, It was taken up enthusiastically by the 
ladies’ Aid Soclety of the congregation, who, during the Rev. RW. 
Grifith’s five-year pastorate, persistently worked with that end in view. 
With the help of « small grant and loan from the Home Mission Boerd 
totalling $300, it became possible to realize their ambition, 





An almost new school building in splendid condition, situated in the 
ried-out area to the southeust, was purchased from the Alberta Govern 
ment, It was moved forty-tico miles to the new site, Two acres of land 
had been given for this purpose by Mr. Congdon, the local muntelpal 
councilor 


‘Then followed many days of strenvous activity on the part of the 
men of the congregation, all rendered willingly and gratuitously. A three 
foot conerete foundation was built, a basement for the furnace was exca: 
vated, and the furnace installed; a pulpit and comfortable seats were 
made, the outside of the building was repainted, a strong fence was 
built aeound the property, and a strip of land prepared 
of tres next summer. A fine organ was kindly presented to the congrege 
tion by Mrs, A. Harvey, of Collingwood, Ontario, 








Then came the day of the church opening. In the afternoon the 
dedication service was held The present minister, the Rev, Fred Chapman, 
presided; assisted by the Rev. F. J. Hartley, B.A., of Hanna, Rev, ‘Thos. 
Powell, D.D., Superintendent of Missions, preached an appropriate and 
inspiring seeman from Ezekiel 47: 9: “Everything shall live whither the 
river cometh,” pointing out the life-giving influence of the Christian 
Church In a community. He then solemnly dedicated the building t the 
service of God. ‘The bountiful chicken supper that followed was unique 
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In that it was served in a cook-car borrowed for the cession. This proving 
to be inadequate to accommodate all the guests, an additional table was 
Iaid in the church itself. A sale of work also added to the day's receipts. 


In the evening Dr. Powell delivered a splendid lecture: “Other People 
We Meet.” full of wit, humor, sound common sense, and inspiration to 
right living, which was greatly enjoyed by a eapacity audience, about two 
hnundeed being present. Rev. F, J. Hartley, B.A., and Rev, J. E. Gebhard 
brought greetings from the Hanna English and German congregations 
Some musical numbers given by local friends were much appreciated. 








‘The building, all told, with furnishings, will cost about $850, in 
addition to all the labor 30 freely given. It will seat about one hundred 
and twenty-five comfortably. The receipts for the day amounted to over 
$60, which is remarkable considering the present financial condition of 
the people, This will meet all bills except the $150 loan from the Home 
Mission Board. ‘This they hope to pay in three years. 





"The opening day of the Hand Hills Lake United Church was a 
reat day, day when the dreams of years were realized, a day of gratitude 
nd rejoicing, This litle church will mean much to our work in the 
Hand Hills 


‘The church grew and flourished, not just in numbers, but in faith 
and diligent projects as well. The loan was pald off and the mortgage 
ivas barned as part of an evening of entertainment in the church; the 
hnighlight of which was a shadow play in which the minister had his 
face lifted 








‘The following is « list of ministers, theological students and laymen 
who have served in the Hand Hills congregetion down through the years 
ts compiled by Mr. Francis A. Lewis (recent lay supply in the Delia 
Craigmyle Pastoral Charge) 








1909-1910 Mr. George A. Keetyls, Student Supply 

1910-1911 Mr, Elmer A, Belknap, Student Supply 

1912-1913 Mr, Francs G. Hustler, Student Supply 

1913-1914 Mr. Albert V. Houghton, Student Supply 

1914-1915 Me. Bernard Richards, Student Supply 

1916-1919 Rev. Ed. Longmire, first ordained minister on Craigmyle 
Charge 

1919-1920. Rev. P. F, Morecombe, Ph.D. 

1920-1924 Rev. Win, Sykes, M.A., B.D. 

1924-1928 Rev. Fred Forster 

1928-1933 Rev. R, W. Griffith, B.A. 

1933-1935 Rev. Fred Chapman 

1935-1987 Rev. H.C. Woods 





‘The Della-Craigmyle Pastoral Charge was formed at this time and 
from that time on the ministers resided in the town of Delia, 
1937-1988 Mr. J. Sorochan, Student Supply 
Me. Stephen Kitchen, Student Supply 
1938-1939 Rev. John S. 
1940-1946 Rev. T. Taylor 
1946-1950 Rev. E, Davidge 
1954-1958 Rev, F. G. Dunsmore 
1958-1961 Mr. Lynn J. H. Turner, Lay Supply 
1961-1963 Rev. Williem Ira MacDonald 
1963-1967 Mr. Alex McClellan, Lay Supply 
1967-1968 Mr, Francis A. Lewis, Lay Supply 
1968- Rev, David Spence 











In the early 1950s, following the evacuation from the Hills of many 
‘of the Baptist congregation, services in that church were discontinued 
Negotiations began to purchase the Baptist Church, and in 1054 services 
‘were held at the old site for some months before moving was accomplished 
by Mr. Parge of Drumheller. Mr, Wendelen Moench was also approached 
tnd a new site was chosen at the comer of the stme quarter. Once again 
the men of the congregation tuned out in force and soon tho building 
was re-established in the new locale, The original church was purchased 
by Mr. Mac Milligan and was renovated into # commodious home, 








The United Chureh congregution in 1935 


‘Twice our church sas rented by Sullivan Lake School Division to be 
used as a classtoom. The first occasion was in 1937 when the first high 
school was opened, under the tutelage of Miss Sue Hungerbuhler. ‘The 
second time was in 1956 when Miss Marian Cameron taught the upper 
lomentary grades there while the new Eimer School was being b 








Probably the most unusual feature of the Hand Hills United 
lies in the fact that no church board had ever been formed during the 
difficult years of establishment and orientation, and that the congregation 
was literally led by the Spirit of God through the inesndescence of the 


sar 






































Ladies’ Aid, On the women lay the burden of buying a building, renovating 
it raising money for maintenance of it, peying the minister's salary, of. 
sranizing the work crews, which year by year insured the continuity of 
the faith; all of which they accepted gladly and graciously as part of their 
labor of Christian love 











Though many ministers often ied to change this method of 
administration, all efforts falled, until the advent of a zealous layman, 
Me. Lynn Turner. He strove with persistent ardor until, in January, 1960, 
the first church board was formed under the chairmanship of Mr. Harry 
Gregg, The initial members of the board included: Mrs. Lome MeDoneld 
steretary, Mr, Vernon Brown, envelope steward, Mr. Douglas Lenfesty, 
property steward, and Mr, Lawrence Morton, Missionary and Maintenance 
Heward. Others who have served on the board are Mr. Raymond Shandera, 
Mrs. Douglas Lenfesty and Me. Merle Morton. ‘The members of the 
session are: Mr. K. Morton, Mes. Lawrence Morton, Mrs. Jack McDonald 
fand Me. Lome MeDonald. ‘Through the joint efforts of the Church Board 
and the Ladies’ Aid the interior of the church was renovated in 1967, 
but the problem of the dwindling congregation and the state of chang: 
within the structure of the United Church proper leaves the congregation 
Tacing the same problem of extinction which has erased the Newburg, 
Frieden and Zion churches from the Hand Hills rural scene 








(Over the years a very active Sunday School flourished. Many of the 
congregation served 5 superintendents including: Mrs. S. Benediet, Mrs 
J Kinninmonth, Me. K. Morton, Mr. D, Wise and Me. J. Morse. 


“Though many christenings, communion services and confirmations 
have taken place in the Hand Hills United Church, there has never been 
a funeral conducted therein, Funerals from this area are conducted either 
in Delia or Craigmyle depending upon the family’s choice of cemetery 
Only one wedding was solemnized therein, that of Mr. and Mrs. Lore 
McDonald, Je, in August, 1945, which was conducted by Rev. Elda 
Daniels, the first lady minister in the province of Alberta 








Often unusual attangements were made down through the years 
to ingure participation by the members of the congregation. One year's 
project was the special family choral presentations. Tt is with nostalgia 
that one recalls Mr. Jack Morse accompanying his trio of daughters, 
Lilien, Irene end Rosella, on the organ and Mrs. Benedict's mellow alto, 
weaving through the bass and tenor tones of her sons while Jean sang 
the lead and played the organ accompaniment. Many years later the 
instrumentals of Charlle Morrison, Stuart Manley, Jim Keay and Lawrence 
Ringrose, the vocal duets of Stuart and Leonard Manley or Stuart and 
Charlie Morrison, added a worshipful overtone to the divine services. The 
‘ecumenicity continued into the forties when the parents of the Lutheran, 
Snelican end Baptist churches often joined the United congregation in 
special Easter and Mother's Day ceremonies where their children par- 
tleipated in. the choral presentations. This spirit was later_ reciprocated 
When the United Church children were welcomed into the Lutheran 
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Vacation Bible School summer classes and Christmas programs. Some of 
cour members were even asked to join the instructional stalf, When Rev 
Schultz formed the St. Paul’s Lutheran Choir a number from the United 
Church were regular attendants at practice and presentations. This strong 
repartee continued by Grace for almost a decade. 


Congregational participation in the Hand Hills, however, reached 
its zenith under the laymanship of Mr. Alex MacLellan. It was necessary 
that Mr. MacLellan be absent each summer continuing bis theological 
studies at Saskatoon, During his absence it became the responsibility of 
the four congregations in the Delia-Craigmyle Pastoral Charye to carry 
fon the summer services. The Hand Hills members met the challenge wi 
‘unprecedented enthusiasm and the only problem was choosing the par 
ticipants from the capable and gifted family groups who responded. 
Again, our Lutheran and Anglican friends became involved in the spiritual 
‘surge which often linked our worshipful endeavors, and rich blessings of 
Christian fellowship amply rewarded ll during the “united” spiritual 
effort. 














Mr, Kingsley Morton is the only original member of the congregation 
who still attends services in the church and his eyes dim as he reminisces 
about the goodness of God's wondrous leading. 


‘THE LADIES AID 
ay Joua Leneesry 
‘The Hand Hills United Chureh Ladies! Aid was organized in 1928 
at the home of Mrs. C. F. White, with Rev. RW. Grifith directing. The 
purpose of the organization: 
44. to deepen the understanding of the church 
, to encourage growth in Christian knowledge, through worship, 
Sunday School and Bible Study 
©. to provide opportunites for fellowship 
4. to provide funds, through givings and acceptable money-raising 
projects 
fe. to develop Christian leadership 
£. to provide common building where in to worship 


‘The following officers were installed forthe term of one year: President, 
Mrs. §. E, Benedict, Treasurer, Mrs. J. Kinninmonth; and Secretary, Mrs, 
F, White. A new election of officers was held each year. The members 
met once a month the year round at members homes, tn alphabetical onder. 
Membership fees were twenty-five cents and monthly dues ten cents 





‘The organization prospered and was enjoyed by all. Services had been 
held in homes in the district, also in the Elmer Schoolhouse for a number 
cof years. Now the Ladies’ Aid began planning for a church building in 
which to worship. 
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Im 1930 when schools In the southern districts were being closed for 
lack of pupils: a few Friends did some scouting around for a seboo! building 
that could be moved and remodelled for a church building, The Lyman 
School, near Pollockvlle, was located and purchased by the Ladies! Aid 
for the price of two hundred and fifty dollars. The moving alone cost 
three hundred dollars. Many days of hard work were put in by the men 
folk preparing the site. Mr. Charles Parge took the contract for moving 
the school, a distance of about forty miles. A lot of neighboring friends 
assisted with horses, wagons and engines. ‘The ladies welcomed the men 
tupon arrival with « hearty lunch and coffee 


Mr, Bill Crawford and Mr. Andy MeAddic made the pulpit and 
Mr, Lorne McDonald Sr, made the benches with the help of friends 








Rev. Griffith was still the minister, The dedication of the church 
took place Oetober 17, 1933. For the event the Ladies’ Ald borrowed Alec 
Phahi’s cook car and served a chicken supper in the car as well as in 
the church building. They cherged thirty-five cents for adults, wenty-five 
tents for children eight ta fifteen years, and fifteen cents Tor children 
tunder eight. Misses Minnie Wise and Lauretta, Peacock sold homemade 
fandy and managed a fish pond. ‘The sumptuous supper was well attended. 
‘When all was cleared away the crowd settled down and enjoyed the 
speaker of the evening, Doctor Thorss Powell Sr. His theme was “The 
People We Meet”, and “Everything shall live, whither the river cometh” 
‘The text was Fzekiel 47:4-10. 


























Hand Hills Lake United church Ladies 
‘Gibson, fr, Het Mrs, Norner, Mes Kinninmonth, Rev. Che 
Front rows Hts: Wire, Mrs. Peseock, Mes, White, Mrs. McDonald, Mrs. Ben 
ra Chapman, Mes: Mors, Mrs Gall 














‘Through most of the hard time years, the members drove horses and 
usually each buggy or sleigh would be loaded up with four or more 
neighborhood women by the time it arrived at the Aid. Sometimes the 
ren went along in the cold weather, but usually the women drove by 
themselves, Although they were capable horsewomen problems still arse. 
Among the situations which seemed catastrophic at the time, but later 
caused many hearty lagghs, was the time that Mrs. Miller was taking 
Short eut around the Hand Hills Lake in early spring. One of her horses 
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broke through the ice crust and mired in the mud. Some hours later, after 
miles of walking for help and much struggling of men end horses, Mrs. 
Miller arrived, undaunted, at the “Ald 


Mrs, Benedict was coming home from the meeting one afternoon 
when her horses took off on a gallop down a steep rocky hill. The tongue 
of the buggy dropped out of the neckyoke, the buggy lunged sideways and 
threw Mrs. Benedict out, The horses ran on without the buggy until they 
were stopped by a gate. Mrs. Benedict walked the mile and a half home, 
slightly the worse for wear, but ready for another meeting next month. 








‘The Ladies’ Aid put on many social events, these included plays, 
usually comedies. These were put on at the Club House, "Mr. Bob” and 
Pullers Fortone” were just two of these. 





One memorable evening was staged in the church Itself when the 
Aid put on a shadow play to reise money. A small light cast a shadow 
of the actors on a white curtain which the audience viewed. A highlight 
fof the evening was the moment when the surgeon, Mrs. Benedict, found 
‘out that the reason the patient (Rev. Fred Chapman) was having head. 
faches wes that his heed contained a number of yards of sermons, all 
‘wadded up, which the ladies proceeded to remove with axes, saws and 
hammers. 














It was always 4 big event to see the new minister and this included 
the summer study replacements, There was some constemation evident 
among the ladies the year that they were waiting patiently at the church 

five minutes past church time—when the new minister (Rev. Sorochan) 
fame whipping over the hill on a Harley-Davidson motorcycle! 








The next year the ladies were happy when they were sent a strikingly 
hhandsome young minister, Mr. Stephen Kitchen. 


‘The Aid had a goodly number of members and all were prompt at: 
tendants, They had apron sales, and put on programs to help pay the 
finances, They hed booth concessions at the Hand Hills Lake Stampodes. 
‘The men made « booth and covered it with willow branches, The girls 
made signs like “We have Pop on Ice”, ete, to help with sales. At the 
1935 Stampede the booth was enlarged. "The ladies had small building 
in which to do the cooking, ete. There was also a small booth on the west 
side of the track with soft drinks, ice cream and candy. The willow shade 
fon the big booth was very adequate until about seven o'clock in the 
fevening, when it began to vain and it rained all night. Everyone was 
drenched, but never # murmur of discouragement. They finally moved 
all stock and equipment into the Club House basement and business went 
‘on, The Aid cleartd one hundred and ninety-five dollars. Every year was 
bigger and better. 








The aid members were constantly thinking of ways and means to 
raise money as they had definite financial responsibilities. Among these 
‘were loans to be repaid, moving of school building, heating system, hymnals, 
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exterior painting, interior decorating, paid share of minister's salary, 
Missionary fund, janitor, insurance, share of manse furnishings, donations 
tw Red Cross, China Relief, Russian Relief, Pensions, Christian Education, 
St, Stephen's College and other local eharides 





The exterior of the church building was never changed, 5t still looked 
like a school, Rather than spend a large amosint of money on remodelling, 
it was decided to purchase the Baptist Church which was vacant and 
available. ‘This was done in 1953. The old building was sold to Mac 
Milligan, The new one was moved to a nev location just one-half mile 
west of the first site. As the new bullding contained pews, the benches were 
sold to the Club House. 








ders, Mrs. White, Phy 
ingrose, Gladys Wilson, Frances Marion, Mt, 
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1-Hand Hills Ladies Aid Foster Child 





Im 1960 « church board was formed within the congregation and the 
Aid was relieved of the responsibility of the ministe’s salary. It was still 
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necessary, however, o keep wp with the fund raising. Some of the projects 
‘were: rug and quilt raffle; rummage sales; stampede booths; catering 10 
‘weddings, dances and sales. One of the main events is the annual talent 
show which Is enjoyed by the young and old, The Ladies’ Aid also sponsor 
f Christmas program and church pene, 








Aid Catena Gul won hy Lara Pocock 
Portland, Maine) foe rene * 





Tin 1961 the Ald decided to support a child through the Poster Parents 
Plan. ‘They were assigned « twelve-year-old gl In the Phillipines. Julieta 
Garcia by name. Her letters were enjoyed and all had satisfaction In the 
project, Julieta married and the support was discontinued, 





Mr. Rex Homer audited the Ladies’ Aid books from the time of its 
beginning until 1948 


In 1967 the Ledics’ Aid made « beautiful centennial quilt which 
was raffled and won by Lauretta Peacock in Portland, Maine. In the 
Same year the Aid provided funds to completely remodel the interior of 
the church, ‘The work was done by the members of the congregation. 


‘The present membership In. the Akl is twelve. Meetings are sill 
hheld every month, dues and fees haven't changed, and the support, spirit 
and enthusiasm is as strong as ever. 
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ladies Aid Brand Quilt (won by Jack Gammie) 


LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
AND SOUTH CRAIGMYLE SNOW PLOW ASSOCIATION 


ny Prren Gaisren aNd Doug Lenvestr 


One of the necessities of & community is transportation. ‘That 
‘was no problem when homesteaders first came in as there were no roads, 
only prairie trails and you could ride or drive a team anywhere, But when 
the setters started to fence thefr rouble started and roadwork 
hhad to be done. Some of the steep hills had to be cut down and coulees 
filled in. The only equipment avallable was a plow and small scrapers 
pulled by two horses. That was very slow, so a larger scraper was obtained, 
falled a fresno. It moved twice as much dirt, took four horses and was 
tnuch harder to handle, It ook a good man to fill and dump it. 











At first there was a local improvement system. ‘Taxes were around 
five dollars per quarter section, but as the country became more populated 
and schools hed to be built, this proved unsatisfactory. ‘The government 
‘advised « municipality system, Hence, Hand Hills Municipality ‘275 
fame. into being, consisting of nine townships, eighteen square miles 
‘There were six councillors, one 95 chairman or reeve; and a secretary 
treasurer. He collected the taxes, kept the books and paid the accounts 
is authorized by the council. ‘The whole country was set up with such 
fn arrangement. It functioned faiely well. Each councillor was in charge 
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of @ township and « half, He was allotted @ certain amount to spend 
fon his district, he could hire youd foremen, buy lumber for culverts, ete 
‘The councit ax a whole could borrow from the bank and repay the loan 
when taxes were collected, 





Several small graders and one or two larger ones were purchased and 
the main roads were graded. Tt was stil done by horses. The only engines 
around were steam engines, they were very expensive to hire and also 
‘Very slow. When gas tractors came in they were put to use. The government 
built bridges in some of the bigger erecks which helped the municipality 
Finencially. After the First World War prices dropped, crops were poor, 
farmers were not able to pay their taxes and as result the municipality 
could not borrow any more from the bank, The government was asked 
for assistance, but it too was in critical shape, The municfpalites folded 
up. The government took over and formed the Special Areas. Their main 
abject wes to try to collect the arrears in taxes and little was done as fer 
fs roads were concemed. Roads were getting worse each year, Bridges 
fand culverts were deteriorating and finally condemned, Farmers we 
putting the pressure on and demanded decent roads by petitions. Only 
femergency work was done, 














‘About the mid-fortes local mectings were called and local road 
improvement associations were formed. A boar consisting of chairman, 
a secretary and a few directors was elected. A small foe was set up to all 
imembers to. pay expenses, Nearly all ratepayers joined and had good co: 
operation. The purpose of the organization was to have local representation 

a better relationship with the Special Areas. It proved quite satisfactory 
to both partes 








Nothing was done by Special Areas as to snow plowing, however. 
Some bad winters, roads were blocked for weeks. A hee was planned and 
fa number of neighbors with teums and shovels opened some roads. A 
Tge V-shaped alfair was built out of lumber to push the snow off the 
road. This was pulled by four or six head of horses and followed by a 
smell road maintainer. The very deep drifts had to be shovelled out by 
hhand. One day there were twenty men and sixteen horses on the go. 
‘They opened the toad from the highway 1o Elmer School in order to 
bring coal out. It was very disheartening after all that work to see it 
Dlow in again due to another storm. It was impossible to keep the entire 
road open, so an attempt was made to keep it open {rom Galster’s to 
the highway. People drove their cars there and left them. Then when 
they wanted to go to town they would take the team to Galster’s. This 
went on for three or four years. 











Alter much Inquiry and discussion the community formed the South 
Creigmyle Snow Plow Association in 1951, Besides the slate of offices 
and board of directors, four men were elected to canvass the district for 
shareholders, Shares were sold at twenty-five dollars each. There was a 
Tange number of donations from businessmen in Hanna and Craigmyle, 
and were appreciated very much, 
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{A front-mount rotary snow plow was purchased for fifteen hundred 
and fifty dollars, and mounted. The first snow plow operator was Lawrence 
Mactehe and very soon the plow was in use and proved successful. It 
‘was soon realized, however, that the tractor did not have sufficient power, 
0-4 push bar was manufactured, The tractor and plow were then pushed 
by « second tractor. This was a great improvement but nearly proved 
disastrous, The push bar buckled under the stain, the rear tractor 
lurched forward sind pinned the operator on the front wractor. He was 
injured, but not seriously. A more sturdy push bar was built for the 
remainder of the term and in later years bigger tractors were used and 
a second one was unnecessary. Insurance, which covers all members, was 
taken out and is still in effect. Operating expenses were derived rom 
yearly assessments, custom work to members and non-members, A grant 
{s also received from the Special Areas. 








‘The planned plowing route was originally thirty-four miles long 
During the first years the snow plow operator had a steady Job all win 
but as the years went by there seemed to be less and less plowing. This 
‘was due to higher elevated roads, more snow fences put up and mostly 
because the winters happened to be lighter. During the past two seasons 
the Special Areas snow plows have been clearing the main roads in this. 
aree and this has helped immensely, 











‘The South Craigmyle Snow Plow Is not put aside, however. As a 
precautionary measure the plow is mounted every fall and ready to do 
Its share, There are several times during the winter when it Is used to 
clear the snow in driveways, or to grain or coal bins, or any blocked road. 

"The snow plow operators during the years have been Lawrence 
Mactche, Eael and Cliford Andrus, Harold Moench, Wilired and Albert 
Moench and Ken Moench. Much credit goes to these men who braved the 
cold and put in many hours of greatly appreciated time. 

‘THE RURAL MAIL 
from notes by Peter Galster 

Communications was of utmost importance in homesteader days, to the 
pioneers who came here from many parts of the world, Europe, England, 
Scotland, Germany, Russia and USA. They all let loved ones and very 
dear friends behind. Sometimes the homesteaders had to live alone for 
‘many months at a time. They became very lonesome and a letter meant 
so much, 


When we came to the Hand Hills in 1908, there was the Hand Hills 
Post Office and store managed by R. S. Congdon. The mail came in from 
Gleichen once a week on Fridays, There were two mail eariers. One brought 
the mail as far as the Dorothy ferry, and the other one picked it up there 
tnd brought it to the post office. 





In the winter time, when the roads were bad, the mail carrier some- 
times did not arrive until close to midnight but the store would be full of 
people waiting for their mail, Mr, Congdon would sort it right away and 
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‘would call out the names. Those that were there would call out “here” 
Everyone wished that his name would be called and there would be many 
happy faces. Although I was pretty young and did not get much mail 1 
waited at the post office many times. T was always happy to get & letter 
for two for my father. 

While the people were waiting for thelr mail, there used to be a lot 
of visiting and joking going on. I remember one dey a fellow was standing 
looking over all the goodies on the shelves and he said to another fellow 
"Wouldn't you like to steal some of those things?” 











The other fellow answered “No, There wouldn't be any fun in that.” 
No? Why not”? 


there are no police in this country.” 





One day a fellow, who was waiting for @ letter from his sweetheart 
in the Old Country, was asked “What are you going to do if you don't get 
4 letter from her tonight?” He answered “Pil go home and read over all 
the old ones, and just wait another week.” 


I remember, very well the man who bought five pounds of tea, He 
called it “double purpose” tea, Fist he used It to make tee. Then he dried 
the tea leaves and smoked them in his pipe, The smoke was also good to 
keep the mosquitoes away. 

Soon after the railroad came to Craigmyle, in 1912, the Hand Hills 
Post Office closed up and was moved a couple of miles to George Morrisons. 
He looked after it for a few years but it was closed up and then the people 
hhad to go to Craigmyle for thelr mail, 

‘Meanwhile the government had opened up @ post office in township 29 
called Lawsonburg, at the Dr, Lawson home, and this remained open ill 
Some time in the 1920's John Henderson was the post master and mail 
carrier for some years, 


[bout this time it became known that the government would be willing 
to establish a rural mail route if there were enough interested. T think it 
required twenty mall boxes (four dollars each) and a suitable route with 
ft limited mileage. So we canvassed the distriet and got the required appl 
Cations signed, The government inspected the route end our plans were 
Fulfilled. The mail route from Craigmyle south is still in operation today 

‘Mr. Innes from Cralgmyle was the post master for many years. Tenders 
were let for mall cartier for this route and Sid Rees was successful in get 
ting the job. He had the job for a long time and was a great help to the 
ponple. Besides carrying the mail he also took cream cans and egg crates. 











Mr, Innes, oF D.G. as he was commonly called, also had a grocery 
store in Craigmyle. D.G.,, at his own expense, made arrangements to have 
frocerles delivered with the mail. The people just phoned in thelr orders 
fo Mr. Innes and they were delivered with the mall. This was a great 
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service especially in the winter when the roads were blocked for cars 
and trucks, Mr, Innes arranged to have them brought out by team which 
‘was a big day's work. Sometimes it was quite a load and It was » forty 
mile trip. Gordon Brooks was on this route tao and so was Guy Maetc 
Many times they didn'e get back to town until near midnight, Many 
people were very grateful for this wonderful service 





Hla Majesty's Royal Mi 


being delivered by Kenneth Newman and Gordon 
rook n 1936 


RURAL TELEPHONE 
ty Ma. Pere Gatsven 





hose early years people depended much more on one another 
There was only one doctor, Dr. Lawson, and no hospitals for 
some time, until after the railroad ceme through. If anyone became sick 
they had to be cated for at home. When the doctor had to be called 
© only way to get word to him was by team or suddlehorse or on. foot 
There were many trips made to neighbors only to find them away and 
another trip would have to be made, So a quicker meens of communication 
was badly needed, 














In 1914 the government was building the main telephone line from 
town to town, from the west, This seemed a good time to apply for @ 
rural line 





Some of the farmers around Craigmyle got together, and King Morton 
wrote to Edmonton for application forms, a petition’ was started with 
fanyone wanting @ phone signing it and the rural Tine was organized. 
Tt was a one wire system, Dr. Crawford, for a small fee, agreed to look 
after a small switchboard as there was more than one line. You could 
fall your neighbors if you wanted enything, or call someone quite far 
faway to make sure they were home before going there. This saved many 
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needless trips and most important of all. you could call the doctor if you 
heeded. him, ‘The phone was especially needed during the influenza 
epidemic of 1918. Hundreds of people were sick, sometimes whole families 
Tpere ill at the same time and the phone was the only way to get help, 
Jan emergency hospital was set up in the United Church in Craigmyle, 


‘This phone was only local and we could only get Craigmyle. Then 
the government started to build rural Tines but the cost of five dollars 
per pole, off the main line was too high for most people. 





‘Then the Graigmyle farmers accepted a new plan, costing five 
dollars, fifteen dollars, and twenty-five dollars depending on how far they 
svere from the main line. The rates, I beliove, were two dollars » month 
and @ small amount wes allowed for our old phones. Now we cou! 
Phone long distance and a government man kept the phones in good 
Funning order: 











‘This worked very well until hard times hit and the people could 
not pay their dues, Although the government let them off for awhile, 
there was a limit and one after another was cut off until I was the only 
fone left on the line south of Craigmyle, The only reason I hung on 
twas on. account of sickness. With only one phone left in the district T 
hhad a few calls to deliver messages and call somebody to the phone. T 
didn't mind whenever It was urgent or someone was sick. 








[As the government could not maintain a line for only one subscriber 
that was soon the end of the system and the lines soon became broken 
fand neglected. T wrote to them and asked if they would sell some of 
the line es T could use it for fencing but they would not agree to this. 
‘They said they would like to sell all of it (line No. 2 and line No. 10 
comprising some thirty of forty miles) to the community and hve them 
rebuild the lines and have « telephone of their own again. They were 
willing to give us a good deal if T would arrange to have an interested 
group meet in Craigmyles they would have a men come out and explain 
things to us. This T di, 





Mr, Munroe, from Calgary, came out and explained the plan to us. 
We were to form « Mutual Company called The Alpha Mutual Telephone 
Company, Craigmyle, We had to give an estimate of about how much 
ofthe line was still standing and they would sell it to the company at the 
fate of thirty-five cents @ pole including brackets end insulators and two 
tents per pound for the wire. The phones were to be seven dollars each 











This was agreeable to us and I was elected chairman. We elected 
divectors and hired a sectetary-treasurer In Craigmyle. We deew up indi 
‘dual notes for each subscriber at seventeen dollars and fifty cents, T think, 
plus the old account owing. So there was a lot of work without pay 
There were lines to move and repair. ‘That was how the present telephone 
syntem came into being and I am happy to say i is still In operation today 
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U.E.A, AND F.U.A. OF THE HAND HILLS 

Under the guidance of Mr. Hugh Brown the UR.A. was organized 
sometime in the 1920s. Mr. Brown was president for quite a few years 
Mr. Peacock and Mr, Brown were candidates to go to a lot of the con 
ventions. Te was very active until in the 1980s at which time the Hand 
Hills U.EA. was discontinued. 

Ie never re-organized until January 21, 1955, when the name was 
then Hand Hills F-U.A. Tt is also sctive in’ conventions, camps, suppers 
serving lunches at auction sales, et 

Here is the list of officials in the Hand Hills through the years 

Presidents: 

Albert Rosin, 1955-1957; Walter Radke, 1958 and 1959; Don Bene 
dict, 1960-1962; Alex Johnson, 1963 and 1964; Reinhold Rosin, 1965 and 
Helmut Werner, 1967 end 1968. 





‘Vice-President: 

Vern Brown, 1955 and 1956; Hardy Galster, 1957; Vern Brown, 
1958-1960; Walter Radke, 1961 and 1962; Reinhold Rosin, 1963 and 1964; 
Heimat Werner, 1965 and 1966; Don Benedict, 1967 and 1968. 

‘Seeretary- Treasurers 

‘Walter Radke, 1955; Dave Moench, 1956-1963; Merle Morton, 1964 
1968, 


ULEA. Co-op Secretary, Violet Moench 1965 and 1966. 





‘THE HAND HILLS HUSTLERS 
ay Pivius A, McDoxaip 

‘The Hand Hills Young People's Group was organized during the 
student ministry of Mr, Stephen Kitchen about the year 1939. Among 
the charter members were the following: Isobel Brown, Lucy, Margaret 
and Mary Moench, Lome and Jack McDonald, Phyilis, Charlie and 
Maude Morton, Elmer Mactehe, Ruby and Dorothy Gibson, Marjorie 
Miller, Ruth Wise and Rosella Morse, to name only a few. Meetings 
‘were usually held in the High School at bi-monthly intervals. The organiz- 
‘tion was completely interdenominational and a wide variety of projects 
were undertaken throughout the decide and a half that the Y.PS. 
Tunetioned. Officials of the Hand Hills Hustlers attended presbytery 
‘meetings in Drumheller, and made every effort to keep abreast of latest 
trends in Young People's work. We had two different crests, the first 
being three Hs in black and gold; the second, 3-H, was royal blue and gol. 
Among the service projects executed were these: ralsing funds to purchase 
the present plano at the Club House; painting the walls, supports, counters 
fand windows in the basement of the Hall, (many not offically affiliated 
joined the painters on this occasion, and some recall Elmer Flett happily 
‘swinging « paint brush along with the rest); purchasing material and 
sewing curtains for the Club House stage, 
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‘The Hustlers chuckle when they remember the three-act plays that 
helped shorten the long, tough winters with rehearsals and presentations 
‘The play wherein Benny Kary and Elmer Mectche dressed as ladies to 
help their roommate get his inheritance still “breaks up” the old. gang. 

In the summer time ball games and wioner roasts were regular events 
The VPS, explored all the Hand Hills beauty spots, such as: Kary's 
clearing, the Congdon groves south of the High School, the lake shore 
south of the Club House, to mention a few, Programs of entertainment 
were always well planned, and singing t accompaniment was often 
‘watted onto the late night breezes. The winter skating perties on Maetche’s 
dam, Moench’s Lake or the Hand Hills Lake all bring back memories of 
those happy “daze”, 


One of the most embitious projects initiated by the Young People's 
group was the publication of a paper called the “Hand Hills Hi-Lights" 
‘The staff who published several editions was as follows: Editors: Charlie 
Morton and Phyllis McDonald, Social: Isobel Brown, Advice to the 
Lovelorn: Alice MeDonald, Jokes and Cartoons: Jack McDonald, Lost 
tnd Found: Hardy Gelster, Cookery: Myra Hunter and Mary Moench, 
Sports: Vernon Brown, Biographies: Elenore Galster and Jean Keay. 





Some of the excerpts are such gems that we feel they are worthy of 
reproduction here. The following Is a sample of a collection of poems 
called, “We, The People”, wherein each member was required to submit 
fan original poem about another member whore name he had drawn, This 
‘one is called “Ode to Jack McDonald”, by Vernon Brows. 


Cowboy Jack to all he is known, 

‘When he's in the saddle, he's right at home. 
South of the lake, thet's where he's at, 

You'll always know him by his big brown hat. 
AE a community helper is in demand, 

You'll find him ready to give a hand. 

To Jack and Buck, his buckskin mare, 

We say, “Good Ick” to a dandy pai. 


The biographies collected by Elenora Galster and Jean Keay may well 
have sown the seeds for the present edition of the “Hand Hills Heritage”. 
Once at a Hallowe'en party Harly Galster won a prize for composing this 
epitaph; “Bom in 1906—Died in 1906—Too litle to stink!” Jack Me- 
Donald's sense of humor was given lots of scope in his joke column as 
this “darb” will illustrate 


“Did_ you ever hear of the three Chinese sisters who didn't get 
married: To Yung Tw, To Dum Tu, and No Yen Tu?" On the more 
serious side, this theme and poem were the closing thoughts in a devo- 
tional prepared by Isobel Brown and published in the Hi-Lights. 1 quote 
“A quotation by Willlom Penn: 1 expect to pass through this life hut 
‘once. If therefore there be any kindness T can show, or any good thing 
Trean do to any fellow being, let me do it now and not defer or neglect 
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it, a8 {shall not pas this way again 
‘God make my life little light, within this world to glow, 
A tiny Mlame that bureth bright wherever I may go. 

Garl make my life a litle staff whereon the weak may rest 

So that what health and strength T have may serve my neighbours bes.” 








perhaps all wisely of all unknowingly, Isobel stated the 
purpose which motivated the Hand Hills Hustlers in their short, march 
through the years. For though the group disbanded, the books were burned, 
find the benk account turned over to the Hand Hills Athletic Association, 
the embers of its ashes still glow in our hears. As we tearfully remember 
f long, majestic parade of members marching down through the Hustlers 
ranks, we feel we can teuly say, “Purpose Accomplished” 





HAND HILLS SPORTS 
by Don Bunenter 


BASEBALL: The first record of organized sport in the district, as 
remembered by Franels Courtney, was a pienie held on July 4, 1910. 


A baseball team was formed with Max Keith president and. George 
Venus secretary-treasurer. ‘The team was comprised of the following. 
players: George Venus, Herman Joberg, Max and Bert Keith, Herman 
Short, Walter Allen, George Morrison, 8. A. Peterson Bert Nimmo and 
Julius Julson, Bert Dawson was later secretary of the team. 








During the fall and winter of 1910-11 two box socials were held at 
body 





the Hand Hills School to raise money for uniforms, « eatcher's mit 
protector and mask. These events drew good crowds and J. C. Trenns 
fs auctioneer proved very elffelent, For one box, sold to Frank Courtney, 
he succerded in getting the price of a dozen baseballs. The needed equlp- 
ment was purchased from Eaton's of Winnipeg. 





‘The baseball club used to practise on the hill northeast of the school 
‘on the property of Harry Broadbent, who also acted as scorckeeper with 
the help of Mrs. Herman Joberg. Harty Byers was a very capable umpire 
and in his earlier years was also a very good ball player. The DeMott 
brothers from Michich? were very good bell players and played in the 
district some twenty years. Franels cannot remember whether this original 
team ever lost a game. They played at Munson, Big Velley and Lillico. 





Bert Keith was an outstanding pitcher, Tom DeMort was equally as 
good behind the bat as he was beside the plate with the bat. Herman 
oberg held down second base and his base running was terrific, Max 
Keith et shortstop position cut off many s potential run at first base 
Herman Short played first with « very classy style and could get on first 
with amazing regularity. George Venus was @ power hitter who played 
third hase, Walter Allen hed @ powerful right arm end while not « sure 
hitter did connect with some long ones. The oldtimers still tell of the 
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time at the Munson Sports Day when the game was held up for 15 
‘minutes while the outfielders searched for a ball that Walter Allen had 
hit to the river (slight exaggeration thinks Francis) 





‘The team had nice grey uniforms trimmed with a big red HLH, on 
the front of the shirts, and they later built a diamond on the northwest 
comer of Bred MeFedden’s farm. 

In 1914 the team dissolved due to pressure of work, and probebly 
also due to the start of World War I 


During the dusty thirties people began to congregate at the Club 
House after church on Sundays and baseball began, a revival that took 
several years t0 gain momentum. 





Some players and umpires had w be coaxed to take part; the playing 
field was full of burnouts, gopher holes, and long grass, but the enthusiasm 
grew and finally pick-up baseball gomes were being played almost every 
Sunday that the weather was decent at the Hand Hills Club 





Any boy that had a glove was certain to make the team, and both 
sides used the same equipment, although the outfielders generally had to 
catch barchanded. Some of the girls who played on these pick-up teams 
frequently were: Ruth and Pat McDonald, Phyllis Morton, Annie Bertsch 
and Orlo Flett. When Lawrence Morton caught, he frequently did so 
Without the mask which was il fitting. The bells were resown with waxed 
hhamess thread to get as much mileage out of them as possible, and young 
batters were always taught to hold the trademark up before swinging a= 
‘broken bat was a small catastrophe. There emerged finally a couple of 
heavy old Louisville Slugger bets that no one eould break, and very few 
batters wished to use because of their weight, but often they were the only 
‘nes that were completely sound, 








About this time baseball was also being played by a group that 
called themselves the Red Jackets. The regular players were composed 
mostly of Rosins, Kelms and Kargs, and they practised at the Elmer sco 
‘The Hend Hills School had another team of which some of the players 
were Hermen and Fllis Joburg, Francis Courtney, Amold Venus. George 
town School also had a group of basoball enthusiasts composed of Mar- 
shalls, Proudfoots, Bertschs and others. 


Fred Bertsch, an erdent bell fan, volunteered his cow pasture for a 
diamond and soon this was the regular location for the Sunday afternoon 
games. The outlield sloped towards a slough and a fly ball that got by 
the outflelders was usually « home run, 





Ie was inevitable that Hend Hills and Georgetown would start playing 
cach other and for several years the two teams held contests at one place 
for the other most every Sunday afternoon. No one will ever forget 
Georgetown's hurler, Andy Proudfoot. When his curves went wild, it 
‘was not safe within ten feet of the plate, No one was ever hurt seriously 
































































although many feared for thelr lives, Ed Zarbuek end Chris Bertsch also 
served on the mound for Georgetown, 

For a short while ball games were held in Billy Millard’s pasture, 
so the games could get started immediately after church. Later they were 
held in-a slough just west of Reinhold Rosin’ farm. 


In 





144 a hardball league comprising Hand Hills, Scapa, Hanna, 
Delia, Endiang and Craigmyle was formed. The Hand Hills boys coached 
by Francis Courtney and Albert Rosin enjoyed several years of good bal 
Lawrence Wells, as catcher and part-time manager, was the oldest player 
fon the team and was a real standout in his pink uniform acquired from 
fin earlier league 





ie Lorne We 
‘homblor Re 
mn Moench, Dan Welle snd Henry Kara 





In 1950 the Hand Hills played in a sixteen team tournament in Delia 
‘on July 1. The final game against Wayne was a real thriller, and Herb 
Radke on the mound for Hand Hills made his fast bell really. smoke. 
Reinhold Rosin, the catcher, had a sore hand for a week afterwards. As 
the sun neared the horizon a thubarb arose as to whether the third 
baseman had to play inside the diamond. He was playing just outside to 
avoid looking directly into the sun. The umpire finally ruled the player 
‘must stay inthe diamond. ‘The game was soon called on account of 
darkness and Wayne was ahead by the score of three to two, ‘The Hand 
Hills boys felt they had played well in spite of the loss 
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Some of the players who wore Hand Hills uniforms while they were 
in the Highway Nine League were; Lawrence and Elmer Maetche, Sam, 
Fred and Albert Kelm, Lome and Keith McDonald, Vern Brown, Alfred 
Thumblert, Vin Howard, Cecil Mayberry, Don Benedict, Reinhold and 
Lawrence Rosin, Herb and Emil Radke, Helmut Werner, Clerence Grau: 
‘mann, Billy Cooper, Billy O'Nell, Email Miller, Emil Litke, Jack Korg, 
Lawrence Wells, Ed Zarbuek, Vie Mewger, John Findlay, Charlie, Law- 
rence and Merle Morton, Jim Quashnick, Morris Beck, Harold and Don 
Moendh, Dick Shoults, Leonard Harrison. 











Helmut Wemer still pitches ball for Victor in a league north of 
here and also hits long balls for the team. 


SOFTBALL: Softball was played some during the thirties with the 
‘outscam ball which could be made to curve two fect in any direction 
when pitched into a heedwind but {¢ was not until around 1959 that @ 
Teague was formed called the Bullpond Fastbell League comprising three 
Hanna teams; Kinsmen, Elks and Legion, Homestead Coulee, Squate Deel, 
Hand Hills, Hudson Bay and Bullpond, ‘This league has operated up t0 
the present time with several changes in the teams. Hand Hills dropped 
tout in 1968, Some of the Hand Hills players were Lyle and Allan Howard, 
Tome, Lynn end Lannie MeDonald, Glenn Benedict, Vern Brown, Helmut 
Werner, Morris Beck, Wes, Stan and Larry Rosin. Ben Melvin and Alf 
Greumenn, Emil and Reg Radke, John Leniuk, Raymond Sieppert, Lome 
‘Tilden and Jim Quashnick, 





For many years Hand Hills had two very good umpires who were 
called on to officiate at all the local games and many in the surrounding 
Aistries. Val Gobel was perhaps the more efficent of the two, but Herman 
Joberg was the one who succeeded in clowning his way out of an explosive 
Stuation. Tf he felt a game was getting too tense; he would manage or 
pretend to get hit by & tick or foul ball; then he would stagger around 
fra elle, fall down on his back, kick convalsively for awhile and when 
the crowd had softened up a bit he would get unsteadily back on his 
feet, wobble up to the plate and yell play ball, certain that the fans were 
in a better humor than before he went into his litte act, 








Reinhold Rosin has in recent years attended umpire schools and 
hhas officiated at many softall games in the district. 


HOCKEY: Hockey was played on the Hand Hills Lake as soon as 
there were enough settlers around to make it possible, Jack Miller, who 
hhad played with the Renfrew Millionaires ageinst Ottawa, the Stanley Cup 
champions in a memorable game in 1910 when they had drubbed Ottawa 
Severely and everyone including the goalie hed scored: was the locel sports 
hero. Jack spent several winters playing for Edmonton after he had 
stablished a ranch in the Hand Hills. His brother, Mel Miller and 
‘Oscar Murdock, were two very good hockey players in the ear! 


565 



















































During the thirties the second generation was coming of age and 
the local boys started playing a litle hockey. Everyone scemed sble to 
serounge or borrow a pait of skates and a stick of sorts but for several 
years, due to the scarcity of money, other equipment was sparse and varied 
Piceas of folt or catalogues held in place by rubber rings cut from three 
‘and one half inch car tubes were usvally used to protect the shins, and 
sweat pad with belt loop sown on made acceptable protection for the hip 
trea. Shoulder guards were considered to be unnecessary end overalls 
were the standard hockey pants. 














During this early stage of development Sunday afternoon games were 
played regularly on Thumblert’s dem or on the Hand Hills Lake if ie was 
‘more suitable. Quite often the East played the West and the dividing line 
lepended on where it was needed to keep the teams more or Tess even. 
‘These contests were taken quite seriously, the rules were argued, fnot always 
observed, and some of your best friends had chips on their shoulders 
fand fire’ in their eyes before the game was completed. The trip home, 
while the sun disappeared and the sweat dried on your back, was usually 











In a few yours the local boys became tired of playing each other 
with the inevitable disagreements and. started playing neighboring com- 
‘munities. Elmer Flet,, the oldest boy in the group, took charge and 
arranged for games with Watts, Verdant Valley, Fianegan, Dorothy, Parr, 
Graigmyle, Delia, Youngstown, Crocus Plains, Scofield, Michichi, Fish 
Lake and others, He had to ride fourteen miles, round trip, to let the 
East boys know of arrangements as they had no phones, but he nev 
complained much. He enjoyed a hockey game as much as he did» horse 
race and when he told you of a coming contest with « neighboring 
community his eyes lt up and he laughed in antielpation. 








One such game on Thumbler’s dem, against Watts, resulted In a 
broken leg for ‘Ted Quashnick. Many tmet while having lunch after 
4 game, someone's feet, that had been numb end partly frozen, would 
revive and that unfortunate one would have to jump eround to case 
the pain while both teams applauded, 





Transportation to these games was sometimes in cutter or Bennett 
bugay; many times in a rosdsier or rumble seat of a similar vehicle (this 
rumble seet on the ears was dusty, cold and miserable at any speed over 
fifteen miles per hour); or sometimes in the back of a 1927 Chev sruck, 
fone of which was owned by the Maciches and one by the Metts. The 
players and hockey gear were jammed into a space about the size of a 
fod single bod with a tarpaulin spread over the top. Feet went to sleep 
and shoulders got eold, but everyone enjoyed the ride 





Sometime during the early forties Hand Hills played a game in the 
Drumheller arena against the Rink Rats. The ice was fast and playing in 
an enclosed rene was heady stuff; the same arena in which the Bentley 
brothers were playing with such skill. From then on one geme each year 


566 

















was played in Drumbeller; hey never quite managed to win one there, 
Dut they did give It a good college try. A sti bodycheck would send 
some of the boys spinning, and a rush on goal was often not stopped unt 
they hit the boards behind the goal, but they were Improving. In. the 
fall of 1944 when the community, headed by Francis Courtney, built « 
rink just east of the Club House, the local boys were able to have a few 
practices on good ice and every year saw a litle more finesse in the hockey. 











Hockey about 1940. Hand Hills fam af old Hanna open ar rink « 
Us Eimer, Orval and Dale Flot, Lawrence Maciche, van Long, Eimer 
He. candi McBoneld, Don Benedict, Lemme McDonald, Ceci Mayberry: Knee. 
eerisild end Leonard’ Harrison, sack McDonald, Vincant Howard 








(One memorable geme between Crocus Plains and Hand Hills slmost 
tumed fnto a riot as relatives and friends squared off against each other 
and spectators swarmed onto the Ie. 


(One Sunday the Hand Hills boys arrived in Michicht for a scheduled 
game only to find an empty rink with snow piled high on the ice. The 
Michichi players had decided the weather was too cold for hockey. After 
few phone calls their team did come out, although a bit grudgingly. 
‘The snow was shovelled off and the game was played. Joe DeMott seid 
his cows wouldn't even come out to water. 


In 1951 Ken Tory arranged an énvitetional tournament for the sur 
rounding district on the opening day of the new Hanna arena. Bight 
feams (cok part and Hend Hills emerged the winners with three shutouts 
to their credit, Ben Mohn, Endiang’s goalic, nearly lost the sight of one 
tye when a sliver from a stick entered It, but he did recover completely 
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Ken Tory also helped to organize « four-team league of Hand Hills 
Brones, Scapa Wildeats, Delia Legionnaites and Hanna C.N.Rs and for 
several years this hockey league overshadowed all other forms of enter~ 
(ainment in the Hand Hills. ‘The players’ wives and girlfriends were real 
vociferous and at least one had 10 be ejected for the arena for uncouth 
Dehaviour. A loose dental plate landed in the players box one evening 
when a lady yelled for her team to go. The Brones acquired set of 
sweaters, socks, and black pants, a few more pads, also better skates and 
really went for this game in earnest. Mrs. Courtney kept the socks and 
sweaters darned and Francls spent a lot of time repaicing equipment and 
rounding up players, 








Dale Fiett was the player whom the opposition tried desperately 10 
keep away from their goal, and although his skating left much to be desired 
his uncanny acevracy with the puck amazed everyone. He was also the 
league's bed boy and many an opposition fan came to the game for the 
sole purpose of yelling at Dale, ‘The Hand Hills fans went to most of 
the games in which their cub took part and when it eame to the playoffs 
there was seldom a light burning on the west side of the lake, 





In 1953 and again in 1957 the Hand Hills boys were successful in 
winning the Herb MeCrea trophy, beating out their arch rivals, CNR 
in 1953; and in 1957 they defeated the Hanna Juniors in the final minutes 
ff a tie game when Jerry Beach took a pensity and Lome McDonald 
scored on a power play. 








1957 Highway 9 Cham 
Back row: Helmut Werner, Roger Peorsan, luck McDonald, Middle rows, Erle 
Gromsta, iter Ver "Francs Cauriney, Kieth John, 
Braumburgor, Mis. Franc Courinoy, Jim Wat, Den Mahl. Fant row: Fred Cour 
‘ey, Bll Courtney, Bon Benedic, Mike ‘Anderson, Lorne MeDencidy Lawrence 
Racehe,tloyd Hagen 
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‘The starting forward line of the coach (Francis Courtney) was the 
Kraut line of Keith MeDonald, Lawrence Mactche and Elmer Maciche 
They played together for many yeurs and learned to anticipate each 


“The following is « lst of some of the players who wore Hand Hilly 
colors over a 30-year period from 1930-1960: Jack Miller St. and Jr. 
Elmer, Marvin, Orval and Dale Flett, Harold, Albert, Leonard, Walter 
and Clarence Herron, Lore, Jack and Keith McDonald, Roland, Don 
‘and Frank Benedict, Elmer and Lawrence Mactche, Bill and. Fred 
Courtney, Elmer and Danny Mobl, Frank McFadden, Vin Howard, 
Robert Rowden, Reinhold, Lawrence and Ivan Resin, John Findlay 
Jim Bachynski, Lawrence Pregitzer, Lloyd Hagen, Mike Anderson, Keith 
Johnson, Joe DeMott, Aled Thumblert, Cell Mayberry, George Nelner 
Verne Brown, Roger Pierson, Keith Hughes, Ken Kinnon, Frank Me- 
Lellan, Helmut Werner, Johnny Vierboom, Don Moench, Merle Morton, 
John Baxendale, Ivan Long, Billy Greer, ‘Mac Sinclair, Jim Quashnick 
Ken Flater, Clarence and Ernie Grauman, John Bolin, Hogen and Braun: 
berger. Coaches over the years included J. J. Mille, E, Flett, F. Courtney. 
and J. MeDonald. 


Hand Hills also had a junior team that we called the Colts. They 
did most of their practising on ice at the Elmer schoot and played most 
of their games in Hanna on artifical ie. These contests with the Hanna 
rink rats were hilarious affairs and enjoyed by everyone, 


FOOTBALL: Football had its heyday at the club in the eaely 
twenties soon after the Relsbecks moved into the country. For awhile 
local games were played between the Horse Track end Hand Hills, and 
later a five team league was formed with Hanna, Hand Hill, Heart Lake, 

immerhill and Lone Butte participating, One game between Hanna 
fend Hand Hills resulted in a broken log for Jack Morse of the Hills when 
hhe and Dr. Baxendale both kicked at the ball at the seme time. Some of 
the Hand Hills players were Mel Miller in goal, L,, G. and D. Raisbeck, 
J. Miller, J. Day, J. Ringrose, D. Flavell, B. Nimmo, A. Oke and J. Mors. 


























BOXING: Boxing was never practised at the club but several bouts 
were held there that are worthy of note, About 1980 in the evening after 
the stampede a bout was held in the curling rink which featured Art 
Reuteman (boxing name Art Ruddy) versus Fred Morse. The names of 
the other contestants are not known 


Another bout in the fall of 1930 saw several local lads participating: 
mong them were Vin Howard vs. Roland Benedict, Ralph Flett vs. Jimmy 
Francis, Mex Witty and Elis Joburg. Herman Joburg and Sherwood 
Benedict also went a couple rounds despite their yeas 


In the fall of 1931 another bout was held at the Club House with 
‘Art Reuteman vs. Kenny, Pete Kennedy vs. George Smith and Clarence 
Blaney vs, Relph Grover, 
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‘The last bout held at the Club House was staged in 1946, by the 
Al lab, in the new hockey arena, Packy Pahl volunteered his ser 
vives as releree, and he remarked afterwards that you would not find 
better bouts anywhere in Canada, The following is a list of the parti! 
pants and Packy declared them all draws; Leonard Harrison vs. Edie 
Mobil, Walter Harrison vs. Helmut Werner, Bill Fano vs. Kenny Wells 
and Clarence Harrison vs. Allie Millard. Pecky Pahl also boxed three 
Cxhibition rounds against yours truly who had een promised he would 
not get hurt 











CURLING: Curling was an instant success in 1926 when the rink 
was built at the Club House. Two sheets of ice were kept in good repair 
tind many local farmers spent more time at the rink than at home. In 
1927 a Hand Hills rink composed of Ernie Peacock (skip), Alf Keay, Bill 
Millard end Jack Edwards took first pre at the Hanna bonspiel, In the 
same year at the local bonsplel held in the rink west of the Club House 
four local ladies won top honors in the women's division. They were 
Mrs. Day Lenfesty, Mrs. J. J. Miller, Mrs. Rex Homer and Mrs 
White 











Curling benspiel winners at Hand Mille Lake in 1927: Mes, Day Lonfosty, Mrs. J 
Silene: R. Horner and Wes. White 


BASKETBALL —Baskerball as told by Gladys (Peacock) Wilson, 
Basketball of « sort was played in the Club House around 1923 by 
many eager athletes who understood the purpose of the game but not 
the rules, Gradually the game progressed to where most of the rules were 
observed and by 1926 a girls’ team emerged that was seldom beaten 
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mer Flett coached the team that consisted 
cenire, Orlo Flett, Rene Briggs and Lauretta Pe 
Flett (captain) and Gladys Peacock forwards, Evelyn Cudmore sometimes 
played as a spare and later some of the younger girls such as Muriel 
Miller, Dinah Clark, Francis Peacock, Lillian Lalferty, Ruth MeDonald 
also took part, They usually practised against boys, which improved their 
ome a5 they hed to play their best to keep up. Thelt uniforms we 
made by thelr mothers and an HH. on the back of their blouses was 
sometimes translated as hard bites, 


f Willene Miller at 
k on defence, Olive 























‘They played Lone Butt 
few times without being be 
Gem 


Rosedale and Drumheller teams quite a 
n and won a basketball tournement at the 
de. In 1929 when their ball was stolen they determined to 
eam money for another one by taking part in a basketball tournament 
fat Coronation, Mr. Beaoock took them up in his truck and they bea 
the big Swede girls from Veteran, but had to be satisfied with second 
money because the Forestburg team of nutses and teachers were too much 
for them. One game had to be held up for several minutes while Orlo 
Flett rode one of her father’s horses in a race. The day was a succes. 
‘The twenty-five dollars of second money pald for a new ball, end they 











illo, irene 
ch 


mn Cudmore, Ori lett; Laurea Peseock, Gladys 





st 





































































njoyed a nice outing. A mean Tooking bulldog almost seared the girls 
tout the back of their tent at dinnertime when he gave a big sniff at 
the front door. 





Eorron’s Novi: ‘The men also played basketball but never attained 
the same fame that the girls enjoyed 


Athletics in the hills were sometimes crude end hilarious; as when 
young fellows took up the game of hockey without first leerning the art 
Bf skating: but the enjoyment of the participants did not suffer and Uke 
fin amateur rodeo the mistakes of the players were enjoyed to no end by 
the crowd 





One baseball game at Seapa on July first, between Hand Hills Juniors 
and Scapa Juniors, was a good illustation of what could occur, Several 
Ol the Hand Hills players had never played « game of baseball belore, so 
they had no real chence of winning despite their good battery of Helmut 
Werner and Ken Wells, 


In the second inning Hand Hills got two boys on base however, 
and John Boettcher hit # grounder to shortstop. Everyone heaved a sigh 
Of relief when all runners got to their places, however, John did not stop 
ft firse but he stole second foreing the runner on second to leave so the 
‘one on third stole home. Another sigh of relief from the coaches as no 
fone got put out but Jobn still didn’t stop. He kept right on to third and 
forced the boy on third to evacuate that haven. While the crowd screamed 
that boy also managed to reach home safely. John hesitated momentarily at 
third and then ran for home himself, He got into a hot box, but beceuse 
the Scape team sas slightly demoralized they threw wild’ and he ran 
home standing up. 


‘Those were the only runs the Hand Hills boys gained in the game 
and they were beaten by the Seapa Squad by a lopsided score, but ball 
fans will probably never sce a more determined end lucky base running 
‘lfort than that one put on by John Boettcher. 


LET THERE BE LIGHT 
ny Vic Mont 


On the afternoon of April 20, 1954, the first general meeting of 
farmers from both sides of the Hand Hills Lake was held, relative to 
rural electrification, Some preliminary work had been done prior to this 
with regard to srousing Interest in the entire community. Bill Lennon, 
Rural Supervisor for Farm Eleetriy, from the Drumheller office, was 
present at the April twentieth meeting 


Interest ran high and the first executive board was elected. ‘Those on 
the first board were Ed Gall, V. Mobl, A. Moench, Day Lenfesty, R. Rosin, 
B. Mammel, C. Hart, C. Dieter and C. Raugust, The organization beeame 
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registered under the Co-op Activities Branch of the Department of Industry 
te Development and was known as the Hand Hills Rural Elecwification 
‘Association Limited. The purpose was fo construct farmer-owned electrical 
transmission lines and to supply electrical energy—at cost 


FINANCING: Although the wansmission Hines are farmer owned, 
the Alberta Government instituted various plans by which such » project 
ould be Financed. In 1945 the fir of such plans became aveilable to 
farmers, This was known as the Guarantee Act, Tt required the farmers 
to pay cash, one half the cost of the linee—the government thereby loaning 
the other hall. In 1953, just prior to the organizing of The Hand Hills 
Rural Electrification Association Limited, the Revolving Fund Act came 
into being, This required only a fifteen per cent down payment, ten years 
to pay the balance at three and one-half per cent, In addition, « land lien 
twat required against the querter of land upon which the farmstead was 
Hiuated. Later the fifteen per cent down payment was reduced 10 merely 
aa down payment of one hundred dollars, Also leter, the Long Term Act 
became available. ‘This spread the loan secured by the farmer over a 
twenty-fiveyeer period—also at three end one-half per cent. 


























‘To date the actual active membership is lower due to farms changing 
hands. For the most pert farm installations have been taken over in the 
process of expansion, thereby leaving some yard installations idle for the 
time being. This indicates a general trend—farms are getting larger. 


‘The area covered by the Hand Hills Rural Electrifiation Association 
Limited Is approximately sixteen townships 


DIRECTORS: In eddition 10 the original exec 
the following heve served on the Board of Directors at some time during 
the past fourtcen years: Dick Gall, Herb Raugust, Clarence Wilson, Don 
Benedict, Mark Lenfesty, Herb Siewert, and Earl Andrus 





Presently, the Board of Directors comprises V. Gobel—Presidents V. 
Mohi—Secretary, with the following as directors: F. C. Courmey, F. 
Burgemester, N. Alspach, V. Brown, R. Cruickshank, A. Moench, A. 
Johnson, 


CONCLUSION: Let us reminisce, bearing in mind a few thoughts 
which Mr. Webber left with us from ‘his visit to our meeting, “Let us 
Tecall the days of the individuelly-owned light plant and the windcharger. 
‘At one time one hundred kilowatt hours was the average monthly power 
consumption, Now it has more than tripled itself since rural eletrifiation 
hhas come into being, Let us Took out across the country now, of an 
evening, and see the lights twinkle, the proud and busy farm wife on an 
fequal with her urban sister, On the farmstead itsl, electricity has become 
necessity, as many of the farmers realize, It is inconceivable to anyone 
Sho has used power to operate a farmstead, to attempt to do without this 
highly essential service. This community as so many others should well 
be proud of the end result, Praise should go to all the clected directors 
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who have unselfishly given of thelr time to bring about rural electrification 
in this area. The end of rural electrification isin sight in Alberta. Nearly 
‘every district in which it has been possible to bring power is electrified 
Even the fringe areas have mede use of all the finenclal aid available 
through the goverament’s various plans.” 


‘The Hund Hills Rural Electrification Association Limited can traly 
look back upon this project and say with saistaction—“WELI. DONE, 











Forrox's Nore: Ed Gall and Vie Mohl spent considerable time talking 
to farmers in the district, and selling the power proposition to them before 
the first meeting was held. 


THANKS fo AL THe ProNEERS 
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{CARRY ON, SONS AND DAUGHTERS! 
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DEDICATION 
sy Junta Lenresty 


We proudly present our “Hand Hills Heritage” — 
a history of pioneers who came from every land and 
from every walk of lije to this land of promise. Pio- 
neers, who, with a wealth of inexperience, battled the 
elements; enduring heartaches, loneliness and despair 
Pioneers who had the strength, courage and fortitude 
to withstand the hardships with the sweat from their 
bodies and prayers from their hearts. Pioneers who are 
going quickly, or gone—gone as surely as we ourselves 
shall shortly be gone, one generation vanishing after 
another. 


In writing this book we have made a modest 
attempt to record their thoughts, their desires and their 
deeds. Their perserverence has left us a wonderful heri- 
tage, one of which we should be proud. 


It is with great honour we dedicate this book to the 
future generations in loving memory of the pioneers. 

















TABLE OF CONTENTS 


PAGE 
Dedication ii 
Map of the Area vi 
Foreword v 
CHAPTER 
1, Warrior of the Hills 1 
2. The Hand Hills Lake Club 7 
3. Elmer 37 
4, Alpha 137 
5. Hand Hills 169 
6. Blair 261 
7. Lawsonburg P 308 
8, Horse Track & Fish Lake 375 
9, Dalkeith 391 
10. Parr aul 
LL. Hand Hills Lake 441 
12. Rocky Hill 503 
13, Organizations 535 
Thanks to all the Pioneers 574 
Index 515 





The symbols used on the maps in Hand Hills Heritage are as fallows: 


seo YY crown tand chuck 
®© Shoot Lond (Bl cub Howe H see 
@ wrens soy co ®© ron once @ seh Afrean Sern 


See District Maps 

















TO THE READER 


We are deeply grateful to all who helped with this book in any way 
We wish to express our appreciation to those who sent in personal stories, 
those who gathered information by countless interviews, to those who 
helped with writing and proofreading, and to the typists, artist, and 
cartographer, Without their help the publication of this book would have 
been impossible. Some of the information may not be accurate, as it has 
been taken from stories that have been handed down, We deeply regret 
and apologize for any factual errors or omissions. The articles have been 
written to the best of our knowledge and ability. 


‘The Book Committee: 


Mr. and Mrs. Don Benedict 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Lenfesty 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Moench 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Howard 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack McDonald 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Morton 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Courtney 
Mr. and Mrs. Reinhold Rosin 
Mr. and Mrs. Lorne McDonald 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Johnson 
Mr, and Mrs. Ed Bell 


Sponsored by the Hand Hills Lake Club 


Proof readers: Rosanna Lenfesty 
Betty Maetche 
Elmer Maetche 
Frances Courtney 
Evelyn Dieter 


Cartographer: Dixie Hodgson 





Artist: Corrine Lenfesty 
Typ Charlotte Edwards 
Evelyn Dieter 


Winnifred McLean 
Donna McDonald 
Laverne Morton 
Noel Howard 
‘Thelma Maetche 
Kay Moench 
Glenn Benedict 
Eleanor Rosin 
Doreen Veno 
Karen Gibson 
Hazel Nottell 















Map 





Or THe AREA INcLupeD In The. 



































“Hann His  Heritace ” 
Avena 
Roewy 
Hw 
Hana 
ihe Euner 
Hann 
His 
Be NY Lane 
Foeron 
ba WSONBURG i 
Busi 
Dauuern 























CHAPTER I 


WARRIOR OF THE HILLS 
ay Joun Lrrct 

One of the more prominent features of South Eastem Alberta is the 
height of the land known as the Hand Hills. In earlier times these were 
called the Michichi Hills. This name, which had been used by the Cree 
Indians for many generations, means Little Hand. These hills, together 
with their counterpart in the Wintering Hills, form a high plateau which 
rises almost a thousand feet above the surrounding country. The deep 
valley of the Red Deer River slashes like a knife through the heart of this 
highland from northwest to southeast. 


This was once Indian country. Here the tribes hunted buffalo and 
fought. Blackfoot, Cree, and Assiniboine warriors met and died in long 
forgotten battles, each tribe claiming the sole right to hunt in these disputed 
hills. Some old legends seem to suggest that the Blackfoot, at a much 
earlier time, had migrated from their ancestral home and trespassed in 
Cree territory. At all events, a constant state of war existed between the 
two tribes. Disregarding all rival claims, the Blackfoot, inured to 
hardship from boyhood, indifferent to pain, and secking no honor greater 
than death in battle, was king in this realm of grass and buffalo. Every 
Blackfoot boy was thoroughly trained in the use of the simple but com- 
petent weapons of primitive warfare. 

‘The short and powerful Blackfoot bow, seldom exceeding three feet 
in length, was capable of driving a shaft through a buffalo. The shortness 
of the bow made it easier to handle in brush, and also tended to make it 
a faster and more responsive weapon. Up to one hundred arrows were 
carried in a quiver, so placed that it was possible to reach for a shaft, 
place, and fire it in one continuous motion. A skilled warrior could keep 
from two to six arrows in the air at one time. A small circular shield 
made of fire hardened buffalo hide was carried to deflect enemy arrows. 





Several theories have been offered to explain the naming of these 
hills, One of the most widespread suggests that the range consists of five 
ridges, spread like the fingers of a giant hand. A study of the hills them- 
selves, however, does not support this theory. The true explanation goes 
far back into the dim past. The exact date is unknown, but the events 
probably took place between three and four hundred years ago. Ancient 
Blackfoot, Cree, and Assiniboine legends give an inkling of the truth. 
These stories have been handed down by word of mouth from father to 
son, and during the centuries have been changed and distorted. However, 
when all the fragments of information from various sources have been 
pieced together, there emerges the story of a man whose name once 
spread fear throughout southern Alberta 


In the seventeenth century the country along the Red Deer River 
was largely unknown to the white man, It was a wild, desolate land of 
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hot, dry summers and fierce winter blizzards. It was a silent, lonely land 
where the ery of a circling hawk, or the call of a coyote from a hillside 
were the only sounds to break the stillness. The thick upland grass thrived 
in the sandy soil and provided some of the finest buffalo range in the 
west. The great herds roamed through the hills and along the river valley 
and sheltered in the brushy coulees. Their principal enemies were the 
roving bands of Blackfoot and Cree hunters 


Horses had not yet appeared on the western plains. ‘Their coming, 
which did not take place until the beginning of the eighteenth century, 
was to completely change the way of life of the buffalo hunters. These 
horses, the wild descendants of those brought t0 Mexico by Hernando 
Cortes in 1518, gradually spread up through the central plains. Around 
1730, in a skirmish with the Shoshonis (Snakes), the Blackfoot first came 
into contact with mounted warriors. At the time of this story, however, 
the tribesmen still hunted on foot, working in relays to run down the 
buffalo. 


Peter Fidler, who travelled through this country in 1792, and was 
probably the first white man to see the Hand Hills, describes a buffalo 
hunt. He tells how the young men drove the animals between converging 
fences of brush and stone piles to the “jump”, This was usually a “cutbank”™ 
or cliff of suitable height, and a corral of brush and poles was constructed 
at the bottom. These killing places, which the Blackfoot called “piskun” 
or ‘blood kettle” were fairly common in Alberta and the Northwestern 
States, and many of them had been in fairly constant use for thousands 
of years. Fidler mentions the terrible smell from decaying meat, which 
carried down wind for miles. For this reason the “jumps” were often 
made so that the prevailing winds would carry the smell away from the 
driven buifalo. The herd was kept constantly running and was stampeded 
over the edge before the leaders became aware of the danger. The crippled 
and broken animals were slaughtcred with stone axes and spears.. ‘The 
women of the band would then cut up the carcasses and take the choice 
parts, leaving the offal and bones for the coyotes and carrion crows. Much 
of the meat was dried and pounded up with berries and melted fat t0 
form pemmican for winter use. If the hunters failed, they starved. It was 
as simple as thet, 





‘This was a harsh land, where life was short and unbelievably hard. 
Death was always near, from disease or winter famine, from the upthrust 
hom of a buffalo bull, or from a whisper of a flint-tipped arrow shot 
from ambush. 


At this particular time the Blackfoot fortunes were at a low ebb. They 
were being slaughtered in unending raids and driven from the best 
hunting grounds. It added little to their joy when a crippled baby was 
born in a small camp along the Red Deer River. The child had one 
shrunken hand that resembled the claw of an animal and its chance of 
survival seemed small indeed. 




















Starvation during the long winter was an ever present threat and 
the aged and the sick were usually the first to succumb. The fact that 
the able-bodied hunters must survive and remain strong was recognized 
by all, since the very existence of the whole band depended on their 
ability to hunt. The crippled child, therefore, fared poorly in times of 
shortage and lived on such scraps as he could find or steal 


In spite of everything the boy lived and thrived, although the other 
children in the band threw stones at him and called him Little Hand, 
He soon learned to hold his own and his growing skill and sheer ferocity 
more than compensated for his handicap. It soon became clear that it 
was unwise to anger Little Hand. He foreed his erippled hand to draw 
a bowstring and became skillful in the use of all the traditional weapons. 
At the age of sixteen, in the blood and agony of ancient tribal ceremony 
Little Hand became @ man. 


The coming of age ritual was a savage and painful ordeal that 
every Blackfoot boy had to face before he could become a warrior. 
It has been described many times by early traders and explorers. Briefly 
it was as follows: the young men to be initiated entered the Sun Dance 
lodge and knelt, one at a time, before the medicine fire. The medicine 
man, with a sharp flint knife made two deep cuts in the left breast, 
about two inches apart, and ran the knife under the flesh between 
the gashes. Then he passed a rawhide thong through the hole and tied 
the end tightly. ‘This operation was repeated on the right breast and 
the other end of the thong was passed through and tied. Then one end 
of a long rawhide rope was fastened to this thong and the other end 
tied to the Sun Dance pole. Then, while the sacred drums throbbed 
to the beat of the Sun Dance song, the young initiate danced and tried 
to tear out the flesh that held him captive to the pole. This sometimes 
took many hours and the boy was expected to laugh and sing during 
the ordeal. The warriors of the tribe watched him closely, and if he 
fainted from exhaustion, showed signs of pain, or failed to’ tear out the 
flesh he would be marked as a coward and could never become a 
warrior. He would be allowed only to help the women in their camp 
work and would be exposed to the scorn of everyone for the rest of his 
life. To help him to avoid this fate his mother and younger brothers 
would sometimes come and pull on his shoulders, to aid in tearing out 
the flesh. An alternate method was sometimes used, in which two buffalo 
heads were suspended by thongs from slits in the boy’s back. He was 
expected to dance until they tore loose, Every Blackfoot warrior carried 
the scars of this ritual to the day of his death. 


Not much is known of the early life of Little Hand. Like other 
Blackfoot boys he fasted in the lonely Badlands, secking his pagan gods, 
and praying for a vision. By custom, most warriors received at least 
three different names during their lifetime. The later names were usually 
given to commemorate a victory, a successful hunt, or some other event 
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in the warrior’s life. A foolish or cowardly action might also be com- 
memorated. A “good” name was greatly valued by the Blackfoot, and 
occasionally given by an old warrior to a young man who had performed 


some outstanding feat. If Little Hand had other names they have not come 
down to us. 





In the following years he took part in numerous skirmishes and 
proved himself to be a capable and ferocious fighter. His fame as a 
warrior and a leader spread, and in due time he was appointed a chief 
of his band. A new name was spoken more and more in the Cree lodges. 
It was Michichi, or Hand. 








Michichi carried the war to the Cree for many years, from the 
Blood Indian Creek to the Rosebud, from the Neutral Hills to the South 
Saskaichewan, His name was known in the far away Sweet Grass Hills 
(Kutoyisiks). He knew the Serpent God on Berry Creek and made 
offerings to the ancient Ribstone, on its great hill far to the northwest. 
The Blackfoot hunted far afield in the long hot summers. They had 
slain buffalo in the Black Hills, and traded for obsidian in the Yellow- 
stone country, but always Michichi returned to the hills of his boyhood, 
He was now an honored war chief and a champion of his people. Perhaps 
he grew old and a little careless. 











‘A small portion of the John Leech arrowhead collection 
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One summer day a Cree war party ambushed him in a brush-filled 
coulee. The war arrows hissed and Michichi fell, mortally wounded. 
With the hand of death heavy on him the old warrior was still dan 
gerous. He called out, “I am Michichi. If you want my life you must 
pay for it” He prayed to the Sun for strength, spread his arrows on 
the ground before him, and watched the circling Cree. The afternoon 
waned, the ring of dead and dying enemy grew, and Michichi chanted 
his Death Song as the last arrows were sped. When the ghost of Michichi 
walked the dark Spirit Trail he took with him the best and bravest of 
the Cree warriors. 


‘The survivors hacked out the still quivering heart with their stone 
knives, and divided and ate it, so that its courage and strength should 
enter into them. Then, by ancient custom they mutilated the body and 
vent their way. Michichi still lies in a shallow, unknown grave on some 


lonely slope of the hills that he loved, the Michichi, or Hand Hills. 


‘The Red Hunters have gone forever and the ashes of their hearth 
fires are buried bencath the prairie sod. Their way of life is hidden 
in the mists of the lost centuries, and yet—if you ever stand on a high 
hill and look out over the blue shadows of the Red Deer Valley, the 
summer breeze may whisper the legend and it may all seem believable to 
you. 


PRE-HISTORY IN THE HAND HILLS 
py Jean (Cunris) Copy 


‘Travelling through the Hand Hills, one is constantly reminded of 
the pioneers, even where no buildings exist, for they have left behind 
the plantations of caragana and maple trees, the stone foundations of 
their houses and bams, the prairie sod. Buta closer scrutiny reveals 
proof of yet earlier people who inhabited the Hand Hills; their full story 
can never be told for no written history tells us their names or when 
they came to the Hand Hills or who was born or died there. Remains 
of their homes, left for us to ponder, are the boulder outlines we have 
come to call teepee rings, and no story of the Hand Hills would be 
complete without mention of these hardy and resourceful people who 
learned to survive in a land that was often harsh and cruel. Indeed 
no history of any area of the Alberta plains would be complete without 
mention of the Blackfoot Indian Tribes, who, previous to the coming of 
the white man, had laid claim over this vast area. 


Many Indian camps have been noted in the Hand Hills, some small, 
numbering perhaps a dozen teepee rings, while other sites contain teepee 
tings almost too numerous to count. Some of these groups of teepee 
rings have now been recorded and perhaps just in time as vandals and 
industry are slowly destroying these sites. Near the Lake of the Little 
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Fishes is evidence of a camp which apparently was still used when 
settlers first arrived. Stories passed down, say that this camp was used 
to dry and smoke fish from the creek, or perhaps from the lake: Another 
boulder outline has been recorded—a large ring of stones over thirty. feet 
in diameter—we call a ceremonial ring; bringing to mind that these 
Hills perhaps once echoed to the heady beat of drums, during some ritual, 


‘The cultivated fields of the Hand Hills have yet further evidence 
of an carly people, and many’ collectors of Indian artifacts have found 
numerous types of stone tools, scrapers, pounders, as well as artifacts 
fashioned from bone. Some of these tools are of ancient design, establishing 
the exciting certainty that prehistoric man walked these Hand Hilt 
thousands of years ago. 




















CHAPTER II 


‘THE HAND HILLS LAKE CLUB 
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Puviuis A. McDonarp 


Just as every living organism must have a nucleus to insure its 
growth, progress and endurance; so every community must have a 
sustaining entity to ensure its essence of continuity. Thus, within the 
Hand Hills throbbed the organization of the Hand Hills Lake Club 

House, pumping the life blood of entertainment, athletics, originality, 
| enthusiasm and unity through the arteries and veins of the community. 
| ‘And though there were periods when the “great heart” had to rest 
fo rebuild her flagging constitution and even sadder days when she 
seemed sick financially, physically and spiritually; never for a moment 
did the people of the area forget to listen for the faithful throb of her 
recovery and sigh with satisfaction as they watched her rejuvenation. 
So sit awhile, and place your finger on the pulse while we trace its 
spasmodic beat from birth to maturity. 


Written By 








South view of the Club House in 1923 
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THE LONEBUTTE RED CROSS 

Since the Lonebutte Red Cross was singularly involved in the first 
stampede at the Miller ranch we pay tribute to them in the publication 
of this early record and membership list prepared for us by Mr. Ed Bell. 


Quote: “The Lonebutte branch of the Red Cross was organized by 
Catharine Heaton in 1916 and it grew to be a very successful group. A 
U. F. A. picnic and sports day was held annually at the Lonebutte 
School and when someone suggested passing the hat to collect something 
for the Red Cross, some of the U.F.A. members disagreed, since the 
sports day and picnic were being sponsored by the U.F.A. It was 
suggested that a sports day and picnic be staged for the benefit of the 
Red Cross. All agreed that this was in order. Jack Miller was present 
and volunteered to put on a show at his ranch and donate the entire 
proceeds to the Lonebutte Red Cross. Jack Miller assumed the full 
responsibility of advertising, preparing the grounds, collecting the stock 
and managing the show, which turned out to be a big success, July 20, 
1917. 


“To express their appreciation the Red Cross presented Jack Miller 
with a finely engraved gold watch which Jack Jr. proudly exhibits to 
anyone interested. After the first stampede proved to be a great success 
it was soon decided to hold another show for the benefit of the Red 
Gross the following year, in which the Hanna, Craigmyle and Delia 
Red Cross locals also participated in serving lunch and refreshments 
and each shared in the proceeds. 





“The following people were members of the Lonebutte Red Cross 
during World War I. Mrs. Owens, Sr., Mrs. Wm. Clyne (nee Alice 
Owens), Mrs. Bill Anderson, Mrs. N, Cameron, Mrs. Willard Hall, 
Mrs. Dave Reeves (nee Lily Sims), Mrs. Sims, Sr., Mrs. Thomas Heaton, 
Sr., Mrs. Leonard Bell (nee Catharine Heaton), Mrs. R. Cummings, 
Mrs. Charles Douglas, Mrs. Harry Cowan, Mrs. Robert McCullough, 
Mrs. Harry McCullough, Mrs. Sid Board, Mrs. Kenneth Bowerman 
(nee Bella Dundas), Mrs. Foster Clark, Mrs. Wm. Owens, Mrs. Ed 
Williamson (nee Polly Douglas), Mrs. Frank Fry (did a lot of cooking 
in the cook car at the first stampede), Mrs. J. J. Young, Mrs. Robert 
Murison, Mrs. Murray Heaton and Mrs. Emma Nottell.” Unquote. 


‘The following account of the first stampede was written by Mr. 
Ed Bell and we enclose it here as a salute to that memorable occasion. 
Quote: THE FIRST STAMPEDE, “In the early summer of 1917, during 
the first world war, the Lonebutte branch of the Red Cross in co-operation 
with Jack Miller began planning a show to be put on at the Jack Miller 
ranch near the south end of the Hand Hills Lake, all proceeds for the 
henefit of the Red Cross 





“This show was called the Hand Hills Lake Stampede, and has 
been held consecutively under that name ever since. 
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“I believe Jack Miller assumed the full responsibility of planning, 
financing, advertising and preparing the corrals and track, and arranging 
for the stock. 





‘The first Hand Hills Stampede at Jack Miller's 





inch, July 20, 1917 


“The date was set for July 20th, and early in July the work got 
under ‘way. I think Murray Heaton surveyed a track. Les Flett co- 
operated in general and Ed Williamson of the Horse ‘Track ranch at 
Fish Lake loaned horses and Jim Lawson of the Thumb Hill furnished 
steers. Charlie Parge who had just moved into the district, brought in 
a good horse that was a little tough to ride. 


“A number of young men of the district spent several days in 
preparing the track and corrals, and trying out the horses, selecting the 
best or toughest, both at the Miller ranch and the Horse Track. 


“The Horse Track turned out some real good horses, but the best 
horse of the show turned out to be a blue grey saddle horse belonging 
to Jack Miller. 


“I rode the blue horse in the spring and summer of 1916, Walter 
MacFarland who worked at the Miller ranch rode him to the Delia 
sports in 1916 and rode him to a dance at Lonebutte. After he turned 
‘out to be a good bucking horse, Walter said, ‘If I had known how much 
dynamite was under that saddle I wouldn't have got within rifle range’ 


“On July 19th the first settlers began to arrive with camp outfits 
and by noon July 20th, there were wagons and buggies with teams, 
and saddle horses parked along the south side of the coulee, and some 
on the north side, east of the corrals 


“The cars were parked west of the buildings, and north. The Red 
Cross set up a refreshment booth a short distance west of the house, and 
was operated by Red Cross members from Lonebutte, Hanna, Craigmyle 
and Delia, 


“Four of Mrs. Miller’s sisters, May, Jess, Rose and Marge and a 
friend, Tan McDougall, all from Edmonton, had arrived a few days 
before and with members of the Red Gross’ sold ribbons at $1.00 per 
person admission. 
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“The race track was to the northwest of the barn and was marked 
off with one furrow, A few of the largest badger holes were shovelled 
full of dirt, It would be considered a little crude today, but was OK, 
at that time, as most of the race horses were cow ponies accustomed 
to running over badger holes. 


“The show got rolling about 1:30 with pony races, horse races, a 
slow horse race in which the riders had to exchange horses before the 
race so it would be to his interest to get all the speed possible out of 
the horse he was riding and the last horse in won the race, 


“There was also a slow car race, the car making the slowest time 
in high gear was the winner, When a car being driven real slow in high 
gear hit a badger hole that had been filled with dirt it invariably stalled. 
‘This race drew a great deal of attention, 





“After the races, the announcer, Walter MacFarland, called for 
everyone to move to the corrals for the brone riding. 


“The corrals consisted of five pens, three on the north in a row 
east and west, and two larger pens to the south. As the Hand Hills 
Lake show had not yet progressed to its present status, we just had one 
chute, so we all rode from chute No, I as our turn came, 


The chute was built from about the middle of the corrals on the 
north, the stock came out headed north. The half section where the 
buildings set and the school section to the west was all one field with 
no cross fences. For an arena we had one and one half sections of land 
with a two-wire fence except a half mile of lake front to the east, 





‘We were just turned out of the chute with the wide world in 
front of us and a string of cars on each side, and anyone with a horse 
that wanted to help or hinder could chase horses or run over cowboys 


“All the stock had to be caught and snubbed down to remove 
saddles and surcingles. One of the riders produced a forty ounce bottle 
of alcohol before the show got under way. Each time it was passed 
around and room was made, spring water was added until it could be 
swallowed without strangling. It still wasn’t classed as amontillado. 





“Ted Gardner, ‘Tom Lawson and Bill Calwell were appointed judges, 
At that time Ted Gardner was buying cattle for Pat Burns. He and his 
brother, Clem Gardner, had been early residents of the Hand Hills. Clem 
Gardner was a contestant at the first Calgary Stampede in 1912, I believe 
in the saddle brone riding and steer roping. 


“When I first knew Ted Gardner he was buying big steers, four years 
old and over, and fat dry cows for November delivery. 


“In the late summer he would visit the ranches from Stettler down 
through the Hand Hills and along the Red Deer River and contract the 
cattle. 
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“1 believe his home was in or near Stettler, so he must have had « 
big territory. In the fall of 1917 I helped move several hundred head 
to a pasture south of Hanna, from there we worked them to the stock 
yards in small bunches and rebranded the steers that were going to 
the feed lots with Burns’ brand. We sorted out the cows to be shipped 
to the packing plant. 


“The stock yards were small, we worked three days, cutting out, 
branding steers and loading a train load of cows. 


“Ted moved to some other point and left me in charge of moving 
about two hundred seventy head of steers to a feed lot south of Endiang. 
Ted was a big man close to six foot six and must have weighed close to 
two hundred and fifty pounds. 


“I believe all the contestants agreed he was a fair and competent 
judge, both at the Hand Hills and Stettler for several years. 


“A great deal could be written about ‘Tom Lawson and the Lawson 
family. However, suffice it to say that for several years Tom was roundup 
foreman, he was a good stockman, a good cowboy and knew the cow 
business the hard way, from the ground up. 


“That might not qualify him for a stampede judge under existing 
rules and regulations today, but at that time he was considered fair and 
competent, and for all the years after that he judged the Hand Hills 
shows I never heard any criticism or complaints. 


“Bill Calwell, or Uncle Willie, as he was often referred to, was a 
character in a class all by himself. He came to Alberta from Idaho and had 
seen the wild west when it was really wild. He was a big man and in 
later years got so heavy that he needed a raised platform, large rock, or 
sometimes a wagon tongue to stand on while he mounted his horse, other- 
wise his saddle might turn. 


“He was a real old-time cowboy and rode good horses all his life. 
‘At branding time he was a top calf heeler, and from years of experience 
in open range life he knew if a brone rider was in trouble or if @ con- 
testant could deliver the goods. 


“Hee was well qualified as a judge in the early days of the Hand Hills 
Lake Stampedes. He was of a happy nature and a very ready wit. It is 
told that a man from eastern Canada remarked to Uncle Willie that 
the west was a land of wonderful opportunities and a young man should 
make a stake, Uncle Willie's reply was, “They are mostly lost oppor- 
tunities; so far as I have been concerned the only stakes I ever make 
seem to be mistakes.” 





“Ted Gardner, Tom Lawson and Bill Calwell did a good job of 
judging the show with no complaints from the crowd or the contestants, 
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The three have all moved on to the last big range, but as long as there 
is a Hand Hills Lake Stampede they should always be remembered for 
their contribution to the success of the early shows 


“I don’t remember many riders in the bareback and steer’ riding 
events, With the exception of Elmer Greenwood, Tom Bear, and Herman 
McEvoy, they were all farm boys with no previous experience. 


“The surcingles had two hand holds and the riders used both hands 
and created a lot of excitement, some one remarked that it just rained 
cowboys, 


“However, quite a number stuck it out and did a pretty good job, 
they gave the judges and pick-up men something to do and entertained 
the crowd. 





Four of the original riders at the first Hand ipede. This picture was 
taken in Hanna in August, 1954. Left to right: Ed Bell, Fult Johnson, Day Lone 
festy, Dooly Jones, 





“There were nine entries in the saddle brone riding, Wes Green- 
wood, Fult Johnson, Albert DuBois, Herman McEvoy, Fred Vowel, Tom 
Bear, Miles Clark, Day Lenfesty and Ed Bell. We were all local boys 
and could all ride tough horses, but we were not professional rodeo 
contestants. The judges picked three that marked the highest points for 
the finals. 


“Wes Greenwood got bucked off Blue Streak, Miles Clark lost a 
stirrup and was disqualified, Day Lenfesty took first, and I believe 
second was donated to the Red Cross. 


“After the arena events were finished there was a recess for supper. 
Some of the boys brought out their ponies and were trying to stir. up 
some excitement when the announcer got busy again and called, ‘Every- 
body get your horses ready for a free for all race. ‘There is no prize 
money but it don’t cost anything to enter.’ 


“This race turned out to be the best race of the day. There were 
horses of all kinds, colors and various speeds, and, as it was getting dark 
by this time, the confusion in getting lined up and started drew a large 


4 


























crowd. Clayton Ferguson, a brother of Mrs. Carl Hartt, won all the 
honors. As there was no prize money there was no object in debating 
who came in second, third or fourth 





























“The show wound up with a dance in the hay loft of the barn, 
and lasted until morning.” Unquote. 


For those who enjoy poetry we hereby include this poem with the 
permission of the writer Mr. Sid Long of Hanna. 


FIRST HAND HILLS STAMPEDE 


On a bright summer moming, 

Grass with dew was sparkling green; 
‘The date was July the twentieth 

In the year of nineteen-seventeen, | 
The atmosphere was western, 

It was in folks’ eyes to read, 4 
The occasion was a big one, ( 
The first Hand Hills Lake Stampede. 


Folks dressed up in true western style 
Whilst children danced in glee, 

For most people this was something new 
So they must be there to see. 

Yes, this was something different, 

A brand new type of show; 

It drew fans from everywhere 

In the world of rodeo. 





Democrats and buggies, saddle 
Horses and the early Model T 
Moved in from all directions 

As far as the eye could see. 

This was the first of many, 

‘And perhaps it takes the lead, 
For its fifty consecutive shows 

At the Hand Hills Lake Stampede. 


It was held beside the Hand Hills Lake 
Upon the Miller ranch, 

Alll proceeds from this show 

Went to the local Red Gross Branch. 

The local ranchers all pitched in 

To help make this show succeed, 

For the crowd must get its money’s worth 
At the Hand Hills Lake Stampede. 
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The grandstand was loaded 

And the show got underway, 

First came the horse and car racing 
To start this western day. 

The fans cheered wildly 

AAs they watched the races run, 

‘And by the clapping and the cheering 
You knew the crowd was having fun 


‘The announcer broke the cheering 
And this he had to say, 

“Jr's time to watch the cowboys ride 
And see how many of them stay.” 
Over by the pens you could hear 

A boastful cowboy ery, 

“There ain't a horse that I can’t ride 
Or at least that I won't try.” 


‘The announcer said, “Young fellow 
You had better take a look 

We've got a horse and he’s just for you 
And don’t think that he can’t buck.” 
The cowboys tried their darndest 

To show their riding skill, 

While the crowd cheered them wildly 
Whether they rode or took a spill 


‘And finally the last event was 

A free-for-all race, 

Meaning everyone was given a chance 
To prove his pony’s pace. 

Although there was no prize money 

Or entry fee to pay, 

‘The attraction was as great— 

As it had been throughout the day. 


Now the main events were over, 

But that didn’t end it all; 

For in the hayloft of the barn 

‘They held the cowboys’ ball. 

‘The dance lasted until morning 
Then the crowd began to go, 

With promise that in the coming year, 
They'd be back to see the show. 
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‘This was the first of many 
For it happened filly years ago, 
‘And every year since that time 
There’s been a rodeo. 

Irs the biggest of the smallest 

And I think that’s true, indeed, 
For there will never be another 
Like the Hand Hills Lake Stampede. 


It was those old-time cowboys 
Who slaved to pave the way, 

Of what now makes this Big Country 
‘The land it is today. 

And to all you young cowboys, 

Whether you ride, or rope, or race, 

No matter how good you are, 

Remember, there was still a starting place. 


Some of those old time cowboys 
We know that they have gone; 
Perhaps to a better range 

In that great beyond, 

Always they'll be remembered 

And in our hearts will take the lead, 
When we dream of and remember 
The Hand Hills Lake Stampede. 


sy Sip LonG oF HANNA, PERMISSION BY THE WRITER 











OFFICIALS OF THE HAND HILLS LAKE CLUB HOUSE 


The following is a list of executive officials who faithfully kept a 
finger on the Club House pulse and, with the exception of the first 
ones up to 1925, the dates have been included: 


Presidents: L. A. Flett, F. L, McFadden, Anton Anderson, 1925-2 
Harry Shoults, 1927-30; J. J. Miller, 1928-32; J. Morse, 1932-34; R. D. 
Lenfesty, 1936-38; H. Joberg, 1938-59; Francis Courtney, 1959-68. 


Vice-Presidents: H. A, Shoults, 1925; L. H. McDonald, Sr., 1926; 
J. Morse, 1927-30; R. D, Lenfesty, 1930; A. C. Murray, 1932-34; J. 
Morse, 1936-38; Fred Gibson, 1938-48; F. C. Courtney, 1948-59; V. 
Brown, 1961-63; V. Howard, 1964.68; Sec.-Vice-Presidents: D. Benedict, 
1950; C. Morrison, 1952. 








Secretaries: J. Morse, Mel Miller, R. . Congdon, 1925-26; W. A. 
Shoults, 1927-29; F, Tadman, 1930-32; (although he was hospitalized 
for approximately one and one-half years during this time when W. A 
Shoults substituted for him) W. A. Shoults, 1932-34; Roland Benedict, 
1936-38; Arthur Morton, 1938; Kingsley Morton, 1939-43; Dave Wise, 
1943-48; L. H. McDonald, Jr., 1948-68. 


CHANGES IN THE PHYSICAL FEATURES 


One of the unusual facets of the Club's growth has been the 
changes in her outward appearance over the years and strange indeed 
hhave been the processes through which she stolidly sat watching her face 
being lifted, 


The first buildings erected were the bathing houses. ‘These were 
used to house the necessary carpenter's tools, nails, building paper, 
shingles or other items which needed to be sheltered from the weather. 
The Club was erected with Robert McDonald in charge, auxiliary 
carpenters were Jack Montgomery, Carl Zachariason and Lorne Me- 
Donald, Sr. 





King Morton recalls Shorty Murray, Dave Wise, Les Flett, Lome 
MeDonald, Martin and Anton Anderson, Fred McFadden, George Hard- 
ing, Jack Edwards, all owners of heavy draft horses, and Rudolph 
Shandera with an eight-yoke oxen span, hauling lumber and supplies 
from the Watts siding. He believes there were others also and knows 
they made several trips. Each resident was required to give one day 
weekly gratis labour while building operations were in progress. Pouring 
the coment was a back-breaking, prolonged task. Mr, Morton recalls 
the huge borrowed cement mixer powered by two men on cranks. If 
you drew the lot of crankman, you did nothing that whole day except 
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crank the mixer. Harry Shoults shared King’s fate the day he supplied 
the “crank” power, and at least two of that day’s crew were happy to 
see the sunset. 


‘The race track and a large arena were staked out and although at 
first only the barest necessities were in evidence, each year new improve- 
ments and additions were made including the judge’s stand and a band- 
stand which was located near the present Old-timers’ Pavilion. The 
bathing houses and a pier were established just cast of the swings at 
the north end of the hall, but had to be moved farther north along the 
beach due to the soap holes on the south side of the pier. 





In 1921 @ special permission was issued to William Millard to 
operate the “Lady of the Lake” from the pier on Stampede Day which 
read as follows: Quote, “That William Millard be granted the use of the 
Club Wharf for a period of three years and the exclusive use of said 
wharf for a period of one year—Club reserving the right to put on a 
second boat if required after one year and in event of Club not providing 
a second boat that Millard have the first chance of second boat.” Unquote. 


Mr. Peacock was the skipper of this craft and one interesting item 
which came out in the Hanna Herald in the Spring of 1922 stated 
that the “Lady of the Lake” was having her bottom tarred to again 
make her seaworthy for the current Stampede. The boat had to be 
taken out of the lake after 1923 due to the drop in the water table and 
prominent emergence of sand bars. The bathing houses and piers also 
fell into disuse as the lake floor was defiled by broken bottles, and in 
1926 the remains of the pier were hauled away by J. Morse and E. 
Peacock. 


In 1926 a public telephone station was installed in the Club House 
where it graced the alcove beside the stairs in the basement for approxi- 
mately ten years. 


The first barn was constructed in 1925, Until that time horses 
were tethered in the open and blanketed if necessary. A new barn was 
built in 1952, and aluminum roofing was applied to this barn in 1953. 





The first curling rink was built in 1926, and Hand Hills curlers 
distinguished themselves at home and abroad in square draws and 
bonspiels. Businessmen from the towns along the line brought their 
bedrolls and unrolled them on the dance floor to catch a few winks, 
as the ’spiels were run on a twenty-four hour schedule. ‘The first rink 
blew down and was rebuilt again in 1933. A basketball court and even 
fa tennis court sprang up adjacent to it, but early in the ‘40's all fell 
into disuse. The curling rink was dismantled, the prairie sod reclaimed 
the courts and, in 1943, Mr. Joberg disposed of the curling rocks for 
$100 (one hundred dollars) to the Delia Curling Club to help pay 
off the bank note, The remainder of the lumber was stacked at J. B. 
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Henderson's for re-sale at $25.00 (twenty-five dollars) per thousand; 
all being resold in June of 1944 for $42.70 (forty-two dollars and seventy 
cents). 


In 1944, through the enthusiastic instigation of Francis Courtney, 
plans to erect a hockey rink on the east side of the Club were begun. 
‘A rink committee composed of Francis Courtney, Don Benedict, Vinnie 
Howard, Elmer Flett and Lorne McDonald almost immediately con- 
verted the vision into a reality; while Herman Joberg, chairing the 
finance committee, soon sold forty-six shares to the younger generation 
of men establishing new homes in the district and a new era was on 
its way. The Hand Hills Brones charged out of the chutes and landed 
in the No. 9 Highway League, along with teams from Scapa, Endiang, 
Hanna and Delia, a full account of which will be found under Hand 
Hills Athletics. The arena was dismantled in 1967, not having been 
used since 1958, 


During the years many adjustments have been made on the grounds 
As CP.A. rules changed, the arena had to be reduced in size in order 
to qualify. Two sets of bleachers were built to help accommodate the 
viewers, one now on the northeast corner and the other on the south- 
west comer of the arena. 


In May of 1966, an Old-timers’ Pavilion was built on the east 
side of the track for the accommodation of older guests needing shelter 
from the sun. 


‘The buildings on the Club grounds were all painted in 1926 by 
John Stasiuk and the make-up has often been re-touched since by 
community painting bees. The Young People’s group painted the base- 
ment white and green in 1949. A family project in 1959, involving 
Howards, Courtneys and McDonalds using paint donated by Mel Gourlay, 
saw the chutes, judges’ stand and outhouses smiling again, while the 
Hanna 4-H Beef Club under the direction of Mr. Robert Rowden, 
painted the Old-timers’ Pavilion in August of 1967. In 1961, the Club 
contracted E. Faechner and L, Gross to paint the hall proper. 










By degrees, major renovations have been achieved and usually a 
new project is under consideration before the current one reaches com- 
pletion. ‘Thus, in 1953, the hall was re-wired; in 1954, a new layer of 
cement covered the first pitted basement floor. The road into the Club 
grounds was elevated in 1955; and power from Canadian Utilities has 
been flowing through our lines since 1959. Other recent major projects 
include lining the upstairs and the basement walls, building an expand- 
able stage, adding an upstairs fire escape on the north end, rebuilding 
the basement tables, and recovering the kitchen counters. Even the 
government was mindful of our community for in 1961, a provincial 
picnic shelter was erected. The hall was re-shingled in 1966 by a crew 
of daring volunteers who joined the ranks of those with a “high” calling, 
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The most recent additions to the Club grounds were the three 
houses purchased from the Battle River Coal Company of Sheerness. 
A crew composed of Directors of the Club and their sons capably directed 
by Vietor Karg and Albert Moench devised ways and means of raising, 
loading, transporting and re-establishing the buildings successfully at 
the new site. Two are going to serve as catering booths while the third 
will add to the Club House facilities for turkey suppers, ete. Once more 
the Directors have proven that they can do anything to which they set 
their minds. 


INTERESTING ENTERPRISES INITIATED BY THE CLUB HOUSE 


‘The Club House has been the scene of many social, athletic and 
cultural events that would make a city coloseum stand in awe, When 
Mr. Peacock migrated from the States he brought with him a quantity 
of roller skates. In the years of 1921, 1922, 1923, these were rented to 
the Club who sponsored skating evenings thrice weekly, converting 
the dance floor to a roll-o-drome. Season or single tickets were sold to 
the enthusiastic patrons. The champion skater was Jack Favel. As 
early as 1922 turkey shoots were being held, as well as annual fowl 
suppers. The turkey shoots were a tradition until 1933. ‘The first piano 
was bought in 1925 and Mr. Fred McFadden, an ardent enthusiast 
for all Club projects, advanced some of his own cash in order to com- 
plete the purchase, ‘The first piano was defective and was replaced in 
1927. Its lovely stained glass front panel was a joy to behold. 


Many will remember the films shown and the lectures given by 
Professor Ottowell,- of the Department of Extension, Edmonton, in the 
consecutive winter seasons of 1924-26. The never-to-be-forgotten slap- 
stick of the Charlie Chaplin comedies reverberates in retrospect, An 
annual event of some magnitude was the Children’s Pienic, which was 
always held on June 3rd, the birthday of King George V. All the 
holidaying school children’ from the surrounding districts would come 
to compete in the track events, eat and play in the open, collect a sun- 
burn and go home grubby, tired and happy to help with evening chores. 





In 1926, the Club granted permission to Mr. Newcombe, an Elmer 
School teacher with exceptional dramatic ability, to hold the Christmas 
concert in the Club House. Although a very elaborate program had been 
arranged, it could not be presented in its entirety as many of the children 
were incapacitated by monoxide fumes caused by the faulty installation 
Of the exhaust on the newly purchased Deleo plant. Children were 
dropping like flies before a “Raid” bomb, and parents were making 
unexpected entrances on stage to carry off their unconscious children. 
Two boys elaborately dressed as heralds were pulling curtains. Loyal 
to the end they fell still clutching the drapes. It took more than one 
adult to pry their clenched fists from the curtains before they could 
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be carried into the fresh air. Many theories were elicited as to the 
children’s strange behaviour including one of “poisoned candy” before 
the real cause was spotted and rectified. 


In 1928, the Ladies Aid held their first collective Christmas concert 
with contributions from all the surrounding school districts, Many 
adults participated as well, and Mrs. Benedict's monologues, Mrs. Mil- 
lard’s solos, and the Miller girls harmonizing to Willene’s Hawaiian 
guitar accompaniment were looked forward to year after year. One 
year Mrs. Briggs directed a delightful operetta called “Up in Santa Land,” 
wherein children all the way from Hunley’s on the Horsetrack to 
Benedict's on the east ridge and McFadden’s on the west took part. 
The Ladies’ Aid produced the elaborate costumes which helped elevate the 
production to the class of “par excellence.” 


Masquerades were gala affairs and few could forget Mrs. New- 
combe's lyrebird costume, or Percy Coldwell in a barrel, while at a 
hard-time dance Willene Miller came dressed in the height of fashion 
much to the disappointment of the girls whose clothes were obviously 
made from “Alberta’s Best” flour sacks. However, closer scrutiny revealed 
her stylish gown was made from burlap potato sacks, dyed the fashion- 
able carioca shade, while her jewellery consisted of threaded pumpkin 
seeds. Naturally, Willene won—hands down! 


In 1932, the Club was sporting its own letterhead, a sample of 
which we are reprinting below. Such affluence and originality deserves 
reproduction and we think that reinstatement of same should receive 
hearty endorsement. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


od 


LAWSONBURG, Alberta 


Though many wedding receptions have, been served in the Club 
House, few realize that two weddings took place there within the month 
of April, in 1954, The first, on April 2nd, saw Joan Lenfesty and 
Donnie Jones united in marriage by Rev. W. Gourlay, of Hanna. 
Morris Beck and Ella Martin exchanged their marriage vows on April 
26th, Rev. Gourlay again officiating. Both receptions were served in 
the Club House by the Hand Hills Ladies’ Aid. 


24 
























And there were more! The first amatcur rodeo in 1964—an art 
show sponsored by the Elmer Red Cross—an uncountable number of 
wedding dances—several showers—amateur programs—a boxing school 
—ball tournaments—church services held upstairs and afterwards 
Sunday School classes, both upstairs and down—CGIT programs—erib- 
bage tournaments—pancake suppers—whist drives—potluck suppers! 
‘And the turkey suppers, where as many as six hundred have been fed 
in three and a half hours, and the price has never exceeded one dollar! 
Why, they even held an oyster supper, and some of those who were 
just young fry remember their first attempts to swallow a raw oyster 
One young fellow was heard to say, “Do you eat it, or have you et 





So the fountain of projects bubbled on and perhaps when the 
fountain runs dry, they'll just uy a re-run. 


Mr. and Mrs, Don 
Jones, loft 





and Mrs, Mor- 
ris Beck, right 
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UNUSUAL FEATURES RELATING TO STAMPEDES 


Unusual features have from time to time been related to stampede 
celebrations. The first stampede set the precedent for originality with 
its slow car race, which was won by Howard Anderson driving his Dodge 
car as slowly as possible in high gear. Other originals were climbing 
the greased pole and the tub race. The “Lady of the Lake,” though 
described previously should be voted as the coup of 1921 to °23. In 
1925 a wrestling race was included on the track card, while the mule 
races featuring Harry Sams, Tom Stubbs, Mr. Reinhardt, and Tom 
McBeath were priceless attractions. Some were ridden and others driven, 
and untold hilarity was caused when a stubborn beast would be seen 
bolting down the track—the wrong way! 


Mule races, both ridden and driven 


One of the most glamorous events ever instigated was the jimey 
dances of 1925 and °26, An outdoor dance floor sixty by one hundred feet 
was constructed in the center of the grounds, enclosed by a light railing. 
Openings were left at both ends, and tickets were constantly on sale at 
ten cents per dance. As soon as one dance was finished, two directors 
would clear the floor with a rope and the new dancers would file in 
behind them ready for the next jitney. 


Harness racing was for many years a popular track feature, and 
Mr, D. G. Innes was hailed as the all-time favourite. However, harness 
racing was dropped in 1932 in favour of the Pony Express race. This 
called for the changing of saddles on several mounts (with or without 
the girths fastened). Often jockeys were spilt from uncinched saddles. 
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In 1931 a boxing match in the curling rink was an added Stampede 
attraction. Men queued up to purchase “standing-room-only” tickets. 








‘The Stampede grounds in the late 1920's when as many as seven catering estab- 
Tee terrede growl fe ble 105 hos ory Sern erg cept 
ihe ran Stone toting ast, bare 





As early as 1930 a gentleman named Sparrow was the official 
announcer. Probably, the most popular announcer ever to serve in this 
capacity was Archie McDonald of Red Willow, who set a splendid tone 
for every show, until he left the Central Alberta Circuit. Since then 
Jack Daines of Innisfail has been making a different name for the 
famous “cowboy” family, while Alex Johnson of Parr, has been adding 
local colour by being another Hand Hills first. 


Tn 1950, the Musical Ride was initiated, but gave way to an event 
for ladies, the clover leaf barrel race, which is now a regular feature, 
Bat ladies distinguished themselves far more vividly when, back in 
1921, an arena competition saw ladies coming out of the chutes on real 
live broncs. However, a well-known pick-up man from the °20’s, Mr. 
Ed Bell says, “Those brones were made to order—not too wild—but 
were sure good for show!” As an extra precaution the horses were 
hobbled and the stirrups fastened down. Ed claims it was a real thrill 
to hear those girls scream, “Pick ’em ’up!” Then when the pick-up 





men got them under control they'd yell, “Let ‘em gol” Among these 
brave belles were Buckskin Lil (Mrs. Tom Gibson), Norah Wells and 
Rosalee Shoults. 





‘The Haluschak Orchestra entertai 
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In the mid-fifties the Elmer Schoo! Orchestra under the direction 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Haluschak played and danced their ways into 
local hearts, where atop floats provided by Albert Moench they enter- 
tained “around-the-clock-around-the-track.” The mothers of the Elmer 
troupe sewed fringed cowboy outfits and embroidered satin shirts that 
would have done justice to the Ice Capades. 





Let us pause for a moment as we view another sadder facet of 
Hand Hills Stampedes. Though Vinnie Howard was once attacked by 
an angry Brahma, and Johnny Moench received an unexpected ride 
on the tongue of Hank Willard’s chuckwagon as he completed the 
figure eight, the most serious accident occurred on the grounds just south 
of the judge’s stand in 1957, An unmanageable race horse broke through 
the track barrier and plunged into the spectators, foremost of whom was 
Miss Helen Courtney. Her leg was grievously shattered and her removal 
to hospital by ambulance left a stunned crowd awaiting news of the 
extent of her injuries. For the remainder of that year she lay in traction, 
which was then followed by a lengthy recuperation period. She was 
subjected to gruelling therapy, despite which, had it not been for her 
determination and grit, could have left her @ partial invalid. 










‘Mrs, Miller ready to lead the first Hand Hills Stampede parade, June 8, 1966 


Probably the event which elicited the greatest participation from 
the club members as well as residents of the community was the cele- 
bration of the fiftieth consecutively held Stampede held June 8, 1966. 
For months, prior to the show committees worked tirelessly on many 
phases of the event. Ada and Don Benedict distributed 260 red ribbons 
to those over 70 and 425 gold ribbons to old-timers who had attended 
the first Hand Hills Stampede; both colours granted free admission 
to the grounds, Hilda and Art Kannewischer headed the sales committee 
of similar white souvenir ribbons .For the first time a full-fledged parade 
was staged with participants from Delia, Craigmyle, Drumheller, Morrin, 
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Hand Hills Pioneers all ready for the parade 


Hanna, and all points in between. The parade was led by Mrs. Gertrude 
Miller of Gleichen, wife of the late J. J. Miller. She was escorted by 
two RCMP. officers in full dress regalia. The parade included an 
Old-timer’s ‘Transport provided by Fred Marshall of Craigmyle, Hanna 
and Drumheller Riding and Roping Clubs, a complete caravan provided 
by Hanna 4-H Beef Club, school floats, vehicles of ancient vintage, 
the Delia Moonshine A-Go-Go-Gang and a community float represent- 
ing all the organizations, churches and utility clubs in the Hills. Albert 
Moench’s threshing outfit, cookcar, and hay racks finished off the 
parade by threshing a load of oat bundles. Members of the Oyen band 
under the direction of Mr, Lloyd Harris played throughout the parade 





The Hand Hills Community Float 


and during the afternoon, Mr. Joe Mason, one-man band of Calgary, 
also entertained through until midnight. Mr. Albert Marshall of Delia 
was in charge of the fireworks display which wound up the day. One 
of the auxiliary projects initiated in connection with the fiftieth stam- 
pede was the recording composed and narrated by Bill Dowson of 
Edmonton, called the “Hand Hills Stampede. ” For those old-timers 
or lovers of tradition who may still be interested the Club House still 
has a number of free ribbons both red and gold that may be had for 
the asking and records are available for one dollar plus the postage. 


No tribute of gratitude could possibly repay the many devout couples 
who helped plan and initiate the projects undertaken for that anniversary. 
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OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES CONNECTED WITH 
THE CLUB HOUSE 


Though it would be impossible to mention all those who have con- 
tributed stimulation for the “great heart,” the committee feels that this 
case history would be incomplete without mentioning certain notables 
whose transfusions have been unusual, outstanding, or inseparable from 
the Club’s progress. Foremost on this list is the name Jack Miller whose 
“savolr-faire” was a step between the dynamic and the majestic. This 
description of him published in the July 26th edition of the Hanna 
Herald in 1917 can scarcely.be improved. Quote: “It is hard to imagine 
that one man, Mr. Jack Miller, known among his most intimate friends 
as ‘Hay’ Miller, could finance and engineer a stampede of the propor- 
tions which last Friday’s fine event attained, practically unaided, ‘That 
is to say, this stampede could properly be called a ‘One Man Stampede’ 
because there has been no committee formed. 





“Mr. Miller was president, master of ceremonies and secretary com- 
bined. The duties of financing, arranging the program, advertising and 
a hundred other things fell on the shoulders of Jack Miller—and 3,000 
people say that he filled his position with unqualified success.” Unquote 
Down through the years Mr. Miller’s personality cast an aura of glamour, 
excitement and mystery over whatever functions he helped organize 
at the Club House. Mr. Miller was arena director every year until the 
time of his death when he was succeeded by Dick Cosgrave, who was 
at the zenith of his chuckwagon career, establishing a ten-fold world 
championship record which is still unbroken. 





Billy Shoults, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Chester Shoults, played 
an integral part in the Club's history. His sister-in-law, Mrs. Frank 
Shoults of Vancouver tells us that he attended university in Manitoba 
Prior to his migration west in 1910. This may in part explain his highly 
skilled administrative records which may still be viewed in the Club 
files. His script was immaculately uniform as well as decorative, Perfect 
spelling, precision in detail and excellent phraseology marked all his 
compositions. He holds a rather unusual record as for a period of one 
and a half years he served as both president and secretary-treasurer for 
the Club board, fulfilling all duties with despatch and finesse, ‘Though 
Billy never married he had a flair for entertaining the Indies as well as 
the gents, and could “ad lib” a specch fit for a prime minister, 


Many Indians came to the early stampedes, pitched their teepees 
and stayed in the area for several days around show time. One such 
native son won the acclaim of the committee and they have asked that 
he be rememembered here. Phil Desjarlais, known to his friends as 
“Snakebite,” was regular contestant in the arena where he competed 
in all events and was an expert at earing down wild horses. As a 
chuckwagon driver he also drew favourable comment, Among his ac- 
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complishments was his ability to entertain. Singing Harry Lauder’s 
songs during the supper break at the dances he attracted an appreciative 
group of spectators, who enjoyed his competent confidence. Phil Des- 
jarlais lost his life in a fall hunting accident a few years ago. 


Orville Strandquist is known as the “happy jack” of the Hand Hills 
track, never seen without his grin, is known to share everything with his 
trackmates including “his” prize money. We remember, too, the Bruce 
brothers, Winston and Dwayne, who literally sharpened their spurs in 
the Hand Hills arena. Mr. and Mrs, Lawrence Bruce of Forestburg 
brought their sons here annually, shared our picnics and won our hearts, 
We still watch for the boys’ names in the rodeo bulletins as they follow 
in their father’s footsteps. Many, also, remember Pete Knight who rode 
at the Hand Hills several times, the last occasion being the year before 
his death. 


There are many who by a single facet captured a by-line or a nick- 
name for themselves. For instance, there was “Rainmaker” Mel Gourlay 
who throughout the years of his managership almost invariably copped 
a rainy day. Or “Hard Times” Herman Joberg who utilized every device 
imaginable to economize and finally to stabilize the shaky financial 
structure of the Club House. Billy Millard served as special Club House 
taretaker from 1919 until the year before his death, taking great pride 
in a presentable hall, Little Jock Henderson, a meticulous bookkeeper, 
spent many years in charge of ticket sales at the gate, checking the 
gatemen in and out with the utmost precision. Fred McFadden is still 
remembered as the most devoted, zealous worker for any or all Club 
projects; while Francis Courtney always an avid sportsman rounded up 
@ tough bunch of young brones, helped them build an arena, put them 
on skates and then herded them off to the Number Nine Hockey League. 
‘All this he coached, proving how important it was to “play” with your 
gang as well as “work” with them. The momentum of this great move- 
ment is still remembered with nostalgia. Among the local boys who've 
made “good” is Jack McDonald. As arena manager he has proven his 
versatility at rounding up a superior group of chute workers who like 
himself know how to make a show roll, helps select stock that can deliver 
the goods, and personally knows more horses and cowboys than any two 
stockmen should, Dale Flett, a native son, has probably brought more 
glory and excitement to the Hand Hills than any other individual. For 
though he started small as a chuckwagon driver here in the Hills, he 
travelled fast and went far netting six world chuckwagon championships 
in one decade at a time when competition was at its keenest. 














Back in 1947, the Club directors took up a collection to buy their 
first trophy and the following year they appointed a committee to try 
to solicit trophies for the track and arena events. Vinnie Howard was 
cone of the members of this group who took up the challenge and though 
the others felt unsuited for the task, Vinnie has made his trophy" trail 
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a triumph, Each year the directors feel he has reached the ultimate 
but each year the new additions are larger and more elaborate. 

And so the list could grow and the ranks swell as each director 
makes his dedication and then passes the torch to the others waiting to 
watch by the “great one’s” side. 


CHANGES IN CONSTITUTIONAL POLICY OVER THE YEARS 


Just as a doctor changes the prescription as the patient’s condition 
fluctuates, s0 the constitutional policy of the Hand Hills Lake Club 
House has developed by a system of “trial-and-error” down through the 
years. Earliest records show that meetings were held weekly on Sunday 
afternoons and if a director missed two consecutive meetings he was 
dropped from the roster and a new director appointed. As there was 
evidence that this codicil caused considerable dissension it seems to 
have been dropped due to its own unpopularity. Due to the frequency 
of the meetings often only one item was processed weekly. At that time 
five directors retired yearly leaving a nucleus of four (as nearly as 
can be ascertained from the records) with five new ones being elected. 


In the field of public relations complimentary tickets were issued 
to dignitaries from neighbouring towns as well as six per family to 
directors annually to attend the stampede, Directors were paid for their 
labour at the rate of three dollars per day for the week prior to the 
stampede, Through the “dirty” thirties despite the masterful efforts of 
the executives to maintain the standards demanded by protocol, the 
debts began to accumulate. Large notes were owing at both the Craig- 
myle and Hanna banks as well as notes to establishments such as the 
Hanna Herald. In 1938 when Herman Joberg took over the presidency 
many changes in policy were initiated. The practice of granting compli- 
mentary tickets was abandoned in hopes of narrowing the deficit, Even 
directors were required to pay admission fees and all directors’ labour 
was donated gratis. By introducing expedient “do-it-yourself” procedures 
such as cutting rails and willow posts in Courtneys’ highlands, providing 
free labour and the personal involvement of committee men, the Hand 
Hills Lake Club House once more became solvent. The following mem- 
bers advanced their own money to pay the last installments on the bank 
Joan in August 1943: J. J. Miller, A. C. Murray, F. Gibson, D, H. Wise, 
H. Joberg and C. A. Coughlin; said monies being returned to them after 
the sale of the curling rocks in December of 1943. The reclaimed notes 
and gamishees were burned in a solemn ceremony at D. H. Wise's. 
Although a few years have registered a slight deficit, never since 1943 
has the bank account reached depletion and at the present time capital 
warrants the sponsorship of the Hand Hills history. 














Though many stalwart men have risen up through the Hand Hills 
charged with the urgency of the “great hearts” needs, no small tribute 
would suffice to applaud the hundreds of tireless sharcholders, directors, 
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committee men, gatemen, arena and chute operators, saddlers and un- 
saddlers, race horse owners, track officials, athletes, contestants, booth 
men, serviteurs, families from near and far who traversed the highways 
and byways which led to the Club House. Yes “you” were the corpuscles 
that kept the life lines flowing to and from the “great heart” and “you” 
are the ones who will rejoice to know that the “great heart” throbs on! 
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| REMEMBER 
As will Mr. C. Werner and Ast Morton, when they rode the fences all day 
at the Stampedes, as many would try to sneak in free, to avoid the ticket offic 
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When the Indians from south of the Red Deer River used to go by o 
on their way 10 the Hand Hills Stampede, There would be two or th 
‘wagons and saddle horses. They usually stopped at our place for mil 
Alot of them would recognize us at the stampede. 
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The Indians coming acrost the Joberg ranch on their way fo the reservation 
‘@ few miles northeast of tho Hand Hills. They always camped near the 
35 on the Mason ranch enroute, and then went on the next day. This particular 
loft an old blind squaw to die at the spring. Two of our neighbor boys 

1e, and made them come back for her. These 

‘saskatoons for vegetables and such with 
visits, but they ‘after he was 
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When Chief Walking Buffalo of the Stoney Indians of Morley, stayed with us, 
L. Mortons, for a week, while on a speaking four. How we enjoyed and 
stories that he told us of his Indian customs and experiences. He was 91 years of 
‘age then, but has passed away in the last year. His speaking tour took in the 
, Michichi, Elmer schools and also the banquet of C.G.l.T. 











Chief Walking Buffalo 
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CHAPTER II 


THE ELMER SCHOOL DISTRICT 


The first minutes of this district were recorded on January the 
twelfth, 1912, Since no mention is made of how the district was named, 
it must already have been well established and accepted as that first 
meeting was recorded under the caption, “The Elmer School District”. 
All oldtimers agree that it was named after the first baby who lived in 
the district, Elmer Flett. For further information relating to the nominee, 
see the Lester Flett story 


Unlike many of the old rural schools whose records were lost following 
their absorption by the large divisional system, Elmer School’s records 
have been preserved intact through the foresight of her secretarial officials. 
The following information is taken therefrom. 


‘The School was built by Mr. Robert A. McDonald, in 1912, on land 
purchased from Arthur Daw. The lumber was hauled by Lorne McDonald, 
Sr. A cloakroom was added in 1925 and the buildings were painted in 
1926, by Mr. McCluskey, though they had originally been painted, in 
1917, by Mr. T. Rodie. Mr. L. F. Bell built the first barn in 1914 and 
Mr. T. Wasson built an addition on the south end in 1926. The first 
teacherage, which was built in 1915 by Mr. Bell, was always referred 
to as the “shack”. The coming of the Kerrs saw the teacherage enlarged 
by Mr, Kerr, in 1919, when he added the west wing. The well was drilled 
in 1919. 





The Old Elmer Schoo! taken about 1952 


Among other interesting details unearthed the following excerpts 
are but a few. Mr. P. O, Courtney served as official auditor in 1915; 
Miss Stella Lenfesty was admitted to the Elmer School for one year at a 
tuition fee of four cents a day; school was closed during the month of 
January and often through most of February, for many years after its 
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is trophy is now the property of Mr. L. ©. NELSON, of High River. 
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inception. King Morton was sent as a delegate to the School Trustees 
Convention in Lethbridge, in 1921. In 1922, the funds were so low, the 
board gave the teacher one month’s notice that the school would close 
due to lack of funds. They notified the Department of Education accord- 
ingly, and a Mr. Dobson was sent who made financial arrangements 
that the school remain in operation. 


In October of 1936, the Elmer School was one of seventy-seven 
schools which became the Sullivan Lake School Division, Number Nine. 
For the next twenty years an almost unbelievable degree of mobility was 
evident in relation to the Elmer buildings. The first Hand Hills High 
school was opened in the fall of 1937 with classes held in the Hand Hills 
United Chureh, Later that year the Elmer School teacherage was moved 


vin and Ralph. 
Olive Flett, Lauretta Ps ‘Maclean, Mi 

Third row: Ella Kura, ‘Morton, Bi 
, Jacobina Moench, Arthur Morton, ‘Sophi Gaister, 
Herbert Kerr, Irene Maetche, Bill White, Orlo Fle 












directly south of the Wendelen Moench farmstead, converted to a class- 
room, and high school was held there for a couple of years. Accommoda- 
tions proving too small, another school was moved across from David 
Karg’s, Jr. The teacherage was moved back to this site and was again 
converted into a home. In the meantime, a teacherage was moved from 
Craigmyle to the original site. (This was later moved to the new site 
and now serves as the rinkhouse.) In 1948 or ’49 both the Hand Hills High 
School and the teacherage were returned to the original site, where the 
schools were again amalgamated under the name of Elmer. In 1955, the 
population increase warranted the addition of a third room, and school 
once more was held in the Hand Hills United Church. ‘The new school 
was completed in 1956, a new teacherage was built and a second teacher- 
age was moved onto the south side of the grounds. (This latter building 
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Two back rows alternately, left to right: Catherine 
Maclean, Lawrence Morton, Freda Toske, Edith an Bertsch, Evelyn Mac- 
Lean, Dorothy Moench, Annie Zimbrick, Emma Zimbrick, Frances Kary, Orlo Flett, 
Phyllis and Abigail Morton, Clara Maclean. Rows three and four, alternately: Elmer 
Maetche, Claire Nelson (hidden), Bill Shandera, Gertie Maclean, Reinhold Rosin, 
Violet Nelson, Lorne McDonald, Eunice Maclean, Ben Kary, Ruth McDonald, John 
‘Moench, Katie Zimbrick, Orval Flett. Front row: Wesley Wallace, Charlie Morton, 
Elmer 1, Clarence Shander 



























The first Hand Hille School Class, 1938—Back row, left to 
Morton, Albert Siewert (hidden), Phyllis Morton, Elmer Maeiche, Befty Mossop, 
Edwin Nelner, Bill Mossop, Mary ‘Mossop. Second row: Irma Nelner, Laura Galster, 
4. Frank Bonedict, Maude Morton, Ruby Gibson, Dorothy Gibson. Third row: 
Esther Teske, Ruth Wise, Annie Sieppert, Rosella Morse. Front row: Harold Kary, 
George Nelner, Albert Harrison, 




















was destroyed by fire in 1962.) A rink was prepared at the new site about 
1957 and the fathers of the community were organized to keep it flooded. 
Three divisional buses have been delivering children to Elmer since 1956. 
Elmer was reduced to two rooms in 1965 and a van has been taking high 
school students to Hanna since 1963, 





The following is a list of officials that served on the Elmer School 
Board through the years. As chairman: L. Flett, 1912, E. Beck, Soren 
Peterson, 1914-1919, Arthur Daw, 1914, Robert Congdon, 1919-1927, 
Christian Teske, 1927-1932 and 1936, Louis Zimbrick 1932-’35, Wendelen 
Moench, 1936-'48, Elmer Maetche, 1949-’58, Walter Radke, 1958-'66, 
Earl Andrus, 1966-68. 

The secretaries and their years of service are as follows: F. Tadman, 
1912, W. E. B. Lindsay, 1913, Tom Goss, 1914-715, K. Morton, 1914-1931, 
R. Shandera, 1931-1937, P. Galster, 1937-'54, Albert Moench, 1954-’62, 
Julia Lenfesty, 1962-66, Ken Brown 1966 and 1968 Norman Nelson 1967. 


‘The following is a list of teachers who presided over the Elmer 
School: Mr. Charles Farmer, 1914, Mr. T. E. Rodie, 1915-'18, Miss Lloyd, 
1918-19, Mrs, E. Kerr, 1919-25, Mr. C. Newcombe 1925-27, Mr. W. J. 
Ellis, 1928, Mrs. A. Wallace, 1928-29, Mrs. H. Kary 1929-’31, Miss E. 
Forbes, 1931-’34, Mr. C. Buckley, 1934."35 Miss J. Cook 1935-’36, Mr. 
Weatherall, Mr. Wm. McLauchlan, 1936-’37, Miss L. Kelly, 1937-"40, 
Miss M. Hickey, 1940-41, Miss $. Lynn, 1941-’42, Miss B. Johnson, 
1942.44, Miss A. Marriott, 1944-'46, Mrs. P, McDonald, 1945-’46, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. S, Haluschak, 1947-1961, Miss M. Cameron, 1955-’56, Mrs. 
P. McDonald, 1956-'66, Mr. A. Chaba, 1961-'63, Mrs. E. Maetche, 1961- 
68, Mr. J. Leniuk, 1963-65, Mr. B, Edwards 1966-'68. 

‘These teachers taught at the Hand Hills High from 1937 to 1947. 
‘We sincerely hope that no one has been omitted from this roster: Mi 
Sue Hungerbubler, Mrs. Phibbs, Mrs. D. Cook, Miss O. McKeller, Miss 
Myra Hunter, Miss P. Morton, Mr. N. Smith, Miss D. Huemann, Miss R. 
Deans, and Mr. J. Finlay. 


























‘Moench, Gladys Raugust, 
Raugust, Willie Kautz, Ellie Raessler. Front row: Herbert Karg, 
‘Max Vogel, Clara Radke, Ivan Radke, Shirley Gross, Melvin Ravgust. 
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But a district is more than a school house, 
More than a clear ringing name, 

More than the “Reading and Writing”, 
More than a place on the plain. 
























For a district is made up of people 
‘Who settled in these virgin lands, 

Who suffered and strove as they tamed it 
With diligent toil from their hands. 


Tt is you who have sent us your stories— 
‘That have made us both laugh and weep. 
And now we're returning them to you, 
In this “Hand Hills Heritage”—to keep 


So come put your feet in the oven, 

And light up your com cob, my friend, 
For here, between these two covers 

Your memories will glow once again. 


Your old friends will tug at the latch string, 
Though you may think they cannot come back, 
We're glad to present Elmer’s story! 
Your committee, 
Puyzuts anp Jack. 


| 
| 
MR. AND MRS. LESTER ALBERT FLETT 
ay Inene Courtney 


Both of our parents were raised in eastern Canada and came west 
in their early teens. Dad came from Maberly, Ontario, in 1895 to the 
Airdrie district where his dad became the village blacksmith. Mom, the 
former Mildred Margaret McDonald, came west with her family about 
1900 from Huntington, Quebec. They took out a homestead in the Airdrie 
istrict, but also lived in Calgary for a time, 


Our parents were married in Airdrie, October 17, 1906, and on 
October thirty-first they arrived at Dad’s homestead in the Hand Hills : 
district. This homestead had been taken out in 1905 by Dad and his 
brother Thomas and consisted of NE 1/, 32-29-16-4 and SE 1/, 32-29-16-4. 
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Onto this they had moved @ small frame type building consisting of two 
rooms which they purchased from Frank (Trooper) Newman, and this 
became their first home. 


Previous to his marriage Dad had been engaged in buying, selling 
and trading horses, therefore he already had enough stock to start 
ranching, Many of these were bought in Montana and trailed across 
country to home making many deals along the trail. Through the years, 
he continued this way of life and sold or traded as far east as Kindersley, 
Saskatchewan, and north to Camrose. He took most anything on trade 
and once caused much excitement when this consisted of some oxen 
which for some reason, used to get stuck in the springs at home. However, 
he soon traded these off and alll was back to normal. 

Since Dad was away so much, it left Mom not only to manage family 
and home but also to oversee the hired help outside. We understand 
many of these didn’t like being fired by a lady cither, and this happened 
often. Mom always had her own team to drive and spoke often of a 
matched pair of buckskins, also later, of a team of sorrels of which she 
was very fond. She later sold the sorrels and with the proceeds purchased 
a large buffet which always graced the dining room and two dressers 
much needed in the many bedrooms upstairs. 


In these years she told of how they got their food supplies from 
Stettler and only once a year. These were hauled by team and wagon. It 
took about a week to make the complete journey. They also had to have 
a dry, rodent-proof place for the storing of staples, such as flour, sugar, 
etc. 


Now with the family well started and always help around they soon 
started to build a larger house. This was partly built in 1908 and com- 
pleted in 1909, with the lumber being hauled from Munson by team 
and wagon. This house became our home and was a familiar landmark 
in the Hand Hills until it was dismantled in 1958. Many times we recall 








Elmer in the Roman Raco 
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hearing how their Sunday dinners were often shared with many of the 
neighbouring bachelors. ‘These affairs most often ended up by corralling 
a herd of horses and having a miniature rodeo. 


In 1912, the first school was built and named “Elmer” after our 
brother who’ was the first baby born in this community. Although the 
school has been replaced by a three-room unit with a gymnasium and 
the location changed it still is named “Elmer School”. It was in the original 
school that they held all their dances and parties. As the community grew 
it soon brought about the need for larger accommodations. A meeting 
was held and after much discussion soon came plans for the Club House. 
In this project Dad held an active interest and down through the years 
was always a loyal supporter of the Hand Hills Club House and the 
many events held there. (Editor’s Note: Les Flett was one of two pioneer 
members of the board who were granted a life membership in the Hand 
Lake Club House. The other who shared this honour was Ernie 
Peacock.) 





In such, too, Mom took keen interest as the Hand Hills Ladies Aid, 
‘of which she was a member, made most of their funds by putting on plays, 
catering to lunches, as well as running the booths for the yearly stam- 
pedes. Mom was president of this organization for nineteen years and 
was presented with an honorary life membership at the time of her first 
serious illness about 1950, 


Sometime around 1912 Dad built a livery and feed barn in Highland 
(now Delia) and this being an active pioneer town it was a most success- 
ful venture. However, in the late fall of 1913, misfortune struck and the 
barn burt to the ground. Not to be defeated Dad rebuilt again in 1914 
and business continued. For awhile Gordon Moffat (who had been Dad’s 
barn boss) rented the barn from Dad. Still later, Norm Campbell rented 
it. It was then sold and from information gathered we have found that 
a small part of it still remains in Delia. This was converted into a garage 
and machinery centre recently vacated by the Larkin and Isaac business. 








Going back to earlier years, many settlers had by now broken up 
most of their land and turned to farming. But it wasn’t until 1922 that Dad 
followed suit. In 1927, he bought his first threshing machine and then 
did much custom work threshing for his neighbours, often leaving his own 
until the last. The thirties took them all into the most trying and difficult 
depression, and with. fate playing no favorites they all seemed to manage 
because of a strong determination and the will to stay. 


In the fall of 1939 the barn on the farm burnt down and even though 
it was full of horses, since it was harvest time, with the many willing 
hands of the threshers the horses were all saved. Most of the feed stacked 
alongside the barn was also saved. 


Tt was in 1941 while Dad was looking for a barn to replace the old 
one that he not only found a barn, but also bought a quarter of deeded 
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land and some eleven sections of lease land out in the Berry Creek district. 
This not only replaced the much-needed barn but also enabled him to 
increase his cattle herd. 


Since Dad's interest seemingly revolved around horses he naturally 
joined the sport of horse racing. Some of his race horses down through 
the years were: Ping Pong, Smoky Perkins, (always in the money), 
‘Alberta Lad, Brolynn, Whippet I and Whippet Il, Scutari, So Smart, 
fand Suzette. He always kept the good racers and enjoyed nothing better 
than a good fair race with stiff competition. This was soon to become 
fa family affair as the older members of the family got promoted to being 
hhis jockeys, mainly Elmer and Orlo, although some of the others rode: 
too. Tt was the Roman race that both Mom and Dad enjoyed most and 
in ihis event four of their sons rode at one time or other. It was Elmer's 
favorite and in this he often rode to victory, many times on horses never 
ridden together before. (Editor's Note: In April, 1950, Harry Shoults, 
Proprietor of the Delia Hotel, renamed The Queen’s Hotel ‘Trophy the 
ELMER FLETT MEMORIAL TROPHY, a fitting tribute to a good 


jockey.) 





Stampede time at the Hand Hills always recalls memories of race 
horse men and later chuckwagon drivers arriving at the farm. Sleeping 
necommodations were filled to the limit, but no one was ever turned 
away since there was always room for one more. 


In later years the folks’ interest was drawn into the chuckwagon 
races, fist by their son-in-law, Dick Cosgrave, who drove to ten champion- 
ships in Calgary, and also in’ 1948 by their youngest son, Dale, who also 
Grove to six championships and one tie in the Calgary show. He also 
Svon the CPA, aggregate prize for four years, Though Marvin, too, 
Grove wagons for many years and always among the top he never won 
the hard sought after title. 


Dale also rode amateur brone in 1947 and tied for first in this event 
in Calgary that year. He never had a chance to break this tie as he quit 
in 1948. 

With the outbreak of the second world war in 1939, their son, Ralph, 
joined the armed services in 1941 and spent three of the next four years 
overseas on active duty. They were overjoyed when he retumed home 
safe as many were not so fortunate, 

‘The next years continued on with a marked change towards the 
many modern conveniences as money once again became more plentiful 

In July of 1956, Mom suffered a stroke and this brought about their 
retirement in Drumbeller. On October 17, 1956 they celebrated their 50th 
anniversary with a family dinner and open house at the home of Olive 
and Dick at Rosebud. 
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They lived in Drumheller some nine years and here renewed many 
old friendships as well es making new friends especially among their 
neighbours on Riverside Drive. 


Both enjoyed fairly good health and remained active until their 
passing in 1965. Dad passed away suddenly on April 7th and Mom 
followed soon after on May 10th, after a lingering illness. 


There were twelve children born from this marriage, they are: 

Elmer Lester—deceased 1950. Lloyd Ernest—deceased 1920, 

Olive Mildred—married Dick Cosgrave. They reside on their farm 
at Rosebud, one son Robert (married to Bernice Burt of Drumheller 
three children: Richard, Ronnie, and Robin) 

Marvin Robert—married Flora McLean, reside at Rosebud, no children 


Ralph Sterling—married Aileen Webb. Presently reside at Didsbury, 
have two daughters, Margaret and Mary (Margaret married Dan North: 
cott, one son) 

Orlo Viola—married to Lawrence Hickey and reside at Morrin. They 
have one daughter, Bernadette, and one son, Gordon, 


Gordon Earl—deceased 1919, age 6 


Orval Clarence—single, resides on the original homestead. In 1959, 
he purchased a smaller house from the town of Rosedale, The same year 
he dismantled the huge double structure which served the family for so 
many years. He, also, purchased the Steve Moench farm which greatly 
increased his acreage. He has been outriding since 1950, and also dis- 
tinguished himself as a flat race jockey. Sometimes he is in as many as 
six heats per night. He has won seven belt buckles for being on Dale's 
winning crews, and has also shared the winnings for the Outriders’ Special 
which goes to the least penalized crew. 


Mary Violet—married John McNabb and resides in Drumheller, 
They have one daughter Sharron, who is studying for her RN, and 
two sons, Lester and Dennis. 





Dale Garnett—married Jean Clark and now resides in Calgary. ‘They 
have one son Kerry, three daughters, Gail, Joy, and Carolyn. 


June Tola—married Leslie Campbell, resides in Calgary. ‘They have 
one daughter Beverley and one son Travis, 





Tene Loys—married Fred Courtney, resides in the Hand Hills and 
they have one son, Jerry, and two daughters, Shelly and Vanda, 


Like many of the old pioneers the traditions which they established 
were made to last. Probably one of the most lasting tributes to the Flett 
name stands today in Heritage Park, where Lloyd and Tom’s Blacksmith 
Shop and Grandma Flett’s house from Airdrie are viewed yearly by 


thousands who pass through the park refreshing their memories of the 
past. 
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On looking back. we have many cherished memories of Mom and 
Dad, and of the happy childhood they provided for us—for this we are 
ever grateful 








‘Back row: Les Flett, Geo, Harding, Tom McBeath, Lorne MeD« 
Olive and Lloyd Flett, Eimer Flett, Frank Byers, Alex  Flotc 
fas R'R MeBonald, Marvin, Ms. Flot, Gordon, Rely Han 





ROBERT ANDREW McDONALD 
ay Puyitis McDonarp 


Robert McDonald was born in Glasgow, Scotland, January 3rd, 1854. 
‘As a young man he lived at Huntington, Quebec, where he met and 
married Mary Kinniburgh. They had four children, Dougall, Cha 
Mildred and Lorne. His wife died in the east so when the other Kinni- 
burgh families came west, the McDonalds accompanied them and took 
up residence in Calgary and later in the Airdrie area. There Mildred 
McDonald married Les Flett and they settled on their homestead in the 
Hand Hills. Her father and brother moved to the Hand Hills and made 
their home with the Fletts until Lorne married, Thereafter, “Gran” lived 
with his son, Lorne. 


Mr, McDonald was @ carpenter by trade and built many schools, 
bars, and homes in this area, including Hand Hills and Elmer schools. 
He also built the homes of the Roy ' indsay’s, Jack Bell’s, Tom Clarke's, 
George Morrison’s, Edwin Beck’s, B. Smith’s, Martin Anderson's, (the 
first Congdon barn which was razed b, fire), Flett’s, Lorne McDonald's, 
Shandera’s barn, Cuddie's, Bruce Allen’s, Herman Jobere’s, Rube Peet's 
and Tom Broadbents, to name a few. 


Mr. McDonald drew the plans for the Hand Hills Club House after 
viewing a building that he travelled north of Craigmyle to inspect on a 
farm called McVeigh’s, Three other carpenters helped with the main 
construction, Mr. Carl Zackariasen, Mr. Lorne McDonald, Sr. and Mr. 
Jack Montgomery. Mrs. Hannah McDonald cooked regularly for these 
carpenters, sending the basic staples the first of the week and supple- 
menting it daily with more perishable items. 
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Grandad McDonald is remembered by the family as being a tempestu- 
ous, cantankerous, irascible old man. No one dared touch his tools (with 
the exception of his grandson, Lorne) for fear of being berated by his 
volumous cursing. Mrs, Hannah MeDonald, his daughter-in-law tells 
this incident in relation to his “orneriness”. One fall Lorne Sr. was quite 
ill and unable to help with the threshing, Day Lenfesty’s crew was thresh- 
ing the crop and the bam was needed to stable the threshers’ horses, 
Grandad refused to give up his stall, partly because he couldn’t get along 
with Day. Hannah, perhaps slightly less afraid of Grandad’s temper 
than the rest, told him off. “Here Lorne lies ill and we nearly had to 
beg Day to come and thresh at the end of a long season, so the least 
you can do is be a little co-operative and put your ‘team in the old shed.” 





Grandad fired off in typical cursive style with, “I knew you never 
wanted me around here. It's about time I got out.” Upstairs he marched 
while his son glared daggers at his wife. Grandad rolled up his clothes 
and bedding and packed them in his buggy. He led his team out and 
was ready to hook them up when he finally cooled off and changed his 
mind. Day Lenfesty was flabbergasted at how well Grandad treated him 
thereafter, showing concern for his wellare by saying, “Get enough to 
eat, Day?” 


Frankie Byers often told of an incident which happened when he 
was helping Grandad build Joberg’s house, Ellis was just a baby having 
his nap when suddenly the scaffolding collapsed hurling both men to 
the ground. Mrs. Joberg came out and in her very charming way asked 
the carpenters to please be more quiet or they would wake the baby. 
Finding himself in fine fettle from the fall, Grandad cursed with unflagging 
fervour in his efforts to rouse the sleeping infant. 


His grandson, Lorne, was his shadow and even insisted on sleeping 
with him from the time he was able to walk. On October 22, 1926, 
Grandad and young Lorne were out picking rocks when Grandad suffered 
a stroke, Lome managed to get him onto the stoneboat, then led the 
horses down the big hill to the house, from thence his son carried him 
to his bed, ministered to his needs and was with him when he passed 
away during the night. Winters Bros. funeral directors came from Drum- 
heller and prepared him, right in the home, for burial, The funeral service 
was conducted there also, followed by interment in the Delia cemetery. 
Although only a small marble marker marks his grave in Delia, many 
fine edifices throughout the length and breadth of the Hand Hills staunchly 
stand as mute monuments to a meticulous, industrious, venerable pioneer. 


MR. AND MRS. LORNE McDONALD, SR. 


‘The tales of Charles Dickens are fraught with evidence of the res 
ence of the human spirit in face of almost unendurable physical circum- 
stances. A like tale unravelled on a ridge of the Hand Hills, and might 
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well have been accredited to Dickens’ plotting pen. Such is the story of 
Mr, and Mrs. Lorne McDonald, Sr. 


Lome McDonald, Sr. was born at Huntington, Quebec, September 
sixteenth of 1891, the youngest member of a family of four: two elder 
brothers and a sister, Mildred; all destined at an early age to being maternal 
orphans, The two elder brothers set out early to seck their separate 
fortunes while their father, Robert McDonald, in 1900, brought the two 
younger children to Calgary, where they ran a boarding house. The 
McDonalds often visited their relatives at Airdrie. Here Mildred Me- 
Donald met and married Lester Flett. In 1906, “Gran” and Lome 
accompanied the Flett Bros., Les, Morton, and Tom to their homestead 
in the Hand Hills, "Twas here Lorne proved his worth as a cowhand 
participating in haying operations, spring and fall round-ups, winter 
feeding activities and building up the farmstead as time and needs 
dictated. 


King Morton chuckles when he remembers his earliest acquaintance 
with Lome, when with a gang of boys, ten to twelve years of age, they 
roamed the streets of Calgary. Their favorite pastime was baiting China- 
men, One winter, he remembers, the first snowfall occurred while they 
were in morning classes. When noon dismissal came the boys poured 
out of the school and began making snowballs. A Chinaman was walking 
along with a basket of eggs. Some of the boys hurried past him about 
twenty feet and began to peg snowballs at cach other. He claims it was 
cone of the funniest sights he ever saw as the Chinaman raised the basket 
high in the air and sped the other way to escape the crossfire. 


One Chinaman owned a boney horse and laundry buggy which 
the boys would plague by hanging onto the back dragging their feet 
and stopping the cart completely. The driver cursed them in his “sing- 
song” way, threatened to whip them and prodded the horse to break 
away. Then the boys would all stop pulling and push the buggy quickly 
ahead sending the Chinaman carooming onto the seat. 


Sometimes, when they went too far, a Chinaman would run into a 
Chinese establishment and emerge almost immediately with scores of 
relatives. The boys who could not run fast enough to escape hid in the 
dark places below the stilted sidewalks and sometimes had to lay low 
for hours till the excitement died down. 


Once a Chinaman with a balky horse was hauling a load of hay 
to his stable. The exhausted horse finally refused to budge another step. 
The Tessier boys (who used to live at Morrin) came along and tried to 
lend advice, if not help, to the frustrated driver. They suggested that he 
put a little hay under the horse and light a match to it. The Chinaman 
did, The horse—who wasn’t having any—stepped ahead until he was out 
of range of the flames and the cart burnt up instead, much to the relish 
of the young fry. 
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When their dads would ask the boys what they had been up to they 
would say “Oh! Just playing!” And perhaps, even now, the retelling is 
balm for their consciences 


In October of 1911, while hauling hay on a beautiful fall day Lorne 
was suddenly stricken by a malady which later proved to be pleurisy. 
For three years he struggled with the illness while infection gnawed 
away at his lungs. Though he was just a young man his hair turned 
white during the onslaught of the illness and many will recall his 
abundant thatch of white hair, In 1916, the local doctors sent him to 
the Holy Cross in Calgary where he underwent the first of many lung 
surgeries, The pressure within the pleural cavity was so great when the 
first incision was made that infection spattered onto the ceiling, His 
hospitalization lasted from April until August and he came home with 
fa tube in his side where the infection drained steadily. The tube had 
to be removed twice weekly, cleaned and sterilized, while he changed 
the drainage pads twice daily himself. 





In the meantime, Hannah Moore was growing up in a row housing 
unit in Ratby, Leicestershire, England along with four sisters and two 
brothers. She helped milk cows and delivered milk daily for a neighbour- 
hood dairy before attending school. Though only eleven—having already 
established a reputation for handling small children—Mr. and Mrs. George 
Fitchett petitioned her mother to allow Hannah to accompany them to 
Canada to assist with the travelling problems entailed in transporting 
five small children. After much soul-searching and negotiating, arrange- 
‘ments were made, (the Fitehetts paid her passage which seemed a fortune 
—thirty dollars) and Hannah, forever separated from her family, was 
enroute to a new land and a new life. 


On May 24, 1911, they arrived in Calgary. She vividly remembers that 


all stores were closed’ as it was Victoria Day. At that time Calgary was 
approximately the size of Drumheller—not counting the suburbs. 





The Fitchetts moved to Lonebutte and pioneer tasks filled the busy 
fleeting years. Hannah remembers picking rocks with two pails and 
carrying them to the edge of the cultivation to pile. About 1914-15 she 
came to live at Flett’s to help Mrs. Flett care for her growing family, 
and the workers who were needed to staff the ranch. She vividly remembers 
making lunches to go to a box social at the school when the children came 
running to say Lloyd had been injured in a riding accident. He lived for 
eleven hours but despite Dr. Ingram’s efforts to save him, died before 
morning. 


Hannah and Lorne were married in Calgary and in the rush to 
catch the train leaving Delia her wedding hat blew away and she had to 
buy another when she reached the city. When they returned to Delia 
from their honeymoon, no one could be contacted to take them back 
to the ranch, One of ‘the Gilbert brothers offered to. take them home 
in the lumber wagon. They gladly accepted, 
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Before they left for Calgary Gran had been helping Lome build a 
house on his homestead. They had planned a simple one-storey home 
but Gran had his own ideas for the domicile. When they returned they 
found. Gran’s two-storey dream house with bay windows, verandahs and 
apertures awaiting them. Consequently, down through the years they 
changed the positions of the cellarways, stairwells and partitions many 
times to compensate for the lost “original” plan. 


Tiness continued to dog -Lorne’s days and a series of operations 
marked the early years of their marriage, Most of these absences from 
home were spent in the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary and Lome 
developed a deep respect and devotion for the nuns who cared for him. 
It became a family tradition for him to sit up late on Christmas Eve to 
listen to midnight mass from St, Mary’s Cathedral, over CFCN. The 
last of these operations was performed in 1928 and never again did he 
have to wear drainage tubes. 


In the meantime Hannah, industrious and adaptable, learned to 
operate the farm machinery, milk cows, care for lambs, and organize all 
the family into work crews and somehow insure “Business as usual” in 
Lome’s absences. 


In harvest time Hannah was much in demand to help her neighbours 
cook for the immense crews which were required to staff the old machines. 
Among those she helped regularly were: Mrs. Wise, Mrs. Rube Peet, Mrs. 
Wm, Peet, Mrs. Joberg, and Mrs. Congdon, while she and Aunt Millie 
always helped each other. One fall she cooked for a whole month on 
Fred MacFadden’s cook car and received the wondrous wage of sixty 
dollars. 


Hannah and her daughter, Ruth, were both fabulous knitters, Once 
they turned out a whole suit in a few days, both skirt and sweater to 
match, for Olive Flett who needed it for a special occasion. In the war 
years, Hannah’s needles flew in every spare moment turning yarn into 
socks and other soldiers’ necessities. 


The McDonald home was sometimes used as a hospital ward and 
other people’s children were as welcome as their own. Muriel and Marjorie 
Miller lived with them for five months and many were the escapades 
that took place when the Flett children joined them on Sunday afternoons. 
‘The McDonalds were good visitors and often drove to Delia to Hubbards, 
Sinclairs or Fletchers with the team and buggy for a Sunday afternoon 
visit. 

Despite the work and worry which the years wrought, Lome was 
truly a “gentle” man who spent quiet summer evenings hoeing his lilac 
groves and expanding his violet beds and pansy patches. His illness he 
accepted graciously without complaint, He maintained interest and activity 
in community affairs and served for several years as local weed inspector 
and distributor of liquid weedicide, which was stored in twenty gallon 
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demi-john glass containers. (When they were empty many pioneer ladies 
used them to brew vinegar and we have heard rumours that more enter- 
prising gentlemen used them for wine. This latter statement is uncon- 
firmed.) He worked right up to the end on Flett’s threshing crew when 
he was stricken with a brain tumor in the fall of 1934. Doctors at that 
time believed it was caused from the old infection flaring up and entering 
the blood stream. 


Being @ young widow at any time is a grievous circumstance, but 
being a young widow in the “dirty thirties” could have been a real tragedy 
had it not been for Hannah's resourceful, resilient spirit. However, with 
the help of her son, Lorne, who left school to help her run the farm, 
she managed to raise the younger ones, pay off the bank notes and mort- 
gages and finally cleared the land titles, She also became an ardent 
member of the Hand Hills United Church Ladies’ Aid and her bubbling 
Jaughter and love of fun became earmarks of church and community 
gatherings. 


In 1947, she moved to Calgary where affiliated under Dr. Maxwell 
she looked after his maternity patients following their early release from 
hospital. For several years she made her home with her son, Keith, and 
his wife, Tola, but finally purchased her own home in the spring of 
1962, She still resides there at 71 Cambrian Drive sharing her culinary 
arts with her boarders. 





Lorne and Hannah's children are: Lorne, Jr. who resides on the 
homestead (see Lorne McDonald, Jr. story); Ruth, is the one who 
literally followed in her mother’s footsteps. Among her many talents may 
be found the following: She is an exceptionally fine seamstress with a 
special knack for making cowboy shirts; an avid knitter, she has knit 
innumerable curling sweaters with intricate Fair Isle patterns; and like 
her mother is always pleasantly occupied by other people’s small fry. Ruth 
married Vincent Howard of the A. E. Howard family of Rainbow and 
together they have established such staunch connections with the Delia, 
Drumbeller and Hand Hills communities that all centres claim their 
allegiance. ‘They have in turn been ardent square dancers, curlers, 4-H 
and C.G.LT. leaders, but through it all they have been predominantly 
noted as Drumheller Miner Hockey fans, following their team to Red 
Deer, Edmonton or Saskatoon with undiminishing ardor. Vinnie has 
been an active member of the Hand Hills Lake Club House Board of 
Directors since 1944 and hoth of them are strong supporters of the annual 
Turkey Supper, Ruth often serving in the capacity of overseer. They 
garden with zeal which is only exceeded by their passion for fine Here- 
fords and they are justifiably proud of their registered stock. Their family 
includes: Winnifred (Mrs. Bob McLean) Calgary; mother of their only 
grandchild, ‘Troy. Allen, who is studying law and who recently received 
his B.A. degree. Lyle, Noel and Neil, at home, are all actively involved 
in curling, 4-H or C.GLT. activities and all are accomplished equestrians. 
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Jack and his wife, the former Jean Keay, live on the Tom Clarke 
place with their children, Linda, Lyla, Latry and Dean. 


Patricia, married Bill Tilden of Calgary and their family consists of 
Lorne and Donnie (both married and living in Calgary, Wendy (Mrs. 
Rick Charlton) of Edmonton, and Glen and Kim at home, 


Keith, married Tola Radke, and they make their home in Calgary 
with their family, Rick, Stan, Joyce, and Dennis, Hannah now known to 
all as “Nanny” boasts of twenty-two grandchildren and eight great grand- 
children, though she herself as yet has not reached her seventieth year. 
Her great grandchildren are: Ricky and Tracy Charlton, Troy McLean, 
Shannon and Sandra Hodgson, Kevin, Dwayne and Patti Tilden. 


MR. AND MRS. LORNE McDONALD, JR. 


Lorne left school at the time of his father’s death in 1934, to help 
his mother run the farm, The dry thirties were taking their toll and every 
opportunity was taken to supplement the meagre crop returns, In harvest 
time he drove by team and rack to Morrin where the abundant crops 
on the gumbo soil assured a long threshing run. On the lighter side, 
Lore always found time to attend the ball games at Fred Bertsch’s, 
hockey practice at Thumlert’s dam and remembers how he learned to 
skate on the curling rink at the Club House, in pitch darkness, while the 
“grown-ups” were dancing. Being caught by the directors slowed them 
down a bit! 


In August of 1945, he married Phyllis Morton, a local school teacher, 
whose blood was adulterated with red ink, Their first home was the 
"Theodore Wasson house which Sullivan Lake School Division rented 
as a teacherage. Lorne drove back and forth night and moming to his 
farming duties. In the spring of 1946, Mr. Fred Rosin, Sr. moved this 
house to Hanna, and Lorne and Phyllis moved into a teacherage on the 
school grounds—(The Norman McRae house from Craigmyle, which now 
serves as the rinkhouse). 


In February of 1948, they moved to the Congdon farm. Bob had been 
seriously injured in a binder accident in the fall of 1947, and Lorne was 
to operate both farms, Phyllis was again teaching at the Elmer School, 
this time with a new line of equipment which consisted of: a crib, a play- 
pen, a walker and other accoutrements too numerous to mention. There 
Dixie drank ink (a real blue-blood), took her first steps and had her first 
birthday party. In the spring of 48 the creeks were in full flood, grades 
washed out and roads were impassable for cars, trucks, or buggies. The 
only mode of transportation to school was on horseback. For one week 
Dixie rode behind her mother back and forth to Elmer. 


In the summer of 1948, Bob returned from the Holy Cross Hospital 
in Calgary and with Willard Marriott as a companion moved into the 
‘old house in the yard. Phyllis cooked for them both until the time of 
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Bob's passing in May 1949. Willard stayed on with them until late fall 
when he moved to the Detner house in Craigmyle, 

Lynn and Donna had now joined the family. Lynn was born with 
a true scientific attitude, learning everything by experience. He sampled 
dehoming paste, drank gasoline which had been prepared for the old 
cantankerous Maytag washing machine, drank turpentine while Phyllis 
was painting and swallowed pins while she sewed. Regardless of the 
strange diet, he continued to thrive. Donna, was the blonde chatterbox 
who Kept turning on every light in the house for months after the power 
was turned on in the spring of 1955 because she thought it looked so 
beautiful. January of 1951 the snowfall was unusually heavy. The grades 
were not very high and travelling by car or truck was mostly by shovel. 
Power. On the fifth of January, Donna developed pneumonia, After sitting 
up with her all night clearing the phlegm bubbles from her throat they 
phoned Orval who hed a warm car to take her to the hospital. Lorne 
had to pull Orval’s car the first few miles with a team and sleigh. Albert 
Rosin brought them home about two weeks later around by Delia. That 


was the last trip on either road until a erew of seventeen neighbours 
shovelled the north road two months later. 





In February 1951, Barbara and Brenda Morton were living with 
them as Frances had to stay in Hanna. By March, the gales piled the 
snow higher and higher and one morning they woke to find the house 
completely buried by snow. Lome had to stand ona chait and shovel 
the snow into one half of the porch to get out of doors. The Kerosene 
lamps were still burning far into the morning before he advanced far 
enough in his digging-out operations to dig out the windows. The pump 
was buried under eight feet of snow and chicken houses and sheds wer 
lucky to be identified by an emerging roof comer. Likewise, others in 
the community were suffering the rigors of the blizzard. Rosin’s recall 
that the cattle ate the shingles along the roof of the barn, in much the 
same way that deer nibble the bark from the trees, and the cattle could 
hhave walked into the loft with the utmost of ease. Roy and King Morton 
lost seventy-seven pigs that suffocated in a large pig house under about 
cight feet of snow. George Karg helped Roy dig them out the next day, 
in hopes of saving some but all had perished. Lorne fared better with 
his lost sheep. He stood on the snowbanks around the corrals searching 
for them, Slightly heaving, cracked, shallow banks attracted his eyes 
There he dug, and soon all of the sheep were accounted for. Even a 
CNR passenger train was stranded out east of Youngstown which shows 
the extent of the blizzard. The transportation tie-up was complete and 
many had to be air-lifted out of or into the Hand Hills, Among some of 
these airplane fares were: Bill Lindsay, David Korg, Sr King Morton, 
and Jack Beck. For the remainder of the winter, the McDonald children 
Played on the roof, a nice dry spot that they could reach without difficulty. 
That spring the basements filled with water to within one foot of the 
house floor, before their tum came around to borrow Morton’s pump, 
whichy was in much demand by other neighbours, also, 
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yacock after Some of Mr. Morton’s seventy-seven 


Mr 
they dug their pigs that smothered as a result of 
way out the blizzard 


In the spring of 1952 they returned to the McDonald homestead. 
Lorne was always handy at carpentry, a gift he probably inherited from 
his grandfather. Some building project was always in progress, but the 
renovation of the original home under the initial direction of Frank 
Uhrich and Ray Bigford was undoubtedly the biggest undertaking, Lome 
has always been involved in community activities, especially those pro- 
jects where labour is gratis. The local school board; the school, the lake, 
‘and the Club House rinks; the work bees onthe Club's interior; church 
moving and renovations; found him willing and ready for action. For 
the past twenty years he has been secrctary-treasurer of the Hand Hills 
Lake Club and though not an avid dancer has probably attended more 
dances and functions in the hall than any other director. 


Among the gifts which have given Phyllis the most pleasure down 
through the years she lists the following: Alice Bixby taught her to chord 
on the piano; Willene Miller, the Hawaiian guitar; Andy Proudfoot, the 
Spanish: guitar; George Cowan, the banjo; and Jean Benedict gave her 
six free piano lessons the summer she was sixteen. The following year she 
began filling in at Sunday School and church services playing the organ, 
a position she still holds. 


Phyllis managed to Keep occupied by choral activities, amateur 
shows, showers, giving music lessons, and Ladies’ Aid functions and even 
recalls when the ladies moved the “biffies” from the Baptist Church site 
to the present one. It only cost her one week in bed. As a hobby she draws 
portraits—a hobby which has no accumulation. From 1956 to 1966 she 
flso found time to teach at the Hand Hills and upper elementary grades 
at Elmer and after one year of doing nothing (?) is now on the Hanna 
teaching staff, 
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Their children are Dixie, Mrs. Don Hodgson, of Homestead Coulee, 
where Don is employed by Amerada Petroleum. They have two daughters, 
Shannon and Sandra. Lynn, who thrice attended Tuxis Boy's Parliament, 
is an avid sportsman with a special liking for hockey and softball. He 
has just enrolled at the Olds Vocational College. Donna, recently 
graduated from High School is entering the University Hospital, Edmon- 
ton, to train for her R.N., and Lanny, who has always excelled in 
track and field events, and was a member of Ron Howery’s Bantam 
hockey team who took the provincial championship in 1967, is a student 
in the Hanna High School. 


MR. JOHN PERCY McBEATH 
sy Payius McBeath Mayne 

In the spring of 1906, my father, John Perey McBeath, and his 
brother, ‘Tom, arrived in the Hand Hills from Woodstock, Ontario, That 
summer they put up hay to feed cattle for the winter. My father also 
hauled lumber from Red Deer and built a house. On October the twelfth, 
my mother, my brother Campbell and I (Phyllis) arrived at Gleichen, 
and Dad took us the eighty-five miles to the Hand Hills in a lumber 
wagon, 


Ten days later a prairie fire took the hay Dadand Uncle Tom had 
put up. I was only three years old, but I can still remember standing 
on a chair at the window watching that fire sweep by our new house. 
We then moved into a sod house with a bachelor (I wish I knew his 
name, but I don’t) and we lived there for the “hard winter” of 1906-07. 


When spring finally came, we went south to the Red Deer River. 
I can still remember on that trip seeing cattle where they drifted into 
the coulees along the river in front of storms and died. That had been 
a terrible winter. 

Dad established the post office, at Dorothy, had a store and farmed. 
In 1916 he moved to Delia to educate his family—then to Edmonton and 
later to Vancouver. 

My brother Campbell now lives in Calgary. I am the wife of a United 
Church minister, recently retired, and living in Saskatoon. 

My Uncle Tom and his wife still live in Ingersoll, Ontario, where 
they celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary on October 10, 1967. 
(Editor's Note: Many people were certain that someone had lived’ at the 
Congdon Spring before the store was established there. No confirmation 
could be found until the “Tom McBeath Story” arrived, and he confirmed 
these settlers to be the Percy McBeath family.) 


ROBERT SAMUEL CONGDON 
sy Kinestey A. Morton 
It was in November of 1909 that I first met Bob, as he was called, 
behind the counter of the Hand Hills Store and Post Office, situated on 
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the SY, 5-TS0-R16-4W. Bob came west from Ontario to Lacombe in 
1905 where he worked for awhile, going later to Rumsey where he worked 
on a ranch for Ray Tolman. In 1907, he clerked in a store at Momingside 
for Matthias and McBrine who had headquarters in both Stettler and 
Castor. When the Hand Hills was being opened for homesteading, 
Matthias and McBrine, in 1908, realizing a potential need sent Bob to 
the area to open a store. 





Mr. and Mrs. Robert Congdon 


While he was in Morningside Bob took down with pneumonia and 
was a very sick man. A young waitress in the village undertook to nurse 
him. She was a Swedish girl named Lena (I have forgotten her last name) 
She was a very reserved but clever person, being conversant in. seven 
languages. So Bob and his wife came to the Hand Hills and homesteaded. 
He acquired several other quarters during his sojourn in the Hills, often 
being involved in land transactions, 





Matthias and McBrine built the store twenty by forty and stocked it. 
‘The living quarters were above the store. Every mail day it was a 
gathering place for the early settlers. The mail came first from Gleichen 
and later from Bassano. The homesteaders’ wives received ten cents a 
pound for butter and nine cents for a dozen eggs. The surplus of these 
was hauled out to Stettler or Castor. Most of the butter suffered from 
hauling and the hot weather. I took one load out to Castor and Mr. 
Matthias wanted to know why it had been shipped out, for by the time 
it got there it was pretty soft. However, I don’t think they lost anything 
by it for they took it to the creamery and had it re-made. At any rate 
it was a medium of exchange as cash was scarce. 





‘There were quite a few ranches already established, but by 1909 
the homesteaders really came and settled all the available land, Roads 
were needed and schools also. Bob had an excellent education and was 
instrumental in much of the organizational work. When the Hand Hills 
Municipal District was formed Bob became a councillor and finally the 
Reeve from about 1927 through the dry thirties 


Mrs, Congdon was extremely fond of animals, calling all. the horses 
by name and grieving if Bob wanted to dispose of them as though they 
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were members of the family. She raised a flock of goats, had a number 
of watch dogs, which no one could handle except herself, and were kept 
‘on stout chains in the barn or the yard depending on the season. A number 
of cats were her constant companions. Mrs. Congdon passed away about 
1946 or °47. 


In the late forties, Bob was involved in a binder accident which 
resulted in a broken hip. Coupled with his arthritic condition this made 
him literally an invalid. In 1948, Mr. and Mrs. Lorne McDonald moved 
onto the Congdon farmstead. Here Phyllis nursed and cared for Bob and 
his companion Willard Marriott, who resided in the first Congdon house 
for two years until the time of his death in May of 1949. 


‘The following story by Mrs, Curtis is being included herein as it 
gives an insight into some of the vignettes of life which transpired at the 
Hand Hills Store. 


MY TRIP THROUGH THE HAND HILLS IN 1909 
FROM NovES BY Mas, Joszpmive Curtis 


In the autumn of 1909, the year of the big prairie fires in east central 
Alberta; my husband, a south African war veteran, my brother Charles 
R, Earl, arid a cousin Stanley Boon, had filed on land cighty miles south 
east of Stettler, the nearest railroad. They had left Calgary with a carload 
of homesteading equipment, horses and supplies. We'did not hear from 
them for some time and becoming very worried we had gotten in touch 
with the R.C.M.P. at Stettler. They had informed us that due to the fires, 
the locality where my husband was homesteading was probably burned 
out and as there would be no hay for the horses, my husband would 
probably return to Stettler. 


Continuing to hear nothing from them, when I learned of a mail 
stage which left Gleichen for the Hand Hills (where my husband received 
his mail) I decided to take it and try to find my husband, brother and 
cousin. 


From Calgary I travelled to Gleichen by G.N-R. and upon arriving 
there I learned that instead of a one day trip as I had expected, it would 
take three days to reach the Hand Hills Post Office. 


There were two other passengers on the stage, a woman and a small 
girl from the Dorothy district who had been in a Calgary hospital, The 
stage driver was a young man and very patient with a “Homesteader”. 
As T rode on the front seat with him, the stage was like a democrat, he 
handed me the reins and told me to drive for a while so that I could 
say that I had driven the Royal Mail. We arrived at the Lawson’s Stop- 
ping House the first evening and there I got the impression that the 
homesteaders were to blame for all the prairie fires. 


We started out again early the next moming and before we came 
to the river we saw two men waiting beside the trail. The stage driver 
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became very quiet for a time, and finally said, “This could be a hold-up.” 
We finally came to the men beside the trail, and they seemed very curious 
about the mail bags in the back of the stage but seemed friendly and 
talked pleasantly to the driver. They said they were looking at land and 
were waiting for their driver and two other prospectors. With a great 
feeling of relief we continued on our way and the Alberta sun was shining 
again, 








Our next stop was the river and crossing the Dorothy Ferry. The 
original ferry crossing was a short distance cast of this one, We stayed at 
the Large Log Stopping House (this house was recently demolished). 


‘The third day we reached the Hand Hills Post Office and Store which 
was operated by Mr. and Mrs. Bob Congdon. The store was on the ground 
floor and the living quarters were above. It was quite nice and very 
comfortable. Mrs. Congdon was nice, friendly and very interested in my 
adventure, 


By studying a homestead map, we learned that my husband’s home- 
stead was still a day's journey away and how to reach it was a problem. 
(It was approximately four and a half miles east of where Hanna now 
is). Everyone advised me to return to Calgary, but Mrs. Congdon saw 
that I was determined and by morning she had thought of a solution 
She explained that as she had lost her critter, she would drive me where 
I thought I was going, and meanwhile look for the lost critter. ‘This was 
on condition that I would agree to buy a sack of oats for the horses. 


Coming from Toronto the “Good” and the environments of Bay Street 
Thad never heard of “a critter” and was very puzzled as to what she 
meant. I learned that it provided milk twice daily for the Congdon house- 
hold, 


Mrs. Congdon had a democrat (a light buggy) and one horse. She 
said she would try and borrow another horse from a young fellow named 
Fred Gibson. All her plans worked out and we left early the next morning. 


Mrs. Congdon was a person who believed in being prepared and 
was therefore quite disturbed when she realized that she had forgotten 
matches. She explained that if a prairie fire came towards us we could 
start a back fire with matches. We stopped at the first dwelling we came 
to and obtained some matches. Now ready for emergencies we continued 
on our way, stopping occasionally to scan the horizon for the lost critter. 


With only a homestead map to guide us, we travelled north east, 
and in spite of hay trails going the wrong way we arrived at Thompson's 
ranch house. A Mr, John Lamb directed us to a faint trail which led to our 
destination. 





T saw a sod house and my first thought was, “it won’t bum”, No one 
seemed to be anywhere in sight and then my husband appeared from 
around a hill, where he had been digging a well. His first words were 
“You can’t stay here, You'll have to go right back”. 
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But it had been a long joumey, so I stayed and for sixty years. 


Mrs. Curtis also recalls that right up until before his last illness 
whenever she met Fred Gibson he would say with that twinkle in his 
eye, “When are you going to pay me the rent for that horse you borrowed.” 
Mrs. Curtis would tell him that, ‘that’ debt was outlawed years ago. 


MR. AND MRS. W. E. B. LINDSAY 


Since all efforts to contact the direct lineage of the Lindsays have 
proven fruitless, the following facts are presented as a token of rememb- 
rance from an early neighbour, Mr, King Morton. 


Mr. Lindsay was a druggist who originally migrated to Canada 
from Jamaica. He was already well established in 1909 when the above 
gentleman homesteaded. Mr. Lindsay was a quiet, reserved man affiliated 
with the Masonic Order. One received the impression that they were 
well-fixed financially as money and supplies were always available in large 
quantities, For quite a number of years he was the poundkeeper for his 
township. 


Mrs, Lindsay is remembered as a very capable manager who raised 
large flocks of chickens and turkeys. King Morton remembers being hired 
to move his tractor and chopping machinery to Lindsay’s where he chopped 
a whole bin of feed for the poultry. Mrs. Lindsay had her own democrat 
and light team which she drove to town to do the family shopping, a 


duty, which seemed to be specifically her own. 


They had one son, Melmouth, who was one of the first pupils at the 
Elmer School. He completed his education in Calgary after his mother’s 
death. He married there and has one daughter. Mr. Lindsay also retired 
to that city, renting his holdings to Herb, and later Emil Radke. Following 
Mr. Lindsay’s demise the property was purchased by Guy Siewert. 


‘THE BECK-HUTCHISON STORY 
As Top To Jour Lenrrsty anp Payitis McDonatp 
py Jack Beck 


In 1907 Mr, Edwin Beck came to Calgary from Manitoulin Island, 
Ontario, bringing with him a carload of purebred Shorthorn cattle and 
a team. He had hoped to sell the cattle but the bad winter had just passed 
and the straitened circumstances of the settlers prevented their sale, He 
found pasturage for the stock at Shepherd where he met Anton Anderson 
who was going to the Hand Hills to look for a homestead. Mr. Beck asked 
him to file on a homestead for him. ‘This was accomplished as arranged 
in 1908. 

In 1909 all the Beck family came out to Gleichen by train, The 
family consisted of Mother and Dad Beck, six girls and two boys and Mrs, 
Beck’s father, Mr. Joseph Hutchison. The trip from Gleichen was delayed 
for awhile as Mr, Beck made arrangements with Hamish Kelly and Fred 
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Koller, who were threshing in that area, to transport two loads of Beck’s 
possessions to the Hand Hills after harvesting was completed. Jack recalls 
that each passenger was allowed six hundred pounds of baggage, and as 
their home on the island had been very large, their belongirigs were indeed 
extensive. Taking only the most urgent necessities all of them rode in 
the two wagons, on trunks or any other available equipment which made 
‘2 good seat. They finally reached the homestead and what a disappointment 
it was to find only the fourteen by sixteen shack awaiting them. The 
next week another trip was made to Gleichen to bring the cattle, horses, 
wagon and buggy which took longer in transit. Both Jack and Dora went 
to help with the big drive. Quite @ caravan travelled together as they 
were joined by Donald Patton and Jack Burns of Lonebutte and Williard 
Marriott and a couple who came to stay with him for awhile, Dora drove 
one of the wagons and Jack, though only ten, drove a team of horses 
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Five generations of the Mashon family: Mrs. Annie Mashon, great, great, grand: 
nother, "Mrs, Grece Walters, grandmother, Suzanne and Mrs. Marilyn Ramsey. 
Mrs. Annie Beck, great grandmother 

on a buggy. (They were unable to bring all their supplies and stored 
some of them in Gleichen until the following spring.) The first day out 
of Gleichen it snowed and that night they camped in the open by Jor- 
dine’s Creek, They forded the river at Dorothy about eighty rods east of 
where the ferry now is located and ice was already floating there. Percy 
McBeath had the Dorothy store and that night they slept on the floor. 
‘Among their effects was a large tent which they hoped to erect to add 
to the shack’s accommodations in the Hand Hills. However, the ground 
was frozen so hard that pegs could not be driven to erect it. No shelter 
for the cattle also presented serious problems, so when they received an 
offer to live where Ken Brown’s home now stands they gladly accepted 
the accommodations provided by a two-room house and a barn, There 
they spent the first winter. 
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In the spring of 1910, they moved back to their homestead and en- 
larged the original shack by building a sod addition fourteen by twenty- 
four, One of the girls, Ella, about fourteen years of age, died that first 
year. Ches Day built a coffin for the grief-stricken family. Mrs. Beck 
arranged her daughter for the burial, which took place on the side of 
the coulee east of the house. 


Let us pause for a while, and reminisce about the grandfather, Mr. 
Joseph Hutchison. This old gentleman was endowed with true pioneer 
blood and spirit for he was eighty-three when he filed on his homestead 
and pre-emption in 1910. He lived to the ripe age of ninety-six, never 
having been seriously incapacitated and was able to do a lively step dance 
right to the last, When he passed away in 1922 he held an unusual record 
in the Orangemen’s Lodge, having the longest tenure of membership in 
the Dominion of Canada, a period of seventy-cight years. The day of his 
funeral witnessed a strange competition in the undertaking business 
At that time two undertakers were in Hanna, one who drove a four-horse 
team, the other a motorized hearse. ‘The former was an Orangeman so he 
wwas contacted by phone to bring the coffin on the day set for the burial. 
When he hadn’t arrived by one o'clock the family got worried and phoned 
for the other undertaker. ‘The horse drawn cortege was within sight of 
Beck’s when the motorized hearse chugged past him and into the yard. 
Jack doesn’t recall any repercussions but says he remembers that the grave- 
side ceremonies in Craigmyle were conducted by the headlights of the 
hearse. 





Mrs, Beck was Mr. Hutchison’s only daughter and other people 
depended upon her as did her father and her family. Her services as a 
midwife were in demand throughout the Hills. Among a few of those 
whom she attended were: Mrs, Bert Newman, Mrs, Ches Day, Mrs. F. 
White, Mrs. Rudolph Shandera, Mrs. Kingsley Morton and Mrs. J. York. 


The Beck home was the gathering place for parties, church services 
and bachelors (the latter due to the attraction of so many fair daughters) 
A nine-room house replaced the first sod shack in 1914. The building of 
the barn in 1916 by Mr. R. A. McDonald and Mr. J. Montgomery 
took about six weeks. Jack recollects one day when Frankie Byers called 
in during the construction procedure, and how it almost made the two 
of them ill to watch “Gran” McDonald and Jack Montgomery walking 
nonchalantly along the skeleton ridgepole supported only by the bare 
rafters, Following the barn’s completion, a huge Pentecostal service was 
held there to mark the realization of a fine project. This was the begin- 
ning of a series of social functions which made Beck's barn an integral part 
of the Hills. At the barn dances the following people helped provide the 
music: Fred Koller, on the accordian, Ernie Ernest and Emie Robertson 
on the violins, Harry Sams and his family on a variety of instruments. 


About 1926 Mr, and Mrs. Beck moved to Abbotsford, B.C. While on 
a holiday to the Hills in 1927, Mr. Beck passed away suddenly from a 
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heart attack at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Beatrice McRae, of Craig- 
myle. Thereafter, a granddaughter, Miss Annie MacLean, made her home 
with Mrs. Beck in B.C. until her death in 1936. 


‘Their family consisted of: Dora, who married John MacLean (both 
deceased—see Maclean story); Beatrice (deceased), Mrs. Norman McRae; 
Hilda, (Mrs, F. Blanchard), Los Angeles, California, one son Leland; 
Jack on the homestead; Gladys, (Mrs. Roddy McLeod); Pat of Vancouver, 
two children, Robert and Patsy; and Monica, one daughter. 


Jack grew to manhood in the Hills then in the fall of 1918 he worked 
at the Hanna roundhouse for a year. After working for a while on a pipe- 
line he went to Calgary where he completed a vulcanizing training course. 
He worked at this trade for a year, then the year prior to his marriage 
to Annie Mashon he worked in the Drumheller coal mines. In 1926, 
they took up residence on his father’s homestead where Jack has since 
resided. 


Many houses have graced this farmstead but perhaps the most out- 
standing events relating to the buildings are as follows: The MacLcan 
home and also the Galdwell house were moved into the main yard about 
ten years ago. In 1960, the big house was destroyed by fire and a new 
home replaced it in 1961. The big barn was badly damaged in a cyclonic 
windstorm which tore a large jagged hole in the west side of the roof. 
‘The following year it was repaired and reshingled and now the damaged 
section is hardly discernible. 


About twenty years ago Mrs. Beck suffered a serious illness which 
left her a semi-invalid. She is a patient in the Drumheller Chronic Hospital, 


‘Their family consists of Grace, (Mrs. Gerry Walters), Calgary, whose 
children are Dwight, Bruce, Valerie and Marilyn; Ben, of Finnegan, 
married Alice Faechner, and they have three children, Ruby, Buddy, and 
Randy; Morris, married Ella Martin and with their six children, Terry, 
Kathy, Robin, Barbara, Darrell and Lorna, share the homestead with his 
father; Allred, who married Shirley Pfahl, lives at Fort Macleod with 
their family, Glen and Debbie; Shirley, (Mrs. Pat Rowden) lives in Cal- 
gary. Their children are Susie, Nancy ‘and David; Viola, (Mrs. Dick Pear- 
son) of Bow City, has two children, Kevin and Christine. 





JOHN MacLEAN 
ay Ciara Houcnton 


John Murray MacLean was born in 1888 in the Falkland Islands 
in the South Pacific. His parents first settled in the Bassano area and. 
Tater John moved into the Fish Lake region where he took up ranching. 
He met Dora Beck, a neighbor girl and they were married on September 
25, 1912, at Beck’s with a wedding dance held in a granary to celebrate 
the occasion. Dora was born in 1892 and moved to the Elmer district 
with her parents, from Manitoulin Island, 
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Mrs. John Maclean and John Maclean and Mr. Sandercock, eo 
Annie ‘owner of the Keay Fox Fai 


John was noted for his speed at shearing sheep while he was a 
rancher. The winters were very hard, and one year when winter came 
early his entire herd was snowed under. Hauling hay was the biggest 
task and John was known to have heated the thermometer with a match 
to bring it up to twenty degrees below zero so the hired man would make 
his trip to haul hay. 


John and family later moved to the Elmer district in order that the 
children could attend school there, He played an active part in the 
community, being on the Board of Directors for the first Hand Hills 
Stampede and also had a share in the Hand Hills Club House. Dora 


was well known in the area and fulfilled an important part as midwife 
in the community. 


The MacLeans were the proud. parents of nine children; Annie 
(Proudfoot), the oldest, now living at Elaa, Yukon, Clara (Houghton), 
who liked to play crib with Jack Inkster and still remembers the three 
wishes, now lives at Rumsey, Evelyn (Proudfoot), the first to get married, 
now lives at Kamloops, B.C., Catherine (Bouldue), a hard worker in the 
district, now resides in Red Deer, Eunice (Cawiezal), who likes to cook, 
now lives in Calgary. Her husband was deceased in 1966, Gertie (Mac- 
Adam), who was very quiet and shy, now lives in Toronto, John (Mac- 
Lean), the first boy in the family, is a mechanic presently working in 
Calgary, Jim (Maclean), the only other boy is now working in the oil 
industry at Rimbey, Jean (Beingessner), the baby who was loved by 
all, helped look after her Dad in his latter years, is now living in Calgary. 


John MacLean passed away in 1941 and the family moved away 
from the community. His faithful wife, Dora, passed away in 1963, leaving 
nine children, twenty-nine grandchildren and twenty-two great-grand- 
children, 


NORMAN McRAE, 


Norman McRee was born in Bruce County, Ontario, in 1890. This 
was a beautiful country on the east side of Lake Huron, where we were 
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fed on good old oatmeal and maple syrup. As I grew older the slogan 
in those days was “Go west young man, go west.” 


In 1909, our neighbour Mr. A. J. Campbell and his family moved 
to Gleichen, Alberta, and shortly afterwards my brother Archie followed 
him. Archie then made his home with the Campbell family until that 
summer when he worked in the tunnel at Field, British Columbia. 


In the fall of 1909, Mr. Campbell and Archie took a team and 
wagon and drove all over this country. Finally they each decided to file 
on a half section of land about five miles east of Hand Hills Lake. Later 
in the fall, Archie and Malcolm McLean came out with some lumber and 
built a shack ten by twelve, where they lived all winter. 








In the spring of 1910, Jim Lane and I came out to Gleichen with 
four horses, machinery and a car load of settlers’ effects. This was about 
the first of March and we had to wait about a week or ten days until 
the ice went out of the Red Deer River. We started out with two wagons 
and tried to make it to Lawson's stopping house. There were no roads 
and no bridges, just the bald prairie and lots of mud. We got stuck in a 
mud hole near Dead Horse Lake, which was my first experience in 
sleeping out on the prairie under a wagon. 


Jim Lane had just come home from Calgary after having all his 
teeth extracted, and he had a real job eating our frozen bread and dry 
meat, but he made up for it after he got to Dorothy and got his feet 
under Mrs, McBeath’s table. ‘That night one of our horses took sick with 
swamp fever. The next morning it was down and couldn’t get up, so 
we had to leave him and one wagon and. continue on with just the other 
three horses. That night we landed at the homestead. ‘The next morning 
Mr. Lane walked to his homestead which was one mile south of Jack 
Miller’s Ranch. The next week they sent me to Calgary to file on my 
homestead, one mile east and one mile south of Archie's, 


‘That summer T had the pleasure of driving or herding Mr. Camp- 
bell’s four big oxen, turing the sod over on this wonderful chocolate 
clay, as they call it. 


They were wonderful days, no women to quarrel with and nobody 
had any money. Everybody was happy, looking forward to the day when 
we would all be happily married and living in our big mansions. As it 
turned out we all got married but we never got the mansions. 


The Hand Hills Post Office, where Bob Congdon had his store, 
was eighteen miles west. Of course, being carly settlers, we were anxious 
to get acquainted with all our neighbours. On our way home from the 
post office we met a friendly old man with long whiskers, who asked 
us to his home. It was just @ sod house but a nice home, with six girls 
and four boys, that was the Beck home. I was attracted to that home 
and especially to the second oldest girl. In 1913 we decided to get married 
and from that union we had three boys and one girl. Stanley, who is 
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now living in Vancouver; Harvey, in Wetaskiwin; Rodrick, in Peace 
River, and Reta, in New Westminster. 


‘At that time, there were very few social activities going on, only 
fa dance now and then, Jack Miller, a rancher who lived south of the 
Hand Hills and Les Flett, who lived west of the lake, decided to put on 
‘a picnic and a bucking contest. Herschell Wright came along and said 
“Why don’t you call it a stampede?” So in 1917 the first stampede in 
Alberta originated. ‘They had horse racing, bucking and barrel racing. 
Tam happy to say that I took first prize in the barrel race. 


Oscar Rowden and Carl Hartt were there with their show, “Drown 
the Kaiser”, They had a man sit up on a pinnacle and you had to pay 
twenty-five cents for a throw. If you hit a certain spot, Kaiser would 
fall into a mud hole and you would win a cigar. 





It was nice to see all the local cowboys there: Miles Clark, Day 
Lenfesty, Tommy Bear, the Greenwood brothers, and many others. There 
were also the ladies: Babe Lenfesty, Pearly Pyle, Effie Woods, Elsie 
Lenfesty and others 


In 1920, T bought the Alf Keay homestead where the Elmer School 
is now. I sold this to W. Moench in 1923 and moved to Craigmyle where 
1 took over the old livery barn, formerly owned by Pat Thompson. I turned 
this into a garage in 1929, where I served the public with Massey Harris 
Machinery and Chevrolet cars. In the fall of 1942 we left a thriving 
business to go into Gospel work in the north country. Starting at Atha- 
basca and Boyle we were able to get a number of families to build a 
church, which has been a great blessing to that community ever since, 
The name of it is the Paxson Full Gospel Church. 





In 1944, we heard the Macedonia call to Grand Prairie, “Come over 
and help us.” They had a church in a basement with a lot of lumber 
lying around on top. I said to them “What is all this lumber lying here 
for?” They said “We are just waiting for a foreman to lead us.” I agreed 
to lead them and so the next morning I phoned a carpenter in Edmonton 
by the name of Mr. Glanville and he came out the next morning. I can 
say like they said about Nehemiah “The people had a mind to work.” 
In six weeks it was finished and paid for and they called it “The Grand 
Prairie Light House.” 


From there we moved across the river to Brownvale, where we 
managed to get a few families together who wanted a church of their 
own, Here we built a church which a young boy called Centre Point, 
because it was in between two schools where they used to hold their 
meetings. 


In 1946, my dear wife Beatrice went home to Glory. She was like 
Enoch, she walked with God and so God took her. 


In 1948, T married Mrs. Newman of Craigmyle and shortly after, 
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we moved to Edmonton. We started an old folks home, which was 
called the Haven of Rest Christian Retirement Home. 


In 1964, we retired and moved to our old town Craigmyle where 
we have been ever since 


MR. AND MRS. RUDOLPH SHANDERA 
sy Mrs. May Pucit 


Mr. Rudolph Shandera who was born in 1884 in Czechoslovakia, 
came to Canada with his father’s family in 1906, They resided at Hawks- 
bury, Ontario, for a while but moved west in 1908 where he took out 
a homestead in the Hand Hills, All his farm was broken by oxen and 
a breaking plow. 


In 1917 he married Alice Jane Ditchfield of the Hand Hills district 
‘The members of their family are: WILLIAM (See the Wm. Shandera 
story following), CLARENCE married Millie Francis of Parr, they have 
two children, Alice and James. MAY, (Mrs. Howard Pugh) of East Coulee, 
have the following family: Larry, Robert, Alice, Marilyn and Leona. 
RUDOLPH, JR., married Mary Boulter, of Newfoundland, now resides 
at Morrin. Their children are: Raymond, Philip, Geraldine, and Gerald. 
RAYMOND married Marian Cameron, a teacher from Youngstown, They 
have two children, Rosalic and Bradley. They make their home at High 
River. The twins, ELSTE EMILY, resides in Drumheller and ANNIE ALICE 
(Mrs. Ernest Volb) also resides in Drumheller, Their children are: 
Maryann, Robert, Marlene, Florence, Shirley, Andrew and Linda. 














Rudolph Shandera His wife, Alice and son, 





In the year 1927, Mr. Shandera built a new twelve roomed home 
which was much more spacious than the three-roomed shack in which 
they had been living. Mrs. Shandera passed away in 1933 leaving him 
with seven small children to ra 


Mr. Shandera remarried in 1945 to Mrs, Elizabeth Clarke of Drum- 
heller, a former resident of the Hand Hills. They moved to Drumheller 
in 1953 where they resided until their deaths. Mrs, Shandera passed 
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away in April of 1958 and Mr. Shandera passed away in August of the 
same year at the age of seventy-four. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Since Rudolph Shandera was the personification 
of vitality and versatility; and since his strength and endurance were 
unequalled; and since he truly was a man of powerful ambitions pitted 
against seemingly insurmountable odds we [eel that some reference 
should be made to these facets in this publication. His home was shared 
first with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Shandera, Sr. Then for 
many years his father and brother, Louie, also called Rudolph’s place 
“Home” 


He had a large string of oxen, whose stolidity and stubbornness could 
only be influenced and handled by a man with tremendous determination, 
Tt has been said by early pioneers that if a stubborn ox would not go 
where directed, Rudolph would drag him hence by setting his teeth 
in its ear. At one time Rudolph estimated that he had broken more 
than a thousand acres of virgin soil with his famous span of oxen, this 
included the Dorothy flat. 


He accepted the contract to dig the basement for the White House 
Hotel in Drumheller. ‘This was a one man ‘pick and shovel’ operation. 
He hired another chap to shovel the dirt back at ground level, but often 
had to jump out and help him when he fell behind. Each night he walked 
all the way home to his homestead here in the Hand Hills to water and 
feed his oxen, and walked back to start work in the morning never 
missing a day during the project’s progress. 











‘Among his other traits he harbored a great love for the land and 
was constantly adding to his treasured holdings. So too, he loved to 
play his button accordion. Dancing, especially the Hop Waltz, was 
accomplished with the same vigorous love of life which he poured into 
his work. For several years he served as secretary-treasurer of the Elmer 
School Board. A man of tremendous energy, he proved that a man can 
do anything to which he sets his mind, 


MR. AND MRS. JOSEPH SHANDERA, SR. 


4s Top By ADOLPH SHANDERA 


Mr. Joseph Shandera, who was born in 1858, left his home town 
in Bohemia and migrated to Hawksbury, Ontario, where he worked on 
fa farm for fifteen dollars a month. It took ten years of privation for him 
to save enough money to send for his wife and five children, Joseph, 
Rudolph, Josephine, Bill, and Frances. For a few years they made their 
home in Hawksbury where Adolph and Louie were born. 





In 1905, Rudolph went to Washington, U.S.A., where he worked as 
a lumberjack but came to Alberta, in 1908, where he took out a home: 
stead in the Hand Hills. After his reports of the “wonderful west” reached 
Ontario, his parents decided to come to Alberta also, In 1913 Adolph 
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and his father came and a few months later, the mother, Joseph, Bill 
and Louie followed. The girls married and made their homes in Ontario. 
(All of the family are now deceased except one daughter, Frances, of 
Ontario and Adolph of Hoquiam, Washington, U.S.A. The following 
are the names of Adolph’s sons: Louis, Richard, George, William and 
Joseph.) The Senior Shanderas took up their residence with their son, 
Rudolph, where they abode except for a short sojourn in Craigmyle 
until the time of their passing. Mrs, Shandera passed away in 1923 and 
Mr, Shandera in 1940. 


Adolph remembers vividly and with obvious relish the personality 
of Rudolph’s famous span of oxen, He recalls a team called Spot and 
Jimmy that Rudolph had in 1914. One of them was well broken and 
the other green. They were joined at the necks by a device called 
spreader and in order to get them to pull ahead on the stoncboat, 
Rudolph tied their tails together. All went well until the spreader broke 
and in the confusion that resulted one ox lost its tai. 


Old Broad was another ox with above average intelligence and 
could easily capture a Hollywood role if he were around today. He would 
feign exhaustion, seeming hardly able to stagger another step. This 
always seemed worse along the north side of the property adjoining 
King Morton’s. The driver fearing Old Broad was about to die would 
unhook him. As soon as Old Broad was relieved of his restraints, he'd 
dash over to the fence, raise the wires, crawl under it and head for 
Morton’s cabbage patch. (Mr. Morton finally broke Old Broad of this 
habit by filling a shot gun shell with salt and letting him have the full 
charge in the “north-end heading south.”) 





‘Adolph remembers walking all the way to Hanna with Charlie 
Shoults to enlist in 1916. Though he lied about his age to get in, 
his hardy background proved his manliness. He went overseas and saw 
action before the armistice. The following are the names of Adolph’s 
sons: Louis, Richard, George, William and Joseph. 


‘A son Bill, who operated a garage in Craigmyle, married Augusta 
Freml, and their family consisted of: Marjorie Herdsman of Calgary, has 
two children; Ruth Ross, Calgary, three children; Doris Hampton, of 
Toronto, has five children. The following are all of Calgary: Augusta 
Karg has five children; Jim married Grace Langevin. They have two 
children, Dorothy Boettcher has two children; Robert has two children; 
Shirley Clovechok also has two children 

Editor's note: Word has been received that on July 25, 1968, Adolph 
Shandera’s youngest son, Joseph, died suddenly while playing a game 
of golf at Hoquiam, Washington, 

LOUIE AND JOE SHANDERA, JR. were the bachelor sons of Mr. 
and Mis. Joseph Shandera, Sr, who migrated to the Hand Hills from 
Bohemia, Joe, Jr. operated a barber shop in the village of Craigmyle, 
while Louie stayed on the farm and assisted his brother Rudolph with 
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farming operations. Louie was a very mild, quict mannered fellow with 
an “ever-ready” laugh. He loved to go visiting and was a familiar figure 
walking the roads or the fence lines with his briar pipe clamped between 
his teeth. Being a splendid skater and also being fond of children, he 
spent long patient hours on the sloughs in winter teaching the Shandera, 
MacLean, and Morton children how to skate, Both Louie and Joe died 
from heart attacks while in the prime of life, 


WILLIAM JOSEPH SHANDERA was the eldest son of Rudolph and 
Alice Shandera. While an adolescent he contracted TB of the hip which 
confined him to bed for many months. For an extended period after he 
was remobilized a rigid leg brace was required to help support the 
weakened member. ‘Thereafter, he was characterized by a slight limp. 
In June of 1945, he married Miss Iva Wilkinson of the Coronation area, 
and they lived on the Alec Clarke place for a while before moving to 
the Vicker’s Farm, southwest of Drumheller, In 1947 they moved from the 
Hand Hills Lake district to the Elmer district where his children attended 
school. Bill is remembered for his passion for dramatics and organizations 
casting for actors always had Bill's name at the top of their lists, No part was 
too difficult or hilarious for Bill and he especially loved roles which required 
him to dress up like a woman. In October of 1963 he moved to Sheerness 
where he was employed at the coal mines but he passed away suddenly in 
December of the same year. His daughter, Nellie, (Mrs. Don Trottier) 
has two children, Twila and Trevor, His son, Joe, of Jasper married 
Pat Moore, and they have two children, one son Shane and a daughter 


MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND SHANDERA 


Raymond Shandera married Miss Marian Cameron, a school teacher 
from Youngstown, in 1956. For several years they made their home 
on his father’s homestead, during which time Marian “subbed” at the 
Elmer School. They were both involved in the affairs of the United 
Church, and Marien especially enjoyed the choir and Ladies’ Aid 
activities. For two years they spent their winters in Delia where Marian 
was teaching in the Elementary department and Raymond was sssisting 
in taking care of the ice at the curling rink, ‘They moved to Calgary in 
the fall of 1965 and at the present time are living at High River with 
their two children, Rosalie and Bradley 








MR. AND MRS, 0. MAETCHE 
by LawneNcr anp ExMer Marrone 
Otto Maetche was born in Kulm, North Dakota, U.S.A. in 1890 


and came to Red Deer in 1900. He made the irip with his family to 
Red Deer in five railway cars with sixty-five head of cattle and litecs 
horses. 


‘They spent the first winter five miles north west of Innisfail, His 
brothers homesteaded cast of Olds in 1901, In 1907 his father died and 
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in 1908, Otto and his mother moved to the Hand Hills and as he was 
not eighteen years old his Mother filed e homestead and held it for him 
until he was eighteen years old. 

They built « house with lumber hauled from Olds, The walls were 
plastered with a mixture of straw and clay. It took two and one half 
days to get the three loads of lumber across the river. They had to lock 
the wagon wheels coming down the river banks. 


‘The lumber for the barn was hauled from Stettler. Otto lived one 
and a half years on the homestead. He did not break up much land. 
He had eighty-five head of cattle and twenty-eight head of horses. They 
used to dip cattle at Taylor's ranch. 


In 1908 a prairie fire drifted down from Big Valley and destroyed 
all the grass land and hay stacks. 


On November 23, 1913, Otto and Maria Siewert were married in 
the Evangelical Church in Hanna by Rev. Finkbeiner. The wedding 
party drove to Hanna and back by team and buggy. 


In 1914 his mother sold out. At the sale the first bid on a team 
of horses was five hundred dollars and they finally sold for six hundred 
twelve dollars. 


A baby girl, Ruth was bom and in 1917 a son, David was born. 
Both children died in 1918 in the flu epidemic. 


In 1916 neighbours formed a syndicate in a Case Steamer and a 
twelve-bottom plough. The syndicate included: C. Teske, Louis Zim- 
brick, Fred Gaetz, Bob Congdon, Bill Lindsay, Otto and Guy Maetche. 
They broke up five hundred acres of land north west of Watts. 


In 1919 Otto bought his first car, a Grey Dort, from Mr, Jones, 
the LH.C. dealer in Hanna. 

In 1920 their son Elmer was born. 

In 1922 Otto bought out the Fletcher Lumber Co. of Hanna and 
built his second barn. Mr. Hawkins of Calgary helped build the barn 
with the help of the neighbors. Five lambs were butchered to feed the 
crew. Church was held in the barn while the Hand Hills Baptist Church 
was under construction, 





In 1925 their son Lawrence was born. 


Their new house was built in 1926 on the homestead by Mr. 
McCloskey. Two years later Mr. Maetche bought his first new truck 
With this truck he hauled a lot of wheat for the neighbors to Craigmyle 
‘This was the year of the big crop. He sold his wheat for twenty-cight 
cents a bushel and the cost for threshing was eleven cents a bushel. 


Their youngest daughter, Esther (Mrs, Al Wunderlich, New West- 
minster, B.C.), was born. 
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In 1934 he bought his first tractor from Oscar Murdock, a Fordson 
on steel with a two-bottom plough, A few years later Otto traded this 
tractor back to Mr. Murdoch for a 15-30 McCormick. ‘The first new 
tractor owned was bought in 1944, 


A familiar sight was Otto with a driving team and coyote buggy, 
which was a democrat and a hound box which he could open with one 
pull on a rope from the driver’s seat. He hunted coyotes in almost all 
parts of the country. The most dogs he had at one time were nine and 
the best catch in one day was seven coyotes. He still runs good com- 
petition with modern television with his stories to his grandchildren 
about coyote hunting. He bought a Winchester 45-75 rifle from a fellow 
that was staying at Bill Lindsay’s. ‘The gun is still in working order and 
a few shells left. 





Mrs. Maetche always had an open house for church, choir members, 
and ministers as the home was so near to the church. 

In 1952 Mr. and Mrs. Maetche retired to Hanna. They travelled 
almost yearly to the coast till the passing away of Mrs. Maetche in April 
1966 


Mr. Maetche is still very active today with farm work on the farms 
of his two sons. 





MR. AND MRS. GUY MAETCHE 
sy Mrs, Guy Mart 





HE 


Mr. and Mrs. Guy Maetche grew up, went to school and married 
in the Mayton district east of Olds, At that time Mayton was a small 
town which boasted of two stores, a post office and creamery among its 
other facilities. All supplies were hauled from Olds by team, but since 
Mayton wasn’t situated on a railroad, the town disintegrated. 


The Maetches were married in 1912, All their family except George 
and Al were born in the Hand Hills, the last mentioned being born after 
they moved to Craigmyle in 1928, 


Mr. Maetche was an avid coyote hunter and often made some 
fabulous deals to insure good coyote hound stock. Mrs. Maetche recalls 
that once he traded a car in good running order for two hounds; and 
in another instance he sold a hound for fifty dollars to a coyote hunter 
named Daetz, from near Endiang. 


Pioncer women were fantastic workers. Mrs, Maetche helped with 
the land cultivation as well as accomplishing her many houschold chores, 
besides feeding and tending a growing family. The binder was too difficult 
for her to operate, being a very small woman. However, she recalls 
pushing Irene and Violet, in a baby buggy, from windrow to windrow 
as she stooked all day, In the evening she went home and milked nine 


cows. In her spare time she made the cream into butter which she traded 
for her groceries. 
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on Like many pioneer ladies she remembers the fascination of the Syrian 
nis peddlars’ carts; long buggy trips coming home from town after dark; going 
ew fo Miller’s for the Stampedes and the great community effort that erected 
b the Baptist Church. 
iv ‘The Maetches retired to Hanna in 1964 and Mr, Maetche passed 
a away there in 1966. 
al 
nd The children are all married with families of their own, 
= Irene, Mrs. Frank Croker lives in Calgary, as does Violet and Al. 
= Edwin lives in Toronto, Bob in Hanna and George at Craigmyle. 
va EDITOR’s NOTE: Otto Maetche related the following story about 
“horse” sense. His brother, Guy, sold a team, a mare and a gelding, 
rs, to Mr. Chambers at Morrin. Mr, Chambers re-sold the team to someone 
| south of Calgary. Four years later the gelding returned to Guy Maetche’s. 
ed 1 He stood at the gate until Guy opened it, walked into the barn and went 
at up into his own stall. 
' In the meantime, the Calgary owner phoned Mr. Chambers to see 
me if the gelding was there, Mr. Chambers unable to phone Guy phoncd 
| Mr, Fred Gaetz at Craigmyle asking about the horse. At church the 
| following Sunday, Mr. Gaetz gave the message to Guy. Upon investigation, 
i Guy discovered that the mare had died and the gelding had left on his 
lonely trek three days later. 
ied ELMER MAETCHE 
all 
its I was born in 1920, the eldest son of pioneer homesteaders, Mr. and 
a Mis. Otto Maetche, of the Hand Hills district. 
k Except for a term of two years in the Army in World War II, I have 
i spent all my life in this district and have enjoyed many community 
has i activities such as baseball, hockey, ete. 
[ I attended the old one room Elmer School, riding horseback every 
o i day as at this time school buses were unheard of, 
lls j ‘The memory that stands out most in my mind is that of the “Dirty 
nd Thirties” and dirty thirties they were! The dust storms darkened the 
ter skies so that my mother had to light the old kerosene lamp in the daytime 
‘ to continue her work. 
ith | One of my greatest enjoyments was to go coyote hunting with my 
yt yy" iB ry 
es, | dad. 
ut In 1944 I decided to settle down and purchased the Mike Kary 
es 4 place which was the 1908 homestead of C. Teske. He and Fred Gaetz 
ae batched there, Across the coulee were two other bachelors, Henry and 
al Chris Sauer. Other early occupants of this farm were Mr. and Mrs. 


Woods, Mrs. Neilson and then the Karys. 
3 
































‘That same year I married Elizabeth Johnson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fos Johnson of Michichi, who was teaching at the Elmer School. 
We set up housckeeping high on a windy hill 


Four children were born to us while we were living here—Mary 
Dean, married to Ron Sneath and at present teaching in Edmonton; Janet, 
a hairdresser in Edmonton; Kirk, now attending High School in Hanna 
and Kim who is attending Junior High in Hanna. In 1956 we moved 
to my parents’ farm as they had retired and moved to Hanna. In October | 
of that year our fourth daughter Leah was born. 

H 








At present, I am occupied in mixed farming and school bus driving 
and my wife, Betty, is teaching at the Elmer School. 


A HOMESTEADER’S REFLECTIONS 
sy Perer GALsTeR 

Gone forever are the happy homestead days, 
The horse and buggy, wagons and sleighs, 
The walking plow and the oxen—no more “Haw!” or “Gee!” 
‘The wagon trails across the country as far as the eye could see, 
‘Through coulees, around lakes, up and down the hills; 
Folks riding in the open exposed to weather’s chills, 
No bridges or railroads were there to cross, 
No traffic cop to stop you and tell you that he's boss. 
No stop signs or red lights, no limit to speed. 
It was up to you to drive safe-and just m 
No worries to find some place for oil and gas. 
All that was needed for power was water and grass. 
A big change to “iron and steel” from “horseflesh and leather”, 
But still man has not been able to control storms or weather. 
Way up yonder in the heavenly blue sky 
Where the air was pure and happy birds did fly 
Its now overtaken by flying objects controlled by man, 
‘That takes away the freedom of the feather clad clan, 
Nor have we forgotten how we tried to speak with an Indian tribe, 
And the peaceful smoke rising from the good old com-cob pipe. 
We still remember that carly stampede, what excitement took place. 
At the performance of the old slow horse race. { 
When all the bucking horse riding and calf roping came to an end, | 
Everybody watched the performance of the greasy-pole climbing event. 
Many nations now spend millions to win another race. 
Way out beyond the earth in outer space. 
But for me, these memories I will never, never trade. 
A little spot on the earth which is called “The Old Homestead”. 
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THE MOENCHS AND THE GALSTERS 
ay Perer GArsTER 
“HOMESTEADING HARDSHIPS” 


This is the history of two families that came to Canada of which 
my wife and I are both members. The first was Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Moench’s family (SR.) including seven children. according to age? 
Wendelen, Sophia, Leonhard, Dora, Beatrice, Amalia, and Edward. The 
second family was that of Mr. and Mrs, Bernhard Galster with their 
six children at the time of entry: two more were born in Canada, Peter, 
Flizabeth, Augustine, Albert, Ludwig, Ronald, Christ, and Katie. 


We migrated to Alberta from North Dakota, arriving in Olds, 
August twelfth 1907, Each family had one railroad boxcar filled with 
livestock, machinery and household effects, One man was allowed to 
accompany the car without being charged railway fare. Wm. Moench 
was in Moench’s car and Louis Zimbrick was in Galster’s car. These cars 
did not arrive at the same time we did, so a house was rented for one 
month, in hopes that a homestead would be located and we could move 
onto it—but these hopes did not materialize. After going over the area 
west of Olds as far as they could travel, north as far as Ponoka and 
east to the Red Deer River, no suitable land could be found. By this 
time they realized it was too late to move to a homestead before winter 
set in, even if they found one, so they looked for a place they could 
rent for the winter where feed could be put up for their stock. This 
search proved more successful as they found a farm three and a half 
miles north west of Olds, which had twenty acres of oats on it and 
enough grass from which to cut their winter's supply of hay. The 
buildings were all of log construction but the house was large enough 
to accommodate both families. It had been vacant for some time and 
needed a lot of cleaning, but this did not take long with everybody pitching 
in, Again luck was against us as an carly snow came along and laid the 
coat crop flat so it had to be cut with the mower one way, for green 
feed, as it was also frozen. However, the snow all melted and enough 
hay was put up to last the winter. Wood was also cut in quantit 
it was plentiful, but we had no coal. 





Mr. Galster and Mr. Moench were both about forty-five years of 
age, but the children of the Moench family were about ten years older 
than the children in the Galster family. Louis Zimbrick stayed with 
these families, he was also interested in a homestead. He was the only 
one who could speak English and had to act as interpreter, which he 
was glad to do. 


Finally everything was ready for the winter and the men again 
began seeking a homestead, this time farther east of the Red Deer River, 
as far as the west side of the Hand Hills and north. When they found 
some land that looked pretty good, they rushed back to the Land Tides 
Office in Calgary only to find that this land had already been filed on. 
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Stephen Moench’s (Sr.) first mud house with Sophia, Leonard and Bead 
Mrs. Stephen Moench, Sr. in the foreground 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Galstor 
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So the search began all over again until winter set in. Still no home- 
Meads were found. A tent, stove, food supplies and feed had to be 
erfed on each trip as well as a guide who knew the country and could 
taad the inscriptions on the land stakes as to section, township, range 
wad meridian, Some of those trips took a week or ten days, and most 
of the time they had to camp out on the prairies overnight. 


After the winter of 1907 and 1908 set in, nothing could be done. 
Louis Zimbrick and some of the oldest members of the Moench family 
‘went to work in Olds but the Galster children were too young, the 
Gldest being cleven and there were no schools out there either. During 
that winter in the bush, all kinds of speculation was going about what 
Should be done the next year, and where could a homestead be found, 
‘The best solution seemed to be to rent a farm for a year if they could 
get one. In the year 1908 two farms were found and rented in the 
Mayton district, twenty miles cast of Olds about three or four miles 
apart, in a fairly good farm district, No bush and good soil, but only 
tats and barley could be grown, At that time, other grains would not 
ripen before the frost came. Even the oat erop froze that year 


Information got out that there were some new homesteads being 
served east and north of the Hand Hills so after seeding the search began 
‘once more, this time on the east side of the Hand Hills. These hills 
ooked really big from the west, almost as high as the mountains. Nobody 
seemed to know how far it was but according to the maps it did not 
seem too far and also showed the Hand Hills Lake, so this time they 
found real good land. If only it would still be available by the time 
they got back to Calgary. This time they were more fortunate, so they 
filed on several parcels which they had marked, Some of the best was 
gone but still some good plots were left, ‘They were quite jubilant, At 
that time a homesteader could purchase another quarter section for three 
dollars an acre on installments but it had to adjoin his homestead. So 
applications were made for these pre-emptions. In order to get title to the 
homestead after three years it was necessary to break up thirty acres 
or run a certain amount of cattle and live on the property for six months 
out of each year. 





‘Time did not permit us to do anything on these homesteads until 
after harvest so it was decided to put up the winter’s feed and stay on 
the rented farms until the following spring, then move to the hills as 
soon as possible. The harvest was late due to bad weather, but it was 
decided to make one trip to the homestead with machinery so there 
would be fewer trips the next spring. I was permitted to go along so 
three wagons were loaded, two of Moench’s, one team on cach, Mr. 
Moench driving one team’ and Leonhard the other. ‘The first day we 
got to the river and stayed at a farm just above the river overnight. The 
Grossing was east of ‘Trochu. The men had crossed here before, and 
knew the banks were very steep and high. We put a rough lock on each 
hind wheel, had a team behind with a chain from the neck yoke to 
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the axle to hold the load back in case the team in front could not hold 
Finally, we got all three loads down safely. 





The next thing we had to do was ford the river as the ferry had 
been pulled out for the winter. It was a nice day and the water was 
clean, It took a while to decide who was going to take the first risk. My 
dad and I were chosen, The water was not very deep, only got into the 
wagon box for a little ways, but there were such big rocks we almost 
upset the load a few times. Nevertheless all three wagons made it. Now 
to get up the hills on the other side. We put six horses on each load 
and finally all the wagons were on top. 


By this time most of the second day was gone. After driving for a 
few miles we noticed that everything was black. This was only a week 
or so after the big prairie fire had gone through. This crossing was called 
the Stone Pile Crossing and the fire started not very far from the river. 
We had seen the glow in the sky for a couple of nights all the way 
from Mayton; but didn’t know where it was, (However, we knew what 
these fires were like because both families were burnt out once in North 
Dakota.) As far as we could see everything was black to the Hand Hills 
so the first hay stack we saw we helped ourselves to all the hay we could 
get onto our wagons, which wasn’t very much; but enough for a conple 
of days and nights, That night we camped at a ranch (McKee's, I think). 
A poor fellow had to move out because he lost all his feed in that fire 
The third night we camped in the Hand Hills in the bush. It got so 
dusky we lost the road and couldn’t go any farther. While we were 
‘making camp a man came out of the bush with a shotgun and made us 
stick our arms up, but nobody could speak English so it was impossible 
to explain our presence. However, one fellow noticed our difficulty and 
asked if we could speak German. He was one of the Brady boys. Their 
house was only a short distance away. We became friends right there. 
We had no water, so he took us along and showed us their spring and 
the road out. He also invited us to stop by on our way back. 


‘The next morning the weather did not look very good. We reached 
the Hand Hills in the afternoon of the fourth day. Then we had to 
split up. We had to go north while the Moench's went east to locate 
our separate homesteads, We intended to unload our machinery and hit 
back that night. We soon saw that our land was burnt off but Moench’s 
wasn’t. A strong north wind was blowing and it started to snow. Now 
if anybody ever drove actoss the prairie with a big load you will know 
how fast you can go, not much over two miles an hour. After we had 
gone a couple of miles it began snowing harder so we figured we had 
better head east to meet up with the Moench's and find some shelter, 
as we had the tent and stove on our wagon, In the meantime, Mocnch’s 
were heading northeast. They saw us coming but never stopped to wait 
for us. We did not like the idea but we kept following them. They 
disappeared over a hill. By now it was really blizzarding and we sure 
wished we could make better time. Here the grass was taller and we 
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could follow their tracks, but we were certainly curious as to where 
Mr. Moench was heading, We soon found out, when we reached the 
hill where they had disappeared. Just a few hundred yards away were 
some buildings. That was the W. B. Lindsay ranch. Mr. Moench. had 
fiready inquired if we could stay there and we could get our horses 
in his stables, but there was no room in his house for us, so we stayed 
in the tent. We gathered some old rails and kept the stove going all 
night. The next day towards noon the storm let up some, so we unloaded 
Gur loads all in one pile and started back to the Hand Hills where the 
man with the shotgun lived. We stayed for two or three days waiting 
for the river to freeze hard enough for us to cross. By then the weather 
had warmed. up so we started back, We got to the river early in the 
forenoon. ‘The ice wasn't more than one inch thick but we had to do 
something to get across, If it didn't carry we would have to break it up 
‘and then drive through. First, we spread some sand so we could lead 
horse on it and test it, It did a lot of cracking but it was tough and 
didn't break. We carried more sand all the way across, then led the 
horses over one by one, and finally pushed the wagons over by hand. 
There were five of us (Sam Teske, Chris Teske’s dad hhad come looking 
for land for his son, but due to the snowstorm had had no luck.) Well, 
we had spent most of the day at the river and by the time we had 
everything across, the water was running on top of the ice. When we 
got to the top of the river banks it was sunset and we had some twenty 
miles to go to our homes, but it was a nice evening and we made it 


‘There was hardly any snow at Mayton, so we finished our harvesting 
but no further attempt was made to go to the homestead until spring. 
‘The Moench’s got an earlier start to come out and build a shack. Due 
to sickness we were unable to come until about ten days later, Louis 
Zimbrick was with us. We had two wagon loads and there were two 
other men with us who hed filed on a homestead (unseen) around 
Morrin. (After they saw it, they went back and took the lumber with 
them.) We had crossed the river. We had to stop for one day until 
the blizzard was over, but this time it didn’t snow at the Hand Hills 
We put up our shack as quickly as we could and started back. We made 
the trip back in one day. The days were long and the weather was nice. 











‘When we got home the Moench’s were ready to move. They stopped 
at our place overnight. The next moming they started their trip which 
would take four or five days as the cows and calves could not make 
very many miles in one day. Everyone exchanged “good-byes” and “good 
lucks"—for them to go and us to come. Then bad weather set in and 
it rained almost every day for three weeks and we couldn’t get away. 
However, when it quit, it stayed nice and we started. We had one covered 
wagon for the children as one was about a month old. We got to our 
homestead about-the first of June. 


‘The first thing to do was get started on some buildings, and dig a 
well, Money was scarce and it was far to haul material so it was decided 
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to build with mud and stones and sod. It was a long, hard job but cheap. 
Some of those buildings are still im use. We also had to break up some 
land so we could put a little crop in the next spring. It was a dry summer 
and we couldn't get much breaking done that first year with all the 
work on the buildings. Sometimes, the mosquitoes were so bad it was 
impossible to work, so smudges had to be kept going all the time, The 
stock had to be herded as there were no fences, and we had no grass 
due to the fire the previous year, but we put up some hay on some 
land a little south of us. The Moenchs were more fortunate as their grass 
had not been burned. By the time winter came, we had our buildings 
up and feed ready so we had our own home once more. However, there 
was. still a long struggle ahead, as it took money everyway and none 
to be made; but those people had more courage and faith than can be 
imagined. 


Moench’s homestead was on the northeast quarter of section two, 
township thirty, range sixteen, west of the fourth—the Galster’s had the 
southwest quarter of section sixteen, thirty, sixteen, four and Zimbrick 
was on the southeast quarter of fifteen in the same township. ‘There 
were not very many people came out that year (1909) but in 1910 a lot 
of settlers came. By that time there were more roads. 


(Editor's Note: Mr. Galster included a lot of valuable information 
about the Hand Hills Store, the first blacksmith, Mr. Jack Greur, F. B. 
Randall, the first veterinarian, Dr. Lawson, and Mr. McDonald, the 
carpenter, and the first Lutheran minister, Rev. Paul F. Kochneke. To 
avoid repetition these have been included elsewhere in the book.) Mr. 
Mason, a grandfather of some of the Masons still around, opened up the 
first coal mine on his ranch about three miles north west of the Hand 
Hills Store. The Marshall Brothers: John, Dan and Joe were the miners. 
‘Ten wheelbarrows full was considered a ton. Later it was operated by 
Dan Clump. The Brady Brothers who had homesteads up in the Hand 
Hills were horse ranchers and they cut a lot of timber on their land, 
and supplied the homesteaders with thousands of willow posts and poplar 
rails. So even though their land could not be farmed and didn’t have 
much grass it still paid, as horses sometimes reached the price of two 
hundred fifty to three hundred fifty each, 


Mrs, Stephen Moench was a nurse and many sick people in those 
early days depended upon her help and hed great confidence in her 
for many years. She set many broken bones, cared for expectant mothers 
and other sick people until she could not go any more on account of her 
own health. 


J. C. Trenamen was the Law around the Hand Hills as he had been 
appointed Justice of the Peace, He was also fire warden. He had a 
little buckskin pony and whenever a fire broke out Mr. Trenamen rode 
this pony from place to place calling men to fight fire and there could 
be no excuses unless you were sick, He had no saddle or bridle but 
would go riding as fast as the pony could run 
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Mr, Venus had the first steam threshing outfit that I recall. He 
threshed all the crops around in 1911. He never refused anyone, and 
although the jobs were small it was after New Year’s that winter 
before he finished up. The Peterson Brothers ran the outfit, Anthony 
ran the engine and Soren was the separator man. Harry Stevenson had 
a little feed grinder driven with two horses and he used to grind wheat 
so fine some people baked bread with it and used it for breakfast cereal. 


T married Molly Moench in 1920 and we moved to my farm on 
the south-east quarter of section eight, township thirty, range sixteen, 
west of the fourth, Through the years we managed to establish and 
maintain a moder set of farm buildings. We planted a grove of trees 
‘and raised a large garden annually, While the family attended the local 
school, T served for many years on the school board, telephone company, 
road maintenance crews and was one of the instigators of the “Snow- 
Plow Club”, 


‘All of our family are now married. Our son, Reinhard, is on the 
farm. Laura (Mrs. Alfred Thumblert) lives at Castor and has four 
children: Caroline, Ronnie, Leslie and Jean. Lydia married Dick Stensland 
‘of Byemoor and they live in Hanna, ‘They have two children; Gregory 
and ‘Timmy. Eva married Harold Riis of Hanna, Marlene married Albert 
Durand of Spondin and they make their home in Calgary with their 
two daughters; Terry and Debbie. Elenora (Mrs. Mike Lucas) of Calgary 
has one son, Jim. 


I, Reinhard Galster, married Eva Sorenson of Endiang in August, 
1957. At this time my parents moved to Hanna and we took over the 
farm, In the ten years we have lived on my dad’s farm we had eight 
prosperous years and two real bad winters. We have made some improve 
ments in our home such as; running water, automatic heat and some 
redecorating. We have two children: Barry—age five, and Arlene—seven 
months. 








THE COMPENSATION 
(warrren ny Mr. Perer GaLster For THE Oxprmwen’s BaNguet 
HELD IN CRAIGMYLE anouT 1952.) 


Over fifty-seven years gone by 

Since first we stood on the Hand Hills high. 
Looking at the Promised Land 

With rich black soil, including sand 
Although we didn’t see milk or honey flow, 

‘We were almost sure that wheat would grow. 
For over a thousand miles we came 

To see these parts and file a claim. 
‘The first thing we then had learned 

‘That all the trees and grass were bumed. 
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‘There wasn’t even a squeaking sound 
For the badgers then lived under the ground. 
All the gophers moved on south 
Only the rocks left sticking out, 


‘Then powerful, fierce and strong 
Old Man Winter came along. 
He covered everything with ice and snow 
And sent the mercury way below. 
Till on in March it was getting late 
‘The Old Sun strong spoke up and said, 
“Mr. Winter, don’t you know 
It's high time for you to go? 
For P've got lots of work to do, 
Tve got to make these prairies new.” 


‘Then how that litile green grass grew 
And lots of pretty flowers, too. 
As time was getting on in spring 
Folks, you should have heard those wild birds sing! 
‘Then everything was looking nice 
Almost like a paradise: 
‘The streams were running bright and clear, 
For there was nothing to interferes 
‘As onward towards the sea they'd flow 
Sometimes fast and sometimes slow. 


‘There was nothing to break the wind 
Not even a little tree to bend. 
There was no shade then anywhere 
On this prairie green and fair. 
‘The coyotes didn’t have to run 
And birds flew at low altitude, 
For the men thet had a gun 
Didn't really care to shoot. 


Many a man then came west 
To try to do his level best; 

To till the soil and build a home, 
Where the buffaloes used to roam. 

Work real hard or face starvation 
‘Was their only consolation. 

None complained when flat the purse, 
For they knew it could be worse. 
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Margarine had no value then 
Nor did oil or gas, 
All we neoded was ‘elbow grease” 
‘And plenty of native grass. 
‘When things were tough and times were bad 
Somebody slapped you on the back and said, 
“Keep going, Brother, have good cheer! 
Someday you will be a pioneer!” 


= % 


‘The Peter Galster family: Laura, Elnora, Lydia, Mrs. Galster, Marlene, Mr. Galster, 


Hardy and Eva 





MR. AND MRS. EDWARD MOENCH, SR. 


Ed Moench was born in Degrim, Russia, in 1903, the youngest son 
of Mr, and Mrs. Stephen Moench, Sr 


While @ young man, Ed injured his arm and went to Calgary to 
have the bone scraped. During the course of his stay there, some mutual 
friends introduced him to Katherine Luft (who had been born in Saratov, 
Russia). Katie's parents lived in Calgary where her father was a railroad 
man until his retirement to a farm at Elkton; ultimately returning to 
Calgary. Her brothers operated the general store and post office in this 
small community; later they settled at Didsbury 





Ed and Katie kept company for about a year and in January, 1925, 
they were married in the Moravian Church in Calgary. They came to 
live on Ed’s homestead which was directly north of his father’s farm- 
stead, There in a small frame home the family spent their first years 


In 1941 Ed’s mother died and his father became very ill and had 
to be hospitalized in Calgary. Following his release from hospital he 
made his home with his son, Wendelen. He invited Ed and Katie to 
move into his home with their family and this was accomplished about 
1942, 

Mr. Some Peterson then bought Ed’s house and moved it to his 
farmstead where he added it to his own. It served the Peterson’s until 
they moved to Hanna. In 1959 Ed's son, Harold, bought the house back, 
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including the extension. The “homesick” house was finally moved home 
where it now stands proudly displaying a brand new third extension. 

They moved to Calgary in 1954 and reside at 2807 - Ist Strect SE. 
Ed has worked for MacCosham’s, in service stations, and also in a 
warehouse storage depot. 

‘Their family consists of the following members: VELVA, (Mis. Stan 
Medd), Calgary; her children are: Gloria, Arnold and Ronald Bish 
and Larry, Valerie and Bryce Medd. EDNA, (Mrs. Art Hanke), Calgary; 
her children are: Beverly, Terry, Lyle and Brenda Culling and Arthur 
Hanke. MILDRED, (Mrs. Ken Ward), Calgary; her children are: Lloyd 
and Judy. EDITH, Edmonton, is engaged in merchandising having spe- 
cialized in inventories, G. KENNETH, Delia and HAROLD, Craigmyle. 


MR. AND MRS. KEN MOENCH AND 
MR. AND MRS. HAROLD MOENCH 
ny Kay Moencu 


Ken, eldest son of Ed and Katie Moench, was raised on the original 
Stephen Moench homestead and attended Elmer School. He began farm- 
ing about 1951 or 1952, and took over one-quarter of the farm about 1954. 
He went to work in the oilfields in Saskatchewan with Ed Faechner and 
Guy Siewert for a couple of years. He then continued to farm, and one 
summer worked for Erie Blore. 


In 1959, the Call of the Wilds came, and he went seismograph drilling, 
more commonly known as “Doodlebugging”. This time he found himself 
about one hundred forty miles east of Dawson City, Yukon Territory. 
‘The terrain was muskeg and due to the difficult task of moving around, 
the heavy equipment was left at the point of drilling and some of the 
‘men went to work and back to camp by helicopter. You have heard about 
living “up a crooked little road in a crooked little house”—well, they lived 
in ‘em and this condition was caused by the permafrost and muskeg. 

He began farming a half-section of the late Tom Broadbent, of 
Delia, in 1960, and went to Fort Nelson, B.C. for the winter. That summer 
he had met Katherine Bish, of Tacoma, Washington, U.S.A. Alter a 
courtship conducted by Air, Automobile, Greyhound Lines, Telephone 
and Air Mail, they were married at Tacoma in 1961. They have two 
children, Kerry Elizabeth and Kenneth Edward. 

For a while this was a “commuting” family. Home base was in 
Calgary where Kay worked for Moore Business Forms, and Ken's seismo- 
graph work took him to various parts of Alberta and British Columbia 
as well as farming in the Hand Hills. In the spring of 1964, the William 
Shandera house was rented and currently a farmstead is being established 
on the Broadbent acreage. He has been operating the plow for the South 
Craigmyle Snowplow Association since 1965, and a trucking business. 


Harold, younger son of Ed and Katie Moench, boasts that he was 
bor in the hospital (1) at Craigmyle—a rare bird, 
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He began farming at an early age along with his brother, Ken. Then 
about 1949 a new Commonwealth oil rig moved onto Grandad Moench's 
lead to drill its first hole, He went to Saskatchewan with it and covered 
a goodly portion of the provinee. 


‘After that he and Ken pooled their resources, strength and equipment 
to farm together and operated Moench Brothers trucking business until 
“bout 1955. During 1956-57 he operated the plow for the South Craigmyle 
Snowplow Association. 

He purchased a new truck in 1960 and engaged in general trucking 
and gravelling until 1963. That year he moved his family into the afore- 

“homesick” house. He purchased the Raessler homestead in 





mentioned 
1966. 

He married Joyce Crowle, of Hanna, in 1955 and their children are: 
Murray, JoAnne, Sandra, Steven, Patricia, Susan, Jemes and Gordon. 








The Edward Moench family—Back row: Edith, Mildred, Edna and Velva, Front row: 
Harold, Mr. and Mrs Edward Moench and Kenneth. 


‘THE LOUIE ZIMBRICK STORY 
(as TAKEN FROM THE C.].D.V. rape oF Pioneer Traits By Bit, Dowson 
wach 1s ownED By Roy Empree, HaNWA AND WAS WRITTEN 
pown sy Vionxxr Moencu.) 

Louie Zimbrick came from North Dakota in 1907, along with Mr. 
Bernhard Galster (Peter Galster’s father) Also accompanying them was 
Stephen Moench, Sr. and his son Wendelen. They travelled through 
Moose Jaw, on to Calgary and then to Olds, where he got a job in a 
livery barn ‘working for a crook. One day he got a job driving two drunks 
thirty miles west of Olds. It took two days for the team to bring Louie 
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back to Olds. When he came to he was back at Olds in the livery barn. 
Thanks to the horses. 

In the fall they loaded their belongings and headed for the homestead 
south of Craigmyle. They stayed overnight at the river under a haystack. 
In the morning he loaded the hay and started on the journey again. 
‘Through lots of snow they landed at the McKee’s where they slept in 
the barn overnight. The only thing that kept him from freezing was the 
pipe he was smoking. The next night they spent at the Carter’s north of 
Delia. In the morning, Louie led the way in the snow, with the team 
following, to the next farm where they filled up with bread and tea, The 
following evening found them at the homestead, The house and’ barn 
were made of sod and when the sun shone they opened the door to 
let in the warmth and let out the cold. 

They hauled posts and boards, tarpaper and one window from 
Stettler. He bought beef from Bill Lindsay at four and a half cents @ 
pound which they kept hanging in the house, When they wanted some 
beef for a meal they had to chop it off with the axe, It was frozen stiff 
They made biscuits from flour, baking soda and water. Jam could be 
bought for twenty-five cents a can at Congdon’s store. The beds were 
made from lots of straw and horse blankets. Land was worked with 
horses and a hand plow, and about half an acre a day was all that could 
be broken, But the saddest part of all was that there averaged only three 
girls to every fifteen bachelors. 


Katie, Annie and Emma Zimbrick, Annie Bertsch and Louie Zimbrick 


Louie married Pauline Fano and they had three daughters: Mrs. 
Annie Schafer, of Hanna, had two children, Shirley, a nurse, and Norman 
an RCMP. officer in Vancouver. He is married to a teacher. Katie 
lives in Golden, B.C. and Emma lives in Toronto. His daughters were 


86 








ead 
ack, 
ain, 
in 
the 
1 of 
earn 
The 
to 





rs. 
an 
tie 
ere 








fine singers and were always special features of the Lutheran Church 


Christmas program. 

Louie quit farming in 1946 and moved to Hanna where he lived 
in a small house on Annie Schafer’s lot. Later he moved to the Senior 
Citizen's Lodge where he enjoyed reminiscing with old friends until his 
death in 1964. 


‘THE WENDELEN MOENCH’S 
sy Li.uz Mosncw 


Mr, Wendelen Moench came with his parents, Stephen and Jacobina 
Moench, to the Olds, Alberta, district in 1907, at the age of twenty-one 
years, There he worked for a rancher for two years and then with his 
parents came to the Craigmyle district in 1909, where they filed on 
homesteads, 


Bill, as he was known to the community, then set to work building 
a home on his land. Working with his parents they built houses, one 
on his father’s land and one on his, Bill's house consisted of two rooms 
built of mud, straw, and rocks, with a wooden roof. The walls were 
about two feet thick and the windows were set in leaving a shelf on the 
inside, There were also two rooms upstairs under the hip roof and those 
walls were finished with laths and plastered with mud. In the year 
during which he built his home he also worked on the railroad. Working 
under Harry Shoults, he, with Louie Zimbrick and others helped to lay 
the rails from Hanna to Craigmyle. 


During this time he also met his future wife, Wilhelmina Engle, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Engle of the Sunnynook district. They 
were married in the early part of 1910 and went to live on the home- 
Stead. ‘Then working together with his parents, they built a horse barn, 
a pig barn, both of mud, also added a wooden addition, to the mud house. 
‘All the lumber for these buildings had to be hauled with horse and 
wagon from Stettler and then from Munson. 





While living in this old house nine of their twelve children were 
born. In 1928 the Moench’s had a large thirteen room house built, working 
with the carpenters, Scotty Murdock and Tom McKee. This is where the 
last three of their family were born, The family then consisted of namely: 
Sophie, Stephen, Jacobina, John, Dorothy, Amelia, Wilhelmina, Louise, 
Wendelen Fred, Margaret, Mary and Elsie. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moench were very active in community affairs and 
were always ready to lend a helping hand. Bill also helped to build the 
first Lutheran church in the community and later on the new one which 
still stands. ‘They were very staunch supporters of their church and very 
faithful members. 





In the fall of 1929 Mr. Moench had the misfortune to fall from a 
ladder and break his leg while tying to put a storm window on a 
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second story window. Needless to say, that window has never been put 
up and still sits in the basement. A leg broken in three places takes a 
long time to mend and finally in the fall of 1930, still on crutches, he 
helped truck grain to town, 


In 1941, sadness struck the Moench family in the loss of their son, 
Wendelen Fred. Freddie, as he was known, was hurt when the horse he 
was riding lost its balance, and his head received a terrific blow when 
he hit the ground. After endless days of agony Freddie passed away in 
the Hanna hospital at the age of fifteen years. The doctor had said it 
was a blessing that he died, because he feared his brain hed received 
permanent damage. 


In 1952, tragedy struck again when Mrs. Moench suffered a heart 
at her home. Too ill to be moved Bill acquired the services of a 
special nurse, Mrs. J. Phillips, of Craigmyle, to look alter his wife. After 
two weeks of illness, Mrs. Moench passed away at her home on April 24. 


atte 





In August 1953 all alone in the family home, only his son John and 
family living on the farm, Mr. Moench was married to Mrs. Maria Kelm 
of Hanna. In October of that same year he held a farm sale and retired 
with his wife to Hanna, 


After residing in Hanna for five years he became ill and was taken 
to the hospital, first in Hanna and then in Calgary to have an operation. 
On September 28, 1958, the day of his seventy-second birthday he suffered 
a fatal heart attack in the Holy Cross Hospital in Calgary. 


Three years later the second Mrs. Moench remarried, and is now 
Mrs. Wm, Walker of Medicine Hat. 
The résumé of the rest of the Moench family is as follows: 


Sophie married to Dave Karg of Craigmyle passed away in July, 
1963, and they had four children, Irene, George, Herb and Betty Lou. 


Stephen who passed away in February 1960 left his wife, Elsic, 
and three children: Norreen, Janice and Valerie at Craigmyle, 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Karg (Jacobina) have one son, Leslie, and live at 
Craigmyle. 


John, with his wife, Lillie, live on the home farm and they have two 
daughters, Myrtle and Marilyn. 


Dorothy, with husband Herman Rohe, lives at Red Deer and they 
have two children, Fred and June. 


Amelia (Molly) with her husband, Lorne Brook, lives at Craigmyle 


Wilhelmina, (Minnie) is married to Tan Smyth of Craigmyle and 
they have two children, Marlene and Celia. 

Louise or Lucy as she was known passed away in Red Deer in May, 
1967. She was predeceased by her husband John Lentz and they leave 
‘one son, Ronald, at Red Deer. 
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Margaret and her husband, Fred Farwell, and family, Judy, Russel 
and Diane, live at Calgary. 

Mary with her husband, Jack Birkhei 
Brian, live at Michichi, 


Elsie is married to Herb Radke and they, with family Lyall, Theresa 
and Lane, live at Munson, 


, and family, Barbara and 





After weathering many storms the original buildings on the home- 
stead still stand. The mud ones though now reinforced with concrete stand 
solid, a salute to the early settlers, who with sweat and toil laid a firm 
foundation, because they came to stay. 








John, Jacobina, Molly, Sophie, Minnie, Lucy, Steve. 
Front row: Mrs, Moench, Margaret, Elsie, Mary and Mr. Moench, 
Inserts: Dorothy and Fred 


MR. AND MRS. STEPHEN MOENCH, JR. 


Stephen, the eldest son of the Wendelen Moench’s, was born in 
1913. In 1935 he married Elsie Yasman from the Dalkeith district and 
a new farmstead began to grow on the section south of Flett’s. An imposing 
house was moved in from Youngstown where the “dirty thirties” had 
taken a heavy toll, leaving abandoned farmsteads in their wake. 


Steve and Elsie had three daughters: Noreen, Mrs. Claude Lapointe, 
now lives at Kitchener, Ontario. The Lapointes have three children, 
Deborah, Judy and Stephen; Janice, Mrs, Andrus, lives at Red Deer and 
has one son, Brian; Valerie is at home. 


‘The last years of Stephen’s life were plagued by illness and a great 
deal of time ‘was spent in the Baker Sanitorium. He passed away in 
February of 1960. In July of 1961, Elsie and Valerie moved to Hanna 
where Elsie took in young high school students to board, Elsie married 
John Holdemess of Botha in August of 1962 and they still reside there. 


‘The Stephen Moench farm was purchased by Orval Flett and rather 
than let the buildings deteriorate he moved or dismantled them, Only 
a small pile of debris remains of the big bam which blew down one 
night in @ cyclonic gale, and each spring a lonely lilac tree bursts into 
bloom on the garden site wafting its sweet perfume into the silent coulee. 
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MR. AND MRS, JOHN MOENCH 
ny Luu Morne 


John Moench is the fourth eldest child of a family of nine girls and 
three boys born to the late Wendelen and Wilhelmina Moench of Craig- 
myle. He was born at the family home just a few miles north of Hand 
Hills Lake on December 27, 1916. 


He attended school at Elmer and many are the stories he tells of 
their escapades at school. I will only relate one of the milder ones, in 
which the boys hollowed out the centre of Mr. Thumblert's straw stacks 
and used it for a hideout whenever they had the urge to play hookey 
during school hours. Even though no big yellow buses were seen in those 
days, the horse and buggy provided ample transportation to and from 
school. 


But school days were soon over for John, as in those days very few 
young lads attended school after reaching the age of fifteen. They were 
kept at home to help with the farm work or were hired out to neighbours 
who needed help. John often remarks that the last year of school was 
the best, not because it was the last, but because he had finally found 
‘a teacher he could communicate with in Mrs. Wallace. He says he 
learned more in that last year than he had learned in all the previous ones. 








Only triple wedding , November 5, 1939, Herman and Dorothy 
Rowe, John and Lily Moench, and Lorne and Molly Brooks 
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I imagine there are many incidents in his growing up years he'll 
never forget. His daily trips with milk to Grampa and Grandma Steven 
Moench’s and the little rewards he received. Another great highlight was 
when the Grandparents Engel would come and Grampa Engel would 
teach him the art of blacksmithing. 


T'm sure many of his friends remember the horseback rides, sleigh 
rides, Trail Rangers, the threshing crews, and even the Sunday rodeos 
when their parents were away visiting. 


On November 5, 1939, John was married to Lillie Kelm at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Hand Hills. The other members of his family joined 
at the same ceremony were his two sisters, Dorothy to Herman Rohe of 
Pincher Creck and Mollie to Lorne Brook of Craigmyle. I believe this is 
the only triple wedding ever to take place at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Hand Hills. 








After his marriage, John with his bride, had planned to move to what 
most people will know as the old McCrea place on which the new Elmer 
school now stands, Their plans were suddenly changed when his younger 
brother, Fred, was killed in a freak accident with a saddle horse and they 
remained on the home farm with his father. 





In 1941, on February 23, a daughter Myrtle Wanda was bom to 
John and Lillie and nine years later, on July 6, 1950, they had another 
daughter, Marilyn Iris. 


After taking one year of university their elder daughter, Myrtle, 
started teaching school at the age of seventeen. Although she has been 
Mrs. George Pruden for the last four years, she is still teaching in their 
home town of St. Albert and through taking summer school and night 
school courses has in 1967 completed her third year university. 


Their younger daughter Marilyn is this year taking Grade twelve 
at the Hanna High School and her hopes for the future are to be a 
Registered Nurse and possibly obtain her B.Sc. in nursing. 


1964 was another memorial year for John and Lillie in which they, 
with the other two couples were honored with a triple twenty-fifth 
anniversary celebration at the home of their sister, the late Mrs, Lucy 
Lentz. of Red Deer. 





John, Lillie and Marilyn are still living on the home farm and 
although plans are being made for the future, I'm sure they'll never 
forget the Hand Hills community wherever they may be. 


MR. AND MRS. CHRISTIAN TESKE 
(4s Tor To Puvutis McDonarp sy Sam Trske anp Perer Garster) 


Mr. Teske’s father, who lived in the Mayton district, came out to 
the Hand Hills with Bernhard Galster looking for land. About 1910 
Mr. Chris Teske came out and purchased a half section of African script 
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which he got very reasonable (Mr. Galster believes it sold for a dollar 
an acre), then he also homesteaded and took out a pre-emption, giving 
him another half. Mr. Teske had other members of his family, living 
nearby; a brother Jake, a bachelor who died in the time of the “flu and 
three sisters: Mrs. Chris Sauer, Mrs. Ferdinand Gaetz and Mrs, Simon 
Gaetz who lived near Michichi, (Chris Sauer had purchased a homestead 
on the property marked by the Albright hill.) 


Mr. Teske marricd Dora Moench in 1914, their first home being 
the Kary place. A few years later he purchased the original Tom Goss 
half and Dick Black's quarter from Black and began the establishment 
of his fine farmstead, He was a very versatile man, numbering among his 
skills those of carpentry, blacksmithing, welding and possessing a special 
gift for invention, He built himself an elevating granary the only man in 
the Hills to own one. 


He was one of the major carpenters who directed the building of 
the Baptist Church and for several years was chairman of the Elmer 
School Board. 


Chris and Dora Teske’s children are as follows: FRIEDA, (Mrs. 
Emmanuel Bender), makes her home in Vancouver. ‘Their children are: 
Inez, (Mrs. Skaley) whose family consists of Dwayne, Debbie and Doyle; 
Stanley is married in Vancouver ‘and has one son; Diane, (Mrs. Merriam) 
fives in Kimberly, with her two sons, A daughter, LYDIA, passed away 
in childhood while they resided in the Hand Hills. ESTHER, (Mrs. 
Elmer Borden) lives in Seattle. SAM of Dalroy, married Annis Dackau. 
They have three daughters Norene, Loti and Beverly. Sam's farm is the 
site of the annual machinery auction sale which attracts buyers from all 
over the Big Country. RICHARD, of rural Calgary trained as an auc- 
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the first Hand Hills Stampede in 1917. 
‘Chris Bertsch, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Te 
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tioncer and is at present connected with Johnny Shields. Dick married 
Phyllis Wade. 


Mr, Teske left the Hand Hills in 1945 for Calgary where he continued 
actively helping the boys with their farming operations until his death 
jn 1965. Mrs. Teske has continued to reside in her own home in Calgary 
but at the present time is convalescing following major surgery 


MR. AND MRS. DAVID THUMLERT 
sy Atrrep Tuusierr (Dave's NEPIEW) 


David Thumlert was one of four brothers who immigrated to Alberta 
from North Dakota in 1905. He settled northeast of Castor where he 
took up a homestead. Later that same year he was married to Justina 
Heurer (pronounced Hier) who in 1910 was killed by_ lightning. 


David ‘Thumlert then sold his homestead to his brother Conrad, 
and took up a pre-emption at Spondin. In 1913 he was married to 
Sophia Moench and in 1919 they adopted a daughter, Ella Kura, Ella 
married a Mr, John (or Jake) Patzer of Hanna in 1930. Their where- 
abouts is unknown. 


In 1921, David sold his fanm at Spondin and bought a farm in the 
Hand Hills, from Jack Bell. They moved to the Hand Hills that same 
year and farmed there until 1939, when they retired and moved to 
Calgary. 

Mrs, ‘Thumlert passed away in 1952. Mr, Thumlert then married 
Mrs. Pennich of Calgary, who still resides there. In August, 1959, Mr. 
David Thumlert passed away. 


Alfred Thumlert came to the Hand Hills in the spring of 1939, In 
1940 he married Laura Galster and they had two children while they were 
still in the Hand Hills area. They moved to Castor in 1946, where they 
still reside. 


They now have four children, two boys and two girls, Their oldest 
child is now twenty-six and the youngest is fifteen years of age. One son, 
Ronnie is residing in Winnipeg and one daughter, Caroline in Calgary. 
‘The other two, Leslie and Jean, are now attending High School. 





MR. AND MRS. DAVE KARG, JR. 


“Dave and Sophie” made their first home in the Alpha district, just 
west and south of the school. One morning in 1931, while they were 
having breakfast, they discovered the house was on fire. The baby, Irene, 
was placed in the coal bin during the excitement of the fire, Mr, Gus 
Nelner, passing on the road, came to their assistance by helping to 
remove the furniture. The house, however, was razed to the ground. 
In 1932, they moved to the Martin Anderson homestead in the Elmer 
District where they remained until "36 when they took up permanent 
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residence on the Ches Shoults’ land which had recently been vacated by 
the John Kary’s. 


Down through the years a parade of teachers marched through their 
home, scattering the confetti of books, exam papers and superfluous 
knowledge; and brightening table conversations with anecdotes or school 
“shop talk”. Some of these included; John and Sadie Finlay, Sue Hunger- 
buhler, Olive McKellar, Ruth Deans, Edith Reavley, Dorothy Humans, 
Myra Hunter and Mrs, Phibbs. 


Minor accidents often marred their lives, such as the time George fell 
on the sharp end of a curtain rod. A strip was ripped from the palate of 
his mouth which required restitching several times to replace it, The most 
serious accident however, occurred when Irene fell from a buggy when 
returning from school and suffered a major head injury which demobilized 
her for several months. Due to the efforts of her teacher, Miss Mary 
Hickey, who took Irene as her teacherage companion the following year 
at Rocky Hill, Irenc’s education suffered no lapse. 


Sophie, a splendid cook, was also a tireless community worker and 
her culinary ability was often displayed at neighbourhood wedding re- 
ceptions, Stampede booths, showers, etc. Though sickness dogged her 
declining years, her cheerful spirit was an inspiration to all who visited 
her, and her demise in 1963 was a loss felt by all the community 


‘Their family all make their homes in Alberta, although Herb spent 
a couple of years in Cody, Wyoming. Herb, his wife, Nettie (Mackenzie) 
one daughter Sheryl and two sons David and Dale live in Calgary. Betty 
Lou (Mrs. John Feeney) one son, Richard, and one daughter, Colleen, 





Mr. and Mrs. David Karg, Jr., and their fai 
George 





, Betty Lou, Irene, Herbert and 
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live in Calgary. George and Viola (Sieppert) and their family of two 
girls and three boys (Darrel, Brenda, Bradley, Barry and Shelley) live 
in Hanna, while Irene (Mrs. Merle Morton) two daughters Deborah and 
Roylene, and one son, Blake, live in the Hand Hills. 


HERBERT RADKE married Elsie Moench in 1953. For one year 
they lived on Albert Siewert’s, then in the spring of 1954 they moved 
to the Bill Lindsay farm where they made their home until November 
of 1955. Herb went into the grain buying business and since 1960 has 
lived in Munson where he operates the Alberta Pacific Elevator. They 
hhave three children: Lyall, Theresa and Lane. The Lindsay holdings 
were farmed by Emil Radke from 1956 to 1964 when they were pur- 
chased by Guy Siewert. 


MR. AND MRS. KINGSLEY MORTON 
py Kinastey Morton 


My father, Arthur Wellesley Morton, was teaching school at Kess- 
wick, Ontario, when I was born in 1891—a twin, a fact that I did not 
find out until I was @ grown man. 


In 1896 my dad moved to Rat Portage and started working on the 
CPR. This is where I first began to remember things that happened 
and my mother’s love and kindness stand out as two great things of 
my life, not realizing then that she was ill or that I was going to lose her. 
When I was six, my dad took my mother home to her folks and we were 
only there a short time when she passed away. My brother, Louis, and 
T went to live with my dad’s parents and Lawrence, the baby, stayed 
with mother’s parents 


My grandfather moved around a great deal for we lived in three 
different places in Toronto, Then we moved to Barrie where I started 
school. This was a beautiful place to live, beside Lake Simcoe, which had 
nice beaches to swim at but got us boys into lots of trouble. Nonetheless, 
Barrie is a very pleasant memory. Next we moved to Ninnesing about 
nine miles away, where we walked three miles to school. Well, to be 
truthful, T did not take to school so got into quite a few scrapes and had 
numerous strappings which hurt at the time, but T guess they did some 
good, as I still remember them after seventy years. 


In 1900, my father was remarried to Martha Knight in Medicine 
Hat. This wedding changed a lot of things for my brother and I, for 
my dad came east and brought us to Calgary in February that year, 
where he now worked as fireman on routes to Macleod, Medicine Hat and 
later to Edmonton, I went to school to the old Public School and later 
to Western Canada College on Seventeenth Avenue. I quit school and 
went to work as a baker's helper, a trade I never forgot, as I taught 
my older daughters to make bread when their mother was hospitalized. 
Next I worked in the C.P.R. tinshop and gained a lot of knowledge that 
helped me later on the homestead. 
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In 1906, I went to Victoria and worked on various boats for two 
years, among them, were the: Iroquois, a mail and freight packet. ‘This 
boat ran aground and sank but no one was hurt; a passenger boat 
between Vancouver and Victoria; a government light house tender, the 
Leebrow, a classy job that only worked eight hours daily; a tugboat, 
Daisy; and a C.P.R. freightcr called the “Tees”. This last was a ship that 
carried freight up the west coast of Vancouver Island and brought whale 
oil and guano back. One trip I remember well. We loaded one thousand 
one hundred barrels of whale oil and about the same number of guano 
in three hundred pound sacks. At that time, I was head winchman and 
had to work thirty-six hours straight through. Believe me, was I ever 
tired! During this period 1 saw lots of whales thirty or forty feet long 
being processed; saw islands covered with sea lions and seals as well as 
many strange and interesting shipwrecks. For awhile I worked on a 
dairy farm at Saanich for an Englishman named Lawrence. About this time 
T decided I had been away long enough so decided to go back to Calgary. 


On November the third of 1909, Bill Raby and I left Calgary for 
the homesteads we had filed on in the Hand Hills. The first day was 
uneventful and we easily made Beiseker. The second night we made 
Carbon. Boy! Was that a busy place, with most of the activity centering 
around the hotel bar. The weather was getting colder as we followed 
down the creck to Pope's Lease, a fine cattle ranch, which we had to 
cross to reach the Red Deer River. 


‘There will not be many people left who will remember the hill on 
the south side of the Red Decr River ford at Greentree’s Crossing as it 
was in 1909. It wasn’t much of a road—just barely passable. When Bill 
and I came to the top of the hill it sure looked steep. We decided to put 
a rough lock on the wagon wheel, by fastening a long chain to the front 
axle, running it back to the rear one and wrapping two or three turns 
around the rim so it would get under the wheel and act as a brake or drag, 
Our two ponies were just small cayuses about eight hundred pounds @ 
piece, Figuring we had everything under control we started down the hill. 
Everything worked fine until the chain on the back wheel came unhooked 
—then bloocy! Away we went. Our horses, being small and light could 
not hold back our heavy load. Bill was driving and we were both sitting 
on a spring seat on top of the wagon box. We hit a deep cow path that 
angled across the road. Hitting this at the speed we were travelling 
hurled me over the front end of the box where I fell astride the wagon 
pole where I hung on and managed to stay until we reached the bottom. 
At the speed we were travelling this did not take very long. All I could 
see of Bill was his feet as he was lying in the bottom of the box clinging 
to one rein, the other was dragging on the ground. I managed to get 
the other line to Bill and we finally got stopped. Neither of us were 
hurt but we were unwilling to have another thrill like that. 





By this time the river was frozen over half way across and like 
couple of greenhorns we started across. One side was real shallow so 
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had no trouble getting into the river but the north side was about two 
feet deep at the edge of the ice. When the wheels of the wagon came up 
against it, there we stopped. We unhooked the horses and got them 
up on the bank, and decided the best thing to do was unload the wagon, 
carry everything up on the bank, take the wagon apart piecs by piece 
and drag it up, too. However, in the distance we could hear the rumble 
‘of a wagon coming, so we waited and it was Rudolph Shandera who 
turned out to be my closest neighbour. Rudolph, who had a large team 
of oxen, not only pulled us out of the river but also pulled us to the 
top of the hill toward Munson where we spent the night. 





The next morning we started for the Hand Hills which we could 
see in the distance about twenty-six miles eastward. The trail from 
Munson to the Hand Hills was terrible, nothing but a wagon track 
over the turtle back. These were little humps that jolted and twisted 
your body till it seemed all blistered. In fact, it was so rough that many 
who homesteaded it, left and went elsewhere. But today that rough turtle 
back is the best wheat growing land anywhere and did not really come into 
its own until we had tractors for power as it was so hard to work, The 
going was heavy as it had snowed, so we broke into a deseried shack 
and spent the night. Boy! Was it cold! No fire and our grub was running 
low, The next night we made the Hand Hills and camped as our team 
was too exhausted to make the hill, We had gone to school with Clyde 
Pullar who had come out to his homestead in the spring of ’09. Bill went 
to Clyde’s and -he came with an extra team to get us up the hill. There 
was practically no road—just a trail on the opposite side of the coulee 
from the present one. Two Beck boys had a shack about half way up 
the hill. (The first odd character we met on the whole trip: was on this 
hill. A man with chin whiskers was coming down, and we asked him 
to give us a pull, He said, “No, I don’t have the time.” The funny thing 
was that we never did see this man again or find out who he was.) 





Well, we finally came to the Hand Hills Lake and could visualize 
where my homestead was. We went back to Clyde's and stayed for a 
few days, then went to my place and put up a tent in the south-west 
corner, later built a sod shack in the northwest one. I laid poles across 
it and covered it with straw, One morning I awoke and found myself 
covered by @ snowbank, A blizzard had come up in the night and 
Frank Tadman’s oxen driven before the wind, got to my shack, stood 
on a snow bank and ate a hole in my roof. I decided to walk to Bill 
Raby’s. He had a dug-out in the side of the hill, which was completely 
buried except for the smoke pipe. I found a shovel and dug out his 
doorway. By this time, it was ten o'clock and he was still sleeping 
believing it was still night. 





About this time I was discovering who my neighbours were and 
where they came from. Mr, and Mrs. Beck hed a large family, and their 
home was quite a gathering place on Sundays, as we all liked a little 
home cooking and the girls were quite a drawing card, too, The Anderson 
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boys, Martin, Harry and Anton were from Calgary. I hadn't known 
the first two but had seen quite a bit of Anton when he delivered wood 
for the Claire Mills. The Keay boys, Alf and Jim, were well established. 
"They had come in with the surveyors and picked their homesteads. They 
had a very nice shack and sod barn. Jim was a slow moving man who 
went the same gait all the time and was called “Quick-Step”. I never 
knew who gave this monicker, Frank Tadman came in with a 
bunch of contractors that were building the railroad. He was an English- 
man who wasn’t very popular because he was always finding fault and 
did not like women. Nonetheless he was a well-educated man. Quite 
fa few ranches were going strong: Les Flett raised horses. Darts, Miller's, 
Jack and Mel, the Croziers, E. Ernst, Loweridge’s, Kininmonth’s, Bene- 
dict’s, the Gardner Bros., Bedouin, John MacLean and Bill Lindsay were 
all running cattle at this time. Bill Lindsay was a druggist by profession. 
‘The ranchers did not have much use for the homesteaders as they felt we 
were taking away their hay. Nonetheless, the homesteaders ‘came in 
1909 and 1910. The Moenchs, Galsters, ‘Teskes, Sauer Bros., Mr. Gur, 
‘Theodore Wasson, who had been a sailor, Ches Shoults, W. Millard, 
F. Gibson, D. Wise, Morse Bros., Wm. Ditchfield, H. Shoults, Shorty 
Murray, Jack Edwards, Fred Koller, Rex Homer Thompson Witty, 
‘Trooper Newman, Sterrie, Mark and Day Lenfesty, Jack Inkster, Albert 
Bell, Percy Caldwell, John Lane, Lome Silverthorne, Kessel Bros., Shorty 
MacPherson (who later became a barber in Delia and Drumheller), 
Fred White, Blanchard, Tom Clarke, George and Tom Morrison, the 
Gilbert Bros., ‘Tom McBeath, Lorne McDonald, Harold Ness, Martin 
Martin, T. ‘Thompson, Harry and Frank Byers, Hamish Kelly, Lon 
Tatham, Williard Marriott, Fleury (who was also a druggist), Mactche 
Bros. Louis Zimbrick and John Rosin. All of these were original setters 


In March 1910, a prairie fire came through starting on top of the 
hill across the road from George Morrison and came down to the Hand 
Hills Lake at the north end, went around the lake when the wind 
changed, swept the fire south on the cast side and finally bumed itself 
out six miles south. It was the first time I ever saw that kind of a fire 
close up. It sure travels fast and is frightening to be in. They used a 
novel way to put out the side runners, They had an old cow hide with 
ropes tied to it and to the saddle horns of two saddle ponies. Someone 
would ride on the hide, This task seemed to fall to Willard Marriott from 
which some say he got the name of “Fireguard”. Shortly after this T 
returned to Calgary and worked all summer for G. F. and J. Galt 
Wholesale Groceries. 


When I returned in the fall of 1910, I worked for Angus Dart, a 
rancher, I hauled hay all winter, just routine work. One day we had 
quite an exciting trip. Old Mr, Dart decided to hook up a brone and 
help me haul. This being a new horse he had purchased he did not 
know how it would act up, since the horse had only been broken for 
saddle, We soon found out what was the matter with the horse—he 
would not hold back going downhill, He would shove his head in behind 
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the neck yoke and away he would go. We loaded, and I being in the 
lead kept an eye on the outfit coming behind. We came to a hill which 
had a sharp left tum at the bottom. I had gotten down OK. I looked 
back to see how Mr. Dart was making out, and his outfit was running 
away down the hill. Knowing he could not make the turn at that speed I 
stopped my outfit and went over the back. Sure enough the horses did 
not negotiate the turn and were plunging in deep snow. I managed to 
get hold of the horses’ heads and quicten them, and sized up the situation. 
Believe me it didn’t look good. In trying to turn, the load had tipped 
off over the front bob and in tipping had pulled ‘the old man off over 
the front of the rack. When the rack settled it lay across his back and 
had him pinned down in the snow. I got the reins to him and told him 
to wrap them around his hands, and pull tight while I tried to lift the 
load from him. Well, I managed to get it high enough for him to crawl 
out. I unhooked his team and we went home, had dinner and came 
back to get his load of hay. While there I tried to lift the load but could 
not even budge it. Well, it was all in a day’s work, 





In 191], Harry Stevenson broke ten acres for me for which I paid 
him three dollars an acre. Later Rudolph Shandera broke another ten, 
I worked this down and sowed it to oais with a return of a thousand 
bushels. This I traded to Les Flett for the lumber to build a two-roomed 
hhouse sixteen by twenty. 


My wife, Alice Comba, was raised in the town of Almonte, Ontario, 
where her family dwelt in a huge three storey home which still stands 
today, dwelt in by one of her nephews and his family. She worked in 
the woollen mills there, and was an ardent worker in her church and 
Young People’s League. She suffered a serious illness, was hospitalized 
and despite a long convalescence she continued to decline. Her physician 
advised her to go west to a different climate as a last resort, She was 
sent to her brother, Charles, (the first operator of a street car on the 
streets of Calgary and who later served for many years as the Superin- 
tendent of Street Railways there). As her strength returned she took 
on governess duties in the city and as such I met her in my father’s 
home. Alice and I were married in Munson in August of 1912. There was 
no railroad to Calgary at that time, Alice had to travel from Calgary 
to Lacombe, then to Stettler and change again to come to Munson. 


For a city girl she adapted very well, although there were times 
when the distances seemed endless and the loneliness nearly unbearable. 
In 1912 when I was working on the National Hotel she drove me to work 
the first of the week and had to return to the homestead by herself. 
‘Though she tried to remember the landmarks, she got very confused, 
‘The horse balked and would not go where she wanted him to go. 
Finally she let him have his head and he took her home safely. After 
that she always believed in “horse sense”, 


Our children include the following: Arthur, who married Lil 
Huddleston of Calgary. They have one daughter, Marian, (Mrs. Ed 
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Fitzpatrick) and two granddaughters, Cindy and Shannon. Abigail, 
married Don McNaughton of Rumsey. They have two children, Judy 
(Mrs, Jim Nelson) and one grandson, Rodney; John, at home. Lawrence 
married Frances Peacock (see Hand Hills Section); Phyllis, (Mrs. Lome 
McDonald) (see McDonald Story). Charlie, married Marjorie Miller 
of Calgary. Their children are: Robbie, Viona, Alice and Christina. 
Maude, (Mrs. Mike Marshall) of Delia. They have three sons, Stanley, 
Kingsley and Paul and one daughter, Alicia. Roy (deceased) was married 
to Irene Karg, They have two lovely daughters: Deborah and Roylene, 
(See the Roy Morton Story.) 


My wife passed away in 1953 and for several years I shared my 
home with my son, Roy, and his wife and family. In 1962, I remarried 
Mrs, Ruth Savage of Winnipeg. We still make our home on my home- 
stead, the only original homesteader in the Hand Hills that has remained 
on his land. Though every summer we travel extensively in British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, my heart begins to 
beat faster and the motor purrs a sweeter song when we know we are 
heading back to our home in the Hills, 


(Editor’s Note: Mr. Morton wrote extensively about the school, rural 
mail, telephone installations, municipal affairs, stampede and club house 
activities. In order to avoid repetition much of this has been included in 
material pertaining to organizations.) 


ARTHUR MORTON married Lily Huddleston, a school teacher 
from Calgary, in 1939. In the spring of 1940 they moved to the Roy 
Shoults place where Art had built his first house, Their daughter, Marian, 
was born in 1941 and in December of that year they moved to Calgary 
where Art attended the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology. Due 
to this training he received employment with the Imperial Oil Company 
with which he is still serving. In 1943 he built a house in Calgary doing 
everything except the plumbing himself, From December 1945 to June 
‘of 1946 he was a member of the experimental Operation Muskox which 
‘was testing military equipment as far north as the Arctic Circle. Art was 
fa driver mechanic for the medical supply carrier throughout the three 
thousand mile trek which started at Churchill, Manitoba, and ended at 
Edmonton, Alberta, In 1951, they moved to Winnipeg where they resided 
in East Kildonan until 1960, when he built a split-level country home 
on a large acreage off Henderson Highway. In his spare time he indulges 
in photography doing most of his own developing. His favorite subjects 
are his daughter, Marian, now Mrs. Ed Fitzpatrick, and his two grand- 
daughters, Cindy and Shannon. 


LOUIS ROY MORTON 
ay IRENE Morton 


Roy was the youngest son of pioneers, Kingsley and Alice Morton 
Born August twenty-seventh, 1928, Roy was very proud of the fact that 
he was the only one of a family of eight to be born in a hospital. He 
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attended the Elmer School for some of his clementary schooling. When 
his sister, Phyllis, graduated from Normal School he stayed with her at 
the Alpha teacherage. 


He later went to Hanna where he received his high school education. 
In those days there were no school buses so the students either stayed 
at the Dormitory or in private homes. Roy stayed at the Dormitory the 
first year, then boarded at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Alvie Blocksom. 
After school he worked at the Hanna Co-op and the Farmer's Exchange 
to pay for his board and for spending money. 


He was a very active young man. During his stay in Hanna, through 
the efforts of some parents and also some teachers, a Teen Town was 
organized. Roy was the first president of this club. (Editor’s note: Many 
will recall Roy possessed a fine tenor voice and enjoyed nothing better 
than competing in amateur programs throughout the Big Country. In 
1949, he sang the male lead, opposite Mrs. Marian Smith, in a musical 
in the town of Hanna, called “Laff It Offt” which was under the direction 
of a Hollywood producer. Roy and his wife Irene, an exceptionally fine 
soprano, often sang at church services and weddings. Their daughters, 
Deborah and Roylene are both blessed with fine singing voices having 
netted many prizes at local talent shows.) After completing his high 
school edueation he worked with an oil drilling company at Calling Lake, 
Alberta, in the winter of ’49. When spring came he decided he wanted 
to farm, so moved back to the farm to work with his father. 





In August 1951 he married Irene Karg. We lived in a two-roomed 
house on his father's farm, as at that time he had rented the Wm, Millard 
farm. In the winter of 1951 Roy worked on the oil well at the correction 
lime which now supplies gas to the town of Hanna. Our first child, 
Deborah Dene, arrived in August of 1953. He was a very happy and 
proud father. When he saw her he announced he wanted ‘six more just 
like her. 


In October 1953 Roy's mother, Alice Morton, passed away. Later 
that fall we moved into the big house with his father. The next year Roy 
purchased the south half of section two, township thirty, Mr. William 
Millard’s original homestead. 





Roy was always jovial and loved telling stories. One day in school 
the teacher had each pupil tell a story in front of the class. This is the 
‘one Roy told: “In the dirty thirties one day the wind blew so strong, 
the dust rose in dark clouds, and the women had to light the lights so 
their men could find their way home. The wind blew long into the 
night and the next morning when this certain man went out to see how 
things were, he saw the gophers had to go uphill before they could get 
into their holes because the wind had blown all the dirt from around 
the holes.” Incidentally, the teacher then was Phyllis Morton and I guess 
she didn’t mind too much, for when anything funny happened she always 
said, “Roy laughed loudest and Hardy Galster laughed the longest.” 
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On July 19, 1956, his happy life ended in tragedy when he was 
drowned in the creek at the north end of Hand Hills Lake. I will always 
be grateful to the wonderful neighbors who stood by me through that 
tragic vigil and to a young man by the name of Rex Beach for his 
courageous retrieval. 


‘On August seventeenth, 1956, one month alter Roy’s death, our 
second daughter was born. This wee lady had to have a name like her 
father’s, so I named her Lois Roylene. With my two small girls 1 
decided to stay on at the Morton farm, where I kept house for Roy's 
father until 1962 when he married Ruth Savage of Winnipeg. The girls 
and I moved to my parent’s home to help my mother whose health was 
failing. 

On November 23, 1963, I married Merle Morton. “We are back 
home, again,” as the girls say; living in our new home. 

I, MERLE MORTON, am the eldest son of Lawrence and Frances 
(Peacock) Morton. I was born in the Hanna Hospital and raised at 
the foot of Mother Mountain, During my childhood I explored the hills 
continually looking for more interesting remains of the Indian war that 
took place in that vicinity. I rode three and a half miles to the Hand 
Hills School where I received my elementary education. Due to central- 
ization, the school bus came and took me to Delia where I finished my 
High School. I then took a Diesel Mechanics course in Edmonton and 
by this time I realized I wanted to farm for a living. 


In 1962, I purchased my grandfather's homestead and started to 
build a new house the following summer. I finished the basement and 
put the frame up. In 1963, I married my Uncle Roy’s widow, Irene, and 
I also gained two stepdanghters, Deborah and Roylene. We lived in the 
basement of our new house until the spring of 1967. That first spring 
we were flooded out. 








Four generations of Kargs: George, 
David, Sr., Darrell, and David, Jr. Lawrence, Kingsley, Blake and Merle 
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On April 22, 1966, Irene and I became the proud parents of Blake 
Lawrence, the fourth generation of Mortons to live on this place 


In 1967, we purchased the NE ¥%4-35-29-16-4 which was the land 
my Grandfather Peacock lived on when he came to the Hand Hills. We 
also own the homestead of the late William Millard. We own six quarters 
of land in all and have a cow-calf operation which we hope to develop. 





MR. AND MRS. CHARLIE GURR AND 
MR. AND MRS. GEORGE GURR 


Mr, Charlie Gurr, his wife and two daughters, one of whom was 
Lillian, and a son, George, settled just south of Peter Galster’s in 1909. 
Their farmstead was on the east side of the road and the barn was on 
the west. Mr, Gurr, who had a flourishing white beard, was an ardent 
Seventh Day Adventist. George, the son, went overseas with the Canadian 
Army about 1915 and served throughout the duration of World War I. 
George and his wife lived for a while in the Hand Hills before moving 
to Salmon Arm, British Columbia. Some remember that his wife would 
cut hair for anyone who was in need of a trim. In a letter from one of 
George's sons, Joseph Gurr, a well-educated young man from Salmon 
‘Arm, I quote: “My mother being an Indian probably created some prob: 
lems among father’s relatives. I don’t remember too many associations 
with my father's side of the family.” Unquote. He stated that he has a 
married brother, who has two children. George passed away in 1963 and 
Joseph still cares Yor his mother. Mr. Galster says that Mr. and Mrs. 
Gurr, Sr. moved to British Columbia where they had planned to raise 
bees, but he never heard how successful this venture was. He believes 
they later retumed to the United States, One daughter, Mrs. Lillian 
Umback, still lives in Sandpoint, Idaho. 








THE CHESTER SHOULTS STORY 
4s Tory To Pitytuus McDonarp sy Marie (Mus. Franx) SHounrs 


The Shoults family came to Alberta from Killamey, Manitoba, in 
1910. Some of the family were grown up when they arrived although the 
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younger ones attended the Elmer School. Billy and Nina had both 
attended university in Manitoba and evidence relating to Billy certainly 
bears this out. 


Marie recalls that Mrs. Shoults (nee Margaret Ditchfield) was a sister 
of William Ditchfield, Sr, and Chester was a half-brother of Harry 
Shoults. The two brothers were in charge of separate road building crews, 
and were constantly involved in contracts which kept them away from 
home from spring to fall each year. 


Marie met her husband, Frank, at a masquerade at the Club House 
in 1918. While the dance was in progress someone came with the message 
that Ches Shoults had suffered a stroke. The members of the family went 
home and found Mr. Shoults in a state of coma from which he never 
recovered. He died a short time later and was buried in Hanna. 


Mrs. Shoults, a short, stout woman, was an avid walker. She was 
a familiar figure on the roads that led to Hanna, Delia and Craigmyle. 
If she was picked up by someone in a buggy she was a fine entertainer, 
telling stories with a verve. However, she usually preferred to walk as 
she claimed the vehicles jolted her. Her home was as busy as a hotel 
with a large dining room running down through the centre of it, An 
omate sideboard stood along the wall suitably displaying samples of 
fluted glass, cakeplates, bon bon dishes or silver ornaments which 
enhanced the atmosphere. A piano, plush-covered settees, and_spindly 
legged chairs graced the parlor which was only opened for special ocea~ 
sions. Mrs, Shoults was a great spinner and would sit for hours at her 
spinning wheel while the girls would do the carding, Afterwards she 
would knit her yarn up into mitts, socks, scarves, ete. Among her crafts 
was that of tatting, a skill rarely seen in this modern era. Mrs. Shoults 
spent her last days with Mr. and Mrs. Roy Shoults in Calgary. She passed 
away in 1939. 





Jimmy Collins was the family’s full time cook and Mrs, Shoults never 
had to worry about what was going to be put on the table. Jimmy could 
bake pies or cakes as well as provide the main course, and cooking in 
quantity was no problem after cooking for railroading crews. Frank Shoults, 
whose Christian names were James Frank, was Jimmy’s namesake. When 
the Shoults’ establishment broke up, Jimmy went to live with Harry and 
his wife, Irene, He was quite religious and gave Marie (his namesake’s 
wife) his Bible, prayerbook and hymnary belore he left for Calgary. He 
passed away in 1939. 


The Shoults boys were a very enterprising group and tackled all 
sorts of projects at the Stampedes. For years the family operated a large 
booth catering to the public needs. One year they served hot dinners. The 
boys were very musically inclined and played any instrument with utter 
abandon. Violins, guitars, banjos, bones and piano were played with 
equal ease. They sometimes played in the company of Fred Koller for 
dances at the Club House, Horse shoe, checkrooms, berry booths, and 
novelties were among the original ideas for which they are given credit 
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‘These are the members of the Shoults family and their descendents 
as far as can be ascertained: 


Nina (deceased) (Mrs. Gordon Lee) lived at Boyle, Alberta. She 
was very active in W.L. work and was given a singular citation in relation 
to same just prior to her death, 


Billy (deceased) was a fine executive organizer, an exceptional black- 
smith and was well liked by young and old. He died suddenly in 1935 
from a brain tumor. 


Sybil (deceased) Mrs. Frank Rosby of Calgary, had two sons, 
Norman and Buddy. 


Fred (deceased) married Lottie Cook, 


Roy (deceased) married Eileen Nottell of Parr. They lived in Calgary 
where Roy was an orderly at the Colonel Belcher Hospital. They had 
three sons, Walter, a teacher in Calgary is married. James is single and 
is involved with an oil firm in Edmonton; and Garry, a lab technician 
with an oil company, was recently married and lives in Calgary. 


Charlie (deceased) married Grace McIntyre. Their home was at 
Golden. They had two sons, Charlie and David. Charlie was noted for 
his spendid handwriting, and worked at an army supply depot. 


Frank (deceased) married Marie Cook and moved from Craigmyle 
to the coast in 1943 where he worked for Beaver Valley Lumber. He 
passed away in 1964, They have one son, Chester, who is married and 
lives in North Surrey, British Columbia and who also has one son. 


A railroad building crew—Chester Shoults in buggy, Jimmy Collins, Alf Keay, 
Bill Shoults, Jock Grewer and Connie Dieter are all present 
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Harry (deceased 1953) married Irene Robinson. Their son Richard 
is married and lives in Calgary. Harry was a blacksmith by trade and 
took over Billy’s shop from 1935 until the time of his death. 


Howard (Hary’s twin) runs Shoults’ Electrie in North Calgary, 
He and his wife have four sons, Gordon, Bobby, Ken, and Allen. 


Pearl—Mrs. Gilbert MacKay of Calgary has a family of seven: 
Sybil, Jean, Harry, Shirley, Gordon, Ina and Loma. 


George (deceascd)—Peatl’s twin, married Jean Wood of Calgary. 
‘Their daughters are Margaret, Nina and Sandra. George operated a used 
car lot. 


Rosalie (deceased) (Mrs. Robert Denigard) had one son, Warren. 


Only two of this large family are still living, Pearl and Howard, 
who both make their homes in Calgary. Maric says that Nina, Sybil, 
Rosalie and George all died within a few months of each other, and 
all have died suddenly from strokes or heart attacks as did their father. 
Of all the children and grandchildren only one, Frank and Marie's son, 
bears the name Chester Shoults on into the Space Age. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED M. ROSIN, SR. 


Mr. and Mrs, Fred Rosin were married in South Dakota and spent 
several years farming on rented land there. On hearing from an uncle, 
John Rosin, in Alberta, that land could be acquired there by the simple 
act of homesteading, they decided to make the move. After an auction 
sale in 1912 they left for Alberta with their three children, Fred, Albert 
and Alvina and their three suitcases, 


In the fall of 1912, they arrived in Munson with three hundred 
dollars and hired a taxi to take them out to the John Rosin farm some 
twenty-five miles east. The taxi turned out to be a nearby farmer with 
a team and wagon. 


They built a shack twelve by sixteen and lived in the yard with 
John Rosin’s for the first winter. Three Fred Rosins were there but this 
created no real problem because they were called Big Fred, Little Fred 
and Freddy. 

In the spring after a fresh snow, Chris Teske, Fred Bertsch, Fred 
Diegel and the Rosin Boys set the shack on skids and with twelve head 
of horses hauled it to the homestead site some three miles to the north 
east of the John Rosin farm and set it down on a knoll. This shack with 
additions, served as the home of the Rosin family for fourteen years, and 
after many alterations, is the present home of Freddy Rosin in the town 
of Hanna, 


‘The following morning, Little Fred Rosin took the advice of his 
wife and dug for water some two hundred feet from the house where 
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an ant hill suggested to her there would be shallow water. By noon @ 
good stream of water rewarded their efforts and this well supplied the 
family and livestock with water for the duration of their stay on the 
homestead. 

With the money left from the three hundred dollars they bought 
cone milk cow and a dozen chickens. The cow, Old Nigger, provided them 
with butter, cream and milk, and the chickens supplied them with eggs. 
With the bare necessities provided, Fred went to work on the railway 
between Castor and Coronation. After working there for six weeks he 
was worried about his family so drew out his wages which amounted 
to seventy-five dollars and after supper started walking home. By noon, 
the next day, after a night spent in a haystack, he was close to Hanna 
and a man with a snappy driving team appeared. Fred asked for a ride 
‘but on finding out that the price of a lift would be five dollars, Fred 
declined saying, “No thanks! I can’t afford it!” The man was furious 
and drove off like a whirlwind, Fred walked to Hanna and since no 
neighbours were in, walked the remaining fifteen miles to the homestead. 

His family was fine so he hired out again to Emie Stevenson for 
forty dollars a month, and ‘soon saved enough money to buy a team of 
horses so he could ride one to work, With a little time off the following 
year he was able to break up ten acres of land. 





‘A sod barn was constructed with the help of neighbours. Cattle 
chased by mosquitoes came out of the Lockwood flats and tried to rub the 
structure down. They also dug their horns into the dry sods. Maggie 
would holler, throw sticks and finally stampede the cattle away. In the 
excitement Old Nigger would often tear up her tethering chain and go 
along just for the fun of it, Maggie would have to follow along and 
bring her back. Being raised in South Dakota where poisonous snakes 
were common, she was really scared of low places, where the grass was 
thick and waist high. She would hold up her skirt and run like the dickens 
until she got through the dangerous ground. 








By 1915, Fred was able to purchase a pre-emption for four hundred 
dollars—land that a former owner had failed to prove up. 


In 1918 there was an addition to the family, a third son, Reinhold. 


‘The family prospered through the twenties and by 1925 a half 
section was rented from Albert Beechum. ‘The following year the family 
bought and moved to the Guy Maetche homestead in the Hand Hills 
Valley. Never to be forgotten were the alternate weekly visits among 
the neighbours, They varied from musical entertainment to political 
debates, Nevertheless, good listening was enjoyed by the whole family. 

‘Then came the depression in the thirties when wheat sold as low as 
nineteen cents a bushel, and choice beef sold for four cents a pound. 
‘Although bumper crops were harvested in 1932 and "34 this made 
conditions even worse as the cost for production was much higher than 
the selling price. 
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In 1944, Fred and Magdelena retired and moved to Hanna staying 
active only in church work. Fred passed away in 1956. He was pre~ 
deceased by a daughter, Emma, in 1910, aged one and a half years. 
Magdelene, now cighty years old, still does her own housekeeping. Her 
flowers and garden this year were abundant and beautiful. 


For their sons’ stories see Fred J. Rosin, Jr—Alphas Albert and 
Reinhold Rosin—Elmer. 

‘Their only daughter, Alvina, married Albert Galster in 1936. They 
have made their home in Sweet Home, Oregon. They have four children: 
Wanda and her husband, Robert Firman, are both teaching at Boise, 
Idaho; Inez, and her husband, Larry Ambrosch live at Albany, Oregon. 
Darrell is presently with the Marines and Lynda is still at home 





The Fred Rosin, Sr, family: Clockwise from left ond: Albert and Alvina Galster, 
The Fred fire, Freddy Rosin, Mrs. and Mr. Reinhold Rosin, Mr. and Mrs. Albert 


Rosin, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rosin 





MR. AND MRS, ALBERT ROSIN 


Albert Rosin married Elsa Mammel in 1933 and until 1934 they 
made their home on the Kininmouth place. Thereafter, they moved to 
the Tadman place where the family has since resided. Their ten children 
are: Geraldine, who married Dave Griffith of Cessford. They have three 
sons, Lance, Keith and Delbert. Mildred married Helmut Werner and 
they live on the Adolf Raessler farm with their two children, Calvin and 
Patti; Lawrence, who has distinguished himself as an instructor with the 
John Deere Co., now lives in Brandon with bis wife (the former Winni- 
fred Gibson of Delia) and their three children Ward, Mark and Lee; 
Kathy married Dennis Callan, who operates a dry cleaning plant at Taber. 
‘Their two daughters are Pamela and Deidre Ann; Norman married 
Eleanor Devaloriola of Delia; they've one daughter, Natalie; Larry works 
for Apache Drilling Co. and has spent much time in the Rainbow Lake 
area, the far north and Saskatchewan; Joyce is at present studying for a 
hairdresser in Brandon, Manitoba; Mary is pursuing a nurses’ aide course 
in Calgary; while La Vonne and Thelma still reside at home. 
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The Albert Rosins at time Kathy became Cinderella: Norman, Thelma, Kathy 
Albert, Larry, Mary, Joyce, and 





Elsa passed away in 1956 leaving Kathy, the eldest at homie to care 
for her younger sisters. Cheerfully, she kept house, cooked meals, guided 
the younger ones and somehow managed to continue her own education, 
In 1958 six fairy godmothers, nominated her as their candidate for the 
Albertan-CKXL Cinderella Contest (Mrs. V. Howard, Mrs. J. R. Mc- 
Donald, Mrs. E, Raugust, Mrs. Wm. Courtney, Mrs, D. Benedict, and 
Mrs. L. H. McDonald), Though there was a large number of entrants 
Kathy won and spent a breathtaking week as the Albertan’s and CKXL’s 
guest at the Calgary Stampede. Besides a new wardrobe from Hollings- 
worth, @ hair style from the Bay; a waich from Henry Birks & Sons, she 
was feted and dined by many organizations throughout the city. All of 
these bounteous gifts she accepted with radiant humility and grace— 
befitting to a princess. The Hand Hills are proud to claim her as part of 
its heritage! 





Albert has always been an avid coyote hunter and has gone through 
all the phases in the development of this sport. For many years he kept 
“hounds” but probably his most gruelling experience occurred when he 
and Ben Mammel and their two sons were hunting coyotes on Fish Lake 
in Albert's International truck in the early part of 1962. Ben was standing 
in the back of the truck with his gun trained on the fleeing coyote, the 
rest were in the cab with the windows down, Too late Albert spotted a 
crevice eighteen feet across with ice three feet thick on either side of open 
water, The pressure of the water sealed the cab door, so Donnie and Larry 
immediately dived out the window. To Albert’s consternation he found 
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his jacket sleeve was caught in the door, making it necessary for him to 
unzip the garment to free himself, then ease out the window, before the 
truck submerged. In the meantime, Ben hadn't faired so well. Being 
totally unaware of the open water, the force of inertia carried him 
under the ice surface, After the initial shock he spotted daylight and 
struggled into the open water of the crevice. 





‘All managed to crawl to safety and soon they were warm within 
the stiffly frozen garments and thus protected from the wind they made 
the way to Gammie's on foot. Mrs. Gammie plied them with hot coffee, 
gave cach a change of clothes, which the deeply chilled quartet warmly 
appreciated while Mr. Gammie gave them his truck to drive home. 


‘The next day along with their friends and neighbors plans began 
to retrieve the truck, Four large utility poles approximately thirty-six 
feet long were hauled from Burgemester’s to bridge the gap. Over these 
they erected a tripod and the truck was winched out of about fifteen 
feet of water, No experts were called in to engineer the operation and 
the neighbors proved again that “where there’s a will—there’s a way"! 








Ralsing Albert's truck from Fish Lake 


Relatively no damage was suffered by the truck although it was towed 
to O'Neil’s Auto Body in Craigmyle for complete servicing, 
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In the meantime, Lawrence, who at the time was living in North 
Battleford had a bad dream. He phoned home the day following the 
accident to see if Ben and Albert were alright, as he had dreamed they 
had gone through the lake. 


Everyone in the Hand Hills agreed that they were four lucky STIFFS! 


MR. AND MRS. REINHOLD ROSIN 


In 1944, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rosin moved to Hanna, leaving their 
youngest son batching on the home place. He soon proved himself a 
very apt learner, as he hastened to sow his wild oats, and spent a good 
deal of time at’ Wemer’s where the cooking tasted considerably better 
than his own. In August 1945 he married Erna Werner, and cut down 
considerably on travelling expenses. 





Reinhold has always been involved in sports with hockey and baseball 
taking top priority. In the late 1930's he was goaltender for the local 
Bronks and well-protected by “Eaton catalogue” shin pads held in place 
by inner tube clastics, he guarded the nets as the team made the rounds 
to Springwater, Finnegan, Hanna and Drumheller. 


For twenty-five years he belonged to the local baseball teams and 
was an exceptionally fine catcher. He would probably be at it yet if it 
hadn’t been for his “trick” knee. It was not uncommon to see Reinhold 
lying prone on his back behind the plate. Two or three of his teammates 
would run in from the infield, give his leg a jerk and soon Reinhold would 
be back in action yelling the 1940 equivalent of “Sock it to me!” 


In 1966, he attended Baseball Umpire classes and when the tests 
were administered he passed with an exceptionally high average. 


He inherited his grandfather's gift for playing the accordion and in 
the company of Dave Moench often played for dances in neighboring 
schools. Reinhold had an excellent bass voice and was always glad 10 
be involved in choral productions. Once he played the role of Santa Claus 
so realistically in a skit about Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer, that his 
little nieces, Mary and Joyce, cried as they waved goodbye to him from 
the audience, 


Active in his community, a recent count showed that Reinhold 
belonged to no less than fifteen organizations. His family harbors a slight 
suspicion that he might be over-organized. 





Reinhold and Erna have two sons and one daughter, Their eldest 
son, Wesley, is the youngest driller employed by Apache Drilling Com- 
pany. Wes has worked in oilfields at Rainbow Lake, Hay River, N.W.T., 
Fort Nelson, B.C. and Saskatchewan. Stanley, who has distinguished 
himself in local 4-H competitions has attended one year at Olds Agricul- 
tural College and is planning a second term there. Cynthia, their daughter, 
noted for her long raven locks, is the third generation to inherit the talent 
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for playing the accordion and can play almost anything her ear can hear. 


The Rosins have just completed their new hybrid home which is a 
combination Nelson-Beaver-Muttart-Rosin creation especially designed to 





FS! | provide them with a happy Hand Hills’ home. 

| MR. AND MRS. FRED BERTSCH 
oir | By Anniz Gross 
fa Fred was born in 1890 in North Dakota, U.S. and came to Canada 
Dod in 1902 with his family. He settled in the Hand Hills with his brother 
ter Gottleib. They were naturalized in 1913. For awhile he stayed with 


worked on the first railroad building crews. Finally he took out a home- 
stead in the Hand Hills, with Gottleib’s just across the road, Their closest 
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neighbors were Alex 
and Bernhardt Galster. 


llagher, Chris Teske, Elgin Milligan, Otto Maetche 





Fred met Pauline Siewert who had come to Canada from Bessarabia, 
Roumania, in 1910, at the age of fifteen, with her mother, Christine and 
her sisters. They first resided at Olds, moved to the Morrin district for 
awhile, and later moved permanently to the Hand Hills district, where 
two married brothers, Reinhold and Dan, were living. In 1914, Fred and | 
Pauline were married in Hanna by Rev. Finkbinder. 


Fred had a shack twelve by fourteen built so they started life together 
with three work horses, one pony, and one cow. A plow, disc, drill, and 
a binder were shared with his brother until each had his own. Each year 
he turned over more sod, picked more rocks and fenced with posts that 
were chopped from poplar or willow trees from the Hills. 


In 1915 Edith was born. Now a bigger home was needed so they 
started a new home, at a different location, as well as a big barn. The 
lumber had to be hauled from Stettler, as the railroad was not completed 
and Stettler was the closest lumber yard. A well was dug and was bailed 
by pail to water the stock, and for house use. Pauline always worked 
along side Fred and they slowly improved their farm. | 





Bob Congdon had a small store and ran the first post office as well. i 
Necessary groceries were purchased there. Their banking was done in 
Morrin. At first there was no church so services were held at farmers’ 
homes in turn. These were well attended, some coming by team a distance i 
of twenty miles. When the Baptist church was built Fred willingly gave 

a hand. They attended this church for a good number of years. In 1916, 
Annie was born. There were no doctors close by, so a midwife, Mrs. Snider, 
was in attendance. 








In 1917, they both entered the free-for-all flat races at the Stampede 
at the Miller ranch, where Pauline took first in the ladies’ race and Fred 
won first in the gents. Uncle Chris had the privilege of babysitting the 
two girls. Chris and Jack Bertsch took part in the steer bucking contest 
(on Sundays they practiced at Fred’s place although it was cows they 
were riding). 


As years went on more horses and machinery were purchased as well 
as the first car in 1925. Craigmyle was the closest town eight miles north 
of us. Grain was hauled with four horses hitched to a wagon. Sometimes 
two trips were made in one day. In the same way coal was hauled from 
Willow Creek. Neighbors would go at the same time taking fresnoes, 
dynamite, picks and shovels, It took at least two days to make a trip. 
‘The first man who came to thresh these farmers was John Gall 
who owned one of the first steam engines. Later Peter Galster had a 
threshing route. The farmers hauled the bundles to the machine to help 
pay their threshing bill. Road work was done by the farmers with four 


14 











che 


bia, 
and 

for 
ere 
and 


her 
and 
year 


hat 


hey 
The 
sted 
iled 
ed 


yell. 
in 
ave 
116, 
der, 


rede 
‘red 

the 
test 


hey 


well 
orth 
rom 
028, 


3all 
da 
.elp 
our 





horses and fresnoes. They put in fills, made and covered wooden culverts 
and in this way were able to pay their taxes. 


Edith and Annie started school at Elmer, attending by single buggy 
or riding the distance of nearly four miles, Many days in the winter 
were missed because of cold weather and deep snow. Christmas was 
always a joy. They always took their children to the concert at Elmer 
and Georgetown, and often took them to Alpha and Rockyhill as well 
Sometimes the weather was bitterly cold and horses, for which there was 
no room in the barn, were covered with blankets. On Christmas Eve we 
always attended the religious programs in the church. How we all looked 
forward to this evening, and no frost or pain can dim those happy 
memories, 





Elmer was born in 1922. Four years later, Ivan was born, and now 
the family was complete, All attended the first Elmer School 


‘The hungry thirties were very hard on this family, too. Wheat was 
sold for twenty-five cents a bushel, We couldn't keep too many cattle 
fas the pasture was so scarce. Sheep were kept as they could live on very 
little, Butter was printed and sold for groceries. Pauline was always a big 
gardener. In winter, Fred would catch coyotes with his hounds and guns. 
He had a weasel route and badgers had a value, too. Hides were stretched 
on boards and dried, then sold to travelling fur buyers. 


In summer, as the children were growing up, there were ball games 
in the pasture where Fred had marked out a ball diamond. Quite a crowd 
would gather, An occasional dance was held in the big spare room, and 
good card games were also held during the week. Mother was always busy 
seeing that there was plenty of food. 


Each spring @ trip to the Fish Lake was taken to get a good supply 
of fish as many still do today. They were scooped out with a net and 
brought home in cream cans, tubs, or sacks. ‘The next day everyone had 
to help with scaling, drawing, canning and smoking the catch, Sometimes 
a second trip was made to ensure a year’s supply. 


A trip to Calgary was considered quite a good holiday, but the Hand 
Hills Stampede was always “the big day”. Fred also took part in the first 
curling that was held at the Club House. 





Before retiring he had a full line of modern machinery and the 
horses had been sold, He sold his land to Godfreid Albright before retiring 
to Hanna in 1958, He passed away five years later. Pauline still resides 
in their home in Hanna. 


‘The following are the members of their family: EDITH, (Mrs. Ekelie), 
makes her home in Rimbey. ANNIE, lives in Craigmyle with her sons, 
Erie, Lyle and Perry (see the Robert Gross story) (Alpha). ELMER, lives 
in the Hand Hills district married to Mary Brown, an English trained 
nurse who is often on nursing duty in the Drumbeller Hospital. IVAN, 
farms north of Craigmyle. 





us 






































‘The Bertsch’s have seven grandchildren (all Gross's), and seven 
great grandchildren. 


THE BISCUIT BAKERS 
ay Puyzus McDonarp 


‘The Elmer district was blessed with a bountiful batch of bachelors. 
[As some of them are now deceased and as it has been nearly impossible 
to get accurate trace of where the others went, the following excerpts 
have been ‘gleaned from the memories shared by Mr. Pete Galster, Mr. 
Jack Beck and Mr, King Morton or accumulated by the author on her 
interviewing travels. This little batter is all that is left in the mixing bow! 
by the biscuit bakers. 

TOM GOSS built a little shack in the draw across the road from 
the Peter Galster buildings. In 1912, a monstrous hailstorm struck and 
turned his shack completely upside down. Tom was visiting Dick Black 
at the time so got quite a surprise on his return home, He moved his 
location over on the east side of the road now leading into the Kautz 
farm and built a more substantial house. For awhile he ran the post office 
there, Later he moved to the Tom Clark place and also spent some time 
with George Gurr, Tom Goss’ wife came out from England and it is 
believed that they returned to their homeland and .a more conventional 
way of life 

A MR, MOORE built the first shack on the Wasson place. Jack 
Beck claims he was a well-educated man and said he was interested in 
becoming the school teacher at the new school. Pete recalls that his 
father fenced this quarter for Mr. Moore by contract. However, his shack 
was completely demolished by a southwest wind and he walked away 
discouraged by the setback and no further trace of him can be found. 


JOCK GREWER lived across the road from the Georgetown School 
but daily he rode back and forth astride his bareback workhorse to the 
site of the Hand Hills store on the Congdon place where he operated a 
blacksmith shop. These both closed about 1914 as Craigmyle was expanding 
and the need for the local one was past. Jock went overseas with the 
Canadian forces in World War T and when he retuned he brought a 
bride to share his days in Georgetown. He sold his farm to a Mr. Wilson 
and moved to Vancouver. 


ARTHUR DAW homesteaded and pre-empted the south half of 
section four in township thirty and it was from him the land was purchased 
to build the first Elmer School, He left the Hills after a prolonged period 
of negotiation with the school board over payment for the property. 


DICK BLACK homesteaded and batched between the Gurr and 
Goss places. He accumulated enough wealth to purchase the half section 
proved upon by Tom Goss. However, he didn’t stay long, and sold all 
three quarters to Chris Teske. Mr. Galster heard that he moved to British 
Columbia where he operated a very successful cattle ranch. 
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‘THEODORE WASSON had been a sailor serving in the capacity 
of chef before homesteading in the Hills, He was also a carpenter by 
trade, He built himself a fine housc—most unbachelorlike in aspect, being 
well finished inside and well kept as befits a chef's domain. This house 
was moved to Hanna in 1946 by Mr. Fred Rosin who purchased the 
land. The house was very casily enlarged, transformed and modernized. 
His first barn was struck by lightning and destroyed. His second barn was 
fa solid edifice, later purchased by Elmer Mactche and moved to the Kary 
place. Mr. Wasson was a frequent Sunday visitor to the Keay home 
where he was toasted, teased and treated like one of the family. Alf says 
and chuckles, “Oh! We were good buddies!” He had two sisters, a Mrs. 
James of Calgary and another who lived in California, Mr. Wasson died 
quietly in his home in the spring of 1944, where he was discovered by 
his neighbor, Albert Rosin, who came to deliver the mail. 


FRANK TADMAN (as told to Douglas 
a room in the Hanna Hospital in 1964). 


He came out to this country in 1908 and homesteaded shortly after. 
He slept and kept house in a wagon box for one month. That winter he 
spent in British Columbia, The next spring he returned and built a house 
and stayed all winter. The spring of 1909 he worked on the railroad. When 
he returned he worked in Congdon’s store and also in the Post Office 
there. He kept and fed cattle at his homestead and tried to earn money 
to build up his farm, In the summer he worked at the store two or three 
days a week, He kept doing odd jobs until about 1916 when he began to 
devote his time to farming. 











igan when they shared 


At first he had only a walking plow which he pulled with four oxen, 
then he got an Oliver sulkey plow which he pulled with four horses. 
Later this was replaced by a disk plow powered by a Fordson tractor. 
He left his farm in 1933 after building himself a fine two-storey home 
which was all wired for electricity, but the power has never flowed along. 
those lines. 


Some unusual amusements that Mr. Tadmap mentioned were: “They 
would take an old tin bread pan which they tured upside down. Then 
they would beat on the bottom of it with sticks or a brush. They also 
had an accordion which was played in rhythm with the drumming sound. 
Someone would then howl which was called SINGING.” This was a 
winter amusement but in the summer they would go swimming in the 
Hand Hills Lake, 


One excitement Mr. Tadman had was that one day the bull Kicked 
him pretty hard and it hurt for about two hours. Then he decided it was 
his turn for kicks, He got the whip out and really gave it to the bull. 


(Editor’s note: Mr. Tadman served as first secretary of the Elmer 
School Board in 1911, and for a time was also secretary-treasurer of the 
Hand Hills Lake Club House until illness foreed him to relinguish the 
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post. For many years he served as caretaker at the Legion Memorial 
Hall in Hanna. He is still living in Calgary in a hospital for senior 
citizens.) 


BILL RABEY was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Walter Rabey who 
migrated to Calgary from Kincardin, Ontario, about 1899. His father 
served as a conductor on the C.P.R. Bill had one sister, Verne, who went 
to live at Long Beach, California, Bill was very young when he home- 
steaded in the Hand Hills, just barely old enough to qualify under the 
regulations of the Homesteaders’ Act. He stayed in the district long 
enough to prove up on his property then retumed to Calgary. There he 
married and worked as a brakeman on the regular passenger run between 
Calgary and Edmonton. He had one son and one daughter. Bill passed 
away a few years ago. 





“BOBBY” MILLIGAN was a little Englishman who homesteaded 
the quarter where the Hand Hills United Church now stands. His domicile 
was uniquely singular as it was a dugout with the roof level with the 
ground, He put in his first year of homesteading tenure there, but seem- 
ingly finding the rigors of winter too great to bear he walked away the 
following spring and was not heard of again, 


SOREN PETERSON, a brother of Anton Peterson of the Hand Hills 
District, homesteaded in Elmer in 1909. He was active in school affairs 
despite his bachelorhood. His home was used for many years as polling 
station for federal elections. In 1924 he married Miss Nellie Currie who 
was born in Inniskilling, Ireland. The Petersons retired to Hanna in 1953. 
He passed away the following year. Lloyd Hagen farmed Soren’s homestead 
for one year, and the following year the property was sold to Mr. L. 
Branum. 


MR. HAROLD NESS, a cousin of the Anderson brothers, home- 
steaded the NW!/, of 28-29-16-4 about 1910. He came from Everett, 
Washington. By trade he was an iron worker (moulder) having worked 
for the Sumner Iron Foundry for years. He completed his homestead 
duties about 1913 and sold his land to Mr. Les Flett. He returned to 
Everett, Washington, where he married, He had one son and two grand- 
sons. His wife died in February of 1968 and Harold, now in his ninetieth 
year, is living in a nursing home at Everett. (The above information ha 
been kindly provided by Mr. Anton Anderson.) 








‘Among those who lived on the Martin Anderson Homestead were 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Nelson. They had two children, a son, Claire, and 
a daughter, Violet, who attended Elmer School. 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Almond also made their home there for a few 
years, Claude, Henry’s brother, tells us that Henry came to Canada in 
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the spring of 1913 and homesteaded the land whereon the Sinclair gravel 
pit is located. He bought the Alex Fletcher place, sold and moved 10 the 
Martin Anderson place. He has made his home at various times at Black 
Diamond, Turner Valley and Salmon ‘Arm, British Columbia, but he 
hhas now retired and lives at Turner Valley. 


He was martied to a vivacious Scotch lassie named Belle Proudfoot, 
only sister of the well-known Proudfoot brothers of Georgetown, and 
Craigmyle. They had two sons, Bill, and Bobby, and a daughter, Jessie. 
Billy died during their tenure in the Hand Hills and Belle died suddenly 
at Turner Valley. The other children are both married. 





MR. AND MRS. ALBERT MOENCH 


Albert Moench, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Moench, and 
Miss Betty Mossop, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Mossop, were 
married in March of 1941, They moved onto the Martin Anderson 
homestead and have been constant residents of the Elmer district ever 
since, In 1953 they bought the Ted Nelner house and moved it to their 
farmstead. Major renovations were undertaken in the winter of 1966-°67 
and their home is now completely modernized. 









Betty and Albert have four sons and one daughter. Their eldest 
son, Donnie, married Miss Irene Forrest, a teacher from Melfort, Saska 
chewan, Donnie received his Bachelor of Science degree in 1966 and will 
Sceeive his Bachelor of Education degree this fall. Both Donnie and Irene 
teach in Calgary where Donnie served as assistant principal at Keeler 
School during the last school year, Douglas has worked for several different 
Seismic crews which were operating in the Rainbow Lake, Athabasca 
gna Dawson Creek areas, During the summer months he helps his father 
with his complex farm operations. Doreen, who completed a secretarial 
Course at Henderson's, is married to Zane Veno. ‘They live in Calgary 
‘nd have one son Duane. Stanley is a high school student in Hanna, 
and Greg, the youngest, spends his pre-school days following in his 
father’s footsteps. 


‘Albert and Betty have been very active in community affairs. Albert's 
executive ability being in demand from many organizations. For many 
years he has been the Treasurer of the St, Paul's Lutheran Church, and 
hhe performed the duties of secretary for the local Elmer school board of 
trustees for eight years. He is a member of all the service clubs in the 
Hand Hills, and is a director in many, foremost of wihch are: Alpha 
Mutual Telephones, RE.A.L. and the Hand Hills Lake Club. 


‘At the present time Albert is the unchallenged director of one of 
the neighborhood butchering rings, which besides himself and his two 
brothers, Eddie and Wilfred, lists Hardy Galster, Ben Mammel, Lorne 
McDoneld and Ken Moench among its members. It should be mentioned 
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that Dave was the cutting expert until the time of his death, Each spring 
they move from place to place butchering at least one pork and one beef 
the first day. The second day they cut, wrap, make sausage, headcheese, 
liverwurst, grind lard and hamburger and specialize in every cut available 
in a meat market. The wives always attend, helping in all operations, 
where necessary, particularly in the wrapping and labelling, and joini 
in the general horseplay. One year they “larked” up the labels and you 
never knew whether you were going to be cooking “Hardy's Hocks” or 
“Albert Moench’s Rump Roast Special”. Last year, the addition of a 
pool table in McDonald’s basement almost threw the operation into 
reverse, as Mabel and Ben showed up at eight am. to get in a little 
game before the work crew showed up. at nine. During the afternoon 
even the women got behind in the wrapping. Although the ring used to 
do their own smoking of hams, bacons and sausage in either Moench’s 
or Galster’s smokehouse, since the advent of the locker plants in Hanna 
and Drumheller only the sausage is smoked at home. Though it is hard 
work—this butchering business—each year the gang looks forward to 
butchering season because the social aspects are unlike any other activity 
throughout the farmer’s busy year. 








WILLIAM MILLARD 
story As TOLD BY FRaNces “Peacock” Morton 


Around 1905, Billy Millard and his wile came from England to 
Killamey, Manitoba and worked there for a farmer for approximately 
three years before coming west to file on his homestead in the Hand Hills. 
He helped build the railroad to try to make ends meet on his homestead. 
His wife did not like the west and the loneliness, or the cold bitter winters, 
so returned to England alter nearly two years here. 


Billy had worked for a man in England, who kept show animals, 
so he knew how to groom and feed horses, That’s the way be kept his 
horses on the farm. They were always fat and shiny. His harnesses 
were brass studded with scotch tops and red, white and blue double 
spreaders for reins. It was a picture to see, even when they were working 
in the field. 


He planted rows and rows of trees around his house. He seemed to 
always have a wonderful flower and vegetable garden every year. His 
yard was a beauty spot in the Hills, with walks outlined by painted rocks 
and lovely hedges. 


In 1922 Billy hited Mr. Anderson, a carpenter in Craigmyle, to build 
a fifteen passenger motorboat. It cost seventeen hundred dollars. He 
asked Mr. Peacock, a neighbor, to run it and take charge of it. He named 
it “The Lady of the Lake” and Mr. Peacock “Captain Peacock”. They 
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charged fifty cents a ride and ran it all Sundays during the summer, pienie 
days and at the Stampede. It roamed the lake for three years, then he 
sold it to Mr. Olson. 


Billy Millard used to be janitor and all around handyman for the 
Hand Hills Club until his last years. 


In the late °20s Billy’s younger brother, Alfred, came from England 
to live with him, Like Billy he was a fine horticulturalist and kept house 
as well as a lady. He was a great favorite with the young people because 
he had a fund of humorous songs that he toted out at every party. 
About 1935 he moved to Nova Scotia where he married and settled down. 
He has never returned to the haven on the prairies. 


I recall a few instances which will show you why he was such a 
welcome visitor to our home. He was a real “whiz” at playing cards and 
always had lots of dry humor mixed with everything he did. He loved 
to tease us girls, For instance, when we swept the floor he would drag 
his feet through the dirt and then chuckle at us. He enjoyed having a 
snowball fight. I recall one time five of us is, some were friends, tried 
to get the better of him but he got a scoop shovel and shovelled snow so 
fast that we had to retreat. He always joked about this. Another time 
Lauretta and Gladys, my older sisters, challenged him in a foot race to 
the gate and back, Well, he was there and back before they barely got 
over half way. Then he says, “What were you waiting for?” He then 
told us he had been in foot racing tournaments in England. These are just 
a few incidents that leave happy memories of him. Billy Millard and Jack 
Edwards, a bachelor who lived near Billy, used to come to our house to 
spend Christmas with us and stay until after New Year's. Billy spent 
forty-five Christmas’ at our home (Peacock). I remember they used to 








‘Mr. and Mrs, Ernest Pea- Mr, M. Martin and Mr. Billy 
cock Millard 






























































each bring a five pound box of chocolates for us. It was a real treat that 
seemed to be the only time we had “boughten” candy. Mother was an 
expert at making homemade candy, 


Billy Millard passed away on September 29, 1966, at the good old 
age of eighty-eight 





THE ERNEST PEACOCK STORY 
qwnirten ny Frances (Peacock) Morton 
‘Three Peacock brothers came over on the Mayflower ship in 1620 
from England to the New England shores of eastern United States. One 
brother went to California and was never heard from again, one went 
to the eastern part of Canada and the other one settled in the New 
England States. ‘This latter one was our branch of the family tree. 


Emest Peacock was born on November 7, 1884 at Gardiner, Maine, 
of United States. On June 6, 1906, Ernest Peacock and Della Ludwig 
were married at Gardiner. She was born January 27, 1880 at Waldoboro, 
Maine, United States. She has the Ludwig Coat-of-Arms that was brought 
from Germany by her ancestors. 





After a few years Dad got rheumatism so badly that he was unable 
to work or even dress himself. Finally, their old family doctor told him, 
“Go west, young man, Out where it is hot and dry.” “Now, where might 
that be?” inquired Dad. The doctor advised him to go to Canada, to a 
place called Alberta near Bassano. 
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So, in the spring of 1917, they sold their farm; packed a few clothes 
and household goods and with their two daughters, Lauretta and Gladys, 
boarded the train for Alberta. After a few months his rheumatism improved 
and he was able to start to work, He then moved to Hussar and built a 
livery stable, and was drayman and John Deere agent there 


Frances Isabell was born at Hussar on October 8, 1917. Dad and 
Mother tell about « big blizzard at that time. A herd of approximately 
one thousand head of cattle drifted into town from the ranches and 
the people had to try to keep the cattle away from the windows or they 
would stick their heads in. After the blizzard was over a bull was found 
frozen to death leaning against the C.P.R, station. 


Dad, wanting to go back farming again, bought Mr. Brown's home- 
stead on the north end of the Hand Hills Lake. So, again, they packed 
up their belongings and with a big hayrack, four horses pulling it and a 
cow tied behind, they headed across the prairie for the Drumheller 
crossing. We had a big crate of chickens and every so often an egg would 
roll out onto the ground. Gladys was supposed to try to rescue them before 
they rolled off so we could have them for the meals. 


One day, close to Drumheller, a terrible dust storm came up and 
Mother says she had to hang onto the cow’s tail to be able to keep from 
losing sight of the outlit, 


‘The night we were camped near Drumheller proves that a man’s 
best friend is his dog. In the middle of the night @ man came sneaking 
into camp, probably with no good intentions on his mind, but our dog, 
Jeff, growled to awaken Dad and then attacked the stranger. After a 
short scuffle the stranger escaped in the darkness. I know there was no 
more sleep in camp that night. I might say we got an early start next 
morning anyway. 


In May, 1920, we arrived in the Hand Hills. Lauretta and Gladys 
walked to the Elmer School while we lived there. 


Billy Millard used to pay us girls one cent for every gopher we 
trapped on his place. That is where he got his nickname of Gopher 
Johnny. 


In 1924 Dad bought Mr. Peirce's place at the south end of the 
Hand Hills Lake, where there was lease land, so he could raise cattle. 


‘The Briggs, Millers and Lauretta and Gladys went by team and 
democrat to the Hand Hills Lake School, some 12 miles across country. 
My sisters finished their schooling in Craigmyle, but, by this time other 
schools closer were built, so that I was able to go to Dalkeith, three 
miles away. The government paid my tuition as there was no school 
in the Fish Lake district. 
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One year in the “dirty thirties” Dad threshed ninety acres of wheat 
and got approximately sixty bushels. 

Dad was captain of the boat on the Hand Hills Lake while it was 
used (told in the William Millard story). 


Dad had one of the first combines in the district, a Red River Special, 
as it was called. 





















Mother has made a quilt for each of her three daughters and also 
for all the grandchildren. 


‘They still use the same stove that they brought from the States. The 
sewing machine she Still uses was one she bought before she was married. 
They also have a hanging lamp which they converted into an electric 
one. These all have to be over sixty years old. 








I remember when Dad got our first radio. It had earphones and 
we had to take turns listening, or put the earphones in a bowl to act as 
loudspeaker. Then he got a huge loudspeaker which took up a lot of room 
when space was scarce. How the radio would squeal when it was tuned 
into a station until the dial was exact. We could hear others tuning in 
by the squeal on the radio, too. 








‘The Descendants and relatives of the Peacock Family. Standing: Merle, Irene, 
Deborah, Brenda, Laverne, Lawrence and Frances Morton; Frank, Eunice and 

iys_Wilsgn; two Schmaltz children, Darlene and Charles Schmaltz, Harold, 
‘and Clarence Wilson. Sitting on chairs: Larry Morton, Alice Peacock Hayes, 
Ernest Peacock, Lari Schmaltz, Seated in front: Roylene and Murray 
and Garry Wilton, Louise and Patsy Wilson, Anita Morton, Colleen 
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‘A big blizzard in the spring of 1951 more or less made up their minds 
to sell out. They woke up in the morming to find their windows and 
doors were all covered over with snow. Dad had to saw a hole out through 
the side of the house into the coal shed to get coal and then they melted 
snow as they dug to make a hole big enough so they could crawl out. 
‘Then they sold to William Shadlock in the fall and moved up to the 
Hand Hilis school district, south of Delia. They now live in our yard. 


‘At the time of the writing of this story in 1968 Dad is eighty-four 
years young and Mother is eighty-eight. They celebrated their sixtieth or 
diamond wedding anniversary in 1966. 


LUDWIG FAMILY COAT OF ARMS 
susmrrTep By Mrs, Detta Lupwic Peacock. 


‘The herewith Coat of Arms is the Ludwig Armorial of original grant, 
dating from the first Crusade A.D. 1096 in which it was borne by a 
Sir Knight Crusader Johan Von Ludwig (see the history of the Crusade 
and Crusaders—the first book published in Frankfurt A.D. 1538). He 
is the first of the name of authentic record. 


‘This Coat of Arms is shown in Helmer’s New and Enlarged Book 
of Coat of Arms, Numberg, 1699, section on Knights of Nobility, also 
Coat of Arms of Historic Families, Numberg, 1857. 


‘These authorities may be seen in the Genealogical Section of the 
New York Library with very interesting data relating to the Ludwig 
family. 


From the above it is evident that the Ludwig Coat of Arms is one of 
the limited number of historic family Coat of Arms dating from the First 
Crusade, and therefore with an authentic record of over eight hundred 
years. 

In that Crusade the princes, chiefs and knights were obliged to adopt 
certain devices to distinguish the various commands from one another. 


“It is to the time of the earlier crusade”, says Wade (The Symbolisms 
of Heraldry on a treatise on the Meaning and Derivations of Armorial 
Bearings by Sir W. Cecil FRA. London 1898), “that we can ascribe 
the armorial bearings in their present form, when the necessity of quickly 
recognizing each of the numerous leaders seems to have compelled the 
princes and knights to adopt a methodical arrangement of various devices 
borne of a surcoat and banner”. 


These devices very quickly were transferred to and displayed upon 
the Shield. A leading device thus adopted was the Lion—among the 
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higher order of knights in various forms and positions: rampant, guardant, 
ete. “The Lion held a high place as an emblem of a valiant soldier of 
Christ, of deathless courage, strong of body, politic in council, and a foe 
to fear”, (See Wade.) 


‘The Ludwigs are in the list of American Pioneer and Founder families 
‘The earliest of these seems to be Daniel Ludwig who came Sept. 18, 1773 
to Pennsylvania; and a Jacob Ludwig who came to Thomaston, Main 
1753, but the Ludwig Genealogy begins with Joseph Ludwig, born in 
Dietz, Germany, 1699, came and settled in Waldoboro, Maine in 1753, 
He came with his wife, Katherine Kline and their three children. All 
motives which actuated this family in migrating to America was probably 
the flattering inducement of General Waldo (sce Waldoboro History) 





His son Joseph Henry Ludwig married Elizabeth Kaler of his own 
colony in ITT1, and died in 1830. He and his brother Jacob located at 
either side of the Madomak River. The farms which they purchased, they 
continued to occupy and improve until their death. Their tastes and 
vocations were very similar, often serving the town and country by holding 
offices of trust and profit, from surveyors to town representatives, besides 
notary public and justice of the peace. Joseph had twelve children, one of 
which was James, born in 1793. He married Hane Creamer. His own son 
James Ludwig Jr. married Hetty V. Lash and had five children, Oral of 
Maine (deceased), Della Ludwig Peacock of Alberta, Canada, Agnes 
(deceased), Maud Sidelinger (deceased) and one baby died very young. 
Maud had one son, George married and no children, Della Peacock has 
three children, all girls, Lauretta Peacock in Portland, Maine; Gladys 
Wilson has two sons and lives in Alberta, Canada and Frances Morton, 
with eight children also lives in Alberta, Canada. 


There is much other interesting Ludwig matter scattered here and 
there, of those prominent staicamen, soldiers, scientists etc. in various 
centuries from the time of the crusaders on to now. 


TAKEN FROM ReGeNT CouteGe oF Herapry, GENEALOGICAL SEARCHER, 
New York Pustic Lisrany etc. 


MR. AND MRS. ROBERT MILLARD 
ay Puyius THRET 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Millard and three children were born in Cam- 
bridge, England (Gladys, now Mrs. Erick Beck, of Clive; Frank of Hanna; 
and Phyllis, now Mrs. George Thrift of Edmonton). They came to the 
Hand Hills in 1924, lived on Ernest Peacock’s homestead the first year, 
and then took up their homestead on the southwest corner of the Hand 
Hills Lake, where in 1927 the crops were hailed out. 





126 














‘The children went to the Dalkeith School and were known for their 
ability to entertain with concert singing and school plays. Mr. and Mrs. 
Millard were blessed with five more children while on their homestead. 
Our winter playground was the Miller’s Coulee and in the summer we 
played on the lake beach at Hand Hills Lake. 


Mrs, Millard was remembered for her singing and in a play (Shakes- 
peare) at the Elmer School and Delia. 


In 1936 we moved to Hanna and in 1937 Kathleen died a tragic 
death at the age of eight. 


Mrs. Millard passed away in Edmonton, February 16, 1965. Mr. 
Millard still resides in Edmonton and keeps busy and healthy while visiting 
with his eight children and sixteen grandchildren, from Alberta to 
California. 


Robert and daughter Phyllis return to the Hand Hills once in awhile. 
Gladys is at Clive, Alberta; Frank is at Hanna; Phyllis is at Edmonton; 
Albert is at Edmonton; Gordon is at Calgary; George is at Red Deer and 
Mildred is at Fresno, California, 


MR, AND MRS. DAVID KROCKER 
by Frank KRockER 
In the spring of 1925 Mr. and Mrs. David Krocker arrived in Craig- 
myle and farmed in the Hand Hills for one season. They lived in the old 
Galster place until they built a house one quarter of a mile south of 
Elmer School. 





Father is in good health and is at present visiting in Arizona. 

Mother passed away two years ago. 

Mary is living in Tueson, Arizona, 

At Elmer School and the little Baptist Church I met Irene Maetche 
and later we were married. We went back to Craigmyle and lived ten 
miles north of the town from 1938 to 1953, when we moved to Calgary. 


In 1964 we sold the farm and are now living three miles from the city 
limits. 





MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL KARY 
as ToLD To Pris McDonaLp 


In 1926 Mr. and Mrs. Kary and their family of seven sons and one 
daughter moved into the Hand Hills from Hemaruka, 
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Mr. Kary is best remembered for his eloquence as a Baptist Church 
lay minister by the people of the Hand Hills. Always an ardent Bible 
student, he was blessed with a deep concern for the spiritual welfare of 
all who came within his orbit of influence. A warm, effervescent sense 
of humor was qlso numbered among his wholesome characteristics and 
these attributes were passed on to his sons and daughter: 


‘The boys were involved in community sports, but the battery of 
“Joe Kary-Herb Coulson” on the hardball team probably left the most 
vivid impression. Joe’s chatter-patter was incessant and inspiring to his 
teammates as he chortled “Pitch “em in ol” Herby-man!” 


‘An exceptional contribution to the Baptist congregation was made 
by an elderly German minister by the name of Rev. Hauger. For about 
two weeks he stayed in a family’s home giving concentrated music lessons 
to the older girls in the families, (As far as the writer remembers the 
student did not attend school classes during this period). ‘Thereafter, the 
music pupil was able to sight read hymns in any combination of sharps 
or flats, Among those who learned their music by this method were 
Frances Kary, Irma Nelner and Freida Teske. Local music teachers have 
often stated a desire to unravel the mystery of this unique method. 














‘Among Mr, Kary’s memories the revival of 1932 stands out vividly. 
For two weeks Rev, Eitermann of Carbon lived in the district conducting 
revival services nightly. A total of twenty-five people were baptized in 
Teske's creck southwest of the church at two separate Sunday baptisms. 
Besides local communicants a brother-in-law of Mr. Dan Hein and his 
wife came all the way from Forestburg to be baptized as Baptist services 
had been discontinued there. A Miller family from Morrin also came to 
be immersed. A fine choir from the Friedentahl Church near Carbon 
joyously poured forth praises during the ceremonies and many still recall 
Mrs, Boettcher’s mellow, rolling bass voice as the strains of “I Surrender 
AU” filled the air. 








Two of the Kary sons, Ed and Mike, studied for the ministry at 
Rochester, Minnesota. 


‘Times were hard in the °30s as Mr. Kary reminisces, “The crops 
were quite good in 1932 but wheat sold for twenty-two cents a bushel”. 
Consequently little financial aid was available so the boys worked after 
classes to pay tuition and boarding expenses. Due to this strenuous 
schedule Mike contracted T-B. of the lungs and still suffers from the 
effects. 





Mike lives in Hartford, Connecticut, U.S.A. with his wife and four 
children, carrying on his ministry; while Ed, his wife and four children, 
serve a charge in Cleveland, Ohio. 
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‘Their eldest son John married a teacher, Miss Helen Weir. For a 
number of years she taught at the Elmer school where she established 
herself as a firm disciplinarian and a thorough instructor—teaching all 
grades from one to eight to a very heavy enrolment, They now reside in 
Delia where Helen is still teaching, 


‘Their children, three sons and a daughter, are all married. 


Ronald Kary married Emily Raugust and lived for a number of 
years on the Byers place where their sons Gordon and Ken were born. 
They moved to Olds about 1937 where they have established fine farms. 


‘Their son Ben lives at Olds, but neighbors remember him best from the 
years when he operated Kary’s Tire Shop in Hanna—now owned by 
Watsons. He is married and has two sons and three daughters 


Joe was for some time mayor of Nelson, B.C., still makes his home 
there with his young son and three daughters. 


Harold, his wife, the former Irene Brunner of Delia, and three 
children make their home in Calgary where Harold is engaged in wireless 
telegraphy. 


Mrs. Kary passed away in 1956 after a lengthy illness. 


‘Their only daughter, Frances, died in Detroit, January 15, 1968. 


In August of 1958 Mr. Kary remarried and still makes his home in 
Hanna 


MR. AND MRS. AUGUST KAUTZ 
4S TOLD 70 PxyLuts McDonatp 

Mr. and Mrs, August Kautz came from Bessarabia, Roumania, in 
the spring of 1927 with their son, Helmut. They moved many times in 
their first years in Canada, spending one year on each of the following 
farms: Reinhold Miller, Albert Graumann (for whom Mr. Kautz worked 
but lived in the former Chadbourne house) and Reinhold Fano. Their 
next move took them to the other side of the Hand Hills into the Rainbow 
area. They lived two miles south of the Dixon place for two years, then 
in 1932 they moved back to Alpha where they settled on the Coulson 
place, This was their home until 1945. Here Freda went to school. They 
saw Alpha closed and their children were vanned to Elmer School 
farther south. When an opportunity came to purchase the Teske holdings, 
they accepted it and moved there in 1945, In 1958 they bought a house 
in Hanna and continued farming from town, In the meantime, their 
son Willie went to work in Calgary. For two years he was employed by 
Alberta Paint and Glass Corporation and a third year he worked for 
Northern Asbestos. It was during his sojourn in the city that he met 
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an attractive nurses’ aide, Lois Barker of Turner Valley. They were 
married in 1960 and returned to make their home on the farm in 1961. 
At the present time Lois is nursing in the Hanna Hospital. Lois and 
Willie have three children: Belinda, Allen and Wendy. 


Freda married Lorne Hunter of Craigmyle in 1956. They have two 
sons: Lloyd and Gerald. Freda plays the organ in the Lutheran Church 
of the Redeemer, Hanna, where Mr. and Mrs. Kautz are both members 
of the German choir. 





Mrs, Kautz recalls the horrible isolation and desperation she felt 
when she arrived in a foreign country unable to speak the new language. 
It was not too bad until they reached Winnipeg. Up until that time 
seventeen families had been travelling together and one man acted as 
leader or interpreter. After that however, they all separated and each 
family was on its own. They had no idea how far it was to Hanna, so 
hardly dared sleep or leave the train at the stopovers, as they were afraid 
they would miss their station. 


Once a porter came through the train selling apples, bananas and 
other lunch snacks which he carried in a basket over his arm. As he 
proceeded he called “Five cents! Five cents!” In German the word “five” 
‘means pipe and she remembers being disappointed when she peered into 
his basket and found no pipes for sale, They often laugh about it now. 


In the Old Country all the homes were close together, so it was a 
great shock for her to find herself alone in the middle of the prairies. 
She was terrified after dark and would securely lock herself in until 
morning. Once Mr. Kautz was away threshing and didn’t come home 
until very late. Since her terror knew no reason he had a difficult time 
convincing her to let him in. 








‘Though they suffered many hardships and many times she was 
lonely and frightened, she recalls how she loved Canada. “Never! No, 
never!” she declares “did I ever want to go back to the Old Country!” 


MR. AND MRS. EDWARD RAUGUST 


Ed Raugust and Tillie Kanewischer were married in 1937 and made 
their home in the Bullpound district. As schools were rather inaccessible 
to their location, Tillie taught the two eldest children by correspondence 
until they moved to the Elmer district in January of 1947, taking up 
residence on the Arthur Daw homestead. At Elmer, the children soon 
became involved in music lessons and when the Haluschaks came the 
children were progressively involved as members of the orchestra. In 
1951 they increased their holdings by purchasing the R. S. Congdon 
farm, Though many local schools were moved considerable distance from 
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the original site, the first Elmer School is now part of the Raugust farm- 
stead. They moved and renovated the building in the late fall of 1961 
where it now stands as a workshop. 


‘Their family consists of: CLIFFORD, who graduated from Oklahoma 
University as a Petroleum Engineer, married Helen Fedora. Their children 
are Wendy and Jeffrey; GLADYS, a secretarial graduate from Hollings- 
head, married Fred Kern, They have two children, Sandra and Gregory: 
MELVIN, who is on the farm with his father was the first in this area 
to purchase a trailer home, He married a nurse, Miss Frieda Hiebert 
from Gem, who nursed in the Hanna Hospital for four and a half years 
prior to her marriage. They have two daughters, Patricia and Pamela. 
MONA, also a secretary, married Blain Cameron. Their daughters are 
Penny and Faye. SHARON married Terry Moore. Their children are 
Laurie and Kevin. RANDY is still at home and attends High School in 
Hanna. 








all those who trod the cattle trails, the fence lines, the mist- 
filled coulees and the panoramic ridges of the Elmer District, we, the 
Elmer School District Research Committee, Phyllis and Jack McDonald, 
in heartfelt gratitude to your response, hereby dedicate 





A PIONEER’S PRAYER 
Oh God! 


Soften the wrinkles which Time has scratched into my face while 
T clawed out a living from the recalcitrant prairies; 


Remove the pain from the wounds leaving only the scar of memory: 


Bless all those who pass this way and may they avoid the pitfalls 
marked by my imperfect prints; 

‘And then, Oh God, tinge the variegated colors of the sunset with 
the glow of fading though faithful friendships as I reluctantly turn my 
faltering footsteps towards my Father's home. 


Amen, 

















| REMEMBER 
xd wagon and gather scraps of wood laying around 








Having to take a team 
‘and also those dried cow-chips. These we burnt in the cook stoves, 
delectable smell when the stoves smoked! WHOO! 
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My dad, Me. Peacock, sent me to the house one day when he was working 
in the Yield, to get his chewing tobacco. Well, on the way back | tasted it, as he 
Slways said i tested like candy, Wow! did I ever spit and sputter! | never tried 
jhat candy again. In fact, | kept my head turned away when I handed it to him, 
as | was afraid he'd smell it on my breath. 











ae a 


‘The days when we couldn't afford, or wasn't the habit, to buy our chickens 
from the hatchery. We'd set hens on a dozen or so eggs to hatch our chicks. It 
Seemed an old hen looked so surprised when a duck or turkey hatched out under 
her, but after a crost-eyed look or two, she would accept id be as proud 
as if they wore her own chicks. 
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When we spent a spring morning in the ath pile polishing the bottoms of 
aluminum kettles ad become corroded with carbon from cooking over the 
‘open fire during the long winter. 





a ad 


When mother baked pies or doughnuts, she never chased us outside so she 
. How patiently we would stand watching her peel apples 
st the doughnut grease she cooked the 

ne as a special treat. 









ae aed 


The candles and coal! lamps! Comparing them to our elec lights of today, 
we'd Wave'to have a flashlight fa find them. Our parents used to Toll vs, “Dont 
Took at that bright light or if will hurt your eyes.” 


tk ke 


How we had to pump water by hand for all the stock, and for the house, 
too, Some had to pull the water out of the well by 2 rope and pail, No matter 
which way, it was always ig, heavy chore; then packing thove pals ‘of water 
to the house. 





ae 


Those old scrub hoards, and the back-aches caused from being bent over 
that tub for hours. How lucky we are with our washing machines. 


ae aad 


That butter churn that we would stand over, it seemed for hours, pounding 
the dash up and down. 
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| REMEMBER 
Where catalogues and such spent their last useful days. 


a aes 


The cars that we couldn’? afford to keep running so converted them into the 
so called “Bennett Buggies"—happening in Premier Bennett's time. The motor was 
taken out and a wagon hitch was put on so as to be able to pull it with @ team, 
Lots cut the back off the car; if truck it was okay and built a box on the back. 
When the air tires gave out, then thoy cut the fire and forced the hoavy part 
around the rims and had—hard tires. Those served as a very comfortable vehicl 








a ae 






‘The big task of changing a tire on the old cars. The wheels did not come off, 
just the tire. If you were lucky, you had a second patched inner tube; otherwise, i 
‘was, sit down and patch it, too, with a kit that was a very essential piece ‘nF 
equipment. 











a as 


The skis we made from barrel staves. Sometimes they had to be planed 
it to let the skier get mobile but after the first few spills, they polished up real 
neat. It wasn't unusual to see three or four skiors on long ropes behind a cutter 
scooting along the valley roads to the Club House. Any old barrels around? 






kok ke 


When spitting was an established art. Any public building had a few spitoons 
scattered around the room at strategic points and people formed the habit of 
1g to ond as e fo think, or just to rid their mouth of excess 
‘or snoose. Th ye many experts who could casually hit 2 
/. OF course there were beginners who took careful 
feet, and also the careless who missed by an inch or 
rough and it was the custom. When no spitoons were in 
wually spat under the stove, or in a corer of perhaps in a 
from force of habit and would not know afterwards, if asked, just 
floors were laid and small rugs appeared, ‘hi 

pi ry _unpopul sex_and many an expert 
discovered by the frowns of the housewives that his was becoming a lost art. 











































kkk ke 


A favorite story of Tom Devine's described “the conversion of a Jew by an 
Irishman.” The Irish lad Mike got the Jewish lad tke, to go for a ride with him in 
‘@ boat. When he had made sure that they were far enough from shore he pushed 
tke overboard. A few seconds later tke came up gasping and grabbed the In 
The Irishman asked, “Do you believe in Jesus?” Ike avowed promptly that h 
did not, so Mike prompily pushed his head under the water. This performance 
was repeated two more times with ike easults. The kg as asked “Do 
you believe in Jesus?” He gasped, fearing his ppy smile 
assed over Mikes face, and with a look of pure contentment he pushed tke's head 
under the water for the third and last time and said, "Down you go and 
the faith.” Another nonbeliever had been converted. 
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ALPHA SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2338 























4 

4 Erenta! Fikon 

: f 
se 

10. 

: 19) Freon! 

i 

q 

: a 

4 c. "5. 

q } ISavertKiuea| 























7 



























































On PS eg ee 























































































ALPHA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
The original owners are shown on the map and the following isa list of owners 
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CHAPTER IV 
THE ALPHA SCHOOL DISTRICT 


"This school was named in a very unique manner. The first board, 
faced with the task of finding a name, could not think of one satisfactory 
to all concerned. Finally, one of the number, looking over into the corner 
of the kitchen where they sat, spied the name “Alpha” on the cream 
separator. This was unanimously approved. 





‘The school was built by Mr. Sidney Brook in I911. The teacherage 
was not built until several years later, and the early teachers boarded 
with neighbours who lived nearby 


‘The following list of teachers has been prepared through interviews 
with Mrs, Mossop, the Branums and other early residents. Though they 
may not be arranged in chronological order, we earnestly hope that none 
have been omitted. 

‘The first teacher Miss Wiese, married Bill Becker. Miss Ross, matried 


Bert Smyth from north of Craigmyle. Miss Langdon (Mrs. George Dels- 
ing). Others were: Miss Timmons, Miss Coal, Mr. Wilson, Miss Annie 








Alpha School—Bock row, left to right: Thelma McAuliffe, Jack Karg, Bill Mossop, 
Ed Nelner, Jean Sullivan, Mary Branum, Kathleen Rew, unknown. Front row, left to 
‘Betty Mossop, Irma Nelner, 





right: Rita Sullivan, George Nelner, Jean Sinclair, 
Mary Mossop 
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Archibald, Mr, Borne, Miss Donald, Miss Campbell, Mrs. Edwards, Miss 
Cox, who is now working at a weather station, Mrs. Lature, Miss Hester 
Bell, Miss Katharine McAuliffe, Miss Bertha Nelson, Miss Isabelle 
McRoberts, Miss Ernestine Siewert, Miss Phyllis Morton, Miss Norma 
Mellon, Miss Evelyn Durling and Miss Bernice Rasmussen, 


The Alpha School was closed about 1943 or 1944, partially due to 
the decline in school age population as well as the progressive expansion 
of the Sullivan Lake School Division, The teacherage was moved about 
six and a half miles north east of Hanna to the Meadowlands school 
grounds where it still stands as part of that area's community centre. The 
school was moved to Grand Ridge as a temporary measure to relieve the 
expanding school population at that point. The district was included in 
the Sullivan Lake School Division in October, 1936. In December of 1954 
it was transferred to Drumheller School Division No. 30. 











Yes, the buildings are gone! The pump and stand have been dis- 
mantled; even the fences have been removed; and the native prairie has 
reclaimed another hallowed spot. But Alpha lives on in the memories of 
pupils and teachers who were in attendance there. They need only close 
their eyes to recall the beautiful Alpha name plate which hung above 
the door. It had been carved by Mr. M. F. Rew, a man highly skilled in 
his craft. Or they can visualize and relive the tingling excitement 
epitomized in the opening curtains as the yearly Christmas concert com- 
menced; or remember the wild, jubilant beauty of spring as the creck 
raged boisterously through the northern flats pushing great ice chunks 
before it. Yes, Alpha is only a memory, but you who wrote or told us 
your stories have proven that it is a glorious one filled with warmth, 
Sincerity and strength. As your stories unravel, Alpha lives again in your 
hearts and on these pages. 





Alpha pupils in 1940—res 





ing from left to right. 
Back row: Herber! Gutche, Roy 





Alpha pupils in 1940—Back row: Morton, Dan Durand. 

Doris Nelner, Frieda Kautz, teen Contre ‘ro Fano, Joel Durand, 
Nelner, Iris Fano. Front row: Pauline Willie Raesste 

Fano, Esther Rosin, Leota Rosin Front row: Arthur Gutche, Eddie 
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taken in 1941—Back row (left to right): Arthur and Herbert 
Gutche, Mrs. Mike Sullivan, Mrs, L. Moench, Beatrice Moench, Mrs, Mossop, partly 
Ridden’ Mrs. Nelner, llene Neincr, Allen’ Sullivan, George Nelner. Front row: 
Betty Nostop, Albert Moench, Jean Sullivan, Mary Mossop, Doris N 











Mr. and Mrs, Reinhold Rosin have shared the pleasure of gathering, 
compiling and editing these your treasured memories and with assistance 
of other members of the Hand Hills Book Committee proudly present 
them in this Alpha Anthology. 


HISTORY OF THE FAMILY OF J. L. BRANUM 
by Jennie E, Branuae 


Alter having made the necessary improvements, and necessary time 
of residence required of “homesteaders” we arrived on our homestead 
the north half of 27-30-16 west 4th on March 24, 1913, with four horses, 
one wagon, one bob sleigh, a few chickens, one pig, a few groceries and 
very little of anything else, for permanent residence, 


‘The lumber for our little house was hauled from Stettler. We stayed 
for a few days at Mr. Craig's until Mr. Ole Fixon went away to work for 
awhile, then we lived in his house until we had ours finished. By this 
time we had leaned to make sod buildings so we made a sod chicken 
house and a combination sod and bank barn. 





Our neighbors were living on their original homesteads. South of 
us Mr. C. Sauer and family; west Oscar Archibald, John Scott, McLarens, 
Mr. Hand and family and Mr. and Mrs. John Edwards; North of us 
Mr. Craig and son Jim, There were others and all were good and kind 
neighbors, helping each other in many ways. We lived just west of the 
Alpha School, which at that time had just been completed. 


When we arrived at the homestead, roads, for the most part, were 
natural prairie and fences not very plentiful, so that it was very easy 
for one to lose his way on a frosty evening when the ground was covered 
with snow. There was no train running through Craigmyle. The grade 
was built, but no track, so what little grain was hauled, was hauled 
by wagon and team to Munson, over roads that, except for being rough, 
were not too bad when dry; but when it rained were almost impassable, 
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thing for Mr. Olafson, 1917, on the Mclaren homestead. 





Below: L. Branum th 





the soil being of gumbo nature. My husband hauled freight from Munson 
for the Craigmyle Trading Company whose manager was Mr. Bob Wilson. 
Gur post office was either Lillico or Lawsonburg which were equally 
distant. 

My husband, our eldest two children, a sister, who now resides in 
‘Tulsa, Oklahoma, and I attended the Hand Hills Stampede in 1917, as 
it was our first stampede, well, we thought it was just great 





Our family history: 

Our eldest son, Lewis Elmore — better known as Sam — was born 
June 20, 1913. 

Mildred, now Mrs, Walter Sander was born December 10, 1915. 

Mary, now Mrs. Keith Gordon was born December 10, 1918. 


Our youngest, Ray was bom May 8, 1922 and passed away February 
3, 1964. He served in World War Two. Like all our children he loved 
the farm and especially live stock. He was the first in our district to 
introduce the Charolais breed of cattle and was the first president of the 
Canadian Charolais Association, a position held for two years 


Both my husband and I were born and grew up in Arkansas, so 
found quite a difference between Arkansas and Canada, especially the 
climate; but we love it here. 


THE CHRIS PEACOCK STORY 
sy Eprra’ Peacock 





In the year I911, Christopher and Rebecca Peacock came to the south 
half of 35-30-16 with their three girls, Vera, Edith, and Kathleen. In 
the spring of 1912, Chris sold land on the southeast comer of his farm 
and Alpha School was built on it by Sidney Brook. In the spring of 1913 
a son Ardill was born, The following winter the family moved to High- 
land (now Delia), where Mr. Peacock was employed at his trade, that 
of a carpenter. They moved back to the farm in the spring, How we girls 
foved the open country — we ran and ran and found bird nests and 
listened to the sweet songs of especially the meadow lark! Mrs. Peacock’ 
brother, Will Lalor came west in 1914 and took over their pre-emption 
tuntil joining the forces in the First World War. We young folk received 
our public schoo! education at Alpha, and went on to higher schools 
elsewhere. Vera, a Registered Nurse, is assistant Director of the Rehabilita- 
tion Hospital in Winnipeg. Edith is head seamstress at Alberta Hospital 
in Ponoka. Kathleen is Senior Home Economics teacher in Rimbey. Ardill, 
who served in the Second World War in its entirety, was running a bus 
‘and. taxi business in Kimberley, British Columbia, at the time of his 
sudden death in March 1966. Mr. Peacock passed away in May, 1941, 
‘and Mrs, Peacock went to live with Edith in Ponoka, She passed away 
July 1, 1967. 
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‘The Peacocks, as did most early pioneers, faced hardships such as 
prairie fires, an epidemic of cholera infantum, the flu’ of 1918, droughts, 
hhail and frost. Mrs. Peacock’s mother, Mrs. Lalor had come from Ontario 
in 1920 and lived with them and Will Lalor until her passing in 1924 
Will Lalor then returned to Ontario in 1925, and due to ill health, Mr. 
Peacock sold his farm in 1929 to Jim Mossop. He then retired to Craig 
myle, where he remained until his passing in 1941. Our first neighbors 
were: Geisels, Helgesons, Porters, Torvigsons, who owned the first thresh- 
ing outfit, Paul Mark and Fixons. 








One day a gentleman called at the farm which caused great hilarity. 
Someone told him a man lived at our farm (no name given) that had 
some “young peacocks,” and as he was interested in rare birds, he came 
to inquire. 





‘Mr, and Mrs. Christ Nyheim The Peacock children: Vera and Edith, 
Kathleen and Ardill 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN ROSIN, SR. 


John and Christena Rosin left their farm in Java, South Dakota and 
came to their homestead in the Hand Hills in 1909. They brought with 
them six of their eight children and Fred Diegle, a son-in-law. Two 
daughters, Mrs. Lucy Herman and Mrs. Katie Menders stayed in South 
Dakota, 


John and his sons, Fred and William, cach filed on homesteads and 
pre-emptions giving them six quarters in a block. Later, Johnny Jr. bought 
a half section of Hudson’s Bay land just across the road north of their 
home. 
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‘The family lost no time in getting up a house, a barn, and cattle 
sheds, With three outfits of horses enough land was soon broken to pro 
duce an abundance of grain. Feeder steers were bought for fattening, 
‘and the boys did a lot of freighting with teams and wagons. 


With two girls still single the family found themselves playing host 
to many young bachelors in the community. This led to a lot of Sunday 
Picnics with horseshoe, horse racing and occasionally, a keg of beer was 
the centre of attraction 


Carrie Rosin married Fred Diegle and they homesteaded northwest 
of Craigmyle, They had six children, Walter, Marty, William, Elsie, 
Clarence and Robert. Mary and Hany Imler were married and home- 
steaded north of Delia. Their family consisted of: Alvina, George, Harold 
and Florence. William married Mary Jantz and their children were Ivan 
‘and George. Fred married Julia Engel and their children were Ida, Elene, 
Eddie and Doris. They lived here until 1924 when they moved to Oregon. 
Johnny married Carrie Ryley. They had two sons, Kenneth and Roland, 
and one daughter. Lydia married Jack Griffith and lived at Lloydminster. 
They have two daughters, Violet and Verda, 








Mr. and Mrs. John Rosin 


MR. AND MRS. MIKE SULLIVAN AND MR. PAT SULLIVAN 


Two Irish brothers, Pat and Mike Sullivan, homesteaded in the 
Alpha area, Pat, an accomplished violinist, remained a bachelor, and made 
his home with the Mike Sullivan's. He suffered considerably when he was 
frozen badly in a blizzard while walking home from Hanna. 





Mike married a teacher from the vieinity around Stettler by the name 
of Miss Harriet Ford. They were both very active community workers. 
Mike was chairman of the school board, a councillor in the municipality 
and served a lengthy term as road construction foreman. By way of di- 
version he engaged in harness racing, taking in all local shows such as 
Hand Hills, Hanna, ete. His love of horses was shared with his daughter, 
Julia, who has distinguished herself in the Riding and Roping Club 
centred around Endiang. Julia (Mrs. Ross Groundwater) has four child- 
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ren, Patti and, Billy Smith; Geraldine and Jimmy. Jean (deceased) (Mrs 
Fred Yungson), served with the women’s division of the Army in World 
War II. Her children are: Donna (Mrs. Bob Crowle) and Jimmy. Rita 
(Mrs. Donald), has one girl and one boy. Their two sons, Allen and 
Ford, are both deceased. Allen was killed in action in Europe during 
World War II. Ford, who operated a bulk-gas delivery service, lost his 
life as a result of a highway accident. The loaded truck left the highway | 
near the Tip-Top Service Station at Morrin, and burst into flames. Ford 
was grievously burned and was hospitalized in Drumheller for intensive 
care. Though many Hanna friends volunteered for skin-graft donations, 
Ford succumbed to the shocking assault upon his system. He was married 
| to Margaret Black, of the Parr district. They had three children, George, 
Kathleen and Patricia 








| 


MR. AND MRS. JOHN E, NIXON 





Mr. and Mrs. John E. Nixon came from North Dakota to Chinook 
in 1911 where they homesteaded. They sold their holdings there and | 
moved to the Alpha district in 1919. Mr. Nixon worked his quarter section 


! there and spent a lot of time doing custom work such as plowing and | 
haying for other farmers to keep his family supplied with the necessities 
of life 


His daughter, Mrs. Mary Carmichael of Byemoor, relates her dad 
even tried making moonshine from a barley mash, like many of the 
neighbors were doing in order to supplement their income. She tells how 
early one morning the mixture fermented too fast and spilled out on the | 
Kitchen floor. While they were cleaning it up, a rider rode up to their 

gate. It was an old time friend (Long Dick) the local Mounty, who 
always stopped in for a cup of tea when he went by. Her aunt thought 
quickly and rushed out to greet him at the gate explaining they couldn’t j 
invite him in as the mother was quite ill. The Mounty offered to ride | 
for a doctor but was assured it was a chronic illness and would pass. | 
When he disappeared over the hill everyone heaved a sigh of relief, and 
Mr. Nixon never made any more illicit brew. 


Mrs. Carmicheal remembers a prairie fire set by a neighbor boy who 
was experimenting with cigarettes, and also the keen disappointment she 
had when they were unable to attend the Hand Hills Stampede. 


The family moved to the Wren place east of Craigmyle in 1924, later 
to Byemoor and finally to Hanna. Mr, Nixon died in 1968. Mrs, Nixon 
lives in the Lions Senior Ladies Home. The children who lived on the 
farm at Alpha are Ruby and Jim now living at Byemoor, Mary and 
John of Hanna, Glenn of Botha and Vern near Edmonton. Four children 
were born after they left the Alpha district; Dave, now living at Byemoor, 
Harold at Edmonton and the twin girls, Alice in ‘Calgary and Amy north 
of Craigmyle. 
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MR. AND MRS. JAMES MOSSOP 


James Mossop came to Winnipeg from Cumberland, England in 1907 
and came west in 1909 to homestead in the Delia district where the 
cemetery is today. His wife, the former Janet McLauchlin, was a nurse 
in Renfrewshire, Scotland and nursed in Calgary for several years after 
arriving there in 1913. They were married in Delia in 1919 and moved 
to the Branum farm one year later. In 1931 they moved to the Joe Kura 
farm to the house with the peaked roof. Ronald Fano claimed it would 
split a raindrop. Here they made their home for some thirty years 








1: Mr. and Mrs. Jim Mossop, Mrs. and Mr. Pea 
|, Mary and Betly Mossop. 








Mrs, Mossop at 2 windlass well 


Mrs, Mossop says that although times were hard the events she 
remembers were happy ones, like her husband Jim singing at Christmas 
concerts and Anchor Hanson singing “No matter how young a prune may 
be,” or coming home from the weekly card party at Georgetown with 


145 






























































team and sleigh at 5 o'clock in the morning. ‘The butter and egg money 
at Christmas time was used to buy costumes, presents and treats for the 
festive season. Mrs. Rew put on a flower pageant and dressed all the 
children up like different blooms to pay for a piano to replace the old 
organ. 


Mr. Mossop, whose father and two brothers served in the ministry 
in England, attended church quite regularly all his life. When he suffered 
his first heart attack his youngest daughter Mary took over the work of 
running the farm. She could hook up a six horse outfit as fast as most 
men and was a first rate bundle heaver on Chris Teske’s outfit. She 
married, Hubert Cole in 1946 and they now live in Craigmyle with their 
two children, William and Janet. 





The two older children were twins, Betty and Bill. Betty married 
Albert Moench, a neighbor boy, and they now live with three of their 
five children, Doug, Stan and Greg on their farm west of Hand Hill Lake. 
Don and Doreen are married and reside in Calgary. Bill married Beatrice 
Poole of Nottingham, England in 1943 while serving with the RC.O.C. 
‘They spent several years on the farm when they came to Canada at the 
conclusion of the war. Later they moved to Hanna where Bill has been 
Chief of Police since 1962. Bill served from 1939 till 1945 in the army 
and in 1967 received the centennial medal for his work with the militia, 
which he had served for eighteen years. They have two children, Jim 
serving in the Canadian Army stationed at New Brunswick and Evelyn 
at home, 


Mr. Jim Mossop died in February, 1948, one of the hardest winters 
in these parts. His wife lives in Hanna with Bill and Beatrice and can 
remember the exact dates of any important events in the family history. 


MR. AND MRS. HERMAN BECKER 


Mr. and Mrs. Herman Becker and Bertha homesteaded in Alladin, 
Wyoming on a pine timber tract of land. They sold their homestead 
there in 1909, and along with their two children, Bertha and Minnie, and 
a brother of Herman's, Joe Becker, started for Alberta on May 8th with 
one team hitched to a covered wagon and one pulling a democrat 





On this trip, a small wood stove they carried, heated water for wash- 
ing and cooking, ‘The oven on the stove worked exceptionally well for 
baking bread. A small table hinged on the back of the democrat made 
housekeeping an easy job, and they bought fresh eggs and meat from 
farmers along the route. 


Going through Montana they had trouble finding water for their 
horses, and one of the beasts got them into trouble by jumping fences in 
search of the liquid. One farmer shot at him to save his dwindling pond 
of water, and another time it got into a vacant place that had poison 
water in the trough to discourage sheep herders (they were told). The 
horse was sick for several days but managed to survive without benefit 
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of medicines which they had lost out of their democrat previously while 
fording a river. 


When they reached Alberta, rains held them up for many days. These 
were the difficult times as their tent had been torn by high winds and 
they were cooped up in the wagon with very little to do except wish for 
dry weather. They staked their claim in the Alpha district and filed on 
the land in Stettler August 8th, exactly three months after leaving Wyom- 
ing. 

Lumber for the roof of a sod shack was hauled from Stettler and 
in this shanty with one door and one window they made their home for 
several years. 


Joe Becker, a brother of Herman, lived on a homestead south of 
them for a short while but left to visit in the States with his sister and 
never came back, 


Bertha, the oldest girl in the family, married Jack, Thomas. They 
raised eleven children and lived at Brooks for several years. Bertha is 
now married to Ed Solberg and they live in Red Deer. 


Minnie married John Langevin and lives in Hanna. Their three 
children, Grace married Jim Shandera and lives in Innisfail, George is 
living at Courtney, British Columbia and John in Red Deer. 


In 1930 Mr. and Mrs. Becker were divorced. Some time later Mr. 
Becker married Matilda Gross and moved to the Peace River area where 
they raised eleven children. Mr. Becker died about 1955. Mrs. Becker 
moved to Calgary where she met and married Andy Chase. 


MR. AND MRS. ANDY CHASE 


Mr. and Mrs. Chase were married in Calgary in 1932 and soon after- 
wards came to live on the Becker farm. They had two hundred and fifty 
dollars and their trunks, The first year they traded some hay for calves 
and in a few years had some cows and chickens to keep them in groceries. 
‘Andy did carpentry work around the neighborhood and did wood carv- 
ing in his spare time. He could make a very plausible tune using an 
ordinary hand saw for an instrument. 





In 1957 they moved to Hanna where Mr. Chase continued his work 
with wood carving, and also made most of the furniture for their new 
home, In 1964 he died as the result of @ fall from a scaffold on which 
he was working, 


Mrs. Chase now lives alone and keeps a small garden and a tidy 
house. She remembers the thirties as painfully frugal years, but is proud 
of the fact they were completely free of debt when they came to Hanna 
in 1959. Her home is decorated with many beautiful wood carvings, and 
in the basement she has a miniature house’ that Andy made as a scale 
model of the house they had planned for the future 
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BILL BECKER hemesteaded one half mile south of brother Herman's 
farm in 1910 and in 1912 married Paddy Wiese of the Dowling District; 
who was the first teacher at Alpha school. They lived for a year or two 
in a sod shack and Paddy continued to teach. She drove a horse to school 
for a while hitched to a high wheeled racing cart and later a buggy. 
‘They moved to California where Mrs. Becker died a few years later. Mr. 
Becker died recently. They are survived by several children. 


A brother, Otto, lived with Herman Becker for several years until 
he met with an untimely accident about 1918. He fell in front of a load 
of coal that he was hauling from the cut banks, North West of Sheerness, 
and the wagon wheel passed over his body, killing him. 


THE HARRY SAMS STORY 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sams homesteaded on the far eastern side of the 
Alpha District. They were excellent neighbours as Reinhold Rosin recalls. 
‘The Rosin homestead was just three quarters of a mile north of Sams’ and 
hhe made frequent visits to sce his friend Pete. Harry Sams kept a string of 
twelve mules which he used in his farming operations. Among his ac- 
complishments was his skill with a blacksnake which probably accounted 
for his reputation as a muleskinner. The hills on his homestead were so 
steep that in a recent experiment Larry Rosin threw the deep-tillage into 
the ground, and threw the tractor out of gear. It rolled down the hill 
frecly scattering rocks wildly in its wake. The present owners declare 
that the only successful way to farm that land is with “mules.” Harry 
Sams also raced his mules, on carts, or ridden at the featured races of 
Hand Hills Stampede. 

Harry Sams was an excellent barber and contrary to most early trades- 
men he had two specialties: the “peeled onion” and the “regular.” Per- 
haps as a carry-over from the above trade he entered another profession 
which was more lucrative. Harry and his sons, were expert sheep shearers 
and could very quickly make some extra pocket money at shearing time. 
Harry’s record time to shear a sheep was three minutes, 





The Sams’ family were musically inclined. Ted and Hary were 
violinists and Frances played the guitar. With Mr. Rosin on the accordion, 
many enjoyable jam sessions were held in their respective homes. They 
played for school house and barn dances also, and their music is remem- 
bered by other oldtimers in their stories 


One of the greatest celebrations that Reinhold can recall was the 
three-day wedding festivities which took place when Ted Sams married 
Mary Karg. All the neighbours showed up on Saturday to make flowers, 
prepare food, prepare the buggy shed for the dance and sample the wine 
for the reception. Sunday they arrived for the nuptial ceremonies, feasted 
and continued the sampling operations. The dancing began at dusk in the 
buggy shed and continued through until dawn. Mr. Rosin, one of the 
musicians played the accordion all night and the “green thumb” he was 
displaying the next morning had nothing to do with gardening 
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‘The hills finally got the best of Harry and about 1925 they moved 
to Sheerness where they went into the sheep raising business. Later he 
moved to Rochester, Athabasca where they have since resided. 

‘Their family is as follows: 


Ted married Mary Karg. ‘Their children are Harry, Bill, Julia, 
Lawrence and Patrick. Most of them reside in the Athabasca area. 


Frances, married Andy Sinclair, and they live at Rochester with their 
four children. 


Pete is married and has three daughters 


Bob, also married, had one child Sandra. Bob died a tragic death 
while digging a well, he was overcome by gas fumes. 


THE FRED FANO STORY 
as ToL 10 Don Benepict 


Fred and Kate Fano were bom in Roumania and came to Olds, 
Canada in 1909 with three children Rudolph, Bertha, and Reinhold. 
Mr. Chris Teske's father brought their wagon load of goods and one milk 
‘cow out to their homestead in the Hand Hills. They spent their first 
winter in a sod shack and got their flour and other staples from Castor. 





In 1911 when the railroad was going through to Hanna, Fred Fano 
got a job as straw boss under Mr. Harry Shoults. Mrs. Kate Fano and 
daughter Bertha cooked for a large crew, and Reinhold who was then 
five years old, ran errands for Harry. He remembers distinetly fetching 
matches, cigars and water up the hill to where Harry sat on the bank 
surveying the building of the road bed. One time, for a dime, he took a 
pick up a steep bank to dislodge a protruding stone, and when he fell 
there was a greal amusement among the watching crew. 


Mrs. Fano later drove a team of oxen to Hanna each week to trade 
butter for groceries. One hot summer day, one mile west of Don Sinclair's 
farm, the oxen headed for a deep slough. Unable to turn them, Mrs. Fano 
stecred them through. The wagon box floated all the way. The twenty 
pounds of butter was saved, along with the children who really enjoyed 
the diversion 


When Reinhold was about fifteen years old, he traded a saddle horse 
to Bill Cooper for a motorcycle with carbide lights. One Christmas he and 
Dave Karg were returning from the Earltown School Christmas party. As 
they went by the Neuberg German Congregational Church on the comer 
near Fano’s farm, they couldn't help but remember Herman Becker's 
stories about the ghosts that lived in the graveyard a few yards away. 
Suddenly the coat Dave sat on blew into the wheel of the motoreycle and 
the resulting noise of a button drumming on the wire spokes confused 
Reinhold so badly that he lost control, spilling both riders. Dave lit on 
the other side of the fence right close to a tombstone, and immediately 
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took off for Fano’s farm one-half mile away. Reinhold, who was later noted 
for his footracing ability couldn’t catch him until they were near home. 
Dave was intensely relieved when he found out Reinhold was not a ghost, 
even though his face had an eerie light. 


One year later Reinhold and his brother Rudolph were sailing home 
from Rocky Hill Christmas party, on the same motorcycle, but without 
lights. In a coulee they ran into a large herd of Jim Kinninimonth’s cows 
that had bedded down on the trail. They appeared to have horns measur- 
ing about six feet from tip to tip, and they were so excited at the sudden 
interruption, that they were ready to fight their “molesters.” Reinhold feels 
they got out of a real predicament by cach getting a cow by the tail and 
letting the cows drag them through the herd to safety. ‘The motorcycle was 
demolished by the cows, but Reinhold claims the horse he traded for it 
‘was not much good either. 


‘The children of Mr. and Mrs, Fred Fano Sr. are: 
Bertha — Mrs. Louis Zimbrick. 


Rudolph owned a rooming house in Hanna, and also managed 
Laughilin’s garage. He has five sons, Dave, Albert, Bill, Fred, and Ivan; 
and two daughters, Mary (Mrs. Raswick) of Calgary, and Katie. 


Reinhold moved to the Yoder place in the Rockyhill District in June 
of 1946. Here they made their home until 1960 when they moved to their 
present home in Hanna, Their family consists of one son, Bill, also of 
Hanna; Iris, (Mrs. Harvey Faechner), Craigmyle who has three sons, 
Tyrone, Clayton, and Randolph; Pauline (Mrs. Walter Engel), Bowden, 
has three daughters, Judy, Beverley and Lymnie. 


Gladys (Mrs. Joe Sickle), Brooks, has two children, Wanda and Terry 
John Pask. 





‘Mr. and Mrs. Ferdinand Fano 


MR. AND MRS. HENRY McAULIFFE 
sy Hazer McAuuree 


Henry and I were among the trainload of settlers from Colorado 
who arrived in Bassano in March of 1914. We lived at Gem for three 
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years. (In a recent publication “The Making of a Nation,” there is a 
picture of that trainload of settlers. Henry is holding our babe, Katherine, 
on his shoulders.) 


In March of 1917, we arrived in the Alpha district with our three 
children, Katherine, Dorothy May, and Tom. Our daughter Thelma was 
born in 1918, We purchased the James Craig homestead and farmed there 
for thirty years. In 1947 we moved to Hanna, and the following May 
(1948) Henry passed away. Since our arrival here we have left thirty- 
seven heirs for Alberta. 


We had very fine friends in the Alpha district. Our first callers on the 
farm were Mr. and Mrs, Coulson, Sr., and our first dinner ‘out? was at 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Nelson’s. All the neighbours were very co-operative 
in school and social activities. Those were the good old days, 


MR. AND MRS. FRED BROWN 


‘The Brown's came to the Alpha district from Vulean. Mr. Brown 
had a large engine which he used in the operation of his massive plowing 
and threshing equipment, He was very inventive and had a water-works 
system installed in his home at a time when such conveniences were al- 
tnost undreamed of. The Rew boys recall that it had an automatic switch- 
off device based on a very simple principle involving a tomato can, which 
Sill fascinates them, nonetheless. On the cultural side, Mr. Brown painted 
in oils and if no other surface was available painted directly on the walls. 


‘The Browns are remembered as marvelously generous neighbours, 
economically thrifty and amazingly resourceful. In 1917, they had an 
early model touring car which had some very unpredictable, cantankerous 
habits which they fondly dubbed “The Bugger!” proving that they also 
hhad a sense of humour. They had one daughter, Betty, whom one young 
swain declares to have been the prettiest girl who ever attended Alpha 
School. They migrated to the States and their property was purchased 
by Norman Nelson. 





Left to right: Will Lalor, Mrs. Sarah Lalor (mother of Mrs. Peacock), Mrs. Peacock, 


Fred Brown. In front: Betty, Brown- 
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MR. AND MRS. EDWARD NELSON 


Mr. Nelson was born in Oystese, Hardanger, Norway in 1884. About 
fifteen years later he left his parents and ten brothers and sisters, and 
went to work on a freighter. For several years after that he worked on 
ships that sailed to many parts of the world. He was shipwrecked in the 
North Sea and he and another lad managed to cling to the rocks all night 
until a rescue ship arrived in the morning; the two were the only survivors. 
He spent some time at Aberdeen, Washington, working in the lumbering 
trade. 


On April 1, 1909, Ed came to Alberta as far as Nevis, He walked 
to the Content ‘stopping house where he met Mr. Trenneman and the 
Byers Brothers who had filed blind on land west of Bob Congdon’s Store. 
He rode to Stettler with these new friends and on out to the Hand Hills 
where he located a suitable homestead one mile east of the present 
Norman Nelson farm. He filed on his land on the tenth of April, 1909, 
and soon got a job at Dorothy with a Mr. Percy McBeath, hauling the 
mail from Hand Hills, Lawsonburg and Dorothy to Gleichen and back 
again. This trip took him five days to complete and he always stayed 
‘overnight on both trips at the Lawson’s who lived in the Wintering Hills. 
He arrived at the Hand Hills Post Office about four P.M. every Friday. 
The fence was usually lined with seddle horses, whose owners had come 
for the mail and a few supplies at the store. Ed would go to the home- 
stead then and return on Sunday evening to pick up the mail and begin 
the mail route all over again. 


In 1914 Ed married Ethel Wright of Innisfail and the homestead 
began to blossom. Three children were born: Bertha, Norman and Eric. 
One event that Ed liked to tell concerned a horse that fell down their well. 
Ed went down to secure a rope on the animal in hopes of lifting it out 
but was knocked unconscious by the horse threshing around. He finally 
had to shoot it and leave it there; probably one of the few horses that ever 
got a burial some 30 feet or more beneath the ground, 





In 1929 the family moved to the farm just east of Craigmyle where 
they built up a fine farmstead. Ed was active in many farm organizations. 
He, along with Jack Sutherland, helped to form the Farm Supply Co-op 
that has many outlets in Alberta, and was the local delegate to the Alberta 
Wheat Pool for around thirteen years starting in 1940. His son, Norman, 
has been the local delegate for the past ten years. Ed was a councillor 
and reeve of the Lambton Municipality before the Special Areas was 
formed, and also a very active Mason. He was a district deputy for one 
term of office and generally a very active community-minded man. 


Mrs, Ethel Nelson died in 1946, and their son Eric, after many years 
of illness, died at the age of forty in 1963, 


Norman, the oldest son, married Irene Hoover of Delia in 1948 and 
after living on the home farm for a short while moved to the Brown farm 
one mile east where they have resided ever since. 
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Irene was a school teacher who had taught at Arethusa School, near 
Bulfalo, at Farrel Leke north of Delia, and Hillsgreen near Morrin. They 
have six children. Deanna is attending university in Calgary, Judy plans 
ona nursing career, Garry is living at home, Kevin and Jane are attending 
School at Elmer and Wendy is a pre-schooler. Their spacious home echoes 
with happy family activities. 

Ed Nelson’s daughter, Bertha, was a school teacher who taught school 
at Alpha and Elmer; she married John Dmytruk of Delia and they live 
at Lyndberg where John manages a salt plant. They have two children: 
Gayle, who is married in Edmonton to Kyle Cunis; and Kieth, who is 
attending university in Edmonton. 


Mr. Ed Nelson was born Ed Nelson Vie and changed his name to 
Ed Nelson after coming to Canada, A brother John Vic eame from Norway 
‘about 1926 to operate a creamery at Heartshorn, Alberta. His wife came 
in 1928 and alter quitting the creamery they lived with Ed Nelson for 
some time. Later they moved to Peace River where Mrs. Vic contracted 
Infantile Paralysis and died. Their two children came back to live with 
the Nelsons till they finished their schooling, Norman Vic entered the 
tir force and later became an accountant for a large pulp mill at Prince 
George, British Columbia. He is married and has three children. The 
girl, Beret, became a teacher, and is now married to Charlie Cutler, a 
pure bred Hereford breeder at Lacombe. They have four children, two girls 
and two boys. 














Mr. and Mrs, Ed Nelson and their children, Norman, Bertha and Eric (in front) 
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Mr. Ed Nelson married Elizabeth Smith in 1948. He was actively 
engaged in farming until they retired and moved to Drumheller in 1964. 
He died in 1965 and his wife passed away one year later. 





MR. MERVIN FREDERICK REW 


Mr. Mervin Frederick Rew was born in Cullompton, Devonshire, 
England, in 1882. His family later moved to the nearby city of Exeter 
where he apprenticed as a carver in wood and stone. As he became pro- 
ficient in his trade he carved frescoes, or repaired masterpieces which had 
been carved centuries earlier in many famous cathedrals. Among those 
in which he wrought his trade was Exeter Cathedral and his nephews 
recall an interesting incident their uncle related in connection with his 
labour in this famous edifice. Legends had it that Oliver Cromwell, while 
‘on one of his military forays had used the cathedral to house his cavalry 
troops and their horses and even allowed the men to hold musket practice 
therein. Mr. Rew recalls that the workers, himself included, dug musket 
balls out of the carved Gothic interior superstructure when they were 
repairing this Cathedral which had its origin in the days of the Norman 
conquest. 


Mervin was the youngest of three brothers, the elder ones being 
Reginald and Charles, but was the first to leave his homeland and come 
to Canada. In 1908 he took up residence at MacLean, a small town in the 
‘Qu’Appelle Valley in Saskatchewan, where he worked as a farm hand for 
two years, (It may be of special interest here to mention that his eldest 
brother, Reginald, became mayor of the city of Exeter in 1933, and also 
in 1937 and '38, and was deputy mayor for an extended period thereafter.) 





In 1910 he took out a homestead south of Youngstown but when he 
arrived it was occupied and hearing of the Hand Hills area being opened 
up he filed blind on a homestead on the N!/,-33-30-16-4. His first home 
‘was a tent eight feet by ten which he soon supported by four wooden 
walls, to which later a roof was added and the tent was dismantled. As 
this abode developed it became @ model of modern space saving efficiency 
and convenience. From the vantage point of the bed one could easily 
each the radio, the phone, the phonograph, the book shelves, newspaper 
rack and perform a number of operations such as shaking or refueling 
the stove, or getting a drink of water. This compact unit became his perm- 
anent abode. 





Mr. Rew was a perfectionist in relation to his farming standards. He 
raised Clydesdale horses from superb stock, and doted on their preservation 
as other men did their families. A fine stable graced the barnyard, a fitting 
haven for such splendid equine stock. Weekly, a team was hitched to the 
buggy to make the regular trip to Craigmyle for supplies but never, 
NEVER were they allowed to trot. Oats were grown year after year to 
provide seed for the neighbouring farmers. Reinhold Rosin recollects 
calling at Mr. Rew’s to buy seed oats at a time when he had completed 
cleaning five hundred bushels for sale, Mr. Rew was in a state of great 
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agitation. He had just discovered a kernel of wild oats in the clean seed. 
“If I find one more kernel of wild oats,” he told Reinhold, “I’m going to 
condemn the whole lot.” 


He was a great preserver of artifacts, In 1962, at the Hanna Jubilee, 
Ken Rew, his nephew, mounted and displayed M.F.’s walking plow with 
which he had first broken the prairie sod, still in good shape — still a 
prized possession. 


Mr, Rew was also a connoisseur of food. He kept a well-stocked larder 
of canned goods, bought fresh pies, rolls, and cakes weekly and enjoyed 
serving them to his stookers, stackers or just partaking of them himself. 
His sister-in-law, Mrs. C. Rew, often teased him about his “haystack-like” 
pile of cans and thought they would make a suitable monument. Mr, Rew 
passed away in September 1964, leaving his nephews to administer his 
sizeable estate. 











MR, AND MRS. CHARLIE REW 


Mr. Charles Rew was born at Cullompton, Devonshire, England, on 
December 21, 1880, and moved with his family to the city of Exeter where 
he apprenticed into the merchandizing business under Mark Rowe and 
Sons, Limited. This was a large house furnishers company comprised of 
thirty showrooms and Mr. Rew became the manager of the carpeting and 
fabric department during his tenure with this establishment prior to 
World War I. 


However, Mr. Rew had a very strong inclination toward all things 
military and spent his vacations in attendance at military training camps. 
In 1900, he was chosen as one of twelve from one hundred and eleven 
volunteers from the city of Exeter to form a part of a large contingent 
which went to Australia that year for the opening of the Australian Par- 
liament when that country became a member of the British Common- 
wealth. They sailed aboard the Brittani, with the initial trip taking forty 
days, Enroute, stops were made at Gibraltar, Malta, Suez, Aden and 
Colombo. This tour included an extended tour of New Zealand and 
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voluminous coverage was given the tour by the British press. Six and one- 
half months elapsed before their return to England. 


In 1908, Mr. Rew married Marguerite Strong and they made their 
home in Exeter. Their son, Kenneth, was born there, while Leslie and 
Kathleen were born at Abbotskerswell. In 1914, Mr, Rew joined the British 
‘Wessex Signals which corps was later changed to the Royal Engincers. He 
served throughout the duration, emerging as a sergeant-major. He con- 
tinued his military affiliations following the armistice and received the 
posting of a warrant officer shortly before leaving for Canada in 1924, 


In April of 1924, the Rew family arrived in Winnipeg where they 
made their home with an aunt. After a short stay Mr. Rew came to Craig- 
myle to his brother, Mervin, where he made the purchase of the Omindeson 
Olafson farm, buying the machinery, horses, cattle and all — lock, stock 
and barrel. Then he sent for his family to join him. The boys recall that 
Mr. Fred Brown came with their father to meet the train which arrived 
at the unearthly hour of four a.m. They recall that among their worldly 
possessions were three tame rabbits which they had persuaded their mother 
to let them bring from Winnipeg. They were scarcely prepared for the 
wonderful reception that Mrs, Brown had prepared for their welcome 
Despite the carly hour Ken recalls that laden table with almost reverent 
awe. Every imaginable bounty graced it and, since the children were all 
so excited they could scarcely eat a morsel, Mrs. Rew felt compelled to 
eat far more than was her custom to show the family’s appreciation. 





‘That first harvest was a real trial to folks used to city life. The old 
machinery was nearly worn out and the knotter on the binder refused to 
tie, Ken and Les swear that they tied all the south field by hand! Finally 
the bearings went out of the bull whecl and Mr. Rew drove off to Craig- 
myle to get the necessary repairs. It was late when he returned to find 
his family terrified by a strange eerie wail. It was the following day 
before Mr. John Edwards told them they had heard their first coyote. 


Mr. Rew is said to be the last man in this area to drive a horse and 
buggy to Craigmyle. He never drove a car, nor ever started a pump engine, 
seeming to have an abject perversion to the infernal things. At heart he 
was a military man and his sons wonder how he-ever left a calling for 
which he seemed to be so ideally suited. His khaki uniforms, with which 
he was loathe to part, caressed his shoulders like a robe does a monarch. 
Mr. Rew passed away suddenly on January 20, 1959. 


Mrs, Rew was well-trained in the cultural arts and gave music 
lessons to many young ladies around the district. Among those she taught 
were Marguerite Lomas; Phyllis, Loma and Shirley Stevenson; Betty Reads 
Jean Robson; Bertha Nelson, Edna Milligan and Edith and Lily Snyder. 
She excelled in painting in oils on satin and gave Irma Nelner lessons in 
this craft. Decorating wedding cakes was another skill she developed and 
her services were much in demand. Her joviality and frank wit endeared 
her to her friends in Craigmyle and the Hand Hills. 
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In the fall of 1961, Mrs. Rew left to make her home in Calgary. At 
the present time she is a patient in the Crossbow Auxiliary Hospital. 


Their children are: Kenneth, who married Betty Read, lives on the 
home place with their children, John and Linda. Leslie married Isobel 
Brown and they live on the Scotty Edwards farm. They have two children, 
Reginald and Eileen. Kathleen married Albert Mills. They make their 
home at DeWinton with their two sons, Michael and Paul. They have a 
very engrossing family hobby — the raising of Morgan horses. 








Mr. and Mrs, Charlie Rew 


JOHN C. SINCLAIR STORY 
py J. C. Sinctam oF Hanna 


My brother, Donald Sinclair, and I came out to this country in 
March of 1911 from Caithnesshire, Scotland and landed in Stettler. We 
got jobs on’ bridge building work for the C.N.R. which was putting the 
road through to the Brazeau Coal Mines. All we had was Old Country 
clothing. Thank God we had good Scotch-blood or we would have frozen 
to death, sleeping in tents 


I went to Calgary in 1913, got work with Cunningham Electric. T 
joined the army in the spring of 1916 and came back wounded in 1918. 
T worked for Wilkenson Electric. Afterwards I married in 1919, bought 
a farm, through the Soldiers Settlement Board from Mr. R. Noble, seven 
miles south of Craigmyle. In 1920, the crop was good but in 1921, it was 
dry. Thad a box on the side of the binder to catch the heads and the short 
straw, 1922 and 1923 were good years but wheat went down in price and 
stayed down, which Kept all the farmers broke. Threshing wages were 
two-fifty a day for man and team, We worked from seven am. to nine 
pam, All farmers were on the crew. Each wanted to get their threshing 
done, We did not have any money and how we got along I still don’t 
know. However, we all had fun in the winter, with Christmas School 
Concerts, house parties, and always lots to eat. I kept a good fast team to 
travel with to the dances at Hand Hills Lake and Georgetown school with 
a good sleigh and hot rocks to keep our feet warm. Our only holiday then 
was the Hand Hills Stampede and Craigmyle on Saturday night, All the 
horses were tied to the hitching post in front of the stores. ‘There were 
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lots of flies but no one seemed to die from their effects. There were some 
wonderful people on the prairies in those times. Their doors were always 
open and everyone made welcome. Lots of these have passed on, “God 
rest their souls.” 


Our first radio was what was called a crystal set. Some times we 
got the station but often nothing happened. We had to do a lot of dialing 
which kept us interested. Each had an ear phone to use. Next we got a 
box radio which was alright; the speaker was a large horn, but it would 
squeal if your body got too close. This was a great pastime in the long 
winter nights. South of Craigmyle is still our home, we love to drive out 
and sit on the top of the Sinclair hill and live over again the hard and 
good times we had and the good friends we made. 


We were blessed with three children. Our daughter Jean, is married 
and has two sons, she now lives in Edmonton. Mac is married and has 
fone son and one daughter. He is living in Delia where he owns a grocery 
business. Glen is married and has one daughter and lives in Calgary. 
We left Craigmyle in 1932, to live in Delia where I worked for the Alberta 
Wheat Pool as an agent till 1938, when I was transferred to Hanna. I 
retired in 1956, in August of that year. 





As we have been unable to make contact with many early settlers, 
the following are a few random incidents relating to Alpha residents which 
bear remembrance here, 

‘The JOE KURA family lived in the peaked-roof house south of Alpha. 
This was a very large family, one of whom, Ella, was adopted by the 
Dave Thumlert family in the Elmer District. Mr. Kura had a talent for 
story telling, using such vivid phraseology, gestures and sound effects that 
the young were fascinated by his ability. Tt was not uncommon for him 
to tell stories all through the night until breakfast when on a visit to his 
neighbours. 


“SCOTTY” EDWARDS was a true Scot and probably the only resi- 
dent of the area who was an accomplished performer on the bagpipes. Alpha 
students recall following him around the schoolyard to the haunting skirl 
o” the pipes. He was a dashing figure in his kilt and sporran, and often 
entertained at programs in the Craigmyle Hall 

LOCKWOOD wes a cattleman who lived on the northeastern bound- 
ary of Alpha. His cattle pastured on the Bullpound Flats which at that time 
were called the Lockwood Flats. He sold out to the family of Bill Evans, 
whose children Campbell, Hazel and Lottie attended Alpha School. 

An interesting resident family, Mr. and Mrs. GIESEL, lived for a while 
just south of the correction line with their two daughters. The whole 
family had been trained as stage actors and actresses and must have 
found life on a homestead a trying experience indeed. ‘The venture did 
not last long and they moved on, probably back to a profession to which 
they felt better suited. 
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The CHRIS NYHEIMS also lived on the northeast portion of Alpha 
‘They had two grown sons, Alfred and Paul, who homesteaded in their 
‘own rights. Mrs. Nyheim was a midwife whose services were a solace 
to her pioneer neighbours. Alfred owned and operated a steam engine and 
a breaking plow and did some custom work with this outfit which seemed 
massive at that time, 


Many recall a lady settler by the name of MISS WILLIAMS who home- 
steaded just north of the Ferdinand Fano holdings. Her brother came to 
help her fulfil their obligations of “proving up,” and they then sold their 
holdings for a profit and left the area. 


‘The SCHNEIDER family lived just west of Alpha proper. The elder 
members, Robert, Rudolph, Edith and Lily, attended Alpha School before 
a school was established at Georgetown. All the Schneiders were devoutly 
yeligious and Robert and Rudolph both served in the ministry, while Frieda 
was a missionary to Africa, Robert is now in the Northwest Territories. 


‘A Mennonite family by the name of PETERS lived for a year or two 
on the Chris Sauer homestead. Three children attended school and were 
terrified at regular classroom procedures, partially due to the language 
barrier, but mostly because of shatiering experiences they had suffered 
under the Bolshevik regime in Russia. The teacher, Miss Cox, showed 
originality and initiative in her efforts to communicate with them and 
reduce their fear. 

‘The McLAUGHLINS lived on the Sauer homestead also, and left soon 
after one of their children met a tragic death by drowning in the creck. 

‘The ALEC MERSLACKS lived south of Ken Rew’s. Their two pretty 
daughters, Olga and Irene, were very popular with the young people in 
the area. They had one son, Reginald. When they left they moved to 
Milner, British Columbia, although Olga is believed to have married a 
young chap from west of Delia. 





MR. AND MRS. JACOB RAESSLER 
ay Wiruiam Rassster 


Jacob and Maria Magdalina Raessler came to North Dakota, U.S.A. 
with their family of four, Tilly, Adolph, Gottleib and Elsie in 1908 from 
Bessarabia. 


‘They moved to the Spondin-Coronation area in 1909 and stayed 
there for nine months, They then took up a homestead ‘seven miles south 
of Watts on the north half of section seven in township thirty, range 
fifteen and built a house of sod on the north west quarter of their land. 


T remember dad saying it was a one room house and they slept on 
the dirt floor on straw and blankets, before that they had slept under 
the wagon. There wasn’t much to eat for some time but potatoes and 
milk, and their drinking water came from a hole dug beside a slough. 
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They broke their land with a walking plow using one horse and one ox; 
and they also hauled lumber from Castor using the same mixed outiit 


In approximately 1916 they built the mud house that is still standing. 
Dad drove the horses that mixed the mud and they had to put burlap 
stockings on them to keep their feet from becoming sore. 


Seven more children were born: Clara, Emma, Hilda, Eddie, Fred, 
Malita and Elmer. Mr. Jacob Raessler died in July of 1928 at the age of 
49 years, His wile Maria died February 18th, 1968 at the age of eighty-six. 


Adolph attended Rocky Hill school to grade four. On April 12th, 
1928 he married Louise Poppke. They bought a farm formerly owned by 
Fred Rosin, namely the east half of section 23-30-15 W4. They lived there 
for two years, then moved back to his dad’s place which he rented for 
seven years at that time they moved back to their own place and stayed 
there for four years. 


Dad owned a Model A Ford car and a 15-30 LHC. tractor which 
he bought from Herb McKee about 1935 and also a hammermill made by 
Chris Teske which is still in use. In his early years he worked on the 
railroad when it came through and also helped build the Seymour Hotel. 





He bought the west half and the north east quarter of 26-30-15 from 
Bill Reeves of Delia. He started a new farm there where he lived until 
1961 when he retired to Hanna. Mr. and Mrs. Raessler had three children: 
William of Delia, Edwin of Calgary and Ella (Mrs, Pat Flynn) of Ferin- 
tosh, 





Adolph passed away in Hanna on September second, 1966. 


MR. AND MRS. DAVID KARG, SR. 


Mr. and Mrs. David Karg, Sr. of Kresnuka, Saratov, South Russia, 
migrated to Canada with their four eldest children, David, Mary, Annie 
and Henry in 1917. They lived at several locations including working 
for Simon Riech in 1917, moving to the Bullpound District near his 
brother, Charles, spent five years on the Les Miller place, renting the 
John Rosin farm for a time and then buying the Bill Rosin place in the 
‘Alpha District in 1924. Another son, Jack, was bom in Alberta 


Their daughters married into two families who migrated into the 
Athabaska territory, centred around Rochester. Mary, married Ted Sams 
and they have four sons: Harry, on the farm, Bill, a trucker, Patrick, a 
transport driver, and Lawrence of Edmonton. One daughter, Julia, is now 
Mrs. Kristianson, of Dapp. Annie, married Herbert Coulson. They also 
make their home at Rochester. They have two daughters, Beatrice (Mrs. 
Rains), of Pibrock and Marian, (Mrs. Cunningham) of Calgary. Dave 
(see the David Karg, Jr. story). Henry married Jacobina Moench. They 
have one son, Leslie who is principal at Munson School. Jack, married 
Augusta Shandera. ‘Their children are Wanda (Mrs. David Neilson), 
Wendy (Mrs. Robert Lee), John, Sheila and Lenore. 
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Mrs. Karg passed away in 1928 leaving Mr. Karg with the responsi- 
bility of rearing his two youngest sons. Among Grandad Karg’s culinary 
accomplishments was his ability to bake fine textured bread. He had a 
special mixing trough constructed of hardwood and an average baking 
produced from ten to fourteen loaves of bread. In 1947 Mr. Karg moved to 
Hanna leaving his son, Jack, on the home farm. Mr. Karg passed away 
in 1962 following a prolonged illness, 


FRED J. ROSIN, JR. 
Fred Rosin and Emelia Shaeffer were married in 1930 and made their 


home on his father’s homestead, where he farmed until 1940. At that 
time he took a position with the C.N.R. at Hanna. Alter being treated for 








Conventional pioneer clothing worn by Albert, Freddy and 
Alvina Rosin 


a spinal ailment, he did carpenter work until recently. He is now employed 
at the Hanna filtering plant. Their nine children, Leota, Esther, Alvina, 
Herbert, Benjamin, David, Doris, Barbara and Robert, are all married 
except Robert. They have all made their homes in Northern Alberta and 
British Columbia. 


161 






























































MR. AND MRS, JOHN GROSS 


ay Annie GRoss 


John and Emilie Gross were born in Gnadenfeld, Roumania, and were 
‘also married there. They lived in a village and raised a very good fruit 
garden and produced one of the best wines. A glass of wine before break- 
fast in the Old Country was very healthful. The farming was done out 
of the village where large corn fields were hoed by hand by the family. 





The Gross’s were blessed with six children, but saddened by the 
death of two of them when the influenza epidemic passed, 


Alter the oldest son Gottlieb served his time in the Army, and married 
Rosia Bridemier; the entire Gross family decided to come to Canada before 
Robert and Emil had to serve their time. Life in the Army over there 
was very hard. 


‘They boarded the ship Penland, sailed to France, England, and on 
to Canada, landing at Halifax on November twenty-eighth, 1927. From 
there they came by train to Hanna where they were met by Dan Siewert, 
a brother-in-law. On the way home, the snow was so deep the sleigh over- 
turned, dumping them all into the snow. By this time they were consider- 
ing turning back as the cold weather was nearly unbearable to them. 
Alter spending a few days at the Siewert farm, they moved onto the 
Bernard Galster, Sr. place for the winter. The boys did a lot of skating 
there. They purchased the John Rosin farm and this was their new home. 
Gottlieb and Rosia purchased the old August Quashnick farm one mile to 
the east. 





Some machinery and a few cows and horses were bought and farming 
in a different way began. As there was no creamery at that time, Mother 
Gross churned butter and traded it for groceries, as did many other 
farmers. Mrs. Gross also did a lot of knitting and fancy needlework. Most 
of the business was done at Craigmyle, which was also the nearest grain 
elevator. 


Robert and Emil went out to work and told of many experiences on. 
the freight trains. Many times during harvest they had to sleep in chicken 
coops as there were no bunkhouses then. They remember the misery of 
chicken lice. 


‘The “hungry thirties” hit the Gross family hard. There was a lot 
of work to be done, more land was broke, and rocks were picked. How- 
ever, on Sundays they always attended St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 


Herman Becker was the first man to do their threshing. Mathilda, 
Gross’s daughter, was employed at Becker’s for a while; and in 1930 she 
and Herman were married. They moved to Fort St. John by truck, trailing 
hhorses and cattle. They had eight children, Herman lost his life when 
his tractor overturned and pinned him beneath it. 
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Gottlieb and Rosia had four sons. They moved nine miles north of 
Craigmyle where they still reside with one of their boys. 


Emil married Mary Stotz in 1935, and they lived with his parents 
for three years as Mother Gross wasn’t well, due to a hard fall. She passed 
away in the Hanna Héspital at the age of fifty-seven years. Emil left the 
farm and moved into Hanna with his wife and two sons. He joined the 
Army in 1940 and served overseas till 1946. When he returned he got a 
job with the C.N.R. where he is still employed. 


Robert married Annie Bertsch in 1937. They farmed the Fowler place 
on the highway, and later moved onto the Gross farm, Father Gross 
lived with them for four years and did some farming. He then spent two 
years with Gottlicb. He ietired in Hanna where he lived till he died in 
September of 1951 at the age of seventy-four. Both Mr. and Mrs. John 
Gross are buried at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, as is their son, Robert, 
who passed away in February of 1968. 





ROBERT AND ANNIE GROSS 
sy Anne Berrscu Gross 


Robert came to Canada from Bessarabia, Roumania, in 1927, at the 
age of seventeen, with his parents, two brothers, and a sister. Mr. John 
Gross bought the old John Rosin homestead, where the family resided. 
Later, Robert worked in the Sheerness coal mine, and also worked under 
Fred Gaetz building the first Number Nine Highway. For many seasons 
he served as a hired hand for some of the first homesteaders such as: Dan 
Siewert, Bill and Leonard Moench and Dave Thumlert, as well as stacking 
bundles for a while for my Dad. 





We were married in 1937 in his father’s home by the Reverend 
Barron, and moved onto the Fowler place on Number Nine Highway, 
where we started farming with horses, a few cows, three sheep, as well 
as some machinery which included a good wagon and buggy. Here we 
resided for three years. We then moved to Father Gross’s farm, upon his 
request, as he was alone now. We had a car for transportation at this time, 
and two children. Robert operated a van route to the Elmer School the 
year before our children started to school using his own car, but in the 
Winter he had to use horses on a sleigh with a heater in it to keep the 
children warm. A few years later he purchased a van. By this time, Alpha 
School was no longer here, so our children started at the old Elmer 
School. (Six of our children have been taught by Mrs. Phyllis McDonald.) 
Alter six years of van driving, Robert gave it up and Dave Karg became 
the van driver. 





Fifteen years later we moved to the Dan Siewert place with our six 
children, which soon increased to seven. 


Down through the years we were always interested in community 
affairs but we especially liked our associations as F.U.A, members. In 
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the membership drive of 1964, Robert won a tour to Vancouver, Seattle 
and Portland. I accompanied him on this enjoyable trip. Another pastime 
we both enjoyed was baseball and every summer we followed the Hand 
Hills’ games. 


After ten years on the Siewert place we moved to the village of Craig- 
myle, where we bought a house. We do our farming from the village as 
we still have the farm and cattle to tend. 


Our family consists of: Shirley (Mrs, John Jaguar), of Calgary. They 
have one daughter, Jan. Leslie, married to Beverly Neiswander, of Stettler, 
now make their home in Hanna. Their children are Brent, Brenda, Bonnie 
and Bobbie, Darlene (Mrs. Ray Eklund), of High Level, Alberta, has two 
children, Laurie Anne and Darrel. Roger of Drumheller, and Eric, Lyle 
and Parry at home. 


(Editor’s Note: Bob, Annie and their family at home all shared a 
common enjoyment — curling, It was a great shock to the family and 
‘community when Bob passed away suddenly while curling his first game 
in the 1968 Craigmyle bonspiel. The strangest part of all was that the 
team he started out with won the trophy and the officials of the Craig- 
myle Curling Club had Bob's name engraved on the trophy as a final 
‘memorium.) 


MR. AND MRS. THEO NELNER 


Mr. and Mis. Theo Nelner moved into the Alpha District in February 
of 1926, and took up residence on a farm recently vacated by a Mennonite 
family called Peters. The barn had burnt down shortly before Peters’ left, 
$0 a series of sheds served Nelner’s as a barn. They moved a house in 
from the Dorothy district owned by a “Johnson” or “Anderson.” Follow- 
ing their move to Calgary in 1951, this home was purchased by Albert 
Moench and has since been converted into a modern farm home. Mr. 
Nelner’s mother lived with them for twelve and one-half years until her 
death in 1943. She was buried in the Hand Hills Baptist cemetery. 


Nelners vividly recall the garbage fire set by their children which 
was carried by a fresh upspringing wind into an old straw butt. Soon it 
was out of control and burned the garage, car, some granaries and a 
cattle shed. Following this tragedy they purchased the old Branum barn 


‘Their six children are all living. Edwin of Kalispell, Montana is a 
dental lab technician; Irma makes her home with her parents and is a 
secretary; George is a Baptist minister at Olds; Stanley is @ refrigeration 
expert in Calgary; Doris (Mrs. Don Comfort) is a teacher in Calgary; 
Ilene (Mrs. Bill Konert) lives in Vancouver. 


MR. AND MRS, RUDOLPH GUTCHE 


Mr. and Mrs Rudolph Gutehe had two residences in the Hand Hills 
area, In 1929 and 1930 they lived on the Ed Nelson place on the correction 
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line. From there they moved south of Hanna for three years and in 1933 
moved to the Jock Sinclair place in the Alpha District. They lived there 
for eight years. During this time their four year old son, Willie, died 
from a ruptured appendix. 


‘They lived south of Watts for four years, then moved to Endiang in 
1946, In 1959 they retired to Harma and finally moved to Calgary in 1966. 


‘Their two sons, Herb and Art, both married, farm in the Endiang 
district. 


‘Among their Hand Hills’ memories the suffering of the hungry 
thirties is predominant, while the Hand Hills neighbors remember Mr. 
Gutche’s tenor voice in church. 


R. A. McCULLOUGH FAMILY 
sy Marcarer (McCu:toucn) Kinxnsy 


Bob McCullough was one of a family of eight brothers and two 
sisters who came from Ontario in the early part of the century to High 
River. Alter working at several ranches in that area, Bob homesteaded 
in the Lone Butte District in 1910. In 1915 Hertie Blois, a nurse and 
member of a pioneer family settled at Sheerness, married Bob and joined 
him on the homestead. They were active in all community affairs and 
Mrs. McCullough’s nursing ability was tested by the community on many 
occasions. In 1926 the family with their two daughters and a son moved 
to the Delia District. Alter several years (approximately 1932) they moved 
to the Craigmyle District and lived on the Jock Sinclair farm in the Alpha 
District. 


Bob and Mrs. McCullough were always hospitable folk and enjoyed 
life to the full, Bob spent much time doing rawhide work, making quirts, 
braiding, etc. He taught many a young fellow how to tie knots and do 
braiding work. After living in the Alpha District a short time the family 
settled in the Georgetown District. From there the younger children 
completed their school at Craigmyle High. 


Katie, the oldest girl married Wayne Lurchin and moved out to 
Nelson, British Columbia. Wayne passed on several years ago. Kay now 
lives at Kamloops. Margaret, after completing her nursing training in Tor- 
‘onto, returned to marry a local fellow, John Kirkeby. ‘They live in Hanna 
with their six children: Lillian, Sandra, Jeannette, Marion, Shirley, and 
‘Ame, Robert B., better known as Bud, joined the R.C.A.F, He mustered 
out at Haney, British Columbia, where he met his wife Lois Noble. He 
now has an electric contracting business at Haney, British Columbia. They 
have two children Pairicia and Douglas. 

Mrs, McCullough who was ill the the last years of her life passed on 
at Haney, British Columbia in 1950. Bob remarried a charming lady in 
1956, He and his wile live quietly and happily at Haney and are glad to 
have visitors from the prairies come to call. 
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MR. AND MRS. EARL ANDRUS 


Earl married Esther Brokenshire, of Estevan, Saskatchewan, in April, 
1944, and one week later took up residence on the farm formerly owned 
by Robert Schneider. Earl had been raised in the Lomond area, but a 
few years later his father also moved into this area. For several years he 
shared a large farming operation with his brother, Clifford, who now lives 
in Kelowna. Earl has now completed twelve years driving one of the Hand 
Hills buses that serve the Elmer School, and for the past three years has 
been a key member of the local Elmer School board of trustees. The 
Andrus’ have six children: Lucille, recently graduated from Hanna High, 
Wilfred, Elaine, Allen, Marjorie and Dwayne. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM MILLER 


Bill was born and raised near the Alpha District. In World War Two 
he enlisted in the Airforce and married Ester Puttner in 1943 while still 
in the service. After the war they purchased the Reinhold Feno farm and 
lived there for a number of years, then they moved to Hanna where they 
are still residing and operate their farm from town, They have one daughter 
Donna, Mrs, Mike Herback, now residing at Fort McMurray. 


MR. AND MRS. HELMUT WERNER 


Helmut Werner and Mildred Rosin were married in 1954, ‘They made 
theix home on his father’s farm for two years, then moved to Hanna where 
Helmut was employed by Grover's Construction until 1961 at which time 
the opportunity arose to purchase part of the Adolph Raessler farm. Since 
their residence in the community of the Hand Hills they have been active 
in community activities. Their two children Calvin and Patricia are at- 
tending Elmer School. 
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LIST OF OWNERS AFTER HOMESTEADERS 
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The events of yesterday seem like everyday problems today, but having 
happened forty, ity or more years ago, they have NOW become history. ft 
is with regrets’ thet many of these happenings were not recorded then, Our 
efforts now ae Simpy toy and relive the past, Yor the bene ofthe future 
Meany thanks are fontended 0 those who sent in their stories, as well as infor- 
motion on other oldtimers, Hf we have overlooked anyone it was. puroly 
Unintentional and ‘please. sccept our apologies 
Special thanks to fis. Franget Moon al Hits. Frances Courney for thet 
countiess hours rewriting and. preparing the stories for our typists, Miss Laverne 
Morton, Mra. Karen Gloson of Delia and Mrs. Winnifred (Howard) Mclean of 
Calgary. Their efforts ae also very much appreciated 
Lost, but certinly ‘not Teest, great credit must be given to all the committeo, 
for their ideas and untiring efforts to record so. mary of the Interesting. stories 
Of the past. How easy it would have been to forget the whole ideal 

Francis Courtney 
















































CHAPTER V 
‘THE HAND HILLS SCHOOL NO. 2242 


“Let us not look back in anger, nor forward in fear, but around us 
in awareness” (Harper & Rew) 


‘As any community starts to take shape, the building of a school 
becomes one of the first projects. At one time or other most of the 
fathers of the school children served on the School Board. 


During the latter part of July, 1910, permission was granted by the 
Department of Education for the establishment of Hand Hills School 
District No. 2242 


‘The fifteen hundred dollar ten-year debenture at six per cent interest 
was held by Mrs. Mary A, Mertens of Cluny. 


Erection of the school was started in the fall—the site being  two- 
acre plot of land, donated by the late Harry M. Broadbent, on the SW 
2-30-I7-W4 his’ pre-emption). Work continued during the winter, and 
by spring the building was completed. 


School started March 4, 1911 with the following children: Andrew 
and Mildred Mason, Ada and Helen Venus, Ben, Van and Grace Peterson 
and Francis Courtney in attendance; and Miss Maggie Fletcher (later 
Mrs, Walter Eddleston) of Delia as the teacher. Miss K .M. Thompson 
from Ontario arrived one week later to take over the teaching duties. 
Miss Thompson completed the term, and two months of the fall term; 
and then married Sam Pocklington. 


Mr. Norman Burke of Delia taught during the months of November 
and December of 1911, at ninety dollars per month, and rode from his 
farm south of Delia to the school and back each day. 


‘The next teacher was Miss Laura E. Coons of Parr, then Miss Jean 
Powell, and Lewis Garfield Walters, Miss Christianson of Markerville 
followed, and under her guidance Andrew Mason, Ada Venus and Charlie 
Keith wrote their grade cight examinations in Hanna in June 1914. Next 
was Miss Rae Lunn. 


‘Then came Miss Marjorie Osborne (niece of F. E. Osbome of 
‘Osborne Book Store, Calgary). Mildred Mason, Helen Venus, and Francis 
Courtney took both grades eight and nine under her guidance. 


The following taught in the Hand Hills school at one time: Miss 
Gertrude Broadbent, Miss Ora Stewart, Miss Grace Wilson, Miss Frances 
Wall, Miss Beryl Bryan, Miss Frances Rose, Miss Vivian Donvito, Miss 
Ruth Carnat, Miss Alma Kneiss, Mr, Paul Rowe, Miss Inga Aune, Miss 
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Dorothy Dawson, Miss Florence Lawrence, Miss Ella McLaren, Mr. 
William Fredericks, Miss Bessie Martin, Miss Ann Davies, Miss Mary 
Calon, Miss Jean McEwen, Miss Mary Campbell, Norma Stoness, Geraldine 
Gobel, Margaret McNair (Mrs. Edger Reip), Miss Marie King, Audrey 
‘Trout Mrs, Joy Aaserud, Mrs. Blecks, Mr. Stanyk, and Mrs. Phyllis 
MeDonald. 








At a skating party in 1916, left to right: Dan Laverty, Andy Mason, Arnold Venus, 
ited Mason, Hugh Mason, Francis Courtney, Ada Venus, Dorothy Richardson, 


Helen Venus, Herman Shortt, Bill Shortt, others unknown 





In the fall of 1943 the original Hand Hills school burned down. Mrs. 
Williams was the teacher at that time. Without too much delay the 
Albert Anderson house that stood in the W, B, Smith yard was turned 
into a school room. 


Hillview school was moved in 1944 to replace the burned school, 
and learning carried on as usual. 


We may not have named the teachers in proper sequence, and we 
hope we have omitted none. Nevertheless, mention must be made and 
recognition given to them for their efforts 


Owing to the shortage of teachers, many schools in the Starland 
division were closed, and the pupils bussed to larger centres. 


The passing of local schools left a big gap in the life of the com- 
munity. One change most keenly felt was the absence of the splendid 
Christmas concerts. Neighbors used to try and take in several of these 
concerts each year, Dances and card parties in the schools became a 
thing of the past, as well.as the charch services. About the only function 
which was not held in the Hand Hills school was a wedding or a funeral 


The Hand Hills school was closed in 1956 and the children were 
bussed to Delia. The school house was sold in 1961 to Mac Milligan who 
moved it to his farm for a shop, The teacherage was moved to the Verdant 
Valley school yard for a second teacherage there. 
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‘A group at Hand Hills School one Sunday, 1911. Back from left to right: Oscar 
Peet, Jack Poet, Mrs. Peterson, Bob Beck, Herman Shortt, Harry Taylor, George 
Hall, Harry Broadbent, Bill Peet, Jack Little. Next row: George Venus, Dad Venus, 
Ada’ Venus, Mrs. Dawson holding Mary, Albert Dawson, Evelyn Lawson, Helen 
Venus, Mrs, Venus, Mrs, Randall, Claude Almond, Walter Allen. Frot 
Dawson, Edith Dawson, Grace Peterson, Toni, Van, Jim and Ben Peterson, Arnold 
Vanus and Katie Trenamen. Rendall horse, Mr.’ Randall ook the picture with 
their camera, 























Hand Hills School sometime in the 1930's—teft to 1 filson Gallagher, Mary 
Lindsay, Gwen Painter, Mary Courtney, Mary Taylor. Second row: Grover Pt 

Marj. Painter, Marg, Gallagher, Eve. Taylor, Minnie Peterson. Third row: Jim 
Peterson, Gordon faylor, Phil ‘Taylor, Keith Peet. Fourth row: Fred Courtney, 
Joyce Milligan, and Winnie Taylor 
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AN EARLY HISTORY OF THE HAND HILLS OF ALBERTA 
Huon A. Mason 


This account of the early settlers of the Hand Hills contains much 
of a family nature. This is necessary because my father was the third man 
to locate a cattle ranch in that country in 1903. My two sisters, Mildred 
(Mrs. Walter King) and Frances (Mrs. Edward Longmire) and myself 
are the only remaining ones of the original settlers. My youngest brother 
Andrew died in 1963, my other brothers some years previously. 

In those days, the Hand Hills country was known as being everything 
in a huge half circle which began at the west.on the Red Deer River, 
thence east by Crooked Lakes, the Gopher Head, Long Lake, Bull Pound 
Creek and from there south to the Red Deer. 


This sketch will endeavor to trace settlement activities up to Decem- 
ber, 1908, when the whole eastern part of the province was thrown open 
to homesteading. If some people's names are omitted, it is not intentional, 
for that was a long time ago, and I was young at the time. 


‘The initial efforts towards settlement began in 1884, when a Dominion 
surveyor, McLean, and his party, ran the range lines from the eastern 
boundary of the Territory, and laid the country out in townships; this 
was at the time of the Riel Rebellion, Nothing more in the way of 
settlement occurred until about 1898, when John C. Calhoun and sons 
located a cattle ranch on the west side of the Hand Hills at what was 
to become the Taylor brothers (Bracy and Seymour's) place, Calhouns 
were followed two years later by R. L. Shaw, who located at what later 
became the DuBois ranch. Mr. Shaw was elected member of the first 
legislature: he was also an extensive cattle buyer, shipping many grass-fed 
cattle direct to the British market. 


My father, at this time, had a ranch near the villages now known as 
Lousana and Delburne, but the range was limited, also homesteaders were 
coming in. On a clear day from a high hill nearby, one could see the 
Hand Hills. One June day he tied some food in a roll of blankets, wrapped 
it in his slicker and fastened it all behind his saddle and set off to see 
what these hills were like, He swam the Red Deer River four miles from 
the ranch and was on his way. He travelled southeast for a day and 
camped that night near Crooked Lakes. Next morning he struck a faint 
wagon trail which seemed to head in the general direction that he wanted 
to go, so he followed it. That night he arrived at the Calhoun ranch, He 
received a great welcome, especially from Mrs. Calhoun, when she learned 
that there was a prospect of another woman coming into the country. 
She and Mrs. Shaw, who lived ten miles away, were the only women in 
the many thousands of square miles of territory. 


That night John Calhoun told of a conversation he had had the 
previous year with an Indian who had described a fine spring on the 
north side of the Hand Hills which his people had used for centuries, 
when hunting in that locality 
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‘The next day my father accompanied by Emerson Calhoun as guide, 
rode over the top of the Hand Hills to find this spring. As they went 
Mong, the grass end peavine were so tall that they reached above their 
Stertps, and they stretched as far as the eye could see. The Indian's tale 
vas correct; in a short time they found the spring. My father began to 
post # disovery notice near it when two young men arrived atthe top 
Posthe bank. ‘They. were the Miller brothers—Jack and Mel. They left 
Shortly afterwards, and found a good location at the east end of the 
Hand Hills Lake. 


My father chose a site which was ideal for his purposes; there was 
unlimited room—to the north there was no one for sixty miles and east™ 
vintT the nearest settlement was at Battleford, Saskatchewan. To the south 
there was only Alex Wallace and ‘Arthur Peake on the Red Deer River; 
farther down the river Billy Hyde and the S.C. Ranch owned by Lord 
Beresford. Tn addition to the large grazing area there was unlimited feed 
for the taking. There had becn no prairie fires for years and @ great 
any wet seasons. There was also plenty of building timber—a cowman’s 
paradise. 


My father returned to the old ranch and assembled a haying and 
building crew. He returned to the Hand Hills site with my brother Fred 
and six other men. By mid-September they had thirteen hundred tons 
of hay up, a log shack, corrals and all the other necessary appurtenances 
for a ranch, My older brother Jim had just arrived from an eastern 
college; he was planning on a medical career. He later graduated, from 
medieal school in 1914, began his practice in Delia, later moved to Hanna 
and then to Stettler. 


Meanwhile other people were moving into the country and finding 
locations, The Cornish brothers west of Crooked Lakes, Jim, Sam and 
Rollie Savage at Michichi Creck, Charlie Mott at North Michichi Creek, 
Jack, Ed and Jim Parker at Buffalo Gap, which is north of Hand Hills 
Lake, Fred Carder and Jack McMurray on a spring about where. the 
present Hand Hills Stampede grounds are, and J. A. Keenan from 
Missouri, who located where the Matthias and MeBrine store and Hand 
Hills post office were later established. This site was eventually taken 
‘over by Robert Congdon. 


Keenan was the first recorded death in the area. He was a veterinary 
surgeon of sorts, and always kept a good supply of medicine on, hand 
for emergencies. He was also fond of whiskey. He had just returned from 
a two week trip to Red Deer for the winter's “grub-stake” and was weary. 
Unfortunately he kept his whiskey and carbolic in similar bottles; in the 
poor light he got the wrong bottle, and died. It was a sed funeral; the 
fridow and her children stranded thousands of miles from their home. 
Mrs, Keenan left immediatly after making arrangements with the 
Parker brothers to exhume the body in the spring and have it reinterred in 
Red Deer. 
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Later, the Parker brothers homesteaded at Bum Lake and sold their 
holdings to the C.N.R. for the townsite of Hanna, 


In the spring of 1904 the growth of grass, owing to favorable growing 
conditions, was phenomenal; there had been no prairie fires for years. A 
would-be homesteader, never having seen a prairie fire, decided to. start 
one. This was near Castor, The next morning it had travelled to the 
Hand Hills; it jumped the Red Deer River in the afternoon and burned 
itself out later in Montana. It cost my father one hundred and fifty head 
of cattle and one thousand tons of hay—other ranchers likewise. ‘The 
would-be settler retuned to Kansas in a hurry. 


During the next few years several newcomers came in and found 
locations. The first of these were the Flett brothers, Lester and Tom. 
They started a horse ranch which is now operated by Lester’s sons on the 
same spot that their father founded over sixty years ago. There were the 
Gardiner brothers Ted and Clem, the Joberg brothers, Amell and Herman, 
Bot gimbly, George snd Chan Gowan, Jack and Elias Code and Fatty 
and Sam ‘Thompson. The formier settled on a spring on the side ef 
Surprise Hill, a short distance north of the present town of Delia, He lost 
his life in a railway fire at Hanna, 


Many people have wondered how Surprise Hill got its name; Emerson 
Calhoun was riding an old Indian pony named Grandpa; he was on top 
of this hill to look around for cattle. Before he could dismount Grandpa 
started to buck and threw him off. It was such a surprise that he named 
the hill accordingly. 


Many more people came—Mark Montgomery, George Pyle and 
Lambert on Fish Lake, Baxter at Thumb Hill. Baxter and Reed started a 
ranch which is still in existence—later owned by Lawson brothers, Up 
at Crooked Lakes John McKee and sons settled, around Long Lake Bob 
Gooney and Bill Goss, John Breynard and son found room to setile te 
Ge Hand Hills proper Bert Lockwood and George Wills settled “aes 
Cut-Off Coulee; this coulee was named by my brother Fred. Lockwood 
afterwards sold out to Herman Brede; Wills drowned while swimming a 
bunch of horses across the Red Deer at what is now Drumheller At thi 
Prt at the mouth of the Rosebud Creek, the Miller family hed settled, 
fiso Jim Trumbell and Frank Smith. Smith was an old-time cones 
from the United States, He was always appointed eaptain of the wnt 
PPund-ups. At this time John Calhoun sold out to the Caldwell ant Biggs. 
Rare they sold the property to Taylor Brothers and moved down tory 
Red Deer River at the mouth of Willow Creek. Billy Caldwell conic 
the ranch there until his recent death at the age of eighty-five years. 

During the summer of 1906 my brothers discovered the first coal 
Known to be in the arca; enough coal was mined that fall to lest through 
the winter. This mine was afterwards operated by Amell Joberg for many 
years, 

“This brings our account up to the time of the great equalizer the 
winter of 1906-7. The summer of 1906 had been good for hay; we had 
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put up a great deal and hed it well fire-guarded; cattle were cheap and 
prospects were bright. My father decided to build up the herd to eight 
hundred head; he borrowed money to do so—he even took some cattle 
on shares. The now cattle were scarcely on the ranch when another prairie 
fire went through. We saved all our hay and three or four sections of 
grass—the latter proved to be a calamity. Two weeks later the blizzard 
Struck and lasted until mid-February; the only way the thermometer 
‘went was down, and it stayed there. Temperatures of forty and fifty degrees 
below were common. Winds of thirty to forty miles an hour were an 
everyday occurence. 


‘The newcomers as well as some of the oldtimers were ill-prepared for 
such conditions. The fire had burned up their hay and grass; some were 
living in tents and prairie schooners, The blizzard drifted the cattle away, 
of Breynard and son, and father and son followed them; next spring they 
‘were found near the present town of Craigmyle, An elderly hired hand had 
elected to stay in camp—he was found dead in the tent. 


A new scourge was about to strike—mange; with the influx of so 
many new cattle, many from the United States, an outbreak was inevitable. 


A few days after the blizzard struck, hordes of starving cattle began 
to descend on us. Whether driven by the storm or by their owners, they 
came to our grass. They came from every direction, two thousand strong, 
and they stayed. Fences were no deterrent; it became impossible to haul 
hay because of the wind and the starving cattle. The weak cattle piled 
up at the fences and the strong ones simply walked over them. Haystacks 
would disappear overnight. Cattle died standing up, their legs frozen up 
to their bodies. Others would lie or fall down. Soon there would be a 
pile of cattle trampling and smothering one another. 








Such was the winter of 1906-7. My father started with eight hundred 
head and next spring he and my older brothers had two hundred head. 
Many people lost everything, including their saddle horses 


In the summer of 1906 the Hand Hills Cattlemen’s Association was 
formed. Corrals and a dipping vat were built near the present post office 
of Rainbow. With the ingredients then used for treating cattle it was 
necessary to make two dips, one nine days after the other. Rather than 
drive each herd back to their home ranges; it was decided to hold them 
all in one vast herd of twelve thousand head on the Michichi flats. ‘The 
next year less than two thousand heed were dipped. This was the result 
of the hard winter of 1906-7. 








Despite the heavy setbacks the summer of 1907 saw many newcomers 
arrive in the district. Jack Dubois bonght out R. L. Shaw, George Black, 
Jack Ogilvie, nephew of the flour mill owner, started a horse ranch five 
miles northeast of Fish Lake. The Kelly brothers settled on the cast end 
of Fish Lake, also the Hodgson brothers, Bill and Kid. Willard Marriott, 
long known as “Fireguard”, too, came. Tommy Chapman, Arthur Cock- 
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burn, and a Scotchman, Jim Kinninmonth, all came in at this time. The 
latter was renamed “Kill-a-man-a-minute”, Al Earnest, a fine round-up 
cook. Jim Lawson also arrived and was foreman for many years of the 
R. L. Shaw Spread. Also about this time a man named Percy McBeath 
arrived on the Red Deer. He subsequently started a small store and 
organized a post office and named it “Dorothy”. He also secured the first 
‘mail hauling contract from Bassano to the Hand Hills. 





In the spring of 1908 a Dominion surveying crew arrived on the 
scene to finalize the original survey of 1884. They subdivided the town- 
ships into sections, as found today. They camped for a long time near 
my father’s ranch and often visited us. My mother learned that one of 
these men had done some preaching so she invited him to hold a church 
service in our house. This was the first serviee held in the Hand Hills 
country for white people. This was on a Sunday in July, 1908, Undoubtedly, 
Reverend John McDougall had held services for the Indians at some prior 
date, as he spent a great deal of time in this area working with the Indians, 
and half breeds. ‘This was great buffalo country in the early days. 


Early in 1908 the first homesteaders arrived. The Courtney brothers 
Frank and Phillip built tiny shacks on the land which the Courmey 
family holds today. They then returned to Cluny, their home place. They 
were quickly followed by E. L. Venus and S. A. Peterson; these men 
squatted on land between the Courtney’s sites. That fall they brought 
their families. As a result, Ada Venus, (Mrs. Daniel Laverty), is the 
oldest resident—continuous—in the area, The Phillip Courtney family 
arrived in the spring of 1910. 








In the early days the country east of Bull Pound Greck was con- 
sidered unsuitable for cattle. It was too bleak, had too heavy a snowfall 
in winter, and few, if any good springs. Also it lacked good hay meadows. 
Once the prairie fires started coming regularly, it had no natural barrier 
‘The area was prime horse country however, and a man named Os 
established a horse ranch on Berry Creek, south of what is now Youngs- 
town about 1905. Oscar afterw: discovered coal in the area, and 


operated a mine for several years. This was a godsend to the settlers who 
came in later. 








Today all this has changed. Now there are probably more cattle 
east of the Bull Pound than there ever were west of it in the early days. 
Highways, ploughed fields, and lateral roads stopped the fire menace. 
‘The advent of rural power and dugouts solved the water problem, th 
growth of tame feed and good animal husbandry took care of the rest 


THE EDGAR L, VENUS STORY 
wrrrren By Apa (Venus) Laverty 


My dad, Edgar L. Venus was born in a village called Barnham, near 
Brighton, Sussex, England. He came to Canada and lived at Three Rivers, 
Sherbrooke and Danville, Quebec. ‘Then he travelled down through 
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Vermont and New Hampshire to Boston. Here he met the girl whom 
he later married. 


Mother came from a small village in Sweden, near Stockholm (called 
Yavila). Her mother died when she was two years old. When she was 
sixteen she came to Boston with friends of her father. She was to have 
gone on to an aunt (Mrs, Annie Poland) in Illinois, but she got work 
in Boston, and never went on. 


Dad decided to come to Canada to get free land, which was highly 
advertised in Boston, for immigrants to Canada, A homestead of one 
hundred and sixty acres for ten dollars, and another one hundred and 
sixty acres for three dollars an acre, as well as special freight rates for 
settlers’ goods. 


Dad left Boston in May, 1908, and came to Calgary. Here he met 
a land locator and two other men called Jack Peet and John Gilbert. 
"They travelled on together by democrat. When they got to Taylor’s 
ranch on the west slope of the hills the Taylors told them not to go on, 
as there was no water in the hills and further east, but Dad and his 
travelling companions went on. 


Dad decided to stay where his homestead was, but Jack Peet and 
John Gilbert went on to the east where the land was surveyed to range 
16, Dad had to stay to hold on to his land. This is called squatter’s rights. 
John and Jack went back to Calgary to file on their land, and John filed 
on land for his brother, Charlie, by proxy. This was allowed by brothers 
and fathers. Dad worked with the Masons of Mason's ranch. He made 
hay all summer and sold his spare hay for two dollars a ton. 


Mother was the first woman in the valley where we lived. Mrs. S. A. 
Peterson came later in the fall, and Mrs, J. Gilbert, Mrs. Fred McFadden 
and Mrs, Steen came in 1909. 


My family came by C.N. from Boston to Stettler in September. We 
arrived in Stettler when the big prairie fire was on. This started at the 
Imperial Ranch and spread to the river near the Ogilvie Ranch. All the 
men were fighting fire so no one met us. Matthias and McBrine, owners 
of a store in Stettler, (who also owned the store on the Bob Congdon 
place in the Hand Hills) and Bob Shaw, who was the M.L.A. for the 
Hand Hills district, and who owned the hotel in Stettler, came to mother's 
aid and told her about the fire, He got rooms for us at the new annex 
that was being built to the hotel, and we used our own bedding, so there 
was not too much expense. We ate one meal a day at the hotel and ate 
lunches in our rooms, until Dad showed up in about a week. 





When Dad came to get us he bought a Bain wagon, a set of hamess 
and a twelve gauge shotgun. He bought a team of horses from Masons, 
and rode one of these to Stettler. This team was Dick and Dave which 
were white and black in color, and they lived to be very old horses. 
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We left Stettler with the wagon very well loaded, and stopped at a 
place thirty miles from Stettler that night; the next day we came on to 
the Hand Hills, stopping for a cold drink at Sam Thompson’s. They 
were living in the first sod house we had ever seen, Mrs. Thompson had 
a little baby. We got to Mason’s ranch after dark and stayed the night 
there. They were expecting us. The next moming we moved on to the 
homestead, and you can imagine how Mother felt when she saw a one 
room shack, twelve by fourteen, after living in a ten-room house in 
Boston. At that time I did not think much of it, but, now I think it was 
terrible! 


Mother said years later that, if she had known, she would never 
have sold the Boston house and extra furniture, but would have stayed 
there, Most of the pioneer women felt the same, I believe. 





We were only here a short time when Dad decided to go to Stettler 
for a load of potatoes for the winter. I think Mr, Peterson went with him 
as Bill Payne, a young fellow with four horses, was breaking small plots 
for the homesteaders, and fire guarding hay stacks all fall, He stayed in 
Mr. Peterson’s shack and looked after Topsy, the saddle horse 


‘The next day a terrible storm came and we were shut in the shack. 
As the grass was all burnt off, the snow was more black or gray than 
white with the grass all mixed with it. It blew and snowed for two days, 
and then cleared up. The well was in « coulee which was drifted full, 
so we melted snow for cooking, etc. and it was full of little black burned 
hay sticks, Bill Payne came over as soon as the storm quit, and he hed 
a time getting Topsy out of the shack, as the door was in the southeast 
comer of the shack. Topsy would not bend to back out. He had taken 
her into the shack when the storm got bad. He put the horse in the 
dugout barn, and we were sitting around wondering where Dad was, 
when we heard someone shout “Whoa” and there was Dad with a load 
of potatoes. He had covered them with blankets, and he had bought two 
lanterns to put in the load, so the potatoes were not frozen. Dad got 
some lumber from somewhere. He went to the bush to get some poplar 
logs and he sawed two sides flat for two by fours. He made a new room 
with an upstairs. This was all done before the furniture arrived, and by 
Christmas we were all settled for the winter, 


I do not remember too much of that winter except that on New 
Year's Day, Mr, Peterson and Dad went to the bush to shoot some bush 
rabbits. They both got some, and mother cooked two of them, but as 
she would not cat them, neither would we kids, That was the only time 
rabbit was cooked in our house as far as I can remember. 


Dad worked freighting for the Hand Hills store, and taking out 
groceries as pay. I do not remember anything of the spring of 1909. The 
mice were very bad and Mr. Peterson rode ‘Topsy down to the river to 
fetch a cat. Kitty came in a sack tied to the saddle horn. She was at 
Petersons and then they lent her to us for awhile. As there were no more 
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cats, she had no kittens until Jake Long was in Stettler. He saw a nice 
quiet tommy cat on the sidewalk. He picked it up and put it in a sack, 
and it came to the Hand Hills this way. Soon we all had our own cats. 
When Jake left in 1914, Tommy came to stay at our place, and lived to 
be a very old cat. 


Dad bought two little pigs some place that summer, and we kids 
had to pull pigweed to feed them all summer, as there was very little 
grain around, The pigweed grew in the fire guards as soon as the land 
was broken, ‘These little pigs came home in two sacks, one on each side 
of the saddle, Early in the spring of 1909 we got some chickens from 
Mrs. Edmonson. The Edmonsons moved into the district in January, 1909, 
and Mrs. Edmonson brought two dozen chickens with her from Carstai 
T remember Helen and I going down there in a pung sort of sled with 
a bachelor neighbor to see if mother could get a few chickens. We got 
eleven hens and a rooster. Edmonsons were living in a dugout place, 
afterwards used as a barn. They built a house in the spring. 





Dad also bought a cow from the Taylor Brothers. She was supposed 
to be in calf, but she never had @ calf. She was so wild that Dad had 
her on a picket all the time. She never became tame. One day Mr .Wilson 
of the Wilson Ranch down by Fish Lake dropped in, and before the 
visit was over he had taken this beast off Dad’s hands. He traded her for 
an older tame black cow that had a calf with her. We hed her many 
years and called her Nigger. Now we had chickens, pigs and a cow, as 
well as a team of horses. 


A fellow by the name of George B. Woods homesteaded the quarter 
later owned by Tom Broadbent, He had a team of mules and wanted 
Dad to help him build a shack and shelter for the mules, but he had 
no money. In return for his work Dad was to have the use of the mules 
for plowing, along with our team. Mother did not trust him so she decided 
to plow while the building was going on. My brother, George, and Mother 
plowed a patch just west of the house that was used for a garden for years. 
As neither of them knew anything about plowing, it was a terrible ordeal 
Tt was fortunate that they did plough this patch because as soon as the 
shack was built, Mr, Woods left to work the mules pulling a scraper 
on the roads somewhere. 





Hay was cut and stacked on every homestead that was not burned 
and the surplus was sold to ranches at two dollars a ton. In the fall of 
1909, Mr. Steen and Harry Nimmo fed cattle for Burns on the Steen 
homestead, which was later taken over by Fred McFadden. The cattle 
were big shorthorns which wandered all over the valley when spring came, 
until some cowpunchers came and took them away. Mother was alraid 
of them. 


Mr, Steen had two tents, with boarded up walls and floors. One 
was a cook tent and Mr. and Mrs, Steen stayed in this one. Kenny Steen 
and Harry Nimmo slept in the other. The Steens did not stay long but, 
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of course, Harry Nimmo stayed on to settle on his homestead. Charles 
Ewing came in 1909 with a herd of white-faced cattle. Mrs, Ewing stayed 
with us until their home was built. 


I believe it was the fall of 1909 when Walt and Bruce Allen came 
in. One day Walt, a big fellow with @ big black hat and a red bandana 
tied over his ears, drove a wagon up to the house, He was accompanied 
by Bruce, who wore a stocking hat. Dad went out to talk to them, and 
went and helped them to find their survey stakes. Dad walked home 
afterwards. I do not know where they stayed until their shack was built 
but they became our neighbors. 


Phil and Frank Courtney came and built a house on Phil’s homestead 
that summer, and mother baked bread and beans for them. Mr. Bert 
Dawson came in the fall and stayed a short time. Then he went back 
to Sunnyslope, where Mrs, Dawson was staying with the three little girls. 
Mr. Dawson came back to the homestead and built a house in 1910. 
Mother baked for him, too. Mrs. Peterson came in December, 1908. Mrs. 
Gilbert came in 1909, I believe, and she had a little baby called Elaine. 
(Mrs. Gilbert had the first piano in the country.) Mrs. Courtney came 
in 1910. Mrs. McFadden came as a bride in 1909, completely new to 
homesteading ways. We kids had a grand time as there were no schools 
to go to. 





In 1910 the Mason women moved out- to the ranch to stay. They 
had been living on the ranch during the summer, and moving back to Red 
Deer for the rest of the year, so the kids could go to school. Herman 
Joberg married Mrs, Jack DuBois’ sister, Mabel Burgess. The Randalls 
came, and George and Susie Morrison arrived in the hills. It took them 
a week to come out from Airdrie, as they brought a cow along. George 
Morrison, his brother Tom, and a fellow named Bill Pole slept at our 
place while building George's shack. Tom did not stay very long, but 
returned to Airdrie, and later went to Calgary, where he built up a fine 
racing stable, 


Mr. A. M, Switzer traded a homestead at Stettler for a Cock-of-the- 
North twenty-six horsepower steam engine in the same ycar, 1910. He 
persuaded Dad to take it over, much to the dismay of mother. Ded put 
a mortgage on the homestead for a set of plows for this engine. That 
mortgage was paid off forty-two years later by Dan when I got the 
place, The engine was too big for that time, as no one had any money, 
and all the work was done for a horse, or @ cow, or what have you, as 
payment. “The first steam outfit in 1910”, I wrote up for Mr. Andy Grant 
of Delia when he was a leader for the 4-H club. There were ten entries 
and Andy's club members took the third place. He was pleased with this. 
Mr. Peterson happened to be over from B.C. and he gave me all my 
information for this paper, which follows this story. 





In the summer of 1909, Herman Short, George Venus's friend from 
Boston came out. Herman liked Canada so he stayed to homestead, and 
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died in the flu of 1918, We knew all the Short family in Boston. His 
brother Bill came out a few years later, and stayed until 1924 or 1926. 
‘Then he sold out and went back to Boston. 


People began to talk of having a school, as there was not one at 
present, and there were a few children of school age. Masons moved 
but from Red Deer to stay in 1910, and Courtneys moved up from Cluny, 
and Francis was of school age. We had a school with Helen and Ada 
Venus, Mildred and Andrew Mason, Francis Courtney, Ben, Van, and 
Grace Peterson. That was our first enrolment at the Hand Hills school, 
and Maggie Fletcher of Delia taught for a short time, although she was 
not a teacher. Miss Thompson from Ontario was next. She married Sam 
Pocklington and they moved to Delia later on, where he was in partner- 
ship with Taylor Bros, for a livery stable. Then they moved to B.C. 


Petersons lived in the basement of their house the first winter, and 
finished the house the next summer. After it was closed in, and before 
it was partitioned, the ladies of the district had a box social and a 
program to raise funds for an organ for the school we hoped for, This was 
a big success. 


‘After the school was opened there was Sunday School, and dances, and 
student preachers held services in the summer months. We had picnics 
The first Sunday School picnic was on the flat above George and Susie's 
shack on the northeast side of the Morrison place. Hence forward, the 
picnics were held annually in different places. Ball games were held at 
McFaddens and on Ole Jobnson’s flat just north of our house. After 
Delia started there was a band and Herman Joberg played in this. When 
the wind was northeast, we used to hear him playing his ho at our place. 


We went to hockey games and ice carnivals in Delia after the town 
came into being. We had fowl suppers at the school, as well as dances 
and Christmas concerts. There were smaller house parties, and the Ladies’ 
‘Aid was organized very early. 


‘As we had student ministers very early they boarded at Masons or 
Petersons, One summer there were services by a Methodist student and 
a Baptist minister, one service at three in the aftemoon and the other 
at seven-thirty at night. Both services were well attended 


Mother invited to supper anyone who had too far to go home and 
back, also a lot of the bachelors. Sometimes there would be twenty or more 
to supper. These suppers were planned on Saturday, so too much time 
was not taken to eat and get back to the school for services. 


‘Time passed, and in 1914 the war broke out. Claude Almond, Oscar 
Peet, Jack Peet, Dick Bell and Jackson Howard enlisted, these I remember, 
and the previous year Roy Lindsay enlisted. 

Mother cooked a turkey for the last evening they were home, the 
neighbors helped with the extras for supper. They all stayed until train 
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time, and someone took them to the train at Delia. I do not remember 
who drove them in. This was in 1917. Oscar Peet and Jackson Howard 
were both killed in France, 


Mother and Dad had five children: George, Ada, Helen, Arnold 
and Arthur. George married and later moved to Delhi, Ontario. They 
had two boys; Edgar, who was killed in France, and Donald, Ada married 
Dan Laverty, and had one girl Mary, and two boys, David and Terry. 
Helen married Dr, Paul Baxendale. They had two boys, John and Dennis. 
Amold married Martha Edmonson and they had two boys, Merle and 
Howard. Amold spent twenty-five years in the army. Arthur never 
married. He spent five years in the services, 





Eptron’s Nor: 

Ada has lived in the district since coming from Boston, She married 
Dan Laverty, and they lived in the Rainbow district until 1963, when 
they retired to Delia. Their daughter, Mary, is teaching in Hanna; and 
their sons, David and Terry live on, and operate the farm in Rainbow, 
as well as work the original Venus homestead 








THE FIRST STEAM OUTFIT—1910 


The first threshing and plowing outfit was owned by E. L. Venus 
of the Hand Hills. 


‘This was @ Cock-of-the-North twenty-six horsepower steam engine, 
and a Rumley separator with a thirty-six-inch cylinder. 


In the spring of 1910 Mr. Venus bought the engine and a ten-furrow 
plow at Stettler (the closest town, then). 


This came to the Hand Hills on its own power. The fastest speed 
was four miles per hour. It plowed all summer, starting at the Switzer 
place, now owned by Wm. Friedley, and ended up on the William Rich- 
ardson place in the Blair school district, in the fall, 


In August of 1910 the separator was bought at Stettler. The engine 
was driven as far north as the Charlie Holme farm. From there the men 
took horses and got the separator. They started to thresh on the Holme 
farm, Some of the farms threshed were as follows: Sam ‘Thompson's, 
Burrel’s, Bert Simpson's, Bert Smyth’s, and Dunfield’s. Then they moved 
up into the Hand Hills where the following farms were threshed: Mason's, 
Smith's, McFadden’s, Courtney's, Joberg’s, Keith's, Morrison’s, Broad- 
bent’s, Flett’s and many more names forgotten and gone. 


They threshed till January of 1911 ending at Richardson's, In the 
Hand Hills all the grain was stacked. The price of the threshing was 


fifteen dollars a setting, as the jobs were too small to charge by the 
bushel. 





‘The homesteaders all exchanged work, so no teams and men were 
paid. The thresherman hired only the engineer, separator man and the 
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water boy. This was the only threshing machine, after leaving the Stettler 
district, in the whole country. Mr. S. A. Peterson of the Hand Hills 
was the engincer of the outfit, and from him T received most of this 
information. He lived at White Rock, B.C., until his passing in 1963, at 
the age of eighty years 

Mas. Daw Laverty 


HERMAN BREDE 


Mr, Herman Brede bought the Bert Lockwood place. He sold many 
willow posts to the settlers around the Hand Hills Lake. He also raised 
a large number of horses. His horse brand was <Q 


‘Mr, and Mrs, Brede had one son, Herman, who went to the Hand 
Hills school for a couple of years 


‘They sold out to the Parrot Brothers and left the country for Mexico 
in the early part of World War One. 


JIM SAVAGE 


The Savage Brothers, Jim, Sam, and Rollie ranched in, the Big 
Valley and Michichi districts in the very early years. They had Clydesdale 
horses and Hereford cattle 


Jim bought $Y 16-30-17 from Ernie Beck and used it as extra pasture 
land. 


OLAUS JOHNSON 


Olaus Johnson came from one of the Scandinavian countries to 
North Dakota. In approximately 1909, he came to homestead the southeast 
quarter of 3-30-17. Ben Mammel now has this farmland, 








Ole, (his more familiar name) was a jolly bachelor, He made butter 
and sold eggs in the early days, to trade for groceries. 


He was very fond of children and used to give Christmas gilts to 
some of the close ones, These usually consisted of long net stockings 
filled with toys and candy. 


His garden contained flowers, too. Pansies were his specialty. He 
always said, “They have interesting faces”. Rhubarb he called “pie plant” 
and would give armfuls away. 






He was a handyman and a good butcher. Everyone liked him. 


In his last years he was troubled with high blood pressure, and after 
a long illness he passed away in 1933 in Hanna. 
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JAKE LONG 


Jake Long was one of our earlier homesteaders, who came from Ohio 
in approximately 1907, He had lived before that in a German colony in 
Brazil. 


He was known as the “Weasel Trapper”. His soddie was built on 
the northeast quarter of 3-30-17, He used to have quite a library, was 
fa shrewd chess player, and always knit his own socks 


He occasionally walked to Stettler to see his friend, Carl Stettler. 
On one trip Jake bought a cow, hitched her to a stoneboat with some 
supplies on it, and led the cow all the way back home. 


R. Shandera with his oxen had broken a small patch of land for 
Jake. When the oxen got omery Mr. Shandera would bite the oxen’s 
fear or throw rocks at them, More than once one could hear Jake’s whip- 
lash voice call out, “Cut out the brutality”, and he'd shake his big ham- 
like fist at him. 


When the 1914 war broke out, (Jake was @ military man) he quietly 
disappeared, and his land was taken over by his neighbor, Olaus Johnson. 


(Carl Stettler, born in Switzerland, came to this country in 1903 
or so, to a settlement known as Blumenau, after the Brazilian colony. In 
1906 it was named Stettler.) 


CHAN GOWAN 





Chan first came to his brother George’s ranch at Gowan Coulee, 
near Bull Pound Flat, for his health, His oldest brother was a Chicago 
medical doctor, and his youngest brother, Clyde, was an oilman in 
Bakersfield, California. 


Chan homesteaded on the east half of 10-30-17, now owned by F. C. 
Courtney. 


He was eccentric, crippled on one side, but well educated. Children 
referred to him as the “Gentleman”. He chewed the Foxglove plant for 
energy, he claimed. (Digitalis is a heart stimulant made from Foxglove.) 
Chan was noted for his colorful and salty language. 


Often he spent Christmas with the Shoults family, walking across 
country to their home. Rosalic and Pearl often mended his clothes, and 
Mrs. Shoults always made him welcome. 


One story tells about one Hallowe'en night, some of the neighbors 
harnessed up his cow and put it in the barn, but, lo and behold! next 
morning the cow had eaten all the sweatpads out of the horsecollars. 


One stormy day Mr. P. Courtney and a friend found him frozen to 
death in his shack, with his cat cuddled beside him. The Courtney's in- 
herited the cat. Chan is buried in Delia. 
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Mrs. Ches Shoults and Mrs. P. Courtney planted some white daisies 
on his grave. They grew in profusion and covered his grave for years 


MR, “FATTY” PALMER 


Mr. Palmer lived one year on the northwest quarter of 34-29-17 in 
a dugout house, and had a dugout for a barn, near a very good spring 
of water. He sold his land rights to Bill Smith and went to the States. 


THE S, A. PETERSON STORY 
ay Mas, Rutit (Pererson) Muces 


“—a rope over a precipice— 
What is great in man is that he 
is a bridge and not @ goal.” 

—Nietzsche 


About the time Captain Paliser wrote of the Hand Hills in his daily 
journal, Soren Anton Peterson was born in Freemont, Nebraska, to 
Karen and Christian Thranum Peterson (January 21, 1877). “Carrie”, 
as she was called, came to America to teach school in the Danish settle- 
ment; and there married the young musician who had come with Ole 
Bull, patron of the settlement, and remained to take land there. She died 
when Anton was eight years old, also leaving Gregory and Carrie, the 
twins; Christine, and Soren Chris (who homesteaded south of Craigmyle 
in 1909). 


Anton told many fascinating tales of a trip by covered wagon from 
Freemont to New Mexico, and back again in a few years, From there, 
as a youth of seventeen, he made his way to the Queen Charlotte Islands 
where a Danish settlement eked out a bare living by fishing. He gained 
some knowledge of navigation and steam while there. 








Working on the mainland later, he met and married Minnie Huntley 
whose father homesteaded the land where the City of White Rock, B.C., 
is now. They were married in Seattle on April 22, 1900. 


To this marriage seven children were born: Benson—March 3, 1901; 
Van—June 13, 1902; Grace—February 7, 1904; Anton—August 24, 1905; 
James—September 2, 1908; Ruth—December 15, 1913; Samuel—December 
5, 1921 





Farming in the flood-rent fields of Cloverdale, B.C., made him long 
for the clear skies and fragrant prairie winds he remembered as a child, 
and caused him to turn his steps to Alberta. In 1907 he crossed the 
Red Deer river on horseback in company with James Mason, and he made 
his way through Lacombe and Stettler to the Hand Hills. The Crees, 
Blackfoot and Assiniboines agreed in calling these hills after a Blackfoot 
chief, who had one shrunken hand and was, therefore, known as “Little 
Hand”. ‘The Cree name Michichi means Little Hand. Here a party of 
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Crees had come upon the Blackfoot chief “Little Hand” and dispatched 
him forthwith to the Happy Hunting Grounds! Before this time the 
Hills had been known as “Otahimin” or Heart-berry hills (Strawberry— 
Cree). 


After taking “squatters? rights” to their chosen locations, James Mason 
and Anton Peterson returned the seventy-five miles to Stettler to file 
homesteader claims. “Pete” then retumed to B.C., sold his farm and 
settled his affairs, Jake Long returned with them to Stettler and all three 
set about to establish the boundaries of their land. Here Anton Peterson’s 
experience in marine navigation was of value and they were within eight 
feet of the official survey, which was made in the summer of 1908. Jake 
Long used a length of rope with ends tied to each leg to measure his land, 
counting the steps and thus estimating the distance. 


Sod shacks were then erected of good slough sod; ploughed four inches 
thick by fourteen inches wide and up to thirty-six inches long. The bottom 
round of walls was built about thirty-six inches wide, keeping the inside 
plumb. They built eight feet high and tapered the outside wall in to 
twenty-four inches. This settled to about six feet, six inches. Soddies were 
warm in winter and pleasantly cool in hot summer. Poplar poles were 
laid across the top and covered with a thick layer of hay, then a layer of 
sod, and more hay on top. It kept out both cold and heat. 


Jim Mason’s house was of poplar logs plastered with mud, and “Pete” 
spent most of his first winter there, breaking horses and helping with 
the cooking. He and his wife had cooked in a logging camp on Salt Spring 
Island when they were first married, so he was no stranger to the kitchen. 
His fondness for cooking “spuds in jackets” was sometimes irksome to the 
other cowboys. 


In spring he bought « team of oxen and a walking plough and broke 
enough land to plant potatoes and root vegetables for the following winter. 


Daily and weekly more settlers were arriving. Edgar L. Venus and 
family of four children on the next quarter to the west, Jay Trenaman 
with his wife Hattie and two children directly north, 


Anton Peterson hauled freight and groceries, as well as mail from 
Stettler and Coronation to Bob Congdon’s store and post office. It took 
a week to make the round trip to Stettler. Sometimes blizzards blew in 
trails and made directions almost impossible. When a storm struck they 
would stop over at any available place along the way and wait out the 
weather. No one turned a traveller from shelter. When “Pete” bought 
his first team of horses at the 2 Bar Ranch, he could make the trip in 
four days, all being favorable. But alas! One horse died and using one 
horse and one ox for a time was the best that could be managed. 





In the summer of 1908 at Cloverdale, B.C., Minnie Peterson was not 
one whit idle, though she was expecting her fifth child in the fall. She 
canned great quantities of fruit, vegetables and fish for the coming winter. 
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She crated furniture and houschold effects ready for shipping. Finally in 
mid-August, she arranged for the care of the four older children by their 
paternal grandmother and entered the Royal Columbia Hospital at New 
Westminster to await confinement. Two restless weeks she spent and 
finally on September 2, 1908, James, weighing 15 Ibs, 2 oz... was born. 
Receipts for the expense of this confinement states: 





Sept. 16/08 1 day's care for child @ 1.00 
Operating room @ 2.00 
Received in full $3.00 
Mary Martin, Lady Supr. 

Sept. 17/08 2 wks, before confinement @ $6.00 — 12.00 
3 days before confinement @ $1 — 3.00 

2 wks. after confinement in semi-private 
wa. @ $10.00 — 20.00 
1 day after confinement @ $1.50 — 150 
Paid in full $36.50 


James was the only one of seven children to be born in hospital 
When the baby was scarcely two months of age, the journey to Alberta 
began. 





‘The train carried them through Calgary and on to Stettler where 
they were met by a bearded “stranger”. The children did not, at first, 
associate him with the father they had not seen in so many long months. 
The older ones were incensed at this man kissing their mother, and then 
expecting to kiss them. They apprehensively held back, while he laughed 
at their shyness. 
















pie RUSERTH BRANCH. : 
De Aairae pew nie meal eee ines : 
Fe ae ee 
“RECEIVED frm See 
Os airs wot Oh es Doitars 


‘They bought supplies and began the seventy-five-mile drive to the 
Hand Hills. At nightfall they found shelter with Mr. and Mrs, Sam 
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‘Thompson in their small homestead house. There were other sojourners 
too, and beds were spread on the floor, on the kitchen table and under 
the kitchen table. Mrs. Thompson, Minnie Peterson, and their two 
respective infants shared the luxury of the only bed. Down the long years 
since, there has been a bond of friendship between the two women, begun 
that very cool November night so long ago. 


Arriving at the shack on the homestead the next day, they set about 
to establish housekeeping, but soon it was evident that it was pretty 
“cool” lodging and they moved into the dug-out cellar of the house-to-be, 
with bunks built for beds, hay mattresses and sheets for partitions, Fresh 
hay covered the earthen floor and as the place began to warm through, 
the children were intrigued by the chairs getting “shorter legged”. The 
frost was coming out of the ground! 





Small game was fairly plentiful, rabbits, grouse, etc, filling the pot 
nicely. Minnie was a good shot, too, and often provided fresh meat for 
the hungry family. And now the canned things were wonderful, a fine 
change of fare from the homestead staples of dried salt pork, beans, dried 
prunes and apples. They would fetch in a quarter of beef and saw frozen 
steaks and roasts, then hang it back out in nature's fridgel 


One day in February on Grace's birthday, it was decided to have @ 
candy treat, so taffy was made and put out to cool in pie pans on a snow- 
bank. A little kit-fox smelled it from afar and came and carried plate 
and all away to what the children called the “little hill” half way down 
the farm. A trap was set with chicken liver for bait, and the pretty little 
animal yielded his fur for a muff and cap. 





Soon came the Phillip Courtneys, Sam Pocklington, Fred McFadden, 
Wm. Smith, Albert Dawson, then a school for the community became 
first priority. There were as many opinions as families about where and 
how it should be built. Often and bitter were the controversies over ways, 
means and methods. 





Church and Sunday School were organized at the Peterson's (by this 
time a frame house, the lumber, wagon-trailed from Stettler), and was 
held on alternate Sundays at Mason's Ranch. There were often as many 
as forty in attendance. Albert Dawson was the first Sunday School 
Superintendent, Mr. Kemp, a Methodist student minister, was. followed 
by Mr. Thompson and Mr. E. Longmire. Norman Burke and Wm. Oris 
also served as Baptist ministers, 

Once the school was built, services were established there. Van Peter- 
son recalls his father teaching Baptist Sunday classes on one side of the 
room, while Mrs. Mason taught Methodist classes on the other! Van 
remembers that his father always wore a correct black suit and bowler 
hhat to church on Sundays. 


Church services were held regularly and were well attended. People 
visited afterward and made arrangements for trips to town, to Fish Lake 
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for netting fish in springtime, and other activities. ‘The bachelors were 
surprisingly faithful in attendance too, reaping invitations to Sunday 
dinners with one or another family; especially enjoyed where there was 
a young lady in the household. 


About 1912 the railway went through from Calgary to Stettler via 
Drumheller, Munson, and now it was only twenty miles to town (Munson). 
With a good team it could be made in one day, but usually with heavy 
loads of lumber and so on, two days was more usual. 


The forming of a school district was an important step in the 
progress of the community; and, next to self-preservation, the rural school 
was the district’s chief objectiv-—where their children could be educated 
and where church could be held, and where they could meet together 
on social occasions. 


‘This prime consideration gave rise to the rural school trustees, a 
class of men who laid the foundation of the rural school system, Their 
problems called for great initiative and self reliance. 


‘The district school was the sole possession and the sole preoccupation 
‘of the people, outside their own homes. Anton Peterson and his wife 
put their five children up on the saddle mare, Topsy, and canvassed the 
district for signatures to a petition for a school. The petition was granted 
by the Provincial Government pending vote held at the S. A. Peterson 
homestead. 











First trustees: John Gilbert, Sam Pocklington and S$. A. Peterson. 
The contract was let to builders from Munson. The painters who did the 
school, painted the Peterson house to pay their board. J. C. Trenaman 
hauled materials from Munson with oxen. Soren Peterson hauled school 
furnishings from Gleichen in forty-five degrees below weather. He had 
as a passenger William Barss and his small terrier dog, whose underparts 
and stomach were frozen so badly he had to be destroyed the first day 
of the journey, Both men bore frost scars for some time. Wm. Barss, 
who was a carpenter by trade, operated a hardware store in Delia after 
selling his homestead, He was an avid sportsman and his collection of 
guns was a pleasure to see. 


When the Hand Hills School #2242 was opened, Maggie Fletcher 
taught on a permit and rode horseback to school each day. Miss Thomp- 
son, later Mrs. Sam Pocklington, taught there too. She wrote a book 
about the prairies—“Morning Glory Girl”—said to be based on many of 
her own early experiences. Norman Burke, Baptist Minister, also taught 
school. There was a Miss Coons, a Miss Christianson, Miss Rowan, and 
Rae Lunn from Nova Scotia, who hed been a trained nurse, Her brother, 
Arthur, married Grace Peterson’ in 1924. 





Student Ministers held services from time to time, such as Mr. 
Edwards, a Baptist Minister and Mr. Longmire (about 1913) a Methodist 
Minister. Earlier, about 1908, Wm. Orris, a Baptist student minister and 
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Rev. Kettle held services in the different ranch homes. Rev. Kemp, a 
Methodist minister, served too, but dates are uncertain. 

‘A box social was held in the unfinished home of the Peterson’s to 
help raise funds to buy an organ for church and school use. ‘There was 
a skit, in song. Dad Venus was “father”, Dad Peterson was the: “son”, 
and Ma Peterson was the “mother”. 


Son: Well father I should like to know 
What you intend to do. 
Why don’t you let me have a chance 
To earn some money, too? 
The crops were never better 
And the fruit is stored away, 
And now it's nothing more than fair 
That I should share the pay. 
Or I will be compelled to go 
A little farther West, 
And hunt me up a pretty mate 
And build for her a nest. 











Father: ‘There's time enough to speculate 
Upon your plans for life. 
‘The hair’s just sprouting on your face 
You talk about a wife! 
The height of your ambition 
Seems to be to cut a swell— 
Tm very sure you get your share 
Of what there is to sell. 
It takes a little fortune 
To supply your food and clothes. 
But that is not the only way 
In which the money goes. 
Instead of running with the girls 
To every show and dance— 
Roll up your sleeves and go to work 
And you will find your chance. 












































Mother: Why be so hard upon the boy 
He is our only son. 
You know the work he has to do 
Is always gladly done, 
Perhaps he has his faults, but you 
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May search the world around 
1 don't believe a better boy 
Could anywhere be found. 

So give him some encouragement 
Before it is too late 

And make him here a dwelling 
‘To bring his chosen mate. 

His home will be our shelter 
When our locks are thin and gray 
And blessings will attend us 
‘When at last we pass away. 


All three together: Give the boy a change! 
Give the boy a chance! 
His home will be our shelter 
‘When our locks are thin and gray 
And blessings will attend us 
When at last we pass away. 


When the time came for supper the baskets were put up for auction. 
‘They were gaily decorated, and the younger single men sought to obtain 
one they thought belonged to the teacher, and any other of the single 
young ladies. Ada (Venus) Laverty remembers Mr. Dart buying her box. 
Grace (Peterson) Lunn, who must have been all of seven or eight years 
old, remembers that a young cowboy bought hers and was so disappointed 
at having not obtained an older girl for a supper partner, that he looked 
like he might cry at any moment! Mr. Venus must have been a good 
auctioneer, as one basket brought thirty dollars—a lot of hay in those 
days! 


Another event took place at the Hand Hills school in the very early 
days of World Wer I. It was put on in aid of Red Cross funds and a 
Victory Loan campaign. Guest speaker was Mr. Coughlin of Hanna, The 
high priced basket was made by Mrs. George Campbell of Delia, and 
bought for thirty-five dollars by Mr. A. M. Starratt, manager of the Bank 
of Commerce, Delia. 


Hallowe'en was a time for high jinks and pranks. Imagine the work 
involved in taking a wagon all apart and re-assembling it astride the 
top of Walt Allen's barn. It was quite a task to get it down again too. 


Albert Dawson recalled one Hallowe'en night someone harnessed 
Ole Johnson's cows. When he saw them fitted out thus, he doubted his 
senses and went to a neighbor's place to ask if they thought he was in 
his right mind, or whether he was “seeing things” 
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Two or three young fellows rode down to the Parge brothers ranch 
to see what mischief could be done, but before they got down to business 
the people in the house became aware of them, Hastily they mounted 
and galloped away, but bullets from a rifle rang like bells on a road 
grader’s blade as they raced past! 


Dr. Keith homesteaded a quarter about two miles south of the school 
When Tone Peterson had quinsy, he attended the abscess on the boy's 
neck. There were no doctors available outside of Stettler or Coronation 
Dr. Keith returned to USS. later, having sold his homestead to Arthur 
W. Rowe. 





In mid-December of 1913 the school concert was held as scheduled. 
Mrs. Peterson made the coffee at home and the men folk carried it the 
short distance to the school for lunch. She hated to miss the program, 
since all five of the children had paris in it; but she didn’t want the 
impending sixth to put in an appearance too, so she did her part with 
the coffee supply. Monday morning, the fifteenth, she dispatched her 
husband to fetch Mrs. George Edmunson, who was to stay with her 
during confinement, She hustled the children off to school. She sent 
the oldest to ask Mrs. Phil Courtney to hurry over as she was afraid 
Mrs. Edmunson would be too late. When Ruth was born, Mrs. Courtney 
was doctor, nurse and midwife. George Hall visiting the next day, looked 
in at the newest Peterson and observed, “Looks just like a fish!” 





George Hall, who married Lillian Fennel, lived for a time on the 
Brede place, in the pretty log house there above the spring, NE quarter- 
section 9-30-17, He now lives on Vancouver Island. 


The Peterson children had a pet magpie they kept in a net cage. 
Its toenails were long and sharp, and when the children played with it 
their hands would get scratched wickedly, so Mrs, Edmunson decided 
to trim its nails. At dinnertime the children would not eat any of the 
good stew that had been prepared for them, In vain the good lady coaxed. 
When questioned by their mother later, they declared some of the magpie’s 
toenails had fallen into the pot, unseen by Mrs, Edmunson. She never 
did understand why the usually voracious youngsters had such poor 
appetites that day. They watched fascinated while the grown-ups thor- 
oughly enjoyed their dinner! 


Henry Quaschnicks lived on the quarter section west of the Dawson 
homestead (NW! 5-30-17). There was a small coal mine near there. 
They were good people of German origin, good neighbors to all who 
knew them. 


Anton Peterson bought his first threshing gas engine from them, 
called a Titan, It had large flywheels and an upright metal cylinder that 
looked something like a water tank. It was hauled by horses. 

One day when Van was sent on some errand down to Quaschnick’s 
home, he chanced to be there at dinner time and was, of course, asked to 
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sit in and join them. The youngster was given, among other foods, a 
generous serving of sauerkraut on his plate. He was unable to go the 
smell of it and was so taken by surprise that he left the table abruptly 
and ran home crying; never having seen sauerkraut before, he thought 
they were offering him something that had gone bad. 


‘The whole family was excited one early fall day, when Dad Peterson 
hauled home a brand new threshing outfit. All admired it and it surely 
looked fine sitting out in the yard, with its bright new paint. The next 
morning when the family rose to go about their chores, they saw a heavy 
frost over all. Now how were they going to pay for the nice new machinel 


Another time to remember was when Benson ruptured his appendix 
lifting @ hayrack on or off a wagon, and had to be rushed to the nearest 
hospital (Calgary) by Fred McFadden, who had a new Ford car. The 
boy hovered between life and death for weeks, but finally youth and good 
health prevailed; though he was not strong for some time afterward, 
Some months afterward he left home and went to Eastern Canada where 
he made his way as cook in logging and construction camps; until he 
crossed into U.S. later enlisting in Naval Secret Service, spending many 
years in Haiti, and other Southem Islands. 


He told many grisly tales of native rituals and sacrifices. He became 
fluent in the language, and passed among them readily, learning of many 
things in their culture contrary to the laws being upheld by U.S. After 
leaving the Service he furthered his education in universities there, and 
has for many years operated a School of Marine Engineering in Boston. 
He has a number of textbooks to his credit, and a degree in Dr. of 
Philosophy, as well as Engineering. He hes two sons and one daughter, 
and several grandchildren. 





Van Peterson married Bessie Young, December 24, 1925, and farmed 
$y of 22-30-17. This had previously been farmed by the Williams family. 
Mr. Williams was one of the flu fatalities following the war 1914-18. Just 
across the road to the east lived Omar B. Richardson and family of three 
girls, This is now the home of Karl Bund Jr. 


At a later date Van bought and moved onto the Ole Johnson estate 
(BY, of 3-29-17), working part time and winters in the mines at East 
Coulee until the outbreak of war in 1939, when he enlisted and did 
service in England and Italy, returning as sergeant after peace was 
declared. 





‘After the war the family of two boys and one girl moved with the 
father and mother to a farm near Buck Lake, where James still lives. 
‘Their oldest son, Grover, was fatally injured while operating heavy road 
machinery south of Calgary, at the age of 23. Minnie, married Ray Harper 
and lives in Edmonton. She is a licensed barber and combines her trade 
along with raising an active family of four boys and one git]. 
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Samuel Peterson and his wife live in Calgary. He is a carpenter 
by trade and his wile a steno-typist employed by an insurance company. 


Anton Peterson works in Stoddard, Wisconsin, as a machinist. He 
married Beatrice Vaver in 1926 and they have two daughters. The older 
daughter holds a government position as a social worker, while the 
younger daughter, married to David Peterson, teaches art in Madison, 
Wis., her husband teaching mechanics at the same university. They have 
three children, two boys and one girl. 





Grace Peterson married Arthur Lunn in 1924 and lived in Boston 
for many years, moving to Oregon and later Blaine, Wash., where they 
now reside, They had three daughters, Evangeline, Lois and Charlotte. 
Lois died at the age of 20 years. The others both married and live in 
Los Angeles. 





James married Bertha McKee and they have two boys. After leaving 
the air force where he served in England, he operated a refrigeration 
business in Vancouver for many years, He is now retired and has built 
a home on land once owned by his maternal grandfather, near White 
Rock, B.C., and where grandmother Celia Bennet Huntley is buried. 
One son is at home, the other married and with four children, lives in 
Vancouver. 





Ruth married Richard Fredrick Miles November 10, 1939, and lived 
for some years in Rosedale where Dick was employed as hoist operator 
at the mine. Later they moved to the farm in Hand Hills, spending ten 
years there. They have four children, two boys and twin girls. The family 
moved to Red Deer in 1958 where Dick is employed as steam engineer 
at the Institution for retarded adults known as Deerhome Hospital. Ruth 
trained at Alberta School Hospital, graduating in 1961 and is now 
employed at Deethome Hospital on the nursing staff. The oldest boy, 
Douglas, lives in Edmonton and works in electronics for LB.M., has one 
daughter, Gwen. Douglas married Donna Alder. Second son, Robin, lives 
in Red Deer with his wife and small son, Trent. He married Betty-Lou 
Redel. He is presently a mechanic in a local garage. 








Karen married Sterling Winston MacDonald, and they have a small 
son Richard. They make their home in Edmonton. Sterling works with 
New Holland division of Sperry Rand Go,, at present. 


Clarice works in a government office in Edmonton as clerk steno- 
grapher, Department of Lands and Forests. 


Soren Anton Peterson died in White Rock at the age of eighty-seven. 
Minnie Peterson survives and is presently eighty-cight years of age. 


Mr. Richard Miles, Dick's father, tells this little incident. He built 
the chimney in the Hand Hills Lake Club House and shingled the roof. 
‘There was some controversy about pay for the chimney and the committee 
in charge refused to pay as expected, through some technicality he con- 
sidered not of his doing, Later, after many other jobs were done and 
























































paid for, he let them know that they had paid through the other jobs 
for the one they had refused to pay for earlier! 


THE TOM McBEATH STORY 
warren py Tom McBrart 


In April 1906, my brother Percy, and I landed in the Hand Hills 
with a rancher, Bert Lockwood. He lived on the west side of the Hills 
I think Petersons owned the land later on. 


A little farther on among the hills was a ranch owned by a family 
named Caldwell, The Caldwells had come from the United States to 
Pine Lake, Alberta, They had two sons and two daughters. They later 
on sold out and moved down to the Red Deer River near Poverty Flats; 
then the Taylors took over their old ranch site in the Hills. I think that 
was in 1908. 


When the first world war broke out in 1914, Seymour Taylor 
enlisted and went overseas, He never came back to Canada again, as I 
have been told that he had both feet shot off, and now is living near 
London, England 


Then, getting a little farther around the Hills, was a ranch owned 
by a family by the name of Lamley (the Sam Pocklington place), now 
owned by Fred Courtney, 


‘There was the Bob Shaw ranch, later owned by Jack DuBois, and 
after him by Jack Bell, Alex Gillespie, Hymen Cohen, and now by Gordon 
Ferraby and Norman Dalsto. I neglected to mention the Calhouns who 
lived on the old Taylor place. First they built it up, then sold to Cald- 
wells, and moved to a place in the gap east of Hand Hills Lake. 


Going the other way around the Hills, there was a young fellow 
by the name of George Wills. He had a place to the right of the top 
of Cut-Off Coulee, He was not there very long as he was drowned crossing 
the Red Deer River in June, I think the year was 1909. 


‘The Mason ranch was on the north side of the Hills. In that family 
there were four boys: Doctor Jim, Fred, Hugh and Andrew; and four 
girls: Mrs. Keen, Mrs. Cowan, Mrs, Ed Longmire (Frankie), and Mrs. 
Walter King (Mildred). Jim left the ranch and later graduated as a 
doctor. He came back to the Hills again, and started practicing in Delia, 
later going to Hanna and Stettler for a short time. From there he went 
to Vancouver, and enlisted as a doctor on a boat. He died aboard ship 
on one of his voyages. 

In August 1906 the Jobergs, Herman and Amell, came to the Hills 
with a large herd of cattle and settled on the northeast corner of the 


Hills, I believe Herman took over the ranch from Amell. At one time 
the Jobergs had a coal mine, and a little store in the Cut-Off Coulee. 
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On that side of the Hills there were no more ranches until you came 
to the L, A. Flett ranch, They settled there, I think, in the fall of 1905. 
Les had moved a house there, that he had bought from Frank Newman, 
who lived at a spring which later became the Alf Keay place. 


In the spring of 1906 I landed in the Hills, but I didn’t stay. I went 
back to Red Deer and worked in a sawmill in the summer of 1906. 


My brother's wife and two children arrived in the Hills that year. 
They spent their first winter at a place located on a spring which, later 
‘on, was known as Bob Congdon’s 


Bob came from Stettler to run a store that had been started by 
Matthias and McBrine in 1909. At this store was a post office, and the 
mail was brought from, Stettler once a week. People came from all paris 
of the country to get their mail, and to get food from the store as well. 
The store served a large country up until 1913, when the railroad came 
through from the east. 


There was a post office started in Delia, which was first called 
Highland, The town grew up to be a very nice western town. Les Flett 
built a large livery and feed barn there. The Taylors built another barn 
on the west side of the main street, across from the Crown Lumber Co. 


I think it was the fall of 1913, Mr. and Mrs, Flett and I were away 
on a trip to Saskatchewan, collecting on notes we held against horses 
we had sold the previous summer. We were on our way home when we 
pulled into Alsask. ‘The hotel man said how sorry he was to hear ot 
Les's loss in Delia. Les asked him what he meant by ‘loss’, then he had 
the news broken to him that the barn had burned down. It was a great 
blow for us, as we had not heard anything about it, There was another 
barn built the next spring. 


Well, to go back a few years to the fall of 1906, a prairie fire came 
from the gopher-head district in the north. That fire burned alll the 
range, and a large amount of the hay that had been cut and stacked 
the previous summer. To make things worse for the cattle ranchers, 
one of the coldest and longest winters set in on November 24, 1906. 
Cattle died by the thousands. There were very few of the ranchers who 
had any stock left by spring. 


Millers, who had a ranch on the south end of Hand Hills Lake, lost 
very heavily. Jim Lawson who was feeding Bob Shaw’s cattle got through 
the winter in good shape. He had plenty of everything in the line of feed 
and shelter. 


The spring of 1907 was a blue time for everyone in that country, 
after the winter of the blue snow. 


My brother, Percy, and his family went down to the Red Deer River, 
and started a store in a tent. They used to bring the mail from Gleichen 
and deliver it to Hand Hills, Parr, and Lone Butte, By this time I had 
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come back from Red Deer and went into business with my brother, We 
got a post office established in an old log house we had got from David 
Glass. He had gone back to England to live. The post office was called 
‘Dorothy’ and I think it is still there. 


I went up to the Hills and homesteaded the EY 30-29-16, not far 
from the Flett Ranch, which was more of a home to me than my own 
home. I will never forget the kindnesses shown me by the Flett family, and 
Lorne McDonald and his father. I watched the children grow up, and I 
still have the same feeling for them that I had in those days. We had 
some happy times around the FY. 


In the summer of 1906, two brothers, Philip and Frank Courtney 
located in the Hand Hills. Their home ranch was at Cluny. They come 
into the Hills before a survey had been made, There was another piece 
of land squatted by Chan Gowan, In later years he was found dead in 
his bed. Chan rode an old gray horse, which was a very gentle, quiet 
animal. 


After the country was surveyed into sections, the settlers started to 
come in. Among the first settlers that I can remember were the Broadbents 
—Tom and Harry; then the Venus’s, Peterson’s, Ole Johnson, and Trena- 
man, who lived next to the Hand Hills School. George and Tom Morrison; 
John and Charlie Gilbert, who settled on W'/, 30-29-16, and the Anderson 
brothers, who came into the Hills from Shepard—Anton, Martin and 
Harry. 


We lived and farmed in that country. We had good times, and bad 
times, but we were happy with very little to go on. 


I came down to Ontario during the first World War, and met a girl, 
Anne L. White, and on October 10, 1917, we were married in Delia, at 
the home of my brother J. P. McBeath. Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Flett were 
our attendants. Our first boy was born August 25, 1918. That was the 
year the Spanish flu took so many lives. Our second boy was born in 
Hanna, July 4, 1925. Both boys went to Hand Hills School. The oldest, 
Jack, was a pilot in the second war. He is now living in Calgary. Wilson, 
the second boy was an instructor in the army. He now has @ business 
in Ingersoll, Ontario, where we live at the present time, 


THE JOBERG STORY 
MEMOIRS OF Manes, Burcess JonEnc 


I, Mabel Burgess Joberg, was born in Heber City, Utah, of English 
parentage. My grandfather came from Chestershire, England, to the United 
States as a young man, and settled in, or near, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
My grandmother's people, the Hartwells, also came from England in 1712, 
and settled in Concord, Mass., in the New England States. My mother’s 
name was Oaks. They came from Southern Ontario; and I knew Grand- 
mother Oaks very well. They moved to the United States, and brought 
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with them large timber contracts and developed a large sawmill in the 
mountains above Ashley Valley, Utah, 


My sister, Sara DuBois, came to Canada in 1903 with her husband, 
Jack DuBois, and his three young children by a former marriage. They 
‘came from Colorado, where they were married. The children were near 
my age and had some schooling. My sister and brother-in-law asked me to 
come and teach them, although I was not a qualified teacher; I did so, 
but mainly for my health. My sister’s own two boys were then four 
years, and one and one-half, A daughter was born later. 





1 arrived in Canada in 1909 and was met at Gleichen by my brother- 
in-law. He had a team and a sleigh full of buffalo robes and a foot 
warmer, which amazed me, as I was not used to such cold weather. 


We stayed overnight at the old Lawson Ranch (about five miles 
northwest of Hussar). My sister’s step-daughter and I played cards with 
the Lawson boys and had an enjoyable evening. 


I shall never forget how kind and thoughtful Mrs. Lawson was, and 
she made us very welcome. I should have liked meeting her again, but 
the distance was so great, and travelling hard, so I never saw her again. 


The next day we proceeded toward the DuBois Ranch, At noon we 
stopped to rest and have a meal at the McBeath Ranch. By the way, the 
McBeath Ranch was where Dorothy is nov, on the Red Deer River. 
Mr. McBeath was justice of the peace, merchant, and rancher, and also, 
later on, had a post office. He carried the mail to the post office at Bob 
Congdon’s Store in the Hand Hills. 








Here let us add a note of explanation; Matthias and McBrine had a 
store in Stettler. E. H. Matthias, who brought the mail from Stettler, was 
the first postmaster at the Hand Hills Post Office. This Post Office was 
established April 1, 1909, on the Robert Congdon place. Jack Grewer had 
a blacksmith shop there, also, although he homesteaded NY 23-30-17-W4. 
When the Hand Hills Post Office was moved to the George B. Mon 
homestead in 1912, Mr, Grewer also moved his blacksmith shop. He 
continued his work of sharpening plough shares, and general blacksmith- 
ing; as well as complying with his homestead duties 








‘There were just ranches in those days. The DuBois Ranch was sold 
to Jack F. DuBois by R. L. Shaw, who was at that time a Member of 
Parliament. Their lease extended from the top of the Hill to the west end 
of Fish Lake. On the south was the Reed Lease. The Kelly's were on 
Fish Lake, and McLean’s northeast of the Lake. Miller's were on the 
south part of the Hand Hills Lake, and Flett’s lived where Orval lives now, 
NE 32-29-16-W4. 

On the northern side were Joberg's, and Mason's. East of Joberg’s, 
near Watts, were Jim and Ed Parker who, later took their cattle north- 
east. South’ were Gowan’s on the Bull Pound, which was owned by 
brothers Dr. Gowan, George, and Chan of Denver, Colorado. 
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South of Gowan’s was the old Ogilvie Ranch owned by Jack Ogilvie, 
nephew of the owner of the Ogilvie Milling Company. Young Jack spent 
his summer vacations there. Clapsaddle, their foreman, and young Jack 
used to ride for their stray stock, as everyone did, sometimes as far as 
Caldwell’s and Wright's on the River. Big Bill Caldwell, in later years, 
rode in parades at the Calgary Stampedes. 





In those days it was customary for ranchers to stop for a meal when 
near a dwelling at mealtime; and my sister served many a meal. Sara 
ordered her groceries from Stettler, and sent a four-horse team and wagon 
or sleigh to get them. If she needed something in a hurry she drove with 
fa team and buggy to the Congdon Store; and picked up the mail as well. 
Previous to that the cowboys rode to the River, or Dorothy, for our mail, 
or brought it to us as they were riding by. 


Closer to DuBois’s were McMurray’s with Willard Marriott as one 
of the ranch hands, He was called “Fireguard” because of the heavy fiery 
beard which covered most of his face, In later years he had a contract 
with the C.P.R. to plough the fireguard from what is now Centre Street, 
and Ninth Avenue East, in Calgary, to the Red Deer River. Number 
One Highway now follows the old fireguard for thirty-five miles, or more. 


‘On the west and north were the Taylors—Bracy and Seymour; and 
about three miles northwest of DuBois’s were the Dodd Brothers—Emie 
and Herb. At the gravel pit was the Brede Horse Ranch; and northwest 
the Savage Brothers, on Michichi Creek. 


‘The dipping vat was close to the Taylor Ranch. Cowboys drove the 
catile into a vat of strong sulphur solution, which was supposed to kill 
lice and mange. The ranchers came from near and far for the occasion, 
bringing herds of cattle. 


Each rancher used what land he needed to run his cattle. Later this 
land was surveyed by the government for homesteading. In 1908 and 
1909 settlers came in to apply for their homesteads and kept on coming 
for several years. Some left later on and some are there today. 


I met my future brother-in-law, Amell, in an odd way. I was at my 
sister’s scrubbing the floor of an ante-room off the kitchen. This room was 
used in summer as a men’s wash-room, and in the winter for the heavy 
outdoor clothing. Someone at the open door remarked, “Give her a few 
licks for me”. I was so startled it took me a minute or two before I asked 
him in. That was Amell Joberg. 

His brother, Herman, then started to visit us, and came frequently. 
My sister approved of our marriage on October 27, 1909, in a new home 
he had built. Our first baby was born in 1911 and died six weeks later. 
Our second baby boy died as well. 

Amell and Herman came to the Hand Hills in 1906 and 1907 with 
three hundred head of cattle. They drove them across country to the 
Bow River while it was in flood. One of the cowboys, on a saddle horse, 
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plunged into the river, chaps and all. Lariats were thrown to him, but the 
Current was so strong it carried him away. He was only nineteen years old. 


When the body was recovered the boys went to the little Indian 
‘Trading Post at Blackfoot Crossing, owned by Frank Courtney, where 
they bought a three and one-half point Indian blanket in which to wrap 
the body for burial. (A few years later we had the Courtneys as our 
near neighbors. Phil Courtney homesteaded directly west of us, and 
Frank's homestead was south, and west a couple of miles.) 


“They camped on the bank of the Bow until the river became normal. 
‘The Indians crossed the cattle on the river, to the other side in exchange 
for a cow, which they barbecued on the spot, 


‘Amell and Herman arrived in the Hand Hills in the summer, and put 
up hay, and built a shed for the cattle. Unfortunately, they lost most of 
them during the cold, hard winter; and those not dead were badly crippled. 


‘They settled on what was known in later times as the Joberg Place. 
Amell already had one homestead, and couldn’t file on another, so 
Herman took this one in 1908, and acquired more land as time went by. 
He bought his pre-emption in 1912. Mason’s, who lived north of us, 
were our closest neighbors, and always our very good friends. 


My brother-in-law, A. F. Joberg, had a store at the mine before the 
railroad came in, around 1913, Freight was hauled in from Stettler, and 
later on, from Munson. The store burned down around 1914 or so, and 
he received only half of the worth of the goods. He didn’t bother with 
the store or the mine after the fire, and sold his lease to the Marshalls. 
He took his family to South Dakota, and later to southern California. 








‘Amell kept the miners, and boarded them, with the help of a Chinese 
cook with a long queue. Jo Curo worked for him, and liked pie so well 
he would steal it from the cookhouse while the cook was out for a walk. 
‘Alter many complaints the Chinese cook finally caught him in the act, 
and chased Jo with a large carving knife up the side of the hill. Jo was 
twice the size of the cook, but still a very frightened man. 





Herman worked for Amell at the mine and saved money enough to 
start farming, acquiring cattle and land once again. He always liked 
ranching best, and that was the reason for the two brothers originally 
coming to the Hand Hills. 


Francis Courtney was eight years old when I first met him. He was 
going swimming in the creck which ran through Mr. Peterson’s land, now 
‘owned by Val Gobel. Someone had seen the boys and told them they 
must have suitable clothing. I was visiting Mrs. Courtney while she was 
making him a swim suit out of flour sacks. She made it, and 1 sewed the 
buttons on. Maybe Francis will not remember, but I do. 





At this time we had quite a few children in our valley to attend a 
school, so one was built in 1911 with Maggie Fletcher, now Mrs, Walter 
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Eddleston, as the first teacher. Mr. Peterson, Mr. Venus and Mr. Courtney 
were trustees. Mr. Harry Broadbent gave enough land for the school and 
grounds, 


Some of the children from the district who attended the Hand Hills 
School during the early years were three Venuses, two McFaddens, five 
Petersons, one Morrison, two Masons, three Courtneys, one Keith and 
two Gilberts. My sister's two boys attended also for a short time 


The school room was large, and served as a meeting place for every- 
thing from church to dances, debates, suppers, and Christmas conceris. 
Mr. Venus was always Santa Claus at the Christmas concert, and was 
@ very good one; later Herman was Santa. The school burned down in 
1938 ‘and that seemed to end our happy times at the schoolhouse. One 
of our friends said the school was bumed to get him out of grade four. 


The Hillview schoolhouse was brought in from its location east of 
Delia, but it never seemed to be the centre anymore. The Club House 
was, by then, a better place to dance and hold meetings, whist drives, 
and other forms of entertainment. A church was built across from the 
old Shoults place—one-half mile west, and two miles north of the Club 
House, and probably is functioning still. 


T am getting ahead of myself now. 


We were very happy to have the railroad through in 1913, when Delia 
and Craigmyle were built. Both had different names at that time, Delia 
was Highland, and Craigmyle, Lillico. They were early day post offices, 
and the names were changed by railroad officials. Hanna wes named after 
an official, Delia was our town, but when roads were built we were cut 
off from the main road. The distance to Delia, the long way around, was 
thirteen to fourteen miles, and only nine to Craigmyle, so we changed 
our address to the latter town. 





They were both good towns, but dentists and doctors were scarce in 
the west. Each town had two banks, two livery stables, two or three stores, 
two restaurants, also a hotel in 1917. 


L. A. Flett owned one of the livery stables. Mrs. Flett drove to Delia 
very often with a pair of matched buckskins, to keep books for her 
husband. Delia had two disastrous fires, and then it began to deteriorate 
but now it is slowly building up again. 





When war was declared in 1914 many of our boys from the Hand 
Hills joined up. When Mrs, Venus had a party for them, Claude Almond 
lay in a bedroom most of the night very ill from the inoculations the 
boys were given. Some of the boys who joined were Claude Almond, John 
and Oscar Peet, Roy Lindsay, and Harry Taylor, 





Mr. Brede was recalled to Germany, as he had been a German officer. 
Instead, he left for Mexico and went deep into the mountains. He later 
sent for his wife and two sons. He had built a nice log house below the 
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hill where the spring was; and Mr. and Mrs. Almond lived there for a 
while after they came back from the east. 


We made a trip back to Utah in 1914 to visit both our parents; and 
returned home to find everyone engaged in the war effort, trying to do 
their share. We had parties and dances to raise money for the Red Cross. 


Our first Hand Hills Stampede, in aid of the Red Cross, was held 
at Miller’s Ranch, in 1917, when a young man was drowned in Hand 
Hills Lake, Mrs. Ernest Pearson, who now lives in Drumheller, made a 
number of dives in the water to rescue him, but, in spite of all efforts, 
he couldn't be revived. Mrs. Pearson had been a mistress of a swimming 
school in London before coming to Canada. 


Dr. Lawson, from South Africa, homesteaded and lived in the Hand 
Hills for some time. He attended me when Ellis was born in 1916, and 
my other two sons before him. My sister invited Dr. Lawson, his wife 
and daughter, also Mr. and Mrs. Blair and five-year-old Betty, for a 
meal when they arrived in 1909. They had been camping and appreciated 
‘a good dinner. They were her neighbors from then until they left. 


Lillico (Craigmyle) had a great picnic, with people coming from 
far and near. Dr. Lawson, dressed in beautiful white flannels, drove a 
team to this particular picnic. He got about two miles north of our place 
when the buggy went into a soap-hole or quicksand. Some farmer helped 
him out, but by then his appearance was completely ruined; nevertheless, 
he came along to the picnic, refreshed himself and got some of the mud 
removed and was none the worse for the experience, 


During these years we had a very good baseball team in the Hand 
Hills. They won many games from teams in Hanna, Drumbeller, Wayne, 
Delia, and Munson, These towns had very good teams also. George Venus 
was captain and catcher; Bert Keith, pitcher; Herman Short, first base; 
Herman Joberg, second base; Fred McFadden, third base; and Max Keith, 
shortstop. I can’t remember who played the field. Most of the boys came 
here from the States where they had played baseball before 


T have neglected to mention one of our early neighbors, who was a 
regular visitor to everybody. He was a cripple, and light-fingered to say 
the least. He would pick up small things from eggs to barbed wire. People 
liked to give him a meal, but wondered what would be missing when he 
left. 


One day Herman saw him coming and they went to the barn where 
he hung his coat. They came to the house for dinner which was all on the 
table. Herman made an excuse to go back to the bam and found he 
had slipped a dozen or so eggs in his coat pocket. He used a board and 
smashed the eggs in the pocket and came in to dinner. We gave him 
lots of exgs, potatoes, vegetables, and other food but he just couldn't help 
doing what he did, He was a neighborhood character and ended his days 
with a stroke and froze to death. 
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In 1918 the “flu epidemic” was upon us, and everyone was terrified. 
Mrs. Hugh Mason nursed her husband back to normal when he was 
almost gone. Delia was filled with tents to accommodate the sick, many 
‘of whom died. One from our district was Herman Short, who was 
engaged to a local girl at that time. 


Many people were kept busy nursing the sick, and burying the 
deed. Hospitals, churches, and all public buildings were taken over for 
the stricken. This didn't last too long but the boys were coming back 
from the war, some to die of the flu, 


Oscar Peet was killed in the first’ part of the war, as were others 
from around Delia; while some came home gassed, or wounded, which 
affected them the rest of their lives. Harry Taylor was a stretcher-bearer, 
and Roy Lindsay still has shrapnel in his chest 








Claude Almond arrived back from the east with a pretty bride. Many 
boys brought English girls back with them, as they did in the Second War. 


The following years progressed more normally. 


‘The second Hand Hills Stampede was again held at the Miller Ranch. 
‘There were very few cars at that time; the horse and buggy was the 
main means of transportation, 


Everyone worked for the Red Cross, and the ladies of the church 
donated their services. The community spirit was fantastic! The Club 
House was built and everyone worked and donated towards that, too. 
Mr. H. McDonald and Lorne McDonald, Sr., worked without stopping 
as carpenters, until it was finished. Everything in the line of entertainment 
was held there including hockey, curling, and roller skating. The Ladies 
Aid served the coffee and refreshments. Special mention should be made 
of the untiring efforts of Mrs. Flett, Mrs. McDonald, Mrs, White, Mrs. 
Benedict, Mrs. Miller, and Mrs. Peacock. 


Milligans bought the Dartt place and came to live as our neighbors 
Our children went to school together, and played with each other. The 
schoolhouse activities were such good fun! Everyone knew each other. 
The school teacher organized the picnics, and baseball was a big feature. 
At our last school pienic Bruce Allen arrived without his wife. Someone 
asked where his wife was, and he said, “I couldn't get her started”, Mrs. 
Peet, of all people, spoke up with, “Try Texaco!” She was quite prim, and 
so nice, and this coming from her was unexpected. Everyone laughed 
a lot at her reply. Ada and Claude started throwing water, and soaked 
each other, chasing all over the grounds, That day ended with a violent 
thunder storm; so we all went home with many happy memories 


As I near the end of this narrative, a few accidents, or near accidents, 
come to my mind. 


One day when I was driving a team to the A. F. Joberg store a 
young colt bolted. I lost my hat and was sitting in the bottom of the 
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buggy when Hugh Mason and a helper, who were building a fence, 
caught the horse and retrieved my hat. I was badly shaken and trembling 
to think what could have happened had I not hed help. 


‘Another time Herman and I were on our way to the store when 
a snake came between the horses. I threw the lines up in the air when 
the horses started acting up, as I was driving, but Herman recovered them, 
and was able to control the team, so once again luck was with us . 


‘Around 1935 Herman and Mr. Milligan were digging coal in, the 
Willow Creck Coulee. This coal could be had for the digging, which 
helped in those hard years. They were asleep for the night (they thought) 
in their camp, when a herd of wild horses ran over them and up into 
the coulee. The men were not hurt, as the horses jumped over them, 
but their camp was completely ruined. Sleep had now left them, so they 
headed for home. 


In the early 1930s Wilson McBeath, who is now an undertaker in 
Ingersoll, Ontario, went with his father to dig coal in the same area. 
Wilson was playing while his father dug under a ledge. The ledge fell 
and buried the father up to his neck. The boy walked nine miles for 
help and no one was home, so he walked another three or four miles. 
Mr. McBeath was taken to the hospital where the doctor found he hat 
some broken bones, so after two or three months he retumed home, to 
pack and move to Ingersoll, Ontario. 











The Second World War was upon us. Ellis joined the R.C.AJ and 
became an instructor in flight engineering. Hazel married a boy in the 
RCAF, also an instructor in radio and wireless. Neither went overseas 


but both trained many boys who did go overseas. 


While in the Hand Hills we had acquired fourteen hundred acres 
of land and we farmed and raised cattle until we left there. 


We bought a home here in Vancouver and have made a few friends. 
We went to the United Church until I hurt my neck and back and since 
then I haven't been very active. 





We moved from the Hand Hills with great regrets. It seemed I left 
my life behind me. 
Bd. Note by Mrs. F. C, Courtney: 


It would appear from the foregoing history that Mr. and Mrs. 
Joberg considered themselves only as residents of the Hand Hills district — 
but they were much more, and their individual contributions are well 
worth mentioning, 

Mr, Joberg was president of the Hand Hills Club House and 
Stampede for more than twenty years. He was councillor for the M.D. 
of Michichi 277 for several terms, a trustee on the local school board, 
and president of the Mutual Telephone Company. 
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Herman played the trumpet in the Delia (Highland) Band, and 
the accordion at the schoolhouse dances. His rendition of “Over the 
Waves” was always a favorite at these dances, 


In the sports department he was very active; became popular as a 
baseball umpire. He was constantly in demand to officiate at sports day 
tournaments, games at the school picnics, as well as at regular league games, 


‘The paying customers got extra value for their money at some of these 
games for as well as being an excellent umpire, Herman put on quite a 
show for the spectators. I a ball touched him, or even came close, he 
acted like he was really injured. His anties were so convincing thay he 
Gould actually have been hurt without anyone knowing for sure. ‘Thinking 
back—it would have been a terrible thing if he really had a brokes 
limb, and everyone stood by laughing. 


Mrs. Joberg also was keenly interested in the life of the community, 
taking part in the activities of the Ladies’ Club, the church groups, ete 
She could always be depended upon to work a good long shift in the 
refreshment booth on stampede day. She was untiring in her work foc 
the Red Cross; and was always willing to add her contribution towarde 
making a success of concerts, plays, picnics, and dances. In fact, it was 
Mrs. Joberg who taught many of the young fellows of the district to 
dance. She, like her husband, was also a sports enthusiast 


Jt could also be added that, in time of need, one could always depend 
on both Mr. and Mrs. Joberg to help in any way possible. In short’ the 
Jobergs were really good neighbors and their departure from our com. 
munity was keenly felt. 


MR. AND MRS. ALBERT (BERT) DAWSON 


ay Dororny Exst: Dawson Limpert, Dicemper 1967 


My Father and Mother came to the Hand Hills region in the year 
1910, ‘Their background was Eastem Canada, where they had been 
married in 1904 near Collingwood, Ontario; farming there for four 
years, Originally the Dawsons were of English stock, Dad coming to 
Canada with his parents about 1885 when he was only two years old, 
An uncle of Dad’s, John, being the elder son, succeeded to the Dawson, 
estate, so Dad's father, Frederick, as was customary in those days, “went 
out into the world to seck his fortune”. Mother's folks, the Pentlande, 
Were Scots, who later migrated to Ireland, whose history has been traced 
back over seven hundred years to the landed gentry of those days. As 
a child I can remember Dad, always an incorrigible tease, teasing Mother 
about “those horse-stealing Pentland relations” of hers, and I was always 
greatly incensed that her only answer was a cakn smile! But when f 
Brew older and read the “Pentland Family History”, I learned why she 
could afford just to smile. 
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To go back to the early days of their marriage, Dad had the 
magnificent sum of one hundred and fifteen dollars when he married— 
obtained from the sale of his “courting” horses! He and George Hall— 
‘a cousin of Mother's, who years later married Lillian Fennell, a sister 
of John Fennell of Delia—worked in the woods in the winter making 
two dollars and twenty-five cents on a good day. Edith and Emma were 
born here near Collingwood. 


However, the lure of the west called, so they sold what stock they 
had accumulated and moved to Manitoba, but did not stay over a year, 
as the huge threshing crews were “killing” on a woman, Hence, further 
west they moved, taking horses for a neighbor to his place at Sunnyslope, 
Alberta, where they lived and where Mary was born, till Dad had a 
chance to look around and get land of his own in the Hand Hills area. 
While at Sunnyslope he put up hay for Pat Bums for two dollars a ton 
to get money to buy six cows to take to the homestead. 


The years in “The Hills”, four, I believe, were typical of pioneer 
days with hardships—but wonderful fellowship—and neighbors. Twas 
born in The Hills one September day when Dad was haying. He sent 
Edith, who'd be about six years old at the time, over the hills to bring 
a Mrs. Quaschnick, a midwife, to assist at the birth. (Relatives of hers 
still live near Hanna). And Ada Venus (Mrs. Dan Laverty), then in her 
very early teens, walked over two miles each day to help Mother until 
she was on her feet again. (Our homestead was west of Francis Court- 
ney’s corner. We've had family picnics there in recent years—with the 
kind permission of the present owner, Lawrence Morton.) 


Names of neighbors I remember hearing of were the Masons, the 
Petersons, the Becks, the Taylors, the Pets, the Courtneys, the Morrisons, 
the Smiths, the Jobergs, the Venuses, the Richardsons, the McFaddens, 
the Almonds, and the Shorts. A Mrs. Sam Pocklington (whose husband 
was later in partnership with Bracey Norton-Taylor in operating the 
livery barn across from the Crown Lumber Hardware in Delia) wrote a 
book entitled “Morning Glory Girl” which graphically described life at 
that time: the church on Sundays at Hand Hills School, the Literary 
Society, the Box Socials, the Ladies’ Aid meeting in the homes, the 
Christmas Concerts, ete. 


My sisters say that they'd often waken to find themselves sleeping 
sideways in the bed—having been moved in the night to make room 
for some visitors! Once, during a runaway, Mary was dropped gently 
into the grass at the side of the road, till Dad got the team under control. 
‘Another time in the winter when the sleigh upset in deep snow, Mother 
discovered, when we arrived at our destination, and I was unbundled, 
that she had been carefully holding me upside down! 


In order to give his family of four girls an education Dad decided 
to move to town where he was engaged as a grain buyer for approximately 
thirty-five years; also being an agent for the Imperial Oil in later years. 
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Thelma was born in Delia, as were two little sons: Albert who died in 


his fourth year, of scarlet fever, and George, who died in infancy. 


Mother suffered a stroke early in 1935 and was semi-paralyzed for 
nearly seventeen years, until her death in November, 1951. (They had 
retired to Calgary in the fall of 1947.) Dad then moved to White Rock, 
B.C, where we often visited him until his death in February, 1961. They 
left a heritage of wonderful family life to their daughters whose lives are 
still closely knit, and who manage a family gathering once or twice a year. 


‘Their present locations and families are as follows: 


I. 


IL 


IL, 


IV. 


v. 


Edith married Albert Poland (reside in ‘Trochu) 


A. Betty married William Craig (reside in Calgary) 


1, Jacqueline, 2. Tom, 3. Colin (deceased) 4. Gerry 
Gay, 5. Kathy, 6. Joyce 





B. Jack married Sheila Pinkham (reside in Calgary) 
1. Danny, 2. Cheryl, 3. Lee 


C. Gerry married Dor 
1. Michael, 2. Patri 





McCann (reside in Calgary) 
- Douglas 








Emma married William Spady (reside in Drumheller) 


A. Leslie married Murray Turnbull (reside in Medicine 
Hat) 1. Christopher 


B. Donald (attending University of Edmonton) 


Mary married Clayton Hicks (reside in Saskatoon) 

‘A. Jean (resides in Calgary) 

B. Bob married Bernice Kornelson (attending University 
at Eugene, Oregon) 

Dorothy married Buckley Limpert (reside in Delia) 

A. Byrne married Irene Wharran (reside in Three Hills) 

B. Penny (Pentland) 

C. Bonnie 

‘Thelma married William McChesney (reside in Calgary) 


A. Noel married Brenda Tupper (reside in Edmonton) 
1. Shelley, 2. Charlynn 


B, Joyce married Guy Sexsmith (reside in Vancouver) 
1. Terri 
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The Pioncers—All they left to us was a heritage of courage and a 
vision of tomorrow—that has been enough, 





The Dawson family—Top: Bert Dawson, holding Thelma. Bottom: Edith, Emma, 
Mary, Dorothy and Mrs. Dawson 


ANDREW H. GRANT 


‘Andrew Grant, a cousin of Mrs. George Innes, came to the Hand 
Hills district in about 1919, from Ponteix, Saskatchewan. In a year or 
two he bought the SEY, 26-29-17 from the Hudson Bay and broke up 
the land with horses. He rented the Bruce Allen land for several years, 
and produced some good grain. 


‘Andrew was a very good farmer, a hard worker, and a good neighbor. 
He sold his land to Harry Broadbent and bought and rented some land 
northwest of Delia. 
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Not long after moving north of Delia he returned to Birtle, Manitoba 
and got married, The Grants continued to farm very successfully north 
of Delia for a number of years, Several years ago they had a sale and 
moved to Haney, B.C., where they retired 


Mr. Grant was active in community affairs, He was a leader in 
the north 4-H Club for several years, and was able to give some very 
valuable information to his Club members. He also took a keen interest 
in the Farmer's Store of Delia, and other community affairs 


‘The Grants were good, solid citizens, and our loss becomes an asset 
to the Haney district. 


THE COURTNEY STORY 
ay Francis Courtney 


Frank and Phillip Courtney were bom in a little log cabin in a 
clearing near Wauconda, Illinois, in 1860 and 1865 respectively. Their 
parents, the Courtneys and the Corkins, were from families who had 
left Ireland in 1846, the year of the great potato famine when thousands 
died of starvation, and hundreds of thousands emigrated to America. 


Having had their fill of clearing land of dense oak and hickory trees, 
they decided as young men to go west. 


Frank worked on ranches in the early days, and also bought and 
sold horses. He hauled supplies to construction camps during the building 
of the Oregon Short Line. 


Phil went west and worked for the Union Pacific Railway for nine 
years at North Platte, Kearney, Grand Island, and finally, out of the 
dispatch office in Omaha, Nebraska. 


‘The typhoid epidemic in 1898 nearly claimed the lives of both these 
men and, on recovering, followed their doctor's orders to go to a higher 
and drier climate. 


On July 11, 1900, Phil married Madeline Harriet Fairchild of Grand 
Island, Nebraska, where they lived for two and one-half years. Prior to 
her marriage, Maude (Madeline) had worked for seven years in the 
glove and silks department of Martin Brothers Department Store in Grand 
Island, 


Iwas born July 14, 1902. It was in July of the same year that Frank 
came to western Canada looking for a cattle and horse location. After 
two months of looking around from Winnipeg west to Medicine Hat, 
he bought the little Indian trading post at the Blackfoot Crossing, Mile 
783, Siding 13, N.W.T., eight miles east of Gleichen Siding No. 14. 
(Sidings in these days were set up and numbered west from the nearest 
divisional point, in this ease Medicine Hat.) 
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During the fall of 1902 Frank and Phil assembled a few settlers effects 
to bring west the following spring, 


On Easter Sunday, 1903, my mother and I, age nine months, together 
with Pat Corkin, my father’s uncle, arrived at what was to be our home 
for the next seven years. We were let off the train at the iron gate at 
the Blackfoot Crossing, two hundred yards south of the old trading post. 
‘That night my father and his carload of effects arrived at the siding 
one and one-quarter miles west (now Cluny). 


Frank came west later that spring, and stayed for two weeks, then 
returned to Illinois and Nebraska to make more money to help stock 
the place with horses and cattle. 


It can be noted here that it must have been quite a trying experience 
for my mother, a city woman, coming to what must have seemed to her 
the end of civilization, and among Indians. 





‘The Roman Catholic Mission for the South Camp was situated on 
the Bow River about two and one-half miles southwest of our new home. 
‘The Sisters at the Mission were very kind and helpful. Phil's sister lived 
two miles to the northwest, the Telfords, five miles farther northwest, 

ck Clark, ten miles northeast, up the Crowfoot Creek, and John Clark 
. and two sons four miles southeast, so there were no really close 


neighbors. 





Many of the oldtimers from the Red Deer River around what is now 
Finnegan and Trefoil used to stop on their way to Gleichen for supplies. 
Some of the more familiar names are Billy Hyde, Jack Ogilvie, John 
Finnegan, Bill Nealy, and David Glass and Bryson Bunny, of Dorothy. 
‘The N.W.M.P. also made an occasional friendly call. 


During the early years many of the Blackfoot Indians moved north 
to hunt and some used to put up hay around what is now Big Valley, 
and Stettler, for Pat Burns, When they returned they told my parents 
many stories of the lush hay lands, springs and shelter. Mention was 
made of the Hand Hills. (Ki°Ki®pe, Hand Hills, in Blackfoot. The little 
circles are pronounced as “h”.) 


On March 2, 1906, when Geraldine was born, there was no hospital, 
but the Sisters of Providence at the Mission were very helpful and kind. 
Geraldine was named “Clarissa” after the Sister Superior. 


In the early summer of 1906 Frank and Phil took a team and 
democrat and a saddle horse, and started out in search of the Hand Hills, 
and further northeast. They camped overnight of the northeast side of 
the Watts flats, and were nearly devoured by mosquitoes. 


Returning to the southwest, they spent two days looking around 
on the top of the Hand Hills. They returned to Cluny by way of the 
Baxter Reed, or Thumb Hill Ranch. When they forded the river they 
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again met David Glass, upon whose ranch the hamlet of Dorothy now 
stands, 


The hard winter of 1906-07 intervened, and they were unable to 
retum, to the Hills until 1908, By then, the land had been surveyed 
into townships—and now—to find the survey stakes, The first one they 
found was on the northeast corner of the N.E. 36-29-17. A few iron 
survey pins had been lost in the grass and the grass had covered them, 
which had put the compass out of balance. After half an hour searching 
they found the pins, and they then started surveying on their own. A 
red bandana was tied to the rear democrat wheel. Dad counted the 
revolutions while Uncle Frank drove west. Coming over the hill they 
figured that the township line would run through the gap and Mother's 
Mountain (the second finger of the hand). They placed their marks 
and returned to Cluny. 





Later in the fall they went to Gleichen where they bought lumber 
for two shacks; they returned to the Hills and erected them. A survey 
party under the supervision of a Mr. Fairchild was camped at the 
southwest comer of the S.W. 14-30-17 by a little spring where later 
Claude Almond built his first homestead shack. 


Both Dad and Uncle Frank filed with the surveyor, and went to 
Calgary and completed their application with the Dominion Land Office 
on December 18, 1908, 


During the Inte summer, or fall of 1909, they returned again with 
lumber and built our first house, sixteen by twenty-four, and a sitxeen 
by twenty-four barn on NW 2-30-17, also a barn for Uncle Frank on 
the NE 33-29-17. They brought with them a carpenter from Cluny by 
the name of Joe Boisvert, and also had help from a homesteader, John 
Liddle. 


The E. L. Venus family had arrived from Boston the year before, so 
Dad Venus, George Venus, and Herman Short also had a hand in the 
building. Many a fine supper was prepared by Mrs. Venus for the hungry 
crew. 


Settlers now were starting to come into the country. On May 31, 
1910, our family arrived in the Hand Hills with what few effects we 
had ( a piano for one thing). Next morning the ground was covered with 
snow. 


‘Towards the end of July permission was granted to form the Hand 
Hills School District, No. 2242. 

My youngest sister, Helen, was born during a blizzard with the 
assistance of Mrs, Venus and Dr. E. H. Lawson. 

The first year we were in the Hand Hills taxes were two dollars 
a quarter, now in 1968 the taxes on the same land are two hundred 
dollars, or more. 
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Progress was ever on the move—more land was broken up, and 
larger crops were grown. Then came World War One. 

In 1917 the Hand Hills Telephone Company was formed and a 
single wire line was built. 

In 1925 I married a young school teacher, Frances Wall, from 
Macleod (now Fort Macleod). Her family had come from Wisconsin, 
‘USS.A. in about 1906 and settled at Macleod. They moved to Arrowwood, 
and lived there for a few years and then returned to Macleod. 

We have three children: Mary Frances, William Joseph, and Frederick 
Owen, Mary married Eric Hansen, of Carstairs, and they are now living 
at Richdale. They have three boys: Cal, Ken and Tom 

Bill married Marion Sloan of Delia. They live on the former W. B. 
Smith place. They have seven children: Billy Jr, Kathy, David, Lorrie, 
Leigh-Ann, Teresa and Joyce. 

Fred married the youngest Flett girl, Ilene, and they are living on 
the former Roy Lindsay homestead. They have three children: Jerry, Shelley 
and Vanda. 

My sister, Geraldine graduated from the General Hospital in Edmon- 
ton, and followed the nursing profession for a number of years. She 
married Val Gobel and they bought the S.A. Peterson place where they 
are now living. 

Helen followed the teaching profession for a number of years, and 
is now a supervisor in the Correspondence Branch, Department of Educa- 
tion, Edmonton. 

Our father was killed in a haying accident on August 12, 1949, and 
mother passed away in the Drumheller Hospital, July 13, 1959. 

‘They left with all of us many pleasant memories and they helped 
to make our community a better one in which to live. 


THE BROADBENT STORY 


‘The Dad, J. S, Broadbent, and four sons Tom, Fred, Harry and Hugh, 
‘came to homestead in approximately 1907 or earlier. 


To measure their land they tied @ rope to a wheel and counted the 
revolutions it made. When the surveyors came one dugout was in the 
road allowance. 

It was told that they built dugouts on their respective quarters 
One dugout was so low they had to get down on their hands and knees 
to crawl in. It was very cozy once you were in Some of the men of the 
district liked to spend evenings there playing cards, 





Fred, Hugh and their Dad went to Calgary every winter for a few 
years to work for the C.P. Railroad. 
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Harry homesteaded on the northeast quarter of 35-29-17, just across 
the road west of his Dad. Tom homesteaded two miles south, 


Fred never liked living here very much. He was theatrical minded and 
ran a theatre in Edmonton for many years after he left here. 


Hugh, after the war, came back and helped his Dad but he stayed 
with his mother in Calgary mostly. 


During World War One Harry’s sister-in-law, Mrs. Fred Broadbent 
(Cassie) and baby, Eileen, stayed with him, otherwise he was always 
alone, He was a soft spoken man and an ardent reader. He donated 
enough land for the Hand Hills school grounds, He never cared too 
much for farming—to him it was just a “way of life”. In 1960 Harry 
was found deceased in his house after being ill for some time 


HENRY DARTT STORY 
Henry Dartt, with his four sons, Hedley, Austin, Erie and Angus, 
and one daughter, Mary Dartt Stanhope now of Victoria, came to Olds 
in 1902 and took up ranching, then later moved to the Hand Hills. 


The Dartts are cousins of Roy Lindsay. 


Hedley Dartt moved to Golden, B.C., where he had a logging and 
lumber business; and then to Tappen to a lumber camp, where they 
made ties for the railroad, He passed away one year ago. 


Austin passed away two years ago. 
Ernie is in the Bowview Home, 


Angus was always their cook on the ranch and farm, and is now 
deceased. 


WILLIAM BURNETT SMITH 


Bill Smith as he was known, came from Idaho to the Dog Pound and 
Cremona districts in the carly 1900, He lived and worked there until 
coming to the Hand Hills in around 1909, He cancelled Fatty Palmer's 
pre-emption and bought his homestead 


During the early years in the Hand Hills he was in partnership with 
Fred McFadden in a small coal mine, a mile or so southwest of the 
Blair school. They farmed their own land, and the Fritz Albert land for 
several years before World War One and during the early war years. 


During the flu epidemic Bill was on duty day and night caring 
for the sick people in the old school in Delia and in tents that were 
set up to house the sick. 

It has been said—and not by Bill—that he spent several hundred 
dollars of his own money for brandy and oranges for the sick during the 
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flu, Strange as it may seem Bill Smith was one man who did not get 
the flu. 


‘About 1920 he married Miss Mary Cameron, a Scottish lassie who 
came out to visit her sister, the late Mrs. Adam Beaton. 


Bill and Mary were both very fond of children and always had 
special treats for them at the Christmas concerts. Bill and Mr. Venus 
used to keep the children wondering who Santa really was. First one 
would see Mr, Smith as Santa at one school, and some other child 
would say, “No, it was Mr. Venus”. 


Bill was a good farmer and a sterling neighbor and friend. Both 
Mr, and Mrs. Smith enjoyed community life—card parties, dancing, and 
visiting their friends and neighbors. 


‘They raised many turkeys and chickens, and they also took great 


pride in their garden, flowers and strawberry patch. Each year they 
spent a couple of months holidaying at the coast, 


During the later years her health failed and Mrs, Smith passed 
away, Her nephew, Allen Beaton, came to stay with Uncle Bill. After 
fa year or so Allen married Miss Freda Martin. Bill continued to live 
with them for a couple of years, but his health also became poorly, and 
he passed away in the Hanna Hospital. 

‘As with all pioneers, their passing has left a vacancy, but their 
memories still remain. 


HARRY TAYLOR STORY 
sy Harry TaYtor 
My First Glimpse of the Hills of Home 


‘The community of the Hand Hills Schoo! Distr 
unique settlement, 





was, and is, an 


The hills have an elevation of some three thousand three hundred 
fect above sea level, dominating the surrounding flat prairie. 


‘The surprising aspect of this formation lies in the fact that after 
climbing to the summit via the few accessible trails, either from the north, 
south, east or west, @ person seemingly steps on an elevated platform 
some thirty-six square miles in extent, knee deep in peavine and prairie 
wool. An undulating meadow with poplar and willow groves dotting the 
landscape. A green oasis sitting on top of the world. 





‘This then, is what I saw first. 


What a wonderful park it would have made had the government 
foreseen the possibilities of such a site for future generations. 
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Planting Roots 


On this isolated plateau the community of the Hand Hills School 
District was to have its being. 


Barely out of school from England, I shivered on the Land Office 
steps in Calgary December 18, 1908, all night to file on my particular plot 
of land. Many of my future neighbors were there too, 


At T am. the doors were open as a special concession, due to the 
thirty below zero weather prevailing at that time 


Soon after 9 a.m. I was in possession of papers to say I was the 
owner of the northwest quarter of 10-30-17 and the southwest quarter 
of 15-30-17 West of the 4th Meridian, if I fullilled the conditions laid 
down by the Land Act. 


After Christmas (1908-1909) festivities were over, Ernie Beck and 
1 took off for the hills to do our first round of duties required. 





Tt was the second week in January 1909 we came up via Gleichen and 
the Dorothy Crossing on the Red Deer to the Land of Promise. 





Oldtimers will doubtless recall that the winter of 1908-1909 was 
cold, bitterly cold. 


We reached our destination at about 4 p.m. in the middle of nowhere. 
No shelter, weary and cold. 


Here I must digress for awhile, to give the lay of the land. 
Squatters 


Prior to the surveying of the land some persons got wind that the 
land was to be opened up, so they moved in before the survey, and as 
the heading stated, they squatted, thus giving them priority on such a 
particular plot of land they desired. 


Now to continue my narrative. As I said we arrived about 4 pm. and 
while getting our bearings we saw a dugout on the side of a creck bank, 
and out stepped a muffled figure to greet us. Jake Long was his name 
He recognized our plight and offered his humble abode to one of us, I 
as fortunate to stay. Jake directed Ernie Beck to the rancher two miles 
west, Herman Brede, as the horses had to have shelter, 





I stayed with Mr. Long till the end of March, during which time 
I got acquainted with the other squatters, Jake Long, Herman Brede, 
his uncle Fred Albert, Phil Courtney, Anton Peterson, Dad Venus, Emil 
and Herman Joberg, the Darts—father and sons, the Masons and family. 


Dugout Menu 


My host Jake Long had, a few months previously, bought @ milk 
cow in Stettler, hitched her to a stoneboat, and trailed his meagre be- 
longings sixty-five miles to the Hills. Our staple meals were a mess of 
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potatoes, boiled, then mixed with flour, boiled again, rolled into a 
baseball and set aside. The meal was sliced baseball, fried in cream, 
the odd rabbit added to the menu. 


In Search of Work 


By the end of March we were down to @ dollar, and a sick horse, 
which we left behind, We retraced our steps down to Gleichen, The first 
stop, the two-bar ranch some forty miles south of the Hand Hills, The 
second stop was Gleichen, another thirty-five miles; and then on to 
our destination another thirty miles. By the way, we still had sixteen 
cents left. 


Homesteading 


On returning in the fall of 1909-1910 to continue my duties, the 
scene had greatly changed, 


Our plateau seemed crowded. Now I met new neighbors, men and 
women who were destined to weave the woof and warp of our new 
community life. ‘The foundations were laid by such outstanding setilers 


Mr. and Mrs. P. O, Courtney ‘The Venus Family 
‘The F. McFadden Family Mr. and Mrs. S. A, Peterson 
Mr. and Mrs. Broadbent ‘Tom and Harry Broadbent 
R. Lindsay ‘The Becks 
George Morrison ‘The Masons 
‘The Sjobergs (Joberg) Ole Johnson 

School Days 


Wherever there is a settlement, some time must come when a school 
is needed, 


Such was the case with us. While at that time I had little to do with 
the deliberations and planning, the school became a reality. The lumber 
was hauled by the community efforts, and was built by the settlers with 
the overseer being Mr. McDonald, father-in-law of Mr. Les Flett of 
the Hand Hills Lake district 


On looking backward I now realize how much the district owes to 
such outstanding settlers coming from the ends of the earth. Different 
racial background, different religions, all with one purpose, to live in 
harmony for the good of each family. Fach and every one of our children 
cherish their memories of that little red schoolhouse by the side of the 
road, and the humanities which encompassed it. 








Wives and Mothers 


A whole volume could be written on the part these ladies played 
in the development of our west. 
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No homestead district could have survived without them. Theirs 
was the harder part. Some from refined homes, from far away cities, 
mayhap they never saw a horse or # cow. 

How did they adjust? I leave it to their children, and their children’s 
children, to answer that. Their offspring hold high positions in medicine, 
law, positions of trust. They are all proud to say, “My people were 
homesteaders”. 

Teachers 

One of a long list of teachers, whose maiden name I cannot recall, 
started a recurring custom by marrying one of our first trustees, and 
became Mrs, Sam Pocklington. 

Under the expert guidance of Courtney, Peterson, McFadden, the 
school district prospered for many years. 

Shelter 

Now it was my turn to build. 

Being ofttimes called a green Englishman, and not knowing one 
end of an axe from the other, I proceeded and built a poplar log shack 
T would like to remind you that a poplar looks straight when you see 
it.standing, but on the ground it is as crooked as the proverbial dog's 
hind leg. It passed as a domicile under the act, and that is what counted. 

Mail 
We got it somehow, sometime, somewhere. 





In our case we got it via Gleichen, by democrat or sleigh, delivered 
to Bob Congdon’s store by the lake. Dan Klump was the mailman, and 
sometimes. we had to wait many hours of the night for his appearance. 
T recall the eatables from the shelves were vastly depleted, each Friday 
night 

‘A couple of years later, Mr. and Mrs. G. Morrison took over the 
job and an efficient postmistress our Susie made. 

Railway and Town 

‘The townsite was named Highland, later changed to Delia, and so 
it is today. 

‘The Model T made its appearance, and we were now farmers, not 
homesteaders, 

Progression 

Being a bachelor, I worked here and there, fulfilling my obligations, 
somewhat casually 1 must admit. 

‘Then came the war. 

1, with others of the district, enlisted. Thus for four years or so the 
hills knew me no more. 
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‘The war was over and newly married I arrived back and stayed with 
friends in Airdrie, till I could gather a carload of effects to ship to Delia. 


My neighbors hearing of my return came to the rescue. They hauled 
a fair-sized shack on to my land in readiness and fitted it to welcome us. 
They hauled our effects from town, During the ensuing months they 
helped us build a house and barn. 


Tragedy 
Many children were born during the following years. 


Our own Russell was two years old when Maxwell came November 
twelfth 


On November twenty-fourth my wife took sick and I had to take 
her by sleigh to Delia and then by freight to Drumheller. My wife 
passed away November twenty-sixth from what Doctor Ross suspected 
a ruptured appendix. A rare occurrence during childbirth. 


At times like these, as in my case, the neighbors acted as one in 
their practical help, as well as spiritual, 


As soon as possible my sister Mary came out, and stayed two years, 
when I married my present wile, who being of pioneer Saskatchewan 
stock, upheld the fine traditions of our own community. 


‘A special reference at this time must be made to the untiring work 
and help given by Mrs. George Innes. 


Rain or shine, snow or cold, she and her good husband were ready 
to help, Mrs. Innes being a trained nurse, was a real source of help in 
childbirth or sickness. 





I did my share in the affairs of the school board, iclephone company, 
municipal duties, as befitted a family man, 


Before we had good roads, and living as we did on the top. of the 
really only road on the north slopes, travellers had difficulty negotiating 
the climb with their ears. 


On wet spells we usually kept a team harnessed all night, ready to 
assist them to the top. 


I remember one such night; raining heavily, Harry Nimmo, who lived 
south of the hills, phoned to ask me to take my team down the hill to help 
the doctor, who was on his way to the Nimmo’s. Mrs. Nimmo was-expect- 
ing another baby any minute. 


I duly hitched up my team, waited half way down. I saw the lights 
of the car coming, and the doctor roared by without even seeing me. 
Ino sooner got my team put away, and in the house, when Harry phoned 
to say the doctor and baby arrived at the same time. 
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The Rabbit Drive—1925 or 1926 
One other incident before I close this yarn. 
Colpitts of Fox Farm Fame asked to organize a rabbit drive, They 

brought the wire etc. A catch pen was made at the bottom of Cut-Off 

Coulee, Lead arms were strung out to the northeast and southwest. 
‘The school boards of the adjoining schools granted a long half day 

for the children. The children came from Elmer off the hills to the east, 

Georgetown to the north, Hand Hills in the centre of everything, Blair 

to the south, and Cotter to the west. 


No dogs or guns allowed. 


On an appointed time this mounted army of children, whooping and 
yelling, converged on the catch pen in a great arc, some eight miles 
across. In thirty minutes there was a trickle of rabbits hopping down 
the brush sides, then as the squeeze closed in, there were rabbits every- 
where, finally caught in the wire pen. They were dispatched as quickly 
as possible, with clubs. I do not know how many, but I do know my 
triple wagon was filled and it took four horses to pull them up the hill 
to my granary, where I held them till nearly spring. Also five coyotes 
were in the catch, but jumped the fence to freedom. 


Time Rolls On 


‘The war of 1939 came along, and I was asked to help staff the 
Belcher Hospital, as many, many troops were being sent home for more 
treatment. My tour of duty as an operating orderly, when boatload after 
boatload of badly wounded landed at Dover, stood me in good stead and 
T stayed at the Belcher for seventeen years. 


My connection with the hills ended when my family joined me in 
Calgary, but my memories remain. 
T did my bit on both fronts. 
Family Tree 
Russell—profressor—Heart Specialist at University—Edmonton; four 
children. 


Maxwell—Heavy Duty Mechanic; four children 
Mary—with Federal Tax Department; single. 
Eve—happily married in Calgary; two children, 


Winnie—married—teaching school—Little Red Deer Lake; four 
children. 


Philip—C.P.R. engineer, out of Calgary; single. 
Gordon—In business in Calgary; three children. 

Post Scripts 
We have a wonderful family—seventeen grandchildren, 
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Five great-grandchildren, who come and go their allotted ways 
Life is easier for them now, but no happier than when they rode 
three and a half miles each way to school, with the lard tin lunch pail. 


Editor’s Note: Mr. Harry Taylor passed away in March, 1968. He 
was born in England on November 6, 1888. 


MR. FLOYD RANDALL 

Mr. Floyd Randall was a handyman or a ‘jack of all trades”, If 
anyone’s stock became sick, the first one they called was Mr. Randall. 
He was a self-traincd veterinarian, He came to the Hand Hills to 
homestead in approximately 1911 

In 1914 he bought a Ford car, probably the first one in these parts. 
From here he moved to Hanna. Mrs. Randall was a stenographer in the 
Sub-Land Office in Hanna for about ten years. 


The Randalls moved to Banff around 1922 and operated several 
summer cottages for a number of years. 


SAM POCKLINGTON 


Mr. Sam Pocklington placed script on the land known as the “Lambley 
land”, He married Miss K, M. Thompson, one of the earlier teachers in 
the Hand Hills school. 


Later on he, in partnership with the Taylor brothers, Bracy and 
Seymour, built and operated the Highland Livery Barn—the first barn 
to be built in Highland (Delia), 


Mr. Pocklington was inspector for the Soldier Settlement Board for 
a number of years. 


He sold his land to Mr. R. T. Beck and moved to Penticton, B.C., 
after living there for several years they moved to Victoria. He passed 
away a few years ago. 

MR. LAMBLEY 


Mr, Lambley was ranching in the Hand Hills before the homesteaders 
came, The old ranch buildings were still there when Mr. Pocklington 
homesteaded his place. 


FRED ALBERT 
Fred Albert homestead on S.E, 9-30-17 and $.W. 10-30-17, He was 


Mrs. Brede’s uncle. 


THE TRENAMAN STORY 
py Katy (TRenaman) Hicks 


New Year's Day, 1905, found George Hatfield Trenaman and his 
family on a colonist train to the west. On leaving Hamilton a new way 
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of life opened to his family and the many others who accompanied them. 
Besides the father, the family consisted of two grown sons; a daughter, 
Edith; and their small eight-year-old brother, Ray. They all looked for- 
ward to their new home on a homestead forty miles east of Red Deer. 


Mr, Trenaman became postmaster in the District of Trenville, and 
operated the country store not far from the present town of Lousana 





Sons, Jay Cleland and George, filed on homesteads close to the father. 


During the fall of 1905 Harriet Fraser, the fifty-fourth graduate of 
the Montreal General Hospital, came west to be the bride of Jay Trena- 
man, Though she was over forty at the time, she felt she could adjust 
to the demands of pioneering. Harriet and Jay were married in Red Deer 
by Rev. Good on January 11, 1906, Their daughter, Katy, was born 
December 5, 1906, and son, Victor, arrived May 24, 1908. 


In 1909, Jay Trenaman and family moved to the top of the Hand 
Hills to a purchased homestead, which is presently owned by Geraldine 
Gobel and Helen Courtney. The trip was undertaken as most moves 
by early settlers—much planning and preparation—with the family finally 
on the way, all family possessions and livestock travelling with them. 


For my mother it proved a hazardous and uncomfortable trip with 
two small children. The two loads contained all household effects and 
were drawn by oxen. Two of the oxen, Bob and Bill, remained members 
of our family for a number of years. My mother never got past being 
completely terrified by them. The buggy was pulled by a team of greys, 
Bing and Bang, driven by my mother, a most inept horsewoman, Though 
she did her share pioneering the west, she never got over her fear of 
everything that moved. Our cow, Marino “with the crumpled horn”, was 
behind the buggy. Two hired men drove the loads. My dad rode 
the hardy little buckskin “cayuse, “Katy-the-Pony”. These completed the 
group. 





In 1909 there were no bridges nor ferries crossing the Red Deer River 
until they reached Finnegan. Part way down the steep bank to Finnegan 
Ferry, a severe thunderstorm with a deluge of rain mired the wagons. 
My mother was instructed to “take the children to the ferryman’s cabin”. 
She slipped and slithered down the hill to the water’s edge. Carrying 
Vie and helping me was no easy task. Mother worked her way along 
the river bank to the shack. Frequent flashes of lightning helped her 
to keep her course, and prevented her from getting too close to the 
treacherous river. The small one room cabin was a welcome refuge with 
its warmth and light. We slept on the floor. 





‘The trip took eleven days from Trenville to the country store owned 
by Bob Congdon. By that time we were out of food except for some 
dry bread. My dad bought canned tomatoes and heated them over a 
campfire. By adding the bread we had a warm meal. 
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‘The small house on the homestead was a two-storey frame structure 
with only three or four rooms, Our neighbors were: The Anton Petersons 
with their five children; Phil and Mrs. Courtney and their children, Francis 
and Geraldine who lived on the adjoining homestead to the north; Mr. 
and Mrs, Venus, George, Ada, and Helen lived to the west. I also remember 
the Dawsons and their lovely family of girls. 


‘The Hand Hills School was built east of our place with money 
borrowed from Phil Courtney's sister. The building housed many happy 
evenings when the Literary Society put on entertainment for the com- 
munity. As my family was practically stone deaf, there was no music in 
our home, It was at these concerts that I heard a piano for the first time 
and heard friends sing. I actually recited “When Father Carved the Duck” 
‘on one outstanding evening. I remember some of the evenings and my 
amazement at the music. All children went with their parents although 
before the evening was over some were rolled in blankets and allowed 
to sleep in a corner, The dances lasted until dawn. 


The crowded existence for small children today will not leave them the 
with many memories. Each day is filled with excitement, and nothing 
stands out with the clarity of the “firsts” that make up the memories of 
the children born on the homesteads. 


My mother read to us a great deal, and told us many stories of her 
life in the east. My father had a remarkable library for a pioneer. Great 
care and special attention were given THE BOOKS when we moved— 
some of them were hundreds of years old. I still have the Bible printed 
with wooden type and published in Paris in 1608-1616. My Dad read 
to us t00, particularly from little velvet-bound editions by Service. My 
mother took us on walks and told us about the flowers and butterflies, 
The small blue butterflies, the huge blucbelles, the first pansy and 
sweetpea from our garden are among my first memories. 


My mother told us of automobiles which didn’t have horses to pull 
them. One day she called us to sce something on the road. It must have 
been the first car to pass through the Hand Hills. There was a lot of 
noise, but I was disappointed to see nothing but a great swirl of dust 
disappearing up the hill, 


Toys were scarce, but a great variety was made from spools—we 
had lots of tops and little carts with spools for wheels. I envied Grace 
Peterson with her “two way” doll made from socks. The most gorgeous 
thing imaginable: it was a mammy doll one end, and with the clothes 
flipped it became a white baby. I didn’t have a doll until I was six, which 
may have accounted for the substitute I made with animals. 





The Peterson children played with us most frequently as they were 

bors. One day Ben was kicked by a horse, opening a 
great gash on his forehead. There was no one to send for the doctor. Mrs 
Peterson sent for my mother and asked her to sew it up. My mother 
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didn’t have the heart to do it and was horrificd when Mrs, Peterson said, 
“If you don’t, 1 will!” She promptly boiled white linen thread and a 
darning needle. She deserved credit for doing a good job herself. 





Accidents with animals were frequent. I remember Francis Courtney 
being kicked and the concern of everyone over his head injury. Geraldine 
and I were about the same age and enjoyed playing together. We stood 
in awe of Francis, the older brother. 


Helen Courtney was born on May 23 during a severe blizzard. My 
mother and Mrs. Venus went over to assist. They had to wade through 
hip-deep snowdrifts. My Dad and Mr. Courtney went on horseback for 
Dr. Lawson. They arrived home with the doctor, still a raging storm, 
with their own stories of hardship. Helen had made her debut some 
hours earlier. 


‘The Courtneys had a little Indian pony, Bunny. He was safe for the 
children and a joy to ride. A picture was taken of Francis riding Bunny 
when Francis was four years old. Many years later I saw another snap 
of Francis’ son, four years old, riding the same “Bunny”. 


My Dad’s interests lay more in community affairs than in farming. 
He became the Justice of Peace and was always on the go. I imagine he 
did only what was required to prove up on his land, He was interested in 
any labor-saving device, and had the first hay stacker in the area. The 
neighbors helped assemble it and watched it work. 


My mother’s health was never good after I was born, She was 
devoted to her family and went out very little, A red-letter day was when 
a neighbor, Harry Taylor, came to take her for a cutter ride with his 
lovely team, sleigh bells and all the trappings. She was dubious about 
leaving “the children” even though my Dad promised to be an elficient 
babysitter (a word unknown at that time and certainly unknown to him). 
The cutter couldn’t have been out of sight when Dad said he was going 
to have a sleep, and would take us for a sleigh ride later. 


I became bored quite quickly and dressed Vie and myself as well 
as I could (I was about four and a half) and decided we would go visiting 
—‘“not to Mama Peterson’s”, as I told Vic; Mama Peterson had been 
handy with discipline when she felt that I had misbehaved. “Mama 
Venus will be glad to sce us.” It was a much longer walk but I thought 
it worthwhile, It was twenty degrees below zero and we got very cold. 
The Venuses saw us trudging through the snow and George was sent 
out to meet us. 1 was surprised that he carried Vie and wasn’t particularly 
pleasant to me. 





When the kitchen door opened, we were whisked inside and I was 
ut across Mama Venus's knee where, in short order, I received disefpline 
equal to Mama Peterson's, Harry Taylor and Dad arrived soon after. My 
mother had become hysterical on arriving home to find Dad asleep on 
the couch and “the children” missing. It was easy to track us through 
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the snow. Everyone repented a bit when it was found that I had a 
frozen foot, and I didn’t receive the threatened punishment when we 
got home. My father’s babysitting days were over, but we often mentioned 
“the day when Daddy looked after us”. 


By 1912 rumor had become fact, and it was known that survey and 
steel of the Canadian Northern Railway was working west from Saskatoon. 
‘The days of isolation and privation were coming to a close. It was estab- 
lished that there would be a town—a railway divisional point—on the 
site of the present town of Hanna. Many homesteaders were at the point 
of proving up. Some from the Hand Hills made the move to take up 
squatter’s rights at the site of the anticipated, but as yet nameless, town. 
Among them were Floyd Burr Randall and his wife Grace. She was a 
stenographer from Minot, North Dakota. She had done typing for my father 
in the Hand Hills, and in Hanna was his stenographer for five years or 
more. I can remember the day their loads passed our place to their 
homestead. It had been a long trek from the States, but Mrs. Randall, 
a very tiny woman, was perched high on one of the loads while her 
husband drove another. It was in their shack one winter that I first saw 
a banjo and dried flowers in @ vase that she“. . . couldn’t bear to 
throw out” 


Floyd Burr Randall, or “Doc” as he was known by everyone, enjoyed 
and promoted his reputation for being lazy. He had an exceptional way 
with animals and seemed to know a lot about them. With no veterinarians 
in the country, he was called on often for advice and help with sick 
animals. Later he was able to go to Toronto to take training toward a 
degree, 





Dad was ready to prove up and made the move to Copeville, He 
was the first to receive a ‘high price” for his homestead. Five hundred 
dollars cash and a herd of horses and cattle which he later was able to 
sell to advantage and closed the deal with Phil Courtney. 


One final memory from the Hand Hills brings to mind the night 
of the fire which came close to our homestead. I have heard my mother 
say it went for one hundred miles, destroying everything in its path, until 
it burned out on the bank of the Red Deer River. 


Several women and children gathered at the Peterson home, while 
the men were fighting fire. I slept on a table in a back room. The women 
sang and visited in the kitchen. It was the first time I had seen or heard 
@ harpsichord. 


At midnight I wakened for a trip to the biffy. When my mother took 
me outside, she pointed out the fire on the horizon to the east where T 
could see the firefighters and their horses silhouetted against the flames. 
‘As we were coming back, 2 man on horseback came into the yard. Horse 
and rider were so burned and blackened that I didn’t recognize until he 
spoke that it was my dad on our buckskin, “Katy-the-Pony”. More 
sunny sacks were needed and he had come back for them, 


225 






































Mrs. Peterson called my father to come in for coffee. When I entered 
the kitchen she was handing him a cup. She had made the coffee in the 
wash boiler, to supply the friends who were with her and the men who 
came from the fire in relays for food and fresh supplies, 


On June 16, 1912, we moved again. The new area held much promise. 
Our loads this time were driven by Harry Taylor, Claude Almond, and 
my father. My mother again drove the buggy drawn by the same greys. 
With her was her son, Victor, just past four years—and a box containing 
the cat. Watch, the collie dog, trotted in the shade of the buggy part 
of the time. The rest of the time, he travelled with me. 


By this time I was “grown up” and at five and a half years had 
chores of my own, I had learned to ride “Katy-the-Pony at a gallop 
and to guide her reasonably well. She undoubtedly knew more than I, 
and most of the decisions were hers. My horsemanship had been spurred 
by the promise that I would have my own job—herding the two black 
cows, Marino and Rose—for the twenty-five miles to our new home. 





Graduation picture of Mrs. Harriet Fraser Katie Trenamen, 1907 
Trenamen at Montreal General Hospital 
1894 
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We left carly on a spring day, beautiful but plagued by the trial of 
all the early settlers—swarms of mosquitoes with insatiable appetites, At 
two o'clock the next morning, we arrived at the small house which had 
been built for us. 


Our happy years in “The Hills” had ended and we became the first 
family to settle as residents at Copeville which later was named Hanna. 


Ihave heard my mother speak of the hardships, privation and worry 
of those early years. But above all was the loyalty and understanding of 
the friends she made during those days, 


‘These are the memories of a five-year-old. They lack the understand- 
ing and realization of the tials and hardships and loneliness of the 
parents and bachelor homesteaders. There is no knowledge of community 
development. They were happy days for small children who felt they 
‘were busy, loved, and cared for—even when caught short by di 
whether from parent or neighbor. 





THE JOHN AND CHARLES GILBERT STORY 
ay Mrs, Evans (Guserr) Kertam 
John and Charlie Gilbert came to the Hand Hills and took up their 
homestead in 1908, They lived in a tent and made trips to Stettler with 


team and wagon to haul lumber for a house, which was a wooden frame, 
and finished with sods, 


Mother and I came from Detroit, United States, in December, 1908. 
My father, John, met us in Stettler with a team and buggy, and we 
procecded with our trip of sixty miles out to our home on the prairies 


My sister, Iva, was born in November 1909 at home. Only about 
a month before her birth, Doctor Lawson moved into the community and 
that part of the country became known as Lawsonburg. 

All went well until 1918, when father passed away suddenly. We 
went back to Ontario for two years, and then made another trip back 
to the Hand Hills. At this time Uncle Charlie and his family returned 
to Ontario with us. He was very ill at the time, and only lived for a 
short time. We still are living in the east 

I recollect our school days in the Hand Hills. Iva and I rode to 
school on a bronco, and on our way we would pick up our very dear 
friend, Charlie Morrison. 


Life had lots of hardships while there, but still, we all have very 
pleasant memories of the Hand Hills. 
THE FRED McFADDEN STORY 
by Mrs. Exsa (McFappen) Coompes 


Well, here it is 1968, and just sixty-one years ago last June 20 (1907) 
that I arrived from Hamburg, Germany. T was nearly fifteen years old 
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and went to work for my sister in Wallace, Idaho, at eight dollars per 
month, in their hotel, This is where I met Fred McFadden. He courted 
me from then although I couldn’t talk one word of English. After a 
few months I conquered the language fairly well. Fred was born in 
1885 in Wheeling, Virginia, In August 1907 he was called home to their 
Alberta farm to run it for his mother, as his dad had passed away. Their 
farm was sixty miles west of Carstairs, Alberta. I went to Prince Rupert, 
British Columbia, where my sister and brother-in-law started a steam 
laundry. The best place in the land for a steam laundry, as it rained 
three hundred and sixty days a year, and still does. 


In September, 1909, Fred came to Prince Rupert to take me to the 
Alberta farm, so we got married September 26, 1909 in Prince Rupert 
by Reverend Kidd. We went on a honeymoon trip to the World's 
Fair in Seattle, What a wonderful time we had! I even rode a camel 
with Fred leading it. 


First week of October, 1909, we started back to Carstairs. It was 
so cold, with two feet of snow, that I had to put on high overshoes, 
big mittens, and so many warm clothes that I didn’t look at all like a 
bride of a few days. We had to drive sixty miles in a democrat to the 
McFadden ranch. Mrs. McFadden, Fred’s mother, was a wonderful lady 
and was very good to me. 


In about three weeks, Fred left for the Hand Hills, with lumber 
enough to build our twelve by eighteen cabin on his homestead, and also 
a purchased homestead, I stayed with his mother, sister and two brothers. 
It was like home to me, and such a happy home! 


Mr. O. B. Richardson helped Fred build our cabin; then Fred came 
for me. We had a hayrack full of furniture and an old Home Comfort 
range that I used for thirty-one years. Everything was second-hand, but 
my kitchen table; which had a beautiful white wood top. I was so proud 
of it and tried to keep it glistening white through the years. It had two 
large drawers in it, One held fifty pounds of flour and the other one 
was partitioned and held twenty pounds of rolled oats and twenty pounds 
of sugar. 








All that winter Fred cut willow posts on the purchased homestead 
He sold them to some rich farmers—at least we thought they were rich 
then, to be able to pay seven cents each for posts. One was Mr. Herron, 
who lived where Mr. Emann’s farm is now. They were lovely people. 


Our nearest neighbors in the winter of 1909 were Mr. and Mrs. 
Steen and their seven-year-old son. They lived in a tent all winter and 
had hay for a carpet. The boy slept on the floor. The good old apple 
boxes were used for chairs and two large orange crates for the table; 
they had a small four-hole tin stove with an oven. He fed cattle for a 
ranch south of us that winter. I can remember Mrs. Steen’s lovely roast 
beef, buns and brown gravy. It surely was a wonderful meal in those days. 
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‘Then there was Mr. and Mrs. O. B. Richardson, one mile south of 
us, and his father and mother lived across the road from them. 


Another half mile south was Charlie and Mrs. Ewing, They were, 
in our estimation, rich ranchers as she used to make strawberry pies 
from strawberry jam. Really delicious! We couldn't even afford strawberry 
jam at alll 


‘Two miles north of us were Mr. and Mrs. Venus. Mrs. Venus used 
to let me use her sewing machine. In the summer of 1909 she made my 
baby clothes while I did her housework. 


In the fall of 1909 Fred and Bill Smith opened a coal mine in the 
Ross, or Jack Bell Coulee. They sold coal at one dollar a ton; and I fed 
two miners, Fred and Bill, and anyone else that wanted a meal at 
twenty-five cents per meal. We had a little cook shack at the mine. 


"The year of 1910 was very dry. We got only a hayrack full of green 
feed from the few acres Fred planted. 


Our one milk cow was so wild that Fred had to tle both of her hind 
legs to keep her from kicking while he was milking her. She didn’t give 
enough milk to make butter so when we went to Grandma McFaddens, 
sixty miles away, she would send back a lard pail of butter, also some 
lard, and some sauerkraut. What a welcome gift that was! 


We had no buggy so when we went visiting the neighbors, Fred 
would put an orange erate on a stoneboat, then tie a long rope to it, 
and pull me by horseback. 


‘The night of November 19, 1911, our baby Ellen Marie came, As 
luck would have it we had Doctor Lawson living three miles or so 
from us. Fred jumped on my pony, Spider, and went for Doctor Lawson, 
There was lots of snow and the horse couldn't see the badger hole so 
down they both went. Fred hit his head and was out cold for awhile. 
All this time I was alone in the cabin, just God and I, and with His 
help T had my baby. After an hour or so, Fred and the Doctor came. 
Doctor Lawson was wonderful. He bathed and dressed the baby. She 
was named after both her grandmothers. She is married and lives near 
Canmore, Her married name is Grosvenor. 


Doctor and Mrs. Lawson spent their last days near Victoria, British 
Columbia. I used to visit him in the Veterans Hospital. He died in 1966, 
T believe. 


Frank was born at home in 1914, Doctor Mason came to help us 
out at that time, After the Hand Hills Club House was built the people 
used to skate on the lake on Sundays. One day Frank, just four years 
old, broke through the ice. Mrs. Miller got a woollen blanket and wrapped 
him in it while his little red knitted suit dried out. Frank married Pearl 
Bixby and they still reside on the original homestead. They have three 
girls, Donna, Frances and June, and all married, 
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Lucille was born in 1918 at home. She married Bob Staal and lives 
at Invermere. They have a large family. 





Thelma was born at home too, on October 8, 1923. We lost her 
December 26, 1928. 


On September 8, 1928, Alma Noreen took little Thelma’s place. She 
was our first born in a hospital, at Drumheller. I remember that fall, we 
had a beautiful crop, but on September 29, it was all flattened to the 
ground by a terrible hailstorm. Noreen is married and lives in Victoria, 
‘They have three children. 


Along came our youngest child, Freddie on December 23, 1937. I 
was fourty-four years old, but what a blessing he was, as Fred had to 
leave us when Freddie was only three years old. Freddie is married, has 
three children, and lives at Victoria, too. 








1d McFadden hauling wheat with 10 horses and 3 wagons 
230 



















6 





While the family was all together we had really wonderful times, 
even with no money. Had dances at the Hand Hills School, and Til 
never forget the time Mr. Flett hid my baby when she was only two 
months old. She was asleep in an orange crate behind the big school 
furnace, and when I went to see her she was gone, Well, I was nearly 
crazy with fear. It was a joke, but somehow I never forgot it 


At Blair school there used to be lots of box socials, Nan Nimmo and 
I made boxes out of braided wheat straw. Nan would make the cream 
pulls and I made the cookies and doughnuts for our boxes. Nan came 
from Scotland in 1910 and kept house for her brother, Harry, on the 
Nimmo homestead. She later married a Mr. E. Dodd, I believe. Harry 
married a school teacher from Nova Scotia. She taught Blair school and 
boarded at Mrs. O. B. Richardson's home. 


‘We used to go to card parties at Mr. and Mrs. Joberg’s in the winters. 
One night we got lost in the fog about midnight and travelled around in 
their place in circles before we got our bearings. I remember going to 
parties at the Cottini home, and had a taste of Mrs. Cottini's homemade 
wine. 


We used to keep sheep on our farm in the Hand Hills, Fred and I 
carded some sheep's wool in 1932 and 1933 for a quilt. I gave 2 twelve 
by twelve piece of cloth to each of our Women’s Club members to have 
them put their name on it. I put all these together for a wool quilt and 
still use it. It is thirty-five years old. The names on this quilt are: Mrs. 
P.O, Courtney, Mrs. Pect, M. Joberg, Isabell Nelmes, A. Anderson, E. 
Kary, W. J. Blair, Mary Smith, M. McNaughton, F. Gallagher, Mrs. Peter- 
son, M. Milligan, Iva Lindsay, N. Halversen, $, Morrison, J. Lafferty L. 
McDonald, Mrs. Bilodeau, E. McFadden, L. Peet, John Bell and Mrs. 
Innes. This quilt brings fond memories of the dear old days in the 
Hand Hills. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 

Since this write-up Frank and Pearl McFadden have rented their 
farm to Ben Mammel and sold their machinery and household furniture 
and plan to retire, but as of yet we do not know where they plan to reside. 





THE ROY LINDSAY STORY 


I (Roy Lindsay) came from Alton, Nova Scotia, in the spring of 
1907 to Golden, British Columbia, where I had a cousin, Hedley Dartt. 
I worked with him at various jobs until the fall when I went to Calgary. 

‘They had just opened up the Hand Hills for homesteading and I, 
along with some others including the late Mr. Sam Pocklington, filed 
on a homestead, mine being the southwest quarter of 34-29-17-4, Mr. 
Pocklington got the land across the road from me. Later on I got a 
pre-emption, being the northwest quarter of 27-29-17-4. Then in later 
years I bought the southwest quarter of 27-29-17-4 from the estate of 
the late Mr. Liddle, making a total of four hundred and eighty acres of 
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farming land for me. I needed further pasture land, so I bought a quarter 
of land from Bert Nimmo, also leased a quarter from the government. 
‘This gave me ample pasture as there were good springs on these quarters. 
1 proved up on my land but, along with many more, endured the hard- 
ships of homesteading days. 


On December 30, 1915 I went to Calgary and enlisted in the eighty- 
ninth battalion, then under the command of the late Colonel Charles 
Robinson, I went overseas with the battalion and was later transferred 
to the Seventh British Columbia Battalion. I saw action on the Somme, 
being wounded at Vimy Ridge. I was invalided to England and was in 
the First London Hospital for a time. Later on, I was sent back to Canada 
and discharged on June 9, 1918. I went back to my cousin at Golden. 





Before I went overseas I met the one who was to be my future wife. 
Mary Iva Belle Blanchard was born in a pretty little town on the banks 
of the St. Lawrence River, in Ontario, called Gananoque. She had come 
west in April, 1904, with her grandparents and lived on a farm at Shepard 
for eight years before moving to Calgary. When I met her she was em 
ployed in an insurance office as a stenographer. We were married in St. 
Stephen’s Anglican Church in Calgary on November 20, 1918, and went 
immediately out to Delia. We had the farm, but no buildings so our first 





Left to right: Harry Taylor, Roy Lindsay, P. ©, Courtney and Arthur Crawford, 1949 
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effort was to build a house and bam, We got Mr. “Mac” McDonald from 
the Hand Hills district to do the carpenter work for us. 


It is with much pleasure we recall all the wonderful neighbors and 
friends we had there. Everyone was in the same boat as ourselves—getting 
started and raising our families. We had many wonderful social gatherings 
and visiting among our neighbors. This was all the entertainment we 
had, as there was no radio nor television in those days. We had to make 
our own entertainment and many were the pleasant gatherings we had. 
We remember particularly the school pienies at the close of the school 
term in June. Everyone had a wonderful visit with their dear friends 
and the children had their games and races. Then there were the Christmas 
concerts and visits from Santa Claus. That was always a highlight in our 
lives. We recall all those grand times with much pleasure, 


To us was bom a son, William Roy, on September 3, 1920. On 
October 15, 1923 another son, Leslie Ross, was bo. Then on July 13, 
1927, a daughter, Mary Agnes Isabel, was born. They all grew up and 
attended school at Hand Hills. 


Bill decided he wanted to go to Tech so he had one winter at that, 
studying radio work. Later on he enlisted for overseas duty in the R.C.O.C,, 
and went over to see action in Italy. When he returned home he went into 
garage work for a time in Golden, British Columbia, and now lives in 
Calgary. 


Ross was taken by death on November 7, 1942, from pneumonia and 
is buried in the Delia cemetery. This was quite a shock to us. 





Mr, and Mrs. Roy Lindsay, 1965 





lary stayed on with us on the ferm and helped us in so many ways. 
We used to have many pleasant visits from her friends, Margaret Gallagher, 
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who then lived in Calgary; and also another friend, Lorraine Taylor, 
visited us. They would come out for the weekend, or on holidays, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed their visits. Ofttimes Mrs. Gallagher would come 
along with them, Mary is now Mrs, Pat Cahill and lives near us in 
Calgary. She has three children, John, Mary Anne, and Edward Arthur. 


In the fall of 1957 we decided we were getting too old to carry on 
farm work. My war wound was causing me some trouble at times and 
I got so I could not do any heavy ferm work, So we decided to sell the 
place. It was with much regret we did sell; but the time comes when one 
is not able to bear the stress and strain of farm work, We sold the farm 
to Mr. Harry Gragg in November, 1958, just forty years from the time 
of our marriage and setting up a home in the Hand Hills. 


We moved to Calgary, got a very comfortable home here at 1429 - 7th 
Avenue Northwest, and have enjoyed life quietly since that time. We 
do miss our old friends in the Hand Hills, but so many have crossed the 
Great Divide, and there are the younger ones left, a completely different 
generation. 


THE ALLEN BROTHERS 


Walter and Bruce Allen came from Ontario to visit friends at 
Provost. It was there that they heard about land in the Hand Hills being 
opened up for homesteads, so in the late summer of 1909 they arrived 
in the “Hills.” 


‘They both filed blind on their homesteads and their first sod shack 
was built on Bruce's land on the southwest corner of the $.W. 36-29-17. 
He also had S.E. 35-29-17, Walt filed on S¥ 33-29-17 where he built 
a shack, That winter they went to Golden, B.C., to work in a lumber 
camp, 





‘The following spring they returned to their homesteads where they 
built up their farms for several years, 


Bruce went east and married an Ontario girl in the early 1920s. 
After they lost their home and belongings in a farm fire they sold out 
and went to Deroche, B.C., to live. 


Walt played baseball for the Hand Hills ball team from 1911 to 
1914. He spent many of the early Christmases with his mother in 
Ontario; and always brought back several hundred pounds of dried 
apples when he returned in the spring. They made the best apple sauce 
ever! Mrs. Allen made sure they were the finest quality apples that her 
son brought back to his neighbors. 


In the very early 1920s he built a very nice small house and barn 
with Mr. McDonald Sr, (the father of Lorne MeDonald Sr. and Mrs. 
L. A. Flett) doing the carpenter work. It was such a well-built house, 
with a cellar (nine feet deep) that he could be away from home all winter 
without danger of the potatoes in the cellar being frozen. 
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Walt continued to farm and raised a lot of good grade wheat during 
the years of World War I. He built grain bins in Delia where he stored 
his grain until it could be taken at the clevator and the price suited him. 


In 1928 Walt bought a twenty-two-inch Rumley separator and he 
and Charlie Morrison, with his tractor, did the threshing for some of 
the neighbors as well as their own, This operation lasted only a few 
years due to the changes in farming methods and the shortage of help. 


In 1944 he sold his farm to Mr. Sam Mammel. He lived in Delia for 
a few years and at that time he sold his half-section of land northwest 
of Delia (now owned by Robert Sinclair). Walt’s health was failing so 
he retired to Calgary, and later entered the Eventide Home at Gleichen 
where he passed away, 








‘THE MORRISON FAMILY STORY 
ny Mane: Morrison Manote 


‘Two brothers, Tom and George Morri 
Lanark County in Ontario. 


a, came west together from 





George's first homestead filing was on the quarter section where 
the town of Munson now stands. When he viewed it he didn't like it 
because it had no trees so then, in 1908, he filed blindly on a quarter 
section in the Hand Hills, saw it and called it home. The original receipt 
for the ten dollars paid for homesteader’s rights is now in his daughter- 
in-law‘s possession. When they moved in they stayed at Venus’s until 
they built the first shack on the property. Since their home was com- 
fortable but not commodious, they had to sleep on the floor. A friend 
came to stay with them for awhile, and they had real hillarious times 
together. 


George returned to Ontario, in 1910 to marry Susan Jones. He, his 
bride, and their possessions, came by rail to Airdrie, Alberta. ‘There 
he procured a four-horse team and a hayrack upon which they loaded 
all their furniture, clothing and grubstake. Leading a cow they came 
across country to where their two-room shack awaited. Their speed was 
controlled by the cow trailing behind and Mrs. Morrison often spoke 
about what a very long, slow journey it was. 


For two years Mr. George Morrison ran the Hand Hills post office, 
having taken over from Postmaster E. H. Matthias at the Mr. R. Congdon 
place. Mr. Clyde Frerks used to haul all the mail from Dorothy. 


George Morrison proved to be @ very industrious farmer and had 
fa great deal of plans for expansion. He built a new barn which still 
graces the farmstead and had plans ready to replace the original home 
when he was smitten by encephalitis, He suffered for many years becom- 
ing more incapacitated as years went by, until his passing in 1926, 
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George and Susan Morrison had two children. Charles was born 
in I911 and Jean in 1915. Jean died during the flu epidemic in 1919. 
In 1920 they adopted a little girl whom they also called Jean. She is 
now Mrs. Peter Litzenburger of Calgary. 


left to right: George Morrison, Grandfather Morrison, 
‘and Charlie; Frances Mason sitting on the running board of car 





Susan Morrison, Jean 


Mrs. Morrison sometimes cooked on Peterson’s cook car, following 
the threshing outfit from place to place. 


In 1936 Mrs. Morrison moved to Delia where she made her home 
until she passed away in 1950, 


Tom Morrison returned to Airdrie soon after he came to the Hand 
Hills, 


CHARLES MORRISON 
sy Mrs. Mane: Morrison MamMen 


Charles Morrison was born on February 28, 1911, on his father's 
homestead in the Hand Hills. He spent all his life on the original farm, 
one-half mile east of the Hand Hills school, 


Charlie possessed a fine tenor voice and as a young man often sang 
at concerts or church services (sometimes singing duets with Stuart Manley). 
He played the guitar for dances with Tom McBeath, also played the 
violin, Later he played with Fred Bixby, an old-time fiddler, who was 
second to none in this part of the country. 


In 1935 he married Mabel Brown, also of the Hand Hills, They 
raised three children: Doris, a teacher (Mrs. Martin Pasychnyk), now of 
Smoky Lake; Ralph, service manager in a garage in Taber; and Marjorie 
(Mrs. Garry Uhrich) of Airdrie, 


Charlie passed away in 1952 at the early age of forty-one years. 
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THE CLAUDE P. ALMOND STORY 
warrren By CLaupe ALMOND 


I was born at Painton, Lincolnshire, England, in 1802. T left 
England in March I911 at the age of nineteen and came to Gleichen. 
From there I went out helping to drill wells from Milo to Aldersyde at 
fifteen cents an hour and board, from four in the morning until ten at 
night. 


In July 1911 I helped Bob Beck haul two loads of lumber from 
east of DeWinton to the Hand Hills. It took four and a half days. Then 
decided to stay and take up a homestead and pre-emption. 


In the fall of twelve I hauled lumber from Munson to build a house. 
We had to haul from Munson as the railway had not come through at 
that time. Munson was twenty miles straight west. 


In the winter of 1912 T hauled water for the E. L. Venus outfit 
which was stack threshing in the Hand Hills, and east to Hand Hills 
Take. In 1913 I helped Mr. Venus do breaking with his elght-plow outfit; 
and in the fall of the same year I hauled water for the Venus outfit 
threshing north of Delia, and then back to the Hand Hills, During. the 
Winter of 1913 I worked in Hugh Mason’s and Fred Mason’s coal mines. 


In 1914 I stayed with Erie Beck and lived on Dr. Lawson's place 
and did some breaking on my own place. In the fall of 1914 I hauled 
bundles for Bill Blair; then in the winter of 1914-1915 I worked for 
‘Angus Dartt, feeding cattle for twenty-five dollars a month, 


In 1915 I worked with the Venus outfit. In the winter of 1915-1916 
T helped Tommy Somme to feed four hundred calves that belonged to 
Campbell from the river. In 1916 I put in a small crop of oats 


In the spring of 1917 Dick Bell, Jackson Howard, Oscar Peet and 
I went to Red Deer and joined the 187th Battalion. In July we were 
moved to Sarcee Camp, where we had a good time. In the fall we went 
to live in the horse barns in Calgary; and on November 26th we were 
moved to Amherst, Nova Scotia, On December 10 I went to the hospital 
in Amherst, Nova Scotia, where I met Bessie Robinson, who was nursing 
there, and we were married while T was still a patient. 





When we came back to the Hand Hills to live I told my wife we 
would just put a mattress on the floor. She said we had to set up the 
bedstead, as she had seen mice running around on the floor and she did 
not want company in bed. One thing, no man or dog came to our house 
and went away hungry! 

When Hallowe'en came along the bachelor boys came and said I 
had to go with them to borrow a neighbor's turkey for a feed. I told 
them that I was a married man, and had to stay home. Then one of 
the boys picked up the wife's tame goose, and said the goose or me, 
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and the wife said, “Take the old man!” So then she 
in for eats and coffee. 


invited the boys 


We raised four children, Jim, Peter, Ann and Garry. 


Every time there was a school picnic I would take 


two sacks of ice 
and the ice cream frees 


zer. The other people would bring their freezers 
too, and the children and grown-ups would have their fill of real ice 
cream. We used to go to box socials and pie sales and a lot of carrot 
pies were eaten. Some winters we went to the different neighbor's every 
Friday night and had bridge games. I lived north of P. O. Courtney's, 
Herman Joberg’s, Bill Smith’s and E. L. Venus’s and we 


always visited 
among one another and had a good time. 


I went out threshing every 
farmers’ houses to eat and 
to do better than their nei 
what you make itl 


fall for forty years. We went to the 
always had the best of eats, as the ladies liked 
ighbors, We always had a good time, as life is 





This is Claude Almond's outfit of all black horses taken in 1926 


We sold the farm to our son, 
the Senior Citizens’ Home in Hanna 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 


Garry has since acquired some more farm land and operates a small 
feedlot in connection with his farming operations 


Garry, in.May 1965 and moved to 
and have lived here since. 


ROBERT BECK STORY AND PEET STORY INCLUDED 
sy Mrs. Ann Peer Bex 





Robert Beck had purchased the George Hall homestead and Mrs. 
Beck (nee Annie Peet) recalls: 
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In the spring of 1912 I left England with my two brothers to join 
the three brothers already in Canada, Robert Beck met me at Gleichen 
fand we were married there, His farm, and those of my brothers, were 
in the Hand Hills. We travelled by democrat for three days reaching 
Drumheller where we expected to ferry the river. It was out for repair 
and we crossed by boat. My husband took the wheels off the democrat 
‘and loaded all in the boat. The team swam across. We reached home 
in the Hand Hills the third night about nine o'clock. 


I well remember the shower the neighbors gave us one evening. This 
was something altogether new to me, They called it a “charivari”. 


Since there was only 30 acres broke, the harvesting was no big 
problem. 


We looked eagerly forward to getting mail twice weekly which 
was brought from the Hand Hills store (Congdon’s) to Mr. Trenaman’s 


T had not long been there when the schoolteacher came to board 
with us, As we were over two miles from school we provided her with 
2 saddle horse to ride, I had often to thaw food in the mornings to 
prepare her lunches. She was a city gitl and the following fall left to 
take a college course. 


The mosquitoes were a trial. They, too, were a new experience for me. 





My husband hauled lumber from Gleichen for our first home, His 
father and brother had homesteads there. 


We looked forward to visits from my brothers on Sunday, and 
from Robert's brother, C. Ernie Beck, who lived in the “Cut-Off Coulee”. 
‘We spent some very happy times those first years. 





We had four horses by this time and three or four cows. We went 
to Munson to shop, usually went one day and came back the next. Soon 
track was Inid from Munson east and about 1913 Delia came into being. 
‘This was during the dark years of war when Robert's brother, C. Etnie 
Beck, a cousin, Claude Almond, and two of my brothers, Jack and Oscar 
Peet, offered their services to their country. My youngest brother (Oscar 
Peet) did not return, but remains in France on Vimy Ridge. 





We made butter and traded it at the store for goods. There was little 
cash to be exchanged. 
I shall never forget the first hailstorm I experienced. I was home 
alone and the terrifie wind and noise of hail were quite frightening to me. 
In January, 1913, our oldest boy, Erie, was born, at home of course. 
He didn't wait for the kind neighbor, Mrs. Quashnick, who was to stay 
with me and help, but was already born when she arrived, 


In 1914 we had a teacher with us who was born in Red Deer, so 
she was acclimatized, 
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It must have been about this time that our neighbors to the west, 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Dawson and family moved to Delia, We missed 
them very much, 


In 1916 our first baby girl, Gwendoline, was born. I was very 
pleased at the prospect of company for me. By this time there was a 
doctor resident in Delia, Dr. Ingham 


We had another baby girl, Maxine, who was not strong and left us 
at an early age. 





In 1925 with our three children Eric, Gwen and Harvey, we moved 
to New Zealand, but as I had poor health in that climate, we moved 
back again to the Hand Hills in 1927; when we built the brick house 
on the land that had formerly been Sam Pocklington’s, About 1941 we 
moved to Clive where we live at the present time. Eric and his wife 
Gladys (nee Millard) farm four miles northwest of Clive. Gwen, now 


Mrs. Wallace Sharpe, lives in Calgary. Harvey with his wile and family 
are at Stettler, 





THE RICHARD BELL STORY 
sy Auice (Bex) Howarp 


Our parents were both born in England, Dad, Richard Bell better 
known as “Dick”, joined the Royal Garrison Artillery and served in the 
King’s uniform for forty years. He saw service in India, Ceylon and Malta 
in 1896, at the age of twenty-one years. At that time he was said to be 
the youngest sergeant in the British forces. He was a South Alrican Boer 
War veteran, His was the army life. 





He married Elizabeth Stevens of Brighton, England, daughter of a 
Cartwright. After the Boer War they came to Canada’ in 1902 where 
they purchased a ranch seven miles west of the cow town of Calgary 


My brother Jack and I (Alice) were born in Calgary's first hospital, 
a large house improvised into a hospital 


During the severe winter of 1906 my Dad suffered heavy losses, We 
sold out soon after and moved to Kalispell, Montana. Kalispell was a 
beautiful spot, with mountains, lakes and valleys. Dad worked in the 
orchards, Brother Ernest was born at White Fish Lake, Kalispell, Montana, 


In 1911, our folks decided to return to Alberta. Learning of this new 
area being settled they set out from Kalispell to destination Rainbow. We 
came by covered wagon with all our carthly possessions, It was a long, tedious 
trip for one team. The road, mostly trails over mountains, through brush, 
across streams and rivers, was very rough. The only comfort Mother had 
was a “spring seat” and netting to keep off the millions of mosquitoes. 


We came over the tragic Frank Slide on a trail winding in and out 
among the rocks and boulders. It was so windy at Crow's Nest Pass we 
couldn’t put up our tent. We travelled to Macleod, now Fort Macleod, 
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across prairie, as the erow flies, to Bassano. From there to Rainbow over 
turtle back and bulfalo trails. It took us two months to complete the trip. 


After living at various places for short periods, Rainbow and Munson, 
we scttled in the Hand Hills about 1913, Dad obtained work with W. B. 
Smith and Fred McFadden, They both remarked that “Dick” was the best 
hired man they could hirer But Dad didn’t care to work for himself, 
probably caused by so many years in the services, Moving so much was 
very hard on our Mother, but no matter where we settled Mother always 
made a cosy home for us and she had the art of “doing a lot with very 
little”. Like most English women she endured many hardships with 
English “grit”. 


Our schooling suffered a great deal with so many schools. Our parents 
taught us considerable at home. Jack and I could never forget that old 
“MacMillan Reader”, which we started into a dozen times. 


It was at the Hand Hills School we formed a lifetime association with 
Helen, Ada, and George Venus; Mildred and Andrew Mason; the Peter- 
sons—Van, Grace, Tony and Ben. The Courtneys, Helen, Francis and 
Geraldine; also Charles Keith and Charles Morrison. 


When war broke out in 1914 Dad, with Claude Almond, Oscar Peet 
and Jackson Howard joined up with the 187th Battalion under Colonel 
Robinson of Munson. A farewell party was given at “Dad” Venus's. Dad 
did not see active service in France as he was over age. He served as 
paymaster sergeant in England. 


During the four years of war we lived on the John Peet place, Mother 
did a lot of sewing for the Red Cross. She made several dressing gowns, 
pyjamas and bandages. We children attended Blair School where brother 
Ernest began grade one under Miss Cary Robinson (Nimmo) 


‘This was the very best school we ever attended. Teachers like Miss 
Scott, an excellent singer and violinist; Mae and Beryl Beck, Mr. Millar 
and Miss Robinson, you could never forget. They possessed a storehouse 
of knowledge and wisdom which they could instil in us, Pupils of Blair 
and the Hand Hills have taken high positions in every field with success. 





‘Those attending Blair during our four years were: Betty Blair; Babe 
and Elsie Lenfesty; Fay and Thetus Adams; Eleanor and Lawrence Me- 
Naughton; Alice, Jack and Emest Bell; Dale, Bert and Martha Edmonson; 
Jean, Helen, and Dorothy Richardson; Selma and Mildred Anderson; 
Dorothy Ross; Brenda and Paul Rowe. 

‘The grade eight class graduating in 1919 were: Betty Blair, Fay 
‘Adams, Alice Bell, Martha Edmonson and Dorothy Richardson. We wrote 
our departmentals in Delia 

Following the war we moved to our Dad’s homestead at the top 
of Cut-Off Coulee, Dad grew a splendid garden and kept a few horses. 
Tt was a pretty place and there was an abundance of saskatoons. The 
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army training kept Dad in splendid condition and even at seventy years 
he walked six miles to Delia every Saturday to play chess with Mr. F.C. 
Richert, Duncan Campbell and Mr. Dawson. Dad passed away in 1932 
and was accorded a military funeral in Delia. 


Jack trained as a barber. He barbered at Stettler. Finally he bought 
his own shop at Claresholm. He suffered ill health and died in 1933 at 
the early age of twenty-nine, 


Mother passed away in 1953. 


Emest and his wife Helen live in Montgomery. He trained in 
mechanics and specialized in diesel. He also worked a great deal as 
a contractor, He spent four years in the air force. They have one son 
Glenn with his Bachelor of Education obtained at Calgary University 
He majored in mathematics and teaches in White Horse. 


I, Alice, graduated from Garbutt Business College, but didn’t like 
office work, I continued on in high school, graduating from South Calgary 
High. My teacher training wes taken at Camrose where I obtained my 
First Class Certificate. This work I found interesting end rewarding 


Eprron’s Nore: Alice married Emest Howard in 1933 at the Tom 
McKee farm north of Delia. Their family story is told in the Ernest Howard 
story, 


THE MILLIGAN STORY 


‘There is always a beginning so we will start at the starting line. 
Elgin arrived in Craigmyle on April 17, 1918 after riding in a boxcar 
from Spillimacheen, British Columbia. Also in the car were horses, cows 
and some chickens, and wow! was the wind blowing! 


The first thing that didn’t lock according to Hoyle was a man 
running his work team hitched to a wagon. In the part of the world I 
hhad just left work horses were not to be forced off a walk. What was 
to be our home for the next thirty years was Henry Darts old homestead 
where he had ranched for several years until the homesteaders got too 
numerous. 


I had been batching and “had enough of that”, then Margaret arrived 
on May fifth, accompanied by our three children: Roy, six years; Freda, 
three years and Doris, eighteen months. 


I planted some barley and oh! what a dry year! All there was to 
harvest was put in a wagon box—this includes the straw. 


Money was money in those days, but it wasn’t on speaking terms 
with us. We had enough to go back to British Columbia where I got a 


job in the mines to make a grub stake for the next summer. However, 
from then on things went up and dewn. 
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Before I get ahead of myself, I must include Edna, who was born 
in September. Now we were six, each one helping the other. Tt didn’t 
take us very long to find we had good neighbors and that sure helped. 


We soon heard the story about the country blacksmith on Bob 
Congdon’s place, The farmers would fetch their plow shares to be 
sharpened, and while waiting would drink all the blacksmith’s drinking 
water, which he had to carry quite some distance. So he asked Bob to 
fetch him a new bed chamber from Stettler, where Bob went for supplies 
for his store. The blacksmith washed the chamber and filled it—with 
water and put it where his drinking water was kept. When the farmers 
asked where the drinking water was the blacksmith went over and had 
‘a drink out of the bed chamber. The farmers stopped drinking water! 





Writing this at age seventy-seven, I am quite forgetful of happenings, 
but in those earlier years the young folks forget very important things. 
‘There is the story of the young bride who waited all day in Delia for 
the groom. But alas! the groom had forgotten his wedding day! Another 
amusing incident is about the neighbor who had bought his first new 
automobile and had it but a few days. He got all dressed ready to go to 
Saskatoon to meet his bride and found he couldn’t start the car. He came 
running over to our place and asked me to help him start his car. So on 
arriving at the car I got in the seat and asked him for the keys. He says 
“Oh sure, that’s the trouble, I forgot to put the key in”. 





So ‘now we are along to 1920 when our second son Mac arrived. We 
are seven. Freda has started to school and Roy is doing better riding his 
horse in that he isn’t getting bucked off so often. Poor Roy! I just couldn't 
get him a horse that wouldn’t buck. But maybe the black cloud had a 
silver lining es now Roy hes managed to make most of the hurdles. He 
has put in many hard years at Rocky Mountain House clearing bush 
off three hundred acres. He married Jessie Osborne and they have two 
children, Dennis and Florence. 


Our eldest daughter Freda married John Chemnos. They have two 
children, LaVerne and Rodney, both married. Freda and John live at 
Langdon Corner near Calgary. Doris is next, married to Fred Burr and 
living in Port Alberni, British Columbia, They have three children, 
Joanne, Gary and Allison, 





Edna is the fourth, married to Paul Killian and living in Delia. They 
hhad one son Donald, whose death on June 1, 1964, marred our happy 
family. There was no happier boy than Donniet 


Mac is the fifth, married to Louise Stubbs. They have three boys, 
Kenneth, Harvey and Douglas, and are living in the Hand Hills. 


Here we are in 1930, when Joyce arrived. We are eight! Joyce married 
Roy Fletcher and they have six children: Trina, Mylene, Celese, Anita, 
Kent and Rene. They all live at Kitimat, British Columbia 
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We attended our first Hand Hills Stampede at Jack Miller's Ranch 
in 1919. One big steer decided to head for open country and the crowd 
opened a path for him. At one point he decided to jump into a buggy 
but he only managed to get half way in and fell on the front wheel 
‘That was the finish of the wheel and the couple who were sitting in the 
buggy landed on the ground. 

‘There must be something said about the fall—the most beautiful 
‘month of all the year! When the thresherman and his crew arrive every- 
thing is hustle and bustle, glad to see them arrive and pleased to sce 
them leave, as the mothers and daughters with all the meals and lunches 
to prepare, are about exhausted. One year when Francis Courtney did our 
threshing I really got a pleasant surprise. Upon paying my bill Francis 
said, “I give a ten percent rebate for cash”. That was something I had 
never received before and what's more, I had full weight for my grain. 





Then there was the time in the 1930s when farmers had poor crops 
and still poorer prices. It was a case of root hog or die, so away went 
ninety percent of the farmers to Willow Creek to dig coal. Some came 
from as far as thirty-five miles. One morning on my way to the diggings 
I counted all the horses going to the diggings and coming home, also 
the ones working at stripping the dirt off the coal, and there were two 
hundred and fifty horses, 

"There was one fellow who got his coal the easy way. John Marshall 
hhad a coal mine out a few miles from Delia and this fellow was hauling 
his winter’s supply from John’s mine. When he had his last load he said 
to John, “If you can change a hundred dollar bill I will pay for the coal” 
But John said, “I just haven’t that much change”. The fellow didn’t show 
up until the next winter, when he started getting the winter supply. 
Again when his last load was on the sleigh he asked John to change the 
hundred dollar bill. John didn’t have any change. This time John made 
up his mind to have change, should this fellow come again. Sure enough 
hhe got his coal and the last load he said, “Can you change a hundred 
dollar bill?” John said, “Sure I can!” The fellow promptly replied “I 
forgot to bring the hundred dollar bill”. So John never did collect the 
money. Note here: John put forty-one years, rather winters, in that coal 
mine. 














I must mention the dances in the school houses. ‘The desks were 
piled at the back wall and as the youngsters fell asleep they were deposited 
on the desks rolled in coats and rugs, and on went the dance. Those times 
we didn’t have antifreeze so everyone drained his radiator. One night I 
saw one fellow making trip after trip, carrying water from the pump to 
{ill his radiator. There was a stream of water running from his car. ‘This 
fellow shouts “Hey! Milligan, come and put your finger in this radiator 
and figure why I can’t get it full”. The trouble was the water was blood 
temperature and he couldn’t feel it. Well he just had one too many. 





It would be difficult to forget when we butchered a calf, dressed 
weight two hundred pounds, delivered it to a store in East Coulee thirty 
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miles distant and received twelve dollars and we were obliged to take 
groceries. Could you find anyone these days who would freight it thirty 
miles for the twelve dollars. 


Another example of working for nothing, Frank Lomas shipped a 
five gallon can of cream to Burns and Company, Calgary. He received 
hinety-six cents. Frank wrote a letter to Burns and Company saying, 
“If you think I am chambermaiding to those cows for my health, you are 
barking up the wrong tree”. 


Karl Bund tells one on himself. When he arrived in the Hand Hills 
hhe couldn’t speak the English language. Someone advised him to get 
some gopher poison and mix it with wheat to poison the gophers which 
were destroying the crops. Karl went to the store and looked around. He 
saw @ can of peanut butter with the picture of a squirrel on it, so he 
bought this, thinking that it was a gopher. He mixed up several batches 
of this but the gophers were just getting fat on this diet. By talking to 
one of his neighbors he discovered that he actually was fattening the 
gophers. 





‘There is the fellow who had help to butcher a beef. His helper said, 
“1 will come over in the morning and help you cut it down and carry 
it in to the shop”. Upon arriving at the farm in the morning the beef 
‘was gone and the helper said, “Gee that must have been terribly heavy”. 
“Qh, no!” said the farmer, “I just cut it into six quarters”. 





In concluding these notes, I must say that all in all the Hand Hills 
was good to us and that the people who live there in the future will be 
handsomely rewarded, 


THE LAWRENCE MORTON STORY 


I, Lawrence Morton, was born on February 6, 1917 to Kingsley 
and Alice Morton in a homestead shack. I took my schooling at Elmer 
School. 


In 1932 I decided to get out in this big world and try to find work; 
to see a little of how some of the rest of the country lived. After riding 
the “rods” a little, I drifted west to B.C, then down into Washington 
and Idaho, working wherever I could find work. I soon returned to the 
Hand Hills as on all my travels I found no place I liked better than 
the “dear old hills of home”. 


I rented some land from Ernest Peacock in 1936 and got my first 
taste of farming on my own. The next year Frances Peacock and I were 
married, We farmed the Peacock farm for a couple of years. I worked 
here and there for a year or two before renting and moving onto a half- 
section of Dan Klumps’ land in the Georgetown school district. 


In 1943 I was fortunate enough to purchase 5-30-17 on the western 
side of the Hand Hills from Mrs. Fennel. This land was known as the 
Albert Dawson and Henry Quaschnick homesteads. As there were no 
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buildings on this place we rented the buildings on the Harry Taylor 
place from Willis Tario for a year until we got some buildings erected 
to move into. This was not a suitable location on account of it being so 
far from school; so in 1949 we purchased the quarter known as the 
Palmer place from Allen Beaton. This called for us to start building and 
moving all over again. In 1952 we obtained the Beck homestead or George 
Innes place, from Fred Richert. This completes the land we hold as to now. 


Frances likes to tell of a few incidents she considers comical now, 
but were rather frustrating at the time they happened, 


This one episode happened when I was breaking a sorrel pony. 
‘Things were going quite well when suddenly the pony decided that that 
was enough of that nonsense, so she bucked. The saddle and I went over 
her head, stripping the bridle off too. Frances tells it as: Lawrence was 
riding the pony when they went behind the haystack, but a complete 
change occurred there; as only the pony came out, with no rider, no 
saddle and no bridle. 


Another incident was when we were hauling green feed to stack 
behind the barn. I was driving down the hill towards the barn when 
the harness broke and the rack came up against the horses’ rumps. They 
could hold it back alright but couldn’t turn, As luck would have it a bank 
pighouse, which had the roof level with the ground, was right in the way, 
s0 team, rack, load of green feed, and I went right through the roof 
where the pigs were sleeping, What a “whoosh of pigs” that came out of 
there! No one, or any thing, was damaged too much, but what a terrible 
place to stack bundles from. 


She also tells about the time that I traded a team for another older 
team. I decided I would use them to haul some straw. I asked Frances 
to hold the reins while I hitched them up so they wouldn’t start before 
T was ready. When I took the reins and stepped on the rack I bade them 
to go. Well they both just sat down! They were so balky they wouldn’t 
tighten the tugs or even make an attempt to pull so I'm sure they wouldn't 
have run away 











We have eight children. Darlene is married to Charles Schmaltz 
‘They have five children and are now living in Drumheller. Merle married 
Irene Karg Morton and they have one son. Barbara married Leo Page, 
they have two sons and live at Westlock, Brenda married Barry Thomas 
and now resides in Calgary. Laverne, Larry, Murray, and Anita are at 
home attending school in Delia, 


Eprror’s Nore: Lawrence has becn a government brand inspector 
now for ten years and enjoys it very much as he likes working with 
livestock. 


THE INNES STORY 
sy Mas, Jean (Ines) McLzon 


Sometime in early December, 1919, George and Margaret Innes 
and myself (Jean) moved from Pontiex, Saskatchewan, to settle in the 
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Hand Hills District, south of Delia on @ piece of land formerly owned 
by Bob Beck 


My father was born at Thurso, Scotland, and came to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, in 1906, He got a job with the railroad as brakeman. He stayed 
with this work until 1912 or 1913, then moved to a homestead at Pontiex, 
Saskatchewan. He had asthma very badly while working on the train 
‘and he thought the prairie air would help cure it. 





Mother came from Dundee, Scotland, in 1902, where she was born. 
She stayed with an uncle and an aunt at Newpewa, Manitoba. Shortly 
after arriving she went to work as a practical nurse at Portage La Prairie 
until her marriage in 1910. She moved to Miniota as a bride. 


When we came to the Hills Dad went into the cattle business as we 
had lots of land. With the slump in prices, a bad winter, and little feed, 
hhe soon found this to be a non-profitable business. Sometime between 
1922 and 1926 he started to sheep which he disposed of before 
moving to Michichi around 1943, He was very fond of animals and had 
brought some registered Clydesdale horses from Saskatchewan. He took 
a good many prizes at the Delia Fair with them. 


Mother also took part in the fair with her baking, handwork, turkeys, 
geese and chickens, I also did writing and fine stitches. 


Mother and Dad worked hard and sometimes with not the returns 
they should have had—due to weather conditions, ete. 


Mother also helped different families during times of illness in their 
families. 


‘After moving to Michichi they had a sale of all their stock and 
machinery. They moved into a cosy little house in Turner Valley and 
were very happy. Dad developed leukemia and passed away in 1954 at 
the age of seventy-five, The year before, he had a trip home to Scotland 
which he enjoyed. He is buried in Calgary. 








Mother carried on and lived in her house alone until the spring of 
1966 when she became very ill. The doctors thought she would be better 
in a nursing home. She is in fairly good health at eighty-six and is in the 
Southwood Nursing Home in Calgary. 


In 1931 I finished my high school in Delia and went in training at 
the Calgary General Hospital, from which I graduated in 1934 with my 
RN. 


I worked supervising at the General and spent six months in Great 
Falls, Montana, In 1937 I was married to J. S. McLeod of Tumer Valley. 
We have lived there ever since and wouldn't live anywhere else. We 
have three children: Margaret, a teacher now married with two children 
of her own, a girl and a boy; Eleanor Jean, a nurse following in her mother’s 
footsteps from the General. She is married and works for the V.O.N. in 
gary; Jim, the youngest, is apprenticing for a mechanic. 


247 






































I remember the good house parties and dances we went to at Jobergs, 
Milligans, Peets and Lindsays, only to mention a few. We played cards 
and danced and drove home in a sleigh with the cold moon shining down 
on us. The other thing that sticks out in my mind is the homemade ice 
cream made in the old fashioned freezers which were turned by hand. 
ce .cream never tasted so good! 


One story I think some of the Hand Hills school children might have 
forgotten, which stands out in my mind very clearly, is about one of our 
teachers. We always had a new teacher every year, I guess they either 
couldn’t take it or had found a husband. The year I was in grade four 
our teacher came from eastern Canada and by Christmas she had found 
a husband. Sometimes he drove her to school and sometimes she drove 
herself. Anyway, it must have been a very windy day in April when 
she asked some of the bigger boys to put a few rocks in the buggy so 
she wouldn't be blown over on her way home. We all helped and filled 
the buggy to overflowing, hardly leaving a place for her to sit. A short 
time later she asked us to write a letter of apology for something we 
hhad done or said about her. One student wrote: 


Dear Teacher: I'm very sorry that I helped fill your buggy with 
rocks, and called you a little brown bear when you were walking down 
the road (she had a brown fur coat). We never did hear the rest of the 
letter as she fainted. We wrapped her in her old fur coat on the school 
bench. Fortunately her husband came and took her home. I don’t remem- 
ber who wrote the letter but she must have suspected that we called her 
names. 


Not so many years ago I heard a birthday greeting to the same lady, 
over the radio, on her eighty-fourth birthday 


ANTON ZIPPER 
sy Many Zipper 


Anton Zipper boarded the boat Westphalia at Hamburg, Germany, 
on April 13, 1938, and landed at Halifax April 22. From there he travelled 
by train to Craigmyle, arriving on April 27. 


He went to work for Mr. Gaetz until 1932 when he purchased some 
land for hiniself. To help make ends meet he again worked for Mr. Gaetz 
in 1935, 


He now owns and farms the west half of section 30-29-17 which was 
purchased from Mr. Gilbert, the east half of 30 bought from the Manu- 
facturer’s Life Insurance, and the south half of section 31 from Reuben Peet. 





In 1950 he returned to his native country and married Josephine 
Gangl, to return and make their home on the Gilbert homestead. They 
have twins, Mary and Alois, who attend the Elmer school now, as the 
school boundaries have been changed from the early days. 
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SAMUEL MAMMEL STORY 
sy Ben Mamet 


In 1927 Mr. and Mrs. Mammel and children came by boat from 
Besarabia, later known as the Moldavian Soviet Republic. They landed 
at Halifax then came by train to Hanna. They lived eighteen miles north- 
cast of Hanna for a few years before moving to Vegreville in 1933. 


In 1936 they moved to the Hand Hills onto the Walt Allen place. 
It took them seven days to move with their belongings on a wagon and 
the democrat trailing on behind. 


Emil, the oldest boy, had moved onto the Rowe place. Now, he as 
well as most of his family live in Calgary. 


Emil tells an interesting anecdote. Enroute from Halifax on the 
train he saw the trainman selling some fruit, which turned out to be 
bananas, which they had never seen nor tasted in Besarabia. Emil was 
extremely curious and bought one or two to taste. When he took a bite 
he purposefully made a face so his sisters wouldn’t want a taste of his. 
‘The first taste was delicious and he didn’t want to have to share them 
with the rest 


Emma tells of a similar transaction. After landing by boat at Halifax 
they noticed a lot of people chewing something but never could see them 
putting anything in their mouths. It was very puzzling to them as to 
why these people were chewing. You see, like bananas, they had never 
scen or heard of gum. 


Most of the Mammel girls worked in various hospitals before they 
were married, 


Olga married Emil Burgemiester, but unfortunately he passed away 
carly age, leaving a boy and girl fatherless, She is now married 
to Mr. Hilz and they live in Calgary. 





Elsie was married to Albert Rosin but in 1956 she passed away 
leaving a large family of children. 


Emma, Annie, and Margaret, are married and live in Calgary. 


Ida is married and lives in Chilliwack, B.C. Ben worked in Calgary for 
three years but the “Hills” have a way of calling some back. 


In 1953 Ben and Mabel Brown Morrison were married, Ben has a 
daughter, Sharon, and a son, Don, from his previous marriage to 
Marjorie Paynter, then # local girl. Sharon is working in Calgary. Don 
married Carol Chambers on April 13, 1968, and they are living in @ 
trailer in Ben’s and Mabel’s yard on the original Morrison homestead. 


In 1944 Mr. and Mrs. Sam Mammel sold out and moved to Calgary. 
They celebrated their fiftieth or Golden Anniversary in 1958, 


249 



































Mr, Mammel passed away February 4, 1963, and Mrs. Mammel stil 
resides in Calgary near most of her family 


EDWARD MOENCH STORY 
sy Epwarp Morenci, 
‘The second son born to Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Moench of the Rocky 
Hill district was Edward. 


He married Anna Sieppert, daughter of Mr. and Mrs, William 
Sieppert of the Rocky Hill district, on November 8, 1945. 


Eddie and Annie moved onto the Adams farm before buying the 
Elgin Milligan homestead in 1949. Here they still make their home where 
they have raised six children 


Lily was born in 1947 and works in Calga 





The following children still remain at home. Lester was born in. 
1949, Leonard born in 1953, the twins Lois and Lyle born in 1956 and 
Lydia Anne born in 1962. 


DAVID MOENCH STORY 
py Viotet MozncH Mutuican 
Dave was born on December 27, 1921, to Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Moench. He married Violet Temple of Hanna in 1943 and they bought 
the William Peet farm in the Hand Hills school district in 1947 and 
moved there. Here they remained until his death in May of 1965 





Dave Moench hauling coal 


‘They have four children. 


Bemice, born in 1944, married Reg Marshall of Craigmyle and they 
now reside at Fort St. John, B.C. 
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Wayne, of Hanna, was born in 1948, 

Teresa and Lori Anne, born in 1954 and 1962 respectively, live with 
their mother. 

Violet Moench married Mac Milligan on April 27, 1968, and they 
live on the Mac Milligan farm. 


VALENTINE GOBEL 


Valentine Gobel was born in Qu’Appelle Valley, Saskatchewan, in 
September, 1903. He was the fourth child of a very large family. It was 
here that he received his elementary education. At the age of twelve 
and a half years he was the only student in his class to pass grade eight. 
When he was sixteen he went to Edmonton to complete his schooling 
and to take a college course. He wrote his examinations in the old Medical 
Arts building. From here he went to the States and graduated to become 
a professor of mathematics. Two of his pupils in St. Paul-were sons of 
Reverend Koehneke, who was one of our early ministers, and home- 
steaded on the land now owned by Harold Moench. 


When the depression struck in the States, Val was prohibited from 
working because of his Canadian citizenship. To obtain United States 
citizenship papers was next to impossible at that particular time so he 
took a theological course including Greek, Hebrew, Latin and two modern 
languages. 


In 1931 he returned to western Canada as an ordained Lutheran 
clergyman. For three years he was very active in this field in the Drum- 
heller and Craigmyle districts. This was in the midst of the depression 
when collections were so small that at times he was forced to do manual 
labor to augment his income. Many people of this area have been 
associated with him through hours of sadness and frivolity. He had his 
quota of suicides, but that belongs te the past, also broken homes, mental 
upsets, ruptured appendixes, and supplied free taxi service to and from 
hospitals. The patients had no money to pay for services rendered, It 
seemed at times they had no hopes or anything, as farming was just a 
nightmare, with duststorms, critical shortage of everything; grasshoppers, 
monotonous foods and empty cupboards. Lots of them had their own 
personal doubts but little they knew of soup kitchens, hunger marches 
and bread lines as they didn’t even have newspapers, 


Two of the first babies Val baptized in the Craigmyle district were 
Alma Albright and Irene Karg. 


He went to work in the Provincial Relief Clothing Depot in the old 
Hudson Bay store in Edmonton. He saw ways of living in all its ugly 
phases. Women would come in or write in to have a dress selected for 
them, They were all drab prints, worth about seventy-five cents and 
no choice. The shoes sent were flat, clumsy looking footwear. An expectant 
mother was allowed only ten yards of flannelette, sometimes grey, and two 


251 











































































balls of wool yam, Women’s agitation groups finally got safety pins, 
knitting needles and a couple of other items added to the relief list. ‘This 
went on for a long time, Many people around here received assistance of 
some kind, 

During World War II Val gave over five years of service to his 
country. Three of the years were in the R.C.A.F. uniform and then @ 
couple of years in civilian capacity investigating some organizations and 
also working in the censorship department. His knowledge of so many 
languages was useful in this work. He was awarded a Certificate of Merit 
and Service, signed by Doctor J. McCann. 


In 1947, after completing an agriculture course, he bought the S. A. 
Peterson homestead, Here the saying is “You can get a frostbite on 
Hallowe'en and a sunstroke in July, with lots and lots of clouds, but 
hardly a splash of rain”. 

Twice Val was unsuccessful as a Liberal candidate, both federal and 
provincial. At the present time he is President of the Hand Hills REA. 
and municipal councillor for Starland. \ 


Val seldom umps ball games or curls anymore, but likes to watch 
He used to be very active in both sports. 

In Edmonton in 1935 Val married Geraldine Courtney, a registered 
nurse. 


After all these years on the farm he often wonders what he is doing 
there anyway, but every “why” has a “wherefore”. 


ELMER BERTSCH STORY 
sy ELMER AND Mary Beatscr 


Elmer was born in March, 1921, to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bertsch of 
Flmer school district. Like most babies in those days he was-born in the 
home. There were no close hospitals or our transportation to hospitals 
was not fast enough to make the long journey. 


In 1945 he bought the Fred McFadden farm but didn’t live there 
until he married Mary Brown, a registered nurse of Staffordshire, England, 
in August, 1953. Mary nursed in Drumheller hospital from 1948 until 
1953 steady, but since she has been a “nurse on call”. She trained for 
her R.N. in Wolverhampton, England, before coming over here. ) 





Eprron’s Nore: She has often been called on to assist locally to 
accompany a patient to a hospital. These people are certainly an extra 
credit to any country. 


HARRY GRAGG 


Mr. and Mrs. Gragg and their son Vernon bought the Roy Lindsay 
farm in November, 1958, and only stayed a very short time, approximately 
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two years, then sold it to Fred Courtney who is living there. The Graggs 
came from Bow Island, Alberta, to this place. Those couple of years 
saw crops not as bountiful as some years so they couldn’t see their way 
lear to remain there. We were all sorry to see them leave as they were 
very community-minded, 


Mr. and Mrs. Gragg are living in Calgary and Vernon was working 
on the oil rigs in the northern part of Alberta. 


HERMAN JESKE 


Herman Jeske came to the Hand Hills from Saskatchewan to work 
for $. A. Peterson about 1936. He farmed the Peterson homestead (W'/ 
35-29-17) for some years, then the W'/, of 4-30-17, which had been the 
Innes farm, About 1958 or 1959 he moved to Rosedale and worked in 
the mine there for some time. 


‘THE HAND HILLS LADIES’ CLUB 
warren By Mus. Mancarer Muzica 


‘The Hand Hills Ladies’ Club came into being about 1930. Mrs. Roy 
Lindsay invited we women to her home to discuss and organize the club. 
Mrs, Lindsay was elected president and Mrs. George Innes secretary. We 
met the second Thursday of each month, taking turns at the different 
homes. We each paid a dollar to join and ten cents each month. 


During the first years we made quilts and raffled them off; we also 
put on dances at the school house and the proceeds all went to buy the 
Hand Hills school. We bought a double swing—a very good one, two 
gasoline lanterns, cups, saucers, plates, spoons and forks, to use when 
we had “do's” and dances in the school. We also bought Christmas gilts 
for the school children. 


Our first members were Mrs: Roy Lindsay, Mrs. William Smith, Mrs. 
George Innes, Mrs. P. O. Courtney, Mrs. H. Joberg, Mrs. Venus, Mrs. 
William Peet, Mrs. Rube Peet, Mrs. C. Almond, and myself; and in 
later years, Mrs. Flett, Mrs. McDonald, Mrs. Arley Stevenson, Mrs. Alex 
Gallagher and Mrs, Fred McFadden. From time to time other ladies 
joined the group: Mrs, S. A. Peterson and Ruth, Mrs. F. Courtney, Mrs. 
Tom McBeath, and Mrs, George Morrison. Mrs. Charlie Morrison, Phyllis 
McDonald and Mrs. Louise Milligan joined later on. Through the years 
most of us had been president or secretary. 


During World War II we did a lot of Red Cross work, although we 
didn’t have a branch, but got our work through the Craigmyle branch. 
We made a quilt at each meeting, and those who could knit took wool 
home to knit into turtleneck sweaters and hose, ete, The women who 
didn’t knit took materials and made pyjamas, nighties, bandages, etc. We 
all worked real hard for the Red Cro 
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‘The Roll Call at the meetings was answered in a variety of ways— 
sometimes a recipe, a poem, a quotation from the Bible, an embarassing 
moment, ete 


The men usually drove us to the meetings, especially during the 
winter months, and lots of times we would have as many men as women 
at our meetings. At most summer meetings we had visitors as we were 
to bring our company along. 


THE WI 





EST SIDE CLUB AFTER MRS. MILLIGAN’S TIME. 
sy Mas. Apa (Venus) Laverty 


I joined the club when it was called “The Hand Hills Ladies Club” 
in 1930; then we left the Hand Hills in 1932, T rejoined in 1963 when 
we moved to Delia where four of us members now live. It takes in much 
more territory now, but we enjoy the same kind of activities—donating 
to the Red Cross, Salvation Army, crippled children, shower gifts, baby 
gifts and sick folks’ gifts and sympathy cards. 


This club still carries on with a membership of sixteen in 1968. We 
have had a very social and rewarding time. 


At the end of last year we had a turkey supper—the club bought the 
turkey and everything else was pot luck, The members and their husbands 
were invited. Twenty-six sat down to a lovely supper—turkey and all the 
trimmings. This is to be repeated this year. 


The first ladies’ club of the Hand Hills district was the Ladies’ Aid 
in the very early years; my mother belonged to this club, This was in 
the period from 1911 to the 1920s, 





Some of the West Club mombers—Left to right: Mrs. Joborg, Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. 
‘Almond, Mrs. McFadden, Mrs. Stevenson, Lucille McFadden, a visitor, Hazel Joberg, 
n, Mrs. Bill Peete, Miss McKeena (Mrs. Almonds aunt from the east) 
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SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
ay Frances Morrow 


It seems so many mentioned the school concerts in their stories but 
no details about it. 


Shortly after Hallowe'en the subject of a Christmas concert would 
start being whispered around and finally one youngster would approach 
the teacher and ask, “Are we going to have a concert this year?”. Why 
this question had to be asked every year I don’t know, because 1 am 
sure the teacher had it foremost in her mind at the time anyway. She'd 
gather up her well worn concert books and set to work, thankful the 
children had brought up the subject first. 


Hollywood, I'm sure, never had any more attentive and serious 
consideration than did the little dialogues and recitations chosen. ‘There 
was always difficulty in choosing plays for we had to choose the play 
to fit the cast—not the cast to fit the play—because the actors were 
limited not only in numbers but in talents, too. The big task of finding 
a marching drill that we could have to match the tall children with the 
short, the fat, and the skinny, was then undertaken, 





After the older girls in the school had written out all the parts then 
came the practices. The last two weeks before the concert we would push 
back the desks and spend all day preparing for the big event. 


‘The smaller grades were given the important messy ordeal of making 
the decorations by cutting up strips of paper different sizes and shapes 
and glueing them together to make streamers and stars for the tree and 
ceiling. Santa and his reindeer were drawn and colored on the blackboard. 
Everyone had to do their share of the work. Usually the boys did the 
climbing to put up the ceiling decorations. We had to make all decorations 
and costumes as it was in the years when money was not handed out for 
knicknacks, Nevertheless this made it all the more special to be involved. 





‘There was always the very, seriousness of it all until the last practice 
on the day of the concert. Then, lo and behold, no one knew their parts, 
and everyone got the giggles. Was this just to give the teacher a real 
start of grey hairs? 





Oh, the hustle and bustle at home to get supper over with. Of course 
the school children didn’t participate in it that night, ‘Then the hurry to 
get dressed, Usually our mothers had made over a dress for us or if we 
were really lucky we had new cloth made into a dress. It was then 
supposed to be our Sunday-go-to-meeting dress for a years or so, if we 
didn’t grow too fast. 

Dad would get the team and sleigh ready while mother packed that 
special cake or sandwiches for the lunch after the concert, How sweet 
the sleighbells sounded, coming from all directions to the school. The 
school barn was never large enough to accommodate all the teams so they 
were tied outside with blankets thrown over them. 
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‘The school was always packed with the proud parents to see their 
little angels perform, and relations and friends came to see if our concert 
was better than the others. 


All the children knew their pieces that night and the teacher could 
relax again. 


Santa never failed to come on time and do his capers. He usually 
got @ kiss from the teacher but only after he teased and begged for one. 
Alter all the children had their gifts, usually two, the draw gift and one 
from their teachér, and the stocking of candy, then Santa wished everyone 
a Merry Christmas and departed in a great enthusiastic cheer from children 
and adults 








Then came the lunch, The coffee had been made on the furnace 
but the tricky task of filling the cups with coffee without spilling a drop 
on anyone, when there was no place to stand or move, was a real feat! 
This was closely followed by the serving of sandwiches and cakes before 
the pathway was obstructed again. 


This is one of the memorable happenings long to be remembered in 
our minds but, except in writing, lost to the next generations. 
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bachelor neighbor, Jim Dalby bought 2 new co 
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were happy our stack was clo 
second choice for brakes. 





and wanting to 
in our yard he had 
never showed him how fo stop if, so 
‘and this of course killed the motor. 

don't know what would have been his 






















h it' was, he immediately replied, 
“Mother, I have a big gopher ranch, the last time I counted the animals | had 
‘over a thousand head, and probably lots more now.” Her prompt reply was, 
"Son, | am so proud of my prosperous son away out in Alberta, that 

our friends about your gopher ranch and some want fo come and visit you.” 
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A big blizzard on September 21, 1955, when snow was piled up four or 
five feet deep. Dave Moench had to shovel his way out fe the road, as this picture 








Dave Moench’s Truck Stuck 
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Frost as early, or do you call it late, as August 8, 1968! 
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Frost as late as June 14, about ten years ago. 
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| REMEMBER 


‘gallon can of cream, or got eight cents a 





When we got $1.50 for a 
pound for butter 
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‘When we could buy one hundred pounds of potatoes for twenty-five cents. 
kk ke 

Whon we were lucky to get six dollars for a market size hog in the thirties. 
bk 


| When we couldn't get over five cents a dozen for eggs, and wheat was 


nineteen cents a bushel. 
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| (Or remember when the government paid one cont a pound for cows to 
help the farmers out. 
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| 

i Or when the wages were two dollars a day for a man pitching bundles all 
I day, and three dollars a day for a man and team. 

i 
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a Working out in the winter for $7.50 a month, and I could save some money 
doing 
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The days when an orchestra often played from nine o'clock until four or 
five in the morning for just three or four dollars. In those days we travelled 
to dances mainly by saddlehorse and teams. 








| a a 





Taking wheat to the Delia mill every fall to have it ground into flour to 
last a’ year, This was the Opportunity Flour Mill operated by McKay and 
Gactz. The bread from this flour wasn't the lightest, but in those days, every 
penny saved was a penny earned, when pennies weren't too plentiful. The deal, if 
Precall right, most folks accepted was one hundred pounds of flour in exchango 
for three bushels of wheat, or you could pay for the milling and get all the grist 
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Norman MeRae remembers when he bought steers for fourteen dollars each. 
‘Then when he shipped them he lost money on them. 
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BLNR SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2521 
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CHAPTER VI 


THE BLAIR SCHOOL DISTRICT 


When the small rural school districts were absorbed by the large 
school divisions in 1988, the secretarial records which told such fascinat- 
ing tales of progress under difficulties, were lost, destroyed or neglected. As 
far as could be ascertained. Blair's records were left in the school where 
thrifty rodents used them for insulating their winter nests. When the 
buildings were sold nothing was left to be salvaged. The facts that are 
recorded here, though few, are gratefully presented from the Department 
of Education authorizations, 








BLAIR SCHOOL 
Mr, Bill Blair, August 17; 1952 


For other additional facts relating to the naming of the school, etcetera, 
see the William Blair story. 


‘The Blair School number was 2521, established August tenth, 1911 
with Mr. ©. B, Richardson, Lawsonburg, as the senior trustee. He also 
served in the capacity of secretary-treasurer. Another who officiated as 
secretary was Tommy Smith. On June tenth, 1912, one thousand five 
hundred dollars was borrowed by debenture to build and furnish a school 
house. Mr. Fred White and Mr. Alex Nichol were contracted to build it. 
Blair was included in the Drumheller School Division No.. 30 on Sept- 
ember sixteenth, 1938. Approval to sell the buildings was granted on 
July twenty-first, 1955, and to re-sell the site on January twenty-third, 
1956, It was reclaimed by Mr. Courtney 
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‘The following teachers all served at the Blair School, but we did not 
try to arrange them in chronological order as no authorative records could 
be located. We sincerely hope that none have been omitted from this list: 
Miss Maggie Wigmore, Miss Scott, Miss Carey Robinson, Miss Mae Beck, 
Miss Beryl Beck, Mr. Miller, Mr. Mitchell, Miss Dorothy Richardson, Miss 
Hampton, Miss Limber, Miss Dixie Fair, Mr. Poland, Mr. Alfred Howard 
and Miss McVeigh, 


‘The following interesting statement was written by Harvey Zakeriasen 
and bears repetition here. Quote: “My mother charged twenty dollars 
per month for room and board and transportation on a saddle horse. 
‘The following girls who boarded with my mother from 1935-1949, rode 
eight thousand miles on two different horses. 





‘The name in brackets indicates the teacher’s married name and 
the address is their present location. 


Blair School Teachers from 





1935-1945, 
1935-36 — Irene Murphy (Fitzpatrick) Drumheller 
1936-37 — Mabel Fox (Sherriff) Cremona 
1937-38 — Myra Wright (Mathers) Calgary 
1938-40 — Ella Croteau (Zakariasen) Drumheller 
1940-41 — Gladys Jackson Calgary 
1941-42 — Mabel Humphries Calgary 
1942-43 — Margaret Mackie Calgary 
1943 Sept.-Nov. — Eva Ells (Hansen) Morin 
1943 (Nov.)-44 — Ruby Salberg (Zakariasen) Standard 
1944-46 — Ruth Grass (Zakariasen) Hand Hills 
1946-47 — Iva Millard (Nacgeli) Drumheller 
1947-49 — Ruby Salberg (Zakariasen) Standard 


I purchased Blair School in 1955 and turned it into a garage and 
workshop. 


Since the western portion of Blair was included in the “Memories 
of Verdant Valley, Cassell Hill, Livingston, and Rainbow,” in order to 
avoid repetition, only the Eastern portion of Blair is appearing in the 
“Hand Hills Heritage”. 


‘This eastern section of Blair has been organized for the Hand Hills 
Book Committee by Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Howard, and they proudly 
present “your” stories to enhance the living legend that was “Blair.” 

The name “Blair” is there where the Blair Hill meets the sky. The 
deeds of kindness, the acts of courage of Jeannie and Bill Blair are en- 
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shrined in the hearts of all who knew them, and were privileged to be 
called by them “friend.” 


If further evidence is needed of the lives of two pioneers of the high- 
lands of Alberta it is the living memorial planted by them, nurtured under 
their care and now stands — a lovely grove of trees. 





It is said, “Great is he who plants a tree under the shade of which 
he can never hope to sit.” The grove of trees that st:nds as a living 
memorial to Jeannie and Bill Blair reminds us of the above saying. 


‘As one watches the nesting birds dart back and forth, and sees the 
grouse walking in and out of the hedges and grass, and hears the twilight 
winds sigh, one can realize the name “Blaw Eerie.” 





py Miss Ester A, (Nancy) Crappison, Rosepate, Arpenra, Marce, 1968 
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THE BLAIRS OF BLAW EERIE 


sy Exizasern Brae Craprison 





‘Mr, and Mrs, Bill Blair 


‘The Blair Homestead was situated on the East half of Section 12, 
Township 29, Range 17, West of the 4th Meridian, on the second highest 
hill in the Hand Hills, approximately thirty-five hundred feet above sea 
level. As the wind blew a great deal, and it was rather a lonely country, 
the farm was christened “Blaw Eerie” by my Mother, Mrs. Jane (Jeannie) 
Blair, who actually never quite got over being homesick for her native 
Scotland. (For the uninitiated, ‘blaw’ is the Scottish word for blow, and 
T believe there is also a place called Blaw Eerie in Scotland) 


My Father, William John Blair, homesteaded in the Hand Hills in 
1908, He filed on the N.E. 1% in the fall, sitting, with others, all one 
chilly night on the steps of the Dominion Land Office, Calgary, in order 
to be one of the first in line when it opened in the morning. For a fee 
of ten dollars he was given the S.E. 14 as a pre-emption by Receipt No. 
16496, dated December 18th, 1908. 





The Town of Gleichen was the nearest source of supply at that time, 
from which all lumber and farming equipment had to be hauled, a 
distance of seventy-five miles. The trip took two long days each way, 
and the Red Deer River had to be forded at Dorothy 








‘With no experience whatever in farming, Father bought a wagon 
and a team of black horses — Bill and Bess, rather spirited animals, 
which led to some exciting escapades later on, He also had a small saddle 
pony called Billy that he had brought from Lille; Billy was his method 
of transportation between Lille, high in the mountains, where they lived, 
to the town of Frank, Alberta, in the valley. Don’t know the mileage, but 
the only road was the railroad, and I recall my mother saying there were 
36 trestle bridges to be crossed. How these two, man and horse, navigated 
these bridges especially after “a night on the town” was something of 
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‘a marvel. When it came time to cross the river at Dorothy, Billy was 
lame, and the water was very high, so father decided to leave him there 
for awhile and pick him up later. However, when he returned Billy had 
disappeared. No doubt someone had decided they needed a good cow pony. 


Father was born on November 27, 1868 in Barracks, at Chatham, 
Kent, England; his father, an Irishman, being a Sergeant-Major in the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, was stationed there at the time. He liked to 
mention the fact that “he had been born a Sergeant-Major.” While still 
a baby the family returned to Ireland. At the age of eighteen he moved 
to Scotland, and remained there for six years. 


Mother, whose maiden name was Jane Moore Adair, was born on 
February 29th, 1872 at Airdrie, Scotland; the youngest in a family of 
fourteen, seven boys and seven girls. Where and how mother and father 
met is not known but they were married on January 12th, 1893 in 
Glasgow, Scotland. Apparently depressions were prevalent in those days 
too, and, work being non-existent in the city, father joined the Navy, 
where he remained for ten or eleven years, being in many ports of the 
world during that time, seeing service during the Boxer Rebellion and 
Boer War; and “standing by” during the Spanish-American War. From 
his ship the FLMS. “Immortalite’ he was eye witness to one of the great 
Tragedies of the Sea — the grim and horrifying sinking of H.MS. 
“Victoria.” This occurred when extensive manoeuvres were being per~ 
formed by the Mediterranean Fleet in June 1893, Due to an error in 
judgment the Command issued an order for the H.M.S. “Camperdown” 
to make a turn where there was not sufficient room, thereby ramming 
the “Victoria” and cutting her in two. Three hundred and fifty-nine sea- 
men lost their lives, including the Commander. An officer named Jellicoe 
was saved — Commander Jellicoe who lived to lead the Royal Navy to 
victory at Jutland. 


Upon leaving the Navy in 1904, father sailed for Canada “the land 
of milk and honey,” and worked for a time around the mines in the Crows 
Nest Pass. He had been a Boiler Maker Mechanic in the Navy, and, by 
studying at night, obtained his First Class Certificate in steam engineet~ 
ing. He was employed as Master Mechanic at the mine in Lille, the village 
mentioned above, when he decided to become independent, by going 
farming. 





The first summer in the Hand Hills Father batched, and lived in 
tent. He said he became quite expert at making flap jacks (pan cakes), 
and washed up the dishes once a week, A barn was built from sod, into 
the side of a hill, the hill forming one wall. However, come winter, the 
poor horses had to spend it outside in the shelter of a hay stack, as the 
barn was occupied by the Blairs. A house was in the process of being 
built, some of the neighbors helping, being Charlie White, Henry Smith, 
‘Alex Nicol — from Verdant Valley, and I don’t know who else. Mother 
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warmed the nails ina tin pail on the stove, and carried them to the men, 
so the nails wouldn't freeze to their fingers. 


‘The first large crop sown by father in 1911 was just ready to harvest 
when a hail storm wiped everything out, not only cutting down the grain, 
but leaving the fields looking as though they had just been plowed. I'm 
sure it must have been the worst hail storm ever experienced in the Hills. 
This was, indeed, a very severe blow as there was no hail insurance, and 
father had gone deeply into debt to finance operations. 


Money was extremely scarce in the early days. Father worked at 
Gleichen for several years during the winter to “make ends meet”. While, 
back at the farm, one winter all there was to eat was “taties and creesh” 
(potatoes and fat), and an occasional pail of milk brought over by our 
good neighbors Chess Day or MeAlister-Thomson. I believe a few of 
our neighbors at times, subsisted on ground squirrel and edible fungus 
(gophers and puff balls). Father had a beautiful St. Bernard dog, named 
Bruce, but just couldn’t afford to feed him, so took him to Gleichen 
and was able to sell him for $50.00. 


Father had the second threshing outfit ever to appear in the Hills, 
and I'm sure the largest ever there. It was a forty horsepower Reeves 
Compound Steamer, with a large separator. It also pulled twelve fourteen 
inch plows. He did custom threshing for miles around, and considerable 
breaking of new land. This engine was the first model made with both a 
straw and coal bumer, and was patented in I911. Father purchased it in 
early spring of 1912 direct from the company in Ontario, took delivery 
of it at harvest time 1912, off the train at Munson; threshed around Mun- 
son, through to the Hand Hills and on to Dorothy, finishing up the last 
job on New Year's Eve, In the old days of stook threshing it required a 
crew of twenty-four men to keep this outfit operating. During inclement 
weather, when not able to thresh, the maintenance crew of four or five 
‘men were always brought home to be fed and looked after. In the years 
when there was a lot of rain this engine invariably got stuck in the low 
spots, and it was a major project to get it “unstuck.” Father finally dis- 
posed of it, and purchascd a smaller onttit, ‘The old engine in 1939 found 
its way into a junk yard, and the metal from it was used for making 
bullets for the Second World War. 





Blair School District No. 2521, named in honour of my Father, was 
established on August 10th, 1911. The School was built in 1912. The first 
teacher was a Miss Wigmore, whose brother had a farm a few miles east 
of our place. She remained for a very short time only. In fact, for a long 
time there was quite a variety of teachers, for short terms. Mr. O. B. 
Richardson was the first chairman of the Board, and ‘Tommy Smith the 
Secretary-Treasurer. Father was the chairman in 1933, 1936 and 1938. 
The school building was sold in July 1955, and the land in January 1956. 
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‘The district"was included in the Drumheller Division No. 30 in September 
1938, then became the Starland Division on January 1, 1965. 


The Lawsonburg Post Office was opened on June 1, 1909 and was 
located on the S.E. 1, of Section 13, Township 29, Range 17, Mr. Tom 
MeKee being the first Post Master, but only for three weeks. He appar- 
ently disagreed with the Hand Hills or they with him and he departed, 
never to return. (This farm was then taken over by Mr. Henry Smith) 
The Post Office was named for the Lawsons, and Mrs. Lilly (Doctor) 
Lawson was then Post Mistress from August 16, 1909 to 1911, W. H. E. 
Whiting, located east and south of our place, was Postmaster from August 
27, 1911 to December 6, 1914. My Mother, Jane Blair, was Post Mistress 
from February 19, 1915 to July 24, 1917, and for this position she re- 
ceived the magnificent salary of twenty-five dollars per year. After that, 
the post office was on the Newman Place for quite a few years, and was 
permanently closed on May 21, 1929. I might just mention here that Father 
said the original intention of Dr. Lawson, Tom McKee and himself had 
been to start a town at that particular spot, as they had been informed 
that the railway was going through there, 





Mother was one of the first, actually I think the first, cook in the 
Drumheller Hospital when it opened in 1920, and was also there for 
periods during 1921 and 1922, 


Although not officially a “stopping house” the Blair residence pro- 
vided overnight accommodation for many people travelling through the 
country, and countless free meals were served. There always seemed to 
be people in for Sunday dinner, particularly the neighborhood bachelors. 


Mother was a very good practical nurse, and was always ready with 
first aid and medicine for ills and accidents. On one occasion she delivered 
a baby unaided; the little girl was named “Jean” in her honor. Mother 
and Father were both very kind-hearted, generous people. For years it 
seemed that almost every time father went to town he returned with a 
stray dog or a man thai “was down on his luck,” — figured they could 
help around the place. The dogs usually were okay, sometimes the men 
tumed out all right and sometimes not. 





Im the spring of 1911 (I think) one thousand trees, four different 
varieties were obtained through the Government, all of which were 
planted by Mother. (Several thousand more were planted later). One day 
while very absorbed in this task she heard a commotion. Dashing to the 
house to investigate, she found that our one calf (kept in the yard to 
separate it from the cow, and tethered with a long chain) had walked into 
the house, walked around the stove and out again, pulling the legs from 
under the said stove. There was a large pot of soup simmering on the 
stove, and everything was one jolly mess — stove, soup, pipes and soot 
all over the floor. 
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It was also from this tree planting episode that Mother caught a chill, 
then peritonitis, and was very ill all summer, requiring the care of a 
permanent nurse, a Miss Hector from Craigmyle, And of course, the at 
tending doctor was our neighbor across the road, Dr. Lawson. 


In the early days prairie fires were often a menace, and everyone 
plowed fireguards around their place, particularly around the buildings, as 
1) form of protection. Sometimes the smoke from these fires was so dense 
visibility was nil, Many ranchers lost valuable hay and pasture as a result 
of prairie fires, 


In December 1912 Townships 29 and 30, Ranges 13, 14, 15 and 16 
were established as the Rural Municipality of Hand Hills No, 275, but 
was disorganized December 31, 1937 when it became part of the Special 
Areas. Municipal District of Michichi No. 277 was set up on May 21, 
1918, from 1913 to 1917 it had been known as Local Improvement District 
No. 277, Father was on the Council from 1932 to 1942, and was Reeve 
during the years 1933 to 1937, the years known as “The Dirty Thirties.” 
T have been told by an old friend that sometimes the grocery hampers, 
making their way into some of the homes of those on relief, were from 
the Reeve's own pocket, — the coffers of the Municipality also being 
somewhat depleted in those days. 








Father was Worshipful Master of Hand Hills Loyal Orange Lodge 
No. 2729, Delia, in 1919-1920. I believe he was the one to organize this 
lodge in 1918 but there was not sufficient interest to keep it going for 
Tong. He then became a member of Tobermore L.O.L. No. 2344, Drum- 
hheller. He was also a Black Knight, having all the degrees in Grand Black 
Chapter British America R.D. 1917-1922. He was a member of Hand Hills 
Lodge No. 98 AF, & A.M. Delia. 


Mother was a member of the Eastern Star, Ruth Chapter No 55, in 
Drumheller, for a time, and was one of the founders of the Women’s 
Missionary Society in the Hand Hills. They were both members of the 
United Church, Drumheller. 





‘They had been married over fifty-nine years when Mother, aged 
eighty, passed away in the Drumheller Hospital, alter lengthy illness, on 
May 8th (Mother's Day) 1952. Father remarried when he was eighty- 
five, the former Mrs. Elizabeth Cartledge of Rosedale and Calgary. He 
continued hale and hearty until about a week before his death, on April 
15th, 1960 (his granddaughter’s birthday, incidentally) at the age of 
ninety-one and a half. When he was eighty-three he had the pleasure of 
escorting his grand-daughter, Audrey Jean Clappison, down the aisle of 
Knox United Church on her wedding day. This aisle is the longest church. 
aisle in Calgary. 
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‘There are many stories, both tragic and 
humorous that could have been told by my 
folks about the pioneer days, but unfortunately 
I do not know them well’ enough to record 
here. I can, however, tell one little story on 
myself, When I was about 10 years old, I 
imagine, mother had a flock of ducks, some 
white, some grey, some black and white, and 
so on. They had their own little coop, with a 
large basin sunk in the ground in front of it 
for their water supply, and it was my chore 
every night to see that they were all safely 
tucked in for the night, with the door shut. 
One night I was a bit late doing my chore, 
and it was getting a little dark, However, 
everyone seemed to be in bed with the excep- 
tion of one black and white fellow having a 
drink, and he was being stubborn about going 
into the coop. When I insisted, I received a 
good shower in the face, in fact all over me, 
but too late to realize the creature was not 
(Me. Blair washing blankets duck. I started to scream of course, and father 

came tearing out of the house, asking, “What’s 

the matter, girl?” I replied, “That beast threw 

something at me.” Father - “My Gad, did 
it ever!” Needless to say, I was ill, right in bed, for two days. Mother 
sprayed the contents of several bottles of cologne around to counteract the 
odor, without much success. She washed my clothes countless times but 
finally had to give up and bum them. Thus I had my first introduction 
to that pretty little animal — the skunk! 


In 1925 or 1926 George Telling came out from England and made 
his home with the Blairs for many years. George married Lucile Hanley, 
a nurse from Edmonton, in 1944. Lucile tells an amusing little story that 
happened in September that year, when they were honeymooning on the 
farm. One exceptionally wet night they were awakened about midnight 
by a neighbor who was running around the house calling, “Mrs. Blairl, 
Mrs. Blair!” It seems his wife was about to have a visit from the stork. 
Lucile and Mother got up and went home with him, and, in a short time 
the new member of the family was ushered into the world. On the return 
trip it was still raining heavily, the roads were very bad; and the neighbor's 
car in bad shape, too; so, after struggling along for a short distance mother 
said, “Let us out, we'll walk.” Out they got, removed their shoes and 
walked, I would judge about two miles, up the Blair Hill at that. 





Lucile says she can always remember Mother setting out every pan, 
pail, tub, barrel or whatever she could lay her hands on to collect rain 
water, so that she could wash clothes the following day. (Water was 
always a scarce commodity at Blaw Eerie.) However, Father got up bright 
and early the next morning and brought all the cows and horses in for 
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a drink, Guess he didn't know it was “wash day,” but no doubt he soon 
found out. 

Survivors in the Blair family are myself, (the writer), one grand 
daughter — Mrs. John A. (Audrey Jean) Peterson, Irricana, and two great 
grandchildren, Brian John and Linda Jean Peterson. 





neration photo 
Mr, J. Blair, daughter Mrs. Eli 
beth Clappison, granddaughter, Mrs. John 
A. (Audrey) Peterson, and great grandson 
Brian John Peterson. 





THE ARVID ANDERSON STORY 
sy Mizprep (ANDERSON) Kine 


‘The Arvid Anderson's came to the Hand Hills district May 28, 1917 
from Sibbald, Alberta, where they had homesteaded. They settled on a 
section of land bought from Mr. A. Stoner. On the south of our land was 
the Reed Ranch, on the west was Rolly Glaster, to the north of us Tommy 
Somme and Billy Watson and joining us on the cast was Billy Smith. 
‘These men were all bachelors, There were no married families living very 
close to us. 


The folks shipped our furnishings and stock by railway from Sibbald, 
to Delia. When we arrived at the station our neighbors, Billy Watson 
and Tommy Somme, were there to help us unload our effects from the 
train. When everything was loaded on wagons, we started our journey 
to our new home in the Hand Hills, which was seventeen miles nearly 
straight south of Delia, The men took the wagons and drove the stock 
Our mother and we four children followed with the democrat and team. 


Mother was nervous of driving and she certainly didn’t like going 
up and down the hills on the prairie trails. All went well and we finally 
got to the top of Tommy Somme's hill, over-looking our future home. 


‘There stood a little sod shack which looked so lonely and deserted. 
Father said, “There it is!” and T saw a few tears trickle down mother’s 
cheeks. When we got there, of course, we children were quite excited — 
but I know mother had a let down feeling as we entered this shabby, dirty, 
little old shack. However, she cleaned it up enough that we could sleep 
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in it the first night. The next day it was thoroughly cleaned and we 
moved in, 


As soon as father got the crop in, he dug a cellar and built a new 
house. It wasn’t very large but it was ‘home,’ and we were comfortable 
in it, We cherished many fond memories of this home. 


An incident I particularly remember of our sod home happened one 
day when my sister, Ida, who was three years old at that time, climbed 
on the roof of the house. She lost her balance and fell down between the 
sods and the frame part of the house. Our brother Carl was playing with 
her, so he ran and told mother. Needless to say, that caused some excite- 
ment! Mother was there alone, but she hurriedly pulled the sods away 
and got Ida out. Other than being covered with dirt from head to foot, 
fortunately, she didn’t suffer any ill effects 


Our first day at Blair school, which was three and a half miles north 
of our place, wasn’t a very happy day for my sister Selma and me. We 
started off with lunch pails and books, following a prairie trail up and 
down hills. As we trudged along we became frightened, as we thought we 
were lost. Our only instruction from home was to ‘stay on the main road.’ 


We weren't very old, Selma was six and I was eight years old. By 
the time we came within sight of the school we were both in tears. As 
‘we got nearer to the school, our anxieties were relieved, when a bigger 
girl came to meet us. She took hold of our hands, and walked with us 
so we didn’t have to go into the school all alone. ‘This helped us a lot. 
The girl who befriended us was Alice Bell. She became our friend that 
day, and has been a close friend ever since. 





Although the Blair School has been moved from the original piece of 
land it was on, it brings back many fond memories. It is pleasant to recall 
the different teachers we had while attending school there, and to think 
of the many children who attended. Children came from miles away — 
some as far away as the Horse Track. The way of transportation wasn’t 
like it is today. We walked, rode horseback, came in buggies and sleighs 





In the winter time when we got to school we were really cold, and 
the school was just like ice, ‘The water pail would be frozen and our ink 
wells also, and we often ate frozen lunches, 


We always looked forward to the different social events of the year. 


First was the school Hallowe'en party. Everyone came, parents and 
children, dressed up for the occasion, and the question was: “Who was 
who?” We played games, and ducked for apples, ete. and to end the party 
we had lunch, 


‘The highlight of the school year was the annual Christmas concert 
We practiced dialogues, drills, songs, carols and special recitations for 
weeks, before getting ready for the big night. How excited we all were! 
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To be sure everyone was dressed in his best, with hair combed just so, 
and the girls with a pretty ribbon in their hair. 


Each and everyone did his part, and after that, the treats were given 
‘out, The old wash boiler was put on the stove and filled with water, and 
a pound of coffee added; and after the concert we always had lunch. The 
ladies of the district brought sandwiches and lots of good home made cakes. 
Everyone sat around and had a good visit while they enjoyed their lunch. 
Then we bundled up and went home. 


At the end of the school term we always had a picnic, All the 
parents came and took part in the days activities — we had ball games 
and all kinds of races — for young and old alike. 





‘There was always a big cream can of lemonade, and the day ended 
with a lunch the mothers had prepared. After lunch and a visit, everyone 
departed their different ways, to go home, and do the evening chores. 


In the summer time church and Sunday School was held at Blair 
School. A student minister conducted the services and Mrs. Richardson 
was the superintendent for Sunday School. Sometimes during the fall and 
winter, Mr. and Mrs. Herron, who lived east of us, and who had a large 
house, held Sunday School in their home. 


1 also remember of going to Sunday School at the home of Mr. and 
Mis, Hunley, who lived on the Horse ‘Track, That was the only chance 
we had of hearing the Bible stories. 


In the fall of 1918 the “flu” epidemic struck. No one knew what 
it was, or how to doctor for it. Jean Richardson and I were the first two 
at school to come down with it: My father went to Delia one day, and 
when he returned home he said several people in there were sick with 
something 


I was recovering, when my mother took sick. In a few days my father 
and the rest of the family were down with the flu. That left no one to 
do chores. Rolly Glaster came and did chores once a day — until he was 
stricken, and then Billy Smith did them. After a few days father was able 
to be out again. 


One afternoon Tommy Somme came down to our place and stayed 
for supper. He mentioned he didn’t feel very well, so father suggested he 
should stay over night, The next morning he was very sick with the “flu.” 
Mother nursed him until she played out. Then Mrs. Smyrl and Mrs. Andes 
came and relieved her. Tommy was sick in bed for a whole month. Finally 
he started to show improvement and was able to return to his own home. 


There was only one doctor in Delia, and he was a very busy man — 
going night and day. Some folk who had no one to look alter them, were 
taken in to Delia, and the school and church were converted into hospitals. 
Many people passed away that fall. 
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People of today wonder what we did for entertainment. Blair School 
was our community centre. They held box socials, pie socials, masquerades 
and dances. The entire family, from baby to the grandparents always 
attended — as babysitters were unheard of in early days, Entertainment 
didn’t cost much those days. There was no paid orchestra. Any one who 
could play the piano, violin, or any instrament would play. They took 
turns playing and dancing and a good time was had by all. 


‘The first wedding I can remember, or had anything to do with, was 
when Rose Greenwood and Bert Nimmo were united in marriage. They 
drove to Delia for the marriage ceremony. When they returned in the 
evening, my mother had a wedding supper prepared for them. We children 
thought that was really something special to have a in our house. 








Our Christmas’ weren't like they are today, but I'm sure we had 
just as much fun as the children do now. We were happy with any litle 
gift. We didn’t have a Christmas tree, so we always hung our stockings 
over the back of an old rocking chair, and they were never missed. I 
can remember one year mother told us to find our old dolls (as they 
needed repairing) and leave them on the rocking chair. In the morning 
our dolls were all fixed up and dressed in new clothes, and in our stock- 
ings. We really thought Mrs. Santa was a good sewer. 





The folks didn’t have much money to spend on us — but they always 
made a memorable Christmas. Mother cooked a nice Christmas dinner 
of roast chicken and all the trimmings, and they invited the bachelor 
neighbors. We played games and had a sing song around the piano. Billy 
‘Watson loved to sing, his favorite song being “I'll Take You Home Again 
Kathleen.” 





‘There was no mail delivery those days, We got our mail at Lawson- 
burg post office, then later, at Rainbow post office and finally we changed 
to Delia. No one went to town very often, as it was an all day trip with 
horses, Any one who went to town got the mail and supply of groceries 
for the neighbors who lived nearby. In the winter time they left before 
daylight and got back long after dark. Robes and foot warmers were used 
to keep themselves warm. 


‘As children, we didn’t get to town very often. A big day was the 
first of July Sports Day in Delia. We got up bright and early to help 
do the chores. Mother prepared a big picnic lunch; the horses were hitched 
to the democrat; then we all climbed in and started our journey. The other 
neighbor ladies made lunch, also, and we all met and pooled the lunches 
— most always the Richardson’s, McFadden’s and Anderson's ate to- 
gether — It seemed each lady made her specialty. Mrs. Richardson always 
brought a big brown bean pot of homemade baked beans, and they 
surely were good! After dinner we were given our spending money for 
the day (ten or fifteen cents) and away we went on a splurge. The day 
always came to an end far too soon. So, as evening approached we loaded 
up and started for home, tired, but each one had a good time. 
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Another eventful day was the Hand Hills Lake Stampede, which we 
always attended. Our father had two race horses, (Pet and Colonel) 
that we took with us, Such excitement when the races started! Everyone 
rooting for his own horse, or the one he was interested in. One race I 
remember in particular, was the ladies horse race. 


Father entered Pet in this race, and Elsie (Lenfesty) Martin rode 
her. As the horses were racing around the track, Pet’s saddle turned. Elsie 
somehow managed to stay on and climbed around on Pet’s back, and 
came in first in the race, Everyone was so thankful there wasn’t an 
accident. 


Elmer Flett always rode Pet and Colonel in the Roman Race. This 
was a thrilling race! 


‘We experienced some terrible blizzards in the winter time. Once I 
recall a blizzard came up quickly while we were in school. The teacher 
was afraid to let us start home across the prairie, so she took us all to the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Richardson for the night. They lived closer to the 
school than anyone else, We thought this was a real outing. 


T’m sure it must have been an anxious night for our parents, although 
it had been arranged that if a blinding blizzard ever came up, that's what 
wwe were to do. 


Mrs, Richardson prepared a hot supper, then made up beds for every 
one and we all had a good night’s rest. The next morning Mrs. Richardson 
got up and made a big batch of baking powder biscuits, (which were 
delicious) fried pork, and milk gravy for breakfast. The storm subsided 
in the forenoon so we were able to return to our homes. 





Another time our father and Jack Ross, a neighbor, who lived on 
Billy Watson’s place, went to Willow Creek for coal. In those days the 
farmers dug their own coal. They got up real early and started off with 
a sleigh and four horse team. This particular morning, when they left, it 
was nice out, but in the afternoon a ground blizzard developed and filled 
in the roads, and it also became very foggy. When it got dark they 
realized they were lost, so they stopped travelling, in case they would 
drop over a cut-bank and really get into difficulties, All night the men 
walked around the sleigh and horses to keep warm. When daylight broke 
through, they got their bearings and headed for home. They were very 
tired and hungry when they arrived, but none the worse for their ex- 
perience. 





Needless to say that was a long, anxious night for Mother and Mrs. 
Ross. 


Another annual event was the spring trip to the creck at the east 
end of Fish Lake. We packed a lunch and the whole family drove with 
the horses and democrat to the creek for a day of fishing. People came 
from far and near to fish. They fished with everything imaginable, using 
pitchforks, homemade nets and real nets. I ean remember one man, who 
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wasn’t having very good luck fishing. He hurriedly took off his trousers, 
tied the legs with string and fastened a stick to the top of his pants, and 
away he went. He was fishing with his underwear on. I don’t know who 
he was, but we had a good laugh over it. There was only suckers in the 
lake, but they tasted good, fresh fish fried in lots of butter! It was the 
only fish we ever got. 





My folks always milked cows, and mother made butter and sold it 
to buy groceries. She also made bread and sold it to the bachelor neighbors. 


My father helped put up hay on the Reed Ranch, and this way 
he made a little extra money. 


In the winter Tommy Somme and Billy Watson fed several hundred 
head of cattle from the ranch, on their place. They hauled hay through 
all kinds of weather for the cattle, Tommy Somme hed one of the best 
springs in the country on his place. The pure clear water came out of 
rocks. This spring was directly back of his house. Tommy piped this water 
into a trough, and there was an endless supply of water, which was an 
ideal feedlot for cattle. 

My folks moved to Rocky Mountain House in 1936, Their herd of 
cattle had increased, and due to the scarcity of feed, they had to move. 


Mother had poor health and the doctor thought it best if they moved 
to a country with a lower altitude, so in 1945 they moved to Westbridge, 
British Columbia, My brother Carl went with them. That fall he moved 
on a place of his own, and married Florence Bailey from Rocky Mountain 
House (Florence is a niece of Ed and Jim Bailey who used to live on 
the Horse Track). Carl and Florence are still ranching at Westbridge, 
and they have a girl and a boy. 

Ida who is Carl’s twin sister, is married and has two girls and a boy. 
Her husband, Marius Fossen, buys grain at Forestburg, Alberta 








Selma is married and has a girl and a boy. She lives in Prince Rupert, 
British Columbia and her husband, Jim Scambler works at the grain 
terminals, 





I married Karl King. We have two boys and two girls. We live in 
Red Deer, Alberta, where Karl works at the Deerhome Institution. 


Father — Arvid T. Anderson - deceased — passed away January 28, 
1958 at the age of seventy-nine years. 


Mother — Essie Anderson - deceased — passed away May 6, 1959 
at the age of seventy-two years, They are buried in the Grand’ Fork, 
British Columbia cemetery. 


I might mention our neighbors Tommy Somme and Billy Watson are 
also deceased. 


Tommy Somme, in later years, moved to Smith, Alberta. It was 
believed he passed away suddenly with a heart attack, He was found 
in his house by a neighbor about the year 1934 or 1935, 
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Billy Watson passed away in the winter of 1933 in the Drumheller 
Hospital, 

‘Two or three years ago we took a drive to the Hand Hills, and on 
down to the east end of Fish Lake, We marvelled at the new, modern 
homes on the farms, and the improvement in the roads. 


We were also pleased to see the nice government camp ground at 
the east end of Fish Lake. There have been many changes over the years. 


The Arvid Anderson farm is now owned by Mr. Harvey Zakaraisen. 





‘ardson, Arthur Rowe, Arvid Anderson, Tommy Somme, Dick Bell, 
Dorothy Richardson, 1928 at Mr. Bell's 





THE SMITH AND PULLAR STORIES 
py Euizapern Brain CLAPpison 
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William Walter Smith came West from Ontario and homesteaded in 
the Hand Hills in 1908 on the South half of Section 1, Township 29, 
Range 17. He built a sod house the first year, and worked off and on in 
Bassano for a while before building a frame dwelling in 1912. His father, 
Henry George Smith, came West in 1909, and homesteaded on the land 
abandoned by Tom McKee, across the road from the Blair Farm, to the 
North. Mr. Smith Sr. had his first Christmas dinner in the West with 
the Blairs 


Mr. Henry George Smith was born May 3, 1845 in Middle Barton, 
Oxford County, England, and came to Canada when eleven years old, 
to near Guelph, Ontario, Mrs. Smith, the former Margaret Isobel Edmon- 
stone,'was born in Medford, Ontario. Mr. and Mrs, Smith were married 
in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario in 1883, 


In the summer of 1910 Mr. Henry Smith journeyed to Gleichen with 
team and wagon, to meet Mrs, Smith and daughters — Verna and Bella, 
who had just arrived from the East. Two sons, Jim and Ross, remained 
behind in Ontario. At the end of the first day's journey, stopping at 
Lawson’s Stopping House, (no relation to Dr. Lawson) between Gleichen 
and Dorothy, the party met up with a young lady named Maggie Steven- 
son. Maggie had just accepted a position as school teacher at Lillico 
School, north of Craigmyle, and had journeyed from Midnapore to 
Gleichen via train. Her brother in Gleichen had purchased a saddle horse 
for her. When she took possession of her horse, the manager of the Livery 
Stable donated a stray dog as a travelling companion, so the three had set 
off on their adventure. Never having ridden a horse before, by the end 
of the first day Maggie was very stiff, and ached in every muscle, It was 
arranged that she continue her journey in company with the Smith family. 
When the Smith girls offered to ride Fred, the horse, and let Maggie 
ride in the wagon she was quick to accept their offer. As she herself says: 
“Verna rode the horse and I rode the feather bed.” The Smith wagon was 
piled high with furniture and supplies, the topmost item being a lovely 
feather bed. Maggie spent the following night at the Smith place, and 
the next morning continued on to her school, with Fred and the dog. 
Maggie later became Mrs. John Carter of Delia 


Mr. Henry Smith was a very hard working man, walking to and 
from his son’s place every day to work on his own farm, a distance of 
over two miles; and was always doing jobs for the neighbors — digging 
wells, fencing, carpenter work, etc. He wore a long white beard which 
quite intrigued me, and always reminded me of Santa Claus, Perhaps I 
should mention that the Smith Family all lived on Billy Smith’s place, 
as there was no house on the Senior Smith farm. 


In 1913 Bella Smith went to Edmonton to work, where she met and 
married a Mr. Stanley Mills. They later moved to Seattle, Washington, 
and are now living in Spokane 

In the “good old days” in the Hand Hills very heavy fogs often 
rolled in suddenly, and it was quite easy to get lost. Sometimes this 
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happened even if you were on horseback or driving a team, although 
usually if given “their heads” the horses would eventually find their way 
home. Verna tells of one such incident when Bella walked over to Chess 
Day's one evening to get some milk, and on the way home a dense fog 
appeared; Bella became lost, but fortunately bumped into a haystack, 
where she spent the night. She arrived home in the morning none the 
worse for her experience, but had been a very frightened little girl for 
awhile, 

Verna Smith married Clyde Pullar in April 1916, and they lived 
for a little over two years in Delia, before moving to the old Dr. Lawson 
Place in the Hand Hills. They lived there for a few years, and again 
moved back to Delia, where Clyde had a tinsmith and plumbing business; 
hhe also did clectrical work, and later on had the Chevrolet Garage there. 


Previous to this time Clyde Pullar had homesteaded in the Hand Hills, 
across the road from Les Flett, and was very well known as a baseball 
and hockey player. 

In the meantime Billy Smith had met Hazel Parrott, who was from 
Saskatoon, when she was visiting her brother Percy at his ranch in the 
Hills, They were married in Saskatoon in 1919. A few years later they 
moved to a farm northeast of Delia. In 1930 they moved to the Peace 
River country where they still reside, now in the city of Dawson Creek 
They have three daughters and eight grandchildren. 


Billy Smith trains sulky horses and drives them at various horse shows 
held in Calgary, Edmonton and other places. 


In 1980 Mr. and Mrs, Henry Smith retired and went back to Guelph, 
Ontario, where they have since passed away. Mr. Smith was within a very 
few days of being 100 years old when he died. 


Clyde Pullar was farming the old Arvid Anderson place in the Hills, 
and commuting back and forth to Delia, when he took sick and died in 
the Drumheller Hospital in June 1938. Mrs. Pullar and family moved to 
Calgary in 1941. The Pullars had one daughter, Wilda, and three sons 
— Stewart, Jim and Harry. During the Second World War Stewart joined 
the Air Force, and when on his way home on leave, in December 1944, 
his plane was reported missing over French Morocco. No trace of the 
plane or survivors was ever found. A lake eighty-five miles northeast of 
Edmonton has been named “Pullar Lake” in honour of Stewart. Jim and 
Harry are in business in the city of Calgary, and Wilda—Mrs. Bushfield, 
now a widow, resides in New Westminster. There are seven Pullar grand- 
children, 


On December 1, 1948 Mrs. Verna Pullar was invited by the Govern- 
ment to attend an Investiture held at Government House, Ottawa, when 
she was presented with the Distinguished Flying Cross on behalf of the 
late Flight Lieutenant W. Stewart Pullar. ‘The presentation was_made 
by His Excellency the Governor General, Viscount Alexander of Tunis. 
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Again, on June 29th, 1959 Mrs. Pullar was invited to Ottawa to 
attend a reception held in the Officers’ Mess, R.C.AR. Station Rockcliffe, 
to witness the Commonwealth Air Forces Memorial Unveiling Ceremony, 
Just before the reception Mrs. Pullar was presented to Queen Elizabeth 
and Prince Phillip on the grounds at Government House. 






Bill Smtih, Bob Beck, Clyde Pullar—Branding 
HARVEY EMANN 


Farming had its beginning for me in 1952, when a hall-section was 
leased from W. J. Blair. Later, in 1955, it was bought as well as another 
half section from my parents, Mr. and Mrs, O. Emann, In 1956 the house 
was moved in. Other buildings took their place, and thus, our farming 
days began. 


Betty and I were married in 1956, shorily before the house was moved. 
We had to build an addition onto the house, to provide basement, stair- 
way, porch and washroom, We had the land ready to plant a shelter belt 
the following spring, 


Electricity was made available to us in the fall of 1957 — and what 
a welcome it received! 


Farming continued for several years, each year we waited with 
anticipation what the year would bring, Today the farm is alone — it has 
been leased — a short ten years of operations concluded 


Now, with our family of two girls and one boy, we are living in 
Drumheller. 


THE HARRY NIMMO STORY 


Mr. Henry (Harry) Nimmo was a pioneer and an original settler 
of the Blair School District. He came to Canada in 1906 from Wishaw, 
Scotland, a few miles south of Glasgow on the River Clyde. He first arrived 
in Calgary, where he soon obtained employment. 


In 1907 he secured work with Mr. James Russell, a horse rancher 
living west of Drumheller, at Nacmine. Mr. Russell owned good cattle 
too, but was very proud of his fine Clydesdale horses imported from Scot- 
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land. No doubt Mr. Russell was appreciative of a capable herdsman such 
as Mr. Nimmo, 


Finally, in 1910 when the homestead rush was on in this area, Harry 
decided to file on land in the Hand Hills, He settled on the NY-22-29-17, 
and built a two roomed shack and a barn, His sister Nan joined him, 
and kept house for him for several years until her marriage in the early 
“teens” to Mr. Ernie Dodd, an original homesteader of Rainbow. 


Mr, Nimmo farmed with horses until 1945, when he began tractor 
farming. He kept a herd of cattle, pigs, and milk cows. He was a very 
hard worker, shrewd, and a steady operator. He continued on with farm 
operations despite many adverse conditions such as drought, hail, grass- 
hoppers, frost, etcetera. He had many friends. He was to many a “dour” 
Scotsman, but to his close friends he could enjoy a good joke. He never 
lost his “brouge.” At one time he owned an old phonograph and a few 
records, mostly Scottish songs of Bonnie Scotland and sung by Harry 
Lauder. How he did enjoy them! 





Everyone considered Mr. Nimmo a confirmed bachelor, but he sur- 
prised the district one day when he bought a team and buggy and began 
courting the new school “Marm,” Miss Carey Robinson. Miss Robinson, 
a native of Diligent River, Nova Scotia, taught at Blair School for some 
time, She was an excellent teacher, one of the best. She boarded at Mrs. 
Richardson's. It was in about 1918 that they were married, and settled 
con the homestead, where they raised a large family and lived out their 
lives. 

Mrs. Nimmo loved to talk of her birth place, describing the beauty 
of Annapolis Valley, and the off-shore fishing. Her brothers were connect- 
ed with the Navy. She often longed for the sea food diet. To our know: 
ledge she never returned to her homeland. In the twenty’s her brother 
‘Hugh came west to harvest and to visit her. 


‘The Nimmo’s raised a large family — five boys and five girls. All 
were born in the original farm house, attended, as many others in those 
days, by practical local nurses such as Mrs. Andes, Mrs, Anna McDonald 
or Mrs, Peterson, Few had a doctor in attendance. 


Mrs. Nimmo was kept very busy, washing and baking. She was a 
very good cook, She often said she made bread, twelve loaves to a baking, 
every day when all her family was home. As a mother she had high ideals 
and strict beliefs, She wanted each to have a good education. In the late 
1930's her health failed, and she passed away on the farm in 1942, She is 
buried in Delia. 


After her passing the older girls “kept the home” for a few years until 
the younger children were out of school. Later Mr. Nimmo moved a very 
nice house onto the farm. It was comfortable and a great improvement. 

In 1957 Harry’s health began to fail. He was treated in the Drum- 
heller Hospital and was preparing to go home when he was stricken with 
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pneumonia, and died a few days later, in October 1957, at the age of 
seventy-eight. He, too, is buried in Delia, 


Jessie remained on the farm for several years, keeping house for her 
brothers. At this time Hugh has the farm. 


Jessie (Fischer) is married to a successful farmer and lives at Leduc. 
Flora (Deering) taught school, is married, and lives at Red Deer. 
Alice (Danforth) lives south-east of Lethbridge at Foremost. 


Kathleen (Cameron) joined the Forces in the Second World War and 
spent several years in Eastern Canada, She now lives at Vauxhall, 


‘Andrew completed his high school and at one time worked in the 
Post Office in Drumheller. He is now working with the Foreign Embassy 
in Ottawa. 


Agnes Nimmo is living in Vancouver; and Ronald is working at 
Kitimat, B.C. 


John is now in Calgary, while at the present time David is with the 
R.C.AF. in Vancouver. 


THE ROBERT (BERT) NIMMO STORY 
zy Ace Howaxp 
Mr. Bert Nimmo was born at Wishaw, Scotland, and came to the 
Hand Hills in 1912, He farmed the northwest quarter of 21-29-17. His 


early neighbors were Bert Keith, Frank Nelmes, Fraser Johnson (Ole), 
Sam Pocklington, Dad Wallace, Dr. Lawson, Bert Dawson, and others. 





Bert married Rose Helen Greenwood, daughter of W. H. Greenwood, 
pioneer of Olds, Munson and Rainbow. 


Rose Greenwood Nimmo was born at Olds, April 10, 1900. She came 
with her family to Munson where her dad had a homestead, and where 
she took her schooling at White Rose School at Munson. She, being a 
Greenwood, showed expert ability as a horse woman. 


In 1924 Bert and Rose left the Hand Hills. They settled at East 
Coulee, where Bert worked in the mines and was in charge of the mine 
ponies. They lived there for thirty-three years. 


They had a family of four: two sons, Daniel and William, and two 
daughters Helen and Jean. Mrs. Helen Percy James, a nurse, lives at 
Bulwark, Alberta, and Mrs, Jean Howell lives at Eldorado, Saskatchewan. 

Rose died at the age of fifty-eight years, in Drumheller Hospital, in 
1958 or 1959. Burial was in Drumheller. 


Bert Nimmo spends most of his winters at Vernon, British Columbia, 
and returns occasionally to visit his family and his many friends in Alberta. 
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BOYD McFADDEN 


Our efforts to contact Mr, Boyd McFadden failed, thus first hand 
information is scarce. He came to the Hand Hills in 1909. He homesteaded 
close to the Blair farm and worked with his brother, Fred, and later with 
Mr. Blair. He moved to Kelowna, B.C. Since then little has been heard 
of him. He passed away this year and leaves his wile and five children, 





THE JAMES VAN SICKLE DANSKIN STORY 
ay EILEEN “Hype” PoLanp 


Mr. James Danskin and his wife Mary Ellen “Van Sickle Danskin 
farmed near Paris, Ontario, Three sons and three daughters were born 
to them, One son died in 1902, Mr. and Mrs. Danskin, attracted by glow- 
ing accounts of the developments of the West, decided that Western 
Canada held greater opportunities for their family, so moved to Alberta, 
locating near High River, in 1907. Their homestead was situated south 
of Brooks. Their eldest daughter, Helen, had already married, and with 
her husband and family had left Ontario and was living near High 
River, arriving there in 1905. It should be mentioned here that the author 
of this little story, Eileen “Hyde” Poland, is the daughter of Helen and 
George Hyde, and also @ niece of James Van Sickle Danskin, of whom 
this story is written, 








‘The Danskin children each married, and settled in homes of their own 
in Alberta, One son, James Van Sickle Danskin, who was born in Paris, 
Ontario, homestcaded at Lawsonburg in 1909. He homesteaded on the north 
half of section 1-29-17-4, Jim, as his many friends knew him, was in his 
early twenties, a bachelor, and one of the earliest settlers at Lawsonburg. 
His pioneer days were somewhat different from most — first off, he had 
a post office almost. at his door, only one mile away. Lawsonburg post 
office, operated by Dr. Lawson’s wile, opened up about 1909. Dr. Lawson 
was @ wonderful neighbor to Jim, Most of all Jim’s neighbors arrived 
about the same year, some a year or two earlier. There were the Blair’s, 
Smith's, Herron’s, Lawson’s, Richardson’s, DuBois’s and others. Hence 
a little community was in the making, and had its beginning when Blair 
School was built in 1912, by Alex Nichol. The school was named after 
Mr. Bill Blair. 








In a few years Jim's parents, unable to carry on with farming oper- 
ations at Brooks, sold out and came to live with Jim. Oldtimers often 
speak of one of the worst hailstorms which struck the area, in 1911. Crops 
and hay were compleiely levelled. One oldtimer reported that there were 
dents the size of an egg in the siding on Jim Danskin’s house. 


Jim built a large barn about 1912 or 1913. Several enjoyable “barn 
dances” were held in it. Music was sometimes hard to get, and was ob: 
tained at times from Lonebutte, a distance of fifteen miles. As there were 
no telephones, it was a day's trip by team and buggy to engage an 
orchesira to play for a dance 


283 





















































Jim Danskin used to put up hay down in the Baxter and Reed Lease, 
a few miles south of his farm, He hayed with mower and rake, and stacked 
with the hay slide, He hayed with Tommy Somme, Billy Watson, Fay 
Blanchard and others. Many an interesting and tall tale could those 
boys tell, if they were still alive. There were always lots of fun and 
pranks, when a haying crew got together. Jim had another close friend in 
Elmer Greenwood, who used to live on the Whiting place, and broke 
horses at Jim’s farm, 


On November 18, 1917, Mr. Danskin Sr. passed away and was buried 
in Delia. Mrs. Danskin Sr. went to live with her daughter Annie, in 
Portland, Oregon. She lived to an advanced age, and was buried in Port 
land. 


On June 10, 1918, “Wedding Bells” rang out for Jim and his bride, 
Gladys Greenwood, a sister to Elmer Greenwood. A very enjoyable 
wedding dance and chivarie took place in the “Danskin” barn. A large 
crowd gathered to wish the newlyweds a long, happy life, 


In the fall of 1918, the dreadful influenza epidemic broke out in the 
area, Entire families were laid low in a few hours. One or two men went 
from farm to farm doing the necessary chores, and bringing urgently 
needed supplies. Those who were too ill for home care were taken to 
Delia, where a school was improvised into a hospital. Jim was one of the 
first to be taken to Delia. In a day or two word came of his passing, on 
November 17, 1918, Tt was a shock to the entire community. Sympathy 
of the entire neighborhood went out to the young bride, Her brother 
Elmer helped out on the farm. 


Several years later Gladys married a Mr, Campbell at Trochu, and 
lives there at the present time, 


In the year 1920 Jim Danskin’s farm became the property of Mr. 
Omer Bilodeau and family, 


R. L. SHAW 


‘The Shaw’s homesteaded in the Blair district in about 1903. They 
had a lot of cattle and were good ranchers. Mr. Shaw was an M.P. in the 
first Alberta government. The Shaw coulee was named after him. They 
also had a business in Stettler, They sold their ranch in 1908 to Mr. 
Du Bois. 


DUBOIS STORY 


My husband and I came to the district in July 1908. We had two 
small boys, ages two years and six months, We also had three foster 
children, who came to us from California, ages nine, ten and eleven years. 
‘We bought a lease as we were ranchers, The lease was large — four miles 
square, and all fenced. We then bought our cattle to stock it. 

Tt was a wonderful country! For miles around, it was then all ranches 
and big leases, and we loved it, 
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Mr. DuBois was an outstanding horseman, and had one of the best 
trained saddle horses in the country. He was also a very good cattleman, 


We hed a store, and a post office at Bob Congdon’s farm, which 
was seven miles from our ranch, Bob Congdon was the store keeper, and 
hhe was so good to all of us! That store supplied all the ranchers in that 
big country. We had no telephones in those days, and the nearest town 
was Stettler, some seventy-five miles away. 


I came to Canada as a bride in 1903. I had never lived in the country 
before, but learned to ride horseback and even to drive a team and buggy, 
as that was our only means of transportation. 


There were no schools here at all, but I had had some teaching ex- 
perience and managed to teach our older children. I brought my sister up 
from the States and she helped with the teaching for a year. She then 
married Herman Joberg, and lived in the Hand Hills. The Hand Hills 
School was built some time in 1911, which was before the Blair School 
was built. We were all so pleased to have a school house in the neighbor- 
hood, for much of our entertainment, church, concerts and dances, as 
well as school. We had good musicians — even a piano, and someone 
to play it 





We were all good neighbors, and so much enjoyed being together. 


I saw all the small towns grow up around us, but it was years before 
I got enough courage to take my team and buggy and drive to them. 
It was harder to stay home after I had driven to civilization a few times. 
I used to tuck our two boys in safely and take some of our neighbor 
ladies too. They enjoyed the shows in the towns as well. 





We felt so lucky to have a post office closer to us — called Lawson- 
burg. Our dear “Mrs, Blair” who was Post Mistress for over two years was 
always so cheerful, and met us with a smile and greetings, along with her 
Scottish good humor. They were wonderful people in those days and I'l 
never forget them! 


Our little girl was born in the ranch house, in June, 1914, below the 
hill from the Blair School House. Dr. Lawson was in attendance, and 
also a nurse from San Francisco who was visiting in the neighborhood. 


We bought our lease from R. L, Shaw, who was the Member of 
Parliament for Alberta at that time. We bought it as a twenty year closed 
lease but we were there for only three years, when the Government 
‘opened it up for homesteaders, We saw the new homes being built, and the 
ranges being plowed up. We were being crowded out, so had to sell our 
cattle, and move to British Columbia in 1917. We had found what we 
wanted, but it took some time to adjust our lives there. 


Our son, Albert, was one of the first riders at the Hand Hills Stam- 
‘He was best in the bare back contest. He has roped ninety nine 
calves in one contest, but could never get the one hundred. They used to 
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have contests among the cowboys to see who could rope the most calves 
in one day. 


Ed Bell has made the statement that he learned to train horses from 
Jack DuBois, and learned corral roping from him, too, 


Mr. DuBois passed away twenty-five years ago. Our family, have 
all married and are away from home. We had a big house, but disposed 
of it, and I am now living in an apartment. At cighty-five years of age 
I still go for a daily walk, and do my own shopping and am “Glad to be 
alive.” 


JACK BELL 


Jack Bell lived on the Art Daw homestead in the Hand Hills from 
1918 to 1921. He sold this land to David Thumlert then and moved north 
of Delia. While there they bought the DuBois’ and Dad Wallace’ places 
and moved to the DuBois farmstead. In the 1930's he sowed the Wallace 
farm land to grass and had a wonderful crop of hay. ‘They had -one 
daughter, Margaret, who married Art Smith — an ardent race horse fan. 
The Smiths had one son and one daughter and for some time they 
lived with the Bells. The school teachers also boarded at the Bell home. 
They built a large bam which was famous for the “bam dances” enjoyed 
by everyone, far and near. 


Mrs. Bell died in the late 1930's. Through ill health Mr. Bell had to 
sell. He sold to Mr. Gillespie about 1942 or 1943. Gillespies later sold 
to H. Cohen, now of Vauxhall. Mr. Bell retired to Drumheller where he 
passed away in 1957. 


JACK ROSS 


‘The Jack Ross family moved to the Hand Hills in the summer of 
1918. Previous to moving here they lived at Trochu and Youngstown. 
When they moved here they lived on the DuBois place. Dorothy went to 
Blair School in 1920. They moved to the Billy Watson place in 1922, 
where they built a house and sold it to Mr. Clark, The house is still 
standing where it was moved. Mr. Ross was a good athlete and served 
some time as a policeman. He was a very handy man with stock, and 
hhad race horses. He moved to Hanna in the 1930's and ran the Alberta 
Wheat Pool elevator. He now lives with his daughter, Mrs. Dorothy 
Miller at Hanna, 


“DAD” WALLACE 


“Dad” Wallace, as he was called, placed “South African Script” 
rights on the east quarter of section 14-29-17, He, his wile, and two girls 
stayed only two or three years, and then moved to Delia, where he had 
a real estate agency for a year or two. He received some kind of com- 
mission during the First World War, and the family moved from Delia, 
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MR. AND MRS. NORMAN DALSTO 
MR. AND MRS. GORDON FERRABY 


In the spring of 1957 Norman Dalsto and Gordon Ferraby purchased 
what is now the Virden Valley Ranch from H. Cohen and moved into 
the Hand Hills district. Gordon had operated a machine agency in 
Bassano and Norman a general store, post office and garage at Countess. 
Both were interested in the cattle business so joined forces and trailed 
their herd of approximately one hundred twenty cows north from Countess, 
fording the river at Dorothy and on to the breeding field at the west end 
of Fish Lake, They spent the first summer fencing pastures and putting 
hay up preparing for the winter to come, having heard tales of the deep 
snows in the Hand Hills. That Christmas Norman’s wife and two children 
— Larry and Karen moved to the ranch. Bruce was born the following 
summer. Mamie arrived after the sale of their machine business had 
been finalized. 


During the intervening years the process of building up the ranch 
ran smoothly with the exception of one near major incident. In October 
1964 a grass fire was accidentally started on the hayland. The wind was 
blowing as it usually does in the Hand Hills and only by the quick 
response of many neighbors and the Delia fire department, was the fire 
contained and only one quarter section of hayland was destroyed. 


‘The Hand Hills have treated us well. It has been a privilege to be a 
part of their history. 


THE RICHARDSON STORY 
ny Dororay Rictanpson 


‘The Richardson families — Mr, and Mrs. William A. Richardson 
and the Omer B. Richardsons came to Hand Hills from Idaho in 1909. 
‘At that time the nearest railroad was at Stettler or Carstairs, and a trip 
to town with team and Iumber-wagon meant almost a week away from 
home. 


‘The Omer Richardsons with their few neighbors took the initiative in 
organizing the Blair School District. The school was named for William 
Blair, whose farm lay some two and one-half miles east of the proposed 
school building. School was held only in summer the first year or two 
of its operation. The first teacher was a Miss Wigmore, who was visiting 
her brother during her vacation from her regular teaching position. The 
first summer there were no desks—only benches—lower ones to sit on, 
and higher ones to write on. There was no blackboard. The teacher wrote 
on the wall where the blackboard would one day be with blue carpenter 
crayon, The text books were the books we children could bring from 
home, and were widely assorted. Most of the pupils, no matter what the 
age, were in the first grade. Dr. Lawson’s daughter Evelyn must have 
been a third grader. She had gone to school before and could do short 
division—a marvellous achievement in my eyes. Among the pupils of 
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that early school were the Edmonson’s—Archie, Burtos, Dale and Martha 
—their cousin Manley Church; Elizabeth Blair and, I think, Vaughn 
and Basil DuBois. There were others but I do not remember just who 
they were. 


‘The first teacher we had for a full six months’ term was a Miss Noble. 
Next there was Miss Salome B, Scott. She was from Edmonton and could 
play the violin and sing. After her term at Blair she taught at the Verdant 
Valley School. I think I was in the seventh grade before Blair School 
operated for a full school year—September through June. 


We had many bachelor neighbors in those days, and they came often 
to our house. For one thing, we usually boarded the lady teacher, Then 
mother baked bread for them, and often did their mending. My dad often 
served as barber and would cut their hair. 


Mother organized a Sunday School at Blair School with—whenever 
possible—a visiting minister to preach. She played the organ—often with 
a small child on her lap—and taught the adult Bible Class. 


The senior Richardsons moved back to Idaho about 1918, but the 
©. B. Richardson family continued to farm in the Hand Hills for some 
years longer. Their farm was finally sold in 1943, Omer Richardson passed 
away in 1956, Mrs. Richardson and the daughter Dorothy live in Moscow, 
Idaho, as does another daughter, Jean Clark, Helen Nicholson is in Cam- 
rose, Alberta; the son, Kenneth is at Bremerton, W: 
works at the Puget Sound Shipyards. The youngest daughter, Marion Rea, 
lives at Boise, Idaho. 


Editor's Note: Mrs. Richardson passed away June 5, 1967. 





THE GLEN WILLIAMS STORY 
as TOLD py Gren 


‘The first time I saw the Hand Hills I was at Big Bill Smith’s place 
in the fall of 1912, when I came over from Crossfield with my aunt. Bill 
Smith and Fred McFadden had a coal mine (in the DuBois Coulee, about 
two miles south-west of Blair School). I spent about a week there helping 
them haul coal and doing Bill’s chores, 


My father, Frank Williams, had a home place at Crossfield where 
the family was living at the time. He also had a homestead south of 
Munson, which he sold in 1917, when he bought the William Richardson 
homestead in the Hand Hills. I'came from Munson to the Hills in August 
of that year. In the fall of 1917, my father moved the family—my mother, 
two brothers, Lawrence and Wesley, and two sisters, Anna and Alda, out 
to the newly purchased land. 


That fall, before Christmas, my father went to Victoria for medical 
attention. He underwent two operations, and passed away February 26, 


1918. The weather was very cold and stormy, the funeral in Delia had 
to be postponed for a couple of days. 
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In November of 1918 the whole family was stricken by the flu. My 
brother, Lawrence, my mother, and sister Anna were taken to Delia for 
medical care, In a few days Lawrence passed away, followed by mother 
‘a couple of days later, on Armistice day. Anna finally recovered. She 
married in 1922 and passed away in 1928. 


‘Alda, the youngest of the family, was bom in Crossfield in 1908 and 
after mother passed away she was raised by Mr. and Mrs. William 
Harrison. 


My brother, Wesley, lived in Calgary for many years. He enlisted in 
the army in World War II, with the Canadian Field Engineers. After 
the war he came back to Canada for about six months. He returned to 
England and there he spent his nineteen years before returning to 
Canada for the Delia Jubilee Celebration in 1964. He returned to England 
again, where he stil lives. 


Before Christmas of 1918 I went to stay with George Edmonson’s 
family and spent the rest of the winter there, after that, it was like a 
second home to me. In the spring of 1919 we had a sale of our farm 
machinery, and household effects; and Mrs. S. A. Peterson bought the 
farm land. 


In 1922 I summerfallowed for Wm. Blair on the Dr. Lawson place. 
I worked for two falls on the threshing outfit of Battle and Marshall, and 
spent a good many years with Julius Julson. T bought my first truck in 
1928 from Clyde Puller, and I hauled many bushels of grain into Delia 





I came to Delia to live in 1942, and have resided here ever since, 
nevertheless, I have never allowed my hands to become unaccustomed to 
handling a grain shovel. As I look back over the years, I feel that I have 
made some little contributions to Delia, and the surrounding district. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: In the early days of the “school-house dances” Glen 
could always be counted on to contribute his musical talents for those 
who wanted 10 dance, or for anyone wishing to sing. 





On the float, drawn by Elmer Fennel’s team in the Delia Daze Parade, 
on August 5th, 1968, Glen still scemed very much at home seated at the 
piano, accompanying the old-time fiddlers, Hugh McFarland and Ken 
Van Riper, and the accordionist, George Allen. 


ALEX MITCHELL 


‘Alex Mitchell, or “Sandy” as he was sometimes called was another 
homesteader of the Hand Hills District. He was quite a singer, and 
entertainer. His farm was the southeast quarter of section 15-29-17, and 
the northeast quarter of 10-29-17 to the west and southwest from Blair 
School. He joined the Cavalry Division of the Canadian Army when the 
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First World War broke out, and worked as a veterinarian in that division 
all during the war. 





Alex Mitchell—-1915-1916 


Before leaving, he sold one quarter to Phil Courtney, and gave him 
an option on the other. After the war he returned to the Hand Hills and 
completed the transaction. 


T understand he settled on Gabriola Island, off the coast of Vancouver. 


THE ALOIS RAUCH STORY 


I departed from Hart, Austria on March 29, 1928 on my journey to 
Canada, and arrived in Halifax, Nova Scotia, about April tenth. By C.NR. 
T travelled to Winnipeg, Manitoba, where, at the immigration office they 
told me that a Mr. Thomas Rowe of Michichi, Alberta, wanted a Roman 
Catholic boy to work for him. I travelled west by train arriving at Michichi 
one cold morning very early. T could not speak any English and had only 
a piece of paper with this man’s name on it to help me find somebody 
who knew where he lived. Upon arriving in Michichi, the first man I met 
was Mr. Walter Murdock, and, after reading the name, pointed in the 
direction where Mr. and Mrs. Rowe and sons Harvey and John lived. I 
started walking in that direction, carrying my wicker suitcase, and had 
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not gone very far when a man with a horse and buggy neared me. It 
turned out that it was Mr. Rowe. I worked for him for four years. 


‘Once when I was discing for Mr. Rowe, the disc needed oil, and 
unable to speak English, I pointed to the disc and said EEEEEE. He got 
the message and gave me the oil. He laughed about this for some time 





In the summer of 1935, I worked on the Trans-Canada Highway 
through the Morley Indian Reserve under the late Mr. Fred Goetz of 
Craigmyle, Alberta. 





In 1936, I worked for Anton Zipper. The following year I rented land 
from Mr. Thomas S. Broadbent. Then the hard times came and I lost 
everything I had; no crop and what little money I had was gone. I worked 
on the road to pay Tom Broadbent for the seed I owed him. With the 
help of good neighbors in this district I was able to go farming again, 


In 1944 I purchased the land I am now living on — straight south 
of Harry Nimmo's farm. In 1947 I bought my first tractor from George 
Moeller and am still using it. 

In 1948 I met my life partner, Cecelia Ida Hannef, and we were 
married. On August 5, 1949 we were blessed with our first son John and 
then Herman on September 12, 1952. 


In November of 1959, I made my first and only trip back to Austria 
to visit my relatives, 


JOHNNY YORKE STORY 


We left Saskatoon in 1920. We loaded the wagon, and with six head 
of horses drove to Maple Creek and Gleichen. Resuming our journey to 
my sister’s we stayed one night; and then moved on to the Hand Hills to 
my parents, where we stayed for one winter. My parents, the Mavells, 
lived on the Blair farm for a short time, 

We bought a quarter section of land; the southwest quarter of section 
13-20-17. We farmed on this, and also took horses to pasture for one 
dollar a head per month. We broke horses too, at ten dollars a head. Mr. 
Yorke snubbed the horses to the saddle horn and Lawrence Parge rode 
them, Pll never forget one day he got his belt caught on the saddle horn 
and was almost killed. We broke more land, and in 1927 we had a lovely 
crop, but it was completely hailed out before we could harvest. 


We decided to buy a new truck, an American Vele, costing four 
thousand dollars. After a few miles the engine stopped, and soon after 
the rear end went too. Finally one day coming home with it, the gas tank 
fell off. It was a real lemon. 


In 1928 we left the farm and moved to Dorothy, and bought a pool 
hall. We stayed there for three years, and had to move for lack of people 
to play pool. We then moved to a farm at Rosedale. After crop failures 
due to weather conditions Mr. Yorke worked in the mines, Mrs, Yorke 
is living in East Coulee. 
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BILODEAU STORY 
sy Puyius Campers (Broeau) 

My dad, Omer Bilodeau (Bill) was born in 1876, in Michigan, but 
was raised in Quebec. Mother was born in 1896, in Cumberland, British 
Columbia and raised in the surrounding area. 

Dad travelled quite a lot in his younger days. He spent some time in 
the Montreal area, working on river drives and also at booming logs. About 
1900 he went to Alaska, like many others, with the “gold rush” fever in 
his veins, Also, like many others he came out a few years later, broke and 
trouserless. After a friend bought him a pair of pants he proceeded to look 
for a job. The only job available at the time was loading freight on boats. 
He went from one job to another trying to better himself, and eventually 
became a logging contractor. 

In 1914 Mother and Dad met at Union Bay, British Columbia and 
after a short courtship, were married at Sanwick, British Columbia. That 
same year they moved to a farm on the oxtskirts of the town of Ronan, 
Montana, where they lived for several years. Both my sisters, Laurette 
and Grace, were born there. 

Dad sold the farm at Ronan and they went back to Union Bay to 
visit Mother’s folks. They spent nearly a year there, after which Dad 
decided to go farming again, He came to Alberta and bought the Danskin 
farm, in the Hand Hills, about twenty-five miles east of Drumheller. 








‘The big barn and granaries had been built by Mr. Danskin, but 
Dad had a new house built to replace the two-roomed one, that later 
became our pump house. 


‘The thirties were difficult years for Mom and Dad, as well as for 
many others; however, there were many memorable occasions, — school 
pienics, ball games, stampedes, dances and get-togethers among neighbors, 

that will never be forgotten. 


I (Phyllis) was born in the year 1932 in the Drumheller Hospital. 
I don’t remember the 1930's only the stories that were told to me by my 
parents. I do remember riding home from Blair School just as fast as I 
could, trying to beat a dust storm, more than once, Sometimes that three 
mile ride seemed like a long one, as the first few years I didn’t have too 
much company. Audrey Clappison and I used to ride together when she 
stayed with her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Blair. Then, Mr. and 
Mrs, Otto Emann bought the Cottini farm, and their two children, Harvey 
and Leona, also rode horse back to school. 

I always looked forward to the days the mailman came. Grace and 
Laurette were both married and away from home so we always looked 
forward to letters from them, and there were the funnies in the Free Press 
that I always read. 

‘The rush and excitement of harvest was the highlight of my child- 
hood, At times Mrs. Ringrose used to help Mom with the cooking, and I 


292 








but 
ish, 


in 
out 
in 


ind 


ats. 
ally 





remember the smell of fresh bacon frying in the morning, and pies fresh 
from the oven when I came home from school. The bundle racks, threshing 
machines, and the straw stacks are a thing of the past now, but they belong 
to some of my earliest recollections. 


I liked the winters, but they seemed to last so long. ‘There wasn’t 
too much company, and we visited Blairs and Cottinis most, with Emanns, 
after they bought, and moved onto the Cottini farm, 


Early in 1948 Dad took sick and was taken to Drumheller Hospital 
He was transferred to a Calgary Hospital where he passed away on March 
26 of that year. That was one of the worst winters I can remember, with 
such deep snow drifts a horse could hardly get through; but, with help 
from neighbors, Mother and: I managed. A few months later Mother had 
an auction sale, and the farm was later sold to Otto Emann. Then for a 
couple of months Mother and I worked for Mr. W. B. Steward. Because 
of Mother’s health, we moved out to British Columbia to be closer to 
Laurette and Grace. 


‘That October, Ken Chambers and I were married at Courtenay, 
British Columbia, but after a few months, moved back to the prairies. We 
lived in Drumheller for a few years where Ken trucked, but in the fall 
of 1961 we moved to the Stubblefield Home Farm, where Ken is foreman. 
We have five children: Heather, Frances, Dwight, Danny and Bonnie. 
‘The older two girls attend Drumheller Composite High School and the 
three younger ones go to Verdant Valley School. 


Mother stayed at the coast for about a year and a half, but returned 
to the Drumheller area, where she worked for a number of years, later 
taking up residence in Nacmine, Mother still resides in Nacmine. 


Laurette and her husband, John Blair, own and operate a dairy farm. 
Their son, Bob, works at a bakery, but lives at home at Richmond, British 
Columbia. 


Grace married Louis Cottini of the Hand Hills and they have five 
children. Two girls, Jeanette and Frances who are both married and live 
‘at the coast. Three sons Louis, Kenneth and Allen. Louis, is in the 
RCMP. and stationed at Saskatoon, Kenneth is in the Air Force, and 
Allen is at home and going to school. 


THE FRANK NELMES STORY 
by Mrs, NELMES AND DAUGHTERS 


Frank Nelmes came to Canada from Droitwich, England, in April 
of 1906, He came to Stettler, the end of the railway at that time, where 
his brother had filed on a homestead a year previous. Frank worked with 
his brother, and clerked in a store until 1909. When the land in the Hand 
Hills was thrown open by the government for homesteads and pre- 
emptions, Frank joined the line-up of men in front of the Dominion Land 
Office in’ Calgary waiting all night, and until ten o’clock the next morning, 
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for the office to open. There was a long line of men waiting, some of 
them — only to find their land had already been filed on. Frank was 
successful in getting his choice of homestead and pre-emption, but his 
friend Mr. J. Dunfield was not, — as he had stepped out of line to greet 
an old friend, and was unable to get back in, — and was too late 





Mr. and Mrs, F. Nelmes 


Frank built a little shack ten by fourteen feet, and broke twenty acres 
of land. He spent six months each year for the next three years on this 
land, to fulfil government requirements, and thus become owner. 


He bought four horses with harness and a wagon, and freighted 
groceries and supplies from Stettler to a little store in the Hand Hills 
‘owned by Mr. Bob Congdon. He had many tales to tell of his experiences 
during this time, one of which stands out in my mind in particular. One 
very wet, cold and windy day he was on a muddy stretch of prairie road, 
when out of the fog, a man came walking toward him. He wore a rain 
coat over his head, the coat sleeves flapping back and forth in the wind. 
The lead horses suddenly stopped, then turned quickly, upsetting the 
wagon, supplies and Frank into a mud hole. The man kept walking on 
quite unconcerned without so much as a word of greeting, and disappeared 
into the distance. Frank had to pick himself up out of the mud and 
load up again. He spent the night under the wagon, waiting until daylight 
to proceed further on his way. After proving up the homestead, Frank 
rented his land to a rancher. He then worked in Stettler for Mr. J. Dun- 
field who had filed blind, and got a homestead just six miles northeast 
of Delia. 


‘War was declared in 1914, and Frank, with my brother and many - 
others joined the army. They went overscas with the 187 Battalion, but 

Frank was transferred to the 50th, and served with this outfit for the 

duration of the war, He was wounded three times, but each time, after 

recuperation, was sent back to the firing line. His first wound was in the 

lungs, where he carried three pieces of shrapnel the rest of his life. He was 

returned to Canada and discharged in Mareh of 1919. 


We were married at Veteran, in June 1919, and came to the home- 
stead to start farming. We brought all our effects with us in a wagon, 
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These consisted of a cow, calf, yearling, and a pig which was a wedding 
present. 


‘We soon made very dear friends among the settlers. My first few days 
were spent at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Gilbert, who homesteaded 
the land now owned by Anton Zipper. Mrs. Gilbert went through her 
cupboards and shared all her supplies with me so I wouldn’t have empty 
cupboards with which to start @ home — a kindness [ll never forget. We 
stayed with them until we got the shack cleaned up and papered with 
newspapers, and set up a stove, table and bed. We lived there until we 
were able to build our house a year later. Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert enjoyed 
their new home for only a few years when Charlie's health failed, and 
they had to leave the farm. They went back East to his people, where he 
passed away that same year. 


‘The highlights of the old days were the school picnics, held the last 
day of school each year, and the Christmas concerts. Our four children 
rode horses to Blair School, a distance of three and one half miles, winter 
and summer, where Mr. Alfred Howard was their teacher for several years. 
He was not only teacher, but was a pal to all the children, and they loved 
and respected him very much. 


‘The men used to dig coal in Willow Creck Coulee, where the coal 
was to be had for the digging. Many trips were made to get a supply for 
winter as well as summer, This coal varied in quality, sometimes being 
very good, but other times the seam would be mostly slate and noted for 
the quantity of ashes it produced. However, it was free, and money was 
scarce, so we were always thankful for what we got, and for being able to 
keep warm even in the coldest weather. The men really suffered with cold, 
bad roads etc. during these trips. 


T remember one trip Frank made alone with four horses and sleigh, 
hhe managed to dig a small load, but the hill was very steep and icy. 
About three quarters of the way up the sleigh slipped back, and over the 
edge of the cliff it went. He had jumped clear, but expected to find his 
horses either dead or lamed, Though they were on their backs and the 
sleigh upside down, they were unharmed. Frank was able to unbitch 
them and with a logging chain he got his outfit fixed and going again 
Needless to say he only brought about one hundred pounds of coal home 
that night. 


Another time Frank and Tom McBeath went together. Mrs. McBeath 
and baby Jack came to spend the day with me, Our men were caught 
in a blizzard, and got lost, and arrived home after midnight really cold 
and hungry. We spent the remainder of the night in our one-roomed 
shack, thankful that the men had arrived home safely with the coal we 
needed so badly. It was shared experiences like these that endeared our 
neighbors and friends to us, with a friendship that lasted a lifetime. 


In the early days the closest church was in Delia, which was too 
far to drive with horses. Later, a Sunday School was started by Mr. Herbert 
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Montgomery, and we were able to take our children. This filled a need 
we had long desired. The Bible studies were a blessing to us, and led our 
children to further studies at Bible School, in later years. Then came 
the wonderful invention of radio with news, musical programmes and 
also many gospel messages that were a blessing to us in country homes. 
Our children also took Radio Sunday School lessons. 


We found the farm life rather hard, owing to Frank’s wounds. He 
‘was not too well all through the years. We also found it a very good life 
with our four children: Minnie, who is now a Social worker with the city 
of Calgary; Gladys who was a secretary, married a farmer, Albert Tovell 
and they live at Vermilion with their four children; Ed who passed away 
in 1952; Connie, a secretary and music teacher, married Lloyd Anderson 
and now lives in Red Deer. They have two children, 


We sold our farm in 1952, after the death of our son, and moved to 
Calgary. Frank passed away after a short illness in 1959. 


Yes, pioneering on the homestead was a hard life, but it made our 
country what it is today — a country of which to be proud. 


MR. AND MRS. ART KANEWISCHER 


Art Kanewischer was raised at Schuler near Medicine Hat and married 
Hilda Karg of the Bullpound disiriet in 1943. From the time of their 
marriage until 1947 they farmed near Schuler. They then moved to 
Medicine Hat where Art accepted a job at Medalta Potteries. In 1952 
they moved to the Hand Hills and took up residence on the Nelmes’ 
place where they still reside. Though Art and Hilda have no family of 
their own a steady stream of young fry call their place ‘second home. 
Art and Hilda are staunch FUA members, whist drive fans and excellent 
community workers. Though Hilda has suffered prolonged hospital con- 
finements, her happy spirit is an inspiration to all who know her. 


DR. KEITH 


Dr. Keith, his wife and three sons, Bert, Max and Charlie came to 
the Hand Hills in 1910, They homesteaded the north half of section 
23-29-17, known to us as the Rowe place. Dr. Keith was a retired medical 
doctor. Their youngest boy, Charlie, took his grade eight in the Hand Hills 
School — classmates were, Ada Venus (Laverty) and Andrew Mason. 
They also had the first restaurant in Delia. They were here for only three 
or four years, when they sold out to Mr. Arthur Rowe. 


THE ARTHUR ROWE STORY 
ay Paut Rowe 
We moved into the Blair School District in 1916, when I was very 


young. At that time there were three of us, my oldest sister Brenda, my- 
self, and younger sister Evelyn, During the time we lived there, 1916 to 
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1918, another sister, Vern, was born. We left the Hand Hills in 1918 to 
return to Idaho and, though we returned to Alberta in 1920, we did not 
make the farm a permanent residence. We did spend parts of several 
summers there, 


‘As I recall, the old house was partly frame and partly sod, quite low 
and probably not very large. The barn, too, was of sod. The only thing 
of any height about the place was the windmill, and sometimes it wasn’t 
very tall, particularly the time the horses ran away and a wagon wheel 
caught one of the windmill legs 





King and Prince were the runaways. They seemed to enjoy taking 
off without excuse, and leaving us in the lurch. That time they didn’t 
quite make it. ‘The windmill settled slowly on top of them and trapped 
them neatly without hurting either one, They left us once, two and a 
half miles from home by the simple expedient of tipping the box off the 
sleighs into a snow bank, and taking off for home. It was a cold night 
‘and we were pretty small so Dad probably carried at least two of us most 
of the way home. Dad never was a man to swear much, but he must have 
been sorely tempted that time. 





I don’t know exactly when I started school, but I was not allowed to 
continue — because 1 was too young. Anyway when I was allowed to go 
to school, the teacher was a young man named Miller. He didn’t stay long, 
but left us to join the army, Another of my teachers was a young woman 
who later became Mrs. Nimmo. 


‘Thinking about school reminds me of the old grey pony Dad bought 
for us to ride, She was the orneriest old thing you ever saw. She'd run 
three miles around the pasture rather than carry us two and half miles 
to school, We could never catch her, but Dad could, We'd start off with 
Brenda handling the reins (she was older than 1), and make our way up 
to the corner to meet Maric and Sonny (Frank) McFadden. From there 
wed go on to school with Old Grey. carrying at least three of us. No 
‘wonder the old pony rebelled at times. 


As I recall, the school sat on high ground in the southwest corner of 
the section, and just across the road to the south of the school was a deep 
coulee with a spring at the bottom. We uscd to go down to the spring at 
noon, I don’t know whether we were supposed to but it seems we often 
did and that often the bell rang when we were away at the very bottom 
of what seemed to me a deep, deep valley. 


We had a lot of fun at recesses and noons playing running games 
and generally working off steam. ‘Then we had to go back into the school 
and learn reading, writing and arithmetic. Sometimes it wasn't easy but 
T think we all enjoyed it. 


That's a long time ago. The last time I was at the Blair School was 
at a Christmas Concert in 1934. I haven't seen it since, and I suppose it 
is long gone. 
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Gone too, are Mother and Dad. My sister Brenda Harcus lives in 
Edmonion with her twin sons, age seventeen. Her three daughters are 
married, two living in Edmonton and one in Ottawa. Vern, Mrs. Jack 
Perkins, became @ nurse and then a farmer’s wife. She now lives at Wain- 
wright with her husband, two sons and a daughter. Marjorie, Mrs, Wallace 
Rattray, also lives at Wainwright with her husband, a son and two 
daughters. Evelyn Bell lives in Edmonton. She has one son in Ottawa and 
she and Bruce visit the cast whenever they can. Joyce, the youngest of 
the family, married Pat Murray. They have two boys and two girls, but 
one of each has married and left home. 


I taught school at Arrowana, then at Hand Hills, later at Gadsby 
and finally in the Peace River Country. I married in the north and have 
‘one son Dwayne who is now a young but successful lawyer in Peace River. 
Two years ago the people of this area honored me by naming the new 
High School the “Paul Rowe High School.” I am the principal of the fine, 
new, beautifully-equipped school and I'm very proud of it. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Shorily after receiving this story per kindness of 
Paul Rowe, we received the following notation: 








On the occasion of the one hundredth anniversary 
of the Confederation of Canada 
the Centennial Medal is conferred on 
Paul Arthur Rowe, Esquire, B.Ed 
in recognition of valuable service to the nation 


July 1, 1967 


JOHN SEWALD 
The Sewalds came to the district after the Rowes and lived on that 
farm for a short time. We can well remember Mrs. Sewald as a singing 
artist who did much entertaining. 
MR. AND MRS, ORVILLE TABOR 
As TOLD BY Orvitte Tasor 





‘lle and Betty Tabor and baby Frances moved onto the Art 
Rowe farm in the fall of 1929. A second daughter, Patsy, was born in 1930. 
They harvested one crop in 1930 but were hailed out in 1931. They 
moved to the Michichi district and farmed there until their retirement to 
Drumheller where they now reside, Their two daughters live in the Delia 
area — Mrs. Mike Anderson and Mrs. Wm Greer. 


THE ERNEST HOWARD STORY 

Ernest, son of Mr, and Mrs. A. E, Howard, was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland. He came to Canada in 1907 to Ontario and west to Rainbow in 
1918. He worked for Bill Blair for nearly a year, He farmed and ranched 
in Rainbow for several years. 
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In 1934, he married Alice Helen Bell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard Bell of the Hand Hills. 

We, Alice and Emest, as known to all, rented the Arthur Rowe farm, 
then known to all as the Keith place. 

We engaged in mixed farming. Prices were low during the hungry 
1930's. We raised chickens, turkeys, pigs and milked cows. We made a 
hundred pounds of butter each month which we sold for ten cents a pound, 
taken in trade for groceries. During our ten years on the farm we ex- 
perienced hail, drought and grasshoppers. We and our neighbors hauled 
grasshopper poison, consisting of sawdust and poison, supplied by the 
municipality, from the distributing center at Michichi. This poison was 
scattered over the infested fields after a shower or while the dew was still 
on the plant. It was quite effective. Our farming was all done by six, eight, 
or ten head of horses. We purchased our first tractor about 1940. It was 
a Hart Parr. 

All the harvesting was done by binder, stooks and threshed by teams, 
bundle rack and the threshing machine. Elmer Flett usually did our 
threshing. 

Our neighbors were most hospitable and kind. They were the Frankie 
Nelmes, the Harry Nimmos, Fred McFaddens, Tom Broadbents, Jack Bells, 
the Blairs, Leonard Manleys, and the Roy Lindsays. 

Tt was a highlight for Blair district when we got Rural Mail service 
once a week, The old mailbox was a sign of progress. Mr. Porter Sr. and 
later his son Joe, were our mail carriers. 

Tt made it very convenient to send mail and cream out. Mr. Porter 
drove by car in summer and sleigh and team in winter. Many a hazardous 
trip he could recall, blizzard conditions and impassable roads. Due to 
Mr. Porter’s unfailing and faithful service, the “Royal Mail” seldom failed. 


Our four children were all bor while we lived in the hills. Two girls, 
Helen and Viola and two boys, Donald and Robert were all born in the 
Drumheller Hospital. Both girls started school at Blair with Miss Mable 
Humphrey and Ruby Zakariasen as teachers. 

In 1944, we purchased the Henry Daly farm at Munson. This meant 
we must leave our many friends and neighbors but it meant we would 
better our way of living, The attraction was better land, better schools, 
nearer to town on an excellent road. 

Our family have all done well. All have made homes for themselves 
not far from us. We are proud of our twelve grandchildren, 

Ernest and I shall always have fond memories of the Hand Hills. We 
have attended every Stampede through the years. It is always a pleasure 
to meet all the old timers noticing each trip the many changes and it gives 
us a feeling of pride to see the progress. Every home is supplied with 
electricity. There are splendid gravel roads. Many attractive new homes 
have been erected and a very effective yellow bus system transports the 
children to central schools in Delia. Familiar old schools where pioneer 
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children obtained their three “R’s” have disappeared. But a well kept Club 
House still stands-and testifies to fifty years of western life, 

We should like to extend a word of appreciation to the Book Club 
members for their splendid effort in preserving the past in book form. 
Theirs is a tremendous task and we trust they will be rewarded in some 
small way. This book should be cherished by our children in gencrations 
to come. 


JAKE WARKENTIN 


West of Carl Bund Sr., is a half section of land homesteaded by a 
Mr. McLaren which had changed hands many times, and housed several 
residents of whom it has proven difficult to get detailed information. 
Among those who lived there are the following. Mr. and Mrs. Jake 
Warkentin came there in 1928 when their family, which consisted of two 
sons and three daughters; was very young. They lived there for two years. 
‘A Mr. Korbisser made this his home for four years and he travelled about 
the district sharpening knives, scissors or saws in his free time. From 1934, 
to 1936, Emmanuel Bender, who married Freda Teske, rented this property. 
Their daughter, Inez, attended the Elmer School, Stanley, their son, was 
a pre-schooler at the time. Later they hed another daughter, Diane. He 
was followed by his brother, Rudolph Bender, who also put in a tenure of 
two years. “Rudy” lost his life on May 26, 1967 in a tragic truck collision 
with another neighbor from the Hand Hills, Mr, Warkentin again took 
over the farm and although they only lived there for one winter and 
two summers, he owned the property until 1962 when it was purchased 
by Dave Moench. Ben Mammel is the present owner having purchased it 
alter Dave's death in 1965. 











J. F. HALL 


The Halls came to the Blair School District in 1923 and lived a half 
mile north of the school. They lived there for four years and left in 1927. 
Their two sons still live in the Delia district. Ernie and Bill, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Nelmes lives in Calgary. 


CHARLIE EWING 


Charlie Ewing came to the Hand Hills in 1908 and located one mile 
north of the DuBois Ranch. He brought in a herd of Galloway cattle, did 
well financially, was a good cattle man and an efficient operator, but one 
day his horse fell on him and broke his leg. 


Charlie Ewing's dad, William S. Ewing, a carpenter came from Idaho 
in the spring of 1906, He arrived in Carstairs with two dollars and a 
hammer, His daughter, Mrs. Susan Hanses keeps this hammer in memory 
of his carpenter days. She lives at Swalwall. They were friends of the 
Greenwoods and visited in the Hand Hills. Albert DuBois made his home 
with them for some time, 


Charlie Ewing passed away in 1912. He was buried at Gilbert, Idaho 
where his wife remained. They had no family. 
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CHAPTER VII 


LAWSONBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT 


‘The name of Lawsonburg may be gone but certainly not forgotten. 
It brings a wave of homesickness to those who pioneered here. They 
came from every land, from all walks of life and from comforts of home 
and family. In those “good old days” everyone was in the same situation. 
‘This land was new to them, every newcomer was a stranger, and in their 
loneliness they made friends very quickly 


‘Trips to town were quite an undertaking. The nearest towns were 
Gleichen to the south and Stettler to the north; each town being about 
seventy-five miles from Hand Hills Lake. To go to either town and 
retum would take five or six days. Most of the people of Lawsonburg 
preferred to go to Gleichen, although this meant crossing the Red Deer 
River at Dorothy, and a very hard pull for the horses. 


News and letters from home were longed for and welcomed. At 
first mail was received at Congdon’s Store to the north, then the post 
office was extended and set up at the Lawson dwelling place on June 
first, 1909. Mr. Whiting, who was a Justice of the Peace, named the 
post office Lawsonburg in honor of Doctor Lawson, the Hand Hills’ 
only doctor. Mrs. Lawson was postmistress and handled the job very 
well, However, along with her other duties as doctor's wife, it soon proved 
too much for her and the post office was moved to Mr. Whiting’s. In 
the years that followed the post office was moved several times. The 
locations were at the following homes: Mrs. Jane Blair, Bert Newman, 
Fred Koller, John Henderson, Mrs. C. Favell, and Mrs. F. Marlowe. 
Following that a rural mail route was started and is still in effect today. 


Lawsonburg district boasted the first church in the Hand Hills. It 
was the Epiphea Mission of the Church of England and was at the Bert 
Newman residence. It was also there that a store was opened and 
operated by Fred Koller. 








In due time the number of children was increasing and it. was 
realized that a school was needed very badly in the area. Some of the 
children were already going to Blair or Elmer, which were both some 
distance away. It was not until September twenty-third, 1922, that Lawson- 
burg School District 4144 was established. The members of the com- 
mittee were Charlie White, R. D. Lenfesty and R. G. Horner. Mr. Homer, 
being secretary, negotiated with Bert Peirce for the sale of five acres of 
Tand to the school district on which the school was to be built. The 
location was the southeast corner of section sixteen, the price was twenty- 
five dollars per acre. A barn was built first and the carpenters lived in it. 
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Jack Miller used horses to dig the basement and the school was erected 
in 1927 by carpenters from Hanna. Since the post office in the area was 
Lawsonburg the school was named likewise. 





Lawsonburg School about 1930. Top Step: Dorothy Brown, Muriel Ri 

», Ken Brown. Second Anna Martin, Alm: 
Standing. on groun nfesty, Ella Ringrore, Marion 
James Martin, unknown and Philip Martin. Several children wer 

this day. 



















Homeward Bound—Lawsonburg School about 1930 





The teachers at Lawsonburg were as follows: Mr. Cameron, Miss 
Alice Nelson, Miss Pat Bailey, Mr. Edget, Mr. Weatherall, Miss Ella 
Hallstead, Miss Mary Clark, Miss Gladys Nelson, Miss Gladys Key, Miss 
Grace Key, Miss Lily Huddleston and Miss Susan Peters 
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McGibbon School, 1945—left to right: Joan Lenfesty, Willine 
Kelm, Billy Lenfesty, Harold Wilson, Don Raisheck, Bob Rais- 
beck, Grant Raisbeck, Margaret Raisbeck, Frank Wilson, 
Reuben Kelm. Two in front 1 Woelk and 
Lenfesty. 









‘The school was closed in 1940 for lack of pupils and remained closed 
until 1945. It was then moved two miles south and operated by the Berry 
Creck School Division under the name of McGibbon School. Supervisors 
were Miss Julia Turkosz and Miss Shirley Ekman, The qualified teachers 
that followed were: Miss Betty Solverson, Mrs. Jean Vallentgoed, and 
Mrs. Ann Clarke. The school was closed again in 1951. Approval was 
given on August twenty-ninth, 1952, to move the school to Hanna. 





In the following pages are histories on the pioneers of the district, 
compiled with the help of a few oldtimers who are still here and the 
many people who sent in their family stories. 


‘As you read through the pages please forgive any errors or omissions 
as they are not intentional. 


1 take this opportunity to thank all those who helped me in any way. 


Juua Lenresry 


JACK MILLER 
sy Mrs, Minter an Murter Mizter McLEan 


John James (Jack) Miller was born at Keene, Ontario, in 1883 of 
Scotch descent, His grandparents came to Ontario from Scotland. Isabella 
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Brownlee and James Miller were married in 1845 and had eight children, 
the oldest one a boy, William, He was married twice; first to Letitia 
who died when their third child was born in 1876. In 1879 William and 
Sarah Hazlett were married and they had five children, with Jack the 
only one living 


We are in proud possession of copies of the letters that Isabella 
Brownlee (Miller) wrote home to Scotland before and after her marriage 
from 1843-1855. They are the exact replicas, original spelling and 
grammar, absolutely authentic and very charming. These originals are 
in possession of the Peterborough Historical Society, 








Jack was always a wonderful skater and his hockey started with 
boys’ teams, then in Norwood, Ontario. 


Jack and Mel came west and staked land in the Hills in 1901. They 
stayed in Calgary that winter, Jack worked in a hardware store and 
they both played football. In 1902 Jack was on the survey crew that 
surveyed the Hand Hills. That year they built one room on their land. 
Then in 1903 they moved out to stay and bought cattle. 


Gertrude Tidsbury was born at Carbury, Manitoba, in 1885. The 
‘Tidsburys came to Manitoba from Scotland. Dan Tidsbury was born at 
Portage la Prairie. He homesteaded around Carbury and later became 
chief of police there. There were eleven children in the Tidsbury family, 
two boys and nine girls. In 1903 they moved to Edmonton where Dan 
Tidsbury was chief of police until he died. Gertrude worked in the post 
office and in 1906 met Jack who was playing hockey for Edmonton, In 
1907 Edmonton went eést for the Stanley Cup and in 1908, on April 8, 
Jack and Gertie were married. They travelled by train to Stettler and 
from there to the Hills by buggy. 


The neighbors at that time were Jack Code, Trooper Newman, Pyles 
at Fish Lake, Peakes at Dorothy, Fletts and Willard Marriott. In 1909 
and ‘10 Jack played hockey with Renfrew Millionaires. He was a very 
fine hockey player and his hockey career had many colorful experiences. 


Renfrew and Ottawa played a series of exhibition games at the St. 
Nicholas rink in New York, which introduced hockey to the United 
States, Renfrew beat Ottawa in that series. 


In 1911 Jack Jr. was born and “Hay” Miller, the hockey player. 
became Jack Miller the rancher. Jack and Gertie had three girls, Willene, 
Muriel and Marjorie who were all born and raised in the Hand Hills. 
Dr. Mason from Henna attended their births, Jack drove Dr. Mason 
hundreds of miles in our Model T which was the first car in the Hills, 
It was always referred to as the “Beatle.” 





Jack Jr. started school in Calgary then went to Elmer School, It was 
closed for a time and he went to Hand Hills Lake School. When Willene 
started to school she and Jack went to Hand Hills Lake, Muriel also 
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started school here and Miss Peters was the teacher. In the warm weather 
we drove a team and buggy around the south end of the lake, through 
Jock Fairweather's and Shoult’s and hit the road allowance there. In the 
winter we crossed on the ice. 


After Dalkieth School was built we attended it as it was much closer. 
‘Then Lawsonburg School came into being and we all attended school 
there until Grade 9. 








Mr. and Mrs, Jack Miller and: Willine, taken outside the 
South end of Hand Hills Lake in 1917. Mrs. Miller is holding “the money bag” 
containing $2200.00, proceeds from the day's Stampede. 


‘The Club House played a very important part in all our. lives. It 
was the centre for such yearly events as the stampede, the picnic for 
all the schools, the Christmas concerts, and wonderful pot luck suppers 
‘on Sundays in the winter. All the children would skate for awhile and 
then play basketball, The summer saw a change. We all attended church 
Sunday morning and stayed for ball games. From the time we were knee 
high we all went to Friday night dances at the hall. I can close my 
eyes and hear the sleigh bells. As we got sleepy we were bedded down 
under the counters in the kitchen until finally we got big enough to 
take part in the dancing. The Club House saw the production of ““Santa’s 
Air Line”, a tremendous undertaking by Mrs. Briggs and the mothers 
of many of the children who made all the costumes. 





One year Fred Koller rented skates and everyone roller skated in the 
hall. 
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Many a hard fought basketball game was played in the Club House. 
Wonderful times! 


I believe that Jack had the first boys’ stampede ever held. He had 
it on his birthday and people came from as far away as the river. It was 
held at home and they had hot dogs, lemonade, etc, on a hay rack. 
Hervey Clark announced through a gramophone horn. Among the events 
was a greased pig race, and Charlotte and Lucy Morton and Mabel Peake 
each rode a calf; Freddie was the clown. 


Distance meant very little then, Jack and Willene often rode to 
Campbell's on the river on a Friday night and came home Sunday night. 


Something always remembered was the year Lawsonburg School 
competed for track honors at Craigmyle and won the shield for the most 
points. Mark Lenfesty took us all in his truck. It poured rain all day 
and also all the way home, but we won! 


Tm always delighted that we lived in the days of schoolhouse dances, 
barn dances, box socials, hard time dances, and masquerades. Jack and 
Freddie Oakie always dressed as black boys. One year Willene made 
a dress out of gunny sacks, jewellery out of dyed pumpkin and sunflower 
seeds—a really good effort—and won her first prize. 


Fish Lake was a favorite spot. Everyone used to go fishing there 
with pitehforks. We have pictures of the boys frying their catch, 


Mel Miller lived with the family for many years, He had a wonderful 
sense of humor and always seemed to be taking his old car apart or 
putting it together. He was great fun when it came to reading us stories 
or playing the violin for us, He used to make up songs about us. Marjorie, 
being the youngest, used to take a great deal of his attention. 


We always had music at home. It was almost a ritual to spend an 
hour singing after supper and in later years when we were away and 
came home to visit we had a sing-song first thing. Marjorie was the singer 
in the family, She sang in music festivals as a girl in high school and 
has a fine soprano voice. 


Priceless today are the many folk songs and ballads that Dad taught 
us coming home on a load of hay and the wonderful sound of Mother 
singing while cooking breakfast in the morning. 


Jack Miller passed away in June, 1944, Mrs. Miller resides at Gleichen. 
All four Miller children were born at home. Jack Miller Jr. married Wanda 
Galarneau and lives at High River. Willene Clifford was born on March 
31, 1914, and lives at Gleichen. Muriel McLean, born on December 1, 
1918, lives in Calgary. Marjorie Ferrari, born on May 11, 1922, lives in 
the States. 
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UNCLE WILLIE CALDWELL 


Just a few lines on Uncle Willie Caldwell, known far and wide as 
“Uncle Willic”, He trailed into Canada from Nespirce, Idaho, He owned 
and operated the Exchange Livery Stable in Bassano, when Bassano was 
booming. He later lived in a log house on the Red Deer River at the 
mouth of Bull Pound. He and Mark Montgomery were in partnerships 
with cattle, but the hard winter wiped them out 


In 1929 Johnny drove Uncle Willie and Glen House all through the 
Hand Hills, Hanna, Lonebutte areas, buying cattle. 


He was often at our place, He was quite a roper in his day and was 
truly a wonderful character. 


CARDER AND McMURRAY 


Fred Carder and Mr. McMurray were two very early ranchers in 
the Hand Hills area, They came in the year of 1906 with a large herd of 
cattle, Due to the severe winter that followed they lost most of the stock 
‘nd consequently gave up ranching. Fred Carder owned the quarter 
seotion immediately south of Rex Homer's. He sold it and went to Stettler 
in 1907 or 1908 along with Robert Shaw. Later on there was a law firm 
in Stettler that went under the name of Shaw, Carder and Good. Mr. 
McMurray took out a homestead nearby and later sold to Alfred Ernst. 


ERNIE ERNST 


‘Alfred Emst, though everyone called him “Ernie”, was one of the 
first to come to this area, He worked for Robert Shaw in 1903 and later 
for Jack Miller before he purchased his own land, which was McMurray’s 
homestead. He raised purebred Hereford cattle and sheep. 


A native of Switzerland, Ernie was known for his talent on the fiddle 
and banjo, He remained a bachelor and stayed on his farm until his 
death in about the year 1946. 





THE NEWMAN STORY 
sy Mrs. Norman McRar 


‘The Newmans were born in Harthingdon, Berkshire, England. The 
three brothers, Frank, Bert and Walter, joined the army in England and 
were in the South African War. Frank was with the Lord Strathcona 
Horse. After the war Frank came to Canada and “squatted” on the 
‘northwest side of Hand Hills Lake in 1906. When the country was sur- 
veyed he obtained « homestead. Bert and Walter arrived at their brother 
Frank’s “Lone Star Ranch” on February 26, 1909. Mrs. Bert Newman 
came in April of the same spring, arriving at Bassano. She stayed at 
McLean’s Sheep Ranch a few days while waiting for the ice to go from 
the river, From there they went to Finnigan’s. The men forded the 
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river with the team, but Tom Bond took Mrs. Newman across in a boat 
Lunching at the Ogilvie Ranch, the party arrived at Frank’s late that 
night. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Newman at their “Lone Star Ranch” in the Hand Hills, 1908. 


Fred Finnigan came and built a home for Newmans. The lumber was 
hauled from Gleichen and Bassano, the trip taking five days with team, 
Overnight stopping places were Perey MeBeath’s or A. Peake’s at Dorothy, 
Groceries were brought in twice a year from Bassano, I wonder how 


Royal Mail from Gleichen to Dorothy. Date: February 26, 1909. Temperature: 20 
degrees below. Driver—Jim McCarthy. Bert and Walt Newman, passengers. 
headed for the “Lone Star Ranch.” 
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some of today’s brides would make out ordering enough for six months. 
Dried fruit—prunes, pears, apples, ete—was ordered by the case. The 
ranchers had what they called a “beef ring”, and that’s how everyone 
had a supply of meat. 


Land was getting quite settled by 1910 and there was always plenty 
of company, especially bachelors on Sundays 


Newman’s first plowing was done by Rudolph Shandera with a team 
of oxen and the first wheat erop was hailed out three days before it was 
to be cat. 


Rev. W. Sykes, a Church of England missionary, held services once 
‘a month in the Bert Newman home. Later a house and barn were built 
on Frank Newman’s and services were held there. Five acres in the 
southeast corner were sold to the Church of England. In 1916 Bert 
Newman sold out to Archie Favell and bought the church property. He 
hauled the mail from Blair's to Craigmyle. Later the post office was 
moved to the Bert Newman’s and operated by them for four or five 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Fred Koller stayed at Bert's and opened a general 
Store along side of the post office. In 1920 Mr. and Mrs, Bert Newman 
and family moved into Craigmyle, selling their five acres and building 
to the Kollers. 


fh 


Neaced 


1910-1920 
Lawsonburg Store, Fred Koller, Proprietor, and Lawsonburg Post Office. ad 
eg st retidence, Mis, Bert Newman and. Mrs. Fred Koller in. bugSY, 
Tydston and Ethel by horse 





The Bert Newman family is as follows: Lydston, born on the home- 
stead with Doctor Lawson and Mrs. Beck attending; is married, has two 
children and is an Alberta Wheat Pool agent at Elnora, Alberta. Ethel 
was also born at home, She and her husband Fred Rees reside at Craig- 
myle. They have three sons—John, a dentist at Vietoria, Donnie Jim, 
postmaster at Craigmyle, and Kenneth working in Calgary. Ken is 
married and has two children, He was mayor of Jesper Place at the 
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time of amalgamation with Edmonton. Jennie and her husband, Glen 
Tallman of Abbotsford, British Columbia, have three daughters, Don is 
married and has five children, He is a new car sales manager at General 
Supplies in Calgary. 


‘The Newman brothers are all deceased: Bert in 1923, Frank in 1965, 
and Walter in 1966, Frank's family of four girls and one boy are all 
living in California. Mrs. Bert Newman remarried. She and her husband 
Norman McRae reside in Craigmyle. 


MR. AND MRS. FAVELL and two sons Jack and Archie came to 
this area from Ontario in the year 1916. They bought land from Bert 
Newman. Mr. and Mrs. Favell went to the coast about 1930 and Jack 
went to the States. Archie stayed on the farm until 1937. He worked 
for Mark Lenfesty Sr. for many years besides doing his own farming, 
Archie hauled the mail to and from Craigmyle for a few years. 





MEMORIES OF ANTON ANDERSON IN HAND HILLS 1908 
By ANTON ANDERSON 


My dad moved to Calgary early in 1886 and homesteaded at Shepard 
that year. 


When we kids got old enough to homestead, Father made a few 
trips looking for locations. Finally in 1907 he made a trip west of 
Innisfail somewhere around where Caroline now stands. It was a fine 
winter that year, very little snow there, and grass was good. He thought 
“this looks good” so he rushed back, sent us kids up to Innisfail to 
homestead. Next year we were all ready to move so he thought he had 
better look the situation over before moving, It was a little wet that year 
and this day he was riding through the brush following a little deer trail 
when all of a sudden there was a man’s hat close beside the trail; he 
wondered what this was. He got off his horse, lifted the hat, there was 
a man’s head sticking up. Father asked, “What are you doing down 
there?” The man replied, “For goodness sake get me out of here, there 
is a horse and rig below mel” 


‘The muskeg was terrible in those early days in that district so that 
ended our homesteading there. 


IT had heard a lot of stories about the Hand Hills from Johnny Edie. 
His father, Pete Edie, was appointed manager of the old P. K. ranch on 
the Red Deer River. A little farther down river from Steveville the Prince- 
Kerr Ranching Co. was established in 1885, almost straight north of 
Brooks. They went in with a big bunch of eattle, Mr. Prince thought it 
was short grass country and that along the banks of the Red Deer River 
would be good shelter. They would not have to put up very much hay 
for feed, only possibly for the late calves. It worked okay for a few years 
but the hard winter of 1906 was very bad. They lost almost all their 
cattle, about one thousand head. The P. K. then went into Montana and 
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brought in six hundred head of horses. They wintered better and during 
the First World War they sold light horses to the Canadian and also 
the American governments. 


Pete Edie passed away and Johnny took over. He rode along with 
other big outfits along the Red Deer River. Ogilvie Ranch, Happy Jack, 
George Campbell, Walter Peake, and others on their roundups all through 
the Hand Hills, he told me many stories about the Hand Hills. There 
was also a neighbor of ours who lived very close to us in Calgary who 
was out hunting wolves in the Hand Hills in the early ’80s, Joe LaRaunde, 
fa halfbreed who had an accident with a muzzle loading gun and shot off 
his hand. 


Johnny Edie retired quite a few years ago and lived in Brooks. He 
passed away seven or eight years ago and the people in Brooks gave him 
f real cowboy funeral, They put the remains in a Red River cart leading 
a saddle horse behind with cow boots tied to the stirrups in reverse. 


Joe Bourne, a neighbor of ours at Shepard, a veteran of the South 
African War, had met Trooper Newman in the army and after that war 
Mr, Newman squatted on a piece of land in the Hand Hills about a mile 
west of the north end of Hand Hills Lake. He found a good spring and 
about the year 1907 the Hand Hills country was surveyed and Trooper 
Newman got the east half of Section 22, Township 29, Range 16 west of 
the 4th meridian. Joe Bourne went up there to his place before the survey 
and in the year 1908 Mr. Bourne, along with Mat Brown from Shepard, 
decided to go to the Hand Hills to look for a location to file his South 
‘African Script. He asked my dad to go along. Father told me he had been 
away so many times looking for homesteads, so he told us kids to go 
‘along. I think that was in the month of June. We gathered together our 
democrat, Joe had a team with a camp outlit, we had a saddle horse 
each, and then we started out, We left about ten o'clock in the morning 
‘and got as far as the General Strange Ranch on the Bow River, six or 
seven miles below where Carscland is now. The next day we arrived at 
Dorothy on the Red Deer River, camped all night there and next day 
arrived at ‘Trooper Newman's carly in the afternoon. Percy McBeath 
was then on the ferry at Dorothy. That afternoon alter we got our camp 
up I took a short ride east, down to the Lake. It was really hot and I 
laid down on my tummy to get a drink, Oh boy, I was so thirty! The soda 
wwas so strong that I suffered for a whole day afterwards. 





‘The next day, Sunday, Joe and I took a ride out west to look at 
the country. We landed up at Jack DuBois’ place, then about one mile 
southwest of where the Blair School was. We rode into the yard when 
three cowboys met us, each with a gun on each hip. Goodness sakes, 
we wondered. What had we done! Just then Mr. DuBois saw us from 
the house. He came running out and asked us to put our horses in the 
barn and come to the house for dinner. We spent a very pleasant two 
hours with Mr. and Mrs, DuBois. Later that year Mr. DuBois was arrested 
for cattle stealing and was sentenced to prison for five years. He served 
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about a year and a half and was released after we all signed a petition. 
The real culprit got his. It cost him a good many dollars for Jack DuBois 
to keep his mouth shut. We stayed in the Hills about a week, then 
travelled north through a district which was not yet surveyed. We struck 
that heavy gumbo land with cracks in the ground two inches wide. 

‘The government opened up the Hand Hills for homesteading about 
September first, 1908. You could also at that time locate your pre-emption 
which had to join your homestead or across the road. The Dominion 
Land Office was then located in the old post office building on Eighth 
Avenue and First Street East, Calgary. The first day applicants were 
lined all the way across the street on the west side of the building and 
half the length of the block. There were no automobiles in those days, 
thank goodness! Some of the men had friends bring grub so as not to 
lose their places. Some even had their beds on the sidewalk. The second 
night one man got up and said, “It’s no use to stay up here all night, let's 
take numbers, go home to bed and come back to our places in the morning” 
He was located about the middle of the line. We did just that. We came 
back next morning to find a brand new crowd with our man who had 
suggested the idea with his hand on the doorknob. However, we finally 
got through. That fall we noticed a big prairie fire in the northeast and 
wondered if the fire was in the Hand Hills, Sure enough it was, we 
found that out the next year when we moved in 

We moved into the Hand Hills about the middle of June, 1909, 
stopped in Gleichen and bought a mowing machine and rake from Mr. 
A. J. Campbell, who had an implement business there at that time. By 
the way this was my wife Cora’s father. We got to the Hand Hills on 
about the fourth day which was about one hundred and thirty-five miles 
from home. Father stayed a day or two then left for Shepard. We started 
in right away to put up hay. The big prairie fire I spoke of the year before 
just skirted Harry’s homestead. The hay was good and we got up two 
hundred ton in a little over a month, besides enough for Mr. Edwin Beck. 
He had forty or fifty ton on his place. 

When haying was finished we went to the west side of the hills 
and cut poles for corrals, and posts for fencing. 


‘The mosquitoes were really bad that year. One day I had a whole 
cloud of them over my head.They followed me into the brush and lost 
me. They lit on a branch over my head and by golly they broke the 
bally branch! Then around the middle of August we left for home to 
help Pa with the harvest. It was a good year and we cleaned up the 
harvest in record time. We then gathered the cattle and a lew good 
horses to take to the homestead. It was quite a long trip for the cattle, 
which took us about a week or ten days. Father stayed with us for abou 
a week. One day he took a saddle horse and rode over east of the hill 
across the Bull Pound. Here he met two travellers taking notes and sizing 
up the country for the federal government. They showed him a kettle 
they had picked up along an old trail through the middle of Sullivan Lake 
marked “H.B.C. 1856”, 
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We carried on with building then and preparing for winter. We 
had sheds built and a good shack. The winter started in a little early that 
year so we had to wean calves earlier than usual. ‘There were a few bad 
blizzards and a week before Christmas we had the worst blizzard I ever saw. 


There were a lot of people in Shepard who knew we had been in the 
Hand Hills looking for land and we gave them information. We located 
six or seven Shepard people for homesteads. They included the three 
Lenfesty boys, Sterrie, Mark and Day; Bill Whiting, Doctor Lawson, Fay 
Blanchard, Richmond Wigmore, Harold Ness, Mr, Edwin Beck and Bill 
Clark. These men had never seen their homesteads until they landed 
in the Hills, Every one of them got better land than we did simply 
because the corner mounds were placed in the opposite corner than we 
had in Shepard. 


A few weeks before Christmas Mother sent us two big boxes of 
Christmas eats, a big turkey, fruit cake and other things. We invited all 
these people from Shepard for Christmas dinner. They all came and 
stayed for two days and cleaned up all our grub, but we sure enjoyed 
it all. They all appreciated the Christmas dinner. 





We carried on farming through good years and bad. My homestead 
was the west half of 19-29-16 about one and a half miles west of Harry 
and Martin. As soon as we had performed our homestead duties we 
moved in together. 





Anderson Brothers’ Farming Outfit, 1914 


‘The first post office in the Hand Hills was the Hand Hills store on 
Bob Congdon’s place—Section 4, Township 30 and north of us. Mathias 
and McBrine put in groceries, and Bob sure had a busy time for two 
years or more until the C.N.R. went through Delia, Graigmyle and Hanna. 
Tt was then the only store in the country. People came for miles for 
supplies, some away east of Hanna forty or filty miles. Percy McBeath 
brought in the mail twice a week and the Hand Hills Store was a great 
place to gather. It was sure funny to hear some of those guys telling their 
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experiences. About 1912 or 1913 the store closed after the railroad got in. 
‘Then we had to get another post office. George Morrison took it on for 
a few years. He was one mile west of the Hand Hills Store. Then after 
that disappeared Doctor Lawson got to be a busy man attending the 
sick all over the country for miles. He gave up the post office after a 
few years and Mrs. Blair took it on for awhile. Then later Jock Henderson 
took it on. He then lived on the old Trooper Newman place, the first 
location in the Hand Hills, 

‘The CNR. or Goose Lake line came through in 1911 or 1912. 
Delia, Craigmyle and Hanna were established that year. I attended the 
celebration in Hanna in 1912. Hand Hills Municipality was organized 
that year. Jack Miller was the first councillor for our district. Jack carried 
oon for five or six years and then I was elected councillor for our division. 





Left to right: George Gurr, Ernie Ernst, Lester Flett, Tom McBeth, Harry Anderson, 
Aton Anderson wiih “Karin Imported 4096" property ‘of Hand Hills Percheron 
jorse Co. 





In 1917 T volunteered with the army, went to Russia, and was home 
again in 1919. 

In 1921 I drove Colonel Eaton all over the country electioneering, 
he was a candidate for the federal parliament. I met with a serious 
accident in 1923, I got caught with a twelve horse team in a disk harrow 
and was laid up for two and a half years. All this time the Hand Hills 
Council extended my term with the council and when I became partly 
back to normal they placed me in charge of assessing the municipality 
(thirteen hundred quarter sections). I worked at it all summer and part 
of 1925. 
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After the year 1925 I more or less left the Hand Hills and only 
attended a few of the Stampedes, 


Eprror’s Nore: Anton Anderson's father also took up a half section 
of land in Lawsonburg. No other information was received except that 
he did not stay very long. The depression of the dugout which he made 
is still visible. 


THE KARL BUND STORY 
ny Kant Bunp Sa, 


Both Mrs. Bund and I were born in Austria, I in 1898. We were 
married and hed one child, Karl Jr., when I decided to go to Canada. 
On the boat I met Fred Gates of Craigmyle. He told me about this part 
of the country. I stopped at St. Albert and worked there for three months 
before I came to the Craigmyle district. I worked for Chris Teske for 
two summers. Mrs. Bund came from the Old Country and joined me 
there. Karl Jr. was left in Austria with his grandmother. 


In the fall of 1928 we bought a quarter of land from Henry G. Smith 
Shortly after we bought Anton Anderson's farm. I farmed with horses 
until 1936. The same year our son came to Canada to us. We farmed 
with tractors then and I owned and operated a threshing outfit from 
1934 until the Second World War. 


Karl Jr. joined the army during World War IL. 


In the winter of 1949 to 1950 he went overseas for a visit. He met 
his wife-to-be there, She came out the following summer and they were 
married. 


Mrs. Bund and I spent the winter of 1950 to 1951 in Austria. There 
were many battle scars, otherwise not much change. 


Our son Karl lives nearby with his wife Maria Josephine and their 
four girls, Annie, Hilda, Mona and Rosemary 


Mrs, Bund would like us to retire and move to town but I plan to 
farm as long as I am able. Farming is in my blood. 


BILL WHITING 


Mr. Whiting came from Ireland to Canada as @ baby and to the 
Shepard district in 1907. While there he operated a general store, Upon 
heating about homesteading in the Hand Hills area he decided to try it. 
He came in about 1908 or 1909. 


When the post office was extended from Congdon’s to this area, 
Mr, Whiting named it Lawsonburg, in honor of Doctor Lawson, M.D., 
who was a close neighbor, Mr. Whiting was the first postmaster in Lawson- 
burg and first Justice of the Peace for this area. 
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It has been said that Mr. Whiting invented the “cash railway” and 
had one at his home in the Hand Hills. Anyone who had the opportunity 
to see one in operation in one of the larger department stores will remem- 
ber the “cash railway” ran in all directions and around comers, whereas 
the one Mr. Whiting had would only go in a straight line. 


Mr. Whiting sold to John Adams in 1919 and moved to Cortez Island, 
British Columbia, where he passed away in 1929, and where his widow 
still resides. 


THE DAY STORY 
sy Berry Brain CLappison 


Mr. Chester Day homesteaded in the Hand Hills in 1909, being a 
Boer War Veteran he was granted a half section of land by South 
African Script. 


Mr. Day and the former Miss Mary Agnes McKay were married in 
Hanna in 1910, Miss McKay had just recently arrived from Australia 
and was the step-daughter of “Dad” Wallace. The Wallace place was 
later taken over by Mr. John Bell. Two sons were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Day in the Hand Hills, James Chester and John Reid. When war 
broke out in 1914 Mr. Day enlisted with the 49th Battalion. After being 
wounded he returned in 1916 but sold out and moved to East Poplar 








“Horsing” Around—1910. Left to right: Anton Anderson, Mrs. Ches. Day, Mr. 


Patton, Dora Beck, Hilda Beck, Mrs. Patton, Chester Day, Harry Anderson (sitting). 
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River, Saskatchewan, where he farmed and raised live stock for a time; 
his cattle brand being the “Fish Brand” copied from a Salt Herring box 
seeing that Mr. Day had originally come from the coast. 


Mr. and Mrs. Day were blessed with six more children as the years 
went by, eight in all, five boys and three girls, all of whom are still 
living in various parts of the Dominion, There are thirty-three grand- 
children and twelve great-grandchildren, 





In later years the Days lived at Calling Lake, north of Athabasca, 
where I believe they operated a small. store 


While in East Poplar River Mr. Day also held the position as customs 
officer at the border post. 


Mr. Day was indeed a very colorful pioncer of the Old West and 
a very good neighbor, but unfortunately I do not have sufficient data 
to write his story. 


JOHN ADAMS 
by Mr. aND Mrs. James Lawrence 


Coming from Olympia, Washington, Mr. and Mrs. John Adams 
and five children arrived at Craigmyle, August 14, 1914, with two carloads 
of stock and furniture, They moved out onto the Chester Day homestead 
which they hed purchased, Winter started early that year. There was 
a heavy snowstorm about October tenth, With six months of severe cold 
a lot of cattle died due to not being acclimatized. 


‘There was only a small house on the farm so an addition was built 
on to it. 


‘The two youngest children, Fay and Thetis, rode horseback to Blair 
School. 


Pearl, the eldest, was married before the family came out. She and 
her husband James accompanied the family. (See James Lawrence Story.) 


Blanche taught school five miles north of Craigmyle, In 1918 she 
married Ernie White who passed away in 1925 from pneumonia, Blanche 
then worked in the bank at Craigmyle and in 1926 moved to California 
where she resides, 


‘Thetis is a Wheat Pool Agent at Stettler. 
Herschel stayed on the farm for only a few years. He moved to 
Olympia, Washington, where he made his home until his death in 1957, 


‘The Adams’ lived and farmed in the Hills until 1938. They moved to 
Craigmyle and lived there for fourteen years, then they moved to East 
Coulee. Mr. Adams passed away in May of 1956 at the age of eighty-three, 
and Mrs. Adams in November, 1966, aged ninety-two years. 
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THE HENRY BLAIR STORY 
py Cora Bian 


Henry was born in Ontario. He and his family moved west and 
finally settled near Melfort, Saskatchewan, where they lived for some 
time. Then they moved west and lived on a farm six miles north of 
Craigmyle, I was born in Yorkton, Saskatchewan, moved further north 
and farmed in the Canora district. 


In 1925 I came to Alberta and taught the Orlando School in the 
Craigmyle area for two years and the Surprise School for another two 
years. Henry and I were married in 1928 and bought the Morrow farm 
near Craigmyle where we lived for ten years, In 1938 we moved to Mr. 
John Adams’ farm in the Hand Hills and spent two summers and one 
winter there. 


‘The happiest days of my life were spent in the Hand Hills even 
though I did not get out and mingle with the neighbors. This seemed 
impossible as we had no car and we were very busy. We now had four 
boys—Bobbie, Kenneth, Archie and Jim. My only outing was the Hand 
Hills Stampede when neighbors kindly took us there. One thing I 
remember was the friendliness of the people and I would like to have 
had more opportunity to know them. 


In the fall of 1940 we bought an irrigation farm six miles from Picture 
Butte, Alberta, and there we lived for twenty-five years. We grew sugar 
beets the first few years we were there. Later, on account of sickness, we 
had to discontinue the sugar beets and grow only grain, 


Henry's health began to fail and the last few years he was only able 
to work part time. He passed away in June of 1963. Jim and I stayed 
on the farm for two years, then sold out and moved to Picture Butte. 


MR. AND MRS. BOB SLOAN came from north of Delia with three 
of their children and rented John Adams’ farm. This was shortly after 
the Blairs left. They only stayed three or four years but made many new 
friends while they were here. From here they moved to a farm west of 
Hanna. It was nice to meet the Sloans on the street as they were always 
anxious and happy to visit awhile. Mr. Sloan passed away in Calgary a 
few years ago. Mrs. Sloan still resides in Calgary. 


LEONARD MOENCH then purchased the Adams’ farm, Late in 
1945 Eddie and Annie Moench, newlyweds, moved onto the place, They, 
too, only stayed four or five years, After that they moved onto the Milligan 
farm. The house was vacant for several years until Wilfred and Hughina 
Moench came in 1956, They had one child then—Kim. Since then they 
have made many improvements—a new barn was moved in, and also a 
big house. They have also had additions to the family. Dale, Robin, Darry, 
Shannon, and Shane. Six boys—what a lovely family! 
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THE LENFESTY STORY 
BY MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY 


William “Grandpa” Lenfesty was born in Perer District, Gaspé 
Peninsula, January I], 1853, being the second youngest of a family of 
cight. His parents came to eastern Canada from the Orkney Islands. 
Leaving home when he was only cleven years he got a job carrying nitro- 
glycerine, He said the man who showed him how to handle it accidentally 
bumped a tiny container on a rock and lost his hand. Grandpa said, “I 
sure knew then that I had to be very careful with the stuff.” 





Although he was a stonceutter by trade, “Grandpa” worked at quite 
‘a number of jobs. On one of his trips as a driver of a food wagon carrying 
flour, salt, beans and pork in the Riel Rebellion, he had his first encounter 
with the Indians. He said, “The Indians had always been friendly before, 
but this time they were very hostile. I felt a ping in the forehead and 
there was an arrow sticking in my brow”. The scar remained with him 
as long as he lived. 


He was married to Annie Young at Chalk River and later moved to 
North Bay, Ontario, where he worked in a sawmill at Bonnfield. He then 
got a job on the Grand ‘Trunk Railway where he learned to operate a 
steam shovel and later joined the C.P.R. as a steam shovel operator. He 
operated the steam shovel for twenty-five years. 


Coming west with the railroad in 1902 he took up a homestead at 
Shepard, bringing his wife and five of his seven children. These were 
Sterrie, Mark, Day, Elsie and Stella, In 1908 the three sons came to the 
Hand Hills to look for homesteads. Sterrie and Mark took up a quarter 
section each and later a pre-emption each. While proving up their home- 
steads they worked out, grading in the Spillimacheen Valley, British 
Columbia, the Bassano Dam, and on the Grand Trunk Railway in 
Saskatchewan. 





“Grandpa” got a homestead in 1909 and Day the following year, 
although still under age, In 1910 “Grandpa”, “Grandma” and the two 
girls came out to the Hand Hills. Stella and her mother and dad rode 
on the rack loaded with furniture and personal effects and drawn by four 
horses. Elsie and Day rode horses all the way herding several head of 
horses and cattle. The journey lasted about a week. They forded the 
river at Dorothy, camping overnight on the south of Fish Lake. 
Dead fish were piled around the shore and the stench will never be 
forgotten. The trip from there to Sterrie’s homestead lasted the whole day 
‘on account of rain, The trails were very bad. 





The family lived in Sterrie’s sod shack until after the big prairie 
fire in 1911. Only one big haystack was saved by backfiring. The sod 
shack began to leak very badly so a frame house was built. Later a 
house and barn were built by Witty brothers on Mark's homestead and 
the entire family lived in it and operated as Lenfesty Brothers. The house 
and barn are still standing. 
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Four Generations, 1942—"Grandpa” Lenfesty, Sterrie Lenfesty, 
Irene Lenfesty holding Herma Lenfesty 


Grandpa and the three boys were kept busy with their farming. The 
girls were given the responsibility of tending to the livestock and other 
farm chores. One of the hardest was pumping water by hand, The girls 
rode to Blair School and both rode in the races at many stampedes. 


STERRIE HUNT LENFESTY was born near Detroit, Michigan, 
in1886. He was the oldest of the five children that came west. 
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On a business trip to Winnipeg in 1918 he met and married Dulcie 
Ringrose. They moved back to this area and lived on the MeAllister- 
Thomson quarter which was purchased by the Lenfesty Brothers. In 
1927 the house was moved down to Sterric’s homestead. Twenty head of 
horses were used to pull it. Due to health reasons most of the farming 
was done with the help of hired men until the boys were old enough to 
do it, 


“Grandpa” lived with Sterrie and family for the last few years of 
his life. Although his body was feeble and tired from a long life of hard 
work, his mind and temper were sharp as a whistle. He passed away at 
the age of ninety years. “Grandma” Lenfesty predeceased him in 1914. 


Sterrie’s family is as follows; Raymond, the eldest, had his heart 
set on ranching. He struck out for cattle country in British Columbia 
and worked for the Douglas Lake Cattle Company and went from there 
to a sawmill. He, his wife Barbara and daughter Lillian, live in Merrit, 
British Columbia, where Raymond is foreman of the Nicola Lake Sawmill. 





Irene is married and has two children, She also has two grand- 
children, and lives in Edmonton. 


Douglas has taken over the home farm. He is married and has two 
children, Wayne and Corrine. 

Sterrie Lenfesty was killed in a traffic accident in Manitoba in 
1949, Mrs. Lenfesty lives with her daughter in Edmonton. 

STELLA LENFESTY, better known as “Babe” because she was the 
youngest of the family, was born in the year 1900 at North Bay, Ontario, 
She remembers the trip from Shepard to the Hand Hills, the sod house 
and the prairie fire. 





On a trip to Winnipeg she met Laurence Joseph Ringrose and they 
were married in 1919. In 1920 they came to the Hand Hills, bought 
“Grandpa” Lenlesty’s pre-emption and settled there. Laurence, being 
a carpenter by trade, built many buildings and dwellings in the district. 
He also played the violin having taken lessons in England, 


All the farming was done by horses. Babe and the three girls rode 
everywhere. In fact Babe will still go for a ride if given a chance. 


‘Three girls were born to this marriage: Muriel, (Mirs, Frank Charney), 
widowed, has two children, two grandchildren and lives in Vancouver; 
Agnes, (Mrs. Don Noitell), has two children and is residing in Calgary; 
Ella, (Mrs. Lloyd Bixby), has three children, four grandchildren and lives 
in Drumheller. 


Due to ill health Mr. and Mrs. Ringrose sold their farm to Douglas 
Lenfesty and moved to Newcastle in 1959. They have learned to cope 
with city life but their hearts will always be with the Hand Hills, 


ELSIE LENFESTY married next—see Martin Story. 
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ROY “DAY” LENFESTY was born at North Bay, Ontario, in 
1894, He attended school at Shepard. After leaving school he worked for 
his father on the farm and later hauled hay for Pat Burns. In 1909 he 
went to work with his brothers at Bassano. After proving up his home- 
stead in 1910 he went to work at the Horse Track Ranch riding in the 
spring and fall and putting up hay in the summer. In the winter he 
hauled feed to the cattle and horses 

Day was one of the participants at the first stampede at Miller’s 


Ranch in 1917. Entering for quite a number of years he won some of 
the prizes for riding bucking horses and steers. 


One of the original shareholders and board members of the Hand 
Hills Club House, he also helped to form the Lawsonburg School District 
and acted as trustee, He was also a road foreman for a number of years 





The Day Lenfesty Family—1942 


Day and Madge Preston were married in 1928, They had four 
children: Billy, Joan, Mark and Roy. Billy and Roy predeceased their 
father. Joan married Don Jones. They have five children and live at 
Strathmore, Alberta. Mark Jr. remains on his father’s farm with his 
wife, Rosanna, and their five children. 


Day was a good supporter of sports, school and Club House activities 
until ill health prevented him from doing so. His demise came on April 
29, 1958, after a short illness. Madge lives with her son Mark and family. 


To complete this story, one must mention Freddie Preston, a hired 
man who has been with the Day Lenfestys since June Ist, 1949. A very 
good man with cattle and horses, Fred is always ready, able and willing 
to do his share of work, anywhere and anytime. He is always ready to 
listen to a good tall tale and always prepared to dish one out in return. 
(The Preston Story can be found in the Hand Hills Lake District.) 
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Mark Lenfesty and his Minneapolis Steam Engine 


MARK LENI (SR.), born at North Bay, Ontario, in 1889, 
came west in 1902 and homesteaded in 1908. After the mother passed 
away and Sterrie, Babe, Elsie and Day married and moved out on their 
own places, Mark was left alone and remained single, He was free to 
come and go as he pleased. Sometimes he lived with Day and his family, 
and other times he batched. 





But he farmed his own land until ill health prevented it, He then 
farmed with the help of hired hands and finally had to rent it out. Mark 
is one of the very few who still owns his homestead. He makes his home 
with his nephew, Mark Jr., and family. 


A TRIP TO THE HAND HILLS—1908 


On October 9, 1908, we camped at the north side of Knee Hill Creek, 
near Carbon. That evening we had two visitors—a Jack Morgan whose 
aim was to travel with us and the other who invited us to the Grand Ball 
in the big new barn on Carbon’s Main Street, Frank bought a pair of 
“Faultless” overalls and Billy and I had the nerve to attend dressed as 
we were. There were many charming faces at the dance which we will 
long remember—two lovely ladies in particular for Billy and me. 





Next day we travelled to Sam Wigmore’s Ferry. Here we experienced 
our first ferry crossing. The climb up the east bank of the Red Deer 
River was the hardest we had ever experienced. Qur “Rex” horse became 
winded and started backing down with mate in the same motion, Robert 
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and I put our shoulder to the rear wheel and saved the wagon from 
going down a one hundred and fifty foot ravine. We unhitched the other 
team and by coupling up the two teams we eventually reached the top. 
Here burnt out prairie greeted us for twenty miles. 


‘That night we stopped with an English family (Marsdens) who had 
just arrived from Yorkshire. The mother was a widow with eight sons 
and one young daughter. The sons and mother all had homesteads. The 
mother and daughter were awfully homesick here on the lonely prairie, 
longing for their home of luxury and comfort in England, Robert. and I 
spent @ very enjoyable evening at their home and they sang Old Country 
songs. It was like a night in London. 


In the morning we had to drive to Mr. Savage’s ranch—a distance of 
four miles—to water our horses. We met him on the trail and he gave 
us much encouragement about the land south and east of Parslow’s and 
Hamilton’s lease. After watering our horses and lunching we drove on 
to the Hand Hills and what a wonderful change from burnt prairie. Here 
the hills were raised up about four hundred to five hundred feet above 
the level of surrounding land with springs and brooks running every which 
way. Trees were plentiful and cattle and horses were grazing here and 
there to give the woods a little life. 








That evening we camped on the west side of the Hand Hills at 
Mr. DuBois’ Ranch which was seven miles southwest of the Hand Hills 
Store. Here Billy had such a good rest we had to call him twice. Mrs. 
DuBois gave us lots of good milk and we breakfasted on oatmeal porridge 
and currant bread. Here our outfit split and we—Billy, Robert and I—went 
down the east side of the Hand Hills to McGowan’s Ranch. Mrs. Me 
Gowan, a mountaineering woman who had ridden the range in two 
countries, told us that “greener pastures over the hill” applied truly to 
persons seeking land. She herself had been told about the Great Peace 
River but preferred the beautiful Hand Hills, She persuaded us to turn 
back west to Calgary again. We took the trail to Bill Ogilvie’s Ranch 
and lunched with them and then on to the south end of Fish Lake and 
passed Hamilton’s and Parslow’s Ranch. That night, October 14, 1908, 
we camped with a Mr, and Mrs. Kelly, a most kind and generous co 
who welcomed us to their barn, parlor, kitchen and pantry. A terrific 
wind came up and we could see a terrible fire raging on the south 
of the Red Deer River. 











Eight o'clock the next morning we left the kindly Kellys. On our 
westerly trail Billy shot two prairie chicken and a badger. The morning 
became cloudy, foggy and almost a rain and somehow we missed our 
crossing. At last we followed a trail leading to a spring deep in the hills. 
It was misty dusk and I told the boys only the “Lord knew where we 
were". We camped and to make matters more dismal the coyotes started 
to howl. We managed to get a big bonfire going and cooked our prairie 
chicken and some boiled potatoes. Billy skinned his badger and Robert 
told us that when the coyotes howled there were no Indians about— 
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Myself, I would have been pleased to have seen a Dusky Red Skin if he 
could have told us which way was west. We went to bed hoping for a 
sunshiny day, Morning came and more fog and mist. Each thought north a 
different way. I wandered about, crossed the bog, climbed a miniature 
mountain, saw a shack in the distance but when I arrived it was vacated. 
Disappointed, I wandered back—there waving their caps, shouting and 
jumping, were Billy and Robert. I thought they had good news about 
directions—but they were glad to see me because they thought I had lost 
myself on the prairie on top of the hills, I gave my sad report and sat 
down on the wagon tongue and pulled my socks off and wrung the prairie 
dew out of them, I could have shed equally as many tears only the 
thoughts of the laughter of the boys saved me, We lunched briefly and 
started on the trail drifting much like cattle before a blizzard. I dozed 
off and then awakened and thought I was talking in my sleep. A stuttering 
man (George Wickenden) was trying to give Robert the directions to 
Calgary. We eventually understood that in @ few miles, alter going 
down a gap similar to the Kicking Horse Pass we would again be at 
the Red Deer River where a ferry would take us across—the present site 
of the Cambrian Bridge. Needless to say we thanked him for this good 
news. 

The “I” in this true story was Ezra Sands, who retumed with his 


wife Euda in 1911, to live where “Only the Lord Knew Where We Were” 
till April, 1947, when he passed away. 


NORMAN ILSLEY 


Norman Isley, @ bachelor, came from Nova Scotia and homesteaded 
in this area. He proved up on it, as required, and moved to Edmonton 
but let his taxes go in arrears and consequently his land was up for sale. 
Alf Keay took possession of it through proper means, 


A. C, KEAY 
ay A.C. Keay 





‘Thinking brings back many incidents and experiences of my sixty- 
three years in Canada, most of them here in the Hand Hills 


‘Times were hard at home in Scotland in 1903. My older brother Jim 
decided to go to Canada, “the land of opportunity”, and so he left our 
home in Lockee, Scotland, and set sail for Canada. 


In 1905 Jim sent for me and although I was not quite sixteen I left 
Scotland and joined him. He was working on a farm near Wawanesa, 
Manitoba, then, We joined a survey party at Swift Current in 1907. We 
also took out a homestead eighty or ninety miles north of Swift Current. 
We did not prove up on it as we did not stay three years, so we abandoned 
it 

We followed the survey party into Alberta. I remember driving up 
from Gleichen with a wagon, a team of cayuses and a saddle horse. We 
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crossed the government ferry at Dorothy and drove towards Peake’s Ranch. 
‘The land had been surveyed into townships previously and we were to 
mark off the sections, We drove to Peake’s and asked where the township 
pins were located, 


As we surveyed towards Mark Montgomery's, I remember him 
standing and watching uneasily. It looked as though the survey line 
would go right through the middle of his house. He breathed a sigh of 
relief as the line missed his house by just about six feet 


‘The party camped at Fish Lake that night. As we came over the 
hill where the bridge is now, the saskatoons were hanging in bunches like 
grapes. I can still remember how tasty and refreshing they were. 





Our party surveyed ranges fourteen and fifteen and quit about ten 
miles southwest of Hanna. One hole about two feet square and from 
eighteen to twenty-four inches deep was dug in each corer of a section. 
‘This was marked by an iron stake two feet long, driven one and one-half 
feet into the ground. On this stake were engraved the numbers of the 
township, section, range and meridian, Many of these markers can still 
be found today, especially on unbroken grass land, 


While surveying out on the Bull Pound flat, the ground was so 
hard that it took half a day to dig one hole, using spade and pick. I acted 
as a picket man and walked ahead with a flag. When we came to a 
slough I usually walked around it. One day the boss said, “Say Scotty, 
we can’t waste time going around all those sloughs. You'll just have to 
go through them”. After that I waded across the sloughs. If the water 
got too deep I had no trouble, I was a good swimmer. One time the 
boss was out in front and we were coming to a big slough. I watched and 
thought to myself, “I wonder what the boss will do?” He stopped, looked 
it over—and walked around, 


We surveyed east of the Hand Hills Lake. I remember coming up 
through the Benedict Gap, down through the valley and past where Elmer 
School is now. It was a beautiful clear day and it looked so nice with the 
lake and the hills. 


One night we were camped about ten miles from Gleichen. A 
rancher on his way to Gleichen noticed our fire and came over to introduce 
himself. He was George Gowan. He invited us to stop in at his place 
if we were ever near his ranch. Several weeks later he again visited our 
camp to see how we were getting along. He happened to mention that 
he would be needing extra help for haying. If any of us needed a job after 
surveying was done he could sure use us, We asked how much he was 

aying. “Thirty dollars 2 month.” As we were now only receiving twenty- 
five we decided to ask the boss for a raise. He got quite angry at the 
suggestion so we quit and went to work for George, or, as he was nick- 
named, “Shirt-Tail Lucy”, This name came about when George was 
working as a rider for Hyde’s Tree Foil Ranch. One day he was riding 
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by a herd of two or three hundred head of horses. The stallion of the 
herd chased him and managed to grab George by the back of the shirt, 
nearly tearing it off his back. Hence the name “Shirt-Tail Lucy”. 


While I worked for Gowan I used to ride the couple of miles up 
to George Black’s to get my hair cut. One time after cutting my hair he 
said, “Now, Alf, you can cut mine”. I replied, “I’ve never cut anyone's 
hair in my life”, but George said, “Well, you'll never learn any younger”. 
I've given quite few haireuts since that day. 


‘The ranchers used to haul their supplies from Gleichen and Bassano, 
and then from Stettler, They hauled a six-month supply at a time with 
fa wagon and a two- of four-horse team. I was on the first trip to Stettler 
for the Gowan Ranch. We went with two wagons, one bringing back 
a load of oats. I recall meeting Tommy Chapman. He wes the cook on 
‘a round-up wagon. I also met Bob Congdon there. 


Jim and I filed on adjoining homesteads in 1908. My homestead is 
now the site of the new Elmer School. 


Bob Congdon started up a store and a post office about that time. 
It was a branch of a Stettler firm by the name of Mathias and McBride. 
Bob used to send Mrs. Congdon down to get me whenever he needed 
extra help at the store, He had quite a business as people came forty and 
fifty miles for supplies. 


One day Jim and I were talking to “Trooper” Newman and he 
mentioned he was thinking of selling out. “I would sure like to see you 
two boys buy it. If you can dig up a thousand dollars as a down payment, 
it’s yours’, he said. Somehow we managed to come up with the money, 
and, for about twenty-one hundred dollars we became owners of the half 
section of land and all the buildings. That is quite a difference compared 
to today’s prices. 


Leaving John Henderson to look after things, Jim and I went to 
Calgary and enlisted in the army in January, 1915. We were assigned 
to the twenty-seventh battalion. It was in the fighting in France that 
Jim was killed. 1 was wounded in the battle of Vimy Ridge, near the 
ouitskirts of the little village of Lens on what was called “Hill Seventy”. 
My wounds were on my face and hand, and after being hospitalized in 
France I was sent back to England and home. Arriving home in January 
of 1919, I remember the community had started to build the Hand Hills 
Club House. 


My mother, sister Betsy and brother John came out to join me in 
1921, In 1928 I sent to Scotland for my wife-to-be. I met her at Montreal, 
where we were married, When she landed on Canadian soil and saw and 
heard all the Frenchmen, everything looked so foreign to her, she would 
have willingly gotten on the boat and headed back to Scotland. 


In 1929 on a bitterly cold day in December when it was about thirty- 
five below, the first of our family decided it was time to arrive. Dora 
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Melean was sent for and also Doctor Hix’ from Craigmyle, Mrs. McLean 
made it in time but the doctor didn’t. By the time he came, much to 
everyone's surprise, not one, but two baby girls hed arrived. Unfortunately 
the baby we named Dora was not strong enough to survive more than 
a few days 





Silver Fox at Alf Keay's. 





The only Fox farm in the Hand Hills 


About 1934 I went into partnership with W. R. Sandercock in the 
business of raising silver fox. It was, I believe, the only fox farm in the 
Hand Hills. It was lots of work. The foxes had to be fed morning and 
evening with ground horse meat, special fox meat and biscuits, In the 
fall all except the breeding stock had to be killed, skinned, pelts stretched, 
scraped and sold. Many of them became favorites and it was very hard 
to part with them. The vixen had six or seven pups each in the spring 
of the year. If, when the pups were young, they were disturbed by 
strangers or something else, they were liable to turn on the pups and 
eat them, 





Tentered some of the best foxes in the Royal Winter Fair at Toronto 
‘The first year we won a second ribbon and the second year we entered, 
took a first ribbon. 


When World War II broke out I joined the Veterans’ Guard in 
August and had until March to dispose of the foxes, Most of the fox 
pens were sold to neighbors and at some farms around you can still see 
these pens being used for chickens. 


At one time I had over one hundred foxes, 


I was in the Veterans’ Guard for two years and eleven months. I 
guarded German prisoners-of-war at Medicine Hat, Lethbridge and 
several points in British Columbia. 


330 




















an 


ely 
an 


the 
he 


he 
ed, 
urd 
ng 


nd 


We—Betsy, John, Ma, the children and I—moved to Hanna in 
1950 where we still make our home. John passed away in 1953. 


Our daughter, Jean, married Jack McDonald and lives on the Tom 
Clark homestead. They have two daughters, Linda and Lyla, and two 
sons, Larry and Dean. Our son James is a gasfitter and plumber and 
has a wide-ranging business in the Hanna district. He has installed 
waterworks in a large number of homes in the Hand Hills where he 
gets a lot of satisfaction of working-among people with whom he was 
raised. The youngest daughter, Irene, is married to Al Atkinson and 
they live in Hanna with their two young daughters, Lorie and Debbie. 


‘And so we can look back on a life of happy memories and most of 
them in the Hand Hills. 


JOCK HENDERSON 


Jock Henderson left Scotland in May of 1912, arrived at Bassano 
and then Dorothy. He caught a ride with the mail carrier from Dorothy 
to George Morrison’s Post Office, where Alf Keay met him with a team 
and wagon and drove him to his homestead. Jock stayed with the Keay’s 
‘over winter and in the spring of 1913 went woking for Jim Kinninmonth 
for three months. His wages were twenty dollars a month. 


‘One day when Jock happened to be alone, two riders passed through 
with a bunch of horses. Thinking nothing of it Jock let the incident pass 
‘The next day two Mounties arrived looking for the horsemen; and on 
the following day, the Mounties returned, along with them were the two 
hhorsemen—as prisoners. It seems they were rustlers. ‘The R.C.M.P, came 
around three or four times that year—just checking. 


‘That fall Jock went to Frank Newman's to help with haying and 
ended up working there for three years 


Riding was a great pastime in those days and Jock was one who 
enjoyed it. On a few occasions he and the horse parted company very 
quickly, especially when the horse decided to stop and Jock didn’t 


He found other animals uncooperative also. Calves, at branding 
time, for instance, At the sudden thrust of a hot iron on its hide, a calf 
decided to get free, causing the man to let go of its hind legs. Poor Jock, 
who was holding the head, ended up under the calf, the other helpers 
piling on top. 


One time while raking hay, his team ran away. Jock was thrown 


to the ground and raked up along with the hay. Lucky for him the rake 
hit a badger hole, overturned, and Jock rolled free. 


‘Then there was the time Jock went to fill a kerosene lamp, only 
to be stopped abruptly by the boss—he was going to fill it with whiskey. 
For some reason or other, he never saw that jug again. 
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When King Morton went to Munson to be married, Jock stayed to 
look after the horses, When the bride and groom returned Jock bad 
cooked their wedding supper of potatoes and eggs. The bride brought 
out a can of marmalade for dessert. 


Jock tended to the Keay holdings while Alf and Jim went to the war. 





In 1919 he returned to Scotland and was married. He and his 
returned to the Hand Hills in the fall and lived in a one-roomed house 
in Als yard until they moved onto their own quarter which was pur- 
chased from Alf. 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Jock Henderson 


Besides farming Jock worked out on threshing outfits. He hauled 
mail from Favell's Post Office to Craigmyle twice a week and missed 
only three or four times in four years. Pay was five dollars per month 
for looking after the post office and thirty-three dollars per month for 
hauling mail. He also hauled cream, eggs and groceries. The tip was 
four hours each way and if the mail carrier was as much as five minutes 
late he got a letter from the postal inspector. Mail day was a day to 
which everyone looked forward, all the neighbors used to gather and sit 
and wait for the mailman to arrive. 


Mrs. Henderson passed away in 1949, Having no family, life was 
very lonely for Jock, He worked for Tom Clark for three years and then 
decided to move to Hanna, In 1964 he took a much needed holiday—three 
months in Scotland. He still makes his home in Hanna, 





He sold his farm to Jim Keay who, in turn, rented it to Albert Moench 
At the time of this printing Jock is once again on holiday in Scotland. 
REGINALD HORNER 
py R, Horner 


I, Reginald Horner, was born in 1883 at Exeter, Devon County, 
England, where my father was a minister of the Church of England. 
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T received my early education at home under the tutelage of my father. I 
then went to boarding school at St. John’s College, Leatherhead, in the 
county of Surrey for six years, after which I went to St. Helen's Boarding 
School in Dublin, Ireland. 


In September of 1901, at the age of eighteen, I joined the South 
‘African Defense Corps, in which I served until peace was declared on 
June Ist, 1902, My military duties during this period of the war were 
‘mostly in the trenches around the town, also guarding prisoners and 
various parades and drills. ‘The town was strictly under martial law 
during this time, with a British colonel in supreme command of all forces, 
both military and civilian, On one occasion I was sent by the Commanding 
Officer at Burghersdorp to the commandant at a neighboring town of 
Steynsburg carrying dispatches and of course brought dispatches back. 








Alter this war I joined the Standard Bank of South Africa at 
Burghersdorp where I remained until 1906 when the bank transferred 
me to their branch at Bloemfontein, the former capital of Orange Free 
State, which had been annexed by the British. I remained there until 
1909 when I, and a friend in the same bank, resigned. We. Fred Koller 
and myself, having heard of the free offer of three hundred and twenty 
‘acres of farm land in Canada, decided to emigrate to Canada and inves- 
tigate. Actually we were on “home leave” (on half pay) from the bank 
which was granted to all employees of the bank after eight years’ service, 
J first went to visit my sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Kelly, who were then ranching at Little Fish Lake. 

‘The previous year (1908) this part of Alberta was opened by the 
overnment for homesteading; and instead of returning to the Old 
Country, I homesteaded. I improved on it until the year 1914 when the 

‘rst World War broke out. Leaving Harold Kelly in charge of my farm, 

I enlisted in the Canadian Army at Hanna. Two weeks in Calgary, 
two months in Quebec, and we were sent to England with the. First 
Canadian Contingent of some thirty-two thousand men, After two months 
in England I was sent to the fighting lines in France. From then on 
I fought with the famous Tenth Canadian Battalion. This battalion was 
often mentioned in the news and acquired an outstanding reputation 
as a fighting unit. 

In 1915 this battalion was heavily engaged in the second battle of 
Ypres in Belgium, I was unfortunate enough to be captured and taken 
prisoner along with other comrades. From then until 1918 T was moved 
to nine different prisoner-of-war camps throughout Germany. Some of 
these camps were terrible. Food was very scarce and towards the end of 
the war the Canadian prisoners were fed only turnip soup. Only the 
food parcels which were sent by the Red Cross kept the men alive. Two 
parcels of canned food and four parcels of bread were sent monthly to 
each prisoner. 





For a time some of the prisoners were taken to a farm to work. 
At night we were shut up in a room with bars on the windows. One 
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night I discovered that one of the screws which secured one of the bars 
was loose. I managed to pull it out. After cutting about three inches off, 
I again inserted it in the hole, making it look as though the bar was 
still secure, I told a fellow prisoner about this and we decided to escape. 


After saving food and hiding it in our mattresses for two or three 
weeks we carried out our plan to escape from the farm, During the night 
we headed for the Dutch border and freedom, During the day we hid 
and rested, keeping a sharp lookout for the German soldiers who were 
scouring the countryside for us. 


One day we carefully watched a bridge over which we had to cross. 
Alter dark we decided it was safe and dashed towards it, nearly running 
into a German sentry. We managed to scurry down the bank and luckily 
for us the sentry decided it had probably been dogs that he had heard, 

On another day when we were hiding in the woods, we spotted a 
German farmer with a gun and dogs approaching. This time for sure 
we would be caught! One of the dogs came directly towards us! I leaned 
over, picked up a stone and the dog scurried away. The farmer didn’t 
notice anything unusual and continued on his way. 


Alter nine days and nine nights and only nine miles from the 
Dutch border we were recaptured, As punishment for this attempted 
escape we were put in a dark bare cell and were given only bread and 
water for two weeks, Not even the comfort of a blanket was forthcoming, 
Nothing but the bare floor for a bed. Those were the best two weeks 
I ever spent in Germany, lots of rest and nothing to do. 





Mr. and Mrs, Rex Horner's Wedding 
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One day a guard with a rifle and bayonet walked into the hut and 
called for me and a number of other prisoners. No one seemed to know 
the reason. Maybe we were going to be shot! After many days of travelling 
and uncertainty we finally found out thet we were going to Holland 
to be exchanged for German prisoners-of-war. 


After about a year in Holland the war ended and we were shipped 
back to England. I arrived back in Canada in the spring of 1919. Canada 
sure looked good! For services rendered to my country I received three 
medals: the Mona Star, the General Service Medal and the Victory Medal. 


In 1926 I married Miss Mary Turnbull who had come to the district 
on a visit from England to a former school friend, Mrs, White. I farmed 
with varying success, ably assisted by my wife, until the fall of 1954 
When we sold out to Walter Radke; alter which we came to live in White 
Rock, British Columbia, where we are still enjoying retirement, 


THE HAND HILLS DOCTOR 
py Everyn Lawson 


Early one cold morning in March, 1909, my father, Dr. Elston H. 
Lawson, accompanied by his wife Lillie and daughter Evelyn, pulled out 
of Bassano, Alberta, and headed almost due north, Our destination was 
the ferry crossing of Dorothy, situated on the banks of the Red Deer 
River about twenty-five miles away. 


With us were two other families and an English bachelor. Three 
heavily loaded wagons, each drawn by a team of horses, all rented from 
the local livery stable, and a Blackfoot Indian guide comprised our small 
caravan. 


Although there were no roads to follow, progress was good but 
somewhat bumpy, due to the fact that the ground was still frozen and 
very little snow remained to act as a cushion, Later that morning a 
fair sized herd of antelope was sighted, but no evidence of humans any- 
where. We came upon the river quite suddenly it seemed. The sheer banks 
sliced through the level terrain making them difficult to see from any 
distance, especially to novices. (And that we surely were.) However, our 
guide had been competent and directly below us, but on the opposite 
bank, nestled the post office of Dorothy plus general store, stable, sheds 
and little else. 





Our next problem was just how to reach the other side for the banks 
of the river appeared much too steep and high for safe transportation 
and the very narrow trail leading down the almost perpendicular bank 
seemed quite inadequate! Much work hed to be done on this very rough 
and narrow trail before the combined efforts of the four men finally 
succeeded in safely getting everything lowered to the level ledge below 
‘and the camp set up once more, This spot was to be our home for much 
longer than had at first been anticipated. Mr. McBeath, the ferry operator, 
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storekeeper and postmaster of Dorothy, advised our men not to attempt 
the crossing of river ice as there were signs of an early “break-up”, and 
a wait until the river cleared was strongly suggested. This was reluctantly 
agreed upon, 





‘Two weeks were to pass before the now swiftly flowing river was 
cleared of ice. But the troubles that had been plaguing us were not over 
yet, for we were now informed that the pull-ferry that we had been 
depending on to take us across, had been damaged by the ice and could 
not be put into use for some time. This news was quite a blow but the 
‘men were not giving up easily and upon scouting around they discovered 
a small row boat, ten or twelve feet long, and they decided to use it to 
ferry all our combined belongings across. This meant a lot of extra work 
as everything had to be reduced to small quantities, especially the wagons, 
the wheels of which were to be taken across one at a time! Therefore, 
one bright morning late in March, an early start was made and after an 
all day endeavor everything that made up the small caravan, including 
the horses, was safely deposited on the opposite bank. The latter posed 
the greatest problem for they had to be led one at a time behind the 
small boat, not without considerable reluctance, and forced to swim 
the extremely cold and fast moving water. It was almost a miracle that 











Resting after crossing the river at Dorothy—March, 1909. Dr. E. H. Lawson (back- 
‘ground, right). Mrs. Lawson in fur hat and jacket, 


all went well and without @ mishap of any kind. Camp was set up that 
night around a huge bonfire built to help dry off the very chilled animals, 
both humans and beasts. I was given the chore of keeping one of the 
large horses on the move as he had a very swollen leg, a disease called 
“big leg”, (L guess for want of a better name), and it was feared there 
might be some sort of complications as a result of his enforced swim, 
but nothing of the sort happened, 


During our long wait at the river our Indian guide had given up 
and gone home, so now Dad undertook to direct the party, Next morning 
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as soon as all could be reassembled, we once more headed almost due 
north with Dad leading the way. By this time the frost was coming out 
of the ground and care had to be taken to avoid any water holes or puddles, 
for after getting stuck once we soon found out that these were not as 
innocent as they looked. 


Our goal was the northwest quarter of Section 7, Township 29, 
Range 16, and this was reached early the next morning and became our 
address for the next four and one-half years 


Dad was very pleased with what he found for he, like the others, 
had filed sight unseen on the homestead, and had no idea just what to 
expect. The partly flat, partly rolling terrain, with what later proved 
to be a never-failing spring located on the northeast corner of the pasture 
(to be), fulfilled Dad’s fondest dreams. We were closely followed by 
Mr, and Mrs. William Blair and the daughter Lizy. Mr. Blair had filed 
on his land at the same time as Dad had for they were both from Lill, 
Alberta, and their homestead was due west of us, with only the road 
between. About this time the two families and the bachelor that had 
come with us, decided that they had had enough pioneering and quickly 
packed and returned to Bassano with the rented wagons. Mr. Blair had 
his own team, which was fortunate. One of Dad's first concerns was to 
get transportation for himself and it was not long before he had acquired 
a cowpony, named Dolly, pure white in color, very fast and sure footed 
and possessing great stamina, which was just what Dad required of @ 
horse. New settlers were moving in quickly and it was not long before 
Dad’s skills were being more and more called upon for the news soon 
spread there was a doctor in the Hand Hills, 








‘The crest of a hill was chosen for our first house and while waiting 
for the first shipment of lumber to arrive Dad dug the cellar, but not 
before he had built a “sod” hut to afford Mother a place to set up the 
cook stove away from the cold winds. Mother was a good cook and made 
bread, not only for ourselves but for anyone nearby who required it. 
Later this hut was to serve as the henhouse, but in the meantime it also 
served as a shelter when an extra active storm blew up and our tent 
proved inadequate, Slowly our house took shape but delivery of materials 
‘was slow and winter caught us with only the roof half finished. This 
slight discrepance was partly overcome (more or less) by Ded pitching 
the largest tent upstairs to provide us with a common bedroom. ‘The 
cold we endured that winter defies description and if it had not been 
for two “featherticks” Mother had brought from Ontario I truly believe 
we might have frozen to death! Our only heat was from a small cook 
stove set up in the kitchen below, the walls of which were only single 
boards, not without many cracks, ‘The temperature that winter dropped 
at times to below zero, and getting dressed im the morning was quite 
an ordeal, Mother and I soon worked out a scheme whereby we could 
emerge from the comparative warmth of our beds almost completely 
dressed! I used to feel sorry for Dad who always preceded us downstairs 
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to wrestle with the cold stove, frozen water pails, plus frozen bread, eggs, 
milk, etc. To add to our worries we had a gray and pink parrot which 
Dad had brought home from the Orient in 1907 while he was serving as 
ship’s surgeon on one of the C.P.R. steamers. This tropical bird had to 
be kept warm somehow! This was done by placing his cage on a hot 
sad-iron (wrapped in a piece of thick cloth) and adding a hot water 
bottle or two, then covering the whole cage with a piece of quilt, leaving 
only a small opening for air. Believe it or not he survived! 


‘One of our earliest neighbors was a Mr. “Dad” Wallace, who had 
been on the prairie for some time, and he and his wile and son George 
lived about two miles northwest of us. “Dad”, as he was affectionately 
called, had been a buffalo hunter in the early days as well as having 
had a few skirmishes with wandering Indians from time to time, and 
could tell some very colourful tales. We were to meet him again in 
Vancouver some years later. To the northeast of us on the other side 
of Litile Fish Creek lived a Mr, and Mrs, William Clark, who later 
moved to Highland (Delia), At first Little Fish Creek boasted some fish 
at certain times of the year but it soon dried up, except for the spring 
run-off. Due west of us lived a rancher and his family, Mr, and Mrs. 
Albert DuBois, and it was just north of them that the new schoolhouse 
was built and called Blair School. Lizzy Blair and myself used to make 
the three or four mile trek on horseback, carrying the horses’ feed with us, 
North of the school lived the Richardson family and west and north of 
them the two bachelors known as the Dodd brothers, South of our pre- 
emption there moved in a Mr. and Mrs. William Herron and across from 
them were Mr. and Mrs. J. Smith and their son Will and daughter Vera, 
Between them and the Blairs lived a bachelor, Jim Danskin, who later 
went to World War I and returned safely, only to succumb to the 1918 
influenza epidemic. A young cowboy, Tommy Somme, lived with Jim 
for a whole year after he had nearly lost his thumb through an accident 
with a rifle, He stayed at our place for a few days first for treatment. 





Although most of my parents’ waking hours were taken up with 
their way of life, once in awhile they found time to relax and join in 
the local activities; one such an occasion was the first of July, 1910, 
when the usual celebrations in the form of a small rodeo, with horse racing, 
etc, was to take place on the property of Captain Eaton, near Craig: 
myle, about sixteen miles away. An early start was necessary and the 
Lawson family started off in the democrat at a brisk pace. Our team 
that day consisted of Mother’s Bessy, a small dapple-gray, and Dolly. 
About three-quarters of the way along the cross country road we had 
been following, it suddenly dipped down and led across what appeared 
to be a shallow water hole. As dry weather had been the order of the day 
for some time, Dad, without hesitation, drove the somewhat unwilling 
team into it. Suddenly the horses began to flounder and with each 
plunge sank deeper. We were in a “soap hole! Fortunately for us the 
dry weather had reduced it in size and the rear of the democrat was 
close enough to solid ground to permit us to scramble onto it. By this 
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time the unlucky horses were getting in deeper and deeper. Bessy, who 
was never too ambitious, was showing signs of giving up, but not Dolly. 
She continued to struggle. Dad bed out onto the tongue of the buggy 
and managed to unfasten the traces and cross-reins, and returning to 
solid ground gave Dolly all the assistance he could. Very slowly she inched 
her way to more solid footing but not before she had, at one time, sunk 
to within a foot of her backbone in the slimy mess. In due course Bessy 
was pulled out and finally the democrat was retrieved and all were 
reassembled and we were on our way again. We surely must have made 
a pretty sight as we approached our destination, what with our mud 
covered team and our “Sunday Best” finery very much the worse for 
wear! It was small comfort to be told upon our arrival, that some time 
earlier a settler moving into the area had gotten into the same “hole” 
and had lost all (heavily laden wagon and team), escaping only with 
what he stood up inl I am sure that my parents gave thanks that day 
for their lucky escape. 











By the fall of 1910 the second house was finished enough to let us 
move into it. This house was built by a good Danish carpenter named 
Gustave Mortensen. Our new home boasted three bedrooms, but soon 
proved to be none too large for by then Mother had been asked to take 
on a post office and also, by this time Dad had started bringing home 
patients who needed closer attention, and maternity cases. Help was 
difficult to come by but they were fortunate enough to get @ fine German 
girl by the name of Mary Rosine, who proved a great help. 


Although Dad usually had very little assistance in his work, there 
were times when he could get the help of Mrs. Ella Andes, the Rainbow 
postmistress, and later Miss Gordon, Captain Eaton's sister-in-law who 
was a trained nurse and able to assist Dad in operations, ete. Unfortunately 
Miss Gordon’s health was not too good and she- gave up nursing before 
too long, Dad usually hed to make do, on the spot, with what assistance 
he received from those present, and whatever he could find in the way of 
furniture, that could be used for operating table, ete. It was one such 
situation when a hasty operation had to be performed on Mrs. Blair. I 
am glad to say that Mrs. Blair pulled through, but not before some 
anxious moments for all, especially Dad 





One of the first babies born at Lawsonburg was a girl to a Mr. 
and Mrs, Kelly who lived near Little Fish Lake, and later on there were 
two babies in our house at the same time, One of them Mother had to 
deliver all by herself as Dad was away and could not be located in time. 
I believe this one was to Mr. and Mrs. N. Burke of Highland (Delia). 
Mother hed had no training, but nevertheless did a good job and received 
Dads congratulations, 


Mother had, back in 1907 while living in Vancouver, developed a 
“spot” on her lungs and had been rushed to Alberta for a complete rest 
and all the fresh air she could get. Two years were spent in Shepard this 


339 

































































way before Mother could be permitted to take up her duties as housewife 
again but by 1909 her recovery was complete. This was most fortunate 
for all of us. 


‘That winter Dad came close to losing his life in a bad blizzard. It 
happened this way: Dad had answered a call to a rancher's home on, 
or near, the Red Deer River south and west of us. As was quite usual 
his departure for home was delayed by having to make extra calls, But, 
in spite of invitations to remain overnight and friendly warnings that a 
storm seemed to be brewing, he and the little mare, Dolly, set off for 
home late in the afternoon. Of course there were no trails to follow as 
this was ranch country, but the cold wind was blowing from the north 
and that was the direction in which home lay. Dad headed the mare 
into the wind and struck out. Darkness fell quickly and with it the 
snow started and all visibility was blotted out. Both man and beast 
knew that the only answer to survival was to keep going, but with each 
passing hour the snow deepened, and finally after what must have seemed 
an eternity, Dolly stopped and turned around. Nothing Dad could do 
would make her proceed further. Dismounting, Dad led her back into 
the storm, then grabbing her tail urged her forward. The mare took this 
cue and with the lessened load was able to make headway again. Some- 
time later Dolly again halied, this time when Dad went forward he found 
they had reached a wire fence. They had made it to the north boundary 
of the Horse Track Ranch. 





Dad had always possessed a marvelous memory and had trained 
himself to take good notice of any peculiar shape or size of fence posts 
close to any gates he might use. Now his memory stood him in good 
stead for on closer examination (by fecl) he remembered that the gate 
should be close by to the left, and this proved to be the case. He also 
remembered that a settler’s shack was situated just across the road although 
no light was visible, and as he advanced the light, which had been there 
all along, became visible. A warm welcome was given Dad by the surprised 
man. A lantern was lighted and they set out to find the barn, which 
was close by, but the storm was so thick they could not locate it so 
retuned to the shack and tied Dolly to the doorknob for the night. A 
hay “tick” was emptied to supply her with food and to the very tired 
horse this must have seemed a rather poor reward, but very welcome 
nonetheless! Next morning found her standing surrounded by @ high 
snowdrift which was affording her shelter from the eold wind. I am sure 
it was Dolly's keen sense of direction that had brought them to the 
closest gate and dwelling they could have reached that night, Noon the 
next day found Dad back home but, as was quite usual, he was soon off 
again in quite another direction, 


By 1912 all scemed to be going well but Mother found she did not 
have time for the post office, so it was handed over to a Mr. Whiting 
who lived southeast of us, next to Mr. and Mrs. Chester Day and their 
two sons, Mr. Whiting was also a Justice of the Peace. 
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I believe it was in the first week of August the same year, that @ 
vicious hailstorm struck suddenly with winds estimated up to one hundred 
niles per hour, end some hailstones as large as baseballs, Ten of our 
twelve windows were instantly demolished and the eleventh was blown 
out. The latter was in Dad’s dispensary and the wind taking with it most 
of the much needed and hard to come by drugs. Of course, as was usual, 
Dad was away and only Mother, Mary and myself were Home. We 
managed to get the back door of the kitchen open and let the wind 
blow through. This, I fully believe, saved our roof from being blown of. 
‘As we had metal shingles on it, the noise was deafening! I recall screaming 
once and being quite unable to hear myself. Water and hailstones poured 
down the stairs, along with two doors that were waiting to be hung, and 
Mother opened the front door opposite and most of it poured right out 
into the yard. What a mess to clean up! As soon as the storm had passed 
T was sent out to check on the condition of the animals. Luckily the barn 
doors had been closed and that building eseaped damage, but the pastured 











Threshing for James Lawrence on the Dr. Lawson farm, 1915, Name of crow 
Flam left to right, top row: Tommy Somme, Herschell Adams, Bill Watson, James 
Benskin, unknown, Bill Smith, Bill Blair. Bottom row: Separator man unknown, 
James Lawrence, Mr. Stoner, Roy Lindsay, Fay Blanchard, Anton Anderson, the 
two Stratton boys. 





animals had stampeded before the onslaught and were up against the 
far cast fence, but again luck was with us and only one colt had been 
hurt, and he was not too badly off with only a superficial cut across 
his chest, The hens had taken quite « beating and were scattered all 
over the place. Some did not turn up for days! 


At that time we had our land farmed out on shares and we had 
had the best stand of wheat I have ever seen, but after the storm had 
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passed one would never have known it, When Dad returned the next 
day his first impressions were that we had had the grain cut and the land 
harrowed. Where he had been there had been no storm and he was 
quite unaware there had been one until he reached home. When we 
told him of the size of the stones he would not believe us until we showed 
him some still heaped against the barn on the cast side. They were still 
the size of hens’ eggs! 





Not all of my father’s practice was made up of mending bones, 
sewing up cuts or handing out pills. As the wide expanse of prairie began 
to fill up with more and more married couples, so it was that more of 
his time was spent in trying to outrace the stork. One episode of such 
a race has remained quite clearly stamped on my memory mainly, I guess, 
because it was not only spectacular but proved very costly. 


For some months prior to this occurrence my parents hed been 
slowly saving up the not too plentiful cash in order to purchase a gleaming 
new buggy, complete with folding top, side pieces, and convenient snap- 
‘on weather repellent flaps, and elegant looking buggy whip. Father had 
already acquired a spirited matched sorrel team and lightweight harness 
—all of which was designed for greater speed plus considerably more 
comfort. The old “springboard”, having been lacking in everything except 
bare necessities, had been long due for retirement, 


‘The new purchase had just arrived via stagecoach from the well 
known prairie suppliers, T. Eaton Company, and Father and I had 
spent most of one day getting everything put together and made ready 
for the first emergency. No sooner accomplished than a messenger arrived 
on horseback to request Father's presence as soon as possible to attend 
a not too long to wait confinement. With much haste the team was 
hitched and away they all sped, at top speed. 


Because the house was situated on the crest of a hill Mother and I 
could watch with great pride the pleasant spectacle of the spirited horses 
and the shiny new black buggy, with its red tongue and spokes, as they 
careened down the hill and out over the flats below. These flats were 
traversed by Little Fish Creek, necessitating the erection of a culvert 
where the roadway crossed. It was at this spot that we saw the team 
veer suddenly to the left and, much to our horror, saw the buggy lurch 
sideways and turn over. At that distance (about half a mile) we could 
not make out all the details but we saw the horses pick up speed and 
break into a fast gallop. Finally we saw Dad pick himself up from the 
ground and slowly proceed on foot. The runaway horses were in full 
flight and swerving sharply to the left again, the left horse jumped the 
wire fence and the two continued on north, one on each side of the fence, 
at a fast gallop, dragging the buggy over the wires and posts until it had 
completely disintegrated, taking with them only the neck yoke and tongue. 

At that time we were unaware that Dad had had anything more than 
a shaking up as he proceeded across fields to the home of the rancher, 
about three miles away. 
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Some time later the new father drove Dad home, mission accomplished, 
but at what cost! In addition to the complete loss of the much-prized 
and hard-earned conveyance, Dad had run a half-buried snag into his 
thigh while being dragged along on the ground, in a vain effort to check 
the animals, and was now himself in need of medical attention. Mother, 
as always, did her job well and in a few days Dad was getting around 
as usual with only a slight limp which soon left him. As for the horses, 
they were brought back by another settler on whose place they had 
finally stopped (after jumping more fences) quite unharmed! 


They had travelled four and one half miles at top speed and cleared 
several high jumps! Needless to say their ration of oats was somewhat 
cut for the next few weeks or so. Dad had always kept his horses in fine 
form so that they could produce and maintain a good speed when occasion 
demanded, but he found out the hard way, that this could be overdone. 
‘And so, back to the old buckboard again and a less spirited team, 





These harrowing experiences eventually took their toll of Mother's 
health resulting in a near nervous breakdown, and Dad finally decided 
that she should take a prolonged rest. The next spring found Mother 
and myself on a train out of Calgary bound for Brockville, Ontario, and 
the next five months were spent on the dairy farm of Mother's sister 
and her husband. 


That fall we returned by train to Hanna, the trip from Saskatoon 
being made in a caboose for the roadbed was still unballasted and the 
passenger train had not started to run. Dad met us with the democrat 
and his spirited sorrel team and carried us off to Highland, now Delia, 
where during our absence he had purchased three acres from Mir. Norman 
Burke on which a new home was to be built, In the meantime he had 
set up office and housekeeping in a rented building on the west side 
of the Main Street. 


Unfortunately, while the new home was being built, « disasterous 
fire struck the livery stable in which Dad was keeping his horses, and his 
lovely sorrel team was among the seven horses that were not removed 
from the burning building. 


Once more Dad had to fall back on Dolly and Bessy and two three- 
year-olds for transportation. They had been safcly removed to another 
stable only the night before the fire. 


Our stay in the new house was not for long as World War I broke 
out that fall and Dad felt it his duty to join up, so on September 1, 1914, 
we accompanied him to Calgary to see him off on his long trip. 


Dad never returned to Delia, except for a very short visit in 1916 
to wind up his affairs with Doctor James Mason, whom he had left in 
charge of his practice. 
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He returned to’ the war zone in 1917 and served with the R.A.M.C. 
in France until badly gassed at the last battle of Combri, and nearly 
lost his life. 


Finally the whole family was re-united in 1922 and we settled in 
British Columbia where Dad practiced on Salt Spring Island for twenty 
years, retiring in 1943 and moving to Vancouver Island. They both lived 
to celebrate their sixty-fifth wedding anniversary on June 22, 1962. 
Dear Mother passed: away in Sidney, British Columbia, July 27 of that 
same year, age ninety-four. In Victoria, British Columbia, on February 16, 
1965, Dad was required to make his Last Call, but this time he left behind 
his very tired ninety-three-year-old frame. They lic, side by side, in 
Hatley Memorial Gardens not far from Victoria, British Columbia. 





‘THE JACK LAFFERTY STORY 
ay Lituan Ganonc 


Mother and Dad came from Ontario to the Pollockville district where 
they homesteaded and where the three children were born. We moved 
to the Hand Hills and bought the Doctor Lawson farm in about the year 
1925. Dad moved the house, which was across the road from Blair's, 
down to the north road. We planted trees and grew lots of garden produce. 





I remember the huge crowds we had on Sundays. There were ball 
games, horseshoes and all kinds of good clean fun. In those days people 
did a lot of visiting back and forth. We three children rode to Blair and 
Lawsonburg Schools. 





I met Walter Ganong, whose family lived on the Kelly place at Fish 
Lake, and we were married. Mother and Dad and my sister Alma moved 
to Calgary in 1935. Walter and I moved to the Hunley place for awhile, 
then on the Bill Smith place. 





Mr. and Mrs, Jack Lafferty, 1942. 


Once when Mother and Dad were out from Calgary for a visit, our 
home on the Lawson farm bumed to the ground. We don’t know what 
caused it but we lost everything, all of our wedding presents included 
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After the fire Walter and I moved to Hanna. Harry, my brother, 
moved in a little shack in which to live and stayed until 1940. He sold 
out, moved to British Columbia, and is still living at Vernon with his 
wife, Their three children are all married. 1, Lillian, live in Hanna. My 
husband worked for the C.N.R. for a long time and now has his own 
feedlot. Our daughter is married and our son, single, works in a garage 
in Hanna. Alma is married, lives in Calgary, and has three married sons. 


Dad passed away in 1964. Mother still lives in Calgary. 


Eorror’s Nore: Jack Lafferty used to sell potatoes and other vegetables 
in the neighborhood. The Sterrie Lenfesty’s bought some potatoes from 
him and have used them for secd every year to this day. The variety is 
not known, but they are very good producers. I guess they must be 
climatized by now. 


ARNOLD THOMAS came to Alberta from Saskatchewan and worked 
at different places before coming to this area. He used to work for Anton 
Peterson and for Charlie Morrison, The Lawson farm was vacant so 
he moved there and shortly married Eva Hardy. They lived and farmed 
there for ten years, Arnold was an all-round handyman. He worked here 
and there at different jobs during the winter months. 


When the sixth child was born the Thomas family moved to the 
Drumheller area. They now have fifteen living children. The oldest boy, 
Barry, married Brenda Morton of the Hand Hills 


‘The Lawson farm is now farmed by Clarence Wilson. (See story 
in “Horse Track” section.) 


MARTIN MARTIN STORY 


Martin Martin, with bis mother and dad and his eight brothers 
and sisters, came from Queen’s County, Prince Edward Island, in the 
fall of 1904 and settled near Calgary where they farmed. Martin home- 
steaded here in June of 1909, returned to Calgary, and came out again 
in the spring of 1910 bringing supplies. He and a few other friends came 
to the Dorothy erossing but found the ice was going out. They found a 
spot nearby where the water seemed shallow so they forded it. Just as 
the last wheels of Martin’s wagon came out of the water an eight-foot 
wall of ice and water went roaring by. 


Martin farmed with horses all the time. He worked for Mr. Herron 
for three summers and recalls the bad hailstorm in 1912. His field of 
oats was above his head but after the storm you'd swear someone had 
just plowed it. The hay was going three tons per acre, but not a spear 
was left 


In 1920 Martin married Elsie Lenfesty. They raised their three 
children on the farm. Elsie became ill and was away a lot. The children 


345 

















cither married and moved away or went to work. Martin farmed alone 
for several years and then sold his farm and moved to Drumheller where 
he still resides. 





Left to right: Martin Martin, Day Lenfesty, Elsie Martin 


Mrs. Martin passed away in 1964. 


‘Anna passed away in 1966, She is survived by her husband Ivan 
Rosin and four children, Shirley, James, and twins Joy and Joyce, all of 
whom reside at Grande Prairie. 


James was killed in a grader-train collision in 1966. He is survived 
by his wife Edna and two sons, Greg and Rex, all in Hanna. Philip is 
single and works in Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, 


DON H. MARTIN was notified by his brother Martin of a quarter 
section of land which was available and filed on it in 1911. It was the 
only parcel of land left around here. It was not necessary for Don to 
reside on his land as Martin had two quarters and he lived there. But 
he was required to break fifty acres, which he did, and soon sold to 
Les Flett and moved away 


ALBERT BELL homesteaded here also. People referred to him as 
“Ding-dong” behind his back and later openly. He didn’t like the nick- 
name. He was a decent clean-cut chap and people took advantage of his 
good nature. He didn’t stay here long. 


CHARLIE WITTY farmed on the Gilbert place for awhile. When 
he married Jean Peters, a school teacher, he moved on to the A, T. Bell 
homestead, which he purchased. He left here in 1931. 


EMIL BURGEMEISTER purchased the farm next, and in turn 
sold it to E. Holmes—one time undertaker at Hanna. No other inform- 
ation was received on these two families. 
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CHRIS KELM STORY 
sy Cums Kem 


Chris Kelm, whose family history is found in the Dalkieth section, 
was out on his own in 1928. He married Erna Kautz in 1930. He rented 
the Bailey place on the Horse Track during the years 1935, 1936 and 1937. 
From there they moved to the Harding place where they stayed for three 
years. In 1940 the E. Holmes’ farm was for sale and the Kelms bought it 


The children went to Elmer, McGibbon and Hanna Schools. The 
family moved to Hanna in 1948 and farmed from there until 1960 when 
they sold the farm to Rudy Bender. 


Mr. and Mrs. Kelm have two children, Reuben is married and has 
two children. He is employed by the C.N.R, at Hanna. Willine is also 
married, has a small family and lives in Calgary. Her husband is with 
the Calgary Police Force. 


RUDY BENDER 
ay Mrs, Orro Emann’ 


Emmanuel Bender, a brother, came to these parts in 1933 and 
Rudy followed in 1934. They both came from the Hilda District. Rudy's 
home was with Emmanuel but he worked out most of the time. He used 
to break horses while at George Proudfoot’s, mostly in the winter because 
it was softer landing in two or three feet of snow. One day he decided 
to ride north to visit a neighbor. On the way he lost his wallet in the 
deep snow. This worried him very much as George had just paid him 
twenty-five dollars by cheque. He was told it would be alright. Mr. 
Proudfoot would write him another cheque if necessary. After the spring 
thaw Rudy retraced his ride and found his wallet. 


In 1942 he joined the armed forces and was stationed in Vancouver 
where he was training in the artillery. He was discharged honorably in 
1943 due to foot trouble, 


Upon his return he rented the Harold McNaughton farm in the 
Rainbow district, Emmanuel sold his farm to Jake Warkentin in 1944 
and Rudy rented it from Jake in 1949, He then rented Tom Broadbent's 
farm until 1960 when he bought from Chris Kelm. 


Rudy was well liked wherever he was, He was a great entertainer 
at homes and at parties because he played the banjo, violin and guitar 
very well. 

He farmed by himself until his death im a tragic two-car collision 
which took place in the district in 1966. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLARD HALL and their son Frank came from 
the Manitoulin Island and homesteaded here in 1909. They later sold 
to Thompson Witty. 
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‘THOMPSON WITTY 


Thompson Witty was born at Sudbury, Ontario, and was the 
youngest of thirteen children, When he was old enough he worked in 
the salt mines in the Manitoulin Islands. It was there that his lungs 
became badly congested and he suffered greatly from asthma the remainder 
of his life. 


‘Thompson and his brother Willard came to the Hand Hills district 
in 1916 and bought land from Willard Hall. Neither of them were 
married so their mother came out and did their housework for them. 
She stayed until she was unable to do hard work and then she returned 
to Ontario. Willard passed away at their home in the Hand Hills 


‘Thompson farmed by himself until his health failed, then with the 
help of hired men, two of which were Lloyd Bixby and Don Nottell. 
Finally he rented the farm out and moved back east where he passed 
away. 


THE ERIC WOELK FAMILY came from the Dowling district in 





1945 and moved onto the Thompson Witty place. They rented it for 
four years, During that time they made many friends and were well 
liked by the community. The neighbors enjoyed many card games at 
Woelk’s, From here they moved to Innisfail for a short while and then 











Sunday Gatheri s, left to by, Martha Woolk, Mrs. 
Dulcie’ Lenfesty, “Babe” Ringrose, Corrine Lenfesty, Eileen (Bixby) McDonald, 
Danny Lenfesty, Bruce Woolk, Gary Bixby, Gladys and Clarence Wilson, Lawrence 
Rings Bre Woelk, Kneeling are Wayne Uenfesy and Jerry Wool ‘The babies 











to Endiang where they still reside. They had four children. Pearl, the 
oldest, passed away at the age of twelve. Alf is married and is living in 
Calgary. Gerry is employed in Calgary and Bruce is still attending school. 


Mrs, Brown and Vernon moved onto the Witty place when Ken 
was married. Later when Vernon married, Mrs. Minnie Brown moved 
to Hanna. 
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Veron, Verlien, and babies Brian and Michelle, still live there. 


HAROLD INSLEY, originally from England, was employed at a 
wholesale establishment in Calgary when he was approached by a real 
estate salesman. He had some land for sale in the Hand Hills and for 
some reason or other Mr, Insley bought it, He knew nothing about 
farming, he never came to live out here, and rented it out, Mr. Horner 
had it rented for awhile. When the Hugh Browns came to this area they 
rented the house only from Mr. Horner. The Browns rented the land 
the following year and have been there ever since. 





THE BROWN STORY 
By Isopex Brown Rew 


Mr. Hugh North Brown was born in Ongar, Essex, England. He was 
educated at Laughton High School and Bishop's Boarding School. 


In 1910 he immigrated to Canada coming west to Kipling, Saskat- 
chewan, to a cousin who farmed in that area at that time. Mr. Brown 
went from Kipling to Alsask and began looking for a homestead site in 
the district, finally filing on a homestead south of Lanfine, Alberta. 
He returned to Kipling in the spring where he purchased four horses, 
bringing them by train to Alberta. He began to break up his land and 
started to farm. While proving his homestead he worked on the construc- 
tion of the Spring Coulee Dam near Magrath, Alberta. Hauling the 
Tumber from Alsask with horses he built a two-storey frame house on 
the farm. The barn was made of sod, built into the side of a hill. One 
morning when Mr, Brown went out to the barn a cow had walked onto 
the roof and all four feet had gone through the sod roof. She hung 
suspended. there. 


In 1912 Mr. Brown sent home to England for his fiancée, Mis 
Minnie Read. Miss Read was born in Essex, England, and attended 
Faling’s Boarding School for girls in London. She was a church organist 
at the Anglican Church in Fyfield for a number of years. She also played 
in an all-girl orchestra that used to play for concerts, ete. in London. 
She came to Canada on the ship Kennelworth Castle. 


Mr. and Mrs, Brown were married in Alsask in 1912. Coming from 
fa home in England where maids and a “boot black” took care of all 
personal and household chores, it was quite a jolt indeed to have an 
unfurnished house to keep. Mrs. Brown had been told all sorts of stories 
about the Wild West, and lived in mortal fear of Indians (which she 
never saw). She had been told if she didn’t have cake or cookies to give 
them they would burn the house and scalp her, so she was always pre 
pared for them, Fortunately they never came. 


In 1926 there were no crops in the Lanfine district so Mr. Brown 
joined the threshing outfit owned by a Mr. McGaffin who was moving 
his steam engine and threshing machine to work in the Craigmyle area. 
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The men drove their teams and racks from Lanfine to start working 
south of Craigmyle. Mr. Brown decided that farming prospects in the 
Craigmyle district were better there then at Lanfine so he left his 
homestead and moved his family to Craigmyle, Later they moved further 
south and settled on a farm near Hand Hills Lake. 


Mr, Brown was an ardent supporter of the U-F.A. both at Lanfine 
and Craigmyle. 


Mr, Brown died in 1932, The twins, Mabel and Marion, with the 
help and advice of the neighbors, carried on with the farming operations 
until the boys were old enough to take over. 


| Mr. and Mrs, Brown had six children: Mabel and Marion were 
twins, Mabel, Mrs. Ben Mammel, lives about five miles west of Hand 
Hills Lake; Marion, Mrs. Tom Cragg, lives at Arborfield, Saskatchewan; 
Dorothy, Mrs, William Mashon, lives at Dorothy, Alberta; Kenneth and 
wife Esther and their three children are on the Brown farm; Vernon, his 
wife Verlien and two children, are also farming in the Hand Hills; Isobel, 
Mrs, Leslie Rew, lives near Craigmyle. 








Mrs, Brown is a well and active resident of the Hanna Senior Citizens’ 
i Lodge. 


| WILLARD MARRIOTT was one of the early settlers. He came 
from Chatham, Ontario, and “squatted” in this area, Just recently someone 
said the first time that he ever saw Willard’s shack, there was an inscrip- 
tion burned into it with a hot iron. It said, “One mile to Hell, and five 
miles to water”. 


At one time he plowed a fire guard from Blair School to Hand Hills 
Lake and was nicknamed “Fireguard Marriott”. 





Thomson Wei Willard Marriott 


story later) 
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In 1911, during a very severe storm, the roof of his shack was punched 
full of holes by large hailstones, He never fixed it, No doubt the interior 
had many a soaking. 


A neighbor dropped in on Willard one time. He had killed a badger 
and was cooking it. He said he would try it on his dog, if he ate it then 
he himself would, too. 


A skunk found his way into the cellar but that was no problem to 
Willard, He calmly went down, knocked the skunk out, and brought it 
up out of the cellar on a shovel, Just as he reached the top step the 
skunk came to and let Willard “have it” directly to the face. He always 
claimed that was why his eyesight was so good. 


To say he was tough would be putting it mildly. Once he brought a 
sack of potatoes from town. Being very cold he took them to bed with 
him to keep them from freezing. In the morning the potatoes were frozen, 
but Willard got up and walked around barefooted. 


Willard remained a bachelor, He lived alone and liked it. He was 
very independent, never bothered anyone, and he was kindhearted, unless 
he was crossed. Then he could be exactly the opposite. He sat and chewed 
tobacco to no end and he could live on raw potatoes if he had to. 


ll health forced him to sell and retire to the Pleasant View Home at 
Youngstown and finally to a home in Calgary where he passed away. 


TOM CLARK 
py Tom Crark 


I came out from Caithness, Scotland, to New York in 1905 where 
I worked for a year and a half and then decided I would like the west. I 
landed in Alberta in 1907. I worked for Jim Lyall for two years and 
Gordon McCrea for one year. I met Frank Stark at Parkland and he 
told me about homesteading. So I went to Calgary and filed on a 
homestead in the Hand Hills. I went to Castor to get lumber for my 
shack and on the way I called in at Frank Stark's place. He had just 
returned from Stettler with his own lumber. I stayed and helped him build 
his shack and then he helped me to build mine, I did my homestead 
duties and broke ten acres that fall. I went to Banff and worked for the 
Brewster outfit. The boss sent three of us to Lake Louise to haul gravel 
for the hotel. 





In April, 1911, I came back to the homestead and stayed all summer. 
‘That fall Stan Cliff and I went to work for a Mr. Edwards at Cheadle, 
staying through harvest and threshing. Upon retuming we found we 
had no coal, so Willard Marriott and I went to the Coulee and dug 
two loads of coal. When we got the coal up on top there was a raging 
blizzard. We loaded all the coal into one sleigh box and left it there, 
We started for home with the two teams and empty sleigh. We wandered 
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about the lease from three in the aftemoon until one o'clock in the 
morning when we first spied a light. It was Mr. Stoner’s place. Mrs. 
Stoner was cooking for the hands at the Baxter and Reid Ranch and 
Mr. Stoner had a light burning for her, We were very lucky to have 
seen it. 





I stayed on the homestead all that winter and following summer. In 
the fall Stan and I went to work again. But that was the last time. 


In 1913 I had forty acres broken, The railroad had come through, 
Delia was our town. In 1916 Mr. R. McDonald built a two-roomed house 
for me. I had just gotten it paid for in the fall of 1922 when it burned 
down. I lived with Mr. and Mrs. Martin Anderson all that winter, In 
the spring Mr, R. McDonald built another house for me. I had lots of 
help. M, Martin, Harry and Martin Anderson, Jack Montgomery, Norman 
Usley, Fay Blanchard, and one of the Parge boys hauled most of the 
lumber, T'soon got back into my home again, 





Tom and Nellie Clark 


In 1928 I married a registered nurse from England, Laurence and 
Babe Ringrose stood up for us. We had a good life on the farm. 


On having a very sick spell in 1945 I rented the farm to Lorne 
McDonald. He farmed it until 1957. Then I sold the place to Lorne 
and Jack McDonald. The wife and I moved to Drumheller and here we 
are, 


MR. AND MRS, BILL CLARK and their son Jim came from New 
Zealand or Australia and homesteaded in the Hand Hills. They later 
sold to Mr. Parge and moved into Delia where they had a feed and flour 
mill for a few years. After that they moved to the coast. 
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CHARLES PARGE 


Charles and Pauline Parge with their children, Walter, Edna, Law- 
rence, Arthur and Florence, came from North Dakota to settle in the 
‘Taber district in 1904, They homesteaded there and stayed for awhile 
before moving to the Three Hills district where Mr. Parge was the “Raw- 
leigh Man”. After a year or two the family moved to the Hand Hills 
where they purchased the Bill Clark homestead. They ran stock for a 
number of years. It was there the boys practiced “rodeo events” from 
a makeshift “chute” they built themselves. 


In the carly twenties the family left the Hand Hills and moved to 
Drumheller and purchased the livery barn. Mr. Parge, Lawrence and 
Arthur went into the building moving business, first with horses, later 
by trucks. 

Walter remained single and works for the Alberta Government. 

Edna married Lester Jones and they raised a large family in Calgary. 

Lawrence remained single and works in a mine. 

Arthur is married and carries on a moving business in Drumheller; 
Florence married “Slim” Livingstone, 

Mrs. Parge passed away in 1942, Mr, Parge lived to be ninety-four 
years of age, passing away in Calgary. 


THE LANE STORY 
ay Morven Lane 


In 1909 my father, James M. Lane, took a trip over the mountains 
from New Westminster and went as far as the Canadian Northern 
Railway would take him into Alberta. He rode through the rich grazing 
land to the east and decided that the Hand Hills looked good. He had 
farmed in North Dakota; spent two years in the Yukon; and found life 
as a merchant in Washington too confining, although he had done well 
enough at it. He took @ small house in Munson and brought in his wife 
Elizabeth and their two small sons, Hubert and me, Morden. 


Alter spending the winter there we moved to our new homestead 
a mile south of Hand Hills Lake. We lived in a large tent the first spring 
until my father got his crops in and then he hauled in lumber and built 
a two storey frame house, He leased some grazing land to the south and 
ought some horses and a few cattle; put up fencing; built a sod barn, 
1 sod chicken house, a sod blacksmith shop, a pigpen and a corral; and 
dug a new well right beside the house, one which had good water and 
never went dry. 

I can remember the wild antelope drifting across our pasture, a kit- 
fox standing on his hind feet with his nose in the bam window, and 
a glimpse of a timber wolf as we drove through the Taylor Hills one 
winter. At night the coyotes really serenaded us and in return we put 
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strychnine in the carcasses they liked to nibble on, where an animal had 
died or been killed by them. The horses out on the lease land were wild 
and would come charging at people on foot as also would the cattle, I 
have seen my father beat off a wild herd with his long whip when a 
stallion would take a grudge against our team of geldings. 


My father broke the first ground on the homestead with a hand 
plow and a team of oxen, named Tom and Dick. These two animals 
would express themselves out in the pasture by bellowing loudly and 
pawing the ground, sending divots flying way up in the air. 


My father and mother drove all the way to Calgary and brought back 
a black stallion named Goodwin. On the trip back he brushed against 
the buggy wheel at a narrow place and kicked up into the buggy, his 
shoe severing an artery in my father’s leg. He managed to stay conscious 
until my mother could get him, the team, and the led stallion to the 
nearest farm where, after emergency treatment, he waited for a doctor 
to sew him up. In those days people had to be first aid experts. 


We had a big boar who would make his way into the stallion’s 
corral and chase Goodwin around and around. Hubert and 1 would 
cheer on the pig because the horse had nearly killed our dad, but didn't 
have the nerve to stop and kick the stuffing out of the boar. ‘The pigs in 
the large pen would grab chickens and cat them, until my father laid 
for them with a club. One beating would take away the taste for raw 
meat. Pigs learn quickly. This treatment was necessary where small 
children had the run of the place. 


In the summer of 1911 my mother took me along to Portland where 
there was a trusted obstetrician, and we returned with my new sister, 
Alice, I had spent some time during this event with my school teacher 
aunt and came back pretty sissified for that territory, But the next year 
I had my own horse, my own twenty-two Stevens Favorite and, with 
Huber’s help, could trap gophers end weasels. ‘The gophers were a 
problem, At one time we had twenty-seven cats on the place and knew 
each one by name, You had to go a mile from our house to find a gopher 
that year. 





We had an Edison gramophone and some of our neighbors liked 
to hear “Village Bells”, “Preacher and the Bear”, “Redwing” and other 
red hot records of the time. The neighbors would sometimes dance at 
our place, Corn starch would be spread over the living room floor and 
there was an accordian, a banjo, a kazoo and a Jew’s harp to furnish 
the 1911 rock and roll. I remember seeing Fred Koller take a very 
embarassing fall on our slippery floor once. Fred was no heavyweight 
and his healthy partner quickly reached down and snatched him up off 
the floor. Fred was a fine, well-mannered gentleman, and he really 
blushed that time. 


‘There were two events I remember well. We had a very big prairie 
fire one year. Everybody who could was frantically plowing fireguards 
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around his buildings to save them, When the fire swept through it was 
moving faster than a horse’s gallop. Men were racing all over with wagons 
loaded with barrels of waier, the teams frightened and excited and the 
water shooting straight up through the omall holes in the burlap bags 
ticd over the tops. The firefighters soaked gunny sacks in the barrels and 
slapped out the flames with them where they had a chance. The fire 
roared on through and burned itself out 


The other event was @ dilly of a hailstorm, You could stand and 
watch this one approach from the northwest like a wriggling black wall. 
Clouds were rolling swiltly like a modern street sweeper and you could hear 
the muffled roar of the moving air and the hail striking the ground. We 
rushed around, piling pillows and mattresses against the windows. My 
father and our hired man were racing around, trying to get all the animals 
under cover. When the storm hit the house there was such a roar and 
racket no one could hear anything else. The stones were only about an 
inch and a half in diameter but they were clear ice. One bounced up 
through the pantry window and struck my mother’s shoulder and left 
a large bruise. After the storm passed the ground was covered about four 
inches deep and the stones were in the mud of what had been the wheat 
crop, moments before waving as high as my father’s head. All the fowl 
caught outside were killed and the stock ran through or into barbed 
wire fences. For a long time my parents were doctoring up terrible cuts 
on the horses and cattle, The wheat had been just about ready to cut 
and that year the cold weather held off and a second crop came up 
out of the mud and we had stacks and stacks of green feed. My father 
had happened to take out good hail insurance coverage or it would have 
been a regular catastrophe. 





A great many homesteads were taken out by young fellows who 
owned not much besides their horses. Their idea was to prove up on 
their land and sell it as soon as they could. It was the only chance to 
make a stake that some of them ever had. A house was required on the 
land and there were certainly some laughable houses to be seen, made 
of old packing cases and odd boards. The smell of tarpaper was well 
known. The fellows who planned to live up to the requirements more 
strictly built sod cabins. They could get the framework from poplar poles 
growing around any spring lake or slough, When one of these chaps 
climbed off his horse he would crouch down on one knee and roll a 
Bull Durham cigarette. If he didn’t smoke at that moment, he would 
pluck @ blade of grass and nibble on it, He always gave the impression 
of complete composure and good nature as he quietly and politely talked 
with you. If the sun got in his eyes, he would close one eye. When three 
or four of them got together they enjoyed horseplay. One would get 
down on all fours and another would sit “horseback” ‘on him, locking 
his legs tightly around him. Then the under man would try to buck 
him off. If the top man could stay straight up, he won, even if the “horse” 
fell over sideways. But if he slid around to one side, or forward or back, 
he was lost. If you think this is a gentle sport, try it some hot afternoon, 
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At the early day picnics at Hand Hills Lake, I don’t think I ever 
saw a swimming suit. The ladies wore dresses, plenty of dress, and the 
men wore overalls and usually something over the top half, too. The 
lunches were feasts and there were plenty of lovely shady bowers to 
set up the tables and plenty of private groves in which to change. I don’t 
believe I have ever scen a nicer bathing beach than the south end of 
Hand Hills Lake, with its gently sloping clean firm sand, the view, the 
fresh water smell, and the impression you got that soda in the water was 
turning your skin whiter. It was such a clean lake. 


Fish Lake was different. When the spring freshets were pouring into 
it the farmers would come with wagons and straw forks with wire 
wrapped back and forth over the tines, Starting at the lake they would 
wade up a little stream driving the suckers before them until the fish 
were stopped by a waterfall. Then they would shovel them out onto the 
ground and go home with double wagon box full of them. At home 
they would dry them and feed them to fowl, cats, pigs, etc. I never 
heard of any of the homesteaders eating them, but I suppose a person 
could if he got hungry enough. It was eerie, driving a team of horses on 
a jumper over Fish Lake in the winter, ‘The ice would crackle and boom 
all around and you thought you were due for an icy plunge any minute. 
Tt always scared the horses, too. 





My folks had been trying to get a school into the area, but there 
were too many childless homesteaders at that time and Hubert and I rode 
six miles to the Parr school. I didn’t dare get off my pony as I had to 
climb up on something to reach the stirrup, so Hubert had to open and 
close all the gates, and there were plenty of them. This turned out to 
be too much of an ordeal in rough weather, and my parents sold out 
and moved in to Hanna in 1913. By that time the Goose Lake Line was 
through and Hanna was a division point on the railroad. 





‘The years in the Hand Hills were happy ones for the Lane 
children, ‘The rolling hills covered thickly with prairie wool, the fragrance 
of wild roses everywhere, the mint plants and tiger lilies in the little 
coulees where the springs seeped out, the blackbirds in the poplars, the 
floppers venturing away from the mother ducks and taking refuge in 
badger holes because they could not quite fly yet although they looked 
bigger than their daddies. There were the countless hidden patches of 
sweet wild strawberries, so superior to the best domestic plants in flavor. 
The saskatoons went real well with cream and sugar. Our family made 
regular Sunday trips with the driving team on the double buggy. The 
lunch and lemonade drinking water were in tin pails that had held 
com syrup or strawberry jam. In those days when you drove through 
the country you saw, heard and smelled everything, and it was a pleasant 
experience. The Hand Hills smelled good, 


My father died in Missoula, Montana, in 1936, and my mother died 
in Stockton, California, in 1939. Hubert, Alice and I are still going strong. 
Hubert is married, has one son, James Hubert, and two grandchildren 
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and lives in Klamath Falls, Oregon. Alice is married to M. ‘A, Bruton 
and has one son, Richard Lane Bruton, and three grandchildren. ‘They 
live in Los Angeles. 1 have two daughters, Barbara Ann and Patricia 
Jean and six grandchildren, My wife and I live in Spokane. 


THE PERCY COLDWELL STORY 
ay Morven Lanz 


The P. E. Coldwells were my Aunt Minnie and ‘Uncle Percy. It was 
in 1911 or 1912 that Minnie Alice Morden visited her sister, Mrs. J. M. 
Lane, in the Hand Hills, during school vacation time. She had been a 
teacher at various schools and had met Perey Coldwell while she was 
high school principal at Vancouver, Washington. During college vacations 
Uncle Percy had helped to build the S.P.S. Railway between Portland and 
Spokane, as a surveyor, He had attended Washington State College, as 
had Aunt Minnie, but I don’t know if they were there at the same time. 


When Aunt Minnie went up to Alberta, Uncle Percy followed and it 
was not too long before they were married and moved into the house 
by the spring lake which Uncle Percy built himself, along with nearly 
all the furniture in it, Uncle Percy was a top grade cabinet carpenter 
and a meticulous workman. His homestead was about a half mile south 
of Hand Hills Lake and I remember the small sailboat he built one year, 
with its centerboard and single sail and how fast we scudded across the 
lake in it one breezy day. He took the boat back to his own little lake 
beside the house and took the mast off, It was fun catching up to a 
‘muskrat and watching his submarine evasion tactics. 





Uncle Perey and Aunt Minnie always raised some geese and these 
birds once saved his Ford car and the other valuables he kept in his 
large granary and storehouse. Lightning struck the granary during one 
of the fierce electrical storms common to the prairies; and the geese, who 
had pre-empted a comer of the granary as their own, set up such a 
hullabaloo that they wakened Uncle Percy in the middle of the roaring 
storm. He raced out half naked and doused a fire inside the granary. 


‘That Ford would have been a real loss. It had a handle you pulled 
and a rope tured the engine over to start it, like an outboard motor. I 
remember Uncle Perey getting the machine up to forty-two miles an 
hour down a half-mile stretch of rutted road and it seemed a lot faster 
than going ninety nowadays, Hubert and I rode with him through the 
Grow’s Nest Pass in that Model T in the middle of December, and in 
cone place Uncle Perey had to go up a hill backwards to get any gas 
into the motor. A combination of gravity feed and steep hills made 
motoring an adventure in those times. 


Unele Percy would cut ice on his spring lake in the cold weather 
and cover it with straw, and in the summer we would have ice cream at 
‘Aunt Minnie’s, made in a hand-turned freezer from real cream. What a 
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treat! We Lane kids had left the Hand Hills in 1913, but we lived north 
of Hanna and in the summer we loved to visit the old neighborhood. 
Aunt Minnie had a beautiful voice and a cheerful disposition and Uncle 
Percy, under his saturnine manner, had a lot of tolerance. They were 
a couple of high-principled people with warm hearts 


Aunt Minnie died in Alberta in 1946 and Uncle Perey died in 
Vancouver, Washington, in 1966. They left no children. 


MR. AND MRS, FRED WHITE, 
as torn By Bu, Warre 


Fred White, bom in Hexam, Northumberland, England; and Sarah 
Alice Scott, born near Newcastle, England, were friends in the Old 
Country. Mr, White, a carpenter, served three years in the British Army. 
He came to Calgary in 1910 to see if he could get work, later to Medicine 
Hat where rumors spread of a building boom. Sarah’ Alice Scott came 
to Medicine Hat and they were married and lived there for a few months. 
‘They moved to the Hand Hills in 1911 and took out a homestead and 
pre-emption, building a sod barn and frame house, which is part of the 
present buildings. Mr. White also helped build Blair School. 





Bill, the only child, was born in 1912. After a few years the White 
family moved to the Wigmore homestead where they lived five or six 
years. Bill rode saddle horse to Elmer School until such time as Lawson- 
bburg school was built, 








Ernst, Fred White and Bill White, 


Mr. White grew a very large field of peas one year but the project 
didn’t prove very successful. 
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One time Mrs. White, Elsie Lenfesty and Bill were driving home in 
a buggy. Near Cut-Off Coulee Mrs, White and Elsie were out getting 
fa drink, the team bolted and took off with Bill still in the buggy. He 
fell out, injuring his eye on a case of fruit, Mrs. White was so frightened 
she would never ride in a buggy again. So in 1917 Mr. White bought a 
brand new Model T on half shares with Ernie Ernst. Millers had a car 
at that time also. 





Bill remembers going to a chataqua in Delia every night for « week 
Tt was held in a tent. There was a terrific windstorm one night. Everyone 
panicked. Mrs, White had to be different—she fainted. 


Another time the Whites and Day Lenfestys attended the Hand Hills 
Stampede with two cars, but only one set of license plates. Little did 
they realize the R.C.M.P, would be checking front and back of the 
vehicles. Needless to say they were caught and each had to pay a fine. 


Mrs. White was very active in all sports and entertainment in the 
carly years, an ardent church worker and Ladies’ Aid member. Although 
the farmsite was situated on a hill, the Whites’ “green thumb” turned 
it into a beauty spot trees all around and lots of beautiful flowers 
both inside and out. Their house plants were an envy to all plant lovers. 





Mr. White farmed until his death in 1949 and Bill and his mother 
carried on. 


Bill was master of several hobbies—raising bees, canaries, tropical 
fish and fixing radios. He is a self-taught mechanic, which is very handy 
on the farm, enjoys music, is the proud possessor of the first and only 
colored television set among present Hand Hills residents. 


Mrs, White passed away in 1964. 


Bill sold the farm to Albert Moench in 1966, reserving the Ernst 
quarter; farming it in summer and residing in Newcastle during winter. 





Just a few words about Freddie Oakie, who came to stay at White's 
in approximately 1919. His mother had become widowed with seven 
children. The family had come to visit Mrs. Newman who was a relative. 
Mrs. White asked if she might take Freddie to ease his mother's burden. 
Freddie became a good playmate and company for Bill on the long ride 
to Elmer School, and stayed until he was a grown man. 


S$. H. (SAM) MeNEILL and H, A. (BERT) PEIRCE were brothers- 
in-law. They first settled on adjoining quarters in the Fish Lake School 
District, residing six months of the year on each quarter. Somehow Sam 
did not or could not prove up on his homestead so had to give it up. Bert 
disposed of his and took out a South African Script in the Lawsonburg 
district. ‘The school was built on this land. The McNeill’s obtained the 
land directly to the south, 
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Alter performing his duties H. A. Peirce left and went into the 
saddlery business in Calgary, The whereabouts of Sam and Mrs. McNeill 
are not known, 


THE MEMOIRS OF A GOLD DIGGER 


I first saw the light of day in Wellington in the county of Somerset, 
England, in the year 1900. ‘That's where I started my squealing and 
squawking. My folks kept me under wraps there for eight years. Finally 
the neighbors got sick of me and decided to run me out of the country. 
So, rather than send me out in this wide world alone, my mother, sister, 
two brothers and I, decided to take a look at Canada. My father passed 
away in the Old Country. We came directly to Strathcona, as it was 
called then—South Edmonton now. 


My mother passed away two or three years after coming out; so the 
three musketeers—my eldest brother, my youngest brother, and myself, 
had to look out for ourselves. My sister went to the States some time 
previous. My uncle came and took us two squirts out to his farm west 
of Carstairs, My eldest brother stayed in Edmonton and worked on a 
bread route until the war broke out in 1914, and enlisted shortly there- 
after. His life was snuffed out in action in a Vimy Ridge battle, so we 
were told. 


In the meantime I was having a joyous time picking up stumps after 
my uncle’s breaker had gone through the mess. 


In the summer of 1914 my uncle and I made a trip out to the Hills 
where my cousin had a homestead. We came via wagon with two cows 
tied behind. We started out in June, I believe, and arrived before the 
snowfall, In the spring of 1915 my cousin and I made a trip to Calgary 
where he bought a team of horses at Lazell’s Stock Yards. I once again 
had the pleasure of riding one of those nags, and they were both razor 
backs, so it didn’t matter which one I chose. I was splitting up the middle 
as this was all bareback from Calgary to Carstairs, then on out to the 
Hills. I was scared to sit down for three months after that—alraid of 
splitting wide open. However, all was not forgotten because I had another 
tip that fall, but this time I was riding first class—I borrowed a saddle 
from Tom Clark and was riding Golden Streak. That was a peach of a 
horse, On a good day when the turf was just right and going with the 
wind, we could do three miles an hour. 





This trip took me thirty miles west of Carstairs to bring some cattle 
out here to my cousin’s farm. He gave me five dollars to make the complete 
trip out there and back. Well, I was going to retire right then and there 
with all that money, but on second thought, I'd better hahg tough for 
awhile. I might get another good job like that, then I'd really be on 
easy street. But sad to say the chance never came. 


In 1916 I followed the old foot-burner, a good name for a walking 
plow, and put in a big crop of twenty acres or so. Then I went back to 
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Carstairs and drove a thirty-mile mail route delivering bags of mail to 
two post offices—Siebertville and Sterlingville. I would have dinner at 
the last stop, change teams and go back, picking up the first team on my 
return trip on Friday. It was that winter I did a pretty good job of 
freezing both my feet. 

In 1917 I got a job south and west of High River on the ranch of 
A. E. Cross—the AT brand. George Lane and A. E. Cross set the same 
wages—sixty dollars per month straight through, 


I came back to the Hills again in 1918 and did a little more farming 
for my cousin. I pulled out from there in the fall of 1919 and got a job 
with the Lenfesty Brothers, staying there until I purchased my little 
mansion over the hilltop on the northeast quarter of 9-26-16, Amen. 


Sruart MANLY 


Eprron’s Nore: Stuart's place was the scene of many baseball and 
horseshoe games. Every Saturday evening crowds would gather there for 
a game of fun, It was an occasion to which everyone looked forward. 
Stuart loved all sports. 


He lived only one half mile from Lawsonburg School. During bad 
storms the boys would stay overnight with Stuart, while the girls would 
be taken to Lenfesty’s place 


One cannot write about Stuart Manley without mentioning his 
beautiful singing. His bass voice has brought many a tear as he has sung 
fat church services, funerals, weddings, community gatherings, and on a 
few occasions over the radio, He also played a button accordian and 
had worn out a few in his time. 


The farm was sold to Douglas Lenfesty and Stuart made his home 
in Neweastle, until his sudden death in August of 1968, 


LEONARD MANLEY 
py Leonarp Mantey 


We arrived in Canada in the spring of 1908, landing in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia. From there we journeyed to Strathcona, Alberta. Mother 
passed away in 1913. My sister Mabel in the ensuing years married Frank 
Broderick. ‘They made a few moves finally settling at Rocky Mountain 
House where she still resides with her son Kenneth and family 


Stuart and I separated for a short time finally arriving in the Lawson- 
burg district in 1914, In due time I landed my first job with the Anderson 
Brothers—Harry, Martin, and Anton. I shall never forget the first load 
of bundles I hauled into the threshing machine, they were falling off 
‘on both sides. Was my face red! However I soon ght on. Speaking 
of threshing, when I look back over the years some falls were open and 
dry and meant a shorter threshing run, and the grade of grain was better. 
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And then the wet falls—threshing into December. How can I forget the 
bunk house; socks frozen in the morning and teeth chaitering like a young, 
squirrel, 


One incident I shall never forget—I just about broke down and wept. 
It happened on Thompson Witty’s farm late in the fall. I had purchased 
a sheepskin coat, a beauty—fully lined with a high collar. I wore it out 
one cold morning, but of course I had to lay it aside, so I put it on the 
wheel of the steamer which was @ straw burner. Well, we went in for 
dinner, Why do I tell it? You know what happened. Bye-bye coat. When 
we returned from dinner I found two or three pieces of the coat lying 
in the wheel, The fire caught the straw at the mouth of the burner and 
so spread around the machine. 


I was never bitter against the Scriptures, I believed it was the Word 
of the Living God, and would stand forever. We used to listen to the 
late William Aberhart, former principal of Crescent Heights High School 
and first Social Credit Premier. Like Nicodemus, I was stumped about 
the New Birth. However, I thank the Lord the light dawned on my 
darkened soul and I experienced the new birth while in Calgary for a 
check-up on my health. It was a privilege and a joy to sing at political 
meetings held by Doctor W. W. Gross, former Minister of Publie Health 
and Welfare, in Delia and Hanna, 





Het 
Mr, and Mrs. Nels Halverson, ‘Mr, and Mrs. Leonard Manley, 
1939. 1939. 


I had thirst for a greater knowledge of God’s Word, so I left for 
Calgary in the fall of 1938 to attend classes at the Prophetic Bible Institute, 
where I spent two terms. While there I met my wile-to-be, Lillian 
Landymore, one of the institute teachers. 


In the spring of 1940 we purchased the Jack Peet farm where we 
resided until I was offered a position with the provincial government in 
the Department of Public Welfare. This position I accepted commencing 
October 16, 1949, at which time we moved to Calgary. I held this post 
until retirement October 23, 1967. 
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Here’s an interesting note from my diary dated December 21, 1937 
—*Received from federal government-—ten pounds beans, ten pounds fish, 
ten pounds cheese”. 


‘There were several families who came to this district and either 
homesteaded, bought, or rented, but remained for such a short while 
almost nothing or very little was known about them. Their present where- 
abouts are not known, consequently very little information can be obtained, 

‘There was a family by the name of FROUTE who came from 
Missouri and rented the Wigmore farm for a few years 

‘The HAZZLET family rented and lived on the Bill Tatem farm for 
two years. 

J. WALDRIEF bought from Chester Day and sold to John Adams. 
He owned an oyster bed in the States and was said to be a millionaire. 
He was Mrs. Adams’ uncle, 

“STUBBY” WALKER, married to Mrs. Jack Miller’s sister, home- 
steaded in either 1909 or 1910, He sold and moved out very shortly after 
that. 


G. ROUCHE was another who homesteaded, proved up and left. 


MR. TEED, a bachelor, homesteaded near the Bull Pound flats and 
later came over and bought the land where Ken Brown lives now. He 
lived there three years and broke one hundred acres during that time. 
He was a carpenter and helped build King Morton’s house. When he left 
here he went to the Calgary district. 

J. S. MCCARTHY, an early rancher, homesteaded but could not 
break the land so dealt it to 

J. FENNEL, whose family lives at Delia at present, They asked 
Harry Sams to break it for them, and gave him two hundred dollars in 
advance. He had no success at breaking either, so Fennels gave the land 
up. It was purchased by Leonard Manley. 

REINHOLD LEONHART purchased @ quarter section of school land 
in 1928, He lived in Drumbeller and farmed here only. 


FAY BLANCHARD, from Bulfalo, New York, homesteaded here, 
married a Beck girl, and left mysteriously. He was a Pentecostal minister. 





BILL TATEM, a navy man for years, came from England and 
homesteaded here. 

OSCAR PEET came from England and homesteaded in the Hand 
Hills, He was killed in World War I, Fred White bought his land 

JOHN PEET, brother to Oscar, homesteaded in the Lawsonburg 
district and left when the war broke out in 1914, He passed away very 
recently. 
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MR. AND MRS. BILL HERRON came from Ontario in 1908 or 
1909 and homesteaded in the Lawsonburg district. 

A circuit minister from Delia used to drive to Herron’s and hold 
service, and then drive on to Dorothy for a service there the same day. 
Mrs. A. Clark, Mrs. Hunley and Mrs. Herron would teach Sunday School, 
and # the weather was nice the church service was held on the verandah 
at the same time, There was always a good attendance at both. 

One of the first bridal showers in the country was planned at Herron’s. 
It was for Elsie Lenfesty. It was in early spring and with the thaw the 
creeks were running full, roads were bad, very few got there. Mrs. Herron 
passed away here in 1928 and Mr. Herron sold the farm to’Sam Cottini. 


MR. AND MRS. SAM COTTINI were a most kindhearted and 
generous couple. They came from Italy to the mines in Drumheller in 
about 1920. They had two sons, and later bought the farm from Bill Herron. 


MR. AND MRS. J. GILCHRIST and family came from Scotland alter 
the war and rented the J. Peet place for three or four years. ‘The children 
rode to Blair School for awhile and then to Lawsonburg. After leaving here 
they went to Windsor, Ontario, Mr. Gilchrist was a brother to Mrs. 
Alec Clark, 





The Kollers, Marlows and Peacocks berry picking 


MR. AND MRS, MARLOW and family came to the Hand Hills in 
about the year 1927, The Lawsonburg post office was at Marlow’s for 
approximately two years when it was closed and @ rural route started 
from Craigmyle. 


RUSSELL AND JACK BRADFORD came from High River and 
had a farm at Delia, They leased the Hudson Bay land on Section eight. 


MATT BROWN came and homesteaded in the year 1909. He was 
only here for six months and met an untimely death while on a business 
trip to Calgary. His land was left to his two sisters in the States. Under 
the unusual circumstances they did not have to live on it, as was necessary, 
but they did have to break eighty acres, which the Lenfesty brothers did 
for them. 
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‘At Hand Hills Stampede Booth, 1918—from left to right: Mrs, Fred White, Bert 
Newnan {in booth}, Billy White, Mrs. Bert Newman, Ken (on counter), Mrs. 
Fred Koller, and Ethel (blowing a balloon). 


Africa where he was a junior clerk in the Standard Bank of South Africa. 
He was an enthusiastic motor cyclist and he and Rex Horner went on 
many a trip together while there. Fred homesteaded near Hand Hills Lake. 


| 

| 

| FRED KOLLER, of English descent, came to Alberta from South 
When World War I broke out, he enlisted with the famous Tenth Bat- 





Fred Koller and Bert Newman at Box Social at Elmer School. Funds raised went 
foward a new organ. 
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talion in which he served as signalman. He passed away just recently 
and is survived by his wife at Sardis, British Columbia 


DICK BELL and his family lived on the J. J. Peet farm for awhile. 


MR. AND MRS. NELS HALVERSON, from Wisconsin, purchased 
the J. Peet farm. They ran a few head of cattle while there and owned 
a threshing outfit run by a Hupman Taylor Oil Pull engine. He threshed 
for farmers over a large area, The whole outfit was sold to Alec Clark 
Jr. in the carly 1940s, Mr, and Mrs. Halverson sold their farm to Leonard 
Manley and went to British Columbia and later the States. 


RALPH FLURRY was a druggist prior to homesteading in this 
area, He and his wile were two of the carly settlers to have a piano. The 
Flurrys stayed only three or four years during which they proved up on 
the homestead, They sold out to Tom Clark and moved away. Mr. Flurry 
went back to his work as druggist 


STAN AND GRANT CLIFF were nephews to Mr, and Mrs. Flurry. 
‘They came from Ontario, homesteaded, proved up on it, and left. 


JACK INKSTER 


Jack Inkster came into this country from North Battleford, Saskat- 
chewan, and took up @ homestead 


In the early years Jack worked for many ranchers and had lots of 
experience and knowhow with horses. From several people’s recollections, 
it seems as though all of Jack’s work horses were outlaws. He bought 
up horses that no one else would buy. With his knowledge he managed 
to break them for working, He did, however, have a few serious runaways. 
On one such incident he was run over by a disc, and cut up badly. Being 
tough as he was, he survived. 


Upon looking at Jack’s face you could see a deep V-shaped scar on 
his forehead. It was a scar left by a severe kick from a horse. 


He used to ride an old black mare named Topsy. She was a mean 
one and used to kick and bite. Jack felt the force of her hooves many times 
while shoeing her, and I'm sure she felt some pain in return. 


One very cold day while Jack was bridling his horse the bridle 
slipped and swung to his mouth and froze there. Lucky for him a neighbor 
was present. He quietly led Jack and the horse to the house where 
he poured warm water on the bridle until it thawed off. 


Jack was on the go all the time visiting the neighbors by team and 
sleigh or saddle horse. He had a big black dog named “Cougar” that 
followed him everywhere. This dog was known for his ability to kill skunks 
and his presence was known immediately. 
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Mr, Inkster used to like to take the Morton children for rides on the 
Jake and used to like to upset them. On several visits to Brown's, he would 
load up his gramophone and records and entertain the family. 

Jack knew and worked with Wilf Carter before he became famous. 

Mr. Inkster farmed his land for many years. In the late forties he 
became ill and spent a time in the hospital. When he became better he 
took a taxi from Hanna to his sister’s in Saskatchewan. He passed away 
there. 

‘The land was sold to Mrs. Madge Lenfesty. 

MRS. BRIGGS came from Wales originally. She was a war bride, 
widowed after five years and four children. She was living at Calgary, 
was a school teacher, but with four very small children she was unable 
to go teaching. ‘The war pension was inadequate and it was through the 
help of a relative, Mrs, Carl Hartt, she got a job as housekeeper for 
‘Thompson Witty. ‘This was in the carly twenties. Mrs. Briggs was very 
active and well liked in community activities and entertainment. One of 
the girls, Girlie, passed away in 1931 and Mrs. Briggs in 1932. The other 
three children all went through school and moved away. 

D. S. O. B, McALLISTER-THOMSON arrived in the Hand Hills 
about the same time as Ches Day, as he lived with them for awhile, He 
came from South Africa and had been on the Town Police Force in 
Lichtenburg, Transvaal, He married Mamie McKey, a sister to Mrs. 
Chester Day, and a step-daughter of “Dad” Wallace. After the wedding 
they lived in the ‘tin house” across the road from Wallace’s. 

Mecdllister-Thomson had a homestead and a pre-emption in the 
Lawsonburg district, He enlisted when war broke out in 1914 and di 
not return to the Hills, The house which he built on his homestead is 
presently the dwelling place of the Doug Lenfesty family. 

During the 1930s the Thomsons lived in Rosedale, being employed 
around the mines there. No one ever really knew what the initials D. S. 
O. B. stood for. It is believed one of his christian names was David. 








Mrs. Thomson and son Gordon are still living, but their present 
whereabouts are unknown. 


RICHARD WIGMORE was a G.P.R. telegrapher prior to home- 
steading in this area in 1909, Mr, Venus did one hundred acres of breaking 
for him with a steam engine. 





Upon proving up his homestead Mr, Wigmore sold to the Soldiers’ 
Settlement Board and went back to work for the C.P.R, 


ALEC CLARK STORY 
ay Dianant Crank Watson 





Mr. and Mrs. Alee Clark came from Scotland and arrived at Delia July 
1, 1921. They were very disappointed that no one was there to meet 


367 























them, They had sent a night letter to Tom Clark stating they were coming 
but due to sparce population and slow means of transportation, the night 
letter arrived at Tom’s one month after they did. Mr. Murdock, the 
auctioneer, drove them out to Tom’s, ‘The Alec Clark family stayed with 
Tom, who was still a bachelor then. 


Not long after, another brother, Mac, heard via the grapevine that 
‘Alec and family had arrived. He decided to come over and visit them 
and arrived galloping on a horse; wearing chaps and a big Stetson. Mrs. 
Clark grabbed the children and ran, yelling “The Indians are coming!” 
Uncle Mac had a very hard time convincing them he was one of the family. 








In January of 1922 while Alec was in Calgary buying the Wigmore 
farm through the Soldiers’ Settlement Board, the Tom Clark house burned 
down, A small heater had been set up in the bedroom and somehow the 
fire started there. Several trunks of china, silver, clothing, bedding, wed- 
ding presents, etc, that were never even opened, were destroyed. The 
only articles saved were the dishes that were on the table, the clothes that 
the people were wearing and one trunk of Tom's which was under the 
kitchen table. It was heartbreaking to think of all the china, silver, etc., 
that was packed with such care; unpacked, checked and repacked upon 
entry into Canada and brought out here, only to have it go up in smoke. 
Mr. Clark heard about the fire on his way home and also heard one of 
the children were burned, which was not so, The children, Alec Jr. and 
Dianah, and Mrs. Clark stayed with kind neighbors; the Red Cross sent 
parcels of clothing and neighbor women sewed clothes for them. A new 
house was built in a month or so. 


‘Alec leased the northeast quarter of section thirty-three in Township 
twenty-eight and alter two or three years got a soldier's grant. 


In 1923 the Alec Clark family moved onto the Wigmore place. The 
house was very small so they slept in the barn for awhile which the 
children thought was great, That fail the house on Jack Ross’ farm was 
purchased and moved over. It was down below the Blair Hill and Mr. 
Parge and his boys moved it with twenty-one horses, The original buildings 
on the Wigmore farm were near the road, where there were lots of turtle- 
backs and it was very boggy, so all the buildings were moved east about 
a half mile. 


One year Clarks hatched and raised five hundred turkeys. That 
was the year of the grasshopper plague and it really suited the turkeys. 
‘They went great distances from home and had to be herded like cattle. 
Turkey prices were very low that fall. Alec was offered one dollar each 
for dressed turkeys. Rather than let them go for that price, he butchered 
them, froze them and the Clarks had “turkey every Sunday”. 


Dianah rode to school at Blair for awhile, then stayed at Barnes’ at 
Craigmyle, and went to school there, Finally, when the Lawsonburg 
School was built, she attended there, It was while she was at Craigmyle 
that her father broke his leg. He was rounding up the horses on a young 
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horse he was breaking, was thrown and had his foot caught in the stirrup. 
When the leg broke it came out of the stirrup. Alec sent his dog home 
with a red handkerchief around his neck, but the dog's fur was so long and 
Thick the hankie was buried in it by the time he arrived home. He went 
into the house and lay under the kitchen table. Mrs, Clark found this 





Mr, and Mrs. Alec Clark’s Twenty-fifth Anniversary. Back row: Alec Clark Jr, 
IM "Keay, Dianah Clark Watson, Bolsy Keay holding Irene Keay. Seat 
Thompsan’ Witty, Mrs. Alf Keay, Alec Clark, holding Jean Keay, Mrs. Alec Clark 
holding granddaughter, and Gladys Marshall. 






1e Alec crawled 





very odd because he was not a house dog. In the meai 
to Ringrose’s place as it was the nearest. Alec was a first aid man during 
the war and his learning and experience proved very handy. With the 
help of Mr. Ringrose he set his own leg and was taken home on a stone- 
boat and mattress. The saddle horse knew what was expected of her. 
She rounded up the horses and took them home all by herself. Doctor 
Crawford of Craigmyle came the following day, examined the leg and 
remarked he knew his nurses couldn't have done as well 


Clark had a way with all animals, He loved horses and dogs. 
He was always either training or doctoring them. One big dog he trained 
—Seotty—would bring the cattle on command, then round up the pigs, 
and even go up on a roof and bring the turkeys down. Alec was offered 
fifty dollars for Scotty but would not take it, much to Mrs. Clark's anger, 
as she knew how much they needed the money. 








Mr. Clark won many prizes in horsemanship in the Old Country, 
showing Percherons and Clydesdales which he had trained. A beautiful 
team of greys remembered by everyone—Queen and Judy, were an 
example of his ability. He did not like to see the team standing in the 
cold school barn so he trained them so that the children would let them 
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go when they got to school and the horses would go home. In the aftemoon 
Alec would send the team to school and the children would drive them 
home. One day the children were detained after school. The team waited 
and waited and finally decided to go home without them. There was much 
concern by all until such time as the team was caught somewhere on 
the road. 


Dianah remembers several times that her Dad had horses or cattle 
in slings, or poultices on their legs. One time he drove off to town and 
didn’t return for three or four days. He had been delayed at some ranch 
doctoring a number of horses that had gotten into a grain bin, Vets were 
very scarce in those days and Alec was called over a large area. 


Animals were not the only ones doctored by Mr. Clark. Alec Jr. 
broke his arm while riding. His ded set it and put it in a sling. He also set 
a collarbone for one of the Parge boys. 


Mrs. Clark was never happy with the farm. In 1931 or 1932 she 
moved to Drumheller and opened a small grocery store in North Drum- 
heller, Dianah married and moved in 1936, and then Alec and the boys 
followed. They farmed from town. Mr. Clark worked in the mines for 
awhile. He was injured seriously while there and had to quit working. 
Ill health followed and he passed away in 1941, 


Mrs. Clark ran the Midway Lunch in the Rosedale theatre and the 
dining room in the hotel there. Several years later she married Rudolph 
Shandera Sr. They are both deceased. 


Alec Jr. lives in Drumheller. He has two children who are both 
married. George lives in Edmonton, He married and had three girls and 
one“boy who are all in school. Dianah lives in Drumheller with her 
husband, Tom. Their two daughters are married. 


‘The farm is presently owned by Clarence Shandera and rented by 
Archie Diegel. 


OTTO EMANN STORY 
ay Mrs, Emann 


Otto was born in the States where his mother and father lived prior 
to homesteading in the Hilda district. While in Hilda he met Mrs, Emann 
(nee Bender), who had come to that town to visit her aunt. They were 
married and lived there for ten years. 


It was through Rudy Bender that they learned about farm land 
for sale in these parts. In 1943 they came up and bought the Sam Cottini 
farm. 


‘Two children were born to the Emanns. Harvey, who is married, has 
three children and is living in Drumheller. Leona is living in Edmonton 
with her two children. 
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Harvey and Leona rode horseback to Blair School until such time 
that they were old enough for high school. They then attended at Hanna 
and Drumbeller. Harvey attended Olds Agricultural College and won a 
scholarship there. He farmed near his father’s place until a few years 
ago. He rented the farm out and moved to Drumheller. 











Mr. and Mrs. Emann have also bought a home in Drumheller. They | 
still do their own farming. 








iloen Flett’s Shower at Madge Lonfesty’s, 1954. 







































| REMEMBER 
King Morton remembers when a casket for hi 
to-come-by price of ten dollars. 


fant son sold for the hard- 





Pe aa 
‘An early stage coach driver said he had three different fares. The first class 
patsongers rode inside the sta 

had to push. 








a ae 


Ed Bell relates that in the 1920's the farmer's rate at the National Hotel 
Hanna was one dollar for supper, bed and breakfast; and you could stay at the 
hotel for fifteen dollars a month. 





kk ok 


‘A sign, in the National Hotel in Hanna during the First World War when 
sugar was scarce, stated: "PLEASE USE ONE SPOONFUL OF SUGAR IN YOUR 
COFFEE AND STIR LIKE HELL, WE DON'T MIND THE NOISE.” 


a a ae 


A Jack Morse quote, “The antici 





tion is greater than the realization.” 


a as 





‘One old-timer, des 


jing another said, “If his brains were dynamite they 
wouldn't blow his hat off 





a aa 





When city folks came to 
fone episode struck me 

the horse 

got 


the country they 
The husband was 









a awe? 


Billy Millard relating his experiences while working on the railroad, 
and ho told how they had C.P.R. strawberries so often. For a long time 
figured it was a brand of wild strawberries, but, of course, it was referring 
to dried prunes, which I guess was a steady dessert. 


Ce ae 





These elderly folks were telling thei 
The wife said, “We listed the farm for sale 
to braise it. He told us we would bui 

he could expose of it alright.” 


ty fronds about, the farm they sold. 
real estate. They sent out a man 
yn onto the house, he was sure 
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CHAPTER VIII 


THE HORSE TRACK 
ay Juua LeneestY 


‘The Horse Track Cattle Company was formed by @ few ranchers 
in Southern Alberta in the early 1900s with headquarters at Calgary. The 
owners were Adaman, Moffat and MacGregor. In 1903 they leased ten 
sections on the north shore of Little Fish Lake which was known as the 
Horse Track; and ten sections directly west which was the Horse Track 
Lease. In this book we are dealing with the Horse Track. 





‘The company adopted the imprint of a horse's hoof, or track, for 


their brand: ao 
Cattle: Horses: 
Left Rib Right Shoulder 
oo 


The ranch was operated by different managers who were stationed 
on the southeast quarter of section eighteen; the only deeded quarter on 
the whole Horse Track and Lease, It was necessary for the Company to 
own at least one quarter in order to obtain a lease, Incidentally, this was 
a ninety-year lease. 


Shortly after commencing operations at Fish Lake they experienced 
fa very severe winter, as did all ranchers around. ‘They lost a tremendous 
amount of cattle. 


‘A few years later during an early spring blizzard a large number of 
cattle drifted onto the lake which was still frozen, The ice gave way with 
their weight and many animals were drowned, estimated between sixty 
and one hundred head 


Still another time after a very long winter, their feed ran out and 
losses again were heavy. The corrals and pastures were strewn with car- 
casses and bones. The bones were gathered up later and stacked in a big 
pile near the buildings. 


There were the good years and the bad, Meny young men from the 
d Hills and other adjoining districts worked for the Horse Track 
while proving up their homesteads. There was always lots of work there 
as the company owned several hundred head of cattle and a few hundred 
head of horses. A very large amount of hay was put up every year. 





Some time during the year of 1917 a lease inspector came out and 
demanded five hundred dollars for lease renewal. After much disagreement 
and misunderstanding the owners told the inspector where he should go 
and the lease was cancelled. The affairs of the company were wound up 
in 1918, Ed Williamson was the manager then. He married Polly Douglas 
from Lone Butte and moved away. It was stated he later succumbed to 
the flu. 
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It was just about that time the Hudson’s Bay Company was taking 
up land. The federal government took over the Horse Track, gave the 
Hudson's Bay two and a half sections of land and threw the remainder 
open to returned men for homesteading. 


GEORGE PROUDFOOT came to the district from Irricana in 1918. 
He bought the deeded quarter in the Horse ‘Track for three thousand 
dollars and also bought all of the horses belonging to the company. 
J. E. Mason, who leased some land in the Horse Track, bought the Pyle 
place where the big log house stands at present, In 1920 George Proudfoot 
bought it from Mason, moved the little shack and barn from the southeast 
quarter of eighteen and settled down. 


Mr. MacGregor came up to George’s in 1921. Between the two of 
them they trimmed two hundred horses. Mr. MacGregor worked on tails 
and George on manes. When the horsehair was sold George got one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars for it, 








Mr. Proudfoot lived in the log house for about twenty-five years. 
During that time he raised horses. 


In 1947 he sold out to Dick Cosgrave and moved into Dorothy where 
he has been mayor for many years. He spends odd winters with his sister 
in Ontario, but always comes back in spring. He will be ninety years old 
‘on May 24th, and is in good health and spirits 


Several comments from a grand old man: “The average people eat 
themselves to death; eating lightly is the prescsiption to good health and 
long life." “Most women cook their meals backwards. Pie should be 
served first, followed by potatoes, vegetables and meat.” “I'm an old man, 
lived in this country a long time, and haven’t seen a comer post set in 
right yet.” 

Anyone interested in proper corer posts is welcome to George’s 
place, he has small models which he has made. 


A visit with George is very entertaining and enjoyable. Though he 
fs old in years, he is young at heart, and has many a tale to tell. 


Shortly after the war was ended, the men in the services began 
returning home. The Horse Track was open for homesteading and one 
by one the returned men began to settle there, 


‘There was no school in the area. Those who were married and had 
families sent their children to Blair or Lawsonburg School. Most of them 
moved out by the time their children were school age, however. 


In the following pages are brief histories of the people who lived in 
the area known as the “Horse Track”, 
JAMES LAWRENCE. 


Pearl Adams and I were married near Olympia, Washington, June 
1, 1914, and came to the Hand Hills in August of the same year. ‘There 
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was a one-roomed shack on the ranch with an upstairs which housed the 
‘Adams family. Pearl and I slept in a tent until after haying when an 
addition was built on. 


We stayed with Adams’ that winter. Our first son, Ural Mason, was 
bor in March of 1915 in the house we built on, The weather was cold 
and lots of snow. I left at ten o'clock in the evening on horseback for 
Doctor Mason in Delia, a distance of twenty miles, I made arrangements 
to return with Doctor Mason by sleigh from the livery bam. Everything 
was going good; a nice frisky driving team on a frosty night and sleigh 
bells ringing, About two miles south of Cut-Off Coulee the snow was 
very deep. One horse fell off the road, the neckyoke came off and. tipped 
the cutter upside down off the road. When I got out from under the 
sleigh, I was standing on Doctor Mason, One horse was standing facing 
me pulling backwards for all he was worth, He broke away, took off 
and landed at Flett’s where he was raised, The other horse was tangled 
in the harness and tying hard to get on his feet. I got on his head as 
quickly as possible and managed to hold him down while Doctor Mason 
got the traces unhitched. 





We took the one horse and bag and walked two miles to Dad Venus’ 
farm, He took Doc on his way. I borrowed a saddle horse and went back 
to get the spoils, When I arrived there, the two fur robes were missing, 
and I don’t know to this day where they went. They cost me filty-five 
dollars. Mrs. Tatem assisted the doctor in delivering our son and we 
named him after Doctor Mason, 





‘Mrs. James Lawrence holding Ural 
‘Mason Lawrence, prize baby at Craig- 
myle Pienic—July, 1915 





Our mail came to Bill Whiting’s, who was postmaster of Lawsonburg 
at that time. A Mr. Frerkes hauled the mail from Bassano by stage in 1914. 


We moved to the Doctor Lawson farm in 1915 and had a good crop. 
After two years we moved to the Carpenter place north of Blair School 
and farmed there for three years. In 1919 we moved again—to the Horse 
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‘Track. We were the first to settle there. Our son Marshall Vernon was 
born there. We named him for Vern Pullar who acted as mid-wife at his 
birth, Doctor Ingham from Delia did not arrive until twenty-four hours 
after the baby was born, This was another long winter with lots of snow. 
Sleighs were being used by George Proudfoot up into May for feeding 
mares in the Horse Track, 


1924 saw us on the go again—this time to Delia where I worked 
for the C. East Coulee was our destination in 1929 and we're still 
here, We raised a family of eleven children, I was janitor of the school 
for over thirty years. We are enjoying retirement. 





THE HUNLEY STORY 
ay Heren Huniey 


The Hunley family moved to the Horse Track in the winter of 1920 
and settled on a farm through the Soldiers’ Settlement Board, Some of 
the children went to Lawsonburg School. Huge crowds used to gather 
at the Hunley place on Sundays. George Proudfoot used to say, “Take 
any road at all—once you hit the Horse Track—they all lead to Hunley's”. 
‘The present location of all the children is as follows: Arthur married 
Mina Montgomery, has three children and seven grandchildren and lives 
at Rocky Mountain House; Beatrice married Vern Willdey, has one child 
and one grandchild, and lives at Prince Albert, Saskatchewan; Dorothea 
married T. A. Bowhay, lives at Rocky Mountain House and has eight 
children and three grandchildren; Emerson died in Delia; Freaman passed 
away in 1957 at Fort Simpson, N.W.T. leaving a wife and three children; 
Gladys is married and lives in Victoria with six children; Helen lives at 
Rocky Mountain House and is happily single; Irene (called Betty) 
married Stan Reid, who is with the RCAF. at Dana, Saskatchewan 
They have three children; John, at Rocky Mountain House is married 
with two children; Ken, also at Rocky Mountain House, is married and 
has two children, 





Mr. Hunley passed away in 1944 and Mrs. Hunley resides in Red 
Deer. 


H. BARNES was born in England. After the war he came to Canada 
with a war bride, They settled in the Horse Track but stayed only a few 
years. One of the first Christmas trees in the district was held at Barnes’. 
They had a very small house, but the fifty people who attended had a 
wonderful time. 


‘The Barnes’ moved to Craigmyle and ran a bakery and small con- 
fectionery for awhile. Later Mr. Barnes worked for the National Bakery 
in Drumheller and finally moved to Calgary and worked for the same 
firm there. Barnes’ had no children. 
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Harry Shoults’ Grading Outfit_1922. Geo. Raisheck on engine, Ge 
and Harry Shoults on grader. Two Hunley girls watching. 





GEORGE RAISBECK came to the “Horse Track” in the year 1921, 
buying the land from the Soldiers’ Settlement Board. In the fall of 1921 
he worked on the Peterson outfit, threshing around the district. In 1926 
he married Bertha Colwell from’ the Lone Butte district. They farmed 
most of the time except for a few years when they lived in Craigmyle and 
George was trucking. In 1945 they moved back out to the farm for a 
few years and then sold their farm to Martin Vredegoor. 


‘The family of five children is as follows: Kathleen is assistant super- 
visor at Vancouver General Hospital; Don is foreman at a frozen food 
plant in Calgary; Robert, better known as Bobbie, lives in Calgary, and 
works for a transport company. He married Joan Crawford of Pincher 
Greek and they have four children; Margaret, married to Emie Evans, 
lives in Calgary with a family of five; Grant, married Mary Nicll of 
Morrin, and works for a transport company. They live in Calgary also 
and have nine children; Mr. and Mrs. Raisbeck live in Calgary as well 
where George is with the Corps of Commissionaires. 


THE ANDREW RAISBECK family moved on to the Horse Track 
in the spring of 1921, lived there a few years and then at East Coulee 
for a number of years. They had the post office there and Mr. Raisbeck 
was pit boss at one of the mines. 


Andrew Raisbeck died in Victoria in 1959 where they were then 
living. Mrs. Raisbeck now lives in Vancouver. 


There were four children in the family: Luke lives in Vancouver; 
Andy lived and passed away in Vancouver; Evelyne lived in Halifax 
before moving to Victoria; and Gordon was in Calgary a number of 
years before going to Toronto. 


JIM BAILEY bought land for which he paid nine dollars per acre 
He built a house, a bar, broke quite a few acres, and dug a well 
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Because he was unable to meet payments it was sold out from under him 
for four dollars per acre. Jim was married and had three or four children. 
His brothers Bill and Ed Bailey were in nearby districts. They came from 
Ontario. 


L. N. BEAUDRY and Mr, Bilodeau went on the trail of 1898 
together. They walked the soles off their gum boots on the way. I guess 
it was worth it. Mr. Beaudry made a good stake. He had a rooming house 
in Calgary, but things didn’t go too well so he sold it and homesteaded 
in the Horse Track. He was a very hard worker and was very independent. 
He dug a well all by himself, bought some pipes from Calgary, placed 
them down the well, cemented the well in completely and expected the 
water to rise and come up into the house. Needless to say it was a failure. 
All the effort wasn’t wasted, however. He built a dumb waiter in the 
well and kept his food down there. 


He was Fish Inspector for four years and enforced the law at all 
times, He gave favors to no one. 


Mr. Beaudry was very ambitious, One time he built a large building 
from straw and was going to raise pigs. The old sows wouldn’t stay home 
so he gave up that proj 





L. N, Beaudry passed away in Drumheller. 


BERT SMITH bought land through the Soldiers’ Settlement Board. 
He and his wife raised hogs while they were in this area. Mrs. Smith 
caught her wedding ring on a nail and pulled her finger off. Bert was 
a very good driver of horses on the road grader and he worked with 
George Proudfoot. 


Mrs, Smith was a war bride, She was also @ concert pianist. The 
Smiths had no children, 

Bert Smith died in Drumheller, and Mrs. Smith in Hanna. 

BILL GRAY—No information is available about this man. He did 
fe in the Horse Track but whether he bought or homesteaded is not 
known. He married an Olson girl. 

J. E. MASON leased a half section of land and pastured stock. He 
ought the Pyle Ranch and later sold it to George Proudfoot 

GUS AND FRANK OLSON bought two sections of land the same 
time as the soldiers homesteaded. They also owned land south of Hanna. 
‘They moved back and forth and lived at both places, A third brother, 
E, Olson, also bought some land. 

ANDY KLUMP bought three quarters of land. He was a bachelor 
and farmed alone. He had a threshing outfit and took it around the 
district. He worked for Mrs. Fennel at Delia for awhile. Andy passed 
away at the Ponoka Mental Hospital. 
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BILL TATEM homesteaded in the Lawsonburg district. Upon his 
return from the war he homesteaded in the Horse Track. 


W. G, HAWKINS was a returned soldier and homesteaded. 


ERNIE ROBINSON came from England and took out a homestead. 
He played the fiddle very well. When he got married the community 
decided to charivari them, The crowd entered the house and proceeded 
with their hilarity. Mrs, Robinson watched and then stated, “When I was 
in England I read that people out here are crazy, I never knew it until 
now”, to which Mr, Proudfoot answered, “Did you read the next chapter? 
It states most of the people around come from England”. The Robinsons 
went back to England. 


BERT EDMUNDSON homesteaded and also ran a coal mine at 
Willow Creek. 


ALEC CLARK SR. of the Hand Hills purchased one quarter through 
the Soldiers’ Settlement Board. 


By this time all the land was taken up and most of the settlers 
were beginning to sell out and move away. Some, however, who were 
unable to mect payments had to give up their land to the government 
who, in tum, put it out for lease. A lot of it was taken up immediately 
by Art Davis—a rancher living to the east. Others who leased were 
Clarence Wilson, Rudolph Shandera, the Lenfesty brothers and Dick 
Cosgrave. 





Those who bought or rented directly from the owners were James 
Francis, Clarence Wilson, Johnny Gaetz, Johnny McLean, George Raisbeck, 
Mr. Fauchs, Carl Kautz, Chris Kelm, Frank McFadden, Gerald Wilson, 
Otto Emann, Rudy Bender, William Gibson, Ben Mammel, Martin 
Vredegoor and Fred Preston, Jack Gammie purchased all of the Art Davis 
holdings and later Jim Gammie bought most of Clarence Wilson’s land. 


‘At present there are only three farmsteads in the area, They are 
occupied by the Gammie family, M. Vredegoor family and Jim and Maria 
Gammie. 


‘As the years went by the name “Horse Track” was used less and 
less. Most of the people of today have never heard of it. I'm sure in 
reading the chapter it will bring a wave of nostalgia to the older folk. 


I hope sol 


CLARENCE WILSON 


I was born at Wellwood, Manitoba, in 1905 and came to Alberta 
with my parents and one brother, Arnold, in 1910. We freighted in 
through a north route which came through Vegreville and Stettler. Un- 
fortunately the train wrecked at Vegreville and we were forced to unload 
some of our effects. The four of us drove from there with a horse and 
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buggy to what is now Drumheller; at that time it was called Greentree. 
‘The rest of our effects which were horses, wagons, machinery, ete, were 
later brought on to Stettler. There was no railroad in the Valley until 1912. 

My mother and dad homesteaded about nine miles east of Drum- 
heller. I went to school at Cassel Hill and Verdant Valley. In 1920 I 
went to Victoria, British Columbia for a visit, but stayed for the winter 
there with my grandmother, Mrs. Lowes, and attended school there 

‘The first time I came to the Hand Hills was in 1915 when I helped 
Mr. Noble bring a bunch of horses to a place north of Gottlieb Bertsch’s 
I rode bareback and then rode home again the next day. 





In the spring of 1922 Dad was short of feed and bought some from 
Jack Peet. We brought our stock up to the Peet place and I stayed there 
to feed and look after them. Later they were moved to the Innes place 
for the summer. I stayed with Frank Nelmes and it was like a second 
home to me. The following winter I fed cattle at Jack Bells. 


During the next four years I worked for different people in the Hand 
Hills: Bill Short, Tommy Smith; broke about eighty horses for Phil 
Courtney; threshed on Peterson’s outfit; worked for Fred McFadden for 
two summers; and also for Harold McNaughton. 


In February of 1928 my dad passed away and I went home to help 
out for awhile. In July I planned on going to the Peace River but worked 
for Dan Laverty instead. That fall there was a School Land Sale and I 
bought a half section of land (29-28-16) north of Fish Lake. My mother 
bought me another quarter so I had three quarters. I built a small shack 
and barn in 1929 and got some breaking done. The next year I bought and 
rented more land. 


In December, 1931, I married Gladys Peacock and we farmed there 
until we sold out in 1959. We had two sons Frank and Harold. Times 
never got dull with them around, When we branded calves they always 
liked to ride a cow or two. One time when Harold came out on a cow 
she got quite smart and crowded the fence. When Harold got off that 
cow he didn't have much pants left. When the boys were small they had 
five or six shetland ponies to ride. One time when we were all going 
riding, Frank let his young shetland go into a slough. All of a sudden it 
decided to roll. Needless to say Frank was wet from top to toe. 








‘We did our farming with horses. Some of them were small cayuses 
but we did lots of work with them. I used ten of them on a six-foot tiller. 





We sold our farm to Jim Gammie in 1959, bought a house in New- 
castle and tried city life. But farming was in our bones, and we moved 
back out to the Hills. This time on the Martin Martin place. We farm 
the Doctor Lawson homestead and raise a few cattle. Frank, his wile 
Funice and their four children, farm in the Rainbow district; Harold 
married Alice Gammie, they have two daughters, Louise and Patsy. They 
all reside and work with the Gammie family. 
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CARL KAUTZ and family came from Brazil to Medicine Hat in the 
spring of 1928, and the same fall moved onto the Bannick place. During 
the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 they lived on the Hunley place on the 
Horse Track. The younger children, Oscar, Matilda, Freda, Carl and Ted 
attended Lawsonburg School. Albert and Ema were out of school by then. 


From here the family moved to Endiang and finally to Chilliwack, 
British Columbia. 





HE JACK GAMMIE STORY 
sy Jack GamMir AND Fanny 


I was born near Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1889. 


Before homesteading I worked on telephone line construction at 
Gladys Ridge which was thirty miles from High River. The foreman was 
a South African War Veteran. A number of boys went into Calgary and 
came back with news about homestesding. They told me that for twenty 
dollars I could file on land. I could even name the exact location. And 
this I did. I was not twenty-one at the time. 


T bought some lumber and food and hauled them out to the Lone 
Butte area, It was raining like blazes and I hed a terrible time finding 
the stakes, I unloaded my supplies and made a make-believe shack 


Mr, and Mrs, Owens were good neighbors. I used to get water from 
there, Mrs, Owens showed me how to make pancakes and biscuits 


I proved up and stayed on the homestead until after the big prairie 
fire that went through. My house was saved, as we burned the grass 
around it before the big fire came. It was situated on a hill which helped, 


I went out then to try to make some money. I worked on the Bassano 
Dam and the Main Irrigation ditch. I had purchased two big steers from 
the Moench’s in the Hand Hills, and my neighbor, Peterkin, worked my 
land with these steers. 








When I figured I had made enough money I went back to my home- 
stead. I fenced the land, broke two hundred acres and drilled @ well. T 
rented some land from Joe Robb and from Tindle. I bought a good outfit 
and threshed for a lot of the neighbors. 


‘The next two winters I worked in British Columbia. I worked on the 
construction of the bridge on the Thompson River. Then I went to 
northern British Columbia and worked in a logging camp with Vic 
Bartman. I was the butcher for the camp. 


I had my first experience with snowshoes then, we went thirty-five 
smiles the first day. You certainly have to learn how to walk in them, 

I went back and farmed for awhile, but things were pretty dry and 
didn’t look promising. I sold out and moved to Rosebud in the spring 
of 1927. On one of my return trips to Lone Butte to bring my threshing 
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machine, I met a lovely girl, Agnes Lanktree had come from Ontario to 
visit her aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Patton. She really took my eye 
and as the roads were rather bad for travelling I was in no hurry to 
return to Rosebud. Agnes and I were married June first, 1927, and I 
took her back to Rosebud with me instead of the threshing machine. This 
incident caused many a hearty laugh, 





Mr, and Mrs. Jack Gammic 


Our five children were born and raised in Rosebud. When the boys 
were grown up they decided they wanted to go ranching instead of 
farming. Alter inquiring around we learned about the Art Davis Ranch 
which was for sale, In 1953 we bought and moved onto the ranch. 


‘Things went quite well for us here. We took the good years and 
the bad. Our children, now grown men and women, have been with us 
all the time; all but Gerald, the oldest, he is out on his own, He is at 
Hussar. Fred is single and is at home; Jim married Maria Vredegoor and 
they live nearby on the Clarence Wilson place; Alice married Harold 
Wilson, They live and work with us, They have two lovely daughters, 
Louise and Patsy, and we are proud of them; Billy is also single and at 
home with us. 


Eprror’s Nore: Mr. Gammie was killed in a traffic accident in the 
district in the spring of 1967. Up until the time of his death he was able 
to help with the farming operations, especially at haying time. He used 
to ride the rake every year. He was always available to drive into town 
for repairs, etc. Mr. Gammie was a kind old gentleman. He loved sports, 
especially hockey. He was never too busy to do a favor or just sit and visit. 





‘THE MARTIN VREDEGOOR FAMILY 


‘The Vredegoor family is one of the latest families to move’ into the 
district. They came from Keppel, Holland, in 1957 to Mr. Vredegoor’s 
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brother at Picture Butte. There the whole family worked on sugar beet 
farms for three years. It was very hard work and long hours. 


‘Through Ted Buns, a nephew by marriage, they learned about land 
for sale in these parts. Mr, Vredegoor came and looked it over and in 1960 
he bought it, It was the George Raisbeck farm. The whole family came 
out that year. 


‘The Vredegoors farmed in Holland so they were familiar with the 
occupation, They milked cows for awhile, now have cattle, hogs and grow 
grain, Three years ago Mrs. Vredegoor visited Holland for five weeks. 
Both she and her husband plan another visit soon. 





The five younger children drove their own sub-van to meet the 
regular school bus at Doug Lenfesty’s place. The last few years the Elmer 
School bus drives to their yard. 


There are seven children in the happy family. Anne married Frank 
Amendt. They have two children and all live in Hanna. Maria is Mrs. 
Jim Gammie. They farm directly north of Gammie’s. Martin Jr. is at 
present planning to work his way through the States. Diane is a school- 
teacher at Regina, Agnes, her husband Danny Martin and wee baby, 
live at Wimbourne. They are also farming. Everard is employed in south- 
ern Alberta; and Tony aitends high school in Hanna. All of the children 
were born in Holland. It was a happy day for the Vredegoors when they 
received their Canadian Citizenship papers. Anne and Martin Jr. were 
unable to attend so do not have theirs. 





FISH LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 


As one can see by the map this district is mostly lease land. Very 
few people ever lived in this area, When the pioneers came they were 
told “to stay away from those hills”, so they homesteaded on the more 
level land. The very rolling land was not suitable for farming so it was 
left for grazing. 


A very early rancher, J. F, Code, came in with a large herd of cattle 
but lost most of them during a severe winter. He moved on when the 
homesteaders started coming in, (See story in Dalkieth Section.) A neigh- 
bor of Code’s, Jim Dalby, built a monument in honor of Rancher Code 
—made from irons, tires and tin, It is still standing, but a shame to say 
cattle are using it as a rubbing stone. 


“The few homesteaders in the area were: W. H. Knapp, J. C. Plow- 
head, H. Peirce, §. H. McNeill and A. T. Bell. The Peirce and McNeill 
land ‘was taken over by Ernie Peacock, while the Knapp and Plowhead 
holdings were purchased by Ernie Cuddie. These two farmers were the 
only ones in the entire area for a good many years, and for the last ten 
or fifteen the only resident has been Don Cuddic, (For E. M. Peacock 
story see Elmer School Section.) 
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Bob Black, Albert T. Bell and Ed Bell 


Mr. and Mrs. E. Cuddie came in the fall of 1916 and rented from 
Knapp for four years. During that time he made improvements such as 
‘a new house and a good producing well, In 1920 Mr. Cuddie bought the 
land. The children Don and Jean were born and raised there and attended 
North West School. There were several homesteaders to the east. Mr. and 
Mrs, Cuddie and Jean moved away and Don managed the farm and 
ranch by himself for several years. He married Madge Preston and they 
have five children, four attend Homestead Coulee School. Don raises 
cattle and does some farming. There was never any school in this district. 








School Days, 1938—Don and Joan Cuddie 
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Jean Cuddie—Tom Booth Wedding, 1950. Mr. and Mrs, Cuddie on extreme right 


‘The Ogilvie Lease was purchased by Harry Cowan who came from 
Ontario. The family consisted of two boys and one girl. In 1930 he sold 
this lease and purchased another dircetly south in the area of abandoned 
homesteads. One of the boys—Bert—lived there for quite a number of 
years. 


Art Davis came from the Lloydminster district looking for grassland 
for his cattle. The Cowan lease was just what he wanted and he quickly 
bought it and trailed in his cattle. He built a good dam on Fish Creek 
and also built a big barn from cement and lumber. 


In 1953 Jack Gammie and family took over the Davis Ranch and are 
present owners. The Miller Lease is now property of Dick Cosgrave. 


‘The owners of the remaining areas of land can be derived by careful 
study of the map. The histories of most of them can be found in other 
sections of the book. 



















































| REMEMBER 
‘When we stacked the hay we used a haysweep, with a team at each end to 








II it and sweep the hay ahead of it to the stack, then up the slide where the 
Ray was dumped above the stack. Lawrence offen would drive = partially broken 
horse on this implement. This was s great placo fo use them, because if one 





decided to run away, he would turn the opposite ond team straight away to 
they'd be pulling against each other. It was comical fo see the horse running 
away, all in one spot. 
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harness, water and feed those 


Every morning, noon or night, we had to 
jing barns, usually on the week- 


woyk hore, and the unforgetable task of cl 
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When our haying was strictly done with horses. | always did the 
ing. When Darlene and Merle were tiny tots, Lawrence fastened a box on 
front of the rake beside me, for them to ride in and sleep in. At sleepy time 
T would lay them in the shade of the stack. 
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All that stooking behind the binders, and how pretty the fields looked 
after the stooks were al big task of pitching loose hay onto: 
racks and then stacking ‘slow procedure! Just fo make it more 
interesting, the swarms of crawly flying ants found you on top of the load or 
stack. 
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Did you know? The Hand Hills Lake was supposed to have medi 
at one time, The high soda content besides being good for washing helped heal 
Sores, rashes and itch. 
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When Mrs, Flett and Mrs. McDonald loaded the season's wool into their 
democrats, and took it to the lake to be washed. The children would 
run about in their bathing suits, swimming or playing in the sand while the 
‘women scrubbed the wool. No soap was needed as the soda water was a natural 
jent. It was then hung on bushes to dry while everyone went in search of a 
nearby strawberry or rose hip patch. 

















Those big outfits of horse 
to build roads. It was thrill fo see just one man handling th 
those horses instantly obeying the flick of the reins and the master’s voice. 
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back in 1923, the Hanna Herald was full of information telling of the 
‘of the pit type silo. Forty years later the 






advantages 
finally caught on in this area. 
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The J. J. Miller lease is now under the name of R. Cosgrave. The other sections 
of land are explained quite clearly in. the stories. The Hand Hutterite 
Colony has bought a lot of this part of the Hills. The east side has been partly 
included in the Parr section of this book, as it belonged to Parr first 

The mile along the west side has been included in the Lawsonburg district for 
convenience in boundaries. The names included therein are, Lanes, Coldwells, 
Walkers and Millards stories, 





| REMEMBER 
Some reprints that appeared in old news 


‘was thrown fo the street. The horse continued its 





and 
dash down the street for 
feral hundred years, then stopped of its own accord.” 
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“Charlio and Mary, who have been featured together in three previous 
pictures, are tarred together again. 
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“The bride was gowned in white lace. The bridesmaids’ gowns were punk. 
The whole color scheme of the decorations was punk, At the wedding Mrs. 1. 
sang, ‘O Rest in the Lard’ accompanied by Mrs. L. P. 
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(Here's a recipe | wouldn't recommend): "Blend sugar, flour, cocoa and salt. 
Add eg: , cook until creamy in a double boiler. Stir frequently. Add rest 
Of ingredients. Mix well and serve chilly. Funeral eervices will be held Thursday 











‘afternoon at two o'clock, 
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buggy, so when they arrived at 
night. He let her'go into the shack where 
ou ready to go again?” 



















jome. She figured is was just another resting 
place. It didn't look like much of a home to her 
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One pretty young school marm found herself the object of much attention 
by the local boys. One memorable evening three of her admirers arrived at our 
farm on the same evening to She entertained them with delight. What 
girl doesn't enjoy having three boy friends? However, as the minutes and hours 
ticked on it became obvious that none of the three wished to be first to 
Perhaps they had a premonition that the ones who left first would lose out 
the teacher. Finally, at 2 very late hour two of the boys Taft for home on the! 
saddle horses, probably cursing the one who didn’t have the sense to go home at 
a decent hour. They were right. The one who stayed was successful in his suit for 
the lady's hand. They were married about a year later and lived happily ever after 
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When we wrote an exami 
‘month too? 





n every month and had a report card every 
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CHAPTER IX 


DALKEITH SCHOOL DISTRICT “4141 


‘These following stories have been told to me and I have written 
them to the best of my knowledge, If any mistakes appear in your story 
it was done probably by a misunderstanding on my part. If so, 1 am 
very sorry, but please bear with me as it was certainly not intentional. 
‘Thank you all, it was a real pleasure to work with you and I certainly 
appreciate your cooperation. 

Frances Peacock Morton 


WHAT'S A FARMER? 
‘What is @ farmer? 


He must be engineer enough to run $70,000 worth of machinery, 
and blacksmith and welder enough to fix it. He must be economist enough 
to know when to buy and when to sell and bookkeeper enough to spot 
the weak points in his operation 

He gambles on the weather and prices. He must be veterinarian 
enough to spot livestock diseases, castrate pigs, or stick a bloated cow, 
and plant pathologist enough to recognize and solve crop diseases problems. 








He doesn’t have to be a chemist, but he needs to know what his 
soil fertility level is and what is in fertilizer formulas. He must know 
nutrition to properly feed his livestock and fertilize his crop plants. He 
needs to know the herbicides, fungicides and insecticides that will safe 
guard his crop and yet be safe to the consumer of the food and fibre he 
produces. 


He doesn’t have to be @ diplomat, but diplomacy will help convince 
his wife that a new tractor will increase profits enough to buy her a 
dishwasher. 


He doesn’t have to be a psychologist but it might help to keep his 
children on the farm when the city boys go fishing. A farmer today is a 
combination capitalist, a day laborer, and a manager. 


He must have brains enough to make many decisions each day and 
brawn enough to toss around bags of fertilizer and bales of hay. Along 
with this he must have intestinal fortitude enough to be able to walk 
into a bank and ask for a $20,000 loan without batting an eye. 


DALKEITH SCHOOL 


In the winter of 1923 the people of the district woke up to the fact 
that they had twenty-five school-aged children in the area, and no school. 


‘They decided to call all the parents together at Fred Doering’s home 
to see what they could do about it. The vote was unanimous that a school 
was needed, 
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Carl Hartt, Fred Doering and Perey Coldwell were appointed to see 
the school inspector about it, At this time they found out that there 
wasn’t enough land there to form a school district. It was suggested that 
they go to the Parr school board and try to obtain one mile along the 
west side of the Parr district as they had been given this extra mile when 
their district was formed. 


A meeting was called with the Parr school board but they wouldn’t 
agree to it, This led to a meeting of the ratepayers of both districts for 
a vote on it. The inspector chaired the meeting and when the votes were 
cast it was a tie, The inspector had to cast a deciding vote and he voted 
with Parr to keep that mile 

This got the district really determined to get a school. Immediately 
they got in touch with the Department of Education in Edmonton and 
told their case. A man was sent down to look into the situation. He 
called a meeting of both districts so as to listen to their complaints and 
to find out how many children there were in each home. 

When it was all strained down most of the complaints came from 
the people who had no children, but just were afraid their taxes would 
be raised. 


‘The Edmonton official said the children had to be considered and 
gave the mile that was needed to form a school district. Even so, Dalkeith 
turned out to be one of the smallest, if not the smallest school district 
in the province. 





Dalkeith School-Left to right, top row: David Bannick, John Yasman, Arthur 
Bannick, Sam Doering, Elsie Yasman, Eda Bannick, Hilda Yasman, Frances Pea- 
cock, Adeline Doering, Bottom row: Ray Hartt, Stanley Hartt, Reinold Kelm, 
Lillie Kelm, Rihle Bannick and Ella Bannick 
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‘The bids for hauling the lumber for the school were open and Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Doering were given the contract. Mrs. Doering said that 
it was less than one hundred dollars but she couldn’t remember exactly. 


During the summer of 1924 the school was built and it opened in 
September for classes. 


‘The community effort was wonderful. During the next ten years 
or s0 all the people in the district turned out in full force to do any work 
that had to be done. This consisted of fencing, hauling coal, repairing 
buildings, ete., all done frce gratis to save on taxes. Some recall that the 
janitor was paid five dollars a month. 





In the “bad” years when the majority of the people couldn’t pay 
their taxes our school kept above board by receiving tuition from some 
children such as Frances Peacock, the Millers, Briggs and Wittys from the 
districts with no schools yet. Tuition was paid for them by the govern- 
ment and this helped to pay the teachers’ wages. At that time the teachers’ 
wages were around four hundred dollars a year, 





‘The highlight of the school year was the Christmas concert. A lot 
of time and work were put into them by the teacher and pupils but 
it really was a worthwhile effort. It was a real good experience and 
training for the children, giving them some confidence in speaking to 
the audience. Everyone seemed to come and enjoy themselves, even the 
bachelors. Then, there were the sports days, debates between the schools, 
and ball tournaments, which were very interesting and entertaining. 





‘There was never much trouble at our school. Dalkeith was blessed 
with a number of excellent teachers. Here is a list of them through the 
years the school was in operation: Miss Neilson, Miss Jones, Miss Cameron, 
Mrs. Lehrman, Mrs. Watson, Miss Minnie Wise, Miss Mildred Sims, Miss 
McDonald, Miss Owens, Miss Rose, Miss Burke, Miss Moore, Miss Wilson, 
Miss Dorothy Gibson, Mr. Collins, Miss Williams, Miss Marian Barv. I 
hope I haven't missed any. 


Well the school served its purpose very well and as the pupils grew 
up and moved on, so did the school, Our school was closed and moved 
in 1944 to a district south after their school burned. ‘There it was used 
until schools were centralized. 


THE BAES STORY 
by Manrty Bars or Hanna 
‘The Gottlieb Baes family came- from South Dakota to Calgary in 
the spring of 1913, purchased their homesteading papers, and moved 


during the summer to the part of the Hand Hills later known as the 
Dalkeith district. 
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Mrs. Harrison and Mrs. Bannick are their two daughters. Fred Baes, 
one son, married Emma Schotisneider of Dowling, Their children were: 
Marie of Vancouver, Joan of Famonton, a set of twins, Fsther of B.C. 
and Leonard, a carpenter, who lives with his mother and father at Grand 
Forks, B.C. 


Martin Baes, another son who lives in Hanna, can recall many 
interesting events. Once he was driving eight or ten horses on the grader 
to level the race track for the first Hand Hills stampede at the J. Miller 
ranch, He says he worked many days when they built the Hand Hills 
Club House; he also helped in the building of the chutes. “Of course”, 
he says, “that was when I was single and was my own boss!” All the 
work was donated to a good cause. 





In 1923 Martin married Bertha Bossert of Endiang. They moved 
onto the Lane place and lived there for a few years, then they moved to 
Mrs, M. Kelm’s place. A few years later they bought a farm at Endiang. 
Now they live in Hanna. 


‘They had three boys and one girl. Freda Baes Wasiliwski, a nursing 
aide in Drumheller Auxiliary Hospital, and lives in Drumheller. Albert 
lives on the Baes farm near Endiang. Edward is an electrician at High 
Level and Rainbow Lake for the oil companies. John lives in Calgary 


EMANUEL BANNICK 
ny Berr Bannick or NacMine 


Emanuel and Christina Bannick came from Russia to South Dakota 
in 1907. They stayed in South Dakota six years; while there four boys 
were born. From there they moved to the Hand Hills, due to the windy 
weather of the Dakotas. They and their family lived there some eighteen 
years. 





‘They raised thirteen children; seven boys and six girls. They are all 
married and live in various places in Central Alberta and British Colum- 
bia, There are fifty-two grandchildren and fourteen great grandchildren. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bannick celebraicd their fiftieth wedding anniversary in 
1961. 


‘They retired in Kelowna, B.C., and lived there for thirteen years. 
Mr. Bannick then moved to Hanna and passed away in July of 1968. 
The only other Bannicks that have passed away are: Mrs. Bannick in 
October, 1964, at the age of seventy-five, and Dave, their fifth son, who 
died in 1953. 


‘This is just some of the Bannick family. 


G. BANNICK 


Mr. G. Bannick came to homestead in the district at the wonderful 
age of seventy-five. With no buildings on the place, he had to make a 
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house. He dug a hole and hauled water to it; he then mixed some clay- 
like soil and dry grass with it to make real thick mud, and built walls 
for the house, This mud house was still standing until this winter of 
1967-1968 when cattle rubbed the last of it down. 


SOME EARLY HOMESTEADERS 


‘The following homesteaders are also worthy of mention, but not 
much information was forthcoming about them. I'll list some of them 
whose names I have heard, but whose stories I do not know: H. Griffin, 
Alf White, Harry O’Brien, Joe Wragg, Mr. Wyler. 


THE EMMANUEL BURGEMIESTER STORY 
py Frep anp TERESA 


Emmanuel Burgemeister, his wife Magealene, whom he married 
in 1898, and their family came from Washington, U.S.A. to Olds. In 
1910 they moved near Hanna and took up a homestead on the Southwest 
‘Quarter Section 10, Township 30, Range 15, West of the Fourth Meridian. 


‘They moved with all their stock and belongings and drove oxen. 
‘They drove to Castor for supplies; this journey took three days to make. 
Two or three families would go at one time. One of these trips Fred 
fell asleep and fell off the wagon. One of the men on the caravan spanked 
him and told him not to go to sleep again. 





Like many other homesteaders, their first homes were made of sod. 


The children in this family were Christina, Emma, Fred, Ida, Martha 
and Emil, In 1914 he married his second wife, Teresa, and the children 
from this marriage were Freda, Sam and Teresa. Several children died 
in infancy and since there were no cemeteries they were buried on one's 
‘own property. This was another one of the many hazards of living in an 
undeveloped country. 


In 1922 he married Mrs. Kelm and moved to the Dalkeith School 
District and retired to Hanna in 1936. He passed away on April 5th, 1949, 
at the age of seventy-three years. 





Like all families, this family is spread to various parts of the cou 
and their married names and places of residence are as follows: ‘Tina 
Knauft and her husband, Jud, farmed for many years south of Hanne, 
and are now retired and living in Hanna, Emma Kern and her husband, 
Howard, farmed and operated “Kern’s Dairy” north of Hanna, Emma 
passed away in 1963, Fred, his wile Emma, and family live on a farm 
south of Hanna, directly north of the homestead which Fred owns and 
farms. Ida Meyers and her husband, Cecil, live California, U.S.A. 
Martha Glover and her husband, Charlie, reside in New Westminster, 
B.C. Emil and his wife, Olga, farmed in the Dalkeith School District until 
his death in 1936. Freda Pregitzer and her husband, Henry, farmed in 
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the Watts District until their retirement several years ago, now they 
live in Hanna, Sam and his wife, Jan, and family live in Sardis, B.C. 
Teresa Faechner and her husband, Bill, live in Hanna (not retired). 


EDWIN CLARK 
sy Ep Brut 


Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. Clark homesteaded in the Hand Hills in 
1909 on the south half of 9-29-15-4. They originally came from the 
eastern states, They were real pioneers, as I believe they told me one 
time no two of their five children were born in the same state, They 
pioneered in Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and Dakota before coming 
to Alberta. 





Mrs. Clark was a very fine musician and she taught music. Mr. 
Clark had a wonderful singing voice. So it would seem only natural 
that some of their family were very musical. 


Robert, their oldest son, was a musician from a young man until 
retirement as a member of the President's U.S. Marine Band. 


A son, Alfred, homesteaded the west half of 4-29-15-4, but now 
lives in Vernon, B.C. 


‘Their daughter Katie (Mrs. McLeod) is living in Calgary. 


Their other two sons, Miles and Harvey attended the Hand Hills 
Lake school and later Parr school, Miles became a musician too, but 
first he had other ideas. He wanted to become a top-notch brone rider. 
He started his career around the corrals and two years and several score 
of broncs later he rode into the money at Calgary, Medicine Hat, Moose 
Jaw and in the western states. He also was a contestant at the Hand 
Hills Lake Stampede. In 1926 he became a member of the U.S. Marine 
Band and remained until he was retired about three years ago in 1964. 
He lives in Laurel, Maryland. 


After the family moved back east Harvey lost his life in a drowning 
accident. 


Mr. and Mrs. Clark both passed away several years ago. 


THE CODE STORY 
ay Finptay Cops of Carson 


My father, John Boyd Code (known as Jack Code), was among 
those who first settled in the Hand Hills. He was bor in 1876 in 
Ontario, In 1892 the Code family moved out to a farm seven miles east 
of Red Deer. 


Jack Code, being the second oldest of a large family, decided he 
wanted to go ranching. He and the next oldest brother, Elias, started 


397 


























a small ranch at Delbure, but in 1900 or 1901 the land around there 
was being taken up by homesteaders, so Jack decided to move farther 
east to more open land, 


He and his brother Duncan took out logs on the flats of the Red 
Deer River between Nevis and Red Deer in the winter of 1900-1901. 
‘They had these logs sawed into lumber at a small sawmill then operating 
on the river. 


In the spring of 1901 they made this lumber into a large raft and 
loaded it, with a wagon gear, harness, mower and rake, cook stove and 
tent. Shortly after the ice went out they started down the river. They 
had quite a bit of trouble with sand and gravel bars, but they managed 
to keep the raft in the main stream. By the end of the third day they 
reached a point close to where Dorothy is now. Here they ran up on a 
large gravel bar and were unable to go any farther. 


‘They met a rider from a ranch on the river and asked him to ride 
out and find Elias Code, who was bringing horses across country from 
Delburne. They unloaded the raft onto a wagon and drove up into 
the Hand Hills. 





With the lumber from the raft they built a shack at the end of 
the Hand Hills Lake. I believe that is where Jack Code took out his 
homestead. The nearest people were the Millers, Jack, Mel, and a sister. 


‘The first winter that Jack and Duncan were in the Hand Hills they 
went to Stettler for supplies, and later shipped cattle from there, 


As Jack was fair cook he took on the job of roundup cook, and 
had this job for several years, The roundup in those days was a joint 
effort where several ‘ranchers joined together in the fall to gather the 
cattle. One year we had to gather all the cattle and dip them for mange; 
hold them for a number of days and dip them again, 


‘Things went well for the Codes until the winter of 1906-1907. They 
had put up quite a lot of hay and stacked and fenced it, several miles 
from where they lived. Winter came early with lots of snow and bitter 
cold weather. They were unable to get the cattle to the feed stacks as 
most of them drifted away in the storms. In the spring when they were 
able to get a count, they had only about a third of the herd left. Some 
cattle survived by eating bark and small shrubs in the coulees, others 
followed horses that pawed down through the snow for grass, and left a 
small amount for the cows. 





‘This was the beginning of the end of ranching in the Hand Hills 
The next two years saw a lot of homesteaders come in. The Codes sold 
out in the fall of 1909. Duncan went back to the family farm at Red 
Deer and was still farming there when he passed away in 1949. Jack 
Code took up South African Script land at New Brigden, north of Oyen, 
in 1910. He joined the 187th Battalion in 1915 but was discharged in 
1917 due to loss of sight in one eye. 
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ck married Flora McEwin in 1918 and they had three children: 


Finlay, Betty and Dunean, In 1923 Jack Code and family moved to Red 


Deer and then to Carbon in 1928. Jack is presently survived by Finlay 


Code of Carbon and Duncan Code of Calgary. 


THE DAN DOERING STORY 
rou By Mrs. Ips Mout anp Ruporpx Dorrinc 


Mr, and Mrs. Dan Doering and their infant son, Rudolph, came from 
Russia to Odessa, Washington, U.S.A., in 1900, In 1908 Mr. and Mrs. 
Doering, Rudolph, Ted, Ida, Pauline and Hilda came to Mayton, Alberta, 
by train. This is near Olds. 


‘The pioneering urge got the better of them again in 1910. They 
bought from Edwin Clark in the Hand Hills, later Dalkeith school district, 
for twenty dollars an acre. 


‘They sold their farm in Mayton in May and since they had a full 
line of machinery (for those times) they put the crop in for the man 
who bought their place. In return for this work the man was to take 
his team and wagon and help the Doerings move their household goods 
and machinery to their new place. 

Emma was born at Mayton so they now had a total of eight in the 
family moving homeward toward the Hills. 


It took them approximately a week to move from Mayton to Munson 
crossing, Just alter they crossed the river it started to snow quite heavily 
so they camped. It turned into a bad blizzard. When it subsided in a day 
or so there was six feet of snow around their tent and wagons. It took 
six horses on each wagon to pull them out of the drifts, It was slow moving 
in the snow so they travelled for two or three more days before they 
reached the homestead site, 


‘There being no house on the site they set up their tent in the Kelm’s 
yard for the summer until the men could get a house built. 


‘They recall that there was quite a lot of rain that summer as the 
tent sure did its share of leaking. Ida said, “It seemed to me we had to 
hang the bedding out to dry every morning” 


‘The Doerings milked cows and made butter in those days as it was 
one way to help make ends meet. At that time butter was not very 
expensive. ‘There were reports of it being as low as nine cents a pound. 


Two other children were born in the Dalkeith district. ‘They were 
Sam and Adeline. 


Mr. and Mrs. Doering have passed on, Rudolph lives in Hanna; 
Ted passed away in 1958; Mrs, Adam (Ida) Mohl lives at Hanna, Mrs. 
Ted (Pauline) Leimert lives at Ponoka, Mrs. John (Hilda) Rea lives in 
Calgary, Mrs, Oto (Emma) Pahl of Hanna, Sam and Mrs, Adeline 
Weich live in Calgary. 
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‘The Hutterites own all that land now but the home quarter, which 


Mrs, Hilda Rea holds, 





FRED DOERING STORY 
sy Mrs, Frep DorRing 


Mr. and Mrs. Fred Doering and family came from Mayton, Alberta, 
to that part of the Hand Hills later known as the Dalkeith school district, 
in the year 1919. They bought the Alf Clarke homestead. 


Mrs. Doering lives on the farm yet with her son Ed and daughter 
Edna and son-in-law Archie Diegel. She celebrated her eightieth birth- 
day on December 25, 1967, and she still takes an active interest in her 
housework and gardens. 





She recalls a few incidents that seem to be very interesting. One 
day while out helping her husband hay, a very nerve-wrecking experience 
took place. Ed was only four months old at the time and she had him 
asleep beside the haystack. A four-year-old neighbor girl staying with 
them thought Ed would be thirsty, so she decided to give the baby a drink 
out of the gallon jug. Of course all she succeeded in doing was giving 
Ed a good, cool bath and nearly drowning him. One other time Ed was 
asleep in a box so the girl piled hay beside it until she was able to roll 
him out of the box so she could play with him. 


She recalls when she could buy seven large cans of tomatoes for 
one dollar, and when eggs were five cents a dozen, not even enough to 
pay for the freight in those times. 


In 1932 Ed went to Olds to help thresh, His wages were two dollars 
and fifty cents a day. While there a man hired him to break up the land 
where the Olds Agricultural Buildings are now located, He was paid a 
dollar a day and his board. He slept in a tent and came home on December 
15th. 


Julie and Fred Bierle came to stay with the Doerings and helped 
them for a few years while Mrs. Doering was hospitalized for so long, 


Ed was Santa three times in one night during the Christmas season. 
He says he remembers orchestras playing until daylight for only six dollars 


Mr. and Mrs, Doering had a family of six children. Two boys 
passed away before they came to the Hills and Elsie passed away in 1928. 
Ed lives on the home place, Mrs. Oscar (Annie) Martin lives in Hanna 
and has one boy and one girl. Mrs. Archie (Edna) Diegel lives on the 
farm and they have one girl and two boys. 


CARL HARTT STORY 
ay Mrs. Cart Harrr or EDMONTON 


Carl Hartt came to that part of the Hand Hills, later known as 
the Dalkeith school district, to homestead in the spring of 1914. He later 
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bought land from Alf Clark across the road; and then moved over onto 
that place. 

Hanna was not listed on the map at that time so he got a railway 
ticket to Munson, as that was the closest they could figure out to his 
location. 


He filed on the homestead that summer. This homestead had been 
filed on by someone before, but had been abandoned so it was open again 
for the taking. 


He built a shack and spent that winter there working part time for 
the people who hed bought his uncle’s place. 


He broke some of his land the next summer working for neighbors, 
too, until the following winter. He then went to Winnipeg to work as a 
machinist in the C.N.R. repair shop. In the early spring he was transferred 
to Moose Jaw, to work in an ammunition shop making shells for use in 
the war. 





He hired some crop put in on his homestead the next 5 





ing. 
In August he got his hand smashed in the ammunition shop so he 
returned 10 his homestead. 


My (Mrs. Hartt’s) folks came to the High River district in 1910. 
We farmed there for two years before moving to Calgary. 


In the spring of 1915 I went out to the Lone Butte district to my 
sister's, Mrs, Guy Hartt, now Mrs. M. Harbourne of Manning, Alberta. 
I spent most of the summer working for mothers who had new arrivals. 
It was this summer that I met Carl. 


T went back to Calgary for the winter and the next spring we were 
married there, We returned to the homestead and lived there until 1941 
when we went to Calgary. Carl worked in @ gun shop at Ogden until 
1945. Then we returned to the farm until 1954 when we sold the place 
to the Hutterites; we then moved to Edmonton where we all reside now. 


Stanley, Mary and Robert are married and live close to us in 
Edmonton. Ray works on the Northern Alberta Railroad repair gangs 
and lives with us during the winter. 


‘This is the where, when and why of the Hartt family. 


Some of my memories go back to the times when we worked from 
sixteen to eighteen hours a day. Those were mighty long days! 


T remember, to0, the different times when we were away from home 
and were caught in some terrible blizzards, The big problem was tying 
to find our way home, Those were anxious times for us, as well as for 
those waiting at home for us to arrive. But for all this, it was a good life 
and a great experience. 
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THE EMANUEL KELM FAMILY 
ay Linu Kerm Morncu oF CraicMyie 


‘The late Mr. Emanuel Kelm, with his wife, migrated to Odessa, 
Washington, U.S.A, in the early 1900s. There, three of his children were 
born, namely Gottfred, Emma, and Albert. In 1910 they moved to 
Alberta and settled one-half mile north of where the Dalkeith school was 
later built. Because there were no schools close by at that time the older 
children were deprived of the education that is every child’s right. 





Having lost his wife a few years after coming to Canada, Mr. Kelm 
with a family of small children, was married to Mrs, Yasman of Walsh, 
Alberta, in 1918. She, too, had been widowed and left with three small 
children. 


In the years that followed Mr, Kelm was predeceased by two of his 
children, Albert and Bertha. The family then, in 1920, consisted of Mr. 
Kelm’s four children, Gottfred, Emma, Simon and Reinhild, Mrs. Kelm’s 
three children, the Yasmans, John, Elsic and Hilda, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Kelm’s child by their second marriage, Lillie. 


How proud those parents must have been when a neighbor, George 
Alspach, taking @ census, was quite astounded to learn that there were 
Kelms and Yasmans living there, He thought it was all one family. 


There is no need to go into the lean years and the hard work, as 
I'm sure all the oldtimers share those same memories, A few though, are 
still more vivid—some good, some painful—the well matched, spirited, 
driving team, the big horses that were used for the field work, the new 
DeSoto car that was bought at Mr. Noble’s garage, where Jim Dove is 
now located. 


Our pride was the family farm, even the endless whitewashing of 
the old mud farm buildings, and the pride in the painting of the new house. 


‘Then there were the never forgotten trips for, or to, the doctor, 
sometimes in the middle of the night when father’s painful attacks 
occurred. 


In 1936, after many years of ill health, Mr, and Mrs. Kelm with their 
youngest daughter moved to Hanna. The two younger sons were left to 
run the farm with the parents still lending a helping hand when needed. 
Later on Mr. Kelm helped out at the Co-op Lumber yard in Hanna. 


On June 27, 1951, Mr. Kelm passed away in thet Hanna Hospital 
at the age of seventy-four. A very strict, God-fearing man, but a just and 
loving father, he had the love and respect of all his family 


A few years later Mrs. Kelm was married to Wendelen Moench of 
Craigmyle and after a very brief five years was left a widow again. She 
is now remarried to William Walker, formerly of Chilliwack, B.C. After 
spending two years in B.C, they moved back to Alberta and are living at 
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Medicine Hat. Mrs, Walker will be celebrating her 78th birthday on 
September 19, 1968. The oldest son, Gottfred Kelm, with his wife Alma, 
resides at Hanna; and their two children, George and Violet, are both 
married. George and Linda live in the States and Violet (Mrs. George 
Sneath) and her husband and family are at Spondin, Emma Kelm, losing 
her first husband Otto Sulz, by whom she had two sons, Wallace and 
Howard, is married to Dan Sieppert and they are living in the Parr 
district. "They have one son Clifford, living at home. Howard, with his 
wife Bette and family, are living on a farm at Hanna. The oldest son, 
Wallace, was killed in an accident. Simon Kelm, with his wife Linda, 
resides at Botha and their son Melvin and daughter Betty Jane are also 
married, Melvin and Pat and their family live at Stettler; Betty with 
husband Alan Clement and family are in Edmonton, 


John Yasman and his wife Leah live in Hanna. They have two 
married sons: Raymond and his wife Marcia and family in Edmonton, 
Vernon with his wife Susan in Hanna, a married daughter Sharon with 
her husband Gary Hickle and family at Roselyn. Their younger son, 
Larry, is at university in Edmonton and Dianne is going to school in 
Hanna. 


Reinhold Kelm, losing his first wife Christina by whom he had one 
son, Harold, is now remarried, He and his wife Elsie and son Gary still 





Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel Kelm 
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live on the family farm, The older son, Harold, is working at Grande 
Prai 








Elsie Yasman, formerly married to Steven Moench, by whom she 
had three daughters, Noreen, Janice, and Valerie, is now remarried to 
John Holderness of Botha where they reside. The two older girls, Noreen 
and Janice, are both married. Noreen with her husband Claude Lapointe 
and family live in the Kitchener, Ontario area; and Janice Andrus and 
son Brian at Red Deer. Valerie is still at school and living at home. 








Hilda Yasman is married to David Deering and they are now 
residing in Medicine Hat. Their family, Eugene, Dolores, Frank, and 
George, are all grown up and married. Eugene and wife Ann and family 
live on the home farm at Whitla, Dolores with her husband Leonard and 
family live at Acadia Valley. Frank and his wife Margaret and family 
live in Medicine Hat. George with wife Norma and family live in Toronto. 


Lillie Kelm, the youngest daughter, is married to John Moench and 
they live on the Moench family farm at Craigmyle. Their eldest daughter 
Myrtle and her husband George Pruden live at St. Albert; and their 
younger daughter Marilyn is in her last year of high school and lives at 
home. 

T'm sure if one wished to put into print all the memories that come 
to mind, one could fill a book. As I am no author I hope these few lines 
will evoke a few memories of a good citizen, his wife and family. 


REINHOLD KELM STORY 
orp py Reinoup an Exsit Kenw 


Reinhold has remained on the original Kelm homestead, also has 
the Martin Kelm place and the Burgemeister farm all as one unit now. 


His first wife Christina passed away leaving him with one son 
Harold, who is grown up and working up north. 





He remarried and has another son Gary. His wife Elsie came from 
Poland and can certainly tell a very interesting and heart warming story 
of her life there. She can keep you entertained for hours telling of terrifying. 
experiences she suffered before coming over here. 


She said she, with lots of others, had no homes and had to work 
hard for a boss in exchange for a little shelter and a crust of food. The 
shelter consisted of a sort of shed with a little straw scattered on the dirt 
floor, no heat or blankets. A few scraps of food from the boss's table. 
Sometimes they were so weak and sick they felt unable to go on, but no 
fone could loiter, They never had baths or change of clothes for months, 
so the diseases and filth was almost unbearable. 


She finally heard about Canada where life was a lot easier. She 
said it sounded too good to be true as they knew no other life but poverty 
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with never any money to their name. It took a long time of sneaking and 
hiding at nights to get to a relation who was able to give her some 
assistance and fix up a passport for her on a boat to Canada. 


Now, she couldn't talk a word of English so she had many worries 
ahead of her yet. Many of us can’t even imagine the anxious moments and 
trials she went through even after she landed in Canada, 


She says she is so grateful and thanks God for her lovely home and 
family here in Canada. 


MR. AND MRS. MARTIN KELM 


‘Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kelm and the Emanuel Kelms came over from 
Bessarabia in 1903 to Odessa, Washington, where they farmed for seven 
years, They came to Maple Creek, Saskatchewan, where they stayed for 
two months and then came on to Alberta. ‘They spent one month in the 
Mayton district before coming to the Hand Hills in the spring of 1910. 


Each family bought three horses and six cows from their brother- 
in-law, William Piahl, and trailed them over to their homesteads two 
miles east of Hand Hills Lake. They lived in a tent at the farm of rela- 
tives, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rust, for two months until the menfolk were 
able to build houses on their farms. 


‘The oldest child of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kelm, Ottila, remembers 
her aunt, Mrs. Emanuel Kelm, being lost in a blinding blizzard in the 
month of June while hunting for the milk cows one evening. Luckily 
she stumbled on to the buildings but the cows were summerfallowed 
until morning. 

The Martin Kelms raised nine children, the oldest of which, Mrs. 
Ottila Sieppert spent her first few years in Bessarabia. She remembers bring- 
ing wine from her grandfather's farm over to her father’s place. Mrs. 
Sieppert’s family is mentioned in the Sieppert story 

Matilda married Gus Martin; they have three children and live in 
Saskatchewan. 





Bertha married Gus Berreth at Beiseker; they have two boys and three 
girls and now farm at Dalroy, 

Crist married Ema Kautz, a neighbor girl, and they farmed in 
the district for several years before moving to Hanna where they now 
reside, 

Lydia married Art Sauter; they farmed at many different localities 
before finally buying a farm at Airdrie. 

Sam married Hertha Kautz and they have four boys; Allan, Glen, 
Bryon and Pat. Glen and Bryon have been prominent players in Hanna's 
Minor Hockey program. 
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Albert married Nina Berreth and they live at Calgary after farming 
at Didsbury for some time. They have one daughter, Lois. 


Sophia married Albert Smith; they have five children and live at 
Balzac. 


Fred married Lyla Banco and they now live in Calgary with their 
three children. 

The three boys, Sam, Albert, and Fred, were all fine baseball 
players and played ball with the Hand Hills team in the late thirties 
and early forties. Sam owned a Model A Ford coupe for some time and 
this vehicle chased many a coyote around Hand Hills Lake besides trans 
porting the family to and from dances, baseball games, picnics, ete. 


Mr. Martin Kelm died in 1920 and Mrs. Kelm died in 1936. 





MR. AND MRS. ROBERT KAUTZ, 


Robert and Bertha (Schmidt) Kautz were born of German parents 
in Bessarabia, Russia. They grew to adulthood and were married there 
on January 24, 1924. 


In 1925 they migratcd to Brazil. The ocean voyage took twenty days 
so they were delighted when they saw land, They found work on a 
coffee plantation and stayed there for one and a half years. Their small 
child died of a tropical disease while they were there. 


Encouraged by Robert’s sister to come to Canada, they made their 
second big move from St. Paul, Brazil, to New York. ‘This journey took 
seventeen days and then another five days on the train to Hanna, 


‘They spent the first year in Canada working for Alex and Albert 
Pfahl; and the first harvest season at a farm near Medicine Hat. They 
then rented a farm for three years and later bought a place four miles 
north of this in 1931, 


‘This farm was just three hundred and twenty acres of poor pasture, 
no buildings, well, or cultivated land. A house that more resembled an 
overgrown. grain bin was moved in; four horses were used to break the 
land and a few milk cows supplied some money for groceries. This was 
how their life in the Hills started, 





Gradually their lot improved and by 1956, when they sold their farm, 
it consisted of five deeded quarters and some lease land. They had a fine 
farmstead with painted buildings and up-to-date machinery 





Bertha remembers driving a six-horse outfit plowing in the spring 
and being thrown sky high when the plow hit a submerged rock, 

In 1957 they moved to Calgary where Mr. Kautz passed away in 
1962, Mrs. Kautz still resides there. ‘They have four children living; 


Hertha Kelm of Hanna, Hilda Slack of Calgary, Ivan of Blairmore, and 
Melita Grant at Bashaw. 
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JAMES PARR SLEETH 


James Sleeth, a nephew of George Black, came to the district in 
1911 and more-or-less grew up in the George Black home. 


Parr school was named after him. He homesteaded in the Dalkeith 
school district when he was old enough to take out papers. 


He drove the stage around the year of 1916 or 1917. Archie McCrae 
held the contract for the stage lines but hired James as a driver. 


‘This story is told about him, When he was a young fellow he was 
riding a young green brone trying to herd cattle. He wasn't having too 
much success as there was a haystack and the cattle kept going around it. 
He finally had to put some more effort into it, at which the brone 
objected and it took to bucking. Apparently the brone won on that round 
fas James found himself at one end of the haystack and his spurs and 
boots at the other. 


He now lives near Vancouver. 





W. MILLER 


He came to homestead in the south half of 27-28-15 in the southern 
part of Dalkeith district, date unknown. He only stayed a year or so. 
He was @ middle-aged, very distinguished appearing man with a chin 
whisker. His destination after here is unknown to us. 





MR. SIBBICK AND DAVE REEVES 


“They came to the Dalkeith district in the carly days of homesteading 
and took up homesteads side by side. They came from the Brooks area 
where they were contractors on the reserve there. Mr. Sibbick was a 
cabinet maker and later retired to Hanna. 
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1 REMEMBER 
When | came as a bride from the city to the prairies, of course | had 
to order groceries to last a year like the rest. Being new at the cooking 
business, | ordered fifty pounds of pepper too. Lots of sneozing there! Remember 
those cold winter mornings when the water was frozen in the water pails and 
often on the stove too! Oh boy, weren't those floors cold on the bare feet when 
‘we were told to "hit the floor” in the mornings. 








ar aes 


(Our fond memories of those cuddly, soft, back-x 
a ae 


Those scratchy, blotting, straight 
still try to keep our books neat and tidy. 





19 feather mattresses. 








ipping pens we had to use in school, and 
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‘Those winters when we rode to school throe miles in temperatures 40 to 50 
deareot below zero. Our books and lunch were hanging from our shoulders in 
canvas bags. 
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Going to Christmas concerts three or four times a wee 
had their program and Santa Claus visited them all. Mr. Peacock was our 

‘while | went to Dalkeith. It was so warm in those outfits, that 
le cold each year, as there was no place fo change except outside 





Every school 












the cold 
tk ok 
How all the childron hung their biggest stocking on Christmas Eve. 
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The Rawleigh wagon used to come around a couple of times a 
run by a Mr. Hartt, better known as Old Man Hartt. He was ver 
children as he always had gum and candy fer all of them, whic 
real treat. 
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In the “30s” during the drought, vegetation of any sort was so scarce thes 
were a fow sayings coined about those years. Some said that the crops were 10 
‘Short that the gophers had fo wear knee pads because they had to get down on 
their knees to reach the crops. Others said that the grass was so scarce that the 
‘gophers had fo pack a lunch between blades. 
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When the Russian thistles and tumbling mustard rolled across the prairie, then 
piled against fences and corrals until they knocked the barricade down, then’ went 
merrily on their way in search of another fence. 











ee aed 


408 








had 
bor 
and 
fen 


and 


> 50 


hool 
that 
side 


1 the 


here 
the 


then 
went 























PARR = SCHOOL pistRict NO. 2429 
| or T —T 7 
' ! y Howane | D. 
AL MIRAE i Haney Breunce [Srevsce! Leics] 





1 
B--- 


ae ee 
































f 
O. Askenon ' G. Alsercn | F Broken 
1 1 ' i) 
1 fe] g u 1 
i] i] i) i) 
f wea. 1M. | 1 
A.Campaei. |IMeRac yMeLeau | T. Byers A. Pubvart 
| ! ' 
--- 3 ---|--- aes eee 
! Wa LM | ! 
ACombocu, |[MiRac {M*Lean |] D. Folie A. Pudvat 
1 H i \ 
1 iA i i 
7 a ae saa | 
6 'G.Bue 1 pt i 
Buck | Lease i) IMeRac | Wracs B. Howe 
1 4 ' ' 
_ - 34---|- — Ss— -S|--- 36---|--- 3!---4 
' 1 1 
G. Butex | 3. Luyeson | R: Wap 
Leage i ; i 
f cc] i 1 
T 7 1 1 
\ | ' Iw 
G. Bupcw 6. Ble \ c 
vepe u on Ny. Mopae Moore ( Dreasc 





c. IN, 
Moore |!Diexson| 
’ 



























































































































































409 





























‘Another four sections on the west side of the district were originally in the 
Parr district. The Dalkeith map includes these early homesteaders. See Dalkeith 
District Story. 


The following list of settlers moved into the Parr School district after the 
original homesteaders. 
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CHAPTER X 


PARR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
conrniautep sy Ep Brut 


PIONEERS OF THE PARR DISTRICT 


This part of Alberta was surveyed in 1908 and opened to homestead 
in 1909. 


It required a lot of courage and optimism to bring a family and 
settle a new land which was seventy or eighty miles from a railroad. 
All lumber and supplies had to be hauled from Bassano or Castor, a four- 
or five-day trip with horses. There were no towns, no schools, no doctors, 
and no hospitals. It was just an endless prairie with wails winding around 
sloughs and through coulees with no bridges. Many miles had no trails 
until the homesteaders made them by bringing in their supplies for building 
and their implements for farming. The early ranchers called them the 
Sod Busters but in reality they were Empire Builders, and many of their 
descendants have become prominent in their vocations and professions. 


George Gowan was the first to establish @ ranch on the Bull Pound 
Creek in 1905. His cattle grazed from the Hand Hills to Berry Creek, 
across what was later to become the Parr district, In 1906 George Black 
moved in and built near a spring just off the Hand Hills, and established 
a ranch right in the heart of what became the Parr School district. 


In the early 1930s when the municipalities in a large portion of the 
drouth area of Alberta went bankrupt, this land became what is now 
the Special Areas. Approximately seventy per cent of the land within the 
Special Areas became tax recovery land. The Parr School on section 
2-29-15-W.4th was on the border of the tax recov land. There is no 
tax recovery land in that part of the Parr School district west of section 
I, but east and south from section 1 and including it, the area is all tax 
recovery land with the exception of three one-quarter sections, Joe 
Wragg’s homestead and P. J. Fowler's homestead and pre-emption 








‘The drought and depression of the 1930s split the Parr district almost 
down the centre, The west half remained a farming community whereas 
the east half, with a few exceptions, is grazing land leased from the pro- 
vineial government. Today, hundreds of head of cattle graze on the land 
that George Gowan's cattle grazed on sixty years ago, All that remains 
of the homesteader’s dreams are the old cellars, the barren acres he 
cultivated that produce little of forage value, and the caragana Reg Breen 
so aptly describes in his poem, “A Homesteader’s Broken Dream”. 


A HOMESTEADER’S BROKEN DREAM 


He thought he'd found a 
In the days of long ago 
And promised, as the years sped by 
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That fonder he would grow. 
He built his castle in the air, 
He worshipped at her throne, 
A love for her so beautiful 
Would melt a heart of stone. 


He tilled her sod and planted trees, 
He loved that fertile soil, 

His cattle fed upon her breast, 

To him it was not toll 

A bride he brought to share his home, 
‘And children came to bless 

That verdant little homestead, 

All his world was happiness. 


| 
| 
| 


‘Then came the hungry thirties 
With not a drop of rain. 

A cruel wind tore at his roots, 
It left a barren plain. 

A cloud of dust rose in the air, 
Choked out the tender wheat; 
Against the whims of nature 
He cringed alone and beat. 


He fought against the elements, 
Those weary dust filled years. 

The only moisture on that farm 
His good wife’s futile tears. 

‘The wind and dust and blizzards 
Had broken that stout heart, 

‘And from the land he loved so well 
He loaded on his cart 


‘The few possessions that he'd saved 
From those weary years of toil. 

A broken heart and memories 
Were buried on that soil. 

Now thirty-five years later 

As I sped across that plain, 

Upon new Highway 36 

I saw his plight again, 


You sce, he left a monument— | 
That hardy pioneer. 

If you will stop and look around, | 
You'll see it very clear | 
For dotted in that arid plain 

‘That stretches south from Henna. 

A few green sticks of hardy bush 

The lowly caragana. 
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‘They stand and pay a tribute 

To that hardy breed of man 

‘Who grew that tiny windbreak 
‘When this province first began. 

A homestead shack, a grove of trees, 
A heap of rock that share, 

‘Are just a fond reminder 

Of the hopes he buried there 


py Rec BREEN 


GEORGE BLACK was an adventurer who left Ireland to see the 
world. After working his way across Canada, he joined the Klondike 
gold rush and spent four years in the Yukon freighting with dog teams 
and river boats. According to available reports he was beyond the Arctic 
Circle much of that time. 


When he returned to Edmonton he homesteaded at Leduc, but always 
wanting to see over the next hill he took a job freighting with Frank 
Morris. On a trip east of the Hand Hills he camped at a spring where 
he saw thousands of acres of unsurveyed land with ranches from fifteen 
to twenty miles apart, and George decided the area looked like a worthy 
place to establish a permanent camp. In 1906 he moved camp from Ledue 
to the present campsite where he built a house which his son Bob calls 
“home” and keeps as Bachelor’s Hall. 


In less than three years from the time George Black had settled at 
the spring, his dream of the wide open spaces was shattered by the arrival 
of the surveyors. The land of the Indian ahd bulfalo was marked off in 
townships, ranges, sections and quarter sections, To George Black these 
appeared to be backyard garden plots. However, George accepted the 
inevitable and homesteaded the plot of the spring and camp site which 
was the northwest quarter of section 34-28-15. He applied for a grazing 
lease on several sections and developed his ranch where the homesteaders 
were always welcome. There was always open house at the George Black 
ranch, but it took George some time to get over the fecling that every 
time he stepped off his front porch he was trespassing on someone's 
garden plot. 


Mr. Black had corresponded with a lady in England for some time, 
a Miss Eliza Ann Cocks. After his ranch was well established arrange- 
ments were made for her to come to Alberta, They were married at Shep- 
pard and Mrs. Black came to the homestead in February, 1911, to carry 
on the tradition of open house and hospitality; to make a home and raise 
a family, There were three children: Robert George, William Sydney and 
‘Agnes Margaret, who were soon reduced to Bob, Syd and Mag. They 
attended the Parr School. With years of hard work, thrift and careful 
management, Mr. and Mrs, Black built their ranch until it was well- 
stocked with high quality Hereford cattle and Percheron horses. 
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In 1919 Mrs. Black lost a sister in Michigan, Mrs, Amelia Francis, 
who left her three children, James, Nicholas and Harriet Amelia, an 
infant. Mrs. Black volunteered to take the family and care for the baby, 
so James Francis brought his family from Michigan to make their home 
at Parr. 


Mrs. Black now had six children, all under nine years of age, to be 
cared for. There were no power washers, no refrigerators, no electric 
power and no bake shop within a day’s drive. All the water for washing, 
scrubbing and cooking, had to be carried from a spring. Cooking, baking, 
washing, preparing school lunches for the older children and caring for 
a small baby would have seemed sufficient, but Mr. Black and a hired 
man were also to be accounted for. Mrs, Black had been well trained for 
the task as her own mother died when Mrs. Black was seventeen and 
she had raised six younger brothers and sisters before coming to Alberta. 








After the First World War and a few dry years, the price of cattle 
dropped to near zero and feed became a problem; but George Black 
managed to feed his stock and improve his herd. In early March of 
1926 he became suddenly ill and was taken to the Hanna Hospital where 
he passed away a few hours later. In the account of George Blacks 
passing the editor of the Hanna Herald paid highest tribute to a friend 
to all, a good neighbor and successful rancher of the Parr district. 


Just fifteen years after leaving her home in England, Mrs, Black 
was left with the responsibility of operating a ranch and providing for 
a family. Mrs. Black accepted the challenge and remained on the ranch. 
After the family were grown and married except Bob, she stayed on the 
ranch and kept house for Bob until she was past ninety years of age 
She passed away in a Drumheller hospital at the age of ninety-three, a 
very remarkable record. 





‘The old house that George Black built sixty years ago which was 
Mrs. Black’s home for fifty-five years and at present is Bob's home, also 
has a record—its doors have never been locked, 


Bob Black is the only descendant of the homesteaders of the Parr 
district to remain a resident of the district. 


AGNES MARGARET BLACK married Ford Sullivan and they had 
three children: George, Patricia and Kathleen, who are all married 
George, in partnership with Jack Galarneau, operates a business in Hanna 
called the Hanna Auto Specialists. Several years ago Ford passed away 
from burns received in a truck accident. Margaret continues to reside in 
Hanna and has clerked in a store for some time. 





WILLIAM SIDNEY BLACK operated the B.A. Service in Hanna 
for about fifteen years after leaving the farm, He passed away suddenly 
at his home in Hanna in early March, 1968. His daughter, Jean, lives 
in Drumheller. His son, Billy, lives in Calgary. Sid farmed the Henry 
Griffin homestead before moving to Hanna. 
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JAMES PARR SLEETH came from Ireland about the time this part 
was surveyed, approximately 1909, and made his home with his uncle, 
George Black, until he was old enough to take a homestead in the Hand 
Hills. His homestead was the northeast quarter of section 9-29-15. 


‘When the post office was established at Archie McRae’s residence 
on the southwest quarter of section 2-29-15 and a school was built on the 
southeast quarter of 2-29-15 which was Malcolm McLean's homestead; 
it was necessary to find a name for both. In honor of Jimmie the post 
office and the school were named Parr. 


Jimmie Sleeth also worked on the Billy Campbell ranch at Dorothy 
and the Lawson ranch at Hussar prior to homesteading. In 1915 he sold 
his land to Alf Clark and moved to the Garden Plains district, then to 
Castor, and next to Irma, At present he is living on a small farm near 
‘Vancouver. 


‘After the pioneer ranchers, George Gowan and George Black came 
to the district, the first settlers to bring their families to homestead in 
the Parr district were Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Campbell, Mr. and Mrs, Dunean 
McRae, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wragg from Glamis, Ontario, and Mr. and 
Mrs. E. J. Clark from Langdon. Also from Glamis were Malcolm Mclean 
and Frank Brocklebank who came in 1910. Soon these family homes 
with their young people became the centre of all social activities until 
a school was built and a post office established. 


MR. and MRS. DUNCAN MeRAE homesteaded the northwest quarter 
of 36-28-15. In the Duncan McRae family there were Archie, Norman, 
Mrs. Belle Wragg, Mrs. Mary Downs, Florence, and Elizabeth called 
Bessie, 


ARCHIE McRAE known as W. A. McRae, homesteaded the west 
half of 2-29-15, He was probably the best and most widely known of 
all the homesteaders of the Parr district. 





Archie McRae and A. J. Campbell were the first to arrive and 
locate land for a group of people from Glamis, Ontario, in 1909. The 
first post office was at Archie McRae’s residence. Archie held the first 
contract for hauling the mail to Parr with a team of horses. Nearly 
fifteen years later he hauled mail to Parr, Lone Butte, Burlield, Fraserton 
and Foreina with a one-ton Ford truck. He was secretary of the first 
school board and a partner in the first steam threshing outfit. 


His wife, Helen, was a sister of Mrs. John Iverson. They had two 
children, Ethel and Cecil. Helen passed away in 1952. 

Archie bought grain for the Alberta Wheat Pool at Richdale for 
nearly twenty-five years. 

NORMAN McRAE married Beatrice Beck of the Hand Hills, They 
were blessed with four children: Stanley, Harvey, Rita and Roddy. Rita 
is now Mrs, Yerex. 
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Norman homesteaded the north half of 25-28-15, A few years later 
he leased a school section and a Hudson Bay section where he grazed 
cattle, 





About ten years after they homesicaded at Parr, Mr. and Mrs. 
McRae moved to the Hand Hills, Norman traded his homestead and 
pre-emption to Mr. Whittaker for a livery and feed barn in Craigmyle. 

MR. and MRS. A, J. CAMPBELL and four children, Merton, Cora, 
Duncan, and Douglas, settled on section 3-29-15. They were one of the 
first families to move into the district after it was opened for homestead 
in 1909, 

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell soon became active in church and Sunday 
sehool work as soon as the school district had been organized. Mr. Camp- 
dell was chairman of the first school board. Cora Campbell, one of the 
first pupils of the Parr School, was the first resident to become a school 
teacher. 


When Mr. Campbell bought Ole Aakrann’s four oxen, he hired 
Norman McRae to drive them. In 1914 Mr, Campbell ented the land 
to Donald Sinclair and moved to Delia where he helped to organize the 
Delia town council. They lived at Endiang, Richdale and Hanna at 
various times. In the years the land was not rented, they would move 
back to the homestead where they were always welcomed by their old 
friends and neighbors. 

During the First World War Merton Campbell joined the Canadian 
Army where he served until the end of the war. 








‘Mac Mclean, Olie Aakrann, Norman Mclean, George Alspach (approx. 1920) 
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MALCOLM McLEAN was one of the first settlers to homestead 
in what became the Parr district. Malcolm settled on the east half of 
section 2-29-15, The Parr School was built on Malcolm McLean’s home- 
stead, on one and one-half acres of land which Malcolm donated for 
that purpose. 

About two years after Malcolm arrived from Glamis, Ontario, his 
brother, NORMAN, came to the district. Norman bought school land 
at Parr and made his home with Malcolm. They were proficient farmers, 
very efficient operators, neat housekeepers, active in social life and the 
U.F.A,, and keenly interested in politics 





Malcolm and Norman kept Bachelor's Hall at Parr until they sold 
to Alex Johnson and retired to Calgary where they now resiae, 


MRend MRS. JOE WRAGG, the latter being the former Belle 
McRae, homesteaded the northeast quarter of 36-28-15, They farmed the 
Harry O'Brien place a few years and the John Iverson holdings. Mr, and 
Mrs, Wragg were very active in the community. Mrs. Wragg was @ 
member of the local W.C.T.U. There were four children; Wilson, Elsic, 
Archie and Bert. 


FLORENCE McRAE married ALFRED CLARK and they home- 
steaded the west half of 4-29-15, He soon bought more land, the north- 
east quarter of 32-28-15 and Jimmie Sleeth’s homestead, the northeast 
quarter of 9-29-15. 


They were progressive, sociable, and contributed a great deal to the 
development of a new district. Alf was a good farmer, usually producing 
better than average crops. He was a skillful boxer and was active in all 
community affairs. 


Alter selling to Fred Doering in 1919, Mr. and Mrs, Clark moved 
about for several years. They moved to the Solon district, operated a 
furniture business in Hanna, a butcher business in Scapa, and eventually 
moved to Dawson Greek, British Columbia, where Alf was in the real 
estate business acting also as mayor for several years, In 1967 they retired 
in Vernon, British Columbia. 





Their son, Gerald, a doctor, is a very prominent psychiatrist living 
in Philadelphia. Their daughter, Shirley, Mrs. Garth Campbell, lives in 
Prince George, British Columbia, 

BESSIE McRAE married FRANK BROCKLEBANK and they home- 
steaded the south half of 7-29-14. They had three children: Chester 
Phyllis and Ronnie. 


Frank was a partner in the Big Four threshing outfit where he was 
engineer for several years, He was a good farmer, a friendly neighbor 
and an efficient operator. 

In 1924 Frank and Mrs, Brocklebank left the Parr district to buy 
grain for the Alberta Pacific Elevator Company at Halladay, Rose Lynn 
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and Delia, Then he was appointed travelling superintendent which posi- 
tion he held until his retirement in Lethbridge a few years ago. 


GEORGE ALSPACH homesteaded end pre-empted the south half 
of section 12-29-15. George soon fitted into the social life at Parr, and 
was recognized as a good farmer, a neat housekeeper and an excellent 
carpenter. He enjoyed plowing a straight furrow and building a straight 
fence. He also kept very good horses and equipment. George operated 
his farm efficiently for nearly thirty years, then selling to his nephew, 
Norman Alspach. 














Floyd Alspach, Harry Struble, and Stringer fa 1920 
HARRY STRUBLE homesteaded the north half of section 12-29-15 in 
1909, coming west from Ohio. Mrs. Struble arrived in 1916. Harry was 


a member of the Municipal Council for several years and they both 
took a keen interest in all community affairs 


Albert, Nellie, Florence and Harry, Junior (known as Haddy) were 
born, raised and attended school in the Parr district, After Mr. and Mrs. 
Struble retired in Calgary, Harry, Junior continued to farm the home 
place until 1967 when it was sold to Gene Hutchison, 





Albert, residing in Calgary, is married and they have two daughters 
During World War II Albert was in the Royal Canadian Air Force. 


Nellie, Mrs. Boyd Wardlow, has resided at Mayerthorpe for several 
years with her family. 
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Florence, Mrs. Newsome, lives in British Columbia with her family. 
Harry, Junior resides in Calgary at the present time. 





Harry Struble, June Paulson, Tom Byers, John Iverson and George Alspach in 
1910 

HOWARD STRUBLE, Harry Struble’s brother, homesteaded the 
northwest quarter of section 7-29-14. After proving up his land, he eventu- 
ally took up residence in California, where he spent the remainder of 
his life. 

ALEX McRAE came to the district from Okotoks and homesteaded 
the north half of section 10-29-15. His son, Jack, homesteaded in the 
Normandale district. They moved back to Okotoks alter proving up on 
their land. Jack wes back for a short visit in 1916. I have never heard 
anything of them since. 

‘There was a MR. N. D. DICKSON who homesteaded the east half 
of section 30-28-14 which would be the southeast corner of the Parr 
School district, according to Harry Struble’s record, 

Mr. Dickson didn’t stay in the community very long. Norman 
McRae was one of his nearest neighbors and Norman has no knowledge 
of where he came from or where he went. 

MR. and MRS. DAVE LEICHT homesteaded the northeast quarter 
of 7-29-14, the northeast corner of the Parr School district. Dave Leicht 
was in partnership with John Gall in a steam threshing outfit in the Bull 
Pound area. Their social life centered around the Bull Pound School 
district. Mr. and Mrs. Leicht soon moved from the Parr School district. 

The Dave Leicht homestead was the home of MR. and MRS. EPH 
HUNTZBERGER for a short time. When Mr. Huntzberger discovered 
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that he could not drive his car through a deep coulee on the Leicht 
homestead, to get out to the road after a rain or snowstorm, he didn’t 
remain for very long. 

‘The SETH BURNLEY family lived on the Leicht homestead for a 
brief time followed by JAKE ZIMMERMAN for a few years, 

RHEUBEN WARD homesteaded the south half of section 31-28-14 
Rheuben, his brother, Earl and a friend, Alex Paul, came to the Parr 
district and set up Bachelors’ Hall on Rheuben’s homestead. Alex soon 
moved to the Clivale district while Earl remained in the Parr district for 
several years. 

‘After batching a few years, Rheuben returned to Minnesota where 
he became entangled in a matrimonial affair which greatly improved 





Helen Iverson, Hi i 
Alspach, Mrs. Daven Reeves, Mrs. Harry Struble (Picnic at 





iand Hills ‘Lake-—1922) 


his status, Mr, and Mrs. Rheuben Ward entered into the social life at 
Parr and helped to build the community. 

‘There were three children: Dorothy, Lloyd and Ruth who all 
attended the Parr School. The family moved to the Rose Lynn district 
‘and then to Rochester, Alberta, where I believe Rheuben resides at 
present. 

JOHN IVERSON homesteaded the south half of section 36-28-14. 

Mrs, Iverson was in charge of the Parr Post Office for about fourteen 
years, AS a result, twice a week on mail days the Iverson home was the 
centre of neighborhood news and views. Mrs. Iverson was very prominent 
in social and church work while both took an active part in all community 
affairs. 

‘Their daughter, Helen, attended Parr School until the family moved 
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to Calgary where she finished her education. On a visit back to the 
district, John was accidentally killed in the railroad yards in Hanna. 

‘TOM BYERS homesteaded the north half of section 1-29-15. Tom 
lived on his homestead in the winter, hired some work to be done on the 
land, and after completing his homestead duties on one-quarter section 
he departed in the spring of 1915. Thus far, I have not contacted anyone 
who heard from him again. I knew Tom to be a good natured sociable 
fellow. 

THE PLOYART FAMILY settled on section 6-29-14. Mr. Ployart 
s @ railroad man and didn’t remain on the land. Athol farmed the 
place after the family moved away until 1917 when Ben returned to 
farm and to operate a strip coal mine for two years, Then, he and his 
wife, Jenny, moved to the Peace River country and Frank and George 
Brocklebank operated the mine. 

About 1929, Tom Stubbs re-opened the strip mine in the Ployart 
Coulee and moved the family to the Parr district. Here Louise, Jack, 
Jessie, Ruby and Richard attended the Parr School. Douglas, the young- 
est, was at home. 

IAN McKENZIE resided on the west half of section 32-28-14 which 
was his homestead. He served overseas in the First World War, returning 
to operate a strip coal mine and finally moving to British Columbia. 

MR. and MRS. BIRD HOWE came from Michigan to the Parr 
district to homestead the north half of section 31-28-14. In the early 
1920s, they moved to the High River district with their family of two 
boys, Tom and Chauncey, where Mrs. Howe and the boys still reside. 
Tom attended Parr School. 

OSCAR HOWE, a brother of Bird Howe, and Oscar's wile settled 
on the east half of section 32-28-14. After a few years they moved back 
to Michigan, 


Another brother, JOHN HOWE, his mother and two sisters, Mar- 
guerite and Maud, arrived from Michigan and lived on Oscar’s homestead 
for several years. Marguerite and Maud attended Parr while there. Later, 
the four returned to Michigan. John married and then returned to the 
Parr district 


CLYDE MOORE homesteaded the west half of section 30-28-14 
where he and his wife resided for several years. Beatrice, Homer, Elmer 
and Mary Ann, their children, attended the Parr School. 








In the early 1920s, the family moved to Hanna, where Clyde Moore 
bought grain for several years, He operated the National, the first elevator 
to be built in Hanna, Later, the family moved to High River. 


‘THE FIRST AUTOMOBILES 
Bill Sibbick and Dave Reeves, who were partners in contracting 
and building, homesteaded the N. 4 Sec. 33-28-15. In 1915 they bought 
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the first automobile in the Parr district, which was a Model T Ford 
roadster, In 1918 Bill Sibbick acquired a Model T touring car, 1917 model. 


Alf Clark bought the second new car in the Parr district in 1917. 
‘This car was a Gray Dort touring car. These touring cars were a deluxe 
model as long as the canvas or rubber cloth covering and side curtains 
kept the rain and sun out, When the tops and side curtains became 
dilapidated the whole top was removed and the cars were known as 
Open-Air Jitneys, Tin Lizzies and Pneumonia Specials and many other 
unprintable monickers 

By the late 1920s, nearly all the residents of the Parr district owned 
a car of some description, Many of them kept a few milk cows and hauled 
their cream to the creamery, spent a portion of the cream cheque to buy 
gas to operate the car; and a new phrase was coined, “The horses pull 
the buggy, but the milk cows pull the car.” 

In the 1930s with drought and depressed prices the motors were 
pulled out of many of the cars and they were built into Bennett Buggies 
with horses pulling them. 


THE FIRST THRESHING MACHINES 

Archie McRae, Frank Brocklebank, Ole Aakrann and John Iverson 
formed a partnership to buy the first steam threshing outfit in the Parr 
district. They were known as “The Big Four”. 

In 1916 John Iverson bought the Cudmore brothers’ steam outlit 
Frank and Ole ran the Big Four outfit while John and Archie ran the 
Cudmore outfit which was a return flue with the smoke stack on the 
back end. 

‘The 1915 and 1916 crops were heavy with long straw so the two 
outfits had a long run, The 1917-1918-1919 crops were short due to 
drought and the old Cudmore outfit was never pulled out after 1917. 

In 1920 Bird Howe and Fred Hayes brought in a gasoline tractor 
and threshing outfit. A few years later Alfred White and Jim Dalby 
bought gas outfits and the big steam threshing outlits were on the way 
out. There were very few of them operating in this part of the country 
after 1925. 

HARRY O'BRIEN came from North Dakoto with the E. J. Clark 
family and homesteaded the east half of 4-29-15. He hired Norman 
McRae with four oxen to plow a few acres of prairie sod in 1910. Miles 
Clark recalls the oxen had formerly belonged to Ole Aakrann, who was 
Norwegian. However, Norman couldn't speak Norwegian and the oxen 
apparently didn’t understand English, To get relief from the heel flies 
the oxen would sometimes drag the plow and Norman into a slough 
for a rest, similar to the present day coffee break. 


Considerable changes in farming methods have occurred on the 
Harry O'Brien homestead since 1910 when Norman McRae broke prairie 
sod with four oxen, Today a young fellow from the Hutterite Colony 
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cultivates the same land with a forty-two-foot cultivator at five times 


the speed per hour. 


Harry and his wife spent the summer of 1915 on the homestead 
‘The last I heard his address was Sweet Home, Oregon. 


OLE AAKRANN homesteaded the south half of 10-29-15. Ole was 
an important pioneer of the district. He came from Norway and was 
the first homesteader in the Parr district to work oxen until he sold them 
to A. J. Campbell. Ole was a partner in the first steam threshing outfit 
also. He threshed with the steam engine until 1925 when he operated 
a Rumley gas outfit with Roy Embree as engineer. He built the Parr 
School and the Hand Hills Lake School. 


On a trip to Norway during the Second World War he was lost 
at sea, There are many versions as to what happened. Some believe the 
ship was torpedoed. Norman McRae feels certain the ship was sunk 
because no one here ever heard from Ole again. Ole was well liked, 
having a great many friends in the Hanna district. 


DAN WLER homesteaded the south half of 1-29-15. In 1916 
he married May Nelson who was the teacher at Parr School. She was 
very active in the community until she passed away on the homestead 
in 1921 from a heart attack. 





Dan and his brothers, Hugh and P.J.—Pete, came from Kingston, 
Ontario. Hugh homesteaded on the Bull Pound flat and made his home 
with Dan for several years before returning to Ontario. 


‘The family owned Standardbred race horses in Ontario, and Dan 
brought some to Alberta. There were no harness races in this part of 
Alberta at that time so Dan brought im some Thoroughbreds .The first 
was a little brown stallion named Hudson Bay, which proved to be too 
fast for the local ponies. Another horse, “Two Bits", gained a lot of 
publicity. Dan imported two more good Thoroughbreds and then moved 
to Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, where he passed away in 1932 





While Mr. and Mrs. Fowler lived in the Parr district, John Stasiak 
resided with them for a time. He jockeyed Dan’s race horses for a few 
years until he became too heavy. The last I heard of John he was living 
in Calgary 

P. J. FOWLER, known as Pete, was among the first homesteaders 
in the Parr district and settled on the south half of 25-28-14. Pete was 
an ardent observer of all that was going on, a clever politician and inter- 
ested in all sports and neighborhood affairs such as picnics, dances and 
social gatherings, Pete could bring life to a dead party with his quick 
wit and good humor. 


He was as keenly interested in horse racing as his brother, Dan. 
He was the official starter for the races at the Hand Hills Lake Stampede 
until he moved back to Kingston, Ontario, in the fall of 1926. 
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Mrs, Fowler was a native of Kingston, Ontario, and assisted in 
numerous ways in pioneering the Parr district. Mr. and Mrs, Fowler 
raised a family of ten children. Since returning to Kingston in 1926, 
Pete has made several visits back to Parr and the Hand Hills, He is 
the only homesteader of the Parr district who retains the title of his 
homestead at the present time, 1968. 


MR. and MRS. EDWIN J. CLARK—One of the very prominent 
families to homestead in this district was the Clark family with their 
three sons: Alfred, Miles and Hervey. An older son, Robert, resided in 
Washington, District of Columbia, where he was a musician in the 
United States Marine Band. A daughter, Katie, Mrs. McLeod, resided 
in Langdon. 





Left_picture: Edith Bell on way to Parr school, September, 1920. Right picture: 
Fd Bell and Milos Clark in front of J. J. Millor barn, 1917. 





Mr. and Mrs. Clark homesteaded the south half of 9-29-15, which 
was the west boundary of what became the Parr School district. They 
left the State of New York as young people to pioneer in the west, living 
in Towa, Kansas, Oklahoma, ‘Texas and North Dakota, before coming 
to Alberta where they lived at Langdon prior to homesteading in the 
Hand Hills. No two of their children were born in the same state 


Mr. Clark was a member of the Hand Hills Municipal Council for 
some time, Mrs. Clark was a talented musician bringing the first piano 
to the Parr district, where she helped develop the social life of the 
community. 


Miles and Hervey attended both Parr and Hand Hills Lake schools. 
Miles was a musician and also became a prominent rider at the first 
Hand Hills Lake stampedes and later at Calgary, Medicine Hat, Leth- 
bridge, Moose Jaw and several shows in the westem states. In 1926 he 
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joined the United States Navy and was a member of the Marine Band 
until his retirement a few years ago. After the family moved back to 
the eastern states Hervey lost his life in a drowning accident. 


WILLIAM PITT MILLER homesteaded the south half of section 
28-28-15. The Miller family lived in Edmonton but spent the summer 
months on the homestead. Mr. Miller hed been employed by the T 
Eaton Company, Their son, William, was a dentist and he brought his 
family to the homestead for a holiday in 1914, I remember they men- 
tioned another son and two daughters. 


In the fall of 1914 Mr. Miller hired Howard Anderson and me to 
do some plowing after the crop was taken off. Howard was a happy sort 
of fellow so no matter how dark the cloud he could find the silver lining. 


While we were working there the nights were very cold. We slept 
in a tent with no stove and tied the horses to our wagons because Mr. 
Miller had never built a stable, Before the plowing was finished, one 
morning we stepped out of the tent into several inches of snow. The 
ground was frozen and the happy expression on Howard’s face froze 
as we broke the ice in the water hole for the horses. We dug our harness 
out of the snow, loaded our equipment and each headed his own way. 
Howard headed for Lone Butte and I returned to the Hand Hills. 


I never drive past the Miller homestead without looking down the 
Miller coulee and thinking of Howard Anderson and the Miller family. 
‘They were all fine people. 


MR. and MRS. HENRY GRIFFIN and two sons, George and William 
(both grown men), came from North Dakota to homestead the southeast 
quarter of section 33-28-15 and the northeast quarter of section 28-28-15 
in 1910, Mr. Griffin was the only one to homestead as George soon 
departed. 


Mr. and Mrs. Griffin were elderly people and Willie was a near 
invalid, Therefore they didn’t get out much socially but they were 
quite popular with the older residents. Mr, Griffin had been a carpenter 
but was more or less retired when they came to the homestead. 


In I917 they rented the land to George Black and moved to the 
State of Washington to be near a married daughter who lived in Tacoma. 
‘They corresponded with Mrs. Black for several years. Their daughter, 
Mrs. Charles Hopwood, inherited the land and sold it to Mrs, Black 
in 1931. 


MR. G. BANNICK homesteaded on the northwest quarter of 9-29-15 
in 1913 at the age of seventy-four. He came from Russia and didn’t 
speak English. He was very energetic for a man of his age. 

‘The first year he lived in a dugout on the south side of a hill. 


During the winter the snow drifted so deep over the dugout that he built 
‘a mud house in the open the next year. When he decided where he would 

































































build the house he carried two pails of water from a slough, dug a shallow 
pit and mixed the dirt and water with straw that a neighbor had hauled 
for him. With this mixture to which was added rocks, he started the walls. 
As the pit got wider the walls became higher and he managed to finish 
one room before the slough dried up that year. Mr. Neubauer hauled 
lumber for the roof. The next year he built a lean-to against the first 
room where he kept chickens. 


The walls of the old mud house stood for nearly fifty years. My 
cattle rubbed the last comer down this spring of 1968. However, the pit 
hhe dug and the rocks he carried will remain a monument until someone 
hauls the rocks away and cultivates the pit and heap of dirt, ‘Then the 
‘old man will be forgotten. 


ALFRED WHITE came west from Tilsonburg, Ontario. He worked 
as a farmhand in Manitoba and Saskatchewan and as a lumberjack at 
Prince Albert. He worked for the Lineham Lumber Company at High 
River and at Rocky Mountain House and Sundre for local outti 





Alfred was also a trapper and spent the winter of 1912-1913 eradi- 
cating wolves in the Wintering Hills south of Drumheller, where he 
collected a bounty from the local ranchers. He established a trap line 
and camp on Sullivan Creck west of High River for the winter of 1913- 
1914, This was the last of his trapping expeditions. From that time, he 
farmed his homestead, the southwest quarter of 33-28-15 and the north- 
west quarter of 28-28-15 until his death from a brain tumor in 1932 


THE PARR POST OFFICE 


‘The first settlers of the district received their mail at Hand Hills or 
Lawsonburg Post Office, until a post office was established at Archie 
McRae’s residence. It was soon moved to John Iverson’s residence. At 
this time the mail came from Bassano to Dorothy, Lone Butte and Parr. 


The post office received its name from James Parr Sleeth, a nephew 
of George Black, who was living with his uncle. If it was because Parr 
was a short unusual name, or because Jimmie was an unusual fellow, 
or if the residents voted for a name; no one seems to remember, but the 
post office was named Parr in honor of James Parr Sleeth. 


Archie McRae held the first contract for hauling the mail from 
Dorothy with a team of horses on a democrat in summer and a home- 
made sleigh or jumper in winter. We called it the stage because he also 
carried passengers and small freight. 


Some of the lady passengers told some pretty tall tales concerning 
their trips. One was that during a blizzard Archie stopped at a bachelor’s 
shack to find shelter from the storm. While there, he used the wash 
basin for a mixing bowl for making the biscuits and fried the bacon, 
potatoes, hot cakes, etc., on top of the stove without benefit of skillet; 
alter sweeping the top with the same broom used for sweeping the floor. 
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‘There were numerous bachelors in those days and most of them 
were neat, orderly housekeepers and their hospitality more than com- 
pensated for any discrepancies in their housekeeping. The doors were 
never locked and the walls were often adorned with such verses as: 


“You are welcome as the flowers in May 
But wash the dishes and put them away.” 


This meant, if you found nobody home, help yourself, but leave the 
house in order. 


Archie sometimes hired someone to drive the stage. Herman Castin 
drove for a time, and I believe Gordon Cruickshank drove also. Then 
there was a change and the mail came out from Hanna to Parr, Lone 
Butte and Burfield, returning to Hanna by way of Fraserton. This was 
fa two-day trip with horses and during the winter of 1915-1916, Jimmie 
Sleeth was the driver. 


For a few years, Geordie McCullough took over the stage and mail 
with a Model T Ford when the trails permitted. Geordie was a master 
mechanic and could herd a Model T over the prairie trails comparable 
to a cowboy behind a bunch of wild range horses. After a rain there 
would be water holes clear across the trail. If they appeared to be too 
deep, Geordie would weight the fence down with rocks, drive around 
the water hole, remove the rocks and be gone with the wind. 


Eventually we acquired a mail route from Hanna to Parr and back 
to Hanna in 1926, The post office was closed and the Iverson family 
moved to Calgary 


THE PARR SCHOOL NUMBER 2429 


According to an account written by Harry Struble several years 
ago, the Parr School District comprised a block of land four miles north 
and south by five miles east and west, with the school in the centre on 
the southeast quarter of section 2-29-15. The one and one-half acres 
of land for the school was donated by Malcolm McLean. 


The first school board elected included Harry Struble, A. J. Cambell 
as chairman and Archie McRae as secretary. Ole Aakrann was given the 
contract for building the school in 1911. 


Miss Katie Thompson was the first teacher. Cora, Duncan and 
Douglas Campbell, Marjorie Ployart, Bessie McRae, Lloyd Gaston, Miles 
Clark, Reg Moulding, and Hickman and Sheldon Cruickshank were 
Miss Thompson's pupils. 

In two years from the time the first homesteaders arrived, Parr had 
developed into a community with a school, a post office and a stage 
route. The school soon became a community centre for church services, 
social gathering, dances, U.F.A. meetings, ball games, concerts and picnics. 
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Reverend Cruickshank conducted church services for several years. 
‘Then young student ministers took over for the summer months until a 
church building was moved to the southwest quarter of section 2-29-15 
which was one-half mile west of the school, This was twenty years after 
the school was built. 


Picnic at Parr School, 1921—Back row: unknown, Frank Brocklebank, unknown, 
‘unknown, unknown, Mes. Alspach, unknown, Grandma McRae, Helen McRae, Mrs. 
0, ‘Stringer, Mrs. Struble, Mrs. Black. Middle of picture: Floyd Alspach, Mac 
Mclean, Olfe Aakrann, Norman MeRae, holding baby, Harry Struble, holding 
Florence Struble, unknown, unknown, John Howe, Bea Smith, Mrs. Rueben Ward, 
Mrs. D. Reeves, Helen Iverson, Grandpa MeRae, unknown, S. Benedict. Front row: 
Norman Alspach, David and Betty Alspach, Don and Jean Benedict. 

















We now have the consolidated schools and as a result Parr was 
closed in 1959 and the children are bussed to Homestead Coulee, The 
building was sold to Adolph Doering and moved to the southwest quarter 
of section 10-29-15. Later, Robert and Leroy Hayes transported it to 
their home place in the Normandale district, to be used for a shop and 
garage. 

We have witnessed numerous changes since the school children 
walked or rode a pony three or four miles to school. The first settlers 
sometimes drove a team of horses on a sleigh twenty miles to attend a 
dance at Parr where Frank Brocklebank played the violin, Mrs. Clark 
the piano and John Howe the banjo or mandolin. Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Sinclair, Archie McRae and Mrs. Wragg entertained everyone with the 
Highland Fling. After the U-E.A. meetings there would be a social session 
of singing and entertainment. Mr. Clark had an excellent voice, Bill 
Sibbick would sing comic English songs and Frank Daley's Irish songs 
will not be forgotten. The only reminder of the Parr School is a few 
blocks of cement, remains of the foundation . 
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‘The church has been moved by Dan Sieppert to a location near 
his shop to be used as a garage, There are four lonely graves in the 
church yard, Mr, and Mrs. Dan Doering, a six-year-old son of Mr. and 
Mrs, Jake Sieppert and Lester Rust, Gus and Dorothy Rust's baby. 


‘To celebrate the opening of the Parr School the young people of 
the neighborhood held a dance at the school. Norman McRae drove a 
team of horses on a home-made sleight up into the Hand Hills to take 
Miss Elsie Wood to the dance, She was the teacher of the Hand Hills 
Lake School and was boarding at the Beaudoin Ranch. 


‘There was no trail and no fences so Norman became lost. After 
driving around for some time he finally came to some buildings and 
found he was at Grant Yoder’s homestead, It was getting late and there 
was little chance of finding the Beaudoin Ranch. Grant Yoder gave him 
his land numbers and said if he would go six miles straight south he 
would be near enough to find the school. Norman lined up some stars 
to help keep his directions and headed south. 


‘After some time the team stopped. At night on the prairie with deep 
snow on the ground and no moon, everything looks about the same 
whether it is a hill or a hole in the ground. Norman couldn’t see the 
team had stopped at the very brink of a deep coulee. Norman raised 
his whip, shouted the orders, and the team plunged over and slid to the 
bottom with Norman, robes and blankets, piled against the front of the 


sleigh. 


After taking stock and finding the outfit all in one unit and no 
harm done, the next thing was to find a place to get out of the coulee. 
Upon exploring the banks for some distance he found a spot where he 
got the team and sleigh out, However, he was lost again until he came 
to a house which was Mr, Sieppert’s. Here he obtained the section numbers 
of the land and calculated the general direction of the school. 


Norman arrived at the dance shortly after midnight without a 
partner. As there were only three ladies present Norman finished the 
hight with a handkerchief tied around his arm taking the place of a 
lady in the square dances. Miss Wood probably never knew what she 
misced, Thus the Parr School was oflicially opened as the social centre 
of the communit 





TEACHERS OF THE PARR SCHOOL 


Katie Thompson Rilla Mobl 
Laura Coones Dave Voth 
Mrs. Coldwell Mary Hnatuik 
Mrs. Lane Evelyn Damsgard 
May Nelson Arthur McClary 
Grace Baldwin Walter Adolph 
Jean O'Brien Jim Lynn 
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Marion Thompson Margaret Lamb 


Sheldon Buckles Mrs. M. E. Shannon 
Murdo Mel.eod Miss Kathleen Shannon 
Mr, McDougall Miss Slater 

Miss MeNeil Lillian Anderson 

Ida Hansen Dorothy Code 
Frances Noble Marjorie Williams 
Miss Attwood Mrs. Whittaker 
Alice Lofgen Marjorie Gray 

Mrs. Katie Brocklebank Lavonne Harrison 
Alvi Carlson Evelyn Dieter 

Miss McMullen Mrs. Wilson 

Muriel Cranston Mrs. Rickenbaugh 
Lawrence Mellom Mr. Jack McClaren 


Dorcas McGrath. 


MR. and MRS. DAVE RUST were members of pioneer families. 
ive was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rust, homesteaders of the Hand 
Hills. Helen’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Rheinhold Siewert, homesteaded 
in the Golden Hill district. 






Dave and Helen Rust set up housekeeping on the Harry O’Brien 
homestead about 1931. There were two children, Ruby and Richard, who 
both attended Parr School. 


Dave and his brother, Gus, operated a threshing outfit in the district 
until the combines put the threshers in the fence corner. Dave operated 
efficiently until his health forced him to leave the farm. 


Ruby, their daughter, married Emil Sieppert and they farmed the 
land until it was sold to the Hutterite Colony. Then they moved to a 
farm north of Hanna, 


MR. and MRS. ALEX JOHNSON came to the Parr district to 
farm the Duncan McRae homestead, the Joe Wragg homestead and 
the John Iverson homestead for several years, Then they bought Malcolm 
and Norman McLean’s land and moved to the Malcolm McLean homestead, 


Alex and Mary Johnson are both from pioncer families as Alex 
Johnson’s parents homesteaded in the Fraserton district and Mary's 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. William McDermott, homesteaded in the Golden 
Hill district south of Hanna, 


Alex is trustee of the Berry Creek School Division, a member of 
the Advisory Commitice to the Special Areas Board and is best known 
over a large area as a rodeo announcer. His rodeo announcing takes him 
to shows and gymkanas held at Hanna, Coronation, Byemoor, Hand 
Hills and many other centres in the Big Country. 


‘Alex and Mary have four children: Lome, Maxine, Marlene and 
lene. Lorne and his wife, Sharon, live on an’ adjoining farm as was 
mentioned previously. They are enthusiastic contestants in rodeos and 
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gymkanas as are Marlene and lene. Marlene attends Hanna High School 
while Ilene attends Homestead Coulee School. Maxine, Mrs. Ben Fecho, 
has a son and daughter and resides in Hanna. 


JAMES HAZLETT brought his family from Ireland to the district 
about 1919. Mrs. Hazlett was a niece of George Black. The Hazletts 
lived on the A. J. Campbell homestead and the Henry Griffin homestead. 
‘Tom, Eva, Margaret and George were their four children, Tom and Eva 
attended school at Parr. 


Later, the family moved to a farm near Michichi where Jim Hazlett 
lost his life in a runaway accident when he fell under a disc. 


CLARENCE and MILLIE SHANDERA had lived in the Hand 
Hills and at Sheerness before coming to the Henry Griffin homestead. 
Their daughter, Alice, attended Parr School and Homestead Coulee 
School. Mr. and Mrs. Shandera, with their son, James, now live in 
Craigmyle, Millie attended Parr School. 


In the spring of 1914, MR. and MRS. DONALD SINCLAIR with 
their young son, Donnie, moved to the Parr district to farm the A. J. 
Campbell section. They settled into the social life of the neighborhood 
and were noted as very hospitable neighbors. After several years they 
moved to a farm a short distance southwest of Hanna where they still 
reside. 


The GEORGE FISCHER family moved to the A. J. Cambell farm 
when they arrived in the district, Ed and Amelia attended the Parr School. 








Frieda, Mrs, Bob Buller, recalls the enjoyable times the young people 
experienced when Ted Doering drove a team of horses on a democrat, 
would bring his sisters, pick up the Fischer girls and create a party almost 
every Sunday afternoon, Frieda surmises the young people had just as 
enjoyable times then as they do now, although they had no fast cars, 
no beer, no cigarettes and no traffic accidents at that time. 


Frieda sometimes helped at the Archie McRae home and remembers 
Mr. and Mrs, McRae as two of the finest people she ever met. 


Martha Fischer was born on the A. J. Campbell farm. 





Alter the Fischer family moved to Hanna, ED SCHULZ, who was 
a bachelor, lived on the farm for several years, Succeeding Ed Schulz were 
‘TED DOERING, TED LAMBERT and RUDOLPH DOERING who 
each farmed there for a term of years 


In the spring of 1946, MR. and MRS, HERMAN. ROHE with their 
small son, Fred, came to the Campbell farm where they made their home 
until the spring of 1950. Herman came to the district from Pincher Creek 
while Mrs. Rohe was formerly Dorothy Moench from the Hand Hills. 
‘Their daughter, June, was born while they lived at Parr. Fred attended 
the Parr School. 
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Dan Sieppert bought the A. J. Campbell farm and has farmed it 
since 1950. 


When Mr. and Mrs, Archie McRae moved to Hanna, MR. and 
MRS. HARRY TATTEM moved to Archie’s farm for several years. Then 
the Tattems departed to Manitoba and the BOB DOUGLAS family from 
Lone Butte resided there for two years before returning to Lone Butte. 


MR. and MRS. RUDOLPH DOERING moved from the A. J, 
Campbell place to the E. J. Clark homestead. In the spring of 1938, Mrs. 
Doering passed away and left Rudolph with a family of eight children, 
‘The six older children attended the Parr School. They were Alma, Ella, 
Reinhold, Adolph, Walter and Bernice. Rudolph was forced to find a 
home for the two baby girls. Alma and Ella kept house and made a home 
for their father and the four younger children. 


In addition to farming the land Rudolph operated a trucking se 
for twenty-five years and gave the best possible service. 





The Dan Doering family lived outside the Parr School district but 
a number of their children attended school at Parr. They were Ida, Hilda, 
Pauline, Emma, Sam and Adeline. Others from outside the Parr School 
district who attended school at Parr were Ed and Elsie Doering from 
the Fred Doering family; Annie, Clarence and Doreen from the August 
Schmidt family; Richard and Evelyn Gaetz from the David Gaetz family 
and Stanley Hartt. Edwin and Marjorie Gaetz from the John Gaetz family 
also attended Parr, as did Harry and Don Nottell, Frank Chapman and 
Leonard Moulding. 


THE BERNARD WEILLER family rented from Sam Rust the 
Harry O'Brien homestead, the east half of section 4-29-15, which Sam 
Rust had bought from Joe Wragg in 1919. 





Bernard Weiller had homesteaded near the Hutton store and post 
office. Crop failures due to drought, dust and sandstorms, and_grass- 
hoppers and army worms foreed him to move. Mr. and Mrs, Weiller 
lived in- the district about three years. Their son, Bernard, attended Parr 
School, 


‘The JOHN RADIES family lived for a few years on the land 
Bernard Weiller had vacated. Then they moved to the P. J. Fowler 
homestead, the south half of section 25-28-15. 


‘There were nine children in the Radies family: Albert, Emma, Elmer, 
Linda, Anne, Otto, Arthur, Lily and Ernest. All but Albert and Emma 
attended the Parr School. 


‘When Mr. Radies passed away the family moved to a farm south 
of Richdale while Albert farmed at Lone Butte. After several years at 
Richdale they moved to British Columbia. 
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Arthur was through the Korean Wer. In 1953 when he came back 
to Hanna for a few weeks visit he had some extremely grim stories of 
his experiences in Korea. 


Anne, Mrs. Ivan Hannah, lives in the town of Hanna and has a 
family of two boys, Robert and Gerry. 


MR. and MRS. OTTO PFAHL settled on school land, the west half 
of section 35-28-14, They were members of pioneer families of the Hand 
Hills. Mrs. Pfahl was formerly Bertha Martin. They have three daughters. 
Violet, Mrs. Metzger, lives near Craigmyle; Verleen, Mrs. Fecho, lives in 
the Scapa district and Shirley, Mrs. Alfred Beck lives in Fort Macleod. 


Mr, and Mrs. Pfahl moved to Hanna and Simon Kelm and his wife, 
Linda, farmed there for several years before moving to Botha. Dan Sieppert 
now owns the land, 


MR. and MRS, HENRY BOETCHER first lived on the Oscar Howe 
homestead and then moved to the Clyde Moore homestead which was 
the west half of section 30-28-14. There were cight children: Albert, Dan, 
John, Elmer, Emil, Elsie, Irvin and Lily who attended Parr School. 
Henry Boetcher was a competent farmer who rented more land and 
acquired some grazing lease. 


When Mr. and Mrs. Boctcher moved from the Parr district their 
son, Dan, remained on the home place. He and his wife, Joan, now have 
a modern ranch where they raise cattle and grain, hold gymkanas and 
have calf roping practices. Dan has won considerable publicity as a calf 
roper at local rodeos. The Dan Boetcher children are Doug, Karen and 
David 

In the spring of 1928, MR. and MRS. G. SIEPPERT of the Hand 
Hills moved to the Archie McRae homestead with their two sons, Dan 
and Rudolph. After Mr. Sieppert passed away Mrs. Sieppert and Rudolph 
retired to Hanna and Dan remained on the land. 


Dan and his wife, Emma, and their sons, Howard and Clifford, 
operate a modern stock and grain farm. They have good quality caitle, 
late model equipment and up-to-date workshops. Howard and his wife, 
Betty, and their family live on the Olson section south of Hanna, They 
exchange work with Dan and Clifford. 

MR. and MRS. BILLY HOWATT, with two small children, moved 
to the Parr district in 1920 and lived on Ole Aakrann’s homestead for 
three years. Mr, and Mrs. Howatt were very cordial neighbors. ‘They were 
pioneer homesteaders from the Bull Pound Flats south of Hanna, 

Billy returned to Hanna in 1962 to help celebrate Hanna’s fiftieth 
anniversary. 

MR. and MRS. FRED KELM were the last to reside on Ole Aakrann’s 
homestead. Their two children, George and Violet, attended the Parr 
School. George is now a prominent Baptist minister. Violet lives in Hanna, 
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is married and has a family, Mr. and Mrs. Kelm now reside in Hanna 
where Fred is employed with the Sullivan Lake School Division, 

In 1931 GUS and DOROTHY RUST came to the Alex McRae 
homestead where they have prospered and where they have a modern 
home, Here they raised their two children, Ernest and Margaret. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Rust are actually pioneers as Gus was a small boy 
when his parents homesteaded in the Hand Hills and Dorothy's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs, Jake Engel, were homesteaders in the Fraserton district. 
Gus and Dorothy have carried on the tradition of western hospitality and 
the good neighbor policy 

Margaret Rust married Alfred Glubrecht in 1953 and they reside 
in Calgary. They have three children whose names are Darlene, Diane 
and Gordon . 

Emest lives on an adjoining farm which he purchased from Herbert 
Raugust. He is married to the former Anne Gordon of Rose Lynn district 
who is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Gordon, prominent farmer 
and rancher family. Ernest and Anne have one son, James Gordon. 
Emnest operates a modern farm in an efficient manner. 

MR, and MRS. RUDOLPH GUTSCHE with their two boys, Herbert 
and Arthur, farmed the Dan Fowler homestead before moving to the 
Alpha School district, Herbert attended Parr School. 

‘They were an industrious family. Mr. and Mrs. Gutsche are now 
retired and live in Calgary. Herbert and Arthur live on modern farms 
in the Endiang district where they operate with the latest equipment and 
keep good quality livestock. 

When MR. and MRS. AUGUST GUZE came to Parr they lived 
on the Frank Brocklebank homestead for several years. Their children 
Emil, Rheinhold, Albert and Elsie attended Parr School. 

MR. and MRS. DAN ISAAC resided for a short time on the Clyde 
Moore homestead. They had three children: Dan, Hannah and John who 
attended Parr. 











‘These people came from European countries. They were valuable 
citizens who were thrifty and industrious. Drought, reduced prices of 
the 1930s and farming land that was suitable only for grazing, forced many 
of them to migrate, 

As a sale of School id held in Hanna in November, 1917, EMIL 
OLSON bought the north half of section 11-29-15, Floyd Alspach bought 
the south half of the same section. 





Emil served a year in the army and then moved to the Parr district 
where he farmed for thirty years. He was an efficient operator and a 
friendly neighbor. 

Emil sold to HERBERT RAUGUST. Herbert and his wile farmed 
in the district for several years before moving to the Delia district with 
their young family. 
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Later, MR. and MRS. BERT WEICH rented Herbert Raugust’s farm 
and lived ‘there for a few years, They soon became popular in the social 
life of the community and the family have expressed their appreciation 
of the pleasant times they enjoyed and the cordial neighbors who made 
them feel welcome while they resided there. 

‘Their children, Annette, Mary and Ken, attended Parr School. ‘They 
rode Shetland ponies the two and one-half miles, and appeared just as 
healthy and happy as the children who ride in a school bus. Delmar is the 
youngest boy of the family 

MR. and MRS. FLOYD ALSPACH with their three children David, 
Norman and Betty came to the Parr district in the fall of 1917. Floyd 
Alspach was a brother of George Alspach who had settled on the south 
half of section 12-29-15. At a sale of school land in Hanna in November, 
1917, Floyd Alspach bought the south half of section 11-29-15, which was 
the family home for the next twenty years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alspach quickly adjusted to the life at Parr and 
were very progressive in all community affairs, U.F.A. and co-operative 
activities. Mr. Alspach was a member of the first Board of Directors of 
the Hanna Co-operative Store. He farmed his land efficiently and was 
1 good operator. 

David, Norman and Betty attended Parr School and Hanna High 
School. David held a position in the Co-op store in Hanna for some time 
before returning to their home town in Ohio. Norman bought George 
Alspach’s farm where he, his wife Laura, and youngest daughter Wendy, 
live at present. 

In the spring of 1938 Mr, and Mrs. Alspach held an auetion sale 
and returned to their old home in the States. Norman farmed the land 
f few years and then it was sold to Ed Erickson, Ed and his wife, Pauline, 
















19, hee—George Alspach farm. Carpenters: Tom Byers, Dave Reeves, 
Floyd Alspach and George Alspach 
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are both members of pioncer families. Ed’s parents homesteaded four 
miles south of Hanna on the Bull Pound Creek and Pauline’s parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gall, homesteaded ten miles south of Hanna 


Ed and Pauline Erickson have two daughters: Barbara, Mrs, Glen 
Sartison and Donna, Mrs. Lawrence Mazur. They both attended the 
Parr School. 


Norman and Laura Alspach have four daughters: Patricia, Mrs. Gordon 
Brownlee; Norma, Mrs. Don Quast and Joan, Mrs. Brian Boisejoli who 
all attended Parr School. Wendy attends the Homestead Coulee School. 


Ed Erickson remarked that in more than twenty years residence in 
the Parr district he never met finer people than the people of Parr. In 
1966, Ed Erickson sold the land to Lorne Johnson, son of Mr, and Mrs. 
Alex Johnson, who live on adjoining land. 


When JAMES FRANCIS brought his motherless family to the Parr 
district to make their home at the George Black ranch in 1919, he worked 
at the ranch or for the neighbors until 1921. He then rented the Henry 
Griffin farm adjoining the Black homestead where the two boys, Jimmie 
and Nick stayed with him part time. Mrs. Black continued to keep 
Harriet ‘Amelia whose name seemed so lengthy for such a small baby 
that the children soon shortened it to Tiny or Milli 





On their way to School, Jim and Nick Francis would stop at the 
Black home for Bob and Sid Black, On the way home they would stop 
again and raid the cookie jar. Mrs, Black took care of their washing and 
mending. 

Jim Francis eventually moved to a farm on the old Horse ‘Track lease 
and later to Calgary where Jim and Nick reside. Millie, Mrs. ‘Clarence 
Shandera, resides in Craigmyle. 

MR. and MRS, JOE LUNDY homesteaded the east half of section 
15-28-15. In 1924 they moved to the Frank Brockelbank homestead in 
the Parr district. 





When Joe Lundy was a young man he left his home in Ontario 
to join the Klondike gold rush in 1898, In his travels in the north country 
he met George Black and twelve years later they met again when Joe 
Lundy homesteaded a half section of land adjoining George Black’s lease 
cast of the Hand Hills. They concluded it was a small world. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lundy lived in the district twenty years, There were 
eight children: Tone, Sadie, Walter, Joseph, Angus, Dorothy, Mildred 
and Marion, The family were musically inclined and added much to the 
social life of the community. They were good neighbors, the weleome mat 
was always out and the latch string hung outside the door. 

‘A few years after the family moved to Hanna, Mrs. Lundy passed 
away, the older members of the family married and soon they all left 
the Hanna district. 
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‘The DAN MARTIN family moved from the Hand Hills to the 
John Iverson homestead. Six of their nine children attended school at 
Parr. They were Martha, Oscar, Reinhold, Otto, Ella and Emil. 


Bertha, Mrs, Otto Pfabl, lived in the Parr district for a brief time. 
Albert lived on the Bud Harrison homestead in the Normandale district. 
‘After his parents moved away he moved to the Iverson homestead. Leonard, 
the youngest member of the family, didn’t attend school at Parr. 


‘The JOHN MARTIN family moved to Norman McRae’s homestead. 
‘There were six children who were William, Tillie, Erna, Ella, Edna and 
Ruth. ‘The five girls attended school at Parr. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin were immigrants from Europe. They quickly 
adapted themselves to our customs and raised their family to be good 
Canadians. 


After Norman McRae traded his homestead and pre-emption to Mr. 
Whittacker for the feed and livery bam in Craigmyle, W. P. Glenn of 
the Normandale district bought the land; then resold it to John Martin 
who lost it under the Tax Recovery Act. 


MR. and MRS. FRED DOWNS came to the Parr district a few 
years after the homesteaders. They settled on the Duncan McRae home- 
stead and farmed the Joe Wragg homestead. There were seven children: 
Pearl, Harold, Margaret, Myrtle, Leonard, Bob and Bert, ‘The older 
children’ attended the Parr School. 


Mrs. Downs was formerly Mary McRae. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
McRae, continued to live on the place for several years. Mrs. McRae 
boarded the Parr School teachers. When Mr. McRae passed away the 
Downs family moved to a farm near Graigmyle and Mrs. McRae moved 
into the town of Craigmyle. 


MR, and MRS. FRED MARTIN moved to the Duncan McRae 
homestead with their three children, Job, Alma and Alfred. All three 
attended the Parr School. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin were warmhearted neighbors. They moved from 
Parr to the Lone Butte district and later to a farm northeast of Hanna 
where their son, Job, resides at present. Mr. and Mrs, Martin have retired 
in British Columbia. 


MR. and MRS. GEORGE BROCKLEBANK homesteaded the Tom 
Byers pre-emption, the northeast quarter of section 1-29-15 in, 1920, 
George operated the Ployart coal mine that fall and winter and Mrs. 
Brocklebank taught the Parr School for a few terms. She also taught the 
Forcina School. 


In 1931 George traded the buildings on the homestead for a team 
of ponies, a wagon and harness, He traded the quarter section of land for 
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a suit of clothes and moved to the Edson district. They eventually moved 
back to Ontario. 


































i While they lived in the Parr district their children attended Parr. 


Paul Borodula relates some stories of the Parr district. 


| Arthur Burnley attempted to break a nice dapple gray horse to harness. 
Alter getting him hitched to a wagon, the horse hooked the halter on the 
end of the wagon tonge, stripped the halter and bridle, kicked loose from | 
the wagon and left with nothing but the collar which he lost on the j 
prairie. Art then decided to break him for a saddlehorse but the horse 
had other ideas, After several go-rounds with the horse winning each, 
Art also acquired other ideas. Next a local boy who was ambitious to 
become a rodeo performer attempted to ride the horse for practice. He 
lost the first go-round but, being a determined lad, he made several more 
atiempts with the horse on the winning end. According to Paul’s story, 
on the last go-round the boy was thrown so high the spectators debated | 
if they should shoot him to prevent him from starving to death before 
he came down. Paul also recalls, when he was a small boy he was 
greatly interested in horse races. When Dan Fowler brought race horses | 
to the Parr district, Paul worked in the field at home all day, then would | 
walk or run barefoot five miles to the Dan Fowler place for the privilege 
of riding the race horses and helping with the grooming. | 


|) When the Burnley family lived on the Dave Leicht homestead, 
| 





| 
| 
| 
i 
| In writing a brief account and listing of the names of the home- 
steaders of the Parr School District No. 2429 and the many good friends 
and neighbors who have come and gone, in the past fifty-five years 
since I first rode into the Hand Hills on a borrowed pony, I have felt 
! that many of them deserve special consideration. On second thought T 
| 
( 


find they all deserve special mention. 


T wish to tender my thanks to all who have assisted me in any way | 
to compile the names of the teachers and pupils of the Parr School. 


Ii I have omitted any names that should have been included, T 
apologize as it was not intentional. I was acquainted with all but one 
of the thirty-three settlers who homesteaded in the block of land four 
miles by five miles that comprised the Parr School District. Today there 
are eight homes in the same area. The Hand Hills Colony now own 
four sections of land within the boundary of the original Parr School 
District. 


Ep Bru. 
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The following list of names are ones who owned, rented or leased the land in 
the Hand Hills Lake School District after the original settlers had vacated. 
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CHAPTER XI 


‘The following accounts of the Hand Hills Lake School district were 
gathered by myself with the help of my wife and many friends and 
although I may not have been inspired, I have Perspired. 

Dow Benspicr. 
‘THE HAND HILLS LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

‘The Hand Hills Lake School District 2281 was formed in September, 
1910. ‘The senior trustee was Godias Beaudoin and treasurer was Harry 
Shoults. They borrowed fifteen hundred dollars for building and furnis 
ing the school and Hawkins Eilertson of Craigmyle was given the contract 
to erect it 

On July 31, 1911, Miss Effie Woods had the first students at the 
school. Margurite and Josephine Beaudoin started at the grade three level 
as they had been in school before. ‘The following is a list of the grade 
one class that enrolled at the time, most of them having not gone to 
school before: Vera and Roy Shoults; Hilda Gibson; Minnie and Fred 
Beaudoin; Sophia, Otto, Jacob and Chris Sieppert; Elsie Neubauer; Robert 
and John Hease; Chris and David Faechner; Emma, Alex, and Albert 
Pfahi. One month later Douglas and Duncan Campbell also attended 
classes. School was operated until November tenth and then holidays were 
declared until May of 1912, when Mr. J. Burns Martin of Craigmyle 
taught for six months until the eighth of November, when school again 
closed for the winter months. The spring of 1913, April fourth saw Miss 
L. Coons teaching twenty-eight students which increased to thirty-live 
by 1914 

Most of the teachers taught at least seven grades and some several 
more. Stephen Rogers, a man almost seventy years of age, taught most 
of the grades from one to twelve. Albert Shoults was his grade twelve 
student. 














In the 1930s salaries went down to subsistence levels. Miss Helen 
Read was paid the sum of three hundred and fifty dollars for her year’s 
services in 1935. She was required to pay fifteen dollars for room and 
board per month so she had twenty dollars per month to squander on 
warm clothes, overshoes and other luxuries. Only one catch the local 
school board was so far in debt that the three or four previous teachers 
were also being paid off gradually; making it impossible to pay Miss Read 
up to date. Therefore debts piled up, board bills remained unpaid and 
not many teachers learned to smoke or drink. They just could not afford 
it 





‘The Sullivan Lake School Division was formed in 1936 incorporating 
seventy-two school districts and the teachers’ lot gradually improved. 

‘The following is a list of the teachers and their years teaching at 
the Hand Hills Lake School District 2281 
Miss Effie Woods—1911 Miss Myrtle Simon—1934 
Mr. J. Burns Martin—1912 (1 month) 
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Miss L. Coons—1913, 1914, 1915 
Mrs. Minnie Coldwell—1916 
(2 months) 
Mr. J. R. Donneworth—1916 
Miss Pearl Jones—1917, 1918, 
1919 
Mr. A, W. Kerr—1920 (1 month) 
Miss Cora Campbell—1920 
(4 months) 
Mr, Duncan Campbell—1920 
(I month) 
Mr. Stephen Rogers—1921, 
1922, 1923 
Mr. A. Weaver—1924 (5 months) 
Miss Joan Peters—1924 (4 
months), 1925, 1926 
Miss Margaret Skene—1927, 
1928, 
Miss Pearl Finkbeiner—1929 
Miss May Nugent—1930, 1931 
Miss Helen Fowler—1932, 1933 





Miss Betty Sitlington—1934 

Miss Helen Read—1935 

Miss Joan Desilet—I936 

Miss Charlotte Reavley—1937, 
1938 
Mrs. Dorothy Limpert—1939, 
1940 

Mrs. Hazel Jenner—1941 

Mrs. Isabel McDonald—1942- 
1945 

Miss June Donaldson (super- 
visor)—1946 (6 months) 

Mrs, Donna Lundgren—1946 
(4 months) 

Miss Audrey Merriot—1947 

Mrs. Winnie Murphy—1947 

Mr. Harry Kyooka—1948, 1949 

Mr. Jim Meehan—1950, 1951 

Mrs. Valerie Whitaker—1952 

Mrs. Barbara Davis—1953, 1954 





‘The school was closed in June, 1955, when many of the families 
in the district sold their holdings to the Hutterian Brethren. The children 


Hand Hills Lake School abou? 1933-1 
‘Morse, Frank Benedict, Henry Karg, Alfred Kelm, 
row: Ruth Wise, Walter Sioppert, George Preston, 


Rowden, Ema Werner, Walter Harrison, Leonard Hat 
Jim Fairweather. Front row: Minnie Sieppert, Irene Sieppert, Ruth Fair- 
‘weather, Reuben 
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that remained attended school at Elmer and Golden Hill and were later 
bussed to Hanna, Victor Karg purchased and moved the school building 
to his farm where it is used as a repair shop. 


‘The local school was the focal point of activities for the community 
over the years. The Christmas concert was always the highlight, with 
children practicing their recitations, songs and plays at least three weeks 
before the concert deadline, and working up to a feverish pitch the day 
before the program. Then regular classes were suspended in favor of 
decorating the school and tree, putting up the curtains, building the stage, 
finishing costumes and holding dress rehearsals. During the 1930s our 
school had a board platform for a stage set on sawhorses about two feet 
above the floor. A few pre-schoolers usually fell off in the course of the 
evening program. The stove was beside the stage and the heat was 
terrific up on the platform; the boys changed costumes in a small cubby 
hole close to the window and the girls donned their angel costumes behind 
the furnace. It was always a miracle what the teacher could make out of 
a bit of wire, cheesecloth, colored paper and mucilage 





The crowd always overflowed the school and quite often the cloak- 
rooms as well, as the boys and girls from other districts came to see their 
neighbor's children perform. It was not uncommon for teenage boys to 
ride or drive to four or five different school concerts in one Christmas 
season when the weather co-operated. Women and children sat near the 
stage and the men stood near the back. Late arrivals always caused an 
upheaval in the crowd which parted to let the women and children push 
their way forward. 





Candy bags and Santa Claus always ended the program with Santa 
usually having trouble with his sleigh and reindeer in some locally 
famous drift. One schoolteacher was so fair minded that he divided the 
last gumdrops in half so they could be more equally divided amongst 
the children. 


Occasionally, if the teacher was young, the local board could be 
prevailed upon to sanction a dance to raise money for a.football, bats 
or softball. The music was very local and the fee usually twenty-five or 
thirty-five cents for gents and ladies free, This was meant to entice the 
ladies who were always in short supply at these local dances. There were 
always some local bachelors who went to all of the dances, but never 
got enough nerve to get out on the floor. Sometimes the teacher 
sponsored a box social to raise money for the Christmas concert. 





‘The school pienie in June was an annual event enjoyed by young and 
old alike. The ice cream freezers were turned by hand in the shade of 
the school. On one occasion Harry Ditchfield turned their freezer too 
fast and made butter out of the sweetened cream. The races were enjoyed 
by all, even though the smart youngster generally found out he could 
start as soon as the board chairman said three and before he said go. 
The ball game between the school children and some of the parents was 
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usually a scream, as the fathers tried manfully but unsiiecessfully to catch 
high flies or steal bases, 


‘The best part of the small rural schools were the noon hour activities 
which usually involved every one that could swing a bat or stand in goal 
when football was played. In respect to fun at recess and noon hour the 
larger consolidated schools will never quite compete, 


THE PARKER BROTHERS 


‘The Parker family came from Milner, North Dakota, and settled at 
Ardley, Alberta, in 1901. In 1903 they moved down to the Watts district 
and established @ ranch on what is now the Lamb brothers’ farm. They 
also established another camp at springs in the Hand Hills where 
Don Benedict now lives. Here they kept their calves and younger cattle; 
until the hard winter of 1906-1907 virtually wiped out most of their herd. 


Harry Parker remembers his father saying they put the thin cattle 
in to feed in December and let all the animals that were in reasonably 
good condition remain out to rustle. The winter was so severe that they 
Jost the thinner cattle they were feeding and also the fatter cattle that 
were out grazing. 


Jim Parker told of taking oxen teams and teams of horses to the 
river at Morrin to get fence posts, as there were no trees this side of the 
river due to prairie fires. When they got out of the river coulee with the 
two loads of posts, they would go ahead with the load pulled by horses 
and let the oxen team pull the load home by themselves. The oxen would 
arrive a day or two later than the horse drawn loads with notes pinned 
on them by people who had fed and watered them along the way. 


After the disastrous winter of 1906-1907 Jim Parker looked after 
what stock remained while John and Ed returned to Ardley. In the spring 
of 1909 they all took up homesteads in the area where Hanna now stands. 


‘The Parker brothers have passed away and two of their children 
John and Harry, still reside in Hanna. 


Harry Parker relates that the Bull Pound got its name from the bull 
pasture containing some forty or fifty bulls which the Parker brothers 
maintained somewhere south of the present site of Hanna. 


MR. AND MRS. GODIAS BEAUDOIN 


sy Mancarer (Beaupom) Burroucis 


My mother and father, Godias and Marie Beaudoin, came to the 
Hand Hills in July of 1909 on the farm now owned by Don Benedict. 


‘We were @ family of six girls and one boy. 


We had come from the Stettler district, a distance of eighty-five 
miles, to settle in the Hand Hills district to have adequate grazing for 


445 

































































the stock. Mother drove the team and wagon with the younger children 
and household items; while father and we children with one hired man, 
rode horseback to drive the stock which consisted of horses, cattle and 
sheep. 


Neighbors were very scarce—our nearest was Kininmonth, a Scotch 
bachelor living two miles away. George Gowen, another bachelor, lived 
seven miles away in the opposite direction. The Flett family lived across 
the Hand Hills Lake. 


In 1910 and 1911 there was a great influx of settlers and a school 
was built. The contractor for the Hand Hills Lake School was Hawkins 
Eilertson of Craigmyle. 


During 1910-1911 when settlers were homesteading at Berry Creek 
and Sunnynook they drove on a trail which went right past our house. 
Mother and Father never turned anyone away in need of a place to 
stay and often our floor was covered with makeshift beds where pioneers 
bunked down for the night. 


In 1912 the railroad came to Hanna (twelve miles away) and the 
people were so excited everyone went into town to see the arrival of the 
first train, 


During our stay at Hand Hills, two boys, Peter and Frank, were 
added to the family. Mother was at home and since the nearest doctor was 
at Stettler, eighty-five miles away, Mrs. Sharp, a neighbor, came to help 
mother. 


In 1914 we sold our ranch to Sherwood Benedict, Don’s father. 
Sherwood Benedict was neighbor in the district and once when his 
doctor brother came from the States for a visit, we took my brother Fred 
to him to examine a growth in Fred’s throat, Dr. Benedict felt it was 
quite serious and performed an operation, removing the growth. Although 
he had his own little black doctor’s bag, he operated on the kitchen table 
with chloroform as the anesthetic. The operation was quite successful. 





After we sold we moved to Dorothy (about forty miles). 


My sister, Josephine, died in 1915 and my oldest sister, Marianne, 
died in 1920. My youngest brother, Tom, died of a ruptured appendix 
at the age of eighteen years. It was a terrible blow to the family. 


Father and Mother passed away in 1953 within five months of one 
another. 


At present Emestine (Mrs. Walter), and Minnie (Mrs. Newton) 
live at Nanton, Alberta; Katie (Mrs, Higman) lives at Nanaimo, British 
Columbia; Fred at Pelican Narrows, Saskatchewan; Pete at Fernie, British 
Columbia; Frank at Vancouver, British Columbia, and myself, Margaret, 
(Mrs. Lee Burroughs), at Eaglesham, Alberta, in the Peace River country, 
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Eprror’s Nor: Godias Beaudoin was an excellent horseman but was 
not quite as proficient driving cars, which he learned later in life. After 
an accident Godias hed with a Model T Ford in which the car had 
tipped over, he exclaimed, “I just couldn’t hold that old Ford down”. 
Another time, Dave Wise had noticed him driving the car through shallow 
sloughs and mud holes on the way to Hanna, and when asked why, 
Godias replied, “Tommy likes to see the mud fly”. 


MR. AND MRS. HARRY SHOULTS 












Loft picture: Irene Morse, Mary Hardi 
Skene (teacher at H. H. L. school) and 
Shoults and jghter Bona Holt 


Mr. and Mrs, Harry Shoults came to the Hand Hills in 1908 and 
homesteaded here on a place later farmed by Prestons and Harold Harri- 
sons. A thick shelter belt still grows where Harry had his original home 
and provides protection for cows wintered by the Hutterian Brethren 
at the present time, 

In 1909 Harry and his brother Ches were grading the roadbed for 
the railway at Langdon and at freeze-up in November Harry volunteered 
to bring seven prospective homesteaders to the Hand Hills to look for 
land; Ferg James, Dick Thornley (McGinty), Bill Ditchfield, Casey Jones, 
a Smith, a Finkbemer and Marshall James. Harry led the way with a 
load of supplies for his wife and small son who were on the homestead 
already, and the seven from Killarney, Manitoba, came behind with a team 
of mules. Ferg James says they looked like a bunch of blackbirds that 
had missed their last flight south. 
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19, Jack Morse, Bonna Shoults, Miss Margaret 
ieki Harding in 1927. Right picture: Harry 
1933. 









































































‘They were caught in a snowstorm before thcy got to Carbon and 
were all wondering why they were not using one of the covered wagons 
they had heard so much about. After staying overnight in Carbon they 
started out for what is now the city of Drumheller with their heads 
wrapped in large sacks held together with huge safety pins made for 
horse blankets that they had purchased in Carbon. They had to trudge 
along behind the wagon to keep warm and Harry sat on the spring seat 
‘of his wagon with his Stetson on and laughed like a hyena at the 
easterners’ plight. 


Going down the river bank hill, they had been told the mules would 
kick if the wagon pushed against them, so they all slid their shoes and 
held the wagon back so the mules actually had to pull going downhill. 
Harry laughed some more. Going up the other side the mules ceased 
pulling and Harry had to get them going with an outlandish yell and 
a big piece of willow brush stroked across their backs. 


‘They got off the trail to the Hand Hills and wound up at a home- 
steader’s place. Harry asked if the party could stay overnight. When asked 
how many there were, Harry replied vaguely, “There are four or five”. 
With true westem hospitality Mr. Turner (Yes, it was Mr. Tumer, the 
father of Bill Tumer, the well-known Henna barrister) invited them to 
take some stored furniture out of the bam and put their horses inside, 
and he went in the house to help his wife prepare supper for the bunch, 


When they all trouped in the house Mr. Tumer looked at Harry 
with a smile and said, “I guess you never went to school, Mr. Shoults, 
you can’t even count”. 





After a good supper, a sound sleep on the kitchen floor, and breakfast 
next morning, they were off again over the turtleback Munson country. 
The wide gauge mountain wagon would not follow the trail and everyone 
walked except for the driver of the pesky mules. They reached Harry's 
place that night and had another banquet before bedding down on a 
tent folded over hay on the kitchen floor. Mrs. Shoults had recently got 
groceries at Bob Congdon’s store some seven miles northwest in a baby 
buggy she had pushed along the trai 


Next morning they looked at the land still available for homesteading, 
‘The two James brothers, Casey Jones and Finkbeiner decided on land 
on the flat. McGinty, Ditchfield and Smith chose land in the hills close 
to Harry's homestead, 


One day later the seven were Calgary bound behind the little mule 
team, Bunny and Ginger. A chinook was blowing and the mules were 
co-operative. They were able to file on all of the plots they had selected 
when they got to the Dominion Land Office in Calgary, and the athletic 
young fellow who waited on them was L. E, Helmer who presently lives 
in Hanna. 
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Harry Shoults helped his brother Ches, and Frank Gibson, construct 
many miles of railway, and the Watts flat section of highway Number 
Nine was a big job that was managed by Harry. Many neighbors earned 
some pocket money on that job in the 1930s, The streets of Hanna and 
Drumheller were originally graded by Harry and for years whenever a 
grading job was contemplated people looked around for Harry as the 
logical person to do the job. 


One cold winter day he went over to get acquainted with his 
neighbors to the west, Syd and Jack Morse. He was not familiar with 
the place and drove right on top of the bank house before a tremendous 
roar of indignation from below told him where he was. He hurriedly 
backed off as Syd and Jack emerged with dirt and fire in their eyes. 


In 1913 Mrs. Shoults’ brother Gilbert Scott had a ruptured appendix 
and in spite of an operation performed on the kitchen table by Drs. Lawson 
and Benedict, Gilbert died of peritonitis some time later. Harry's father, 
William Shoults, also lived with the family. 


Harry remembers talking to a fellow on the roof of the Club House 
when they were building it. He had banged his fingers several times 
and told Harry the Club must be a fine thing, when a fellow would work 
here for nothing and pound his fingers. 





In 1928 the Shoults family moved to Sunnynook, where Harry 
operated the hotel until it burned down in 1939, He spent four years 
back on the farm in the Hills and then several years operating the hotel 
at Delia 


Mrs. Elizabeth Shoults died on the tenth of January, 1947, at the 
age of sixty-one years. Harry lived in the nursing home in Drumheller 
for several years where he retold the stories of the carly days, and also 
kept up with current events. He died in the home in March, 1968. 





He mentioned the stationary bicycle they have at the home for 
rehabilitating the patients. It's a case of “pumping like hell and never 
getting anywhere”, he claimed. 


His daughter, Bonna, was married to Dr. Holt who was a dentist 
in Hanna for many years before his death. Bonna is at present principal 
of the school in Michichi, and her only son, Sydney, is going to university 
in Calgary. 








‘A son, Albert, was also a school teacher and at one time was inspector 
of hospitals under the Social Credit government. 


Harry was a great booster of this part of the world and persuaded 
many young men from Killamey, Manitoba, to migrate to this area. 
‘At one time at least a quarter of the people in this district had Killarney 
as a former address . 
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MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM PFAHL 
ay Penny Prant 


Front row: Mr. and Mrs. William Pfahl. Second row: Rosie, Emma, 
Third row: Reinhold, Fred, Alex, Otto, Albert 


William Pfahl entered the United States in 1900 with his wife and 
some of the thirteen children born to them during their life as pioneers 
in the United States and Canada. They arrived in Canada in 1902 and 
settled east of Olds. There Mr. Pfahi homesteaded and farmed along 
with a brother-in-law. They started farming with three horses. Each 
owned one and the other was shared. ‘The land was plowed with a hand 
plow, then smoothed by dragging trees over the surface to break up 
lumps. After hand seeding the soil was again dragged to help imbed the 
seeds so they would germinate. 

In the spring of 1909 Mr. Pfahl along with Ferdinand Fano left 
the Olds district to homestead in the area which was later to become 
part of an area known as Hand Hills. The trip lasted three days, with 
the necessity of crossing the Red Deer River with cattle being solved by 
putting rails around the outside of the ferry and carrying them across, 

Mrs. Pfahl travelled that road in a covered wagon with a broken 
Jeg which Mr. Pfahl had set for her. 

Many of the people now arrived who were to be neighbors to the 
Pfahls and their descendants. Some of these included the Mohls, Siewerts, 
and Rusts 
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Script claims in those days were made by a man having to 
sleep on the land he had staked for thirty days; so every evening Mr. 
Pfahl left his home for the three-mile walk to the Script which is still 
owned by his grandson, 


‘This same year, 1911, the first hailstorm destroyed their crops causing 
quite a setback in finances. 


The trip to and from Munson, the commercial centre in those days, 
took half a week. A three months’ supply of goods were purchased, 
including foods such as dried apples, prunes, flour, ete. In later years 
grain was hauled to the flour mill there and flour taken home in return 


Farming on the Hand Hills homestead continued to be done solely 
with horses until 1920 and then the purchase of a Waterloo tractor im- 
proved the method of breaking soil, though the main farmwork continued 
‘with horses until the early 1930s. 


‘The first car, a Buick Touring car, owned by Mr. Pfahl was cared 
for like a baby. ‘The carly fall rains and frosts saw the car up on blocks 
and there it stayed until after the spring seeding was completed. 


The crops were bindered and stacked. Later neighbors such as the 
Mohls, who owned threshing machines, travelled from farm to farm to 
do custom threshing as soon as frost permitted transporting the heavy 
machinery over the land. When the weather didn’t co-operate the machin- 
ery was stuck in mudholes for two or more days, 


Mr. Pfahl found the opportunity here to provide for his family 
much more acceptable to his way of thinking. At Olds for seventy-five 
cents a day he had done jobs such as spreading manure by hand on 
neighbors’ fields. This seventy-five cents paid for a pair of overalls in 
those days. Whole days spent haying earned seventy-five cents also. 


Mr. Pfahl spent his spare time hunting prairie chicken and rabbits, 
which they used for food or he sold to pay for powder and caps to make 
his shells. ‘This love of hunting gave a good boost to their incomes, and 
as the children grew older the boys began to hunt also, The area covered 
over the years increased as vehicles became part of the family’s way of 
travel. They hunted an area bordered by Hand Hills Lake, Dowling 
ake, Oyen, Fish Lake and the Red Deer River. The average coyote 
catch in the very early years was fifteen to thirty-five. In later years as 








many as seventy-five to one hundred were accounted for in a season. 
Most days they managed to bring home five or six dead coyotes in the 
botiom of the cutter. Good pelts were sold for twenty to thirty-five dollars, 
and badger pelts were bringing as much as sixty dollars in the 1930s. 


This love for hunting continues still in the family with Reinhold; 
his son, Lester and Otto still hunting and raising hounds, The price for 
pelts certainly isn’t the incentive for these people anymore. 
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In the early days Mr, Pfahl did much in the way of doctoring 
neighbors and family. He set broken bones for his son Otto and others. 
His touch seemed fairly accurate, for very few settings left any bad 
effects and then only where a severe break had occurred. Shingles in 
strips were used as splints, then the area was wrapped with cord and 
medicated oil forced behind the splint to keep the skin from becoming 
sore. This doctoring stopped when medical men in the area made known 
to him that a license was needed. 


‘The family that the neighbors were acquainted with were: Lydia 
Schnieder who has seven children, lives at Medicine Hat; Rosie Siewert 
Keller who had four children, resides in Calgary now; Emma mi: ried 
Dave Karg. They have three children: Victor married Ella Doering, Hilda 
married Art Kanewischer and Violet married Reinhold Doering. They 
are all still living in this vicinity. Mrs. Karg died in 1947. Otto married 
Bertha Martin of Rolling Hills and settled in the Parr area. Later they 
moved to a farm four miles southwest of Hanna and then to Hanna where 
he does carpentry work and bunts a little for sport. Two of their three 
daughters, Mrs. Melvin Maetzger and Mrs. Arnold Fecho, reside in the 
Hanne area, Their third daughter married Alf Beck; Alex married Matilda 
Kelm of Burstal, Saskatchewan, in 1925 and they lived on their farm 
‘west of the home farm, Alex tilled land ideally suited for sidehill gouges, 
and by hard work and perseverance made a good living for his family. 
In 1958 Mr. and Mrs, Piahl moved to Hanna and Alex continues his 
farming operations from town; a son Ernest who married Elaine Pogson, 
lived on a farm cast of Hanna, He died prematurely in 1959; another 
son Melvin and his wife Penny purchased the home farm. They have 
planted a long double row of evergreens around the buildings and named 
their place “Valley View Farm”. They have two sons, Jeffrey and Jayme; 
two other sons of Alex Pfah’s died in infancy. 


‘A nephew, Alfred Kelm, who was raised by the Pfahls married Anne 
Klein. They farmed for several years on the Neubauer farm before moving 
to Delia in 1955, where they live today with their five children. Alfred 
was an enthusiastic hockey player and made many trips over to the 
‘Thumblert dam with the East Hand Hills boys, where Sunday afternoon 
contests between two pick-up teams were much enjoyed. Alfred and Anne 
have four boys, Randy, Gerald, Myron and Sherwyn, one daughter, Leanne. 





Albert married Anne Kelm, a sister of Alex’s wife in 1927 and they 
lived on their farm six miles southwest of Hanna until 1958 when they 
moved to Hanna. A son, Ivan, lives on the home place. Wilbert lives on 
a farm nearbly and a daughter, Bernitha, completes the family. 


Fred married Anne Temple and after a short period of farming near 
Hanna moved to the Olds district where he farmed until retiring to 
Calgary. They have two children. 


Bertha married Albert Jess. They and their two children reside in 
Vancouver. 
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Reinhold married a local girl, Anne Faechner, and they lived in the 
big two-storey house built by William Pfahl in 1921. 


A lover of horses, Reinhold, was one of the last and most reluctant of 
the local farmers to change over to tractor power, and continued to hunt 
coyotes with a team and cutter in the 1960s. When hunting, it was the 
usual strategy to never let a coyote know that he was being followed. 
If possible the team was driven past the coyote several times, or possibly 
around him until he decided the driver of the sleigh meant him no harm. 
Then the hounds were let loose and in a short time the coyote realized 
he had made a mistake. 


‘Their daughter, Betty, married Noel Peterson and they lived on a 
farm near Medicine Hat for some time, now reside southeast of Hanna. 


A son, Lester, was recently married to Ruth Toews of Morden, 
Manitoba, and they are living on the farm formerly owned by Grant Yoder 
and Reinhold Fano. 


In 1962 Mr, and Mrs. Reinhold Pfahl moved to the Fano farm and 
later to Hanna. 


MR. AND MRS, GOTTFRIED FAECHNER 


Gottiried and Mrs. Faechner moved from Olds in 1909 with Burge- 
mesters and Graumanns, The Faechners homesteaded two miles cast 
and one mile north of Hand Hills Lake School. ‘The oldest girl, Martha, 
now Mrs. Charlie Karg, remembers having to walk for the milk cows that 
were sometimes as much as three miles from home in the evening, Quite 
often the cows were grazing near a spring where a Frenchman by the 
name of LaRiche had a bank house, As Martha could not talk French 
and Mr. LaRiche could not speak English or German they only had a 
nodding acquaintance, 


‘They attended congregational church services in a sod church just 
south of John Gall’s farm and later services in a church south of Dan 
Siewert’s farm. 


In 1914 Mr. and Mrs. Gottfried Faechner moved to a farm one mile 
north and one mile west of their homestead where they farmed for many 
years. 


Emanuel married Olga Sieppert; Martha married Charlie Ka 
married Emma Siewert, he passed away suddenly in 1947; Dan married 
Ella Siewert and he died 1944; Ida married Bill Raugust and they 
live near Red Deer 








Mr. Faechner died in 1941. Mrs. Faechner passed on seventeen years 
later in 1958 at the age of eighty-four years, 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN MORSE 
ay Lian (Morse) Jounson 





Mr. and Mrs. Jack Morse 


John Morse was born in the Lora Doone county of Somerset, Eng 
land in 1878. His father died when he was nine; and he was of a family 
of nine. His mother, burdened with a large family and problems, let John 
out for adoption under the care of William Morris. He worked for his 
keep and education by doing errands and writing shorthand, working in 
a furniture shop and also on big stain glass windows for churches. He 
apprenticed in the metal shop under silversmiths. Their fingers and hands 
were eaten away from acid used in the metal plating vats, therefore, it 
was very discouraging. 


There was talk of land overseas, All one had to do was farm it 
‘They advertised “Go West young man, go West”. Along the Thames he 
tossed a coin to see whether it would be Australia or Canada, It was 
Canada. 


He worked bis way across Canada from Halifax and although work 
was hard to find and he slept outside even in cold weather, he managed 
to make his way to the west. He was called a green Englishman and 
pushed on to other places and jobs. 


However he loved Canada and its wild west. When taking a home- 
stead in the Hand Hills in 1909, he said he would rather live in a hole 
in a hill than a mansion of someone else's. His brother Syd came over 
two years later, That winter they dug their hole in the hill, covered it 
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over with sod and spent @ couple of winters in it in reasonable comfort. 
Later they tried a stone house but that wasn’t as good, the steam con- 
densed and the walls iced up making it damp and cold. 


They broke the virgin soil with their oxen, Sandy and Jim, and a 
walking plow. Some days it would take until noon to find the beasts as 
they could roam several miles in any direction. They made a long trip 
to Stettler in the spring to get a load of wheat to plant, and a few days 
after getting it home a prairie fire raged over their farm burning the 
cartload of wheat, their chickens and their dog, 





‘There was an abundance of upland game to eat if you had the 
bullets and a gun to shoot 





About 1915 Syd and John split up, each building a house of their ow 
John took a wife, Clara Elizabeth Ditchficld, married in Hanna by Rev. 
Finkbeiner. His daughter, Pearl Finkbeiner, later was @ teacher at Hand 
Hills Lake School. 





‘Then came one of the big days in his life; Clara was giving birth 
to the first of four girls, Lillian Alice, born in Grandmother Ditchfield’s 
home. Mrs. Moench (grandmother of John) was the midwife. 


Horses were now the way of transportation in the Hand Hills, which 
led to horse wranglers, cowboys, muleskinners and stampedes! Stampedes 
were the centre of attraction, Mom and Dad and everyone else seemed 
to love them. 


The Morse family was then blessed with a second baby girl who 
was born in the Hanna Hospital, and named Irene May. 


Crops and harvesting was a big operation which involved the big 
steam engine of Stubbs’ and fifteen teams of horses to haul the grain 
and sheaves, In the moming the whistle would blow and the teams of 
mules and horses would be harnessed to start hauling. The men worked 
up great appetites during the day and you were relieved when they were 
done, because it involved a lot of cooking and washing 


After two years, Clara had another child, Rose Ellen, nicknamed, 
“General”. 


John was a nervous driver with horses and Model T Fords. He had 
runaways and drove through fences numerous times. It was about five 
miles to the Club House around the lake, so John built himself a boat 
and paddled across the lake, a distance of about a mile. When they built 
the curling rink, be just couldn’t stay home. Curling started on Friday 
and instead of going home when bonspiels were on, they slept in the 
Club House, Many times he crossed the ice to go and curl, attend a 
Christmas party, games of crib, or just a good old Friday night dance. 
There were good times, on Christmas we would go to Grandmother 
Ditchfield’s or else stay home, sing Christmas carols around the organ 
and Dad would play his old violin. When the three girls were all going 
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to school one rode on Buck and two rode on Kit. These buckskin ponies 
were once owned by the gypsies so we were told, and were both over 
thirty years of age when retired. Jack, or Roanie as he was nicknamed, 
was on school boards, club boards, and he spent fifteen years on the 
hospital board. It was one of these trips to @ meeting early in March 
that he took his wife Clara with him. After all these fifteen years it just 
had to be a little boy. But no, another girl—Shirley Jean. She is Mrs. 
Emie Peterson with two little boys and lives at Chinook. Rose or “General” 
married Ed Davis, two children, Ivy and Bill. Irene joined the army and 
in a few years was made a sergeant, After the war she married and is 
now Mrs. Charlie Moebes. Lillian married Martin Johnson and has two 
sons, Ray and Roy and now three grandsons. 





John Morse was a loving father, sportsman and gardener, but I 
don’t think that he ever learned to milk a cow. He passed on in June 
of 1959 and lays at rest in a little graveyard just outside Chinook. Mrs 
Morse lives with her daughter Rose in Drumheller. 


Eprron’s Nore: Jack was master of ceremonies at many Hand Hills 
Lake Christmas concerts and could always come up with a small joke to 
keep the audience attentive in the interlude during which the teacher 
wrestled with small boys and costumes backstage, 





At church, the Sunday after his fourth girl was born, Jack was kidded 
about not being able to manage a boy after having had thrce girls already. 
Jack allowed there was a shortage of girls for the country dances and 
someone had to raise them 


A. C. (GHORTY) MURRAY AND JACK (LONG JACK) EDWARDS 


A.C, (Shorty) Murray came from Nova Scotia in 1908 to take up 
a homestead on the northeast side of Hand Hills Lake. 


Jack Edwards came some time later to work on the railroad that 
was going through and stayed with Shorty the rest of his life. He did 
the cooking and gardening and looked after the twin rows of trees they 
planted in the 1930s. 


Like most batching couples they did their share of arguing. “Shorty” 
stated flatly one day that Jack did not look where he was going. Of course 
this was debated spiritedly by “Long Jack”, so Murray set out to prove 
his statement. He set a bucket of water in front of the door to the shack, 
and then called out for Jack to come and help him fix the windmill. Jack 
put his foot squarely in’ the pail, much to “Shorty’s” amusement. 

During the 1930s a radio was acquired by almost everyone in the 
district and Jack and Shorty always planned their day so they would not 
miss “Ma Perkins” or “Pepper Young’s Family” which were a couple of 
the favorite serials of the day. 
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‘A strong southwest wind took the top completely off their shack 
one afternoon. They had left the door open and the wind had exerted 
a strong lift, The new roof was a gable type replacing the former shed 
effect. 


‘They were both staunch supporters of the Club House events and 
at the annual stampede Shorty started the races for many years. With 
no starting gates and all race entries trying either for a head start, or a 
running start, this was a real headache and many times horses tired 
and tempers frayed before a race finally got underway. “Long Jack” had 
the job at the stampede of letting the contestants in and keeping the 
crowd out of the arena area, He was an ardent crib player and taught 
many of the youngsters at the club how to count their crib hands. His 
method was to tell them once and thereafter to let them tally their own 
scores. They soon learned not to miss any points. He had a stammer 
that plagued him all his life, but it is said Harry Shoults had the knack 
of curing it temporarily. He would baw! Jack out and cuss him a little, 
Jack would get mad and talk without a falter until he cooled off. He 
went blind sometime before his death and he died in the Hanna Hospital 
in 1945. 








Soon afterwards Shorty sold his farm to Harold Harrison and moved 
to Delia where he helped Harry Shoults in the hotel. He paid up his 
cow brand fee and registered it in Freddie Courtney's name, as a present. 
Freddie was eleven years old at the time with one yearling heifer in his 
name, He has since built up a fair herd and taken over Shorty’s job of 
starting the races at the Stampede. 


Neither Shorty nor Long Jack ever got married. Terrific competition 
in the early years for the hands of all the available single women in the 
country resulted from the fact that there were many more eligible men 
around than women. Thus many respectable young men went through 
life without the help of a good woman. 





A.C. Murray died in the hotel at Delia around 1950. 


THE WISES 
ay Minniz Dovte 


Our parents were among the many who poured into the prairie 
provinees during the homesteading boom. Dad, David Henry Wise, was 
born in 1885 in Ohio. His grandfather migrated from Germany as a boy, 
and his grandmother came from France. His own mother was of Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch stock. As a young man Dad tried his hand at many things 
—a tobacco plantation, farming, sheep herding in Montana, logging and 
prospecting around Field, British Columbia, in 1902 and then back to 
ranching in Kansas. There he met and in 1905 married Mary Jano 
(Mayme) Miller—the daughter of long time residents of Missouri. Her 
father was a farmer and part time minister of the Church of Christ. 
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Mother's people were of English, Scotch, Irish and German descent, but 
had been established in southern Missouri long before the days of the 
Civil War. 


Dad, whose brother had homesteaded near Stettler, Alberta, kept 
wanting to move on to greener pastures, It sounded like quite a gamble 
to Mother, but finally in I911 they packed up and headed for the wilds 
of Alberta. It must have been a real hardship for Mother to leave a 
closely-knit family, and with two small girls; Mary—four, and Minnie— 
two, with very little money or worldly goods to venture into the unknown. 


‘That first winter was spent with Dad’s brother Charlie at Lowden 
Lake near Stettler while Dad went homestead hunting. He liked the looks 
of the Hand Hills Lake District and filed on the west half of section 
thirty-one, township twenty-nine, range fifteen, although the railroad 
had not yet been completed to the present townsites of Hanna, Watts 
and Craigmyle. So carly in the spring of 1912 we moved. By that time 
we had a team of big black horses—Boy and Milto, a wagon, a walking 
plow, two cows, a few chickens and the bare essentials in furniture. We 
were more fortunate than some of the carly settlers for Dad’s homestead 
had been abandoned earlier. A sod shack was still standing, a well just 
needed cleaning and a few acres of land had been plowed, so we moved 
right in in time to plant a garden and a patch of grain. Dad fixed up 
the shack, built a shelter for the stock and then with his team went 
working on the C.N.R, railroad grade, east toward Hanna. Stettler was 
still the nearest town in those early days. 


We really moved into a well-settled area with neighbors all around 
us—Tom Devine, an eccentric old bachelor across the road west, Frank 
Gibson, his wife and children Fred and Hilda on the northwest comer, 
and straight north lived the Jake Kessel family, On the other half of our 
section lived the George Hardings. Southeast the Harry Shoults family 
resided, directly south were two bachelors—‘Long” Jack Edwards and 
“Shorty” Murray, and the Ditchfield family, while beyond Tom Devine 
near the Hand Hills Lake lived the Morse brothers—Jack and Syd—proud 
owners of a team of oxen in those early days. 

Our first experience with these oxen was quite terrifying, Mary and 
I were alone in the shack when suddenly the whole thing began to shake 
and quiver and a great bellowing filled the air! ‘Those great beasts were 
rubbing against the walls and causing wild confusion! Luckily for us 
Mother got them chased away before the whole place collapsed, but not 
before a few more cracks were opened up in the roof. I well remember 
the mud puddles on the floor when it rained. Those same oxen used to 
make the trip to Stettler hitched to a stoneboat. With luck, Jack and Syd 
Morse could make the round trip in a week, bringing mail and supplies 
for the neighbors. Dad hauled lumber from Stettler to build our first 
frame house located about a quarter of a mile south of the old sod shack 





Those were rough times for the women for most of the men went 
working on the road grades during the summer—Harry Shoults was one 
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of the more colorful straw-bosses on some of these jobs. Dad worked on 
the grades near home and later on the C.N.R.-C.P.R. race from Red Deer 
to Rocky Mountain House for the right-of-way across the North Saskat- 
chewan River. The C.N.R. won and built on up to Nordegg and the 
coal fields of Brazeau. Dad also took his team and wagon and went 
harvesting in southern Alberta and Saskatchewan, He also cleared land 
for Shan Gowan about ten miles west in the Hand Hills. He got poles and 
fence posts or brush for kindling in return, then in the fall when the wild 
fruit was ripe we would go to Shan’s farm to pick saskatoons and rasp- 
berries. We children looked forward to those excursions for years! 


Mom had many harrowing experiences while Dad was away. There 
were few fences then and the cows had to be tethered on picket chains. 
While moving them one night old Roany bolted and Mom, tangled up 
in the chain was dragged around the yard. Young Fred Gibson heard 
the commotion and came rushing over. He rescued Mom, but she was 
badly bruised and laid up for days. Fred came to milk the cows but 
Roany hed other ideas! Finally Fred had to put on Mom's apron and 
sun bonnet before Roany would let him near her. 


By the time Hanna had become our main trading centre, Mom had 
a single buggy and a tall bay mare named Kate to drive. We were sixicen 
miles from Hanna but Mother made many a lonely trip to town trading 
butter, eggs, and fresh vegetables for groceries. Kate was unpredictable 
and Mom had some wild rides behind her, including a real runaway 
on her way home one day. Mom managed to steer her into a straw stack 
before she could run over us kids waiting in the yard. She upset the 
buggy, broke the shaft and scattered groceries to the four winds but 
Mom was unhurt, just angry. 


Our Hand Hills Lake School was established by the time Mary 
and I were ready to go. It was four miles around the road but often we 
used the shortcut by going southeast across our place, through Hardings 
and across the school section—saving a lot of steps. Kate was supposed 
to be our means of transportation but she found many ways of shirking 
that responsibility. She would dump us over her head or slide us off 
backwards, then nothing short of a step ladder could get us mounted 
again, so she would trot home with us trailing along trying to catch 
her. Sometimes she would shy at a rock pile, get the bit in her teeth 
and bolt for home. Finally Mother hed had it, and for the first and only 
time in my memory Mother rode a horse! She set off at top speed on 
Kate, along our route. At last they returned—a much chastened Kate 
and Mother, grim, but the victor. What Mother said or did to Kate we 
never knew, but Kate had a very healthy respect for Mother after that, 
and we made it to school on time for a change! 











‘The winter of 1914 was a bad one for us. We had moved by then 
into our frame house (one large room and lean-to) but we couldn’t get 
water at this new site so for years much of the water we used had to 
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be hauled by barrels and stoncboat from our corner well. That was the 
winter Dad got sick with double pneumonia and for a long time things 
looked bad. Old Dr. Wade from Hanna made many a trip by team and 
cutter to see Dad. Nurse Bois came to look after him, Later she married 
Bob McCullough and they remained our good friends as long as they 
lived in Alberta, The neighbors rallied round to help Dad on the farm 
that spring, ‘That was the summer William (Bill) was born and Mom had 
a rough time. Once again we had a nurse, Nurse Brown. 


Gradually our community grew and developed. During the First 
World War the men organized money-raising functions. So began the 
famous Hand Hills Lake Stampede, the first being held at Jack Miller's 
Ranch in 1917, After that Dad and the other men of the community 
worked hard to raise money and build the Hand Hills Lake Club House 
on the west side of the lake. Dad acted as secretary-treasurer for many 
years becoming a fixture on the gate on stampede days. The women were 
not idle, as they ran the kitchen providing lunches or full dinners for 
the many activities held at the hall. It quickly became a real community 
centre for all ages—roller skating, basketball, dancing, whist drives, turkey 
shoots, community Christmas dinners with concerts for all the children, 
and always crib games or checkers going on in the basement. Everywhere 
children were at play for they all came—babies were tucked away under 
the counters or on the tables to sleep. Our David, born 1916, was among 
the children who grew up in these times. The highlight of the year was 
the annual stampede held in July, which attracted top names from all 
‘over the continent—Pete Knight, Herman Linder, ete. For year’s Mother's 
specialty for these midnight lunches was doughnuts—for dinners—pump- 
in pics. T well remember the good spicey aroma of pumpkin pies and the 
all day doughnut-making sessions on Club days. 





Mother and Dad were active in getting a non-denominational church 
established in the district. An abandoned school in the dust bow! about 
forty miles south of us was made available to the men if they could 
move it. This was during the hungry 1930s when moncy was at a premium, 
but the men undertook the project. With the advice and equipment of a 
local mover, several men and tractors (Dad and Bill with their tractor 
were with them all the way) and lots of work the school was set down 
on property at the end of the lake west of us, which was donated by 
Bob Congdon. So with the rebuilding of the chimney, a foundation, pews 
and pulpit, a church was born. The ladies formed a very active Ladies’ 
Aid Society to help raise money to defray the expenses of the church, 
‘The minister came from Craigmyle—Mr. Griffiths, a little Welshman, 
was one of our first ministers. He and his wife were very faithful in all 
kinds of weather. 

We had our share of problems. Ruth, who was bon in 1923, was 
not strong as a baby. Then at nine months she needed an emergency 
mastoid operation, Dr. Mason was young and new to Hanna at that 
time and this was the first such operation he performed on his own. 
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Naturally he was very proud of the results and we were most grateful. 
Mother suffered from a strange type of epilepsy for years and in spite of 
the advice and treatment of many doctors, no complete cure was ever 
found. Mary, who had entered nurses’ training in Edmonton, had to give 
up all thoughts of a career when she became ill. In spite of doctors in 
Edmonton, Hanna, Calgary and the Mayo Clinic, she died at the age 
of twenty-one from an inoperable brain tumor. 


‘There were many hardships sent to try the endurance of the settlers 
—severe winters, hot dry summers, hail, early frosts and grasshoppers! 
They came in clouds and stripped everything. One year when even the 
pastures were invaded we got unexpected help from the west—great flocks 
of seagulls suddenly lit on the hillsides in the pasture. What a wonderful 
meal they must have had and what a relief for us! One year the country 
was overrun with anmy web worms. We stood stunned as they marched 
in from the east and hit the end of our garden, Mom was heartbroken 
but suddenly Dad had an idea! We grabbed anything that would dig 
and started a ditch across the garden, as we dug Dad poured tractor oil 
along the ditch, We patrolled the ditch and guarded the ends—it gave us 
great pleasure to knock the more venturesome worms down into the oil, 
and we saved at least half the garden, 


‘Then the depression hit and times got bad for everyone. Drought, 
dust and wind—hot and searing—crops blew out or were buried—gradually 
fences were built on top of old ones—north of us even the telephone poles 
almost disappeared, Cattle were hungry and thirsty, there was no extra 
feed, but the bottom had dropped out of markets. I can remember Dad 
selling beef on the hoof for four cents a pound, and I remember getting 
up at four o'clock in the morning to pick peas and beans for market— 
two to four cents a pound! Here in Vancouver today I see peas on the 
market at forty cents a pound—our pigs would have been insulted at 
such poor specimens! But the farmers held on—a few moved but what 
was there to move with and where was anything better? Dad tried other 
crops—corn, alfalfa and root erops for cow feed. Strip farming was tried 
to cut down the destructive force of the wind, and gradually times im- 
proved. I taught school through the lean years and we teachers suffered 
along with the farmers, Bill enjoyed working with machinery and so he 
and Dad rode out the depression to better times, but David was impatient 
with the lack of opportunities for advancement, so he and Lawrence 
Morton struck out on their own. David tried many things in the next 
four years, only to meet with a fatal accident at Agassiz, British Columbia, 
in 1936 on his way home. 


Many incidents come to mind as I think back over the early days 
—the terrific blizzards that came up suddenly, the anxious hours when 
Dad was caught out in such a storm, but somehow he always made it 
to safety (some were not so lucky), the time Dad was lost in the fog 
on Hand Hills Lake and finally made his way along the west shoreline 
to the Club House, the time Dad and I fought a prairie fire northeast 
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of us while on the way to Hanna. I often think of the first aeroplane 
that flew over our place—Dad and Jack Edwards were watching it and 
Jack started to stutter, “Well—well—by gosh—well yes you bet—I believe 
he will make Drumheller by suppertime!” A distance of some thirty-five 
miles as the crow flies and this at four in the afternoon. Dad said later 
the pilot was probably over Drumheller by the time Jack finished his 
sentence 


Mother's health continued poor and she died in 1940. Ruth and Bill 
stayed on the farm but I moved to Vancouver, later marrying Jim Doyle. 
We have three daughters in university and school. Ruth married Rod | 
McDonald of Halkirk. They have four children, two of whom are now 
married and Ruth has two grandchildren, Shorty Murray came to live 
with Dad on the farm. Bill married Anne Vogel and they have two 
adopted children and two grandchildren now. Bill and Anne live -at 
Forestburg, while Ruth and Rod now live at Tappen, British Columbia. 
Dad remarried a widow, Mrs. Fran McDonald of Halkirk. Later Dad 
sold the old farm and Dad and Fran with the step-daughter Alice moved 
to Vancouver. They had a small apartment house for awhile and Dad 
did landscape gardening around Vancouver. Then they bought a nice 
place in White Rock, British Columbia, where Dad had a lovely garden. 
Dad died quite suddenly in 1962 and now Fran has sold the White Rock 
place and lives at Tlell, Queen Charlotte Islands, near Alice who married 
Doug Richardson and has five children. 

So the family has scattered. Today no one is left on the farm. I 
wonder if I could even find some of the landmarks so familiar to me 
fifty years ago. I know many of the oldtimers are gone and their families, 
like ours, are scattered 

















THE SHERWOOD BENEDICT FAMILY 
ay Jean (BeNzDicr) Payne 


Mr. and Mrs, Dave Wise, William, Minnie, Ruth and David in 1929. 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood Benedict, Roland, Don, Jean and Frank in 1942. 
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Sherwood Benedict, in 1904, came by stock car train from Towa 
to Innisfail. As his brothers had done, he homesteaded in the Wimborne 
district. In May, 1909, he married Mary Gerber who, in 1903, had come 
with her parents and brothers by immigrant train from Missouri to 
Carstairs, then to Mayton. In the summer of 1909 Sherwood, his brother 
Archie and two other men, travelling by democrat spent two weeks land 
hunting east of the Hand Hills, They took their directions from land 
office maps and surveyors’ markings. They carried a tent for shelter and 
cooked their food over open campfires. At night horses were hobbled 
and left to graze. The winter of 1907-1908 had been severe. East of the 
Hand Hills Lake area bones and skeletons of cattle and horses lying in 
fields and abandoned corrals gave stark evidence of tragedy. 


Later, when the men made a second trip, they decided on land in 
the Hand’ Hills Lake area where rolling hills and sloughs partially sur- 
rounded by brush gave testimony of good soil and some moisture. A. visit 
to the Calgary Land Titles Office told them which sections were open. 
There they signed up for script land, A person was permitted to prove 
up on one homestead, then take out a purchased homestead. On the latter 
cone had the same obligations as for a homestead, that is to break ten 
acres a year for three years (thirty acres in all), to crop the thirty acres 
and to live on the homestead six months of the year. In addition, however, 
one had to pay a small price such as three dollars per acre. Sherwood 
chose for himself and Mary the east half of section fifteen and the south 
half of 21-29-15 west of the fourth, He also bought the west half of 
section fifteen from Alfred Aspinall. The surveyors had made four square 
holes two and one half feet across and sixteen inches deep at the northeast 
corner of each quarter section, In the centre of the four holes they stuck 
an iron rod six feet long. On a flat side at the upper portion of the stake 
was inseribed the location description such as southeast quarter of section 
fifteen, township twenty-nine, range fifteen, west of the fourth. A pioneer 
found’ the northeast comer of his land then sighted along the sides of 
the squares to get the boundaries of his quarter. He would travel along 
the direction thus gained and locate the next set of holes. If possible one 
man would wave from one set of holes to @ partner at the next set and 
thus get a straight line for fencing. On flat land it was somewhat easier 
to find the second set, as one could tie a rag on the rim of the wagon 
wheel, then count the revolutions to determine the distance. 


In December of 1909 Sherwood took to his homestead his first load 
of pioneer effects, Amongst other things were several bags of potatoes. It 
was a two-day trip so when the men camped for night they put the 
potatoes under their pillows to prevent them from freezing. It was futile. 
‘The potatoes were frozen solid. Even so they were considered a delicacy 
for few people had potatocs that winter. Alone in this new land he 
learned first hand some cooking secrets. How he laughed about the time 
he cooked rolled oats. He put sufficient dry oats in the pot to fill it, then 
started adding water for the cooking. Soon every pot in the shack, including 
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the dishpan, contained the expanding oats. Ah well, porridge was sus- 
taining, and the week's meals were now prepared. 





Sherwood built homestead shacks that could later be moved together 
to form a house, It was a “shack lean-to” style of architecture, the beauty 
of which lay in the friendly welcome extended by its occupants—always 
room for one more. 


When Mary's sixteen by twenty shack was complete she went out 
from Wimborne district by sleigh, a two-day journey. At the Red Deer 
River they had to travel ten miles down river from Wigmore’s to Toll- 
man’s Crossing, in places on ice covered by a foot of water. No mishap 
occurred and @ peaceful night was spent at Tollman’s. ‘The journey was 
finished next day. 


Lumber was first hauled from Innisfail and the next year from 
Stettler, a two-day journey. Mary's shopping lists were made to bring 
home a six months’ supply and she never ran short. Later trading was 
done at Munson, then Castor, and finally Hanna in 1912. 


In the summer of 1910 a Methodist minister held a few services in 
the Benedict home. 


Dr. E. P. Benedict, Sherwood’s brother, made his home with Sher- 
wood and Mary from 1911 to 1915 while proving up a homestead plus 
a quarter of script land. Alter breaking up the required thirty acres he 
broadcast several bushels of turnip seed. He didn’t really expect a crop, 
but turnip seed was the cheapest that was available. He fullilled his 
homestead requirements in this way and reported a one hundred per 
cent crop failure 


For his required plowing, Sherwood made several furrows around 
his land, adding some each year. On this he planted oats and had an 
excellent crop. This plowing served also the prime need for a fireguard. 


An ample water supply was required for a permanent home site. 
‘The search for water began with Sherwood on the south half of section 
fifteen, where a seventy-foot well was dug. It started caving in so was 
abandoned. On the north half of section fifteen a two-foot diameter 
shallow bored well gave insufficient water. Drilling a well failed also 
as they struck impenetrable rock. From Godias Beaudoin, Sherwood then 
bought the north half of section thirty-two, township twenty-nine, range 
sixteen, west of the fourth on which were three strong springs and the 
well known “Gap”. The family now included Roland and Jean. Sherwood 
built a home on the coulee hill above the two strongest springs, The 
three springs ran clear cold water, a temperature of about forty degrees. 
‘They never failed, even during drought 


Benedicts now had a new problem, that of carrying water up the 
hill. It had to be eliminated so, with shovel, hand plow, scraper, fresno 
and horsepower, they cut the hill back and built a shelf at a low level. 
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One busy day good neighbors with teams helped move the house down to 
this shelf. There a permanent home was established. It was the same “shack, 
lean-to” style, but they piped the spring water to a pump in the house, 
More pipes carried the waste water from sink to cesspool. The floor in 
the two main rooms of the house were maple hardwood, and the living 
room ceiling was twelve and one-half feet high. Dancing, house parties, 
gymnastics, wrestling and everyday living were enjoyed in this big room. 
Miss Jean Peters, a schoolteacher new from the city of Calgary, one 
winter day watched in horror as a blizzard piled the snow gradually over 
the first living room window of normal height, then continued and 
finally covered half of a window lying horizontally across the upper part 
of the room at a height of nine feet. It was at this home that Don, born 
in the old Hanna Hospital, and J. Frank, born in the new Hanna Hos- 
pital, joined the family. 


Across the coulee Sherwood set his barn back into a six foot bank 
to provide extra warmth and to make easier the unloading of hay into 
the hay mow door at the back. Through that same door their inquisitive 
milk cow, Spot, one day climbed into the hay mow. She always thought 
other fields were greener, There Sherwood found her stuck, two feet 
through the hay mow floor, A fence crawler she was too, so for awhile 
she had the honor of wearing a poke, a wooden framework shaped like 
the lines used for a game of naughts and crosses, with the cow's head 
through the cenire. It was sometimes three and one-half to five feet high 
and was designed to curtail fence crawling. 





Sherwood harvested the prairie wool on section fifteen for feed and 
for sale. His hay stacker, powered by one horse, simplified work somewhat 
as a farm hand would today. A horse hitched. to a pulley rope went for- 
ward to lift the load, then backward to let the fork down. One stacker 
horse was reluctant 10 co-operate at a given vocal command. Shep, Sher- 
‘wood’s Collie dog, saw and understood, He appointed himself the driver 
and sent the horse forward or back by nipping the horse’s heels or nose 
as the moment required. 


“Sleepy Hollow” they called their ranch. They all liked animals, 
each had his own horse and did much riding. Sleepy Hollow offered 
many amenities for children: horses, cattle, sheep, dogs, chickens, some- 
times geese or ducks, water for rafting or wading, muskrats water and 
land birds, hills for digging, coasting or tobogganing, ice for skating, 
snowdrifts for tunnels and scaling, groves of trees for climbing and 
picnicking, saskatoons, gooseberries and wild strawberries. Spring thaw or 
flash cloudbursts sent volumes of water tumbling down the coulee and 
three times washed out the culvert and eight-foot grade that spanned 
the coulee from house to bam. 


Lighting over the years ranged from candles, kerosene lanterns and 
lamps to Coleman mantle gas lamps, to farm-generated electricity, to 
Calgary Power or its counterpart. Mr. Percy Coldwell at one time had 


465 






































small electric lights powered by his Ford car motor. His wife, in her turn, 
created a dried vegetable soup, a good forerunner of those in supermarkets 
today. 


The first soft coal was hauled from Bloom's mine, then two years 
later a better coal was found at Old Sam’s mine in a coulee five miles 
southeast. 


Sherwood liked ranching and stayed with it, He had a three-year 
government lease on some land east of the Hand Hills Lake. He fenced 
it all for pasture. In later years this land was opened up for homesteads. 


‘The fall, winter and spring of 1919-1920 were spent in Iowa at 
Sherwood Benedict’s boyhood home. He took cattle and some horses with 
him. Ilness took some cattle, others he sold. The horses were also sold. 
While the Benedicts were in Iowa, Godias Beaudoin and family cared 
for Sleepy Hollow. 

Back in the Hand Hills in the 1920s Sherwood built up @ herd of 
dairy cows. Then came the 1930s with drought, dust and depression. 
Water holes dried up and pasture was cropped short. Sherwood worked 
out a routine where, each day, the grazing and watering of cattle and 
horses was alternated between home (for water) and pasture two and 
one-half miles south. Each morning the herdsman drove cattle to pasture 
and brought horses back, In the afternoon he reversed the procedure. 

Mrs. Benedict boarded some of the Hand Hills Lake School teachers 
She took an active part in school, community plays, etc, also gave her 
children piano lessons. She raised a big garden, experimenting with dif- 
ferent vegetables such as Kohlrabi, pumpkins, tomatoes, celery, ete. She 
raised sugarbects and attempted making sugar from them. The product 
was a dark syrup, sweet, but with beet flavor, hence the success of the 
experiment was negligible. During the 1930s she sold many barrels of 
sauerkraut and many gallons of wild gooseberries to Hanna merchants 
in trade for staples. 

Days of sickness were days of worry. Benedicts lived fourteen. miles 
from a doctor. There were no telephones, no miracle drugs, very few 
cars, but there were dedicated doctors who made difficult trips in any 
weather at any hour. One memorable night a doctor was needed for 
Sherwood’s mother. It was windy, cold and heavily dark, threatening rain. 
Sherwood’s horse was young, newly trained to the saddle, unaccustomed 
to flapping straps and gear. Sherwood had the eerie experience of riding 
a bucking horse in utter darkness, over terrain he could not see, and 
beaten by an incessant wind. He accomplished his purpose. Dr. Wade 
responded to the call, but fortunately he had a car. 

Ingenuity was required the time Miss Helen Fowler (Hand Hills 
Lake School teacher) broke her leg. To minimize the pain of a fourteen- 
mile journey in a democrat, Sherwood and Mike Harrison contrived an 
unusual splint. They knocked the top and bottom out of a nail keg, then 
splinted her leg with this keg filled with hay. It proved effective. 
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The depression left many memories pertinent only to itself, 


‘There were Bennett Buggies—horse-drawn vehicles similar to wagons, 
but using the wheels and tires from the cars then beyond repair or sans 
fuel. The name gave laughing tribute to the Prime Minister of Canada, 
R. B. Bennett, 





There were duststorms, so blinding and blackening that a driver 
sometimes was unable to see the horses hitched to his vehicle. Some folks 
claimed they traded land with neighbors with each black blizzard that 
struck. 


‘There were grasshoppers that ate from the edge of a field towards 
the centre and left a field looking like summerfallow. 


‘There were Russian thistle and tumbleweed rolling across the prairies 
like thousands of gray coyotes loping easily along. Many of them were 
stopped by the fences, which took on the appearance of dike ridges as 
thistles and tumbleweeds matted and clogged while the wind-blown topsoil 
filled solidly in. It hid some fences from view except where a pole now 
and then strained above the choking dust heap. 


There were loads of baled hay and straw sent in from other parts 
of Canada to feed hungry stock where crops had failed. 


There were smoked herrings, Ontario cheese, slabs of dried cod and 
bushels of navy beans sent in from Eastern Canada, The beans and 
cheese were good, so too were the cod and herring when prepared care- 
fully; but the salty, tough slabs of cod had many other suggested uses: 
sole your shoes with them, use them as snowshoes, shingle the roof. This 
last was a timely suggestion for the shingles on many a roof became so 
dry and shrunken that any brief rain penetrated the ceiling and house- 
wives had to set out innumerable pans to catch drips throughout the 
shower. 





Jobs for young people were almost non-existent. The government 
sponsored a winter program, two weeks of youth training, that encouraged 
the attendance of many. It provided agricultural instruction, gymnastics, 
wresling, tying knots in ropes, cooking, sewing, entertaining and social 
activities. The program was well received. 


Schools continued to operate but the buildings fell into disrepair. 
‘Teachers’ salaries were drastically cut. Grants were given by the govern- 
ment where schoolboards had insufficient funds for salaries, but the salary 
agreed upon had to be approved by the government. Then the larger 
areas were formed. Control was taken from a local school board of three 
and put into the hands of elected officials for the larger areas. ‘The upkeep 
of the school was suddenly put into the hands of officials who were 
reluctant to spend money on old school buildings when they envisioned 
new large consolidated schools in the immediate future. During this transt- 
tion period small schools suffered. One, where T taught, used a plow 
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wheel in the big Waterbury heater for lack of a proper grate. The same 
school saw the old barn blown dows to a heap for lack of repair. An era 
where district residents took pride in the upkeep of the local school had 
passed. 


In 1939 Sherwood decided to quit the ranch and go back to the 
Olds district, leaving Don to carry on at Hanna. 

Sherwood Earl Benedict passed away October 21, 1964. Mrs. Bene- 
dict still resides at Olds. Roland and his wife, the former Marjorie Shanks, 
now own and operate the Olds farm, Their son Bryon and his wife, 
formerly Mary Thomson, live at Canmore where Mary operates a beauty 
salon. Bryon works in Banff for Brewster Bus Service. Roland’s daughter, 
Dianne, married Garry Sandstrom of Nanton. They live in Calgary 
where Garry works for United Grain Growers and Dianne for Sun Oil. 


Jean Benedict married H. F, (Tom) Payne, formerly of Watts. They 
now reside in Calgary where Tom works for the University of Alberta, 
Calgary, as an air conditioning and refrigeration maintenance man, Their 
two daughters, Marilyn and Heather, attend school 

Don Benedict married Ada Fielding of Hanna. They have three boys: 
Don Jr. who works on an oil rig, Jimmie at home, Glen attending univer- 
sity and Beverly and Becky who are pre-schoolers. 

J. Frank Benedict married Phyllis Buchan, formerly of Lethbridge. 
‘They now live in Bakersfield, California, where Frank is a practising 
anaesthetist. ‘They have three daughters: Donna, JoAnne, and Colleen, 
and a son Rodney, all of whom are attending school. 





©. J. Gerber, @ younger brother of Mrs. Benedict, homesteaded in 
1909 on land cast of Charlie Karg and spent three years living with the 
Sherwood Benedicts. He taught school at the Bull Pound School in 1912- 
1913 and rode a brone that had spent its first twelve years or more of life 
roaming the Bull Pound Flat. As his was the only horse ridden to school 
at that time, he had the whole barn for his wild mare and he put a 
padlock on the bam door so the children would not get hurt. Every evening 
they watched a small impromptu rodeo as Mr. Gerber mounted his steed. 
He reports the mare could gallop twelve miles without stopping and still 
try to kick your hat off when she arrived. She was eventually turned out 
to graze the Bull Pound again as she refused to become sufficiently 
civilized. 


C. J. Gerber spent many years of his life as principal of the high 
school at Wakarusa, Indiana, and now spends a lot of his time with 
his small herd of quarter horses, taking them to fairs nearby and racing 
them himsolf if the competition is not too keen. He is married and they have 
two sons who are dentists. 





He recalls trying to chase a herd of eight antelope up the main street 
df Hanna in 1912 to give the eastemers a thrill, He had the railway on 
ore side which they would not cross, but they broke away near the east 
end of Second Avenue and headed back to the prairie. 
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SYD MORSE 


Sydney Stafford Morse came to the Hand Hills in 1911 and home- 
steaded north of Jack's holdings and then lived with Jack for several 
years. Later he built a two-room house on his quarter where he farmed 
until about 1951. 


With oxen and later three or four horses and a milk cow or two, 
Syd lived the simple life; tended his garden, baked his own bread, had a 
good stamp collection and was an avid reader. He visited often with his 
close neighbor, Billy Millard, and they played many games of crib. 


Syd never married and finally around 1961 sold his farm to Mac 
Milligan and retired to Edmonton where he lived with Mr, and Mrs. 
Robert Millard, former Hand Hills residents. He died in 1963 at the 
age of eighty-one years. 


MR. AND MRS, ANTON NEUBAUER 


Mr. and Mrs. Anton Neubauer came from Bessarabia, Russia, in 
1910 and out to the Hand Hills in 1911. Mr. Raugust ploughed some 
sod for them so they could build a sod shack and since they had no well 
all the water was hauled from a slough close by for sometime. Mr. 
Neubauer then helped build the roadbed for the C.N.R. line through 
Hanna. 


Elsie Metzger, the oldest girl, remembers the trips to the stampede 
with horse and buggy and has pleasant memories of Ida (Hasse) Fehr 
who stayed with them for some time after her mother died in 1923. 


Mr. and Mrs. Neubauer were a very careful and industrious couple 
‘They prospered and built up a very fine farm. When the stinkweed was 
declared a noxious weed around 1927 the whole family spent many days 
marching through the grainfields abreast, picking out every weed that 
showed up and generally doing what a sprayer does today with mui 
less labor, A jelly made out of rose petals was one of Mrs, Neubauer’s 
specialties and one mild fall the Neubauer children had home-grown 
melons in their school lunches. 





Rudolf played a clarinet in the Hanna Elks’ Boys Band for several 
years. 


About 1936 Mr. and Mrs. Neubauer moved to Hanna, Rudolf and 
his wife Lydia farmed for several years on the home place. Rudolf had 
a very faney team of bays and a top buggy in his courting days, which 
would correspond to a young man’s convertible today. 


In 1944 Rudolf and his family sold their farm. to Alfred Kelm and 
moved to a farm west of Didsbury where he spent several years in the 
dairy business before finally settling in Calgary. 
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An older sister of Rudolf’s, Elsie, married Emil Metzger of Carbon; 
Eda married Dan Hein and they, along with their two sons and Dan’s 
parents, were killed in a collision with a truck one mile east of Delia. 
‘This was one of the most tragic accidents to happen in this country; Lily 
martied Ed Fisher and they make their home in Calgary. 


y 


Seated: Ida, Mr. and Mrs, Gotffied Faechner, Martha. Standing: Emanuel, Chris, 
Dan. 


HAASE FAMILY 
py Ipa (Haase) Fenn 


Gottfried and Sophia Haase moved to the Hand Hills and proved 
up a homestead about 1909 or 1910, We made several moves but never 
left that general district. Our second farm was the one Gust Rust now 
farms, They still live in our old house, but it has been remodelled. We 
children took our schooling at Hand Hills Lake and Parr. We had many 
hardships as you can imagine; with fourteen children in the family we 
at times found living pretty serimpy, but we had a happy home. 


Dad was a hard worker and a good farmer, It was all done with 
horses, My folks were regular church attenders. I can well remember 
how they used to heat a number of stones, put them in the bottom of 
the sleigh with straw to sit on and all sixteen of us piled in. Away we 
went to church, known as the Congregational, about twelve miles south- 
west of Hanna. The church isn’t there any more but the grave yard is 
and this is where my mother, along with three of the children, are buried. 
T remember one winter we were all sick in bed with the measles and my 
sister, Alma, thirteen years old, died. Dad, along with the help of 
neighbors, made her a coffin for burial 































































One person I will always remember was a Mrs. Campbell who lived 
south of us, She was always there in time of need. She used to bring 
us clothes, food, ete., and always some goodies for us children. We dearly 
loved her, bless her heart, I imagine by now she has gone to her reward. 

My mother died in 1923 at the age of forty-two years in the Hanna 
Hospital. This was the biggest hardship of all. Dad tried to keep the 
children together but it just didn’t work, so the younger ones were all 
put in homes. Dad died in May, 1938, and is buried at Beiseker. A list 
of the children is as follows: John of Hanna; Daniel of Calgary and Jack 
of Rocky Mountain House, all deceased. Robert lives at High River; 
Tena Kraft lives at Wimborne, Leo lives at Beiscker; Ida Fehr lives at 
Kelowna, British Columbia; Fred lives at Bashaw, Alberta; Albert lives at 
Olds; Pauline Cyr lives at Yakima, Washington; and Lena Holmes at 
Saratoga, California. 


MR. AND MRS. GOTTFRIED SIEPPERT AND FAMILY 





Left picture: Mr. and Mrs. Gottfried Sieppert. Right picture: Mr. Gottfried Haase. 


‘The Gottfried Sieppert family came from Bessarabia to the Olds 
district in 1902 and brought their cattle, horses and worldly belongings 
out to their homestead in the hills in 1909. Bill, the oldest son, made 
four trips back to the Mayton district to help their Mayton neighbors 
bring their cattle the ninety miles over to the Hand Hills. He helped 
Sam Rusts, Martin and Emanuel Kelm, Pfahls and Fanos. Bill remembers 
wondering why everyone was going by the heavy gumbo land in the 
Morrin area, to come over here where rocks were so thick and the hills 
s0 steep. 
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While camped on the southeast quarter of 28-29-15, Mr. William 
Pfahl asked to borrow Bill's pony to go after his horses that had gotten 
away the day before. Bill loaned the pony to him and later in the day 
his dad shot at some ducks on @ pond nearby; their horses all broke their 
ropes and headed west, with Bill and his father in hot pursuit on foot 
‘They arrived at Leonard Moench’s, some nine miles away, and persuaded 
him to unbitch his three horses from the plow to ride after the strays. Mr. 
Sieppert and Leonard both rode as far as Courtney's where they managed 
to corral their herd and bring them back, William Pfahl was not as lucky 
and caught up to his runaways at the Red Deer River. 


Mr. and Mrs, Gottfried Sieppert had ten children and lived on the 
farm until 1936 when they retired to the town of Hanna. Mr. Sieppert 
died there in 1943 and Mrs. Sieppert passed away seven years later. Their 
youngest son Rudolf passed away in 1966. 


Bill Sieppert married Ottela Kelm in 1918 and they made their home 
on the Take Kessel farm. Bill served in the army in the First World War. 
They raised four children: Martha, married Joe Preston and they live at 
Richdale with their five children; Anne married Ed Moench and they 
live with their six children four miles northwest of Elmer School; Bertha 
martied Walter Berreth of Beiseker and they have one daughter; Ray- 
mond married Judy Galareau. They also have one daughter and live 
at present on the McDonell farm, 


Mr, and Mrs. Bill Sieppert celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary 
on January 24, 1968. Mrs. Sieppert passed away on August 25, 1968. 


Alex married Anne Hoover and they lived on their farm for a few 
years until drought and depression forced them to move. They went to 
Hanna in 1936 where they have resided ever since. They raised five 
children: Walter, Rueben, Gladys, and twin boys Alex and Bill; Sophia 
married Chris Maetzger of Carbon and they have five daughters and 
three sons, 


Otto Sieppert married Olga Raugust and they lived on a half section 
southwest of Hand Hills Lake School until 1949, They have five daughters: 
Irene, Minnie, Violet, Arlene and Leona. The girls were excellent singers 
and displayed their talent at many country Christmas concerts. Otto 
owned a Model A Ford for many years, and as he never did have a 
decent road to his farm, he had to take it over some very treacherous 
trails that really tested the car’s stamina every time he went anywhere. 
He also had trouble getting water on his farm, In 1949 they moved to 
Medicine Hat where they reside today. 











Jake married Elsie Raessler and they lived on a farm just west of 
Otto's until they moved to Hanna in 1956. They raised four boys: Lester 
married Viola Bannick; Ivan married Ruth Anderson; and Rod recently 
married Cathy Anderson; Elmer is unmarried. 
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Jake remembers his school days at the Hand Hills Lake Schoo! about 
1915 when Miss Coons taught. As punishment for looking out the window 
at passersby, several of the students had to sit at a certain fence post 
near the roed every recess and noon hour for a week. Mr. Harry Shoults 
asked the teacher what the “crows” were doing on those posts out front, 


He also remembers Miss Pearl Jones who taught in 1918. She rode 
one of “Shorty” Murray's saddle horses to school, and Jake, along with 
several other children, hid in a clump of brush immediately west of the 
school to escape being found outside the school grounds when she came 
by. Her horse spied them when she got even with them and took off for 
home like he had seen a bear. Miss Jones returned an hour or so later 
with Mr. Murray on another horse to help control hers, She tried hard 
to find out who was out of the school yard, but no one ever told. 


Chris Sieppert married Emma Raessler and they had three children 
before she died in 1935: Lawrence, Vivien and Eddy. Chris later married 
Helen Maetzger and they raised eleven children in the village of Nacmine 
where they still reside. 


Fred Sieppert married the third Raessler sister, Clara, and they 
settled on the home place where they farmed until 1956, A son passed 
away in 1966 leaving his wife Anne (Schmidt) and daughter to mourn 
his passing, The oldest son Emil married Ruby Rust and after farming 
the Dave Rust place for several years, moved north of Hanna where he 
and his dad presently farm together. Viola married George Karg and they 
reside in Hanna, Marjorie married Clarence Flemmer; Muriel married 
Bob Griffith; Gail married Gordon Rossler, and Garry, the youngest, is 
unmarried. 


Dan Sieppert married Emma Sulz (Kelm) who had two sons by 
a former marriage, Howard and Wallace. Wallace met an untimely death 
in 1951 when a strawstack slid on top of him, Howard married Betty 
Hirsh of Sheerness and they farm a few miles south of Hanna on the 
Emil Olson farm. Clifford and his dad farm in the Parr district. 





Olga Sieppert married Emanuel Faechner, Their story will appear 
elsewhere in this book. 


‘The Sieppert family is one of the biggest in the Hand Hills, comprising 
ten children, fifty-three grandchildren and many more great grandchildren. 


MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM DITCHFIELD 
sy Linutan (Morse) Jonson 
Mr. ‘T. W. Ditchfield came from Preston, Lancashire, England, to 
settle with his parents at Carlton Place, Ontario, when he was thirteen 
years of age. Here he married Miss Anne Thornley and they moved to 
Killarney, Manitoba. After farming there for several years they moved 
all their belongings to the Hand Hills where they took up homesteads 
and proceeded to build a large frame two-storey house for their family 
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of seven children. Mr. Ditchfield was a strong Orangeman, a Conservative, 
and never smoked, drank or swore. His strongest slang was dash-it or 
blast-it. He had a hobby of tree planting 


While coming home from a meeting of his lodge one rainy dark 
night his touring car turned over in a ditch full of water. When they all 
crawled out they could see by the headlight that the wheels were still 
turning around so they realized they had moved fast in the emergency. 


Mr. Ditchfield was one of the first farmers to own a threshing 
machine. Two men stood at the front of the machine to cut the twine 
off the bundles and push the bundles into the cylinder. 


Mr. Dick Thornley (Mrs. Ditchfield’s brother) lived with the family 
for many years and farmed his half section with four fine horses which 
he kept fat with plenty of oats. He brushed and curried them every morn- 
ing and when he finally rented his farm to his nephew, Harry, he made 
a daily walk the three miles over to see his crop. He served with distinction 
in the First World War overseas. 


The Ditchficld family milked many cows and Mr. Ditchfield made 
a trip to town with butter, cream and eggs every week, A salesman was 
wt the farm one day when Mrs. Ditchfield had loosened the top of the 
churn to work the butter. Young Jim, trying to help his mother, gave 
the chur a turn and the butter and buttermilk all spilled out on the 
floor. The salesman had a hard time to keep from laughing, but Mrs. 
Ditchfield, a jolly, plump woman, took it in her stride and invited the 
salesman for dinner. She had taken many prizes for her cooking in Killar- 
ney before coming to the Hills and anyone at the Ditchfield’s around 
mealtime were certain to have a fine home cooked dinner. 


Mr. Ditchfield passed away in 1924 and Mrs. Ditchfield died in 1937. 


The four girls all married farmers. Mrs. Emily Reid and Mrs, Clara 
Morse are now living in Drumbeller. Alice married Rudolph Shandera; 
Nellie married Tom Stubbs and both are deceased. 


Bill and Harry operated the farm and did general trucking for many 
years but neither were ever married. They retired to Hanna in 1955 
where Harry died in 1960 and Bill followed in 1963, 





Jim, the youngest child, married Doris Robinson and they keep the 
Ditchfield name alive with their family of boys in the city of Calgary. 


Eprron’s Nore: Emily Ditchfield, while still single, was one of the 
popular young girls of her generation and taught many of the younger 
boys how to one-step, square dance and fox trot. Emily had an infectious 
rumbling laugh which could brighten an otherwise dull day, for when she 
laughed the world laughed with her. 


Billy Ditchfield acquired his father’s English accent when very young 
and he invariably misplaced his h’s. When describing the high cattle 
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market in Calgary, about 1953, Bill stated “This week, steers it a hall 
time ‘igh’, Billy and Harry kept a bunch of hounds in the 1940s and 
along with the other coyote hunters in the area made this an unhealthy 
place for coyotes to raise a family. 


MR. AND MRS, R. L. SILVERTHORN 





Picnic at south ond of Hand 
Mr. Beck in buggy, 
bending, Mrs. Si 





1912, Left to right: Mr. Campbell and 
Mrs. Lane , Mes. Wr dark dross, Norm McRea 
horne holding baby Paul. 








Early in the summer of 1911 I made my first trip from Airdrie to 
the homestead (north half of section eighteen, east of Hand Hills Lake), 
‘This load, pulled by a four-horse team, consisted mostly of lumber and 
cement and was one of the heaviest loads I ever moved any distance. 


‘A month later, having mixed cement, started a house, and having 
done some breaking, I got notice to report progress on the homestead. 
This meant a trip to Calgary. 


On the second trip Mr. Martin, who was starting a horse ranch 
near Morrin, took my horses along with his. With my ten milk cows I 
drove eight of his cows. If I ever had four days of trouble, it was then; 
trying to milk those cows in the open for they had never been milked 
outside. 

On this trip my wife, Edna, drove a team of ponies hitched to a 
buggy. Behind the buggy was a two-wheeled trailer and strapped on 


also was a crate of hens. Ina baby carriage strapped securely in the 
buggy rode our year old son, Paul. 


A trip like this meant a rough prairie trail, dust or mud, swarms of 
insects, rain or heat, steep hills, switchbacks, ereeks to ford and often 
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sleeping out overnight; but in those days everyone was travelling in like 
manner and these annoyances were not considered hardships. 


Our son, Paul, died in 1918 and was buried in Hanna. A daughter 
and a son were born at Hand Hills, Our daughter, Ellen, her husband 
and two girls now live on the R.C.AP. Station (C.F.B.), Cold Lake, 
Alberta. Jack, his wife and five children live in Nanaimo, British Columbia. 


In 1919 we moved to Invermay, Saskatchewan, where we resided for 
twenty years. My wife and I moved to British Columbia in 1939 living 
at Pitt Meadows for twenty-seven years. 


At the Fiftieth Hand Hills Stampede I met people I had not seen 
for fifty years. It was a great experience to meet again some of the old- 
timers,, also many of their children and grandchildren. One man heard 
my name but I could not place him at first. So he said, “Were you not 
cooking on the round-up for George McElroy in 19062” He said he was 
one of the riders. 


Eprror’s Nores: A sister of Mrs. Silverthorn, a Miss Laura Coons, 
was one of the carly teachers at the Hand Hills Lake School. 


A picnic attended by three hundred people was held at the Silverthorn 
farm in 1914. A few bucking horses were ridden and various contests 
such as foot races, high jumps and high kicking were enjoyed by the 
crowd. Some five years later the Hand Hills Lake Stampede was held 
directly across the lake from the Silverthorn farm, where it has been 
annually held ever since. 


Royd Silverthorn homesteaded near his brother Lome and after a 
few years living near the eastern shore of Hand Hills Lake he sold his 
farm to Miss Coons and moved to Saskatchewan. Royd came back to 
Delia, Alberta, where he resided for many years. Miss Coons sold her 
land to Oscar Murdock, The land was later acquired by Mike Harrison 
and finally by the Hutterian Brethren. 





Royd died in Delia around 1950 and Mrs, Silverthorn is living in 
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Edmonton. 


TOM DEVINE 


‘Tom Devine was an Irishman who came to Montana and after taking 
part in some obscure but interesting events in that state, came through 
to Alberta around 1908. He ran the ferry on the Bow River at Gleichen 
for a few years and then in 1911 came to the Hand Hills to settle on land 
that had been homesteaded by Paddy McKinnon. His tall well built 
bar and his small (apple box, as he called it), which served as a shelter 
for himself for some thirty-five years stood for some twenty years after 
his death and it almost seemed as if Tom might be seen around the place 
if @ person looked real well. The place was recently bought by Allan 
Siewert, who with his wife Frances, farms some two miles north, 
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Tom Devin 


in foreground and Jim Kininmonth stacking hay with sweep and slide 
about 1920. 


During his stay in the Hand Hills, Tom was one of the most inter- 
esting characters around. His nicknames for all his neighbors caused 
many a chuckle during the dusty 1930s when people needed something 
to take their minds off their debts. King Bruce, Maggot, Spike, Father 
Priest, Hollywood, Mope, Spike’s Cat, the Thing, Conundrum, Roany 
Morse, Jiminy Cricket, B.S. Shoults, Turkey Jack, Speargrass and Windy 
Peacock were some. 


He rode his horse “Joe” for many years all through the hills spread- 
ing the local news from one farm to the next and bringing smiles to every 
farm he visited. As did many of the early settlers, he took his bedding 
down to Hand Hills Lake to wash it every spring. The high soda content 
of the lake did a fine job of soaking out the grime; but unlike most of the 
other early settlers Tom continued this practice as long as he stayed on 
the farm. 





Despite his real generous eating habits ‘Tom always protested vigor- 
ously before sitting down at a neighbor's table that he had just finished 
a fine home cooked meal at his own place before coming over. After a 
proper, but losing, argument he would edge closer to the table and find 
his usual place, sometimes but not always without his hat, and usually 
without washing; much to the amusement of the children who were not 
allowed such liberties themselves, A prodigious appetite for all forms of 
food and profuse praise of the cook always assured him as a welcome 
guest at any farm home. It was not uncommon for him to scrape a dish 
of pickles, a saucer of jam, half the potatoes on to his plate; or drink 
five cups of fresh milk without stop, while making lively conversation 
with the grownups; and despite repeated scowls by said adults many 
youngsters left the table holding their mouths so the smothered laughter 
would not be heard. 
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He wore a checkered wool tie knotted at the throat at all times, 
even while hoeing the garden in the summer time. Rumor hed it that 
he wore the tie continuously in order to cover up a scar that he had 
acquired in the State of Montana, when he was hanged and later cut 
down by a posse that thought he was responsible for a self-defense killing. 
At any rate the tie stayed on and Tom's hints and insinuations kept 
the rumors alive. 


Although Tom never married he enjoyed the company of many young 
school marms, who equally enjoyed his ready wit and humorous accounts 
of the district news. He thoroughly enjoyed the cartoons in the Calgary 
Albertan that poked fun at the Social Credit party and William Aberhart, 
and carried these around in his worn coat pocket to show everyone. His 
eyes would close, his mouth open, and his sides heave as he had another 
look himself. 


Dick Cosgrave tells a tale of a funeral which Tom attended one 
rainy day. While mourning at the graveside of a neighbor, he managed 
somehow 10 slide into the grave under the casket. The casket had to be 
moved aside to keep from burying Tom prematurely. 


A devout but profane Catholic, Tom spent his last winters in the 
National hotel in Hanne, and his summers out at his ranch making sure 
the summerfallow was done right and the neighbor boys reset the cedar 
posts to the proper depth. Bob Gibson and Gordon Millard hadsto dig 
out and retamp many a post that Tom could wiggle a shade too freely. 


In his last years, Tom was able to get the fifteen dollars a month 
old age pension that was available if your other income was small enough. 
This money in the depression years almost made old age pensioners a 
leisure class, Tom feared that his mind was going when he was unable 
to recall a name, and he would hit his head sideways to try and jar 
the elusive name to the surface. Almost everyone clse felt his mind was 
still remarkable but patience was not one of Tom’s long suits. 


He died in the Hanna Hospital in 1948 at the age of eighty years; 
a genuine, cantankerous, but lovable, oldtimer. 


MR. AND MRS. MIKE HARRISON 


Mr, and Mrs, Harrison arrived in the Hand Hills area in September, 
1914, settling on the Frank Stark homestead and pre-emption on Section 
28-29-15 West of the fourth meridian, later buying and moving to Soldier 
Settlement land on the southeast quarter of 32-29-15 West of the fourth 
where they remained raising their family. 








They had their share of misfortune during the carly years. They 


suffered the loss of two homes and entire contents, once in 1917, again 
in 1926. 
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The Bennett buggy and one horse shay was a familiar sight as it 
transported the children and the water supply each day to the Hand Hills 
Lake School where members of the family were in attendance over a 
period of thirty years. 


While on the farm Mrs. Harrison besides baking bread for six 
hungry boys, managed for several years to keep the bachelor across the 
fence supplied with bread also, 


‘The family were active members of the Zion United Church and 
the boys were active in local sports: hockey, baseball, boxing, etc. At one 
time the Hand Hills Brones Hockey Club had a complete line of Harrisons 
(two defense and three forwards), 


‘The Harrison boys became very proficient trappers during the 1930s, 
when money was hard to come by, and tramped many miles over the 
snow covered prairie covering their trap lines to supplement the meagre 
income that was the lot of all young boys raised in those years. 


Like many families the Harrison children had one horse that trans- 
ported many of them to school. His name was Bob, a big, rangy well- 
mannered sorrel that probably should have passed grade twelve by the 
time he was retired. 


Hockey was the favorite sport of the boys and when weather was 
fit, skates would be donned almost every evening for a scrimmage on the 
dam behind the barn or on Benedict’s ice another one hundred yards 
north. ‘The neighbor children, the Rowdens, Pfahls, Kelms, Siepperts, 
Benedicts, Galls and Prestons helped to chase the puck around the pond 
and in the dark many pucks were lost but with twenty-five horses 
drinking at the dam substitutes were always readily available and a game 
was never stopped for lack of a puck. Games were frequently played in 
almost total darkness. Despite this, goals were hotly debated at times. 
One lad would say the puck had grazed the inside comer of the gum 
rubber that served as a goal post and another would say it went over the 
top. Many times it took an hour to get the snow shovelled off before the 
game could begin, and cracks were always in the ice, A skater just tried 
to avoid them to keep from landing upside down. 





In 1950 Mr, and Mrs. Harrison and youngest son, Eddie, moved to 
Hanna where they lived until Mrs. Harrison's death on April 10, 1961, 
after a lengthy illness, Mr, Harrison then moved to Calgary where he is 
still living and enjoying good health, He celebrated his cightieth birthday 
in November, 1967, 


Members of the family are one daughter, six sons living, twenty-two 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Esther, the eldest, married Andrew Dorn of Nacmine. They had a 
vegetable garden there for many years and at present live in Calgary: 
Harold married Margaret Cinnamon of Frazerton. He bought the Harry 
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Shoults’ place where he farmed for a number of years before going 
to Calgary where they have established a hardware business; Alfred 
(deceased) 1920; Albert married Olga Strycher of Gleichen. They lived 
for a short time on the Nicklaus farm before moving to Calgary where 
they have lived since, Albert works for the C.P.R., Leonard farmed the 
home place for several years, He married Lavonne Pregiter and they 
moved to Sheerness in 1953 and later to Hanna where they reside at 
present, Their two sons are active in hockey in Hanna now; Walter 
married Moirig Crawford and they reside in Calgary where Walter works 
at a Co-op store; Clarence married Dorothy Howatt and after several 
years in Consort they returned to Hanna where Clarence is now Chief 
Clerk in the Special Area office; Edward married Gertrude Gillis of Prince 
Edward Island and after serving in the air force occupational forces in 
France they now reside in Nova Scotia; Alex and Pete Mihaulus, nephews 
‘of Mr. Harrison spent several years with the family and got much of 
their schooling here at the Hand Hills Lake School 





MR. AND MRS. EMANUEL FAECHNER 








Photo taken in 1917. From loft to right, standing: Raessler, Caldon, 

Faechner, Fred Rosin, Cliff Phibbs, Rudolph Graumann, a photog 
Pregitzer, Jack Holst, J. K. Sutherland. On the steam engi 
Pregitzer, Fred Faechnor, Frank Berdett and unknown, 





or, Ernst, 
Gottleibs 











Emanuel homesteaded near the southeast corner of Hand Hills Lake 
and moved on his father’s farm east of the school in 1914 when his parents 
moved farther north, He lived here for fourteen years before getting 
married to Olga Sieppert, a neighbor girl. Here they lived and raised 
a family until 1956 when they moved to Botha where they continue to 
farm with their sons Eddie and Andy. 
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During the 1930s when money was searce as hen’s teeth Emanuel 
and his brother Chris, like most of the local farmers, spent many weeks 
making homemade implements out of discarded cars and worn out 
vnachinery, ete. A hammenmill with the essential parts borrowed from @ 
Model ‘T’vear end was one such machine made by the two brothers. 


Like many people in the depression years, the Fuechners, milked 
many cows as that was about the only crop that was certain to bring in 
new dollars for groceries and clothes every week. 


‘Their five children are as follows: Eddie and Andy living at Botha 
where they are in partnership with their father; Alice married 0 Ben 
Beck, living on a ranch at Dorothy; Shirley married to Adolf Doering and 
living at Glendon, Alberta. They resided on a farm in the Parr district 
for eaveral years’ before moving north; Millie is married to Dennis 


Mabbot of Castor. 


MR. AND MRS. OSCAR ROWDEN 


Oscar came up from Oklahoma in March, 1907, along with forty 
other persons from the same arca, Oscar settled at Huxley six miles east 
or inmisfail, Tn the summer of that year, John and Bill Carr, George 
Fastep, Bill Cochrane and Oscar made a trip out through the Hanna 
seer TSoking at land, but it was mot until 1917 that Oscar traded hls 
Huxley homestead to Bill Davis for his in the Hand Hills. Bill Davis 
snarricd a neighbor girl of Oscar’s at Huxley, and it is not clearly known 
Whether Oscar arranged this union in order to make the deal or not, 


but anyway the trade was made. 


Ed Bell, who had a sort of country gymnasium at his place before 
he was married, said Oscar was really not a good sparring partner because 
wild hit so hard and so fast the contest was over before it was well 
mne of Parr’s early baseball stars. In 1945, 
peel as catcher for the fathers at the annual Hand Hills Lake Schoo! 
picnic game between fathers and sons. Having gained some seventy 
Pounds: the catcher's squat was 100 much for Oscar's pants which sud- 
Henly ripped. Undeterred, lhe changed into Alex Pfahl's bib overalls 
behind the barn and continued to play a stellar game. 


he cot 
begun. He was also or 








Oscar married Florence Morse in 1923 and they farmed east of Hand 
Hills Lake School. 2 

‘The first caterpillar tractor in the district was owned by Oscar. He 
complained about his ‘old International truck which sometimes hit the 
ditch, “After being in to Hanna hundreds of times it still doesn’t know the 
way home. Not nearly as dependable as a team.” 


Oscar would have made a good lawyer, but the times were against 
him and he had to be satisfied with keeping the neighbors and the local 
barristers on their toes. He invariably had the legal aspects of every 
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situation well thought out before anyone else, and made a lot of otherwise 
routine meetings real interesting, He usually had everyone else confused 
with his “party of the first part, and party of the second part” talks. 


In 1955 the Rowdens moved to the George Turnbull farm east of 
Hanna and until they moved to Hanna in 1964 they both worked like 
they were homesteading again and built a very beautiful place with 
several thousand trees to live on as a memorial to their hard work. 


‘They now reside in Hanna and are active members of the Pioneer 
Association, 


‘Their oldest son Robert married Jessie Stubbs and farms south of 
Hanna. He was a conscientious leader of the Hanna 4-H Beef Club for 
several years, They have two children: a son, Lary, and a daughter, 
Terry, also one granddaughter; Pat married Shirley Beck and he now 
works in a garage in Calgary after several years operating @ garage on 
the east end of Hanna, They have two daughters and one son. 


MR. AND MRS. ED GALL 


Ed Gall came with his parents from North Dakota to Stettler the 
spring of 1909 by train, and from there they hauled their effects out to 
the Hand Hills by wagon. Ed remembers one of their wagons upsetting 
in the turtleback country north of Delia, and he and some of the other 
boys picking up bolts and other small articles out of the deep fissures 
in the soil, that the men could not get their arms into. 


After getting his schooling at the Bull Pound School and helping his 
father for several years, Ed settled on his own farm west of Hand Hills 
Lake School. Sam Myers, a cousin, and he batched until 1932 when Ed 
married Mary Bader of Eatonia, Saskatchewan. He had met her at a 
confirmation class several years previous and Ed always spoke highly of 
these gatherings from then on. Despite hard times and drought the future 
appeared bright, and good times were enjoyed in spite of the hard times. 
Mrs. Gust Rust mentions returning from a five hundred card party at 
Ed and Mary’s home. She was surprised to see that daylight was breaking 
as they drove their sleigh homeward. 


A double row of evergreens which were planted to the northwest of 
their buildings are a fine stately landmark today 


In_1937 Ed bought the first rubber-tired tractor in this district, a 
Model D Case for nine hundred and seventy-two dollars. The tractor still 
operated well when he sold out in 1955, partly due to Ed’s careful 
treatment, 


One cold January evening, Ed was called upon to take an expectant 
mother to meet Roy's taxi at Alec Pfahl’s gate by team and’ cutter, as 
the roads were impassable for cars to that point, Ed did not spare the 
horses but the baby was born in the taxi and died on the way to Hanna. 
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Ed was a faithful member of the local school board for many years, 
and Mary was a member of the local United Church Ladies’ Aid. ‘They 
have four children: Joyce, the eldest, married Max ‘Timms and they now 
live in Edmonton with their four daughters; Harvey married Gay Sherrow. 
They have one daughter and live at Weyburn, Saskatchewan; Bernice 
married Jim Bochinsky, a one time Hanna Hornet hockey player. They 
live at Edmonton with their three daughters; Norman has not been hooked 
as yet and is working at Slave Lake. 





Ed and Mary moved to Hanna in 1955 where they have made their 
home ever since. 


MR. AND MRS. CHARLIE KARG 


Charlie Karg arrived in Calgary in 1912 where he worked in the 
Calgary Brewery until 1917. He then moved to the Hand Hills where 
he purchased Hudson Bay land two miles east of the Hand Hills Lake 
School, In 1919 he married Martha Faechner and in a few years had 
built up one of the neatest farmsteads in the country. In 1940 he and 
Dave Karg acquired a threshing machine and procecded to do their own 
threshing without hiring any help. Charlie, Victor and Henry each hauled 
bundles, and the two girls Hilda and Freda loaded the fourth rack with 
bundles. Dave looked after the outfit and also spike pitched much of the 
time. 


jcture: Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Rowden, two chil 
grandchildren, Torry and Larry—1953, 
Right picture: Mr. and Mes. Ed Gall, 25th wedding anniversary—1957. 
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In 1948, Charlie and Mrs. Karg moved to Hanna where they built 
a house on Fourth Avenue and continue to have an exceptionally neat 
home, 


‘Their oldest daughter Freda married Joe Martin and their youngest 
daughter Laura married Otto Pahl. They both live north of Hanna with 
their families. 





Henry, the only boy in the family, married Alma Doering in 1947 
and they took over the farm in 1948 where they remain today. Henry 
remembers the school days at Hand Hills Lake School; at recess one spring 
day while the boys were running across rubbery ice on one of the sloughs, 
Walter Sieppert managed to lose one of his rubbers on a cake of ice in 
the centre of a fairly deep slough. With no solid ice between it and shore 
a wading job in shorts rescued the rubber. 


Henry and Alma’s children are: Wesley, working with a seismograph 
crew; Miles and Clayton attending school and staunch 4-H members in 
the Hanna Beef Club. 


MR. AND MRS, JAMES MALCOLM 


Mr. James Malcolm was born in Kerriemuir, Scotland, one of thirteen 
children. His wife was born in a town nearby. He served in a Highland 
Regiment during the First World War and he and his wife and wee 
daughter Violet came to Calgary in 1919. 





In 1920 the Malcolm family and the Bannerman family moved to 
the Hand Hills from Calgary and took adjoining quarters of land under 
the Soldier Settlement Board. 


Mr. Sandy Bannerman and his wile stayed until 1925 when they 
returned to Calgary. 


Mr. and Mrs, Malcolm stayed in the Hand Hills district until 1928 
and Violet and Isabel took some of their schooling at Hand Hills Lake 
School. 


For several years they lived on the Murdock place in the summer 
and stayed on their own place just a mile from the school in the winter. 
Violet still remembers the awesome ride to school on a big blue roan 
horse in the summer when she was six years old. Mr. Malcolm had built 
steps at both of the gates so she could climb on after opening them, but 
the horse liked to run and she had trouble keeping him from a gallop. 


Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm were both exceptionally fine dancers, and 
demonstrated an impromptu Highland fling at a Club House dance in 
1927. The applause was deafening. Mr. Maleolm loved to sing Hary 
Lauder songs. When he and Mr. Bannerman came home from Hanna 
on a Saturday night, they both announced their arrival with “There's a 
Wee Hoose on a Hillside”, and “Keep Right On To The End of the Road”. 




























































































‘The winter of 1925 Mrs, Malcolm, Violet and Isabel spent six months 
in Scotland with relatives. Mr. Malcolm was a poor bachelor and spent 
many days with Jock Fairweather who had a better knack of the culinary 
art. Violet remembers her father’s pancake batter had whiskers on it 
when they arrived back from Scotland. 


In 1928 Malcolms moved to a farm just east of Red Rose School where 
they lived until 1956. They moved to Richdale where they lived until 
their deaths. Mrs. Malcolm died in 1958 and Mr, Malcolm in 1961. Their 
children were: Mrs. Charlie Knauft (Violet); Mrs. Syd Black (Isabel); 
and Jim who is presently living in Hanna, 





First picture: Mr. and Mrs. Jim Malcolm—1932, Second picture: Norman Livingston 
and Clarence Wilson, Picture 1928. Third pieture: Mr. and Mrs. John 
Preston—1959. 





MR. AND MRS, ADAM (BOB) FERRIS 


Tn 1921 Adam Ferris, a returned war veteran, moved to a soldier 
settlement farm south of Hand Hills Lake School. He used a walking 
plow and four horses to break one hundred and fifty acres of sod, and 
put up a small barn and house that was to serve as a shelter for twenty-one 
years, He had a set of veterinary tools and was called out many times to 
doctor sick horses and cattle in ihe district. 


Bob married Hazel Livingston. A statue of her grandfather, Sam 
Livingston, stands in the Horseman’s Hall of Fame, Calgary, as the earliest 
settler of the Calgary district, about 1870, Hazel’s mother, Mrs. Livingston, 
and two brothers Slim and Norman spent several years on the farm also. 
They have since passed away. 


In 1942 the Ferris family moved to Hanna where they have resided 
ever since, Bob passed away in 1965. Hazel is living in Hanna still with 
the youngest daughter Darlene 
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Hazel and Bob had fourteen children: two of them died; Frank as 
a baby and the oldest son, Dick, while working on an oil rig south of 
Hanna, 


‘The living children are May, Laura, Bill, Doreen, Clifford, Merville, 
Carole, Robert, Glenda, Norman, Albert, and Darlene. There are also 
twenty-four grandchildren. 


MR, AND MRS. JOHN PRESTON 


Mr. and Mrs. John Preston left Wild Boarclough in Cheshire, Eng- 
land, in 1926 with six of their nine children. Bob, a married son, was 
accompanied by his wife Catherine and wee son Bill. They settled on the 
Harry Shoults homestead and Bob Preston took up residence on a farm 
half a mile west of the school. 


Sally and Joe immediately started classes at the Hand Hills Lake 
School and Joe proceeded to show us older Canadians just how tricky 
the game of soccer could be. We had not taken the game too seriously 
before he came, but after watching him dribble the ball downfield between 
his feet as if it had a string on it, we were soon all practising in earnest. 


Like many English people coming to Canada the family soon realized 
a quarter section in this part of Alberta would hardly provide a good 
living for a family so in 1934 they moved to Centre Point and later to 
Richdale where they lived for many years. Later they moved to Hanna 
and Calgary. 


In 1959 Mr. and Mrs. Preston celebrated their sixtieth wedding anni- 
versary. Mr, Preston passed away in August of 1959 and Mrs. Preston 
died in 1962. 


‘Their living children are Mrs. Madge Lenfesty of Craigmyle; Mrs. 
Ruth Fairweather, and Mrs. Sarah Olmstead of Hanna; Joe of Richdale; 
Fred and Jack in Victoria; and also three still in England. 


Bob and Catherine Preston continued to farm their land and Bob 
helped to support an ever growing family by working in the underground 
mines operated by Morse and Bordula. They planted a fine shelter belt 
that has really thrived. In 1943 they moved to Stanmore where they 
farmed until recenily moving to Craigmyle, where Bob died in 1968. 
Eleven of their children survive. They are: William of Terrace, British 
Columbia; George, Calgary; Fred, Craigmyle; John, Drumheller; Robert 
of Brooks; Joseph of Richdale; Mrs. Madge Cuddie, Hanna; Mrs. Catherine 
Thuroo, Stanmore; Mrs. Ruth Knauft and Mrs. Ada Jones, Hanna; and 
Mrs. Ida Schissler of Valleyview. 





MR. AND MRS, BILL METZGER 


Mr. and Mrs, Bill Metzger and family settled on the Harry Shoults 
farm in 1927. Several of the older children attended school at the Hand 
Hills Lake School. Leonard Harrison remembers a large black horse that 
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George Metzger rode. He made it perform every morning when he arrived 
at school. The horse would stand on his hind feet and paw the air, 
scaring the smaller fry 


‘The depression and poor erops forced the family to move to the 
Drumheller district in 1935, later they moved to Wimborne and then to 
the Pine Lake district. 


In 1954 Mr. and Mrs. Metzger retired to Innisfail where Mr. Metzger 
passed away in 1961. Mrs. Metzger is a resident of the Autumn Glenn 
Lodge at Innisfail. 


George, his wife Olive, and five children live at Innisfail; as does 
Walter, his wife Margaret, and their seven children; Gideion, his wile 
and two children, live at Penhold; Leah married James Hawick and they 
have three children. They make their home at Penhold; Laura with her 
husband, Robert Phillips and two children live at Red Deer; Lawrence 
works on a farm near Innisfail; Alfred, his wife Caroline, and two children 
reside at Innisfail; Leo had a serious accident in 1959 and he makes his 
home with Alfred and family. 








FRED SHREIBER AND OSCAR HANSON 


Fred Shreiber and Oscar Hanson came from Gnadenfeld, Bessarabia, 
and were among the first immigrants to Canada from central European 
countries, due to an improved immigration policy. Oscar received mention 
in the Hanna Herald as the first of the immigrants to come to the Hanna 
area when he arrived on April 2, 1927. Fred Shreiber came two weeks later. 





‘They spent two years working for John Gall and Dan Siewert and 
then in 1929 Fred Shreiber rented the place homesteaded by George 
Harding in 1910 and spent several years farming on his own. Oscar spent 
one winter with Fred and then took off for Hanna where he ‘has since 
became Hanna's Number One barber, He saw his first stampede in 1928 
and was really impressed with the riding of Pete Knight who was then 
reigning champion, 





Fred Shreiber was unlucky in that he was starting to farm when 
drought and depression put a tough squeeze on everyone. In 1934 he and 
Fred Nichlaus got a government freight car and had their goods shipped 
up to Athabasca where they spent the rest of their lives hacking a living 
out of the bush country. Fred Shreiber married and had six sons. He died 
in the 1950s. 


BILLY SHOULTS AND HENRY SHOULTS 
They were two of Chester Shoults’ boys and Billy homesteaded a 
quarter just east of the north end of the lake. He started a blacksmith shop 
where he looked after all the needs of the homesteaders, setting wagon 
tires, shoeing horses and making repairs on almost anything imaginable. 
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Billy's shop was a sort of community centre where people came from far 
and near for repair jobs, and they would swap yarns while waiting for 
him to do the work 


A bachelor, Billy served for many years as secretary of the Hand Hills 
Lake School and also as secretary of the Hand Hills Club. His penman- 
ship was extraordinarily neat, and precise, much like his work in the shop. 
He died of a brain tumor in 1935. 








Billy's brother, Henry, was married in Calgary in 1935 to Irene 
Robinson and in 1937 they bought Billy’s farm and moved to the Hand 
Hills. Henry took to blacksmithing like a duck to water and once more there 
was a place the neighbors could get a quick job done without going all 
the way to town, Both Billy and Henry treated their customers like 
neighbors and never really charged what a job was worth. 


Henty died in September of 1952 of a stroke, and with his death the 
community blacksmith shop died also. Their son Dick is married and 
living in Calgary. Henry's twin brother, Howard, owns a radio repair 
shop on north Gentre Street in Calgary. 





Irene later married Myers Fransden and they operate a bowling and 
billiard hall in the town of Hanna. 





Loft picture: Henry Shoults with 1924 roadster. Right picture: Oscar Murdock. 


MR. AND MRS. OSCAR MURDOCK 


Oscar Murdock was born in Hespeler, Ontarfo, and came west around 
1910, He operated a livery stable in Michichi from 1918 to 1920, At that 
time Mr. and Mrs. Murdock came to the Hand Hills district and settled 
on the Lome Silverthomn farm. He was a very ardent horseman and 
attended many race meets with a harness horse called Birdie Mac. 


He was always ready to trade, buy or sell horses, and had many fine 
animals on the farm. A half shetland that their son Wallace rode to 
Hand Hills Lake School was the envy of the other children. 
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In 1923 the Murdock family moved back to Michichi where Oscar 
took up the trade of auctioneer which he plied along with other activities 
till his death in 1954, The funeral was to be on April first, but rumor 
has it he conjured up a terrible storm and was buried April second thus 
avoiding April Fool’s Day. 


After Oscar’s death Mrs, Murdock lived with her son, Wallace, his 
wife and two children on their farm one mile north of Michichi. 


She kept her age a secret all her life and her son discovered upon 
her death in 1959 that she was eighty-nine years old instead of about 
seventy-nine as they had thought. 


MR. AND MRS. JOCK FAIRWEATHER 


JOCK FAIRWEATHER was a Scottish immigrant who came to 
Manitoba in 1912 and after serving with distinction in the Fiftieth Batta- 
lion in World War I came west to Alberta in 1920 and settled on land 
formerly owned by William Shoults on the east side of Hand Hills Lake. 


He trailed horses several trips between Hand Hills Lake and Michichi 
for Oscar Murdock the first years he was here; and managed to survive, 
but froze everything except his Scotch accent. 


He bought his first Model T Ford in 1925 when the crop tuned 
out well and always laughed about his first trip 10 Hanna. As he passed 
Bill Robbins farm he spoke to Bill at the gate and asked if he wished a 
ride to fown, then drove on without an answer as he couldn’t figure out 
how to get the car stopped. 


He married Ruth Preston in 1926 and they had four children. Jim 
is married, has two sons and lives on a farm in Saskatchewan; Ruth 
married Ed Mohl and with their seven children live in Drumheller; Celia 
married Jim Robbs of Henna and they have three children; Jean, her 
husband Earl Hanson and son live at Vauxhall. 


Jock donned the uniform once again during the Second World War, 
when he enlisted in the Veteran Home Guard and served in the Medicine 
Hat area in a prisoner of war eamp. 


Mr. and Mrs. Fairweather retired to Hanna in 1956, Jock died in 
1964 at the age of seventy-eight years. Mrs, Fairweather still resides in 
Hanna. 





CHARLIE SHOULTS 


Charlie Shoults, who was one of the Ches Shoults’ children, settled 
on the Baker homestead soon after his return from overseas where he 
fought in the First World War. 


He was a very capable musician and played for many dances at the 
Club House. Mr. Fred Koller played the accordian and Charlie the piano, 
both with exceptional gusto. I can remember watching them with fascina- 
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tion, The orchestra performed in the centre of the hall and the couples 
danced around it, Fred Koller stomped his one foot all evening to keep 
the beat, raising it at least eight inches from the floor and coming down 
cach time with a loud bang and pulled and pushed the accordian with 
gay abandon, Charlie, on the piano, was equally as vigorous and played 
a real carefree type of music. He always signified the end of a dance by 
hitting all the keys that he could reach with his two forearms and hands. 


His small house burned down about 1922 or 1923 and Charlie moved 
to Calgary where he lived for many years. 








Hand Hills Lake Schoo! horse, Russel Bell mounted, 


Ditchfields with them, Siepperts with wh 








horse. 


MR. AND MRS. ED BELL 
By Oscar Rowpen 
T located near the Ed Bell ranch and would like to record some high- 
lights of my association with my good neighbor. 


Ed’s homestead was a popular place to gather for recreation in the 
early days, which consisted of riding horses and cattle, racing, roping, 
boxing, baseball, blackjack, poker and other games. 


Many times when discussing the abilities of individuals, we couldn’t 
agree, so bets were made and contests held. Risks were taken in many 
things, but I can’t remember anyone getting seriously injured. They were 
a bunch of good fellows who took in at least some of the exercises men- 
tioned. Some of them were: Ed Bell, Day Lenfesty, Dick Soles, Pete Knight, 
Miles and Alf Clark, John Paxman, Ferg James, Ed Gaetz, George Morse, 
Ken, Paul and Neute Hartt, Duncan Campbell, Dick Cosgrave, Joe Winters, 
Clyde and Bob Frakes, Charlie McFarland, Jim, Dick and Hal D’arcy, 
Archie and Norman McRae, Walter Downs, Bird and John Howe, Les 
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Flett, Scizzor Bill Robins, Happy DuBois, Walter Peake, Bob McCullough, 
Frank Sharp, Bill and Fred Vowell, George Estept, Tom Lauder, Bill 
Sharkey, Bill Frakes, Sherwood Benedict and many others. 


Ed worked as a cowboy and horse trainer at an early age. He helped 
J. J. Miller in testing and selecting the stock for the first shows held at 
the Miller ranch for Red Cross benefit. I witnessed a ride made by Ed 
in the saddle bronc event at Miller’s ranch in 1918, He was given second 
money for his efforts against very strong competition. Prior to this he 
had won first at Chinook and Parr in the saddle brone contests. He 
competed in relay races, winning many prizes in this event over the years 
at Hand Hills, Delia, Stettler, Hanna and others. I doubt if there is 
another cowboy who has covered as much of the Big Country in the 
saddle as Ed Bell. He trailed horses from the foothills into Saskatchewan, 
assisted in the cattle round-ups between the Bow and the Red Deer Rivers 
in 1918; also rode in the big horse round-up south of the Bow River in 
1919. When the changes were being made from driving horses to cars, 
and draft horses to tractor power; Ed bought and shipped hundreds of 
horses from this area. Due to his experience and because he owned well 
trained saddle horses he served as a valuable pick-up man at many shows 
over the years. 


One of Ed’s saddle horses was a beautiful little bay, perfectly built 
for riding, I was allowed to use him once as a cutting horse and he proved 
to be the most sensible and willing horse I ever rode; and I have ridden 
many good ones since coming to Alberta in 1907. Dusty was a good 
serviceable horse until he reached the age of twenty-seven years when 
Ed retired him. He died at the age of thirty-two in 1945. 





Ed used to break horses for neighbors as well as his own stock, any 
horses halter broken by Ed could be depended upon. Saddle horses stood 
still to be mounted and harness horses never turned out to be balky 
when he finished with them. Spurs, quirts and whips were not used unless 
absolutely necessary. 


After the coming of cars, Miss Faye Robinson, an attractive and 
popular local girl, and Ed were married. Over the succeeding years they 
have built up a herd of Hereford cattle which is a credit to any ranch, 
and Faye’s interest in the herd is such that she knows every animal by 
its name, ancestors or both. Ed has served as a very active director member 
of the Western Stock Growers Association for ten years. They are sti 
living on their original homestead and friends and neighbors when visiting 
them still get the same warm welcome that typified the early pioneers, 








MR. AND MRS. SAM RUST 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Rust and three small children came over from 
Russia to Canada in 1910, Gustave can remember watching water roll 
by the ship as they crossed the ocean in a liner when he was three years 
old. He next remembers sleeping in an overtumed wagon box with his 
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older brother, Dave, and sister, Tillie, for sometime until his dad and 
mother were able to get their sod house completed on the northwest 
quarter of Section 23-29-15. Their first sod shack was built on a high 
point of land where they could see some thirty miles in several directions 
‘A more permanent house was put up farther south on lower ground 
sometime later. 

Their first wells were dug on ant hills as this was supposed to indicate 
shallow water, but they watered their cattle for some time at a spring 
one-half mile north owned by Mr. LaRiche. 


Mr. Rust plowed land for a Mr, Ethier with four horses and a walking 
plow to earn a little money, but when the Weiderricks bought a steam 
engine in 1912 he got them to break quite a few acres for him. Gust 
recalls the steamer getting stuck at a slough's edge and having to haul 
twenty-four loads of rocks into the slough to finally extricate the machine. 
Some fifty years later, the Colony boys were amazed at the number of 
rocks there were in that one small slough they were trying to farm. 






In the winter of 1912 the big steam outfit of Weiderrich was stack 
threshing on the Rust farm, a high wind was blowing and the stacks 
caught fire from the stoker of the engine, Nine men were unable to quell 
the flames but managed to get the separator pulled to safety, about one 
thousand bushels of wheat were burned in the stack. 


Mrs, Rust died in 1922 and two children Alex and Elsie died in 1923. 
One other daughter, Olga, died before the family emigrated to Canada. 
‘The two Rust children, Alex and Elsie, and three neighbor children rest 
in a small grave on the Rust farm 


In 1927 Mr. Rust made a trip to Rumania and came back with a 
bride and a mother for his children. They farmed until 1938 when they 
moved to Hanna and later to Osoyoos, British Columbia. They then 
moved to Chilliwack where he died in 1959 and Mrs, Rust died in 1962. 
“Two of their children, Otto and Wilmert, live in New Westminster, British 
Columbia. 

‘The oldest daughter, Tillie, married George Morse and they live in 
Drumheller where George operates a radio and TV shop. Their children 
Jean, George, Leonard, and Marie all live in Drumheller. A son Ralph 
is deceased; Dave married Helen Siewert. He passed away in 1950. His 
daughter, Ruby Sieppert, lives north of Hanna and his son Richard lives 
in Brooks; Gust married Dorothy Engel and they still live on the farm 

“ginally farmed by Gottfried Haase. They have two children, Mi 
“rgaret Glubrecht in Calgary and Ernest living with his wife and wee 
von on an adjoining farm. 

Dave and Gust at one time were the battery for the local baseball 
team and also played for many dances in the 1920s and 1930s along with 
John, Dave and Helen Gaetz, I remember Dave Rust doing the most 
ambitious Charleston I ever saw anyone perform over at the Club around 
1930, 
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Lydia married August Schmidt, They have three children. Anne 
Sieppert lives in Hanna, Clarence in Edmonton and Doreen Batter at 
Creston, British Columbia. For several years they rented Mr. Rust’s farm 
and Anne made her first trip to the Hand Hills Lake School on a big 
white horse that travelled three long miles at a very deliberate walk. ‘ 
‘Anne looked small and scared up there but managed the trip each day 


Bertha married August Martin and they farmed the home place when 
‘Sam Rust went to Hanna. In 1945 they left for Osoyoos, British Columbia, 
where August was killed when a tractor they were loading onto a truck 
slipped and fell on him. Their children are Ralph at Prince George, British i 
Columbia; Marjorie in Ontario and Sylvia in Vancouver. Bertha later 
married Ed Vargov and they operate a fine fruit farm in Osoyoos con- 
centrating on grapes, of which they have many varieties. They have twin 
daughters. 


Caroline married Ivan Fano and they have three children: Bernice, 
Maxine and Stanley who excelled at track events and basketball when | 
they attended the Hanna School. 


MR. GOTTLIEB SIEWERT 


Mr. Gottlieb Siewert came from the States to the Mayton district 
in 1910. After a short stay there he helped his mother build some shelters 
on a homestead near Morrin. He also proved up on a homestead of his 
own in the Hand Hills, on land where Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Pfahl 
now live. 





Around 1916 he married Rosie Pfahl and for some time lived the 
good life of the carly settlers, lots of work and no time to get into mischief, 
He injured himself when his cinch broke after roping a bull and sometime 
later developed a flu and died around 1918 or 1919 during the flu epidemic. 
His wife later married Mr. Keller and is at present living in Calgary. 


There are many early pioneers of the district about whom we have 
very little information, so the following stories are far from complete. 


TED AND CLEM GARDINER spent at least one winter in the Hand 
Hills wintering cattle, and lost nearly all their herd in the hard winter 
of 1906-1907. There is a statue of Clem Gardiner in the Horseman’s Hall 
of Fame in Calgan 





RALPH BENEDICT came to the Hand Hills in 1909 with his Uncle 
Sherwood and took up a homestead and pre-emption on land later farmed 
by Bob Ferris, He worked for his uncle while proving up his homestead 
and then moved to Olds. Later he moved to Washington and finally to 
Ontario. 





GEORGE HARDING homesteaded around 1910 and married Lizzie 
Johnson. Two of their three children, Maizie, Vickie and Tom attended 
school at Hand Hills Lake School. They had a small herd of cattle built 
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up by 1922 and Mr, Harding advertised in the Hand Hills Stampede 
booklet that theirs was “The home of the little black bull”. 

In the summer of 1927 they moved to the Grand Prairie area where 
they farmed for several years. Some time later George passed away 


MR. FRED BAKER came to the Hand Hills from Killamey, Manitoba, 
with the Ches Shoults family and settled on the south half of section 
thirty-two, Little did he realize that some forty-five years later there 
would be Hutterian families move on to his old homestead. He served 
in the First World War and on his return cooked at a restaurant in 
Hanna. He later moved to Yak, British Columbia, where he raised racing 
dogs. He is now deceased. 





Mr, Bill Shoults with hands on hips and some of his road building crew about 
1910, 


MR. WILLIAM SHOULTS also came from Killarney with the Ches 
Shoults family and homesteaded land later owned by Jock Fairweather. 
After several years spent on road construction and building irrigation ditches 
at Langdon, Mr. Shoults or Grank as he was affectionately called by his 
granchildren, made his home with his son Harry and his family. He lived 
there for six years and always received a Christmas present from his old 
friend R. B. Bennett, His granddaughter Bonna remembers pulling his 
whiskers for sport, and then running to avoid his wrath. He passed away 
in May of 1919. 


ROY SHOULTS, a brother to Harry, homesteaded the southwest 
quarter of section twenty and worked with his brother Harry for some 
years in the road construction business, He served in the First World War 
‘and stayed on his homestead for a very short time. For several years the 
children, Walter (Red), Vera, Harold and Don attended classes at Hand 
Hills Lake School. Don died a few years ago at Hanna. 





























Mr, and Mrs, Ernest Thornton stayed with Mrs. Shoults while Roy 
was away and established the first hothouse ever built in the community. 
Although a shortage of coal in May, the first year killed many plants, 
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Mr. Thornton (Cocky) persevered and sold vegetables in Hanna and 
district. Both families moved away and their present location is unknown, 


FRED SHOULTS, a brother of Ches Shoults, was a tailor by trade 
and at one time had a machine business in McGregor, Manitoba, He 
came to the Hand Hills and homesteaded the land later farmed for many 
years by Bob Preston, He stayed here for a very few years. 


MR. AND MRS. FRANK STARK homesteaded the land where the 
Hand Hills Lake School was built. Frank was one of the early school 
board members and their two sons Albert and Earl attended school until 
1916. At this time it is believed the family moved away 





PADDY McKINNON and ARTHUR BENTLEY were early settlers 
on the Tom Devine and Dave Wise farms who failed to stay the required 
three years and make the necessary improvements for a homestead. 


THE HUTTERIAN BRETHREN 


The Hutterian Brethren from McMillan Colony at High River pur- 
chased some twenty sections of land in this general area in the fall of 
1954 and have since enlarged their holdings to approximately twenty- 
four sections. 





A work crew of ten to thirty men and four girls who did the cooking 
for them, proceeded to erect in very fast time some filteen large buildings. 
By 1957 the colony divided with their parent colony and some eighty- 
three persons were calling this their new home. Mr. Sam Kleinsasser, 
as their minister, is the chief boss of the colony; and Jake Wipf Sr. is the 
financial boss. Eli Wipf, as second minister, is in charge of the colony, 
when Sam Kleinsasser is away and as the chief electrician and repairman, 
has always been a very busy man. At present Amos Wipf is taking over 
the work in the repair shop and giving Eli a few moments for relaxation, 


The children attend school in a building owned by the colony, and 
used as a church for services in the evenings and on Sunday. They go 
to German school in the morning for one hour from eight to nine and 
in the evenings for one hour from three-thirty to four-thirty, Paul Wipf 
hhas been their German teacher from the beginning, 





The regular teachers have been as follows: Mrs, Ada Benedict 
(supervisor), Mrs. Rilla Mohl, Mrs. L. Belle Matlock, Mrs. Helen Lind- 
say, Mrs. Evelyn Dieter and George Spenser. 


‘There are now about one hundred and eleven people in the colony 
including children. They have raised some excellent crops since comii 
besides having an outstanding hog enterprise, twelve hundred sheep, dairy 
and beef cattle, a market garden, bees, several thousand chickens and 
ducks. In early years the colonies tended to be almost self sufficient, 
making all their own clothes, food and tools but gradually they are 
depending more on machines to do the heavy work, and they are finding 
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that in spite of growing tremendous crops they are beginning to have 
more leisure time, Who knows maybe someday a Hutterian hockey team 
will be a contender in the Highway Nine League, 


ROADS AND TELEPHONES 





Road work on road north of Hand Hills Lake School: G. Beaudoin, G. Sieppert, 
Royd Silverthorn, and foreman Lorne Silverthorn, 





During the dirty 1930s many neighbors were forced to leave the area 
for Peace River and other parts. The ones who stayed tried to work off 
some of their taxes and relief by doing roadwork in the fall with a four- 
horse team, It was usual to have one four-horse outfit on a plow to 
loosen the dirt in the ditches and four or five men with other four-horse 
outlits on fresnoes to haul the dirt onto the road. I can well remember 
the rocky hill known as Maleolm’s corner; Shorty Murray the road boss, 
and several of us hauling dirt down the rocky hill to a washout at the 
bottom. Unless the handle was held up with considerable pressure the 
dirt and gravel would all dribble out before we got to the bottom and 
dumping the fresno would be almost unnecessary. Mr. W. Pfahl was 
another of the carly road foremen in this district. It was his job to tell 
the boys with the fresnoes where to dump the load, and generally manage 
the building of the grades through the sloughs. The early grades across 
sloughs were barely wide enough for one outfit and when they were 
finished it was for one way traffic only. 





In February, 1950, the farmers of the area decided to form a road 
improvement association. The heavy snowlall in the spring of 1948, when 
all but the main roads were closed for motor vehicles from February 
fifteenth until May, gave the impetus and on February tenth they held 
their first meeting at Ronald Fano’s farm. Oscar Rowden was the first 
secretary-treasurer, Oscar and Ronald had previously solicited some three 
hundred and seventy-five dollars from businessmen in Hanna to help buy 
a snow plow. The first one purchased was a Berger and was pulled behind 
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a tractor. It proved unsatisfactory so was promptly returned. A Richardson 
front mounted plow was then ordered and this one is still used in the 
community. Eddie Faechner was the first operator at three dollars and 
fifty cents per hour. Later Oscar Graumann ran the plow for several years. 
In February, 1956, Oscar was plowing in the Finnegan area for over a 
week, staying wherever the plow happened to arrive at night. He saw 
no good reason to come back as there was lots of blowing to do there 
The people in this area joked that he was down at the river fishing, Oscar, 
I believe, really enjoyed the holiday, visiting at homes he had not seen 
before. 


Ed Doering has been the operator ever since Oscar Graumann’s death, 
and has done an excellent job. He prefers to give the best service possible 
to everyone, and not worry very much about how many hours of work 
he puts in, 


‘The Special Area has been plowing snow in this area for three years 
now and will eventually have a monopoly on the snow removal. 


This school district did without phone services entirely until about 
1939 when a group known as the Little Six who jointly owned a lease on 
the Bull Pound decided to establish barb wire service, After a very few 
years it was decided that they would enlarge the group and join on to 
the government telephone line; so in 1944 some old posts, wire and insula- 
tors from unused lines north of Sunnynook and south of Youngstown 
were bought. Two gas barrels were welded together and partly filled 
with creosote on the Grant Yoder farm, A fire was built around the 
barrels to heat the creosote, and then with the aid of a farmhand the old 
telephone poles were dipped for a few seconds in the hot mixture. Most 
everyone who worked near the hot creosote had burns on their faces 
the next day, but all recovered and the posts were improved greatly. 

By December, 1944, the Hand Hills Lake Telephone Company Limited 
was formed with twenty shares at one hundred and thirty dollars each 
and twenty-five miles of pole line built to Hanna, Grant Yoder and Don 
Benedict were the first president and sceretary. An advertisement in the 
Free Press Weekly asking for used telephones elicited the following letters 
from a Saskatchewan resident: 

Garritz, Saskatchewan 
February 17, 1944 
Dear Sir: 


T have found in the paper that you want a telephone box. I got the 
box you are asking for. My box is just like new, the name of these boxes 
is Northern electrice. So if you want to buy T want thirty dollars cash 
she is just like new and the kind you want. So please let me know as 
fast as you can I will shipped you the box because I dont need. as soon 
as I will get the money 


Second letter, after a letter was sent by our telephone company 
offering twenty dollars for this unit, 
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Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter and you are offering me twenty dollars 
these box got a button on a side and its got @ five rings generator and all 
the numbers but [ am not going to sell at twenty dollars if you want these 
box then send me twenty-two dollars cash and I will shipped you the box 
these:box is in good shape. this name of these box is northern electricest. 
So if you wish to buy then send the money as fast as you can. 


We bought the set and it was exactly as he had described. Our 
almost totally second hand phone line worked quite well and most of our 
treated posts are still in the ground. 





Other secretaries, presidents and vice-presidents of the company up 
to the present time were Albert Plahl, Connie Dieter, Ed Gall, Oscar 
Rowden, Herb Siewert, Wilbert Piahl, Henry Karg and Lester Pfahl. 
Trouble shooters have been Ed Gall, Wilbert Pfahl, Melvin Pfahl and 
Ivan Pfahl. 


RURAL MAIL DELIVERY 


Sometime during the 1930s the government decided to deliver mail 
to this area and the first mailman to get the contract was Bill Owens. 
He was required to deliver the mail twice weekly on Route Four which 
went over some very difficult roads and was some thirty-six miles in 
length. 


In the summer months Bill used his 1927 Chevrolet that made the 
trip twice weekly over the dirt roads, The brakes were frequently worn 
out and the stops at the mailboxes were made by slipping the car into 
reverse and sliding the clutch, When the snow got too deep their black 
team was hooked onto their covered-in sleigh and the trip took another 
four or five hours to negotiate. Despite severe weather conditions the mail 
came through, Every family waited eagerly for the mail to come and all 
in all we felt like civilization was sneaking up on us. 


Bill Owens Jr. drove the route many times and in nice weather took 
his sisters or girl friends along for the ride. 


‘The next mailman was Ford Sullivan, He and his wife Margaret 
took turns driving the route, and managed to get through the roads in 
the winter without using horses although Ford spent many hours shoveling 
out the half ton when it didn’t quite reach the end of a long drift. 


Mr. Art Pincombe was the next man on Route Four. He started 
Parr Route Three in 1945, and later the two were joined. Recently the 
route has been extended to Finnegan and Art was going over ninety 
miles to deliver the mail on Mondays and Thursdays, besides his trips 
to Spondin twice a week. 


499 




















































































‘Art was never in a hurry and enjoyed nothing better than a chat 
with whoever he met at the mailbox. He hauled cream and always ate 
his noon meals at Martha Doering’s farm home. Mr. Pincombe’s recent 
death was a blow to his many mail route friends. Bill Owens and Ford 
Sullivan have also passed away. Mr. Mulgrove of Spondin is now making 
the trip twice weekly 
| REMEMBER 
Cows died because they got too much sand in thelr stomachs, and horses got 
a disease called sleeping sickness. 
a a 


When feed was short some farmers mowed the Russian thistles and stacked 
them for feed, if they were lucky to have the wind rolax enough. 





ak ke 


The razor strap that hung beneath the medicine chest, and the sound of Dad 
stropping his white bone-handled razor. The deep mug that held his shaving 
soap and the bounteous lather he could whip out of the cup. | remember too, 
the stick of alum he kept for the few times when he cut himself while shaving. 








kk RR 


The razor strap had another purpose which brings up some not-o-pleasant 
memories. 


a aes 





Mother's big trunk. This came west with most women, and always occupied 
‘avery important place in the home, It was always a ‘constant “Miraculous” 
‘object, as from it came no end of ser , cloth, and even fancy dresses of 
hers. All these proved useful in the lean years fo make clothes for us girls. When 
she opened the trunk we would all crowd around fo see the “wonders of yest 
year.” She always seemed fo move the things so gently, almost lovingly, but what 
she needed always seemed to be ther rvthing was then neatly replaced and 
the fascinating trunk would be closed aguin. We knew net to open i, 

‘mothers treasures and memories. 
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The glamorous long underwear and heavy stockings worn by girls in 
those days. O! the tugging and stuffing to try to get them to lay smooth, so 
our legs didn't look all lumpy. 





tk ke 





When it was fashionable to convert a man's 5 
With a flashy glamour pin on the lapel (mine was 
they looked “tres chic.” 


to a lady's tailored one, 
k-enameled wheat stalks) 


a ae 
All that exercise we used to get behind the plow and the harrows. 
wk RK 
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CHAPTER XII 


FROM THE PINNACLE OF ROCKY HILL 
ay Puyius A, McDonaip 


A prairie rock pile—symbol of loneliness, huddles beside a disintegrat- 
ing barbed wire fence. Symbol of death and sorrow it marks a lonely 
hilltop grave; symbol of protection, too, against its invasion by wild 
animals; symbol of solidarity, in an old deserted rock-packed foundation 
—all that remains of many a prairie home. How symbolic! How fitting, 
that this great terminal moraine deposited here in a crescentic dam by 
the departing glaciers of the Great Ice Age should bear names along its 
ridges as meaningful as Rocky Hill 








Along these ridges the rocks have ever been the bulfalo’s comfort, 
the farmer's curse, the builder’s source, and the rock picker’s glory. Rocks 
of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic classification can be chosen at 
random from almost any prairie rock pile. ‘Their exteriors are generally 
unimpressively smooth and rounded due to the pressure and friction 
suffered in their glacial transit, and often their true beauty is not revealed 
until they are shattered and broken, Year by slow year the rocks work 
upward through the sub-soil and the soil, rising inexorably to the surface 
by the interaction of heat and frost. Sometimes for years a rock will protrude, 
a danger and an eyesore to the landowner. In’ desperation he may dig 
around it, bulldoze it or dynamite it to release its immeasurable tonnage 
from the soil holding it, All varieties, shapes and sizes of rock may be 
found. The Hand Hills moraine is reported as the only western Canadian 
source of agate, a gem diligently sought by rock pickers, Like the diamond 
which can only be cut by another diamond, these stones polish best by 
contact with each other. Lapidarists have proven that only as they rub 
and contact each other is the true beauty of the stones revealed. 


People, too, are like the rocks. From many countries they came, 
differing greatly in appearance, race and creed. Around the “Rocky Hill” 
they scattered, influenced by the heat and frost of school and municipal 
affairs, and the local pressures which forced them to greater heights. But 
contact with each other changed them. ‘The hard edges of animosity soft- 
ened and smoothed, and they lived in relative harmony, banded together 
for comfort in a common cause. Sometimes, too, one lay crushed or broken 
before his true beauty was revealed, while others hovered on the fringe 
of activities—much later to be recognized as great potential leaders, And 
as we look back we realize that gems are often hidden only by a film, 
and so too, many a gem was carclessly ignored as it was consigned to 
the prairie rock pile. 





A strange district—only ten miles from the thriving town of Hanna, 
yet suffering almost unbelievable pangs of isolation and sub-development. 
Many a road allowance here was never fenced and many a fenced one 
so little used as to be non-existent. Only two roads crisscross the entire 
area today and the east-west one is in poor condition. 
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This, then, is our tribute to you the people with rock-hard wills 
who pitted your strength against the unrelenting elements; who year 
after year assailed the battlements and clambered at last to the pinnacle 
of the Rocky Hill, This is your story. 


ROCKY HILL SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 3626 


All efforts have failed to unearth any secretarial records, or school 
registers connected therewith. The few statistical facts we relate were 
received in a brochure from the Department of Education, Rocky Hill 
School was established March 2, 1918, with F. G. Bushanan, Hanna, as 








ils at Rocky Hill: Robert Dieter, Hughie Gibson, Robert Gibson, Alvina Moon 
h, Eileen Moench, Dorothy Gibson, Ben Moench, Guy Moonch, Eliza- 








Pupils at Rocky Hill—Back row, loft to right: Helmut Werner, Alvina Moench, Tola 
Radke, Mac Cooper, Erwin Dieter, the teacher, Daisy Borrows. Front row: Oscar 
Ost, Marvin Mumert, Ida Ost, Wilfred Moench, Clara Radke, Violet Graumann, 
Iwaye Mumert. 
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official trustee. The committee petitioning for the establishment consisted 
of William McPherson, Jacob Keasel and Daniel Siewert. 


‘The following is a list of teachers who taught at Rocky Hill but no 
attempt has been made to arrange them chronologically, Miss Wilkinson, 
Miss Noreen Maynes, Mr. Jim Lavers, Miss Damsgard, Miss Marjorie 
Murphy, Miss Mary Hickey, Miss Lois McDonald, Miss Myra Hunter, 
Miss Daisy Burrows, Desmond Olsen, Miss Smith, Miss Edith Reavley, 
Miss Irene McCarthy, Miss Elizabeth Forbes, Mr. Cooper and Miss 
Mildred Dahl. We sincerely regret that this interesting facet of school 
days in Rocky Hill are so incomplete. 


The research for the Rocky Hill district has been done by Betty 
and Albert Moench with some assistance from Phyllis McDonald. For any 
omissions or misreprescntations we are truly sorry and are sincerely grate- 
ful for the confidence you have placed in us. 


CHRISTIAN OST AND FAMILY 
sy Curistian Ost 

My wife, Maria, and I and five of our children; one son, Christian 
Jr—eight, four daughters, Hulda—six, Emma—four, Maria—two and Ber- 
‘tha—seven months old; left our families, home and country, Bessarabia, 
Romania, on September twenty-seventh, 1927; to make a new home in 
a strange new country called Canada. We arrived in Hanna, Alberta, 
on October twenty-fourth, 1927. We were met at the station by Pastor 
Beach (minister of the Hanna Lutheran Church) and some friends from 
our own country, who had arrived in Canada either a few years or 
months before us, and who already had made or owned their own land 
here in Canada, They gave us shelter and jobs until we found land that 
we could afford to buy to make our new homes. We managed to do this 
in February of 1928, 


My brother-in-law, Mr, Rosenau, and I pooled our money and 
bought a farm together, ten miles south of Hanna, now known as the 
Stubbs place in the Rocky Hill district. Our children, Christian Jr. and 
Hulda, attended the Rocky Hill School while we lived there, 


‘This was only a small farm, one-half section, As a result, in February, 
1928, I sold my share to my brother-in-law, Mr. G. Rosenau, and rented 
another farm four miles north of Hanna. 


T bought four horses, cows, ete, but couldn't afford the machinery 
so I went working for friends and neighbors and used their machinery 
in return, I worked for Jacob Gartner, who owned ten quarters of land. 
I made six miles of fence for fourteen dollars. I did custom work, with 
four horses and a binder given to me, for thirty cents an acre, 

During the seven years we lived on this farm the depression hit. 
Also, my wife was quite ill, having to have several operations. We were 
Dlessed with two more children; one son, Oscar, and a daughter, Ida, 
born in the Henna Hospital in 1934 and 1935, 
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1944 Confirmation-Back row, left to right: Waller Harrison, Harvoy Facchne 

Bets Coit Fane, Eadie Mohl, Albort Baes, Dan Bosttcher, Lawrence G 

Bill Foretea Sule" (decensed), ‘Center rows Violet” Pfahl, Ella Doering, Alma 

ary ace Se lior Alla Mili, Tlie Fano, Laura Karg, Elma Faechner, Laura 
na, Miler, Aarrine Graumann, Bertha Ost, Hilda. Kaut, Wilda 

C ‘dina’ Martin, Ena Bosting, Ida Bossert, 















T worked for friends and neighbors who included J. Fortna, J. Gartner, 
F. Pahl, Bosserts, McKenzies and Olsens. I also worked on a crew working. 
on the roads, It was a very strenuous hardship for us newcomers, as T 
was able to speak very little English. Most of our neighbors were English 
speaking, which helped me learn the language. 

While living here on this farm, from 1928 to 1935, five of our children 
attended the Silver Valley School. One teacher, in particular, that T 
remember was Miss Minnie Wise. She was very good to us all. She came 
from the Hand Hills district where we first made our home. 


In 1936 we rented a farm five miles west of the previous one, the 
John G. Steve's place (Watts district). This had three and one-quarter 
sections but drought again was the problem, The water was very poor 
‘with alkali and rust. This was very important to_us all, especially my 
wife’s health; so once again we moved. While here, Emma, Marian, Bertha 
‘and Oscar attended St. George’s School. 








In 1941 I rented another farm, the Raessler place near Rocky Hill 
where Bertha, Oscar and Ida attended school. Two of our children went 
working to earn money, the crops were better and the years improved 
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In 1942 I bought my first tractor, a 15-30 McCormick-Deering, and 
my son, Christian, came home to help farm. I went working again, when 
able, I helped build a new house, a large garage and chicken house on 
the farm of Mr. C, Schwickort at Scapa in 1943. In 1944 I helped build 
a new house for A. Engel at Endiang (relatives of ours). 


In the meantime crops were pretty good and with the money I earned 
we bought a car, 2 1936 Ford, a new Massey tractor and a clipper combine; 
so it really had improved from 1928, Then, during 1942-1947, five of 
our children married and were on their own, With only the two youngest 
children left, and my health not too good, we decided to sell out. As we 
were only renting we decided not to buy or live on another farm so we 
moved t0 Calgary in 1948, Here we made our new home, which we 
bought and are still residing at (16 - 7A St, N.E., Calgary). 


I got a job with Bennett and White Construction Co. and worked 
with them for eighteen years. During this time I helped build the new 
General Hospital, Holy Cross and many large schools, ete, throughout 
the city of Calgary. 








Our two youngest children finished their schooling here, are now 
married and living here in Calgary near us, I retired in 1966. 


Mr, and Mrs. C. Ost have seven children. They are: CHRISTIAN 
married Alvina Moench. They live in Calgary. They have ten children— 
Erma, Shirley, Raymond, Roger, Patricia, Betty Joan, Richard, Rhonda; 


Brenda and Lloyd. 











HILDA—married Williard Diegel and live at Watts. They have four 
children—Scharlotte now Mrs. Terry Robinson of Stettler, Lester, Glenda 
and Garry at home. 


EMMA—married Melvin Albrecht. They had three sons (all deceased) 
They adopted two children Donna and Randolph and live at Trochu, 


MARIAN—married Samuel Diegel and they have three sons, Marvin 
(who is married and has one son) Stanley and Duwayne at home, They 
make their home at Gadsby. 


BERTHA—married Waldemar Radke. They have two sons Reginald 
and Ryan and they live in the Hand Hills. 


OSCAR—married Patricia Hutchings and live in Calgary with their 
three children, Colleen, Juanita and Lynn. 


IDA—married Ernest Schnell and live in Calgary. They have two 
children Karyn and Deryk. 


‘The wife and I are very thankful to be able to enjoy our home and 
our health after all the hardships and ordeals in our lives since coming 
to Canada, our home, 
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THE MR. AND MRS. EARL HOWATT STORY AND 
THE MR. AND MRS. ELMER MUMERT STORY 


as ToLD To Puyzuis McDonazp sy THE Exmer Mumenrs 


Earl Howat homesteaded in the Rocky Hill district. He married 
Marie Hyndman of the Golden Hill area, (It will undoubtedly be of 
interest to many readers that her father, Mr, Hyndman, is still living in 
Vancouver with his youngest daughter, Eleanor, quite confident that he 
will live to see his hundredth birthday in June, 1969), The Howatt’s 
had three small children and Mrs. Howait was in hospital with their fourth 
when tragedy struck in 1928, Earl was thrown from a plow and so severely 
injured that despite the constant vigilance of Dr. Baxendale he passed 
away a few days later in the Hanna Hospital. 


Earl and Marie had four children: 


MARIE ALICE—now Mrs. Alfred Pederson of Barrhead. Their 
children are: Kenneth, Elaine, Carol, Dale, Lorne, Dianne, Lyal and 
‘Trudy. 


EARLINE—Mhs. Carl “Tip” Armstrong of Thorsby, has three daugh- 
ters: Adeline, Connie and Karen. 


EARL JR—married Evelyn Faweett and lives at Androssan, Their 
children who are noted for their exceptional facial beauty are: Wayne, 
Merel, Sharon, Mervin, Charlotte, Daryl, Melvin, Clarence, Clarice; Aaron, 
Kleven and Orland. 


LILLIAN—(the baby who never knew her father) was raised by 
Mr. and Mrs. Grant Yoder, after her mother’s demise in 1940. She moved 
to the coast with the Yoder’s where she met and married Paul Tebbutt. 
They have three sons and one daughter: Roland, Donald, Bradley and 
Tracey. 

For a few years Mrs. Howatt managed with the help of her family 
then in 1933 she married Elmer Mumert. They had two sons: MARVIN, 
who married Betty Bitman, They live in Edmonton with their three 
daughters, Mary, Martha and Teresa, DWAYNE, and his wife Molly 
Johnson (present matron of the Hythe Hospital) have the following 
‘children: Judy, Steven, Brian, Elizabeth and Donna. 


‘The Howatt children were all blondes or near blondes and Mrs. 
Mumert dearly wished that she could have a black-eyed, black-haired 
daughter. When Leona was born at eight o'clock one evening in 1940, 
Marie's last wish was granted, but Marie passed away at five o'clock 
the next morning 


LEONA, married Lorne Paynter and makes her home at Montney, 
B.C, near Fort St. John. Their family are: Thomas, Susan, Larry (de- 
ceased), Darrin and Donald. 
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In 1944, Olive Grierson, of Vernon, B.C., came home with Ethel 
Yoder from Bible School for a short visit. Here she met Elmer Mumert 
and though they met in April and married in October, she cheerfully 
says they haven’t repented yet. In 1945 they moved to Youngstown where 
they have since made their home, Their children are: PHILIP, who mar- 
ried Andrea Walker. They live in Hanna with their daughter, Sherri. 
LINDA: married Ivan Ford of Chinook. They have one son, James. 
DAVID: who is at present working for Wally Armstrong, has attended 
one session at Prairie Bible Institute. 





‘This epitomy of “compound” love is best illustrated in a centennial 
project initiated by one of the daughters, Barline, now Mrs. Tip Armstrong. 
She made each family a gingham tablecloth with a large centennial emblem 
in the center, Written in vivid Artex colors around the edge she has listed 
all the branches of the three composite families and their descendants. 
‘What finer way to prove that the bonds of love are eternal! 


MR. AND MRS. JACOB RAESSLER 
(as ToL By Mas. Jaxe Stepper) 


‘The Reesslers came to Canada from Versina, Russia. Their daughter, 
Elsie (Mrs. Jake Sieppert), was only seven days old when they began 
the long trip from the Old Country. Their first stop was in the spring 
of 1910 when they moved to Coronation. That fall they moved to the 
Hand Hills, Winter came early that year and their home was made from 
the double-tiered wagon box turned upside down with blankets tucked 
around the bottom to keep out the wintry winds. Here, my mother, father, 
and four children survived their first Canadian winter, 


In 1911 they built a twelve by twelve sod shack, covered with straw 
for a roof, and in 1912 they built a larger sod house in a different location. 
‘A sod barn was also constructed to shelter the growing herd. 


In 1912 Mr. Raessler joined the men who were hauling the lumber 
and other building materials from Castor, for the Hanna townsite. A 
round trip took about three days. His team consisted of one ox and one 
horse and he made as many trips as possible to help provide the family 
with some of the necessities needed to expand their farm, as well as to 
provide a winter grubstake. Towards the end of his absence, Mrs. Raessler 
had no food for the family except potatoes for a three-week period. 





In 1914-1915 they built the lumber and mud house which still stands 
on the homestead. Mrs. Raessler tramped the mud and straw to the right 
consistency and the children all carried it in buckets to the forms where it 
dried, Though it was hard work, Elsie does not recall feeling disgruntled 
or unhappy about the heavy task. This house was very warm and spacious 
and enjoyed by all the family. 





Mr. Raessler died in 1928 and his sons continued on the farm for 
many years. 
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Mrs. Raessler was remarried in 1933 to Conrad Poffenroth, For five 
years they made their home at Acme, then moved to Calgary. Mrs. 
Poffenroth passed away in February of 1968. Their children were 


‘TILLIE (Mrs. Bill Giebert), Lacombe. They have seven children. 


ADOLPH—(deceased) married Louise Peppke. Their children are 
Willie, Eddie and Ellie, 


cur. 
girls. 








married Mary Fehr of Hondu. They have two boys and two 


ELSIE—married Jake Sieppert, Hanna, They have four sons, Elmer, 
Lester, Ivan and Roddy. 


CLARA—(Mrs. Fred Sieppert), Hanna has seven children—Emil 
married Ruby Rust—one son, Lonnie, Ralph (deceased) married Annie 
Schmidi—one daughter, Sheila. Viola (Mrs. George Karg)—live children, 
Darrell, Brenda, Bradley, Barry, Shelly. Marjorie (Mrs. Clarence Flemmer) 
Crossfield, has two sons. Muriel (Mrs. Bob Griffith), Drumheller, has two 
sons and one daughter. Gayle (Mrs. Gordon Roessler), Calgary. Garry 
Calgary. 





EMMA—(deceased) Mrs. Christian Sieppert, had three children, 
Laurence, Eddie and Vivian, 


FRED—married Evelyn Head. They live at Sexsmith with their three 
children, 


MELITA—(Mrs. Reuben Green), Calgary. She has two sons and two 
daughters 


ELMER—came back to the farm about 1958 and stayed until about 
1966. At present he is living in Calgary. 


Mrs. Sieppert’s face lights up as she talks about the past. She recalls 
the early years of her own marriage when, despite the fact that money was 
very scarce, “happiness was their constant companion”. The special joy 
of working together, of caring about and sharing each day's experience 
brought them a peace of mind not found in today’s bulging pocketbooks 
nor in the foam bubbling from the lips of today’s indispensible beer bottles. 





MR. AND MRS. “SHORTY” McPHERSON 


Shorty McPherson homesteaded in the Rocky. Hill district in the 
coulee north of Bill Sieppert’s. Everyone recalls that he was a fine barber. 
When he left the district he ran a pool hall and barbershop in Drumheller, 
and also barbered in Delia, He had three daughters: May, Mrs.’ John 
Szureck, of Drumheller. She has one son, John. Jean, Mrs, Deal, (de- 
ceased) had one son and one daughter. Her family lives at Blairmore. 
Doris, Mrs. Deer, lives in Calgary. She has no family. 
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F. B. RANDALL was a veterinarian who displayed considerable sur- 
gical skill in an era when specialists were few and jack-of-all-trades were 
plenteous, Reinhold Fano recalls an operation performed on a sweeneyed 
horse belonging to his father. Veterinarian Randall incised the shoulders, 
removed the proud flesh and sutured the wound. To queries of “Did the 
horse die?” Reinhold declares, “Not only did it live—it lived to workl” 










The Bill Siepperts taken on th 





50th anniversary. 
Raymond and Annie Moench. Front row: Mr. Si 
Siepp 
For Mr. and Mrs. Bill Sieppert see the Hand Hills Lake School District—Gottfried 
Siepport Story. 








MR. AND MRS. GOTTLIEB ZAHN 
(as town ro Payius McDonatp ay Mas. Cecx) 

Mr, and Mrs. Gottlieb Zahn came to Canada in 1910 and settled in 
the heart of the Rocky Hill district. They had three children, Robert, who 
is now married with one child, Mary and Othelia, both married and 
having two children each. 


Mrs, Check of Hanna vividly recalls her first impression of this 
country when she came to live with her sister, Mrs. Zahn in 1923. ‘Their 
prairie pioneer home was devoid of facilities and as Mrs. Check had been 
trained as a nurse she felt she must keep that homesteader’s house as 
sterile as @ hospital, She waged a constant battle against dirt and germs 
and was so discouraged and frustrated she would have returned to her 
homeland if she could have raised the price of her fare. However, she 
received an opportunity to work in the hospital in Hanna and remembers 
receiving a piece of paper at the end of the first month, Being unable to 
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speak the language she took it home not knowing what it was or what 
it meant. When Mrs. Zahn next visited her she showed her the paper 
and said, “I don’t know what this paper is they gave me. Perhaps they 
are not satistied with my services and wish to fire me.” Mrs. Zahn had 
quite @ time convincing her that the piece of paper was worth eighty 
dollars. 

‘The Zahns left the Hand Hills in 1923 for Oregon City, Oregon, 
where they lived for a year. They moved to California where they engaged 
in ranching. Mrs. Zahn died in 1967 and Mr. Zahn is planning a trip 
to Hanna this summer along with other members of his family. 


MR. AND MRS. CHRIS WERNER 

Chris Werner, his wife and daughter Ema migrated from Leipzig, 
Bessarabia, arriving in Hanna in June of 1927. They took up residence 
on the Zahn-Sicb quarter across from Dan Siewerts. About three years 
later they moved to the Senior Preston farm, In 1939 they moved to 
Ladner, British Columbia, but retwmed in the fall and moved to the 
Kininmonth place. 





Mr. Wemer recalls their first experience of bringing coal from Willow 
Creek early in the 1930s. Radkes, Kittlers and Wemers banded together, 
took enough grub and hay for about two days and began the project 
With the aid of a two-horse scraper, a walking plow, picks, shovels, and 
crowbars they sallied into the coulee; but the ground was frozen and 
stripping operations were slow. They ran out of food and had to steal 
hay in the lease for their horses; but they dared not leave without the 
coal, A little jam remained in the pail and they allowed John Wittchen 
(Mrs. Werner's brother, who was working for his board) to drink the 
dregs of the jam. Finally, on the fourth day they made it home. John 
called to his sister, “What’s for supper?” “Strudels!” she called back. 
“Til tell you one thing.” John hollered back, “you haven't: made 
ENOUGH”. 


From the Kininmonth place, the children were taken by horse and 
stoneboat through the north pasture to the Rocky Hill School. One after- 
noon, after Chris picked the kids up, they went visiting at Radkes. It was 
dark by the time they got away and a heavy fog settled over the lease. 
Nothing looked right, the familiar hills and landmarks seemed foreign 
and deceitful. The dog wanted to go one way, the team was proceeding 
under protest another way. Finally, Chris gave up and the horses followed 
the dog. Though they brought him safely to his own gate, he was still 
convinced they had led him astray. 








Snow used to drift so unexpectedly through the Kininmonth yard 
that Mr, Werner often had to tie a binder twine guide to the door knob 
to ensure his return to the house from the barn, One winter the snow 
was so deep they had to brush the hard packed trail to keep from falling 
off it. Once Mrs. Werner fell off the trail while fecding chickens and Chris 
had to pull her out. 
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In 1951 when Helmut was working in Calgary, Chris suffered an 
appendicitis attack. Mrs. Werner, unable to go for help, kept snow packs 
on him for one and half days (day and night) until the crucial pain 
subsided, 


In 1954 their son Helmut married Mildred Rosin, so Mr. and Mrs. 
Wemer moved to Hanna where they still reside. For about two years 
Helmut and Mildred lived on the Kininmonth place, then moving to 
Hanna where Helmut worked at the Jubilee as an attendant. They now 
reside on the Raessler place in the Alpha area with their children, Calvin 
and Patti 








‘Their daughter, Erna—Mrs, Reinhold Rosin, resides in the Hand 
Hills. The Rosins have two sons, Wesley and Stanley, and a daughter, 
Cindy, 


GUSTAVE NEWMAN 


Gustave Newman and Adolph Raessler were married to sisters whose 
surname was Peppke. Newmans moved to the Fano place in the Alpha 
district in 1928 and later moved to the Jim Kininmonth place. They had 
three children Annie, Willie, and Lily. 


While they were living on the Fano place, a neighbor's bull made 
frequent visits to their farmyard, breaking fences and causing general 
havoc. One Sunday afternoon Raesslers, Radkes, Werners and Kittlers 
came to visit. Newman had no dog, but Adolph Raessler had brought 
his along. The men decided to give the bull something to think about 
besides breaking fences and sicked the enthusiastic dog on the culprit. He 
charged wildly around the outbuildings and generally created such an 
uproar that the women and children came to the kitchen door to watch, 
To their surprise the bull careened towards the kitchen. The women and 
children beat a hasty retreat but in their confusion forgot to close the 
door. Into the narrow kitchen the bull galloped, refuged and wedged. 
The women barricaded themselves into the other room, while the men 
struggled mightily to dislodge the unexpected visitor. Two men crawled 
over his back and by a combination of horn-jerking and tail-twisting 
finally managed to extract nearly one-half ton of unordered beefsteaks 
from the Newman larder. 


A WEE NOOK IN THE HAND HILLS 
JAMES KININMONTH FAMILY 
sy Repvers Perry 
Jim was born in the year 1873 in Fifeshire, Scotland. After receiving 
his education, the thrill of going abroad to seck adventure spirited him 
on to Africa in the early 1890s and resulted in employment with a mer- 
chandising firm. The call of duty to Queen and country during the Boer 
War saw him serving for three years, 1809-1901. Upon his discharge he 
returned to Scotland for a few years but again the urge to go abroad soon 
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found him in Canada, Arriving in Alberta in 1907 he homesteaded in 
the Gleichen district. Two years later a homestead was filed upon in the 
Hand Hills on N.W. ¥4, See. 5, Twp. 30, R. 15 W. 4th to be found on 
the eastern slope of the historic Hills. In 1909 his home was completed 
in a deep ravine with a free flowing spring nearby, so essential to the 
early homesteader, The Prairie Trail through the homestead and past 
the house was regarded as one of the main roads to Hanna from areas 
to the south and west of Jim’s, so numerous callers dropped in for meals 
or to stay overnight including mounted policemen, land seekers and neigh- 
bors going to and fro. It was not unusual to find someone had dropped 
in and made their own meal leaving a note of “thanks”. This was the 
true honesty of the western settler of that time. 





‘The life of a bachelor became one of monotony to the homesteader, 
indeed it was a blessing and the greatest measure of success when the 
heart of a lady was won; and just that happened to Jim in 1916 when the 
matriage to Orvilla Wickson took place. A true native of the country 
around Bronte, Ontario, the young lady come direct to Calgary in 1913 
and lost no time going to the newest settled area of Hanna. The C.P.R 
train was boarded from Lacombe changing trains to go to Castor and 
then to Hanna by team and sleigh. At that time the C.N.R. rails were 
almost laid so she recalls seeing the first passenger train arrive, a gala 
affair with the shining steamer and a brass band on the station platform 
to ring out the weleome on the beautiful sunny day. Miss Wickson had 
the distinction of owning the first millinery store in Hanna and also had 
the misfortune of having it burned to the ground two years later at its 
location on Second Avenue. The store was re-established and business 
continued as usual. The attraction of a young rancher deep in the Hand 
Hills eventually resulted in the milliner’s career coming to a close as 
the wedding bells chimed in 1916. The years that followed were similar 
to that of other western pioneers with their thrills, joys, sorrows and 
disappointments. 








In 1918 Christine Orvilla and James Alton were born to bless the 
home but sorrow in the deepest measure struck in 1920 when the twins 
both passed away at the age of eighteen months and are buried togther 
in the Hanna Cemetery. 


‘The Fish Lake lease occupied much of the Kininmonth family’s interest 
as cattle were kept there for summer pasture, In years gone by it was the 
practice to keep calves over the winter and re-pasture the following year 
for fall sales, In some cases they were kept for an additional year, depending 
on the market trends, Well known cattle buyers such as Ted Gardiner, 
a P. Bums representative, would frequently purchase the cattle and they 
were trailed to the Gopher Head or as we believe it to be now known 
as the Imperial Ranch near Byemoor, the gathering point prior to market, 


Dorothy was born in 1921 and Leonard in 1925 and recall their 
childhood at the ranch, riding horseback, sleighing the slopes and watching 
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from the hills behind the house for sight of their Dad coming from the 
other farm with the horses or coming from town. 


Jim was on the Municipal Council for many years with the headquarters 
in Hanna, The Rocky Hill School Board was guided along for many 
years with his sound advice. The school was located only two and one- 
half miles north of the ranch home, reasonably near for the teacher who 
often used to board at their home. During the long cold winters it was 
@ worry to the settlers as to how the children would fare under the extreme 
conditions and with no telephone you just had to have faith in God that 
all was well 


Mrs. Kininmonth hed a sister, Georgine, who came west in the later 
teens and married James Hamilton who owned the first tinsmith shop 
until his death about 1936. Mrs, Hamilton returned to Ontario, passing 
away in 1954. 


On many occasions Jim showed cattle at the Calgary Fat Stock Show 
in the fall winning prize ribbons on the fat beef cattle class direct from 
the Hand Hills. He was also a member of the South African Veterans’ 
Association in which he took keen interest in later years while farming 
west of Airdrie. 


Humorously, they recall hitching a rope to the Chev. touring car with 
Dad on the end of the rope and Mother driving while they rushed the 
car through a slushy mud puddle. There was also Don Benedict, a polite 
little boy who unknowingly but gracefully backed up to the “catch all” 
pail near the back door and sat in it, Jean Payne, nee Benedict, recalls 
the delicious rolled oat cookies fresh irom the old coal stove oven at 
Kininmonth’s. “Never tasted any so good since!” she explained. Mrs. 
Kininmonth acquired the art of mastering a Model T Ford when she first 
came to Hanna and taught more than one new owner how to drive, a 
thriller on more then one occasion! 





In 1934, after years of hard work and frequent disappointments, 
the family moved to the west Airdrie district where their farming opera. 
tions could be carried on in a more compact scale. Dorothy and Leonard 
continued their schooling with Dorothy furthering hers in Calgary and 
later was employed by the Imperial Bank prior to her marriage to 
Redvers Perry of Balzac in 1953, They have two children, Janet and Neil, 
and farm west of Balzac one mile. 


Leonard carries on with a mixed farming enterprise nine miles north 
and west of Airdrie and is keenly interested in cattle and hunting big game. 


James Kininmonth passed away in 1957 and is buried in Queen’s 
Park cemetery. Mrs. Kininmonth is quite active and remains on the farm 
with Leonard. 


Glancing eastward from the farm near the foothills of the Rockies 
the Kininmonths still recall the true blue friends and neighbors of the 
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Hand Hills and the townspeople of Hanna, As the years roll by one 
cherishes the good old days and the rough roads somehow become a 
highway of pleasant memories. 


MR. BEN EVENSON took out a homestead in Rocky Hill, where 
he lived with his son Thorvil, and his daughter Bendina. ‘Thorvil went 
overseas in World War I with a Canadian contingent. He was among 
those who suffered the effects of poison gas, which left him 
weakened lung condition. Following his discharge from the army, he got 
a job working on the railroad. Exposure to inclement weather brought 
fon pneumonia which caused his untimely death. In 1916 following Ben- 
dina’s marriage to Fred Gibson, Mr. Evenson left his homestead and 
made his home with his daughter. Ruby, a granddaughter recalls the day of 
his death, when he quietly passed away in his sleep in 1935. A blizzard 
‘was raging out of doors; but, nevertheless, they walked to Wises and Mr. 
Wise returned with them to help with the necessary arrangements. Mr. 
Morton took the family to town in a lumber wagon for the funeral service, 
as roads were 100 difficult for cars or too bare for sleighs. The burial 
had to take place at a later date as the ground was frozen too hard to 
excavate. 








FRED NICHOLAUS lived on the quarter east of Kininmonth’s, wa 
‘married and had four children. They left about 1934 and last trace we 
were able to locate he was operating a delivery service at Athabaska in 
the Peace River block 


DAN FAECHNER came from Wadessa, Washington, U.S.A, in 
1910 to homestead in Rocky Hill. Their family are as follows: 


ANNIE (Mrs, Reinhold Pfahl) lives in. Hanna. Their son, Lester, 
took over the Yoder farm in 1960. (His mother and father lived at the 
farm also until his marriage to Ruth Toews in 1967). Their daughter, 
Betty (Mrs. Noel Peterson), lives at Medicine Hat with their two sons. 


BERTHA—lives in Calgary. 
DAN—of Craigmyle married Lily Miller. Their children are: James, 
Elaine, Lloyd and Leona, 


BILL—of Hanna married Theresa Burgemeister. They have two 
daughters, Drinda and ‘Trudy. 


HERB—of Craigmyle married Margaret Cody. Their children are 
Shirley, Sharon and Larry. 


HARVEY—of Craigmyle married Iris Fano. Their sons are Tyrone, 
Clayton and Randolph. 


EDNA (Mrs. Calvin Bye) of Hanna has three sons: Barkley, who 
married Marlene Fecho and lives at Jasper, Miles of Edmonton and Garth 
at home. 
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Mrs. Faechner died in 1929. Mr. Faechner remained on the home 
stead until about 1936 when he moved to Hanna, About 1945 he moved 
tw Calgary where he still enjoys good health. 


‘The Faechner boys, Dan, Bill, Herb and Harvey are accomplished 
curlers. Sometimes for “old time sake” they pool their resources for a 
local ‘spiel. Their oppositions, spotting the accumulated potential are 
prone to concede when they draw this foursome. 


MR. AND MRS. GRANT YODER 

I, Mr. Grant Yoder, homesteaded east of the Rocky Hill in 1909. 
In December of 1914 I married Miss Belle Sills in Cove, Oregon. Four 
children came to bless this marriage. They were: Cecile Maude, Patricia 
Belle (deceased 1922), Ethel Joy and James Grant. 


Lillian Howatt came to live with us when she was eleven years of 
age and we still consider her one of the family. Lillian is married to Paul 
Telbutt, and they live in Chilliwack, They have three sons and one 
daughter. 


Cecile married George Cooper who lives west of Barrhead, Alberta 
They have no family. 


James married Vivienne Duff in 1955, She is a graduate nurse and 
James is a minister, They have two girls and live at Richmond, British 
Columbia. 


Ethel taught piano lessons in Chilliwack and Vancouver. She married 
Jim Makin and now lives in Portland, Oregon. They have no children 


We left the Hand Hills in July of 1945 and make our home at 
133 Gore Avenue Apartments in Chilliwack, British Columbia. 


Eprror’s Nore: Mr. Yoder confides that he is nearly blind and finds 
writing very difficult. However his seript was very legible throughout and 
his response was warmly appreciated. 


ANDY McADIE homesteaded in the Golden Hill area, In 1914 he 
bought three quarters of the Hudson’s Bay section located in Rocky Hill 
district. He recalls that it was fenced at the time of his purchase by the 
homesteaders whose land bordered it such as Jim Kininmonth, Ben 
Evenson, ete. Andy retired to Hanna in 1965 and disposed of his holdings 
to Fred and Ken Burgemeister, well-known farmers in the Golden Hill area. 





MR. AND MRS. CONRAD DIETER 
sy Conrap Dierer 
I will try to tell some things about the early days as I remember 
them and also send a few pictures, I filed on my half scotion at Castor 
Land Titles Office on the last day of March, 1911 and still have the 
receipts for the filing fee. I don’t remember if they asked my age, but I 
was nineteen years old. I worked at Castor for the Williston ‘Trading Co. 
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all that summer and came down to start my homesteading duties October 
the tenth, 1911. After I had my shack built I got a few days work with 
Dan Green at building the Golden Hill school. That helped my net 
worth a little, for T earned no more until the next May. The school was 
finished that fall and we had a dance in it just before school started. 


Connie Dioter was the first bachelor 
to have curtains and a washing 
machine. 





‘The next May, Shoults and Gibson started bulding grade for the 
railroad, I worked there all summer. In the fall of 1912 the town of 
Hanna started. That fall my neighbor, Jim Coulter, was carrying the mail 
from Hanna to Golden Hill, Post Office. He used a single horse and 
buggy. On this particular evening I was about five feet down in the well 
I was digging when I heard Jim coming home from his mail route trip. 
I noticed a rattle about the rig that seemed unnatural, About that time 1 
heard him holler as if in pain. He called me and asked me to come over 
and help him out of the rig. I thought he might have had a drink or 
two. “Drive over here!” I called, “and I will help you out of the rig.” 
‘The horse started up and the noise commenced again. Then I noticed it was 
his foot dangling out of the buggy, and coming into contact with the 
wheel. I came over quickly, got him into the house and onto the bed— 
fur coat and all, He asked me to get a doctor for him right away. That 
was a big order but I said I would try. I told him’to stay on the bed and 
started for Benedict's Ranch about five miles south of us. When I got 
there I was told Dr. Benedict was not available. I rode back and stopped 
in at the shack and got there just in time, too. Jim had gotten up and 
tried to build a fire with coal oil on the kindling and flames hed caught 
the fur on the sleeves of his old coonskin coat. There he was on one leg 
and alone in the shack. I'm sure he wouldn’t have made it out of there. 
I put out the fire and rode to Hanna. I was lucky to get Dr. Wade to 
‘come with me. I rode with him in the buggy, and led my horse which 
was getting tired, When we got in, “Doc” peeled him down a little, the 
doctor said “You will have to hold him down as I have no anesthetic.” 


I said, “That's out of my line, but how do I do it?” 
“Sit straddle of his chest,” he answered, “and hold his arms.” 
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Jim called me lots of different names but I held him until the Doe 
had a cast on him. I wouldn’t care to do that over again. 


‘The Rocky Hill school must have been built quite a lot later than 
the Golden Hill for I don’t remember it until after I got back from over- 
seas in the fall of 1919. I think Jim Kininmonth was the sectetary then. 
‘The children had it much harder going to school in those days. Our 
three drove or walked often and seemed: to enjoy it. I boxed out a little 
seep of a spring for their drinking water about a quarter of a mile from 
the schoolhouse and it served for several years even if a frog or a water 
snake did get into it sometimes. 


The teachers had their troubles also. I don’t think that our school 
ever had trouble paying their teachers. I do believe some only got enough 
cash to pay their board and the rest came later, I hope T'll never forget 
Noreen Maynes when she taught out our way, boarding at Dan Siewert's 
place, She came by our place one Saturday on her way to Hanna to vis 
her folks. She was driving a horse on a stoneboat and ‘sitting on an apple 
box. A collar, trace chains and rope lines were all the gear on the horse. 
How she ever got there and back I don’t know, but Sunday evening she 
came back again. 








Sometimes the snow was too deep through the hills so the children 
walked on the frozen drifts. Alex Mohl, Jr., was the chief well driller around 
our part of the country. He was good at it or lucky. There are some wells 
still being used that Alex drilled in 1911. Wilbert Pfahl was using one 
the last time I was there. 


People that had cattle to sell took them overland to the Imperial 
Ranch at Gopher Head where Burns was buying them. Ted Gardener 
was the manager there. He ran the ranch and weighed the cattle in. 
Usually, it was late by the time we would get there, and a rider would 
come out to meet us and suggest we leave them there until morning. 
“They'll be OK here—plenty of grass and water!” he'd blandly state. 
By the time we would get to bring our cattle in, after waiting for some 
others to be weighed out of the corrals to make room for ours, they sure 
didn’t buy anything but beef, for they had neither water or grass all 
night. I went up with several of our neighbors on those trips and enjoyed 
it. I went on one trip with Sherwood Benedict and Charles Redding, in 
1914, I think. 


We used to go around to the different neighbors to play cards in the 
evening and have a little pastime. I saw a new trick used there one night. 
When the coal oil lamp wick was too short to reach the oil it seemed we 
would be forced to quit playing and go home, Some lady said, “Pour 
water into the bow! until the oil (which would flow) rises up to the wick, 
and keep on playing!” It worked, Try it sometime. 


The coyote hunters used to be pretty hard on our willow picket two- 
wire fences. This was difficult to stop for you could never tell from which 
direction they would come or go. The country was pretty well fenced up 
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by 1914 and the road allowances were being used for what they were 
intended. Hanna was getting to be a busy place. Even in the fall of 1912 
we could, if we were lucky, get a box car spotted at the loading platform, 
shovel it full of wheat and ship it out, Sometimes it was a month before 
we heard fom it and often the grade and price were very disappointing, 
But it was a start anyway. 


T made one trip to Joberg’s coal mine south of Delia with the only 
team of oxen that I ever drove on the road. Things changed pretty fast 
after that and lots of the oldtimers are gone, and soon will be forgotten 
too, The next generation is well on its way to make or break—time will tell. 





jeters in winter conveyance 


Conrad Dieter and Alice Cooper were married in June, 1921. They 
lived on his homestead for a short time and then moved to Iowa, U.S.A., for 
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several years. Robert and Viola were born there. Later, the family returned 
to their homestead in the Rocky Hill district. Here, Erwin was the third 
addition to their family. 





Then, Bill and Mac Cooper, nephews of Mrs. Dieter, came to live 
with them after the death of their mother in Banff. They were five and 
three years of age at the time. They resided with their aunt and unele 
until completing school. Bill married Pat Murphy of Hanna and lives in 
Calgary. They have three sons. Mac lives in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
and is engaged in the carpentry business, 


In November, 1960, Mr. and Mrs. Dieter and Erwin moved to Hanna 
‘Then Robert and his family became residents of the home farm. After 
a lengthy illness, Mrs. Dieter passed away in March, 1965. In January, 
1967, Mr. Dieter and Erwin moved to Vernon, British Columbia, where 
he married Mrs. Millie Murphy of Salmon Arm, British Columbia, a 
former resident of the Golden Hill district. 





Viola, now Mrs, Don Espensen, lives in San Jose, California. They 
have one daughter, Barbara. 


Robert married Evelyn Damsgard of Chinook and they have three 
sons: Eric, attending university in Calgary, Philip and Miles, attending 
school in Hanna. 


HENRY PREGITZER homesteaded in 1918. He recalls the pride he 
felt in the first land he ever owned. Mr. Pfahl drilled a well on it for him 
which was 54 fect deep. To his knowledge this well never did run dry 
and he felt Mr. Piahl was an exceptionally good driller. He built a shack 
and a barn on his property while fulfilling the requirements of “proving 
up” but spent his winters with his brother, Gottlieb in the Earltown 
district. In 1921 he worked for Jim Kininmonth. He only remained three 
years on this quarter, then moving to the Earltown district where he 
married. He sold his land to Jim Kininmonth for twenty-five dollars an 

re plus two horses. His three children are: Lawrence, who married Donna 
lergodt. They live in Taber with their two daughters. His only daughter, 
Lavonne, married Leonard Harrison, They have two sons, Leslie and 
Rian, His youngest son, Raymond, married Diane Straight and they make 
their home in Waterton, South Dakota. Mr. and Mrs. Pregitzer now 
make their home in Hanna. 





MR. AND MRS. JOHN STUBBS 
(as torp By Mr. Jack Srusss) 

John Stubbs Sr. came to the Rocky Hill district about 1912 about 
one year after his sons, Tom and Jack, came out; spotted the homesteads 
and established a home on Tom Stubbs’ homestead. John Stubbs, Sr. lived 
with Tom while proving up on his homestead. In 1915 Jack built a house 
for his father. Among Jack's memories of those early days includes an 
incident when ‘Tom was thrown from his horse. His foot was caught in the 
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stirrup and the horse dragged him for quite a distance. His leg was broken 
and months of immobility followed while it was kntting. It always troubled 
him thereafter. 


Six sons also lived in this area: Will, John, Amold, Thomas, Oswald 
(for years secretary of Hand Hills Municipality No. 275) and Robert. All 
are deceased except Jack who lives with Mr. and Mrs. Dave Crawford. 
Two daughters, Elizabeth, now of Detroit, and Alice of Florida, only 
lived with their parents for one year each before returning to pursue careers 
in the United States. 


Mr. Stubbs died in 1934. His son, Jack, continued to farm until 1936 
when he sold the farm to Gus Rust. At the present time it is being farmed 
by his son, Ernest Rust. Mrs, Stubbs died in 1939. 





MR. AND MRS. SIMON REICH 
(as tory By Mr. anp Mrs. Cant Merzcer) 


Simon Riech migrated from Russia and homesteaded in Rocky Hill 
district in 1912. His marriage to Julia Quaschnick (Mrs, Metzger’s sister) 
took place in 1919. 


‘They raised a family of four daughters and three sons, some of 
who attended Rocky Hill School. These children are: Ida, now Mrs. Ray 
Clark lives in Vancouver; Lydia, who married Rev. A. M. Amoc, now 
makes her home in North Dakota, Reinhold is married, lives in Calgary 
and has two daughters and one son. Otto was killed in World War II 
while serving as an army chef. Emil and Fred both make their homes in 
Williams Lake, British Columbia, and each have three children. Helen 
and Ruth are both married living in Vancouver. Helen has two children 
and Ruth has three. When Riechs left Rocky Hill district they made their 
home in Hanna, then moved to Calgary about 1928. Later they moved to 
Vancouver where Simon died in 1967. Mrs. Riech still makes her home 
there. 





MRS. BUEHLER 
Mrs. Buehler lived on the northern edge of the Rocky Hill distriet 
and though many knew of her amd eulogize her nursing ability we have 


collected only a few facts to pay tribute to her here. For this information 
we are indebted to Mr. F, Paterson, Mrs. M. Rosin and Mr. R. Fano. 








Mrs, Buehler’s family members were as follows: 





Ralph Wallace, @ son, was a veteran of the first world war; @ nice 
quiet chap. He worked around Craigmyle and the Hand Hills and married 
a young school teacher, Miss Annie Archibald. They had one son, Wesley 
Ralph died in the 1920s and Mrs. Wallace went back teaching. Many 
praises have been sung to this wonderful teacher who could handle even 
the toughest boys and make them want to learn, 
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Tom Bear, another son, was a well-known cowboy in early rodeo 
circles. When his mother moved to Craigmyle he stayed on at the farm 
in Rocky Hill batching. Ronald Fano recalls stopping at his home one cold 
winter’s day. Tom was near death and barely able to speak, Ronald 
hurried to the closest neighbor for help but Tom Bear had passed away 
before they returned. 


Some say there was another son but we were unable to verify this 
Mrs. Buehler adopted a girl, Margaret, who lived with her in Graigmyle 
where Mrs. Buehler operated a nursing home from about 1923 to 1933. 
She was a respected member of the community and people who were 
under her care usually returned as her friends. When Mrs. Buehler left 
the village she sold her home to Pete Schmierer. We have been unable 
to further trace her story or that of her daughter, Margaret. 


MR. OSCAR GRAUMANN 

Mr. Oscar Graumann was one of the five sons of Christian Graumann 
who settled in the Earltown district in 1910. Oscar started farming in the 
Rocky Hill district in 1923 and was married in 1928, They raised a 
family of four children: Lawrence, Violet, Ivan and Garry. Lawrence 
recalls the following event from the dry 1930s. High winds frequently 
harassed the discouraged farmers. However, building projects were gener- 
ally completed in so far as time and materials would permit. In the year 
1935 or 1936, arriving home late one night, the family car, a Model T 
Ford, was left parked in front of the house. During the night a high wind 
arose sweeping in from the southwest, To their amazement on. arising 
the next morning, the family car was missing. Investigation found it 
neatly parked on two barn doors which had very recently been placed 
over the excavation which later become the ice house, Had the doors 
given way, or the former cover been on, the family car would have received 
a bath and a thorough chill as the ice house had been packed the previous 
year and now contained ice and water to a depth of ten leet. 


DAN MARTIN 

In 1909 Dan Martin homesteaded in the Richdale district having 
migrated from Kulm, North Dakota, with his wife and daughter, Bertha, 
In July, 1917, he took over the Heffner place which had previously been 
homesteaded by a Mr. Hazlitt. Mr. Martin made several moves thereafter 
as follows: to Parr in 1926, Huxley in 1933, Trochu in 1941 and finally 
moved to Calgary in 1944. Mr. Martin died in 1959 but his wife still 
resides in Calgary as do her following children: Reynold, Ella (Bogner), 
Emil, Leonard, and Martha (Smiley). Albert lives in Chilliwack, British 
Columbia, while Bertha (Mrs, Otto Pfahl) and Oscar reside in’ Hanna. 

Oscar remembers starting school at Rocky Hill with Albert and 
Beatrice Moench, Dan Siewert and Frances and Ruby Gibson. They were 
forbidden to eat lunch during the recess period. As a result they would 
hide their “lard” cans under the steps so they could filch a bit without the 
teacher seeing them. One day a gopher got the lid off Oscar's lunch pail 
and cleaned up his dinner supplies. 
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Oscar also recalls tramping the wheat in the old header boxes. 
One day he went screaming to his mother that he had a coyote down the 
back of his shirt. Investigation proved the marauder to be a “grasshopper”. 
“Ever had one down your back?” “That’s how large they feel!” 


GOTTERIED RADKE 


Mr. and Mrs, Gottfried Radke and their two sons, Walter and Herb, 
arrived in Hanna from Bessarabia in 1927. For the first year they shared 
their home with the Kittler family, at which time Kittlers established a 
home on the quarter south of Radke’s. ‘The rest of the family was raised 
in the Hand Hills and often sickness, accident and suffering marked their 
lives, Among these tragedies was the death of their daughter, Ella, in 1942 
after four years of decline from rheumatic fever. Tola and Herb also con- 
tracted the disease but escaped permanent damage. 


‘Their daughter, Clara, an accordionist in the Haluschak school 
orchestra, was seriously injured in 1951 when the car rolled forward 
while she was opening a gate. For many months she lay in traction waiting 
for the shattered bones to knit, 





Happy events dotted the years, too, Clara was the only girl from the 
Hand Hills who ever won the Kinsmen Carnival Queen Contest in Hanna. 


In 1962, Ivan received a special citation for progress achieved in a 
correspondence course, sponsored by La Salle University, on business 
acumen in the field of traffic and transportation, Although this course 
was considered a two and a half year project, Ivan completed it in slightly 
less than a year. 








Mrs, Radke recalls the time their home was struck by lightning. 
‘The men were building chicken coop at the time and several chickens 
were killed outright. However, the house received the bulk of the jolt 
which they believe was due to the attraction of the well in the basement. 
The radio aerial wires were burnt asunder. Mrs. Radke was the most 
seriously jolted, At the time she was painting the floor, the paint literally 
exploded about the room and Mrs. Radke was knocked unconscious for a 
considerable length of time. The children feared she was dead and were 
deeply shocked. 


In 1963 their son Emil passed away suddenly following a short critical 
illness, He had been married to the former Barbara Hansen and left two 
young sons, Bradley and Troy. 


WALTER married Bertha Ost and still resides in the Hand Hills 
(see Lawsonburg). They have two sons, Reginald and Ryan. HERB, 
who is a grain buyer at Munson, married Elsie Moench. They have one 
daughter, Teresa, and two sons Lyle and Lane. DAVID and his wife 
Diana Trainer live in Calgary with their two sons, Shane and Dwayne. 
IVAN and his wife Elnore Nestegard have one son Tim. TOLA (Mrs. 
Keith McDonald, Calgary) has three sons: Rick, Stanley and Dennis 
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and a daughter, Joyce. CLARA (Mrs. Jim Armstrong) lives on a ranch 
near Sunnynook with their four daughters: Brenda, Sandra, Laurie and 
Hazel and one son Jeffry. 


MR. AND MRS, REINHARDT SIEB 
(as Tor 70 Purvis McDonatp sy Inens Mortow) 

In 1924 Mr. Reinhart Sieb (a cousin of Mr. David Karg, Sr.) came 
with his wife and family to Rocky Hill district. Prior to this move they 
lived in the Parr district on the farm now occuped by Victor Karg. The 
Siecbs had three daughters: MOLLY, Mrs. Gerlitz of Calgary has three 
daughters, Thelma, Leora and Linda; ANNIE, deceased; and MARY who 
was invalided due to bone TB. In 1927 Sicbs moved to Calgary where 
Mr, Sieb worked for the city for a number of years prior to retirement. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Sieb are now deceased 


JOHN KITTLERS 

Mr. John Kittler, his wife (Mr. Radke’s sister) and four children, 
Irma, Hugo, Lena and Walter, came over from Bessarabia on the same 
boat as the Radke family, arriving in Hanna, June, 1927. The first fall 
they shared the same house and in the spring Kittlers moved to the south 
quarter and established a farmstead. While moving the building which 
was to be converted to a house; Mr. Kittler, who was engaged in trans- 
ferring the rollers, accidentally was pulled under and mangled quite 
badly. He never completely recovered from this accident. Hugo vividly 
recalls the dust storms in the 1930s. Once, while his folks were away, 
‘a dust storm came up completely obliterating the sun. The doors of the 
house blew open and the children had great difficulty forcing them shut. 
‘The barn was lifted and collapsed down by the creek bed. Times were 
very hard, money and food both being very scarce. Once, while driving 
to town with the team and buggy Hugo and his dad found an old leather 
wallet containing two dollars and a few cents. They debated what to do 
with it and decided to spend it for groceries. The family was overjoyed 
at the huge pile of groceries the small fortune supplied. 

Mr, Werner had a neat habit, He would walk to Kittlers to visit, ride 
Kittler’s horse home, tum it loose and it would return to Kittlers 

Hugo also recalls the meteor that fell in January of 1933 lighting 
the wintery sky with an eerie bluish light. 

In 1935 the family moved to Hanna, While there, Willie, ten years 
old, drowned in a dugout on the farm now owned by Mrs. Orpha Wright. 

‘Their children also included Lorentina, Edith, now living in Germany 
where her husband is posted with the Canadian forces; Ema, Mildred, 
Freda and Avalt. 

In 1952 they moved to Calgary. Mr. Kittler died in 1960 and his 
wife in 1966. 
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MR. AND MRS. DAN SIEWERT 

In November of 1910 we arrived in Olds from Romania, where we 
rented land for one year before moving to the Hand Hills in February, 
1912, Upon our arrival here we had three children: Ella, Guy and Robert. 








Then in March we went back to Olds to get our belongings we had 
accumulated during the one year at Olds, which consisted mainly of 
feed, machinery, some cattle, horses and chickens, etc. Since there were 
no roads or bridges, we had to cross the river while frozen. Apparently 
this was an early breakup, as on our way back to the Hand Hills, now 
our new home, there was approximately three feet of water on the river 
and not being able to see any cracks in the ice because of the water, we 
ran into considerable difficulty. I was able to get my wagon across, but 
my brother Reinnolt wasn’t quite so fortunate, as the back wheels of his 
wagon didn’t quite reach the other side. Each wagon has four horses 
hitched to it. Immediately we hitched the four horses from my wagon 
onto Reinnolt’s, therefore, bringing his wagon to safety also. We were up 
to our waists in icy water during this ordeal and since there were no farm 
houses nor shelter of any kind, we travelled home with clothes frozen 
to our bodies. 





Our first home in this location, or shelter, was an old sod shack 
left by an old bachelor. This shack was so cold that we kept the children 
in bed during the day to keep them warm. Then in the summer of this 
year (1912) we built our own house and what a mansion it was. The 
toil, labor and sweat that was required to build this was soon forgotten 
in the glory of our own home, 








The Dan Siewert Family—Front row, left to right: Dan Jr., Dan Sr, 
Ban Siewert, Lily and Emestine, Back row: Alber, Rober! (dec 
Ella 


Elmer, Mrs. 
sd). Guy and 
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Munson was the closest town at this time. Hanna bad not yet been 
started, nor was there any railroad at the present town of Hanna. The rail- 
road, I believe, was built later that same year. Munson was where we did 
our trading, sold our produce and got our supplies. 


[At this time there were quite a few settlers in the area, viz: Fred 
Gibson’s father, Mr. Moench, Bill’s father, who was well established at 
this time and a respected community leader. Others were Mr. Rosin, Mr. 
Raessler—Adolph’s father, Herman Becker, and of course everyone's friend 
—Tom Devine. 








I brought with me to the Hand Hills eighteen head of cattle, cight 
good horses, two wagons, a seeder and a sulky plough I bought at Munson, 
With this equipment I was considered rather well-to-do. 


Bob Congdon had a small store where we got our mail in those early 
days, The less fortunate people would leave their wives to do the farming 
while the men worked on the railroad. 


During the first few years I grew feed only and cleared the brush 
and broke the land as I cleared it, thus adding a few acres every year 
to seeding. Later on, in 1915-1916, Gottfried Faechner and my brother 
Reinnolt got a big steam engine and thresher which now enabled us to 
grow wheat. This wheat was hauled to the elevator closest to our farms. 
T acquired my first tractor in 1916 which was an old Titan and was used 
for chopping feed and grain only. My first car was a Model T acquired 
in 1919. In 1922, I got my second car, an Overland, a big car at this 
time, (and what a monstrosity that was). We had to push it up the hills 
and quickly scrambled into it to get a ride down the hill. In 1924 I was 
able to buy my first threshing machine and a Rumley tractor. Now I was 
really on my way. 





Our fuel was coal which we obtained by uncovering the seams with 
plough and scraper. Then with pick and shovel we loaded it onto our 
wagons and took it home. This was taken from the Mortis mine and 
later on Willow Creek, 

‘The year 1912 was a good one, In 1913 and 1914 it was dry, but 
1915 was a good year. It was very wet in 1916 and the crops were badly 
frozen. 


I homesteaded the south quarter, bought the west quarter from Mr. 
Jacob Kessler and the north one from Bob Congdon. 


In 1925 we built a large nine-room house which was our home until 
we retired from the farm. 


Crops during these years until 1929 were generally good and we 
progressed quite favorably. 


The flu after the First World War affected our whole family, except 
my wife who was not stricken with it.It left me in poor health, and I did 
not fully recover until I took a trip back to my homeland which was 
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then Bessarabia, in Romania. We were a group of three who took this 
trip in 1927. This resulted in an influx of immigrants from our homeland 
to Canada via the Hand Hills and Hanna districts 


We homesteaded a one-half section and acquired more land as the 
years went on, until we left the farm, The family grew, too, of course, 
in numbers as well as years. 


In 1929 the drought set in, which resulted in a great depression and 
lasted until 1937. These were lean years. We had cattle and sheep so if 
the crops failed we had this source of income, however meagre. 


‘The homestead was farmed by some’ members of the family until 
1964 when it was sold to a relative also by the name of Siewert 


Education for our children was quite a problem. Rocky Hill School 
was not built until 1918 and then it was closed nearly every winter for 
quite some time. It was very difficult to raise the $350.00 to $400.00 
required for a teacher's salary, hence the closing of the school. Accommo- 
dation for a teacher was always a problem, too. The first teacher's name 
was Miss Scott. Jim Kininmonth and Grant Yoder were the first trustees. 


My wife and I retired to Calgary in 1942 and resided in our home 
until our recent move to the Father Lacombe Home near Midnapore. 


‘The children, with the exception of Robert, who was deceased in 
1927, are all living in Alberta, Ella is near Wainwright, Guy at Craigmyle, 
Emestine and Elmer in Drumheller, Albert in Calgary, Dan and Lillian 
in Edmonton. 


ALLEN SIEWERT, son of Mr. and Mrs, Emil Siewert of the Golden 
Hill district( another branch of the Siewert family), purchased the original 
Dan Siewert holdings in 1965. The same year Allen married Miss Frances 
Ferguson of Vulcan, who was at that time on the nursing staff at the 
Hanna Hospital. A modem house replaced the old one for the establish 
ment of a new generation in a new era. They have one son, Douglas. 


LEONHARD AND EMELIA MOENCH 


In the year of 1910 the late Katherine Siewert, a widow and her three 
daughters: Emelia, Pauline and Mary, came to the Mayton district now 
known as Torrington. We spent the winter with a brother Gottfried 
In the spring of 1911 we took up a homestead six miles cast of Morrin 
where the old homesite still remains one half mile south of the No. 9 
highway. In the spring of 1912 Mother decided to move again and bought 
a quarter of land known as the Loweridge place just one mile north of 
the farm now owned by Allen Siewert. 








After Pauline (married to the late Fred Bertsch) and Mary (married 
to Otto Maeiche) had left home, my mother and I decided to stay on for 
awhile. After I married Leonhard Moench, son of another pioneer family, 
my mother stayed on her little farm for five or six more years, She then 
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went to stay with my brother Reinnolt in the Golden Hill district where 
she stayed for several years, She then decided to make another move and 
‘came back to the Hand Hills to the home of her daughter Mary Maetche 
where she resided until her death in 1938. 





On February 3rd, 1914, Leonhard Moench and Emelia Siewert 
were married in the St. Pauls Lutheran Church by Rev. Paul Koehneke. 
We had a farm just one mile west of my mother’s home. We lived in a 
twelve by fourteen home for several years. Then in 1921 we hauled 
lumber from Stettler by team to build a big five-room house, which 
seemed like a mansion after living in such small quarters for seven years, 
We used to get our supplies from Munson by horse and buggy. The mail 
was obtained from the Congdon Post Office. In the year of 1913 the town 
of Craigmyle was started which was really welcomed by the pioneer 
families as it meant easier ways of obtaining supplies and not having to 
drive miles and miles for our needs. It also meant a doctor and hospital 
within twelve miles. 





For a long time there was no well on this farm and Mrs. Moench recalls 
that water was hauled daily with two horses on a stoneboat. The two 
large barrels had to be filled with a pail from the spring. The cattle were 
driven to the spring to be watered. She remembers, too, when they put 
a big box on the stoneboat drawn by a single horse, put all the kids in it 
and they drove around the field while she stooked or drove the binder. 

She remembers travelling to the Land Titles Office in Munson at 
‘a time when there was no fences or roads. They would pack a lunch, 
hitch up the team and buggy and drive across country to Munson to do 
their business 
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Prices were unusually low. In 1917 she says they sold butter for eight 
cents a pound (she made about twenty pounds per week) and eggs for 
three cents a dozen. She hatched her own chickens—almost a hundred 
each summer. But clothing was cheap, too, as men’s overalls could be 
purchased for $1.25 and ladies’ voile dresses sold at three for $1.00. No 
fridges graced the farm houses in those days and all perishables were kept 
in the basements, She recalls plucking rhubarb leaves to wrap around 
the butter to keep it fresh and cool in transit to town, 


Their two eldest children, Melita and Lydia, died in the time of the 
flu epidemic, and a son died in an isolation ward in the Hanna Hospital 
from scarlet fever. The danger of contagion was considered so high at 
that time that he was taken immediately to the cemetery for burial. 


Among her pleasant memories she remembers driving on the stone- 
boat to Galsters on a winter's evening to play dominoes, checkers or cards 
all through the night. They would come home, put the kids to bed, do 
the morning chores and start another day's work. 


‘The Martin family lived north of them on the Radke place. The 
children were not allowed to go there.as they had no sense of time and 
Mars. Moench felt they were imposing on their neighbor's hospitality. One 
afternoon the children sneaked off to Martins while Mrs. Moench was 
busy. When choretime came and they still weren't home she rode to 
Martins on horseback and danced the culprits home to the tune of the 
blacksnake. 


‘The Moench boys were noted pranksters and once when Gottlieb 
Bertsch came to visit, the boys jacked the car up and put blocks under 
the back axle, then hid in the trees to watch the intended dynamic take- 
off. Another time they filled the ruts with rocks after Sorne Peterson 
had gone to visit Ed Moench and waited long after dark to receive 
“charge” for “jolt”. 


Leonhard Moench retired about seven years before his death on 
July 10, 1959, while Emilia Moench has made her home in Hanna for 
some twenty-odd years. The original homestead which is still in the 
Moench family is owned and farmed by the oldest son, Albert. 


‘The Leonhard Moenchs had six sons and four daughters, all residing 
in Alberta, They are: 


ALBERT: married Betty Mossop and they live on the farm originally 
owned by Martin Anderson, They have five children. Donald married 
Trene Forrest of Melfort, Saskaichewan. They both teach in the city of 
Calgary where Donald who has his BSe. degree is assistant principal of 
Keeler School in Forest Heights. Douglas farms with his dad in summer 
and works with seismic rigs in the winter. He has spent some time in the 
Rainbow Lake area. Doreen completed a secretarial course and is married 
to Zane Veno of Sunnynook. They have a son Duane and live in Calgary. 
Stanley, a grade twelve student who is at home and Greg at home. 
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BEATRICE: who lives in Craigmyle. 


EDWARD: married Annie Sieppert and they reside on the former 
E, M, Milligan farm, They have six children: Lily doing clerical work in 
Calgary, Lester at home, Leonhard and twins Lois and Lyle attending 
school ‘and Lydia at home. 


DAVID—(deceased) married Violet Temple. They have four children 
Bernice (Mrs, Reg Marshall) of Fort St. John, Wayne at home, also 
‘Teresa and Lori at home. 


MARY—married W. Hein and they make their home at Oyen. They 
have six children: Cheryle, Sandra, Patsy, Linda, Shelly and Garth all at 
home 


GUY—married Violet Harding and they reside in Calgary with their 
six children: Darlene, Dixie, Randy, twins Glen and Gary and Todd 
who attend school in Calgary. Guy owns Apache Drilling Co. 


ALVINA—married C, Ost and they reside in Calgary. They have 
ten children: Irma, Shirley, Raymond, Roger, Patsy, Betty, Richard, 
Rhonda Brenda and Lloyd 


BENNY—married Louise Robinson and they reside in Edmonton 
with their two children Daryle and Tracey 





EILEEN—married 1. Layden and they have one son Terry. They 
live at Rocky Mountain House. 


WILFRED—married Hughina Crocker and they are living on the 
former Adams farm. They have six sons: Kim, Dale, Robin, Darry, Shan- 
non, and Shane all at home. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED GIBSON 
sy Pxytits A. McDonaLp 


Frank Gibson homesteaded in the Hand Hills area where he settled 
after a short sojourn in Killarney, Manitoba, enroute from Beaverton, 
Ontario. It was at Beaverton that his son, Fred, was born. Mr. Gibson Sr. 
established a home for his wife, son and daughter, Hilda, on his homestea 
fulfilled the requirements of proving up; and worked on various railroad 
building crews. His wife passed away in 1913, and was the first lady to 
be buried from the Henna Anglican Church. Harboring a nostalgia for 
the more developed regions of the east, he returned to Eastern Canada 
in 1916, leaving the homestead to his son, Fred, Hilda also returned east 
where she met and married Don Clapper, brother of a noted Boston 
Bruin hockey player, Dit Clapper. 





In 1916 Fred married Bendina Evenson and from thence until his 
death he became, quite effortlessly, one of the most colorful individuals 
in the Hand Hills. His prodigious memory for faces, facts and incidents 
was surpassed only by his ability to converse endlessly with a cigarette 
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dangling untouched by his fingers from the comer of his mouth. His 
enunciation was exceptionally clear in spite of restrictions imposed due 
to the aforementioned accomplishment. 


Despite the distance from town Fred never ran out of “terbaccy”, 
for he concocted his own, (especially through the depression years), from 
poplar leaves, tea or any other commodity that seemed suggestive of the 
more potent inaccessible leaf. 





He was an excellent barber, and was often seen giving his neighbors 
‘a “trim”, When “boyish bobs” were the style many a neighborhood belle 
(besides his own three blonde daughters) came often to his door to avoid 
the shaggy look. As a visitor he was always welcome, because in the days 
of no phones or no radios, his interesting bulletins on people and events 
were a bain to loneliness. 


Fred was one of the original directors of the Club House, who devoted 
4 great deal of time and thought to the co-operative enterprises entailed 
thereby. For years on Stampede Day, he directed traffic at the Y near 
the present ticket office, astride his trusty sorrel, performing a difficult 
task with ease and efficiency, Later this was done on foot achieving the 
same unchallenged results. 


‘Among his fraternal associations were the following: Hanna Lodge 
No. 78 A.F. & A.M. and the Royal Arch Masons. After he moved to Hanna 
in 1953 he was employed at the local PFRA and PFAA offices and his 
“travelling” circles expanded until the name Fred Gibson became legendary 
throughout the special areas. To illustrate his versatility it should be 
mentioned that he daily kept the meteorological records for the Depart- 
‘ment of Transport. He also served as bailiff at the local court house until 
the time of his death in 1967 at the age of seventy-three. 
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His wife, who was a very active member of the United Church Ladies’ 
Aid, remembers with pleasure her associations with that group. In par: 
ticular she laughs now at how hard they worked at the Stampede booths 
(hours unlimited—from 4 am, to 3 am. next day). “Oh! We had such 
fan!” she chuckles softly, her eyes a twinkle, She and Mrs. Peacock always 
operated the small booth on the west side of the track in the hours of 
daylight, Then they literally “moved housekeeping” back to the big booth 
where they worked until the wee small hours, Mrs. Gibson still makes 
her home in Hanna. 


‘The Gibsons had two sons: 
HUGHIE of Chinook Valley in the Peace River block, married Helen 
(Tal) Savage 


ROBERT, married Marjorie Wren and lives in Calgary. They have 
one son, Lyle, and two daughters, Lyne and Marilyn. 


FRANCES has seemingly made herself indispensible to the Warwick 
family in Hanna, where she still makes her home with Mrs. Beulah 
Warwick. 


RUBY, (Mrs, Hugh Wiley), of Calgary. Their children are Bobby, 
Sandra, and Pamela. 


DOROTHY, (Mrs. Martin Looy), former Hanna Elementary teacher 
now teaches in the city of Calgary. The Looys have two daughters, Ben- 
dina and Marie, one son, Richard. 
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| REMEMBER 
The “sulphur and molasses” potion that Mother stirred up every spring and 
‘the gritty mixture clinging to the roof of my mouth. I'm sure that someone in those 
pioneer days invented the now popular word, “Ye-e-c-chl” 
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In_approximately 1934, the 
along. Farmers got sawdust and mixed poison wit 
Besides killing grasshoppers it was also fatal to turkeys, chickens and birds, while 
lan excess was even known to kill catile. About the same time, the army worms 
marched across the country stripping all trees, gardens, grain and even weeds of 
their foliage. 
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of another family’s home, Hi 

handling equipment and proceeded to gather them, Unfortunately, he had for- 
gotten a hole in the seat of his pants, and he certainly paid the consequences. 
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‘A neighbour, Mr Shandera, was doing some plowing for us. His dog came 
with him. The dog being curious stuck its nose into a hole in our tent which 
is was more than he had bargained for, as our cat had her 
ing the intrusion, she clamped her claws onto the dog's 
The dog would never come into our 
road for his master. 










- He always waited out ont 
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The Haluschaks, “Joe and Marie,” who came as unexpected visitors to the 
Elmer School picnic in June of 1948,’ and stayed to teach at Elmer for the next 
thirteen years. Almost immediately, they became part and parcel of the residents! 
lives, visiting, playing Canasta, sharing the joys of our growing families, attending 
‘our showers and weddings, or sharing our grief at the loss of our loved one: 
Marie sang in the United Church Ladies’ Quartette, and St. Paul's Lutheran Choi 
but was best known for her own choirs, flutophone bands, choral speal 
arrangements and delightful operetias. Joe, though not an avid sportsman, hed 
@ knack for throwing himself into a sporting event that showed the m: 
champions, To prove it, the first year he curled, he helped Reinhold, and Albert 
Rosin and Lome McDonald win’ the Grand Challenge cup in the Craigmyle 
Bonspiel. He taught himself to skate the first year the community built the schoo! 
rink and probably set up the only private golf course in the Hand Hills. The 
Haluschaks had their own dance orchestra, but are probably best remembered for 
2 long succession of Elmer School Orchestras boasting up to twenty-five members 
at a time. Their years in the Hills witnessed many major changes: the construction 
and centralization of the new Elmer School, the addition of the gymnasium, and 
the establishment of regular bus service, the latter being attributed to ‘Joe's 
tunflagging efforts. While at Elmer both Joe and Marie received their Bachelor of 
Education degrees though their schola ‘in no way slackened their com- 
munity participation. As a final tribute, during the last year of their residency, Joo 
purchased a quarter section of land and truly became a part of the legend of the 
Hills, "The Haluschaks now live in Edmonton where they are pursuing equally 
successful teaching careers, 




























































CHAPTER XIII 


ORGANIZATIONS 
THE EPIPHANY MISSION 


Many do not know or will have forgotten about the first church in 
the Hand Hills. 


The Church of England obtained five acres of land from Trooper 
Newman and here in the southeast comer of section 22, township 29, 
fa mission house was built! It consisted of one fairly large room running 
north and south, On the west side of this two or three more rooms were 
built to serve as living quarters. The rest of the five acres was used to 
serve as pasture for the minister’s horse or horses. So around the year 
1910 Rev. William Sykes and his assistant, Mr. Hinchclif, opened the 
Epiphany Mission. 


Alf Keay remembers attending the services several times but recalls 
the congregation being very small. He says that nine or ten people were 
considered a large congregation. Some of the other people who attended 
were: the Newmans, Becks, Rex Horner, Mr. and Mrs. White and Fred 
Kollers, The mission survived for four or five years. 


‘After the Mission was closed the Favel family made their home 
there for several years, After Archie Favel left the Hand Hills Alf Keay 
obtained the title of the five acres and the buildings. They were torn 
down and rebuilt and used when he had the fox farm. Here the freezers 
were kept and the meat ground and the fox feed mixed. Here, also the 
foxes were skinned and the hides stretched and scraped. After Alf left 
the farm the Brown Brothers obained the building and I think it is now 
serving as a chicken house at Ken Brown's. Changed times for the first 
church in the Hand Hills 


ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, HAND HILLS 


Our history of St. Paul's Lutheran Church began with a small 
group of settlers in 1919, Among the first members of the congregation 
were the families of Stephen Moench and Bernhard Galster, who were 
the first elders. So effective was this meager beginning that God blessed 
these families and this church not only with their children, their children’s 
children, but their great-grandehildren and even their great-great-grand- 
children have been and are members of this congregation. 


‘The congregation had its beginnings deeply rooted in the German 
language and German culture. In the year 1935, when the Twenty-Fifth 
Anniversary was celebrated, a more detailed history was written in the 
German language and is now part of the congregational records, In time 
as the children forgot the native tongue of their parents and were assimi- 
lated into the culture of their new homeland, the language of their fathers 
fell into disuse so that now English is the sole language of the congregation. 
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At the beginning of the St. Paul's Congregation which was organized 
in 1910, services were held in the homes of the members. However, the 
houses were small and the services were well attended. 


On occasions when the pastor was unable to attend, Stephen Moench, 
Sr., “a very fine lay minister,” would conduct reading services. He was 





also very good at leading in the singing of hymns as there were no 
organs or pianos in those days. He also conducted some funeral services 
and baptismals in emergencies. Other members who conducted reading 
services were Joe Kura, and Fred M, Rosin, 





Dedication of the Lutheran Church in 1916—Men, left to right: Christ Saver, 
Christ Schneider, Stephen Moench, Jacob Raessler, Wendelen Moench, Ben 
Galster, Fred Rosin. Back row: Mrs. Fred Rosin holding Ida, Mrs. Leonard 
Moench holding Melita, Mrs. Fred M. Rosin, couple holding two children 
unknown. Middle row: Mrs. Wendelen Moench holding John, Mrs, Louis 
Zimbrick holding Annie, Lydia Galstor, Augustina Galster, Mrs. Fred Fano, 
‘Molly Moench, Beatrice’ Moench, Mrs, Christ Schneider, Mrs. Ben Galster, 
Pastor John Miller, Mes. Stephen Moench Sr., Mrs. Jacob Raessler holding 
Emma. Men sitting in front: Leonard Moench, Fred M. Rosin, Edward Moench, 
and Peter Galster. Children: Steve Moench, Jacobina, unknown, Sophia 
Moench, unknown, unknown, unknown, unknown, Ema Schner, “ur 















One child of the Engel family passed away, and had to be buried 
on the homestead somewhere near the gravel pit at Bill Sieppert’s. This 
caused much concern for a cemetery. A cemetery committee was elected 
and Louis Zimbrick donated one acre of land on the southeast corner 
of section 15-30-16-4, This was registered with the government and all 
burials had to be reported. Louis Zimbrick was elected caretaker of the 
cemetery ground and served this position until he retired from the farm. 
‘The first burial in the cemetery was Mrs. Christ Bertsch. 
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In 1913 members of the congregation were blessed with fairly good 
grain crops. They were able to raise a little money to build a small 
church, This was successfully built on the cemetery grounds. 


Rev. Candidate Kochneke, a recent graduate of the seminary, accepted 
the call and came in 1910. He was unmarried. Under Pastor Koehneke 
the congregation was formally organized. He filed on a homestead and 
a year later was married. He did mission work from Duchess in the south 
as far as Big Valley in the north and did all of this travelling by horse 
and buggy or by sleigh. The first confirmation class in the congregation 
consisted of one pupil, Peter Galster, in 1912, The second confirmation 
class in 1914 had five girls; two Moenchs, two Galsters and one Engel 
girl. The Moench girls are now Mrs. P. Galster and Mrs. Ralph Gaugler. 
‘The Galster girls moved away in 1923 and one is now deceased. The 
Engel girl is now living in Calgary. 








After a few years Rev. Koehneke followed a call to the U.S. During 
the next year the congregation was served by Vicar Hildebrandt, a student 
pastor. The congregation called Rey. J. C. Mucller of Drumheller. Pastor 
Mueller was a single man, but he, too, found that “it is not good for a 
man to be alone” and went to the US. to take a wife. Although the 
congregation was invited to his wedding the great distance prevented 
anyone from attending. 





Pastor Mueller was the first pastor to own a car, a Model T Ford 
convertible (second hand, of course). He served at St. Paul’s congregation 
and the church at Drumheller which was at that time meeting in a 
schoolhouse out in the country. After a few years Rev. Mueller took a 
call to Edmonton and the congregation was served for a short time by 
Rey. Hardt, vacancy pastor from Youngstown 


Rev. Wians answered God’s call to serve this congregation but he 
had heart trouble and couldn’t stand the cold weather, Following his 
doctor's advice he went to a warmer climate. 


Alter the short pastorate of Rev. Wians, the congregation sent a 
call again to the Seminary. Rev. Moor accepted the call and came to 
Hand Hills. He lived with his wife in Drumheller. After about a year 
God blessed them with the gift of a son but in a few weeks it pleased 
the same God to take to eternal rest this young pastor’s wife. He shipped 
his wife’s body to the U.S. for burial intending to return and continue 
his work. He did not return, however, the shock of his loss was too great, 
he became ill and died, 


For a short time Rev. Krueger of Youngstown served as vacancy 
pastor but he followed a call so once again the congregation was without 
a shepherd. The Good Shepherd does not leave His flock unattended 
for long, however, and soon Rev. K. F. Wentzel accepted a call to St. 
Paul’s, At that time St. Mark’s congregation north of Delia indicated a 
desire to be served by a pastor of the Missouri Synod. The Mission Board 
advised the formation of one parish under the care of Rev. Wentzel and 
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arrangements were made for a parsonage in Craigmyle, Pastor Wentzel 


was a very well-liked man in the parish, 


In 1927 and 1928 there was considerable immigration to Canada 
from Germany, Russia, and Romania. A number of families moved into 
the vieinity of this church and south of Delia where Pastor Wentzel 
organized a congregation. At the same time, Pastor Wentzel was appointed 
by the Lutheran Immigration Commission to help these immigrants in 
any way he could, and he gained great confidence among the people. 
‘After six years in the parish Rev. Wentzel took a call to North Dakota. 


Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit the congregation once again 
sent their call for a pastor. Another candidate was sent to them. Tt was 
the hard years of the °30s and Rev. Gobel was a poor man but @ hard 
worker. In 1983 the district suggested that the congregation become self- 
Supporting, But the crops were poor and the prices were low so the attempt 
failed. He resigned from the ministry in 1934. 


In the same year the congregation called Rev. Phillip Unterschultz 
from the Peace River country, Pastor Unterschultz had been in the minis- 
try about four to five years before coming to St. Paul’s and was a married 
rman with three children. He was an ardent worker and during his pastorate 
everything began to pick up. Tt was at this time that the congregation 
colebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. After serving the congregation for 
two years Pastor Unterschultz took a call to Calgary. 


‘The parish was vacant for some time until Rev. C, R. Baron arrived 
in the fall of 1936. He, too, came from the north country where he 
had labored for a few years after graduation from the seminary. He 
came to the parish a single man but soon married a Drumbeller girl. 
During this time the district tried to divide the parish but the attempt 
failed. Pastor Baron served until 1940. 


Next Rev. Art Goehring came to the parish. He was married and 
had one or two children. Pastor Goehring was a very good pastor and 
the spirit in the church members was growing, At this time it was decided 
to have some English services since the young people and children no 
Jonger understood the German language. In 1944 the new church building, 
which is the present house of worship, was built. Rev. Goehring served 
for six years. 

‘The parish then called Rev. Carl Hennig, He had been in the 
ministry for some time and was married with four children. During this 
time things did not go well. The pastor was a poor man and had a very 
old car since money for his salary was slow in coming into the church 
treasury. Due to a heart attack he was forced to leave the ministry for 
a time. The congregation was next served by a student pastor, Victor 
Schroeder, from 1953 to 1954. 

In 1954 Candidate Joseph Schultz, who had recently been married, 
followed a call to the parish. He lived in Drumheller and under him the 
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ir directed by Pastor J. Schul 
ve Moench, Elmer Raessler, 
ies. (left to right): Mrs. ‘Schultz, Doris Morrison, Phyllis 
Radke, Julia Lenfesty, Irene Karg, Kathy Rosin, Myrtle 
nd ‘Rev, Schultz 











congregation in that city began to grow considerably. A new church and 
parsonage was built in Drumbeller. Pastor Schultz formed a choir at 
St. Paul’s which was a great pleasure to the congregation and most cer- 
tainly pleasing to God. Pastor Schultz served until 1960, 





Upon departure of Pastor Schultz the district board decided to divide 
the parish and call a pastor to the Drumheller Parish and to call a pastor 
to the Craigmyle Parish. Pastor Conant came to Drumheller but the calls 
sent out by the St. Paul’s congregation were declined. During this time 
the congregation was being served by Vacancy Pastor Kenneth Putt of 
Calgary. Due to the distance it was not possible during this time to have 
a Sunday School or Confirmation Class. 





Once again the district joined the two parishes and St. Paul’s was 
served by Rev. Conant, But after a few months Pastor Conant resigned 
from the ministry. Once again the parish was vacant and was served by 
Rev, Putt of Calgary. In the fall of 1962 Rev. Darrill D. Sandberg came 
to serve the Drumheller-Craigmyle Parish. 


Rey. D. D. Sandberg followed a call to California, U.S.A, about 
1961 or 1962 then the Drumheller Parish sent a call to the Seminary for 
a candidate. Rev. Tony Davison accepted the call, served as pastor for 
about three years, then he also followed a call to the States near Chicago. 
The parish was served by a Vacancy Minister Rev. Nielson from Calgary 
for almost a year, The parish sent out several calls but they were ail 
declined till the last one to Rev. Carl Hennig, He accepted the call God 
willing and is now our regular pastor. 


In considering the history of this congregation it would be well to 
pause now and to think back of what has happened these many years. 
We must by all reasons be most jubilant and rejoice that the Almighty 
God has been with us all the way and has helped and blessed us. How- 


539 

















































































day” 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr, 


Mr 
Mr. 


‘ever, we must by all means remember that God wants us to be with Him 
‘and work for Him. ‘There is still much work to be done “while it is still 





Former adult members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church were: 


and Mrs, Ben Galster 

and Mrs. Stephen Moench, Sr. 
and Mrs, Wendelen Moench 
and Mrs. Leonard Moench 
and Mrs. Edward Moench 
and Mrs. Christ Schneider 
Kessle, Sr. 

and Mrs, Christ Kessle 

and Mrs, Jack Kessle 

and Mrs, Christ Buechler 
and Mrs, David ‘Thumblert 


and Mrs. Jacob Raessler 


and Mrs. Joe Kura 

and Mrs. Jack Brandt 
and Mrs, John Engel 
and Mrs. Jake Engel 


and Mrs. Fred Bertch 


and Mrs. Christ Teske 


and Mrs. Christ Sauer 


and Mrs. Reinhold Sauer 
and Mrs, Henry Sauer 
and Mrs. Ferdinand Fano 


and Mrs. Gottfried Albright 
“and Mrs, John Rosin, Sr. 


and Mrs, Fred Rosin 
and Mrs, Fred M, Rosin 


PRESENT MEMBERS: 


Mr 
Mr, 
Mr. 


PR 
Pre 
Viet 
Seer 


Treasurer: 


and Mrs, Peter Galster 

and Mrs. Reinhart Galster 
and Mrs, Albert Moench 
and Mrs, Edward Moench 
and Mrs, Wilfred Moench 


and Mrs. Kenneth Moench 


and Mrs. Harold Moench 
and Mrs, John Moench 


and Mrs, Walter Radke 


and Mrs, Albert Rosin 
and Mrs. Dave Karg 
INT CHURCH OFFICERS: 
sident: Albert Rosin 

.e-President: Ken Moench 

retary: Ben Mammel 
Halmet Werner 
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Mr. 
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Mr. 
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and Mrs. Manuel Jackey 
and Mrs, Fred Koch 

and Mrs. Ringler 

and Mrs, Louie Zimbrick 
and Mrs. Adolph Raessler 
and Mrs, Gusty Neuman 
and Mrs, Gottfried Radke 
and Mrs, John Kittler 
and Mrs. August Kautz 
and Mrs, Fred Stuber, Sr. 
and Mrs, John Gross 

and Mrs. Gottlieb Gross 
and Mrs. Robert Gross 
and Mrs, Alfred Thumblert 
and Mrs. Emil Gross 

and Mrs, Stephen Moench, Jr 
and Mrs, Samuel Mammel 
and Mrs. Henry Karg 
and Mrs. Herbert Radke 
and Mrs. Erie Woelk 

and Mrs, John Stuber, Jr. 
and Mrs. David Moench 
and Mrs, Emil Radke 

and Mrs. Arnold Kaun 
and Mrs. Gerald Shopp 


and Mrs, Reinhold Rosin 
and Mrs, Christ Werner 


and Mrs, Halmut Werner 


and Mrs, Ben Mammel 
and Mrs, Norman Rosin 
and Mrs, Jack Albright 


and Mrs. Martin Pasychnyk 


and Mrs. Edward Albright 


Mrs. Annie Gross 
Mrs, Irene Morton 
Mrs, Violet Milligan 


Elders: Walter Radke 


Reinhold Rosin 


Sunday School Superintendent: 


‘Mrs, Ken Moench 








THE HAND HILLS BAPTIST CHURC! 
ay Emer Marrcur 
In the years before 1916 several families in the Hand Hills district 
decided to meet for worship. At first they met in the homes of Mr. 
and Mrs, C. Teske, Mr. and Mrs, F. Gaetz, Mr. and Mrs. G. Maetche, 
Mr. and Mrs, O. Maetche, Mr. D. Saur and Mr. H. Saur. 





These meetings grew too large for the homes so they were moved 
to a new barn that Otto Maetche was building. It had no hay loft but 
had a good roof. Every Sunday the piano was carried from the house to 
the barn, Mrs, Guy Maetche was the pianist. A negro minister by the 
name of Smith, from Edmonton, served the congregation. He was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Bienert from Ledue and Mr. Hauger from Edmonton, 





In 1916 the group decided to organize the Hand Hills Baptist Church. 
‘The constitution was established and Mr. Guy Maetche was appointed 
the first deacon and Mr. D. Saur, secretary. The first members were Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Sielzle, Mr, and Mrs. D. Saur, Mr. and Mrs. G. Saur, Mr 
and Mrs. P. Gaetz and Lydia, Mr, and Mrs. G. Maetche, Mr. and Mrs. O. 
Maeetche, Mr, and Mrs. C. Teske, Mr. and Mrs. R. Swertz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Satnikof, Louisa Buch and Mr. Reigler. 





In 1917 Mr, Beinert was the minister. In that year families from 
other communities became interested. These included Mr. and Mrs, Adolf 
from Richdale and Mr. and Mrs. Sam Hein from Spondin who had 





‘The Baptist Church under construction. (One of the workers 
is standing on his head in the foreground.) 
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purchased farms north of Craigmyle. Other members who joined in 
that year were Mr, and Mrs. C. Ruff, Mr. and Mrs, D, Ziemmer, Mr. 
and Mrs. $. Hoffman and Julius Hoffman, 


In 1919 Mr. Michial was appointed deacon and Mr. J. Sielzle became 
secretary 


The group continued to grow and in 1922 it was decided to build 
4 chureh. Otto Maetche donated an acre of land and everyone volunteered 
to help. Lumber was hauled from Hanna. Working bees were organized, 
the women cooking and the men carpentering. 


In March of 1922 Walter Teske, son of Mr, and Mrs. C. Teske, 
died and was the first burial in the cemetery. 


é 





‘The Baptist Church, 1932 


‘The church was dedicated in 1923. Rev. Fred Benke officiated at 
this event and he became the first regular minister. Other ministers that 
followed him were: Mr. A. Kujath, and Mr. A. Kraemer from Carbon, 
and Mr. G. Shrader from Winnipeg, 

Student ministers also served the church. The first of these was 
John Wienbender from the seminar in Rochester, New York. Others were 
‘Art Wieser, John Miller and Art Zimbleman. 








ky 1932 





Baptismal ceremonies being held in Teske’s cr 
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During the ministry of John Wienbender revival meetings were held 
in a large open air tent that held about five hundred people. Many were 
saved, and several open air baptismal services were héld in nearby streams. 
People came from long distances to attend these services. Several Sunday 
mornings, Mr, O. Maeiche set out in his 1928 truck for Richdale to 
transport those who wished to come to the services. 


New families moved into the district and joined the church. These 
were the Nelners, Karys, Gutches, Raugusts, Guzes, Hochhalders, Jeschkes, 
Swertchovs, Merslacks and Schulers, Each of these families contributed 
greatly to the growth of the church and helped to make it the centre of 
other activities. 





A Sunday School was organized. Mr. Mike Kary and Mr. Samuel 
Hein served faithfully as superintendents. Mr. Kary also preached to the 
congregation when there was no regular minister. 


‘A young people’s group was formed. Church picnics were held 
jointly with young people from Carbon. During these occasions there 
‘were sports events special services and programs featuring talented musical 
groups. 


These activities were carried on for several years, Ministers such as 
Tom Seeley and R. Milbrandt served the church. 


However as in many small districts the church began to decline. 
Older people retired and moved away; young people went to the cities 
Also the tragic loss of Mr, and Mrs. Samuel Hein, Mr. and Mrs, Dan Hein 
and their two sons resulted in the loss of six dedicated members. Finally 
there were not enough people to keep the church going. Consequently it 
was sold to the Hand Hills United Church organization. 


Tn 1954 a long time landmark was moved from its location, leaving 
only twelve graves to mark the place where so many families received 
spirtual enrichment, 





THE HAND HILLS UNITED CHURCH 
WRITTEN BY Prius A. McDonacp 

‘The earliest services in the Hand Hills were of a remarkably ecumeni- 
cal nature, as families from all denominations came for many miles to 
worship together. Though christening services were sometimes conducted 
during a minister’s home visit and my parents said they sometimes we 
shipped together in the homes, my earliest recollections were of a service 
in the Elmer School. 





Insert shows a picture taken in 1916 when Rev. Longmire ‘as 
stationed in Craigmyle. 


Under the ministry of the Rey. Fred Forster the congregation grew 
to such proportions that it was necessary to seek the larger accommodation 
of the Club House. A flourishing Sunday School also developed and 
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First Methodist Services held in Elmer School, 1916—Back row, left to right: 
‘Thompson Witty, Mr. Longmire, John Mclean, Mr. Beck, Jim Keay, Alf Keay, 
unknown, Sterrle Lenfesty. Second row from back: Mrs. Mason, Hilda Beck, 
Gladys Beck, Mrs. Rodie, Mrs. Morton holding Arthur. Seated row: Mr. Morton 
holding Abigail, and baby Rodie, Mrs. Mason, Mrs. Longmire, Mrs. Silverthorn 
holding boy, Monica Beck, Mrs. Beck holding baby. Front row: John Rodie, 
Jock Henderson, Pat Beck, Fred Reith 








reached its zenith under the pastorate of the Rev. R. W. Griffith, (who 
was known to preach a sermon from notes the size of a postage stamp.) 
However this arrangement was not wholly satisfactory as the Sunday ball 
games seemed to receive double billing and simultaneous timing with the 
church services, In 1928, Rev, Griffith helped the ladies organize the 
Ladies’ Aid and they decided despite the discouragements of the “dirty 
thirties” to plan a church of their own, With the assistance of a loan 
from the Board of Home Missions they purchased the Lyman School 
and paid Mr. Art Parge to move it to the pre-arranged site. Mr. R. S 
Congdon sold the Ladies’ Aid two acres of land for the sum of one dollar 
to be used as a church site, the only clause (orally stipulated) being that 
no graves were to be dedicated on the property. ‘The original receipt for 
one dollar is still in the files of the Ladies’ Aid. 





‘The following article which was written by the Rev. Fred Chapman, 
tells the story of the dedication so well that we enclose it here in its 
entirety just as it was published in the United Church Observer in the 
fall of 1933. We quote 


A NEW CHURCH IN THE HAND HILLS, ALBERTA 
ay Rey, Frep, CHaPman 
On Tuesday, October 17, 1933, the last perfect day of the Indian 
summer, fourteen’ miles southeast of the town of Craigmyle, Alberta, near 


a lake which lies in a valley of the Hand Hills, another little mission 
church was dedicated, 
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For some years the congregation has been a part of the Craigmyle 
charge and has met regularly for worship in the Elmer schoolhouse. 


Under the ministry of the Rev. Fred Forster the purpose of having 
a church of their own was born. It was taken up enthusiastically by the 
Ladies’ Aid Society of the congregation, who, during the Rev. R. W. 
Griffith’s five-year pastorate, persistently worked with that end in view. 
With the help of a small grant and loan from the Home Mission Board 
totalling $300, it became possible to realize their ambition. 





An almost new school building in splendid condition, situated in the 
dried-out area to the southeast, was purchased from the Alberta Govern- 
ment, It was moved forty-two miles to the new site. Two acres of land 
had been given for this purpose by Mr. Congdon, the local municipal 
councillor 


Then followed many days of strenuous activity on the part of the 
men of the congregation, all rendered willingly and gratuitously. A three- 
foot concrete foundation was built, a basement for the furnace was exca- 
vated, and the furnace installed; a pulpit and comfortable seats were 
made, the outside of the building was repainted, a strong fence was 
built around the property, and a strip of land prepared for the planting 
of trees next summer. A fine organ was kindly presented to the congrega- 
tion by Mrs. A. Harvey, of Collingwood, Ontario. 


‘Then came the day of the church opening. In the afternoon the 
dedication service was held. The present minister, the Rev. Fred Chapman, 
presided; assisted by the Rev. F. J. Hartley, B.A., of Hanna. Rev. ‘Thos. 
Powell, D.D., Superintendent of Missions, preached an appropriate and 
inspiring serman from Ezekiel 47: 9: “Everything shall live whither the 
river cometh,” pointing out the life-giving influence of the Christian 
Church in a community. He then solemnly dedicated the building to the 
service of God, The bountiful chicken supper that followed was unique 
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in that it was served in a cook-car borrowed for the occasion. This proving 
to be inadequate to accommodate all the guests, an additional table was 
laid in the church itself. A sale of work also added to the day's receipts. 





In the evening Dr. Powell delivered a splendid lecture: “Other People 
We Meet,” full of wit, humor, sound common sense, and inspiration to 
right living, which was greatly enjoyed by a capacity audience, about two 
hundred being present. Rev. F, J. Hartley, B.A., and Rev. J. E. Gebhardt 
brought greetings from the Hanna English and German congregations. 
Some musical numbers given by local friends were much appreciated. 





‘The building, all told, with furnishings, will cost about $850, in 
addition to all the labor so freely given. It will seat about one hundred 
‘and twenty-five comfortably. The receipts for the day amounted to over 
$80, which is remarkable considering the present financial condition of 
the people. This will meet all bills except the $150 loan from the Home 
Mission Board. This they hope to pay in three years. 


‘The opening day of the Hand Hills Lake United Church was a 
great day, a day when the dreams of years were realized, a day of gratitude 
and rejoicing. ‘This little church will mean much to our work in the 
Hand Hills. 


‘The church grew and flourished, not just in numbers, but in faith 
and diligent projects as well. The loan was paid off and the mortgage 
was burned as part of an evening of entertainment in the church; the 
highlight of which was a shadow play in which the minister had his 
face lifted. 


‘The following is a list of ministers, theological students and laymen 
who have served in the Hand Hills congregation down through the years 
as compiled by Mr. Francis A. Lewis (recent lay supply in the Delia- 
Craigmyle Pastoral Charge). 


1909-1910 Mr. George A. Keetyls, Student Supply 
1910-1911 Mr, Elmer A. Belknap, Student Supply 
1912-1913 Mr. Francis G. Hustler, Student Supply 
1913-1914. Mr, Albert V. Houghton, Student Supply 
Mr, Bernard Richards, Student Supply 
Rev, Ed. Longmire, first ordained minister on Craigmyle 
Charge 

1919-1920 Rev. P. F. Morecombe, Ph.D. 
1920-1924 Rev. Wm. Sykes, M. A., B.D. 

1924-1928 Rev. Fred Forster 

1928-1933. Rev. R. W. Griffith, B.A. 

1933-1935 Rev. Fred Chapman 

1935-1937 Rev. H. C. Woods 
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‘The Delia-Craigmyle Pastoral Charge was formed at this time and 
from that time on the ministers resided in the town of Delia. 
1937-1938 Mr. J. Sorochan, Student Supply 
Mr. Stephen Kitchen, Student Supply 
1938-1939 Rev. John S. Clarke 
1940-1946 Rev. T. Taylor 
1946-1950 Rev. E. Davidge 
1954-1958 Rev. F, G. Dunsmore 
1958-1961 Mr. Lynn J. H. Turner, Lay Supply 
196]-1963 Rev. William Ira MacDonald 
1963-1967 Mr. Alex McClellan, Lay Supply 
1967-1968 Mr. Francis A. Lewis, Lay Supply 
1968- Rev. David Spence 


In the early 1950s, following the evacuation from the Hills of many 
of the Baptist congregation, services in that church were discontinued. 
Negotiations began to purchase the Baptist Church, and in 1954 services 
were held at the old site for some months before moving was accomplished 
by Mr. Parge of Drumheller. Mr. Wendelen Moench was also approached 
and a new site was chosen at the corner of the same quarter. Once again 
the men of the congregation turned out in force and soon the building 
was re-established in the new locale. The original church was purchased 
by Mr. Mac Milligan and was renovated into a commodious home. 








The United Church congregation in 1935 


‘Twice our church was rented by Sullivan Lake School Division to be 
used as a classroom. The first occasion was in 1937 when the first high 
school was opened, under the tutelage of Miss Sue Hungerbubler. The 
second time was in 1956 when Miss Marian Cameron taught the upper 
elementary grades there while the new Elmer School was being built 


Probably the most unusual feature of the Hand Hills United Church 
lies in the fact that no church board hed ever been formed during the 
difficult years of establishment and orientation, and that the congregation 
was literally led by the Spirit of God through the incandescence of the 
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Ladies’ Aid. On the women lay the burden of buying a building, renovating 
it, raising money for maintenance of it, paying the minister’s salary, or 
gamizing the work crews, which year by year insured the continuity of 
the faith; all of which they accepted gladly and graciously as part of their 
labor of Christian love. 


‘Though many ministers often tried to change this method of 


administration, all efforts failed, until the advent of a zealous layman, 
Mr. Lynn Turner. He strove with persistent ardor until, in January, 1960, 
the first church board was formed under the chairmanship of Mr. Harry 
Gregg. The initial members of the board included: Mrs. Lorne McDonald, 
secretary, Mr. Vernon Brown, envelope steward, Mr. Douglas Lenfesty, 
property steward, and Mr, Lawrence Morton, Missionary and Maintenance 
steward. Others who have served on the board are Mr. Raymond Shandera, 
Mrs, Douglas Lenfesty and Mr. Merle Morton. The members of the 
session are: Mr. K. Morton, Mrs, Lawrence Morton, Mrs. Jack McDonald 
and Mr, Lorne McDonald, Through the joint efforts of the Church Board 
‘and the Ladies’ Aid the interior of the church was renovated in 1967, 
but the problem of the dwindling congregation and the state of change 
within the structure of the United Church proper leaves the congregation 
facing the same problem of extinction which has erased the Newburg, 
Frieden and Zion churches from the Hand Hills rural scene. 





Over the years a very active Sunday School flourished. Many of the 
congregation served as superintendents including: Mrs. S. Benedict, Mrs. 
]. Kinninmonth, Mr, K. Morton, Mr, D. Wise and Mr. J. Morse. 


Though many christenings, communion services and confirmations 
have taken place in the Hand Hills United Church, there has never been 
fa funeral conducted therein, Funerals from this area are conducted either 
in Delia or Craigmyle depending upon the family’s choice of cemetery. 
Only one wedding was solemnized therein, that of Mr. and Mrs. Lorne 
McDonald, Jr in August, 1945, which was conducted by Rev. Elda 
Daniels, the first lady minister in the province of Alberta. 





Often unusual arrangements were made down through the years 
to insure participation by the members of the congregation. One year's 
project was the special family choral presentations, It is with nostalgia 
that one recalls Mr. Jack Morse accompanying his trio of daughters, 
Lillian, Irene and Rosella, on the organ and Mrs. Benedict's mellow alto, 
weaving through the bass and tenor tones of her sons while Jean sang 
the lead and played the organ accompaniment. Many years later the 
instrumentals of Charlie Morrison, Stuart Manley, Jim Keay and Lawrence 
Ringrose, the vocal duets of Stuart and Leonard Manley or Stuart and 
Charlie Morrison, added a worshipful overtone to the divine services. The 
ecumenicity continued into the forties when the parents of the Lutheran, 
Anglican and Baptist churches often joined the United congregation in 
special Easter and Mother's Day ceremonies where their children par- 
ticipated in the choral presentations. This spirit was later reciprocated 
when the United Church children were welcomed into the Lutheran 
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Vacation Bible School summer classes and Christmas programs. Some of 
‘our members were even asked to join the instructional staff. When Rev 
Schultz formed the St. Paul’s Lutheran Choir a number from the United 
Church were regular attendants at practice and presentations, This strong 
repartee continued by Grace for almost a decade. 


Congregational participation in the Hand Hills, however, reached 
zenith under the laymanship of Mr. Alex MacLellan. It was necessary 
that Mr. MacLellan be absent each summer continuing his theological 
studies at Saskatoon, During his absence it became the responsibility of 
the four congregations in the Delia-Craigmyle Pastoral Charge to carry 
on the summer services. The Hand Hills members met the challenge with 
unprecedented enthusiasm and the only problem was choosing the par- 
ticipants from the capable and gifted family groups who responded. 
‘Again, our Lutheran and Anglican friends became involved in the spiritual 
surge which often linked our worshipful endeavors, and rich blessings of 
Christian fellowship amply rewarded all during the “united” spiritual 
effort. 











Mr. Kingsley Morton is the only original member of the congregation 
who still attends services in the church and his eyes dim as he reminisces 
about the goodness of God’s wondrous leading. 


THE LADIES’ AID 


ay Junta Lenresry 


‘The Hand Hills United Church Ladies’ Aid was organized in 1928 
at the home of Mrs. C. F. White, with Rev. R, W. Griffith directing, The 
purpose of the organization 





a. to deepen the understanding of the church 

b. to encourage growth in Christian knowledge, through worship, 
Sunday School and Bible Study 

c. to provide opportunities for fellowship 

4. to provide funds, through givings and acceptable money-raising 
projects 
to develop Christian leadership 

{. to provide a common building where in to worship 


‘The following officers were installed for the term of one year: President, 
Mrs, S. E. Benedict, Treasurer, Mrs. J. Kinninmonth; and Secretary, Mrs. 
F, White. A new election of officers was held each year. The members 
met once a month the year round at members’ homes, in alphabetical order. 
Membership fees were twenty-five cents and monthly dues ten cents, 

‘The organization prospered and was enjoyed by all. Services had been 
held in homes in the district, also in the Elmer Schoolhouse for a number 
of years, Now the Ladies’ Aid began planning for a church building in 
which to worship. 
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In 1930 when schools in the southern districts were being closed for 
lack of pupils; a few friends did some scouting around for a school building 
that could be moved and remodelled for a church building. The Lyman 
School, near Pollockville, was located and purchased by the Ladies’ Aid 
for the price of two hundred and fifty dollars. The moving alone cost 
three hundred dollars. Many days of hard work were put in by the men- 
folk preparing the site, Mr. Charles Parge took the contract for moving 
the school, a distance of about forty miles. A lot of neighboring friends 
assisted with horses, wagons and engines. ‘The ladies welcomed the men 
upon arrival with a hearty lunch and coffee. 


Mr. Bill Crawford and Mr. Andy McAddie made the pulpit and 
Mr, Lome McDonald Sr. made the benches with the help of friends. 


Rev. Griffith was still the minister, The dedication of the church 
took place October 17, 1933. For the event the Ladies’ Aid borrowed Alec 
Phahl’s cook car and served a chicken supper in the car as well as in 
the church building. They charged thirty-five cents for adults, twenty-five 
cents for children eight to fifteen years, and fifteen cents for children 
under eight. Misses Minnie Wise and Lauretta Peacock sold homemade 
candy and managed a fish pond, The sumpiuous supper was well attended. 
When all was cleared away the crowd settled down and enjoyed the 
speaker of the evening, Doctor Thomas Powell Sr. His theme was “The 
People We Meet”, and “Everything shall live, whither the river cometh”. 
‘The text was Ezekiel 47:4-10, 





United Church Ladies Ai 





1934—Back row: Mrs. Mi 

Mrs. Homer, Mrs. Kinninmonth, Rev. Chapman, Mrs. Morton. 

se, Mrs. Peacock, Mrs. White, Mrs. McDonald, ‘Mrs. Benedict, 
, Mrs. Gal 





Gibson, Mrs. 
Front row: Mrs. 
Mrs. Chapman, Mi 











‘Through most of the hard time years, the members drove horses and 
usually each buggy or sleigh would be loaded up with four or more 
neighborhood women by the time it arrived at the Aid. Sometimes the 
men went along in the cold weather, but usually the women drove by 
themselves. Although they were capable horsewomen problems still arose 
‘Among the situations which seemed catastrophic at the time, but later 
caused many hearty laughs, was the time that Mrs. Miller was taking a 
short cut around the Hand Hills Lake in carly spring. One of her horses 
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broke through the ice crust and mired in the mud. Some hours later, after 
miles of walking for help and much struggling of men and horses, Mrs. 
Miller arrived, undaunted, at the “Aid” 


Mrs. Benedict was coming home from the meeting one afternoon 
when her horses took off on a gallop down a steep rocky hill. The tongue 
of the buggy dropped out of the neckyoke, the buggy lunged sideways and 
threw Mrs. Benedict out. The horses ran on without the buggy until they 
were stopped by a gate. Mrs. Benedict walked the mile and a half home, 
slightly the worse for wear, but reedy for another meeting next month. 


‘The Ladies’ Aid put on many social events, these included plays, 
usually comedies. These were put on at the Club House. “Mr. Bob” and 
“Fullers Fortune” were just two of these. 


One memorable evening was staged in the church itself when the 
Aid put on a shadow play to raise money. A small light cast a shadow 
of the actors on a white curtain which the audience viewed. A highlight 
of the evening was the moment when the surgeon, Mrs. Benedict, found 
out that the reason the patient (Rev. Fred Chapman) was having head- 
aches was that his heed contained a number of yards of sermons, all 
wadded up, which the ladies proceeded to remove with axes, saws and 
hammers. 


It was always a big event to see the new minister and this included 
the summer study replacements. There was some consternation evident 
among the ladies the year that they were waiting patiently at the church 
—five minutes past church time—when the new minister (Rev. Sorochen) 
came whipping over the hill on a Harley-Davidson motorcycle! 


‘The next year the ladies were happy when they were sent a strikingly 
handsome young minister, Mr. Stephen Kitchen 


‘The Aid had a goodly number of members and all were prompt at- 
tendants. They had apron sales, and put on programs to help pay the 
finances. They had booth concessions at the Hand Hills Lake Stampedes. 
‘The men made a booth and covered it with willow branches. The girls 
made signs like “We have Pop on Ice”, ete. to help with sales. At the 
1935 Stampede the booth was enlarged. ‘The ladies had a small building 
in which to do the cooking, ete. There was also a small booth on the west 
side of the track with soft drinks, ice cream and candy. The willow shade 
on the big booth was very adequate until about seven o'clock in the 
evening, when it began to rain and it rained all night. Everyone was 
drenched, but never @ murmur of discouragement. They finally moved 
all stock and equipment into the Club House basement and business went 
on. The Aid cleared one hundred and ninety-five dollars. Every year was 
bigger and better. 


The aid members were constantly thinking of ways and means to 
raise money as they had definite financial responsibilities. Among these 
were loans to be repaid, moving of school building, heating system, hymnals, 
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i exterior painting, interior decorating, paid share of minister’s salary, 
i Missionary fund, janitor, insurance, share of manse furnishings, donations 

to Red Cross, China Relief, Russian Relief, Pensions, Christian Education, 
\ St. Stephen’s College and other local charities. 


‘The exterior of the church building was never changed, it still looked 
like a school, Rather than spend a large amount of money on remodelling, 
WW it was decided to purchase the Baptist Church which was vacant and 





available, This was done in 1953. The old building was sold to Mac 
Milligan. The new one was moved to a new location just one-half mile 
west of the first site. As the new building contained pews, the benches were 
sold to the Club House. 








Hand Hills United Church Ladies Aid, 1961—Back row: Irene Morton, Julia 
| Lenfesty, Joan McDonald, Marion Shandera, Mrs. White, Phyllis McDonald. Front 
| row: Mrs, Ringrose, Gladys Wilson, Frances Morion, Mrs. Peacock, Eynice Wilson 











Aid Foster Child 





In 1960 a church board was formed within the congregation and the 
Aid was relieved of the responsibility of the minister's salary. It was still 
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necessary, however, to keep up with the fund raising. Some of the projects 
were: rug and quilt raffles; rummage sales; stampede booths; catering to 
weddings, dances and sales. One of the main events is the annual talent 
show which is enjoyed by the young and old. The Ladies’ Aid also sponsor 
a Christmas program and church pienie. 





Ladies Aid Centennial Quilt (won by Lauretta Peacock of 
Portland, Maine) 





In 1961 the Aid decided to support a child through the Foster Parents’ 
Plan. They were assigned a twelve-year-old girl in the Phillipines. Julieta 
Garcia by name. Her letiers were enjoyed and all had satisfaction in the 
project. Julieta married and the support was discontinued. 








Mr. Rex Horner audited the Ladies’ Aid books from the time of its 
beginning until 1948. 


In 1967 the Ladies’ Aid made a beautiful centennial quilt which 
was raffled and won by Lauretta Peacock in Portland, Maine. In the 
same year the Aid provided funds to completely remodel the interior of 
the church, The work was done by the members of the congregation. 


‘The present membership in the Aid is twelve. Meetings are still 
held every month, dues and fees haven't changed, and the support, spirit 
and enthusiasm is as strong as ever. 
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Ladies Aid Brand Quilt (won by Jack Gammie) 


LOCAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 
AND SOUTH CRAIGMYLE SNOW PLOW ASSOCIATION 


ny Perer Gatsrer ano Douc Lenresty 


One of the necessities of a community is transportation. That 
was no problem when homesteaders first came in as there were no roads, 
only prairie trails and you could ride or drive a team anywhere. But when 
the settlers started to fence their lands, trouble started and roadwork 
had to be done. Some of the steep hills had to be cut down and coulees 
filled in. The only equipment available was a plow and small scrapers 
pulled by two horses, That was very slow, so a larger scraper was obtained, 
called a fresno, It moved twice as much dirt, took four horses and was 
much harder to handle, It took a good man to fill and dump it. 





[At first there was a local improvement system. ‘Taxes were around 
five dollars per quarter section, but as the country became more populated 
and schools had to be built, this proved unsatisfactory. The government 
advised municipality system, Hence, Hand Hills Municipality #275 
came into being, consisting of nine townships, eighteen square miles, 
There were six councillors, one as chairman or reeve; and a secretary- 
treasurer. He collected the taxes, kept the books and paid the accounts 
as authorized by the council. The whole country was set up with such 
am arrangement. It functioned fairly well. Each councillor was in charge 
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of a township and a half, He was allotted a certain amount to spend 
on his district, he could hire road foremen, buy lumber for culverts, ete, 
The council as a whole could borrow from the bank and repay the loan 
when taxes were collected. 


Several small graders and one or two larger ones were purchased and 
the main roads were graded. It was still done by horses. The only engines 
around were steam engines, they were very expensive to hire and also 
very slow. When gas tractors came in they were put to use. The government 
built bridges in some of the bigger crecks which helped the municipality 
financially. After the First World War prices dropped, crops were poor, 
farmers were not able to pay their taxes and as a result the municipality 
could not borrow any more from the bank. ‘The government was asked 
for assistance, but it too was in critical shape. The municipalities folded 
up. The government took over and formed the Special Areas. Their main 
object was to try to collect the arrears in taxes and little was done as far 
as roads were concerned, Roads were getting worse each year. Bridges 
and culverts were deteriorating and finally condemned. Farmers were 
putting the pressure on and demanded decent roads by petitions. Only 
emergency work was done. 





About the mid-forties local meetings were called and local road 
improvement associations were formed. A board consisting of chairman, 
a secretary and a few directors was elected. A small fee was set up to all 
members to pay expenses. Nearly all ratepayers joined and had good co- 
operation. The purpose of the organization was to have local representation 
and a better relationship with the Special Areas. It proved quite satisfactory 
to both parties. 


Nothing was done by Special Areas as to snow plowing, however. 
Some bad winters, roads were blocked for weeks. A bee was planned and 
fa number of neighbors with teams and shovels opened some roads. A 
large V-shaped affair was built out of lumber to push the snow off the 
road. This was pulled by four or six head of horses and followed by a 
small road maintainer. The very deep drifts had to be shovelled out by 
hand. One day there were twenty men and sixteen horses on the go. 
"They opened the road from the highway to Ehner School in order to 
bring coal out. It was very disheartening after all that work to see it 
blow in again due to another storm, It was impossible to keep the entire 
road open, so an attempt was made to keep it open from Galster’s to 
the highway. People drove their cars there and left them. ‘Then when 
they wanted to go to town they would take the team to Galster’s. This 
went on for three or four years, 


Alter much inguiry and discussion the community formed the South 
Craigmyle Snow Plow Association in 1951. Besides the slate of officers 
and board of directors, four men were clected to canvass the district for 
shareholders. Shares were sold at twenty-five dollars each. There was a 
large number of donations from businessmen in Hanna and Craigmyle, 
and were appreciated very much, 
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A front-mount rotary snow plow was purchased for fifteen hundred 
and fifty dollars, and mounted. The first snow plow operator was Lawrence 
Maetche and very soon the plow was in use and proved successful. It 
was soon realized, however, that the tractor did not have sufficient power, 
so a push bar was manufactured, The tractor and plow were then pushed 
by a second tractor. This was a great improvement but nearly proved 
disastrous. The push bar buckled under the strain, the rear tractor 
lurched forward and pinned the operator on the front tractor. He was 
injured, but not seriously, A more sturdy push bar was built for the 
remainder of the term and in later years bigger tractors were used and 
a second one was unnecessary. Insurance, which covers all members, was 
taken out and is still in effect. Operating expenses were derived from 
yearly assessments, custom work to members and non-members. A grant 
is also received from the Special Areas. 





The planned plowing route was originally thirty-four miles long. 
During the first years the snow plow operator had a steady job all winter, 
but as the years went by there seemed to be less and less plowing. This 
was due to higher elevated roads, more snow fences put up and mostly 
because the winters happened to be lighter. During the past two seasons 
the Special Areas snow plows have been clearing the main roads in this 
area and this has helped immensely. 


The South Craigmyle Snow Plow is not put aside, however. As a 
precautionary measure the plow is mounted every fall and ready to do 
its share, There are several times during the winter when it is used to 
clear the snow in driveways, or to grain or coal bins, or any blocked road, 

The snow plow operators during the years have been Lawrence 
Maetche, Earl and Clifford Andrus, Harold Moench, Wilired and Albert 
Moench and Ken Moench, Much credit goes to these men who braved the 
cold and put in many hours of greatly appreciated time. 


THE RURAL MAIL 
from notes by Peter Galster 

Communications was of utmost importance in homesteader days, to the 
pioneers who came here from many parts of the world, Europe, England, 
Scotland, Germany, Russia and US.A. They all left loved ones and very 
dear friends behind. Sometimes the homesteaders had to live alone for 
many months at a time, They became very lonesome and a letter meant 
so much, 


When we came to the Hand Hills in 1908, there was the Hand Hills 
Post Office and store managed by R. S. Congdon. The mail came in from 
Gleichen once a week on Fridays. There were two mail carriers. One brought 
the mail as far as the Dorothy ferry, and the other one picked it up there 
and brought it to the post office. 


In the winter time, when the roads were bad, the mail carrier some- 
times did not arrive until close to midnight but the store would be full of 
people waiting for their mail. Mr, Congdon would sort it right away and 
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would call out the names. Those that were there would call out “here”. 
Everyone wished that his name would be called and there would be many 
happy faces. Although I was pretty young and did not get much mail T 
waited at the post office many times. I was always happy to get a letter 
or two for my father. 


While the people were waiting for their mail, there used to be a lot 
of visiting and joking going on. I remember one day a fellow was standing 
looking over all the goodies on the shelves and he said to another fellow 
“Wouldn’t you like to steal some of those things?” 





The other fellow answered “No, There wouldn’t be any fun in that.” 
No? Why not”? 
“Well, there are no police in this country.” 


One day a fellow, who was waiting for a letter from his sweetheart 
in the Old Country, was asked “What are you going to do if you don’t get 
a letter from her tonight?” He answered “Pll go home and read over all 
the old ones, and just wait another week.” 


I remember, very well the man who bought five pounds of tea. He 
called it “double purpose” tea, First he used it to make tea, Then he dried 
the tea leaves and smoked them in his pipe. The smoke was also good to 
keep the mosquitoes away. 


Soon after the railroad came to Craigmyle, in 1912, the Hand Hills 
Post Office closed up and was moved a couple of miles to George Morrison's. 
He looked after it for a few years but it was closed up and then the people 
had to go to Craigmyle for their mail 


Meanwhile the government had opened up @ post office in township 29 
called Lawsonburg, at the Dr. Lawson home, and this remained open till 
some time in the 1920's. John Henderson was the post master and mail 
carrier for some years. 


‘About this time it became known that the government would be willing 
to establish a rural mail route if there were enough interested. I think it 
required twenty mail boxes (lour dollars each) and a suitable route with 
a limited mileage. So we canvassed the district and got the required appli- 
cations signed, The government inspected the route and our plans were 
fulfilled. The mail route from Craigmyle south is still in operation today. 


Mr, Innes from Craigmyle was the post master for many years. Tenders 
were let for mail carrier for this route and Sid Rees was successful in get- 
ting the job. He had the job for a long time and was a great help to the 
people. Besides carrying the mail he also took cream cans and egg crates, 


Mr. Innes, or D.G. as he was commonly called, also had a grocery 
store in Craigmyle. D.G., at his own expense, made arrangements to have 
groceries delivered with the mail. The people just phoned in their orders 
to Mr. Innes and they were delivered with the mail. This was a great 
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service especially in the winter when the roads were blocked for cars 
and trucks, Mr. Innes arranged to have them brought out by team which 
was a big day's work. Sometimes it was quite a load and it was a forty 
mile trip. Gordon Brooks was on this route too and so was Guy Maetche. 
Many times they didn’t get back to town until near midnight. Many 
people were very grateful for this wonderful service. 





His Majesty's Royal Mail being delivered by Kenneth Newman and Gordon 
Brooks, in 1936 


RURAL TELEPHONE 
by Mr, Pers Garsrer 

In those early years people depended much more on one another 

for help. There was only one doctor, Dr. Lawson, and no hospitals for 

some time, until after the railroad came through. If anyone became sick 

they had to be cared for at home. When the doctor had to be called 

the only way to get word to him was by team or saddlehorse or on foot. 

‘There were many trips made to neighbors only to find them away and 

another trip would have to be made. So a quicker means of communication 
was badly needed. 


In 1914 the government was building the main telephone line from 
town to town, from the west. This seemed a good time to apply for a 
rural line. 


Some of the farmers around Craigmyle got together, and King Morton 
wrote to Edmonton for application forms, a petition was started with 
anyone wanting a phone signing it and the rural line was organized. 
Tt was a one wire system, Dr. Crawford, for a small fee, agreed to look 
after a small switchboard as there was more than one line. You could 
call your neighbors if you wanted anything, or call someone quite far 
away to make sure they were home before going there. This saved many 
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needless trips and most important of all. you could call the doctor if you 
needed him. The phone was especially needed during the influenza 
epidemic of 1918. Hundreds of people were sick, sometimes whole families 
vere ill at the same time and the phone was the only way to get help. 
‘An emergency hospital was set up in the United Chureh in Craigmyle. 


‘This phone was only local and we could only get Craigmyle. Then 
the government started to build rural lines but the cost of five dollars 
per pole, off the main line was too high for most people. 


‘Then the Craigmyle farmers accepted a new plan, costing five 
dollars, fifteen dollars, and twenty-five dollars depending on how far they 
were from the main line. The rates, I believe, were two dollars a month 
and a small amount was allowed for our old phones. Now we could 
phone long distance and a government man kept the phones in good 
running order. 


‘This worked very well until hard times hit and the people could 
not pay their dues, Although the government let them off for awhile, 
there was a limit and one alter another was cut off until I was the only 
one left on the line south of Craigmyle. The only reason I hung on 
was on account of sickness. With only one phone left in the district T 
hhad a few calls to deliver messages and call somebody to the phone. I 
didn’t mind whenever it was urgent or someone was sick. 


[As the government could not maintain a line for only one subscriber, 
that was soon the end of the system and the lines soon became broken 
and neglected. I wrote to them and asked if they would sell some of 
the line as I could use it for fencing but they would not agree to this. 
They said they would like to sell all of it (line No, 2 and line No. 10 
comprising some thirty or forty miles) to the community and have them 
rebuild the lines and have a telephone of their own again, They were 
willing to give us a good deal if I would arrange to have an interested 
group meet in Craigmyle; they would have a man come out and explain 
things to us. This I did. 





Mr. Munroe, from Calgary, came out and explained the plan to us. 
We were to form a Mutual Company called The Alpha Mutual Telephone 
Company, Craigmyle, We had to give an estimate of about how much 
of the line was still standing and they would sell it to the company at the 
rate of thirty-five cents a pole including brackets and insulators and two 
cents per pound for the wire. The phones were to be seven dollars each. 





‘This was agreeable to us and I was elected chairman. We clected 
directors and hired a secretary-treasurer in Craigmyle. We drew up indi- 
vidual notes for each subscriber at seventeen dollars and filty cents, I think, 
plus the old account owing. So there was a lot of work without pay 
There were lines to move and repair. That was how the present telephone 
system came into being and I am happy to say itis still in operation today 


559 
































































U.F.A. AND F.U.A. OF THE HAND HILLS 

Under the guidance of Mr. Hugh Brown the U-F.A. was organized 
sometime in the 1920s. Mr. Brown was president for quite a few years 
Mr. Peacock and Mr, Brown were candidates to go to a lot of the con- 
ventions. It was very active until in the 1930s at which time the Hand 
Hills U.F.A, was discontinued. 


It never re-organized until January 21, 1955, when the name was 
then Hand Hills F.U.A. It is also active in conventions, camps, suppers, 
serving lunches at auction sales, ete. 


Here is the list of officials in the Hand Hills through the years: 


Presidents: 

Albert Rosin, 1955-1957; Walter Radke, 1958 and 1959; Don Bene- 
dict, 1960-1962; Alex Johnson, 1963 and 1964; Reinhold Rosin, 1965 and 
1966; Helmut Werner, 1967 and 1968. 


Vice-Presidents: 

Vern Brown, 1955 and 1956; Hardy Galster, 1957; Vern Brown, 
1958-1960; Walter Radke, 1961 and 1962; Reinhold Rosin, 1963 and 1964; 
Helmut Werner, 1965 and 1966; Don Benedict, 1967 and 1968. 


Secretary-Treasurers: 
Walter Radke, 1955; Dave Moench, 1956-1963; Merle Morton, 1964- 


1968. 
U.E.A. Co-op Secretary, Violet Moench 1965 and 1966. 


THE HAND HILLS HUSTLERS 
by Puyius A. McDowat> 

‘The Hand Hills Young People’s Group was organized during the 
student ministry of Mr. Stephen Kitchen about the year 1939. Among 
the charter members were the following: Isobel Brown, Lucy, Margaret 
and Mary Moench, Lorne and Jack McDonald, Phyllis, Charlie and 
Maude Morton, Elmer Maetche, Ruby and Dorothy Gibson, Marjorie 
Miller, Ruth Wise and Rosella Morse, to name only a few. Meetings 
were usually held in the High School at bi-monthly intervals. The organiz- 
ation was completely interdenominational and a wide variety of projects 
were undertaken throughout the decade and a half that the Y.P.S. 
functioned. Officials of the Hand Hills Hustlers attended presbytery 
meetings in Drumheller, and made every effort to keep abreast of latest 
trends in Young People’s work. We had two different crests, the first 
being three Hs in black and gold; the second, 3-H, was royal blue and gold. 
‘Among the service projects executed were these: raising funds to purchase 
the present piano at the Club House; painting the walls, supports, counters 
and windows in the basement of the Hall, (many not officially affiliated 
joined the painters on this occasion, and some recall Elmer Flett happily 
swinging a paint brush along with the rest); purchasing material and 
sewing curtains for the Club House stage. 
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‘The Hustlers chuckle when they remember the three-act plays that 
helped shorten the Jong, tough winters with rehearsals and presentations, 
The play wherein Benny Kary and Elmer Maetche dressed as ladies to 
help their roommate get his inheritance still “breaks up” the old gang. 

In the summer time ball games and wiener roasts were regular events. 
‘The Y.PS. explored all the Hand Hills beauty spots, such as: Kary’s 
clearing, the Congdon groves south of the High School, the lake shore 
south of the Club House, to mention a few. Programs of entertainment 
were always well planned, and singing to accompaniment was often 
wafted onto the late night breezes. The winter skating parties on Maetche’s 
dam, Moench’s Lake or the Hand Hills Lake all bring back memories of 
those happy “daze”. 


One of the most ambitious projects initiated by the Young People’s 
group was the publication of a paper called the “Hand Hills Hi-Lights”. 
‘The staff who published several editions was as follows: Editors: Charlie 
Morton and Phyllis McDonald, Social: Isobel Brown, Advice to the 
Lovelorn: Alice McDonald, Jokes and Cartoons: Jack McDonald, Lost 
and Found: Hardy Galster, Cookery: Myra Hunter and Mary Moench, 
Sports: Vernon Brown, Biographies: Elenora Galster and Jean Keay. 








Some of the excerpts are such gems that we feel they are worthy of 
reproduction here. The following is a sample of a collection of pocms 
called, “We, The People”, wherein cach member was required to submit 
an original poem about another member whose name he had drawn. ‘Thi 
one is called “Ode to Jack McDonald”, by Vernon Brown. 





Cowboy Jack to all he is known, 

When he’s in the saddle, he’s right at home, 
South of the lake, that’s where he’s at, 

You'll always know him by his big brown hat. 
If a community helper is in demand, 

You'll find him ready to give a hand, 

To Jack and Buck, his buckskin mare, 

We say, “Good luck” to a dandy pair, 


The biographies collected by Elenora Galster and Jean Keay may well 
have sown the seeds for the present edition of the “Hand Hills Heritage”. 
Once at a Hallowe’en party Hardy Galster won a prize for composing this 
epitaph: “Born in 1906—Died in 1906—Too little to stink!” Jack Me- 
Donald’s sense of humor was given lots of scope in his joke column as 
this “darb” will illustrate: 


“Did_you ever hear of the three Chinese sisters who didn’t get 
married: To Yung Tu, To Dum Tu, and No Yen Tu?” On the more 
serious side, this theme and poem were the closing thoughts in a devo- 
tional prepared by Isobel Brown and published in the Hi-Lights. I quote: 
“A quotation by William Penn: I expect to pass through this life but 
once. If therefore there be any kindness I can show, or any good thing 
T can do to any fellow being, let me do it now and not defer or neglect 
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it, as I shall not pass this way again. 
“God make my life a little light, within this world to glow, 

‘A tiny flame that burneth bright wherever I may go. 

God make my life a little staff whereon the weak may rest, 

So that what health and strength T have may serve my neighbours best.” 
Unquote. 


‘And therein, pethaps all wisely or all unknowingly, Isobel stated the 
purpose which motivated the Hand Hills Hustlers in their short march 
through the years. For though the group disbanded, the books were burned, 
and the bank account tured over to the Hand Hills Athletic Association, 
the embers of its ashes still glow in our hearts. As we tearfully remember 
a long, majestic parade of members marching down through the Hustlers 
ranks, we feel we can truly say, “Purpose Accomplished”. 





HAND HILLS SPORTS 
ay Don Benepier 
BASEBALL: The first record of organized sport in the district, as 
remembered by Francis Courtney, was a picnic held on July 4, 1910. 


‘A baseball team was formed with Max Keith president and George 
Venus secretary-treasurer, The team was comprised of the following 
players: George Venus, Herman Joberg, Max and Bert Keith, Herman 
Short, Walter Allen, George Morrison, S. A. Peterson Bert Nimmo and 
Julius Julson, Bert Dawson was later secretary of the team, 


During the fall and winter of 1910-11 two box socials were held at 
the Hand Hills School to raise money for uniforms, a catcher’s mitt, body 
protector and mask. These events drew good crowds and J. C, Trennaman 
as auctioneer proved very efficient. For one box, sold to Frank Courtney, 
he succeeded in getting the price of a dozen baseballs. The needed equip- 
‘ment was purchased from Eaton’s of Winnipeg. 





‘The baseball club used to practise on the hill northeast of the school 
on the property of Harry Broadbent, who also acted as scorekeeper with 
the help of Mrs, Herman Joberg. Harry Byers was a very capable umpire 
and in his earlier years was also a very good ball player. The DeMott 
brothers from Michichi were very good ball players and played in the 
district some twenty years, Francis cannot remember whether this original 
team ever lost a game. They played at Munson, Big Valley and Lillico 


Bert Keith was an outstanding pitcher, Tom DeMott was equally as 
good behind the bat as he was beside the plate with the bat, Herman 
Joberg held down second base and his base running was terrific. Max 
Keith at shortstop position cut off many a potential run at first base. 
Herman Short played first with a very classy style and could get on first 
with amazing regularity. George Venus was @ power hitter who played 
third base. Walter Allen had a powerful right arm and while not a sure 
hitter did connect with some long ones. The oldtimers still tell of the 
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time at the Munson Sports Day when the game was held up for 15 
minutes while the outfielders searched for a ball that Walter Allen had 
hit to the river (slight exaggeration thinks Fran 





The team had nice grey uniforms trimmed with a big red H.H. on 
the front of the shirts, and they later built a diamond on the northwest 
corner of Fred McFadden’s farm. 


In 1914 the team dissolved due to pressure of work, and probably 
also due to the start of World War I. 





During the dusty thirties people began to congregate at the Club 
House after church on Sundays and baseball began, a revival that took 
several years to gain momentum, 


Some players and umpires had to be coaxed to take part; the playing 
field was full of burnouts, gopher holes, and long grass, but the enthusiasm 
grew and finally pick-up baseball games were being played almost every 
Sunday that the weather was decent at the Hand Hills Club 


Any boy that had a glove was certain to make the team, and both 
sides used the same equipment, although the outfielders generally had to 
catch barehanded. Some of the girls who played on these pick-inp teams 
frequently were: Ruth and Pat McDonald, Phyllis Morton, Annie Bertsch 
and Orlo Flett. When Lawrence Morton caught, he frequently did so 
without the mask which was ill fitting. The balls were resown with waxed 
harness thread to get as much mileage out of them as possible, and young 
batters were always taught to hold the trademark up before swinging as 
a broken bat was a small catastrophe. There emerged finally a couple of 
heavy old Louisville Slugger bats that no one could break, and very few 
batters wished to use because of their weight, but olten they were the only 
ones that were completely sound, 


About this time baseball was also being played by a group that 
called themselves the Red Jackets. The regular players were composed 
mostly of Rosins, Kelms and Kargs, and they practised at the Elmer school, 
‘The Hand Hills School had another team of which some of the players 
were Herman and Ellis Joburg, Francis Courtney, Amold Venus. George: 
town School also had a group of baseball enthusiasts composed of Mar- 
shalls, Proudfoots, Bertschs and others. 





Fred Bertsch, an ardent ball fan, volunteered his cow pasture for a 
diamond and soon this was the regular location for the Sunday afternoon 
games, The outfield sloped towards a slough and a fly ball that got by 
the outfielders was usually a home run, 


Tt was inevitable that Hand Hills and Georgetown would start playing 
each other and for several years the two teams held contests at one place 
or the other most every Sunday afternoon. No one will ever forget 
Georgetown’s hurler, Andy Proudfoot. When his curves went wild, it 
was not safe within ten feet of the plate, No one was ever hurt seriously 
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although many feared for their lives. Ed Zarbuck and Chris Bertsch also 
served on the mound for Georgetown. 


For a short while ball games were held in Billy Millard’s pasture, 
so the games could get started immediately after church, Later they were 
held in a slough just west of Reinhold Rosin’s farm. 


In 1944 a hardball league comprising Hand Hills, Scapa, Hanna, 
Delia, Endiang and Craigmyle was formed. The Hand Hills boys coached 
by Francis Courtney and Albert Rosin enjoyed several years of good ball. 
Lawrence Wells, as catcher and part-time manager, was the oldest player 
on the team and was a real standout in his pink uniform acquired from 
an earlier league. 











Hand Hills baseball team at Scapa Sports day, June 9, 1945—Standin« 
MeDonald, Herb Radke, Don Benedict, Lorne Wells, Cecil Mayberry, 
Howard. ‘Seated: Jack ‘Karg, Alfred Thumblert, Reinhold Rosin and Leonard 
Harrison. Left of team: Albert Rosin, John Moench, Dan Wells and Henry Karg 








In 1950 the Hand Hills played in a sixteen team tournament in Delia 
on July 1. The final game against Wayne was a real thriller, and Herb 
Radke on the mound for Hand Hills made his fast ball really smoke. 
Reinhold Rosin, the catcher, had a sore hand for a week afterwards. As 
the sun neared the horizon a rhubarb arose as to whether the third 
baseman had to play inside the diamond. He was playing just outside to 
avoid looking directly into the sun. The umpire finally ruled the player 
must stay in the diamond, ‘The game was soon called on account of 
darkness and Wayne was ahead by the score of three to two. The Hand 
Hills boys felt they had played well in spite of their loss. 
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Some of the players who wore Hand Hills uniforms while they were 
in the Highway Nine League were; Lawrence and Elmer Maetche, Sam, 
Fred and Albert Kelm, Lorne and Keith McDonald, Vern Brown, Alfred 
‘Thumblert, Vin Howard, Cecil Mayberry, Don Benedict, Reinhold and 
Lawrence Rosin, Herb and Emil Radke, Helmut Werner, Clarence Grau- 
mann, Billy Cooper, Billy O'Neill, Emil Miller, Emil Litke, Jack Karg, 
Lawrence Wells, Ed Zarbuck, Vic Metzger, John Findlay, Charlie, Law- 
rence and Merle Morton, Jim Quashnick, Morris Beck, Harold and Don 
Moench, Dick Shoults, Leonard Harrison. 


Helmut Wemer still pitches ball for Victor in a league north of 
here and also hits long balls for the team. 


SOFTBALL: Softball was played some during the thirties with the 
coutseam ball which could be made to curve two fect in any direction 
when pitched into a headwind but it was not until around 1959 that a 
league was formed called the Bullpond Fastball League comprising three 
Hanna teams; Kinsmen, Elks and Legion, Homestead Coulee, Square Deal, 
Hand Hills, Hudson Bay and Bullpond. This league has operated up to 
the present time with several changes in the teams. Hand Hills dropped 
out in 1968. Some of the Hand Hills players were Lyle and Allan Howard, 
Lome, Lynn and Lannie McDonald, Glenn Benedict, Vern Brown, Helmut 
Werner, Morris Beck, Wes, Stan and Larry Rosin. Ben Melvin and Alf 
Graumann, Emil and Reg Radke, John Leniuk, Raymond Sieppert, Lorne 
Tilden and Jim Quashnick, 





For many years Hand Hills had two very good umpires who were 
called on to officiate at all the local games and many in the surrounding 
districts. Val Gobel was perhaps the more efficient of the two, but Herman 
Joberg was the one who succeeded in clowning his way out of an explosive 
situation. If he felt a game was getting too tense; he would manage or 
pretend to get hit by a tick or foul ball; then he would stagger around 
in a circle, fall down on his back, kick convulsively for awhile and when 
the crowd had softened up a bit he would get unsteadily back on his 
feet, wobble up to the plate and yell play ball, certain that the fans were 
in a better humor than before he went into his little act. 


Reinhold Rosin has in recent years attended umpire schools and 
has officiated at many softball games in the district. 


HOCKEY: Hockey was played on the Hand Hills Lake as soon as 
there were enough settlers around to make it possible. Jack Miller, who 
had played with the Renfrew Millionaires against Ottawa, the Stanley Cup 
champions in a memorable game in 1910 when they had drubbed Ottawa 
severely and everyone including the goalie had scored; was the local sports 
hero. Jack spent several winters playing for Edmonton after he had 
established a ranch in the Hand Hills. His brother, Mel Miller and 
Oscar Murdock, were two very good hockey players in the early days, 
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During the thirties the second generation was coming of age and 
the local boys started playing a little hockey. Everyone seemed able to 
scrounge or borrow a pair of skates and a stick of sorts but for several 
years, due to the scarcity of money, other equipment was sparse and varied. 
Pieces of felt or catalogues held in place by rubber rings cut from three 
and one half inch car tubes were usually used to protect the shins, and a 
sweat pad with belt loop sown on made acceptable protection for the hip 
area, Shoulder guards were considered to be unnecessary and overalls 
were the standard hockey pants. 


During this early stage of development Sunday afternoon games were 
played regularly on Thumblert’s dam or on the Hand Hills Lake if it was 
more suitable, Quite often the East played the West and the dividing line 
depended on where it was needed to keep the teams more or less even. 
These contests were taken quite seriously, the rules were argued, if not always 
observed, and some of your best friends had chips on their shoulders 
and fire in their eyes before the game was completed. The trip home, 
while the sun disappeared and the sweat dried on your back, was usually 
a cool one 





In a few years the local boys became tired of playing each other 
with the inevitable disagreements and started playing neighboring com- 
munities, Elmer Flett, the oldest boy in the group, took charge and 
arranged for games with Watts, Verdant Valley, Fimegan, Dorothy, Parr, 
Craigmyle, Delia, Youngstown, Crocus Plains, Scotfield, Michichi, Fish 
Lake and others. He had to ride fourteen miles, round trip, to let the 
East boys know of arrangements as they had no phones, but he never 
complained much, He enjoyed a hockey game as much as he did a horse 
race and when he told you of a coming contest with a neighboring 
community his eyes lit up and he laughed in anticipation, 





One such game on Thumblert’s dam, against Watts, resulted in a 
broken leg for Ted Quashnick. Many times while having lunch after 
a game, someone's fect, that had been numb and partly frozen, would 
revive and that unfortunate one would have to jump around to case 
the pain while both teams applauded. 


Transportation to these games was sometimes in cutter or Bennett 
buggy; many times in a roadster or rumble seat of a similar vehicle (this 
rumble seat on the cars was dusty, cold and miserable at any speed over 
fifteen miles per hour); or sometimes in the back of a 1927 Chev truck, 
one of which was owned by the Maetches and one by the Fletts, The 
players and hockey gear were jammed into a space about the size of a 
good single bed with a tarpaulin spread over the top. Feet went to sleep 
and shoulders got cold, but everyone enjoyed the ride. 


Sometime during the early forties Hand Hills played a game in the 
Drumheller arena against the Rink Rats, The ice was fast and playing in 
an enclosed arena was heady stuff; the same arena in which the Bentley 
brothers were playing with such skill. From then on one game each year 
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was played in Drumheller; they never quite managed to win one there, 
but they did give it a good college try. A stiff bodycheck would send 
some of the boys spinning, and a rush on goal was often not stopped until 
they hit the boards behind the goal, but they were improving, In the 
fall of 1944 when the community, headed by Francis Courtney, built a 
rink just east of the Club House, the local boys were able to have a few 
practices on good ice and every year saw a little more finesse in the hockey. 








Hockey about 1940. Hand Hills team at old Hanna open ai 
Lid. Stane ‘Orval and Dale Flett, Lawrence Maetche, Ivan Long, Elmer 
Maetche, I, Don Benedict, Lorne MeDonald, Cecil Mayberry. Kneel- 
ing: Harold and Leonard’ Harrison, Jack McDonald, Vincent Howard 









One memorable game between Crocus Plains and Hand Hills almost 
turned into a riot as relatives and friends squared off against each other 
and spectators swarmed onto the ice. 


One Sunday the Hand Hills boys arrived in Michichi for a scheduled 
game only to find an empty rink with snow piled high on the ice. The 
Michichi players had decided the weather was too cold for hockey. After 
a few phone calls their team did come out, although a bit grudgingly. 
‘The snow was shovelled off and the game was played. Joe DeMott said 
his cows wouldn’t even come out to water. 


In 1951 Ken Tory arranged an invitational tournament for the sur: 
rounding district on the opening day of the new Hanna arena. Eight 
teams took part and Hand Hills emerged the winners with three shutouts 
to their credit. Ben Mohn, Endiang’s goalie, nearly lost the sight of one 
eye when a sliver from a stick entered it, but he did tecover completely. 
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Ken Tory also helped to organize a four-team league of Hand Hills 
Brones, Seapa Wildcats, Delia Legionnaires and Hanna C.N.R and for 
several years this hockey league overshadowed all other forms of enter~ 
(ainment in the Hand Hills. The players’ wives and girl friends were real 
vociferous and at least one had to be ejected for the arena for uncouth 
behaviour, A loose dental plate landed in the players box one evening 
when a lady yelled for her team to go. The Brones acquired a set of 
sweaters, socks, and black pants, a few more pads, also better skates and 
really went for this game in earnest. Mrs. Courtney kept the socks and 
sweaters damned and Francis spent a lot of time repairing equipment and 
rounding up players. 





Dale Flett was the player whom the opposition tried desperately to 
keep away from their goal, and although his skating left much to be desired 
his uncanny accuracy with the puck amazed everyone. He was also the 
eague’s bad boy and many an opposition fan came to the game for the 
sole purpose of yelling at Dale, The Hand Hills fans went to most of 
the games in which their club took part and when it came to the playofis 
there was seldom a light burning on the west side of the lake. 


In 1953 and again in 1957 the Hand Hills boys were successful in 
winning the Herb McCrea trophy, beating out their arch rivals, C.N.R. 
in 1953; and in 1957 they defeated the Hanna Juniors in the final minutes 
of a tie game when Jerry Beach took a penalty and Lorne MeDonald 
scored on a power play. 








1957 Highway 9 Champs 

Back row: Helmut Werner, Roger Pearson, Jack McDonald. Middle row: Ernie 
Graumann, Lawrence Progitzer, Vern Brown, Francis Courtney, Kieth Johnson, 
Braumburger, Mrs. Francis Courtney, Jim Watt, Dan Mobl. Front row: Fred Court: 
ney, Bill Courtney, Don Benedict, Mike Anderson, Lorne MeDonald, Lawrence 
‘Maetche, Lloyd Hagen 
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‘The starting forward line of the coach (Francis Courtney) was the 
Kraut line of Keith McDonald, Lawrence Maetche and Elmer Maetche. 
They played together for many years and learned to anticipate each 
others’ moves. 


‘The following is a list of some of the players who wore Hand Hilly 
colors over a 30-year period from 1930-1960: Jack Miller Sr. and Jr.. 
Elmer, Marvin, Orval and Dale Flett, Harold, Albert, Leonard, Walter 
and Clarence Harrison, Lorne, Jack and Keith McDonald, Roland, Don 
‘and Frank Benedict, Elmer and Lawrence Maetche, Bill and Fred 
Courtney, Elmer and Danny Mohl, Frank McFadden, Vin Howard, 
Robert Rowden, Reinhold, Lawrence and Ivan Rosin, John Findlay, 
Jim Bachynski, Lawrence Progitzer, Lloyd Hagen, Mike Anderson, Keith 
Johnson, Joe DeMott, Alfred Thumblert, Cecil Mayberry, George Nelner, 
Verne Brown, Roger Pierson, Keith Hughes, Ken Kinnon, Frank Me- 
Lellan, Helmut Werner, Johnny Vierboom, Don Moench, Merle Morton, 
John Baxendale, Ivan Long, Billy Greer, Mac Sinclair, Jim Quashnick, 
Ken Flater, Clarence and Ernie Grauman, John Bolin, Hogen and Braun- 
berger. Coaches over the years included J. J. Miller, E. Flett, F. Courtney 
and J. McDonald, 


Hand Hills also had a junior team that we called the Colts. They 
did most of their practising on ice at the Elmer school and played most 
of their games in Hanna on artificial ice. These contests with the Hanna 
rink rats were hilarious affairs and enjoyed by everyone, 


FOOTBALL: Football had its heyday at the club in the early 
twenties soon after the Raisbecks moved into the country. For awh 
local games were played between the Horse Track and Hand Hills, and 
later a five team league was formed with Hanna, Hand Hills, Heart Lake, 
Summerhill and Lone Butte participating, One game between Hanna 
and Hand Hills resulted in a broken leg for Jack Morse of the Hills when 
he and Dr. Baxendale both kicked at the ball at the seme time. Some of 
the Hand Hills players were Mel Miller in goal, L., G. and D. Raisbeck, 
J. Miller, J. Day, J. Ringrose, D. Flavell, B. Nimmo, A. Oke and J. Morse. 





BOXING: Boxing was never practised at the club but several bouts 
were held there that are worthy of note. About 1930 in the evening after 
the stampede a bout was held in the curling rink which featured Art 
Reuteman (boxing name Art Ruddy) versus Fred Morse. The names of 
the other contestants are not known. 


Another bout in the fall of 1930 saw several local lads participating; 
among them were Vin Howard vs. Roland Benedict, Ralph Flett vs. Jimmy 
Francis, Max Witty and Ellis Joburg. Herman Joburg and Sherwood 
Benedict also went a couple rounds despite their years. 


In the fall of 1931 another bout was held at the Club House with 
‘Art Reuteman vs. Kenny, Pete Kennedy vs. George Smith and Clarence 
Blaney vs, Ralph Grover. 
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The last bout held at the Club House was staged in 1946, by the | 
Athletic Club, in the new hockey arena. Packy Pahl volunteered his ser- | 
vices as referee, and he remarked aiterwards that you would not find 
better bouts anywhere in Canada. The following is a list of the partici- 
pants and Packy declared them all draws; Leonard Harrison vs. Eddie 
Mohl, Walter Harrison vs. Helmut Werner, Bill Fano vs. Kenny Wells 
and Clarence Harrison vs. Allie Millard, Packy Pahl also boxed three | 
exhibition rounds against yours truly who had been promised he would 
not get hurt, 





CURLING: Curling was an instant suecess in 1926 when the rink 
was built at the Club House. Two sheets of ice were kept in good repair 
and many local farmers spent more time at the rink than at home. In 
1927 a Hand Hills rink composed of Ernie Peacock (skip), Alf Keay, Bill 
Millard and Jack Edwards took first prize at the Hanna bonspiel. In the 
same year at the local bonspicl held in the rink west of the Club House 
four local ladies won top honors in the women’s division. They were 
Mrs. Day Lenfesty, Mrs. J. J. Miller, Mrs. Rex Horner and Mrs. Fred 
White 








winners at Hand 


Lake in 1927: Mrs. Day Lenfesty, Mrs. J. 
id Mis. 


White 


BASKETBALL—Basketball as told by Gladys (Peacock) Wilson. 


Basketball of a sort was played in the Club House around 1923 by 
many eager athletes who understood the purpose of the game but not 
the rules. Gradually the game progressed to where most of the rules were 
observed and by 1926 a girls’ team emerged that was seldom beaten. 
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Elmer Flett coached the team that consisted of Willene Miller at 
centre, Orlo Flett, Rene Briggs and Lauretta Peacock on defence, Olive 
Flett (captain) and Gladys Peacock forwards, Evelyn Cudmore sometime: 
played as a spare and later some of the younger girls such as Muriel 
Miller, Dinah Clark, Francis Peacock, Lillian Lafferty, Ruth McDonald 
also took part. They usually practised against boys, which improved their 
game as they had to play their best to keep up. Their uniforms were 
made by their mothers and an HLH, on the back of their blouses was 
sometimes translated as hard hitters 





They played Lone Butte, Rosedale and Drumbeller teams quite a 
few times without being beaten and won a basketball tournament at the 
Gem stampede, In 1929 when their ball was stolen they determined to 
earn money for another one by taking part in a basketball tournament 
at Coronation. Mr. Peacock took them up in his truck and they beat 
the big Swede girls from Veteran, but had to be satistied with second 
money because the Forestburg team of nurses and teachers were too much 
for them. One game had to be held up for several minutes while Orlo 
Flett rode one of her father’s horses in a race. The day was @ success. 
The twenty-five dollars of second money paid for a new ball, and they 





Hand Hills girls basketball team about 1930: Willene Miller, Irene 
Evelyn Cudmore, Orlo Flett, Lauretta Peacock, Gladys Peacock. Seated: 
Olive Flett 
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enjoyed a nice outing, A mean looking bulldog almost scared the girls 
out the back of their tent at dinnertime when he gave a big sniff at 
the front door 


Eprror’s Nori: The men also played basketball but never attained 
the same fame that the girls enjoyed. 


Athletics in the hills were sometimes crude and. hilarious; as when 
young fellows took up the game of hockey without first learning the art 
of skating; but the enjoyment of the participants did not suffer and like 
fan amateur rodeo the mistakes of the players were enjoyed to no end by 
the crowd. 


One baseball game at Scapa on July first, between Hand Hills Juniors 
and Scapa Juniors, was a good illustration of what could occur. Several 
of the Hand Hills players had never played a game of baseball before, so 
they had no real chance of winning despite their good battery of Helmut 
Werner and Ken Wells. 


In the second inning Hand Hills got two boys on base however, 
and John Boettcher hit a grounder to shortstop. Everyone heaved a sigh 
of relief when all runners got to their places, however, John did not stop 
at first but he stole second foreing the runner on second to leave so the 
one on third stole home. Another sigh of relief from the coaches as no 
one got put out but John still didn’t stop. He kept right on to third and 
forced the boy on third to evacuate that haven. While the crowd screamed 
that boy also managed to reach home safely. John hesitated momentarily at 
third and then ran for home himself. He got into a hot box, but because 
the Scapa team was slightly demoralized they threw wild and he ran 
home standing up. 


‘Those were the only runs the Hand Hills boys gained in the game 
and they were beaten by the Scapa Squad by a lopsided score, but ball 
fans will probably never see a more determined and lucky base running 
effort than that one put on by John Boettcher. 


LET THERE BE LIGHT 
sy Vic Mout 


On the afternoon of April 20, 1954, the first general meeting of 
farmers from both sides of the Hand Hills Lake was held, relative to 
rural electrification, Some preliminary work had been done prior to this 
with regard to arousing interest in the entire community. Bill Lennon, 
Rural Supervisor for Farm Electricity, from the Drumheller office, was 
present at the April twentieth meeting, 





Interest ran high and the first executive board was elected. Those on 
the first board were Ed Gall, V. Mohl, A. Moench, Day Lenfesty, R. Rosin, 
B. Mammal, C. Hartt, C. Dieter and C. Rangust. The organization became 
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registered under the Co-op Activities Branch of the Department of Industry 
‘and Development and was known as the Hand Hills Rural Electrification 
‘Association Limited. The purpose was to construct farmer-owned electrical 
transmission lines and to supply electrical energy—at cost. 


FINANCING: Although the transmission lines are farmer owned, 
the Alberta Government instituted various plans by which such a project 
could be financed, In 1945 the first of such plans became available to 
farmers, This was known as the Guarantee Act. It required the farmers 
to pay cash, one half the cost of the lines—the government thereby loaning 
the other half, In 1953, just prior to the organizing of The Hand Hills 
Rural Electrification Association Limited, the Revolving Fund Act came 
into being. This required only a fifteen per cent down payment, ten years 
to pay the balance at three and one-half per cent, In addition, a land lien 
was required against the quarter of land upon which the farmstead was 
situated. Later the fifteen per cent down payment was reduced to merely 
‘a down payment of one hundred dollars. Also later, the Long Term Act 
became available. This spread the loan secured by the farmer over a 
twenty-five-year period—also at three and one-half per cent. 


‘To date the actual active membership is lower due to farms changing 
hands, For the most part, farm installations have been taken over in the 
process of expansion, thereby leaving some yard installations idle for the 
time being. This indicates a general trend—farms are getting larger. 


The area covered by the Hand Hills Rural Electrifi 
Limited is approximately sixteen townships. 


tion Association 








DIRECTORS: In addition to the original executive mentioned before, 
the following have served on the Board of Directors at some time during 
the past fourteen years: Dick Gall, Herb Raugust, Clarence Wilson, Don 
Benedict, Mark Lenfesty, Herb Siewert, and Earl Andrus. 


Presently, the Board of Directors comprises V. Gobel—President; V. 
Mohl—Seeretary, with the following as directors: F. C. Courtney, F. 
Burgemester, N. Alspach, V. Brown, R. Cruickshank, A. Moench, A. 
Johnson. 


CONCLUSION: Let us reminisce, bearing in mind a few thoughts 
which Mr. Webber left with us from his visit to our meeting. “Let us 
recall the days of the individually-owned light plant and the windcharger. 
At one time one hundred kilowatt hours was the average monthly power 
consumption. Now it has more than tripled itself since rural electrification 
hhas come into being. Let us look out across the country now, of an 
evening, and sec the lights twinkle, the proud and busy farm wile on an 
equal with her urban sister. On the farmstead itself, electricity has become 
fa necessity, as many of the farmers realize. It is inconceivable to anyone 
‘who has used power to operate a farmstead, to attempt to do without this 
highly essential service, This community as so many others should well 
be proud of the end result. Praise should go to all the elected directors 
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who have unselfishly given of their time to bring about rural electrification 
in this area, The end of rural electrification is in sight in Alberta. Nearly 
every district in which it has been possible to bring power is electrified. 
Even the fringe areas have made use of all the financial aid available 
through the government's various plans.” 


The Hand Hills Rural Electrification Association Limited can truly 
look back upon this project and say with satislaction—*WELL DONE.” 








Eprron’s Nore: Ed Gall and Vic Mohl spent considerable time talking 
to farmers in the district, and selling the power proposition to them before 
the first meeting was held. 


THANKS TO ALL THE PIONEERS 
by F. Morton - On Behalf of the Book Committee 

When the first pioneers SAW these great rolling plains, there were no fences, 

furrows, houses or no rads except the winding buffalo tail, They saw lush groan 
arase dotted with silver sagebrush, stretching to the far horizons, broken onl 
Seps of covlees leading to the far Unknown, Many a pioneer stood on a high hill on 
2 chilly moonlight night, with the great rolling hills in every direction covered by 
rough mounds of snow as far as the eye could see, so breath-taking and sublime 
‘was the beauty of the picture around them, They sow herds of buffalo and ante- 
lope so curious, that they would follow along af a safe distance, just to see what 
these new invaders in their land were anticipating. The coyote’s lonely wail echoed 
sorrows through the ages. 
They would SMELL the fragrant scent of the wild roses in the valleys, the 
‘sweot fresh smell of the rains and spring thaws, to be marred by the acrid odor of 
2 prairie fire. Ceaselessl, they would fight the raging monster until they finaly 
mastered it. 

This great expanse of prairie meoting the sky with its climbing white billows 
of cloud hanging in the crystal clear air made everyone FEEL as free as the breeze 
itself. They also have felt the cold and ferror of a prairie blizzard, when the way 
to shelter was lest. They can recall the feel of the handles of the walking plow as 
they slowly followed the oxen secing the rich, shiny sods rolling from the 
mouldboards. Many felt the great companionship of a saddle horse under them 
as they rode long miles to visit a neighbor, or rounded up their stock. Then 
there were those who rode endless ‘on rough wagons, hauling mail and 
supplios to country stores; walking when it was cold, sleeping out on the ground 
‘when on long treks. 

‘Those same men have seen the prairie’s beauty altered by fences, ploughed 
fiolds and marked by roads, to make way for the growing need for more food. 
The winding trails gave way to railroads and paved highways. The oxen and horses 
were replaced by huge noisy tractors; combines outdated the horse-drawn binders, 
with fields of stooked crops to be threshed later by rugged men pitching bundles 
all day to a hungry threshing machine. The brave pioneer women are not over- 
looked. The hardships they ondured, lonely lives they ofttimes led, and labor 1 
put in from dawn to after dark helped make these prairies the great country 


foday. 
it was a good life, they have no regrets; only a proud feeling of bei 
of opening up this’ wonderful country as ploneers. Oh, the pride 
Bioncers pot into ther labor, and the satisfaction they enjoyed knowing the work 
‘Now, it is up to this 
by preserving the sols ferilty, exploring. now and etter, ways. of farming, 
developing better grains and more productive strains of cattle. They must try 10 
turn 9 ducational systems, health services, and expand the 
potent social and cultural fives. Lastly, they must ever sti 













































































Finda means of establishing and maintaining peace throughout this whole. wide, 
wonderful world. ae i 


CARRY ON, SONS AND DAUGHTERS! 
574 

























Aakrann, Ole 
‘Adams, John 
‘Albert, Fred 

‘Allen, Bruce & Wait 
‘Almond, Claude 
‘Almond, Henry 
‘Alpha School 
Alspach, Floyd 
Alspach, George 
Anderson, Brothers 
Anderson, Arvid 
‘Andrus, Earl 
‘Automobiles (first) - 


Baes, Gottlieb 
Bailey, Jim 
Baker, Fred 
Bannerman, Sandy. 
Bannick, Emmanuel 
Bannick, G. 
Barnes, ‘H. ‘ 
Beaudoin, Godias 
Beaudry, L. N 
Beck, Edwin 
Beck, Robert 
Becker, Herman 
Becker, William 


Bell, A. T. 
Bell, Dick 
Bell, Ed 
Bell, John’. 
Bell, Richard. 


Bender, Emmanuel 
Bender, Rudy 
Benedict, Archie 
Benedict, Ralph 
Benedict, Sherwood 
Bently, Arthur 
Bertsch, Elmer 
Bertsch, Fred 
Bilodeau, Omar 
Black, Dick . . 
Black, George 
Blair, Bill 

Blair, Hen 
Blair’ Schoo! 
Blanchard, Fay 
Boettcher, Dan 
Boettcher, Henry 
Bradford,” Brothers 
Branum, Lovis 

Brede, Herman 
Briggs, Mrs 
Broadbent Family 
Brocklebank, Frank 
Brocklebank, George 
Brown, Fred 
Brown, Hugh 

Brown, Matt 














1385, 





Index 


423 
319 
221 
234 
237 
n8 
135 
435 
418 
312 
27 
166 
42 


394 
379 
495 
485 
395 
425 
378 
445 
380 
60 
238 
146 
148 
348 
366 
491 
286 
240 
300 
347 
463 
494 
462 
496 
252 
113 
292 
N16 
413 
264 
320 
259 
363, 
433, 
433, 
364 
139 
183 
367 
213 
417 
437 
151 
349 
364 


315 


Buehler, Mrs. . 
Bund, Karl. 
Burgemeister, Emil 
Burgemeister, Emmanuel 
Burnley, Seth... 
Byers, Tom 











Caldwell, Wm. 
Campbell, A. J 
Carder, Fred 
Chase, Andy 
Churches 
Baptist... 
Epipheny Mission 
Lutheran 
United 
Clark, Alec 
Clark, Bill an 
Clark, Edwin & Alfred .... 397, 
Clark, Tom ae 
Clarke, Al 
Clarke, Ed 
Cliff Brothers 
Code, John 
Coldwell, Percy 
Concerts, School Christmas 
Congdon, Robert 
Courtney, P.O. 
Cottini, Sam 














Dalkeith School District 
Dalsto, Norman 
Danskin, Jim 
Dartt, Henry 
Daw, Arthur | 
Dawson, A 

Day, Chester 
Devine, Tom 
Dickson, N. 0. 
Dieter, Connie 
Ditchfield, Wen. 
Doering, Dan 
Doering, Fred’. 
Doering, Rudolph, 
Doering, Ted 
Downs, ‘Fred 

Du Bois, Jack 














Edmonson, Bert 
Edwards, Jack . 
Edwards, John 
Elmer School Disirict 
Emann, Otto 
Eman, Harvey 
Erickson, Ed. 

Emst, Emnie 
Evenson, Ben 
Ewing, Charlie 








“367, 


522 
317 
346 
396 
420 
420 


309 
a16 
309 
147 


541 
335 
535, 
543 
38) 
352 
424 
351 
417 
424 
366 
397 
357 
255 

36 
210 
364 


389 
287 
283 
214 
116 
208 
318 
477 
419 
517 


284 




























































































Fairweather, J. 
Faechner, Dan 
Faechner, Emanuel 
Faechner, Gottfried 
Fano, Fred = 
Favell, Mr. and 
Fennell, J 
Ferraby, Gordon 
Ferris, Bob 
Fischer, George 
Fish Lake District - 
Flett, Lester 
Flurry, Ralph | 
Fowler, Dan 
Fowler, Hugh « 
Fowler, P. J. 
Francis, James 
Froute 


























Gall, Ed. 
Galster, Peter <2... 
Galster, Reinhard 
Gammie, Jack 
Gardiner, ‘Clem, Ted 
Gerber, C.J, 
Gibson, Fred 
Giesle,” Mr. 
Gilbert, Charles 
Gilbert, John 
Gilchrist, Jo. 
Gobel, Valentine 
Goss, Tom 
Gowan, Chan 
Gragg, Harry 
Grant, Andrew 
Graumann, Oscar 
Gray, Bill’. 
Grewer, Jock 
Griffin,” Henry 
Gross, John 

Gross, Robert 222.0000 
Gotsche, Rudoloh 164, 
Gurr, Charlie & George 
Guze, August =. 

















Haase, G. 
Hall, J. F. 
Hall, Wiliard 
Halverson, Nels 

Hand Hills Hustlers 

Hand Hills Ladies Aid 

Hand Hills Ladies West Club 
Hand Hills Lake Club House - 
Hand Hills Lake School 

Hand Hills School 

Hanson, Oscar 

Harding, George 

Harrison, Michael 

Hartt, Carl 

Hawkins, W. G. 

Hazlett, ‘James 

Hazlet, Family 

Henderson, Jock ¢: 








490 
516 
48) 
453 
149 
312 
363 
287 
486 
431 
385 
42 
366 
423, 
423 
423 
436 
363 


483 


383 


425 
162 
163 
434 
104 
434 


47 
300 
347 
366 
560 
549 
253 


439 
167 
488 
494 
479 
400 
381 
363 
431 
331 





Herron, Bill 
Horner, Reginald 
Horse ‘Track 
Howard, Emest 
Howatt, Billy 
Howatt, Earl 
Howe, ' Bird 
Howe, John 
Howe, Oscar 
Hunley Story 
Hunteberger, Seth 
Hutchinson, "Joseph 
Hotterian Brethren . 








lisley, Norman 
Inkster, Jack 
Innes, ‘George 
Insley, Harold 
Isaac, Dan. 
Iverson, John 


Jeske, Herman 
Jobera, Herman 
Johnson, Alex 
Johnson, Ofaus 





Kannewischer, Art 
Karg, Charlie 
Karg, David, Sr. 
Karg, David, Jr. 
Kary, Michael 
Kautz, August 
Kautz, Corl. 
Kautz, Robert 
Keay, Alf .. 
Keith, Den 
Kelm, Chris 
Kelm, Emmanuel 
Kelm, Fred 
Kelm, Martin 
Kelm, Reinhold 
Kinninmonth, Jim 
Kittlers, John 
Klump,” Andy. 
Koller, Fred 
Krocker, David 
Kura, Joe 











Lafferty, Jack 
Lambley, Mr... iii 
Lane, Jim 

Lawrence, James’ - 
Lawson, ‘Dr. 





Lawsonburg School District’ * 


leicht, Dave 
Lenfesty, Day 
lenfesty, Elsie 
Lenfesty, Merk 
Lenfesty, Stelle 
Lenfesty, Sterrie 
Lenfesty, William 
Leonhart, R. 

let There Be Light 
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Lindsay, Roy 
Lindsay, Willigea 
Livingstone, Mrs, 
Lockwood 
Long, Jake 
Lundy, Joe 





Maclean, John 
Maetene, Elmer 
‘Maetche, Guy 
Maetche, Otto 

‘Mail, Rural 
Malcolm, dim |. 
Mammel, Samuel 
Manley, ' Leonard 
Manley, Stuart 
‘Marlow’ Story 
Marriott, Willard 





Martin, Dan... 
Martin, Don Ht 
Martin, Fred. 
‘Martin, John 
Martin, Martin 
Mason, Hugh 
‘Mason, J. E 
McAdie, Andy 


MeAuliffe, Henry. 
McBeath, Percy 
MeBeath, Tom 
MeCarthy, J. 
McCullough, Robert 
MeDonald, Lérne, Sr 
‘MeDonald, Lorne, J 
MeDonald, Robert A. 
McFadden, Boyd 
MeFadden, Fred 
‘MeKenzie, lan. 
‘MeKinnon, Paddy": 














‘Melaughlin 
Melean, Malcolm 
MeMurray, Mr, 
ieNaill, $. 
MePherson, Shorty 
MeRae, Alex 
McRae, Archie 


McRae, Duncan 
McRae, Norman 


Merslack, Alec 
Metzger,” Bill 
Millard, ‘Robert 
Millard, William 
Miller, Jack 
Miller, Wo 
Miller, W. Pitt 
Milligan, Bobby 
Milligan, Elgin 
Mitchell, Alex. 
‘Moench, Albert 
Moench, Dave 
‘Moench, Ed, Sr. 
Moench, Ed, Je 
Moench, Emilia & Leonard 





1499, 556 

















1437, 523 


496 
159 
ay 
309 
359 
510 
419 
415 
415 
415 


64, 


159 
487 
126 
120 
305 
166 
425 
118 
242 
289 
119 
250 
83 
250 
320, 528 





Moench, Harold 





‘Moench, John 
Moench, Ken. ...iiies 84 
Moench, Stephen, S1.000055.. 75 
Moench, Stephen, Jr 89 
Moench, Wendelen \... 87 
Moore, ‘Clyde. : 

Moore, Mr. 


Morrison, Charlie 
Morrison, George 
Morse, John 
Morse, Syd 
Morton, Arthur 
Morton, Kingsley 
Morton, Lawrence 
Morton, Merle 
Morton, Roy 
Mossop, James 
Murray, A.C. 
Murdock, “Oscar 











Nelmes, Frank 293 
Nelner,, Theo 164 
Nelson, Edward « 152 
Nelson, Melvin 18 
Ness, Harold 118 
Neubauer, Anton, 470 


Newman, ‘Gus 
Newman’ Story 
Nicholaus, Fred 
Nimmo, Bert 

Nimmo, Harry 























Nixon, John. 

Nyheim, Chris 

Oakie, Fred . ssciegy 358 
O’Brien, Harry : 422 
Olson, Emil Mibiien 434 
Olson, Frank 380 
Olson, Gus 380 
Ost, Chris 505 
Palmer, Fatty ....s222eee0++ 185 
Parge, Charles... i 353 
Parker Brothers TD 445 
Parr Post Office - Tl 426 
Part School District 409, 427 
Peacock, Chris ....csssssee- 14 
Peacock, Ernest a alae 
Peet, John 127288, 363 
Peet, Oscar 363 
Peirce, Bert 359 
Peters, Mr. 159 
Peterson, S.A. 185 
Peterson, Soren, 8 
Pfahl, Otto. 433, 
Pfahl Family, Wine 0. ...1222 450 
Ployart Family ...sssssscces 421 
Pocklington, Sam... .ii2... 221 
Pre-history in the Hand Hills 7 
Pregitzer, Henry ....-+--+++ 521 
Preston, John... eer) 
Proudfact, George 376 






























































Pullar, Clyde . 277 
Rabey, Wm. ‘ 1a. Me 
Roessler, Jacob ......... 159, $09 
Radies, John. sess . 432 
Radke, Go veecccceeees 524 
Radke, Herb .......sseees 98 
Roisbeck, Andy hips, S78 
Raisbeck, George . Sten, 82, 
Randall, Floyd --..-+--- 221,51) 
Rauch, Alois ++ 290 
Reugust, Edward - 131 
Raugust, Herb ..ccccccccces 434 
Raugust, Melvin «= foo 392 
Reeves, Dave... Tl 407 
Rew, Charles 155 
Rew, Mervin F 154 
Richardson, O. B. See, 1487 
Risch, Simon s.ses+ 2 522 
Roads 497, 554 
Robinson, Ernie cess’ 381 


Rocky Hill School District. 501, 504 
































Rohe, Herman . 431 
Rosin, Albert 109 
Rosin, Fred J. Jr 161 
Rosin, Fred 107 
Rosin, John 142 
Rosin, Reinhold nz 
Rouche, G. 363 
Ross, Jack. - 286 
Rowden, Oscar 482 
Rowe, Arthur 296 
Rust, Dave 430 
Rust, Ernest 434 
Rost, Gus Th 43d 
Rust, Sam 1480, 492 
Sams, Harry 148 
Sands, Ezra 325, 
Savage, Jim Sadicaa, Waal 
Schneider, Christ =. 159 
Schreiber, Fred 00.1.1... -488 
Sewald, ‘John : 298 
Shandera, Clarence TD 4a 
Shandera, Joseph Jr. v..ss12. 69 
Shandera, Joseph Sr. <<... 68 
Shandera, Louis ...- 6 
Shandera, Raymond " 70 
Shandera, Rudolph El oF 
Shandera, William : 70 
Shaw, Robert. - 284 
Shoults, Bill & Henry... 31, 488 
Shoults, Charlie. vee 490 
Shoults, Chester 104 
Shoulis, Fred ; 496 
Shoults, Harry... 447 
Shoults, Roy .-+ L495 
Shoulis, Wm. Sr. 200+: 495 
Sibbick, Mr ..essssccceeeee 407 
Sieb, R i 525 
Sieppert 6. Ae a 
Siewert, Allen 4 528 
Siewert, Dan ...sss 526 











Siewert, G. 494 
Silverthorn, RL. 476 
Sinclair, Don. 431 
Sinclair, John 22.2 .L0IIIII 157. 
Sleeth, James Parr ...+-+ 407, 415 
Sloan, Robert ASE 

Smith, Bert . 

Smith, Wm, 

Smith, W. W. 

Sports 


Stark, Frank 
Steam Engine (first) - 
Stubbs, John. 
Struble, Harry 
Struble, Howard 
Sullivan, Mike 
Sullivan, Pat 








Tabor, Orville 298 
Tadman, Frank 2.02.2. 7 
Tatem, Bill ...ss.++++++ 963, 38) 
Taylor, Harry = 215 
Teed, ‘Ed 363 








Telephones, Rural 2... 497, 558 
Teske, Christian. . 

Thanks to the Pioneers’. 
Thomas, Arnold. 
Thomson, MeAllister 
Thornton, Ernest. 
Thumlert, David 
Thumlert, Alfred 























Threshing Machines (first) 422 
Trenaman, Story .v--.+ecses 221 
UPA & RUA. .ceceeeeeees 560 
Venus, Ess. - 1% 
Vredegoor, "Martin Tl 984 
Waldriff, Je. 363 
Walker, Stubby... 00.01.55. 363 
Wallacs, "Dad? 2.222.0..22 286 
Ward, Ri vsrcnesecceses 420 
Warkentin, Jake... 300 
Warrior of the Hills 2200000001 
Wasson, Theodore ..eesss.. WIZ 
Weich,' Bert 435, 
Weiliet, Bernard 432 
Werner, Chris 512 
Werner, Helmut 166 
White, ‘AIF 426 
White, FC. SSIs. 858 
Whiting, Bill) ....LLIIIIIT 317 
Wigmore, Richard .......... 367 
Wilson, Clarence 2 38 
Williams, Mist. ccccccccces 159 
Williams, Frank’ ...,...ss00+ 288 
Wise, Dave ..scsccccccees 457 
Witty, Charlie 1 346 
witty, Thomson 348 





Woelk, Eric Sirey 1948 
Wragg, Joe 12.2 tis 1417 







































































Yoder, Grant. e 517 
Yorke, Johnny - 291 
Zahn, G. : su 


4 


Zipper, Anton 


Zimbrick, 


Louis 








248 
85 
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